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Preface

This dictionary provides the user with a comprehensive range of the vocabulary
used in the field of computing. It covers all aspects of computing, including
hardware, software, peripherals, networks and programming, as well as many
applications in which computers are used, such as the Internet or desktop
publishing. It also describes the latest developments in networks, the Internet,
communications, programming, multimedia, processor design and storage
technology.

Each headword is explained in clear, straightforward English. Examples are given
to show how the words and phrases can be used in context. General comments
about particular items of interest, complex ideas or hardware or software
applications are given in separate boxes. Quotations from magazines and journals
are given to show how the words are used in real text.

The dictionary includes a number of product names and company names. The
trademarked names that are included are those that are judged to be of de facto
importance to users or important in the development of computer technology.



Pronunciation

The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main
words in the dictionary.

Stress has been indicated by a main stress mark (') and a secondary stress mark
(,)- Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to
its position in the sentence.

Vowels Consonants

® back b buck

a: harm d dead

D stop a other

ar type dz jump

au how f fare

aro hire g gold

avo hour h head

o1 course j yellow

o1 annoy k cab

e head 1 leave

ed fair m mix

el make n nil

eu go i} sing

31 word o) print

it keep r rest

i happy s save

) about I shop

I fit t take

19 near tf change

u annual 0 theft

uz pool v value

[§) book w work

09 tour X loch

A shut 3 measure
z zone



A

A /e1/ symbol the hexadecimal equivalent
of the decimal number 10

A? /e1/ abbr ampere

A: used in some operating systems to de-
note the first disk drive on the system

A abbrangstrom

abandon /o'bendan/ verb to clear a
document, file or work from a computer’s
memory without saving it O Once you
have abandoned your spreadsheet, you
cannot retrieve it again.

abb. add. abbr abbreviated addressing
abbreviated address /o bri:viertid o
'dres/ noun (in a network) a user name
that has fewer characters than the full
name, making it easier to remember or
type in or faster to decode

abbreviated addressing JE)
Jbrirviertid o'dresin/ noun the use of ab-
breviated addresses. Abbr abb. add.
abbreviated installation /s
Jbrirviertid ,imsta'le1f(a)n/ noun the in-
stalling of new hardware or software with-
out restoring the previous backup settings
of the operating system

abbreviation /o,bri:vi'erf(o)n/ noun a
short form of a word, command or instruc-
tion O Within the text, the abbreviation
proc is used instead of processor.

ABD abbr Apple Desktop Bus

abend /'zbend/ noun an unexpected
stoppage of a program that is being run,
caused by a fault, error or power failure O
An interrupt from a faulty printer caused
an abend. Also called abnormal end, ab-
normal termination

abend code /'=bend koud/ noun a spe-
cial number, generated by the operating
system, that identifies the type of error that
has caused a particular problem

abend recovery program /,zbend r1
'kav(9)ri ,prougrem/ noun a piece of
software that will reload a program or sys-
tem software and restart it at the point at
which an abend occurred

aberration /,&bo're1f(o)n/ noun 1. dis-
tortion of a light beam or image caused by
defects in the optical system 2. distortion
of a television picture caused by a corrupt
signal or incorrect adjustment
ablation /5'ble1f(a)n/ noun a method of
writing data to an optical storage device in
which a laser burns a hole or pit, represent-
ing digital bits of data, into the thin metal
surface of the storage device

COMMENT: A laser burns a hole or pit (which

represents digital bits of data) into the thin

metal surface of the storage device.
abnormal end /zb,no:m(s)l 'end/
noun same as abend
abnormal termination /&b ,no:m(s)l
t3mmri'nerf(9)n/ noun same as abend
abort /o'bo:t/ verbto end a process in the
event of a malfunction occurs by switching
the computer off manually or by an inter-
nal feature O The program was aborted by
pressing the red button.
aborted connection /oboitid ko
'nek[(d9)n/ noun a connection to a net-
work or online service that has not been
shut down correctly
abort sequence /o'bo:it sitkwons/
noun a unique sequence of bits that indi-
cates that the transmission will be termi-
nated because of a fault, error or power
failure
About... /o'baut/ a menu selection in the
SAA CUA front end that tells you who de-
veloped the program and gives copyright
information
above-the-fold /o,bav 8o 'fould/ ad-
jective referring to the part of a webpage
that is seen by all users who call up the
page, because they do not have to scroll
down to read it. Compare below-the-fold
ABR /e1 bi: 'ai/ noun a service provided
by an ATM network that tries to provide
the bandwidth requested by a customer,
though it cannot guarantee to do so. Full
form available bit rate



AB roll

AB roll /e 'bir ,roul/ noun (in a multi-
media application) a sequence of two vid-
eo or music segments that are synchro-
nised so that one fades as the second starts

ABS / e1 bi: 'es/ noun a programming in-
struction that returns the magnitude of a
number without the number’s sign O The
command ABS(-13) will return the answer
13. Full form absolute function

absolute address /&bsolu:t o'dres/
noun 1. a computer storage address that
directly, without any modification, access-
es a location or device O Program execu-
tion is slightly faster if you code only with
absolute addresses. Compare indexed
address 2. a computer storage address
that can only access one location » also
called actual address, machine ad-
dress

absolute addressing /&bssluit o
‘dresin/ noun the locating of a data word
stored in memory by the use of its absolute
address

absolute assembler /xbsoluit o
'semblo/ noun a type of assembly lan-
guage program designed to produce code
that uses only absolute addresses and val-
ues

absolute cell reference /&bsolu:t
sel 'ref(a)rons/ noun a spreadsheet refer-
ence that always refers to the same cell,
even when copied to another location
absolute code /'ebsalu:t koud/ noun
binary code that directly operates the cen-
tral processing unit, using only absolute
addresses and values. Also called actual
code, basic code

absolute coordinates /&bsalu:t
kouv'oidinatz/ plural noun coordinates
that describe the distance of a point from
the intersection of axes

absolute device /&bsolu:t di'vars/
noun an input device such as a tablet or
mouse that returns the coordinates of a
pointer within specified axes

absolute error /absolu:t 'era/ noun
the value or magnitude of an error, ignor-
ing its sign

absolute expression /absslu:t 1k
'spref(9)n/ noun (in assembly language)
the value of an expression that is not af-
fected by program relocation

absolute function /,ebsalu:t
'‘fagk[on/ noun full form of ABS
absolute instruction /&bssluit m
'strakfon/ noun an instruction that com-

pletely describes the operation to be per-
formed, requiring no other data
absolute loader /'zbsoluit loudo/
noun a program that loads a section of
code into main memory

absolute maximum rating
/,&bsaluit 'maksimom ,rertiy/ noun a
statement of the maximum values or limits
of a system

absolute positioning /zbsslu:t ps
'z1f(9)n1y/ noun the position of an object
in relation to a point of origin

absolute priority /&bsoluit prar
'priti/ noun (in the OS/2 operating sys-
tem) the priority of a process that cannot
be changed by the operating system
absolute program  /axbsolu:t
'prougram/ noun a computer program
written in absolute code

absolute time /'&bsolu:t taim/ noun
(in CD-audio) the length of time that an
audio disc has been playing

absolute value /&bsoluit 'veljui/
noun the size or value of a number, regard-
less of its sign O The absolute value of —
62.34 is 62.34.

absorb /ob'zo:b/ verb to take in light,
liquid or a signal

absorptance /ob'zoiptons/ noun a
measure of how completely an object or
substance absorbs radiant energy. Oppo-
site reflectance

absorption /ob'zo:p[on/ noun the pow-
er loss of a signal when travelling through
a medium, due to its absorptance
abstract data type / bstrakt 'derto
.taip/ noun a general data type that can
store any kind of information

A-bus /er bas/ noun the main internal
bus in a microprocessor

ac abbr academic organisation (NOTE:
used in email and website addresses)
AC abbr alternating current

ACAP /e si: er 'pii/ noun an email sys-
tem developed to work with the IMAP4
email protocol to provide extra features
such as management of an address book.
Full form application configuration ac-
cess protocol (NOTE: It was originally
termed IMSP (Interactive Mail Support
Protocol).)

ACC / ersi: 'sit/ noun the most important
internal CPU storage register, containing
the data word that is to be processed O
Store the two bytes of data in registers A
and B and execute the add instruction —



accession number

the answer will be in the ACC. Full form
accumulator

accelerated graphics port /ok
selorertid 'grafiks ,poit/ noun full
form of AGP

acceleration time /okselo'reif(o)n
taim/ noun 1. the time taken for a disk
drive to spin a disk at the correct speed,
from rest O Allow for acceleration time in
the access time. 2. the total time between
an access instruction’s issue to a peripheral
and the transfer of the data

accelerator board /ok'seloreito
bo:d/, accelerator card /ok'selo,rerto
ka:d/ noun a circuit board that carries a
faster or more advanced version of the
same processor that runs your computer.
Adding an accelerator board to your com-
puter makes it run faster.

accelerator key /ok'selorerto kii/
noun a key that, when pressed together
with another, carries out a function that
would otherwise have to be selected from
a menu using a mouse O Instead of select-
ing the File menu then the Save option, use
the accelerator keys Alt and S to do the
same thing and save the file.

accept /ok'sept/ verb to establish a ses-
sion or connection with another comput-
ing device

acceptable use policy /ok
,septab(a)l juiz 'polisi/ noun a set of
rules that describe what a user can write or
do on the Internet without offending other
users. Abbr AUP

acceptance sampling /ok'septons
,sarmplig/ nounthe testing of a small ran-
dom part of a batch to see if the whole
batch is up to standard

acceptance test /ok'septons test/
noun a test to check that a piece of equip-
ment will perform as required or will reach
required standards

acceptance testing /ok septons
'testin/ noun the performing of an accept-
ance test

access /'zkses/ noun 1. the fact of be-
ing able to reach or use something O fo
have access to the computer room 2. the
fact of being allowed to use a computer
and read or alter files stored in it. This is
usually controlled by a security device
such as a password. O to deny access to
refuse access to a circuit or system for rea-
sons of workload or security B verb to call
up data which is stored in a computer O

She accessed the employee’s file stored on
the computer.

access arm /'zkses aim/ noun a me-
chanical device in a disk drive used to po-
sition the read/write head over the correct
track on a disk O The access arm moves to
the parking region during transport.
access authority /'zkses or 0orati/
noun permission to carry out a particular
operation on data

access-barred /,xkses 'ba:d/ adjec-
tive prevented from accessing particular
data

access category /'zkses katag(e)ri/
noun a category that defines which files or
data a user can access and which he or she
cannot

access channel control /xkses
tfen(a)l kon'traul/ noun (in a Token-
Ring network) the set of protocols that
manage the data transfer between a station
and a medium access control

access charge /'zkses tfa:d3/ nouna
cost due when logging onto a system or
viewing special pages on a bulletin board
access code /'zkses koud/ noun a se-
ries of characters or symbols that must be
entered to identify a user before access to
a computer is permitted

access control /'zkses kon,troul/
noun a security device such as a password
that only allows selected users to use a
computer system or read files

access control byte /axkses kon
'troul bart/ noun (in a Token-Ring net-
work) a byte following a start marker in the
token that indicates if the station can ac-
cess the network

access controller /zkses kon
.trauls/ noun (in CD-i) an electronic de-
vice that transfers image data to the video
controller

access control list /,&kses kon'troul
list/ noun full form of ACL
access counter /'zkses
noun » counter

access head /'xkses hed/ noun the
part of a disk drive that moves to the cor-
rect part of the disk’s surface and reads in-
formation stored on the disk

access hole /'zkses houl/ noun an
opening in both sides of a floppy disk’s
casing allowing the read-write head to be
positioned over the disk’s surface
accession humber /ok'se[(o)n
.namba/ noun a number in a record that

kavnto/



access level

shows in which order each record was en-
tered

access level /'zkses ,lev(a)l/ noun a
predefined access category (NOTE: The
lowest access level might allow the user
to only view data, the highest access lev-
el allows a user to do anything.)
access line /'zkses lam/ noun a per-
manently connected communications line
between a terminal and a computer
access log /'zkses lbg/ noun a file on
a website server computer that contains a
record of every visitor to the website,
showing when a person visited and which
pages he or she viewed O The access log is
invaluable — we produce graphs of the
pages that are most popular using an ac-
cess log analyser program.

access mechanism /'®&kses
,mekaniz(a)m/ noun a mechanical device
that moves an access arm over the surface
of a disk

access method /'xkses ,mebod/
noun 1. a means used for the internal
transfer of data between memory and dis-
play or peripheral devices. Differences in
the methods used are often the cause of
compatibility problems. 2. a set of rules
that allows a device to send data onto a net-
work. Token passing and CSMA/CD are
two methods commonly used in a local
area network.

access method routines /'zkses
;me0Bad ru: tiinz/ plural noun software
routines that move data between main
storage and an output device

access name /'zkses neim/ noun a
unique name that identifies an object in a
database

access number /'xkses ,nambo/
noun the telephone number that a compu-
ter dials up in order to be connected to an
Internet service provider or other network
provider

accessor /'zksesa/ noun a person who
accesses data

accessory /ok'sesari/ noun an extra,
add-on device, e.g. a mouse or printer, that
is attached to or used with a computer O
The printer comes with several accesso-
ries including a soundproof hood. (NOTE:
The plural is accessories.)

access path /'xkses pa:0/ noun a de-
scription of the location of a stored file
within the directory structure of a disk
access path journalling /a&kses
.pa:0 'dz3ialig/ noun the process of re-

cording changes to an access path in case
of malfunction

access period /'zkses ,proriod/ noun
a period of time during which a user can
access data

access permission /'xkses pa
.mif(a)n/ noun a description of all the ac-
cess rights for a particular user

access point /'ekses point/ noun a
test point on a circuit board or in software,
allowing an engineer to check signals or
data

access privilege /'zkses ,privilids/
noun the status granted to a user that al-
lows him or her to see, read or alter files
access provider /'zkses pro,vardo/
noun same as ISP

access rights /'ekses raits/ plural
noun the rights of a particular user to ac-
cess a particular file or data object
access time /'&kses taim/ noun 1. the
total time that a storage device takes be-
tween the moment the data is requested
and the return of the data O The access
time of this dynamic RAM chip is around
200nS — we have faster versions if your
system clock is running faster. 2. the length
of time required to find a file or program,
either in main memory or a secondary
memory source

access unit /'ekses ,juinit/ noun (in a
Token-Ring network) a wiring concentra-
tor

accidental / axksi'dent(o)l/ adjective
which happens by accident O Always keep
backup copies in case of accidental dam-
age to the master file.

accordion fold /o'ko:dian fauld/, ac-
cordion fanfold noun method of folding
continuous paper, one sheet in one direc-
tion, the next sheet in the opposite direc-
tion, allowing the paper to be fed into a
printer continuously with no action on the
part of the user. Also called fanfold
account /o'kaunt/ noun (in a network
or online system) a record of a user’s
name, password and rights to access a net-
work or online system O If you are a new
user, you will have to ask the supervisor to
create an account for you. B verb to keep
track of how much time and resources
each user of a network or online system
uses

accounting package noun a piece of
software that automates a business’s ac-
counting functions O We now type in each
transaction into the new accounting pack-



acoustic delay line

age rather than write it into a ledger. Also
called accounts package

account name /s'kaunt nerm/ noun
the unique name of a user on a network or
online system O John Smith’s account
name is JSSMITH.

accounts package /o'kaunts
,pekid3/ noun same as accounting
package

accumulate /o'kjurmjulert/ verb to
gather several things together over a peri-
od of time O We have gradually accumu-
lated a large databank of names and ad-
dresses. (NOTE: accumulates — accumu-
lating — accumulated)

accumulator /o'kjuirmjulerts/, accu-
mulator register noun full form of ACC
accumulator address s
'kjurmjolerto 9,dres/ noun an address
accessed by an instruction held in the ACC
accumulator shift instruction /s
kjurmjolerta '[1ft 1 strakfon/ noun a
command to shift the contents of an ACC
left or right by one bit

accuracy /'zkjurasi/ noun 1. the extent
to which something is correct or true 2. the
extent to which a person avoids errors 3.
the total number of bits used to define a
number in a computer (NOTE: The more
bits allocated the greater the accuracy of
the definition.)

accuracy control character
/,&kjurasi kon'troul kerikto/ noun a
code that indicates whether data is accu-
rate or whether the data should be disre-
garded by a particular device

ACD /er si: 'diz/ noun a specialised tele-
phone system that can handle lots of in-
coming calls and direct them to a particu-
lar operator according to programmed in-
structions in a database. Full form
automatic call distribution

ACDI abbr asynchronous communica-
tions device interface

ACF abbr advanced communications
function

ACH /er si: 'ertf/ noun an automated
network that links banks together and ena-
bles them to handle payments made from
one bank to another through electronic
points of sale and withdrawals from cash-
points. Full form automated clearing
house

achromatic colour /erkrovmatik
'kala/ noun a grey colour within the range
between black and white displayed by a
graphics adapter

ACIA /er si: a1 'el/ noun a circuit that al-
lows a computer to transmit and receive
serial data using asynchronous access. Full
form asynchronous communications
interface adapter

ACK /1 si: 'ker/ noun a signal that is
sent from a receiver to indicate that a trans-
mitted message has been received and that
it is ready for the next one O The printer
generates an ACK signal when it has re-
ceived data. Full form acknowledge

Ackerman’s function /'ekomonz
fank[an/ noun a recursive function used
to test the ability of a compiler to cope
with recursion

acknowledge /ok'nolidz/ noun full
form of ACK W verb 1. to tell a sender that
a message or letter has been received 2. to
send a signal from a receiver to show that
a transmitted message has been received
(NOTE: acknowledges — acknowledging —
acknowledged)

acknowledge character /ok,nolid3
'keer1kta/ noun a special code sent by a re-
ceiver to indicate to the transmitter that the
message has been correctly received

acknowledged mail /ok,nolidzd
'me1l/ noun a function that signals to the
sender when an electronic mail message
has been read by the recipient

ACL /.er si: 'el/ noun a security system
that has a list of user names and passwords
that is checked by the operating system to
find out if a particular user is allowed to
access or use a resource or feature of the
shared computer or network. Full form ac-
cess control list

acoustic /o'kuistik/ adjective referring
to sound

acoustic coupler /5ku:stik 'kapla/
noun a device that connects to a telephone
handset, converting binary computer data
into sound signals to allow it to be trans-
mitted down a telephone line

COMMENT: The acoustic coupler also converts
back from sound signals to digital signals
when receiving messages. It is basically the
same as a modem but uses a handset on
which a loudspeaker is placed to send the sig-
nals rather than direct connection to the
phone line. It is portable and clips over both
ends of a normal telephone handset. It can be
used even in a public phone booth. The
acoustic coupler has generally been replaced
by a direct cable link from the computer’'s mo-
dem to the standard telephone socket.

acoustic delay line /o ku:stik dr'ler
lan/ noun an outdated data storage meth-



acoustic feedback

od that delays data in the form of sound
pulses as they travel across a medium
acoustic feedback /o ku:stik
'firdbaek/ noun » feedback

acoustic hood /o'ku:stik hud/ noun a
soundproof cover put over a line printer to
cut down its noise

acoustic memory /s kuistik
'mem(a)ri/ noun same as acoustic store
acoustic panel /5 ku:stik 'paen(a)l/
noun a soundproof panel placed behind a
device to reduce noise

acoustic store /o'ku:stik sto:/ noun
an outdated form of regenerative memory
that uses an acoustic delay line. Also
called acoustic memory

ACPI /ex si: piz 'al/ noun a software sys-
tem that allows the operating system to
configure compatible hardware automati-
cally. Full form advanced configuration
and power interface

acquisition /akwr'zif(a)n/ noun the
accepting, capturing or collecting of infor-
mation

Acrobat » Adobe Acrobat

ACS /er si: 'es/ noun a computer linked
to a network that controls several dial-up
modems and allows remote users to con-
nect to the server using a modem link and
gain access to the network. Full form
asynchronous communication server
action /'ak[an/ noun (in a SAA CUA
front end) a user event, e.g. pressing a spe-
cial key, that moves the cursor to the action
bar at the top of the screen

action bar /'xk[on ba:/ noun a top line
of the screen that displays the menu names
action bar pull-down /'zkfon ba:
pul/ noun (in a SAA CUA front end) a fea-
ture whereby the full menu is displayed
below the menu name when a user moves
the cursor to a particular menu name on
the action bar

action code /'zkfon koud/ noun (in a
SAA CUA front end) a single letter associ-
ated with a particular menu option to
speed up selection. When the letter action
code is pressed, the menu option is select-
ed.

action cycle /,xkfon 'saik(a)l/ noun
the series of steps required to carry out a
process or operation on data, e.g. reading,
processing, output and storage

action list /'zkfon list/ noun (in a SAA
CUA front end) a list of choices

ActionMedia /,&kfon'mi:dio/ a trade
name for a digital video system developed
by Intel that uses its 1750 video processor
chip to allow a computer to record, play
back and manipulate digital video
action message /xk[on 'mesidz/
noun a message displayed to inform the
user that an action or input is required
action-object / &k [on ob'dzekt/ noun
(in a SAA CUA front end) an object to
which a user specifies an action should be
applied

activate /'zkti,vert/ verb 1. to start a
process or to make a device start working
O Pressing CR activates the printer. 2. (in
an authoring tool or programming lan-
guage) to make a button or menu option or
field on a screen layout available to a user
O If the button or field is not activated, it is
normally displayed greyed out and does
not respond if a user selects it. (NOTE: ac-
tivates — activating — activated)

active /'xktrv/ adjective busy, working
or being used

active application /zktiv  apl
'ke1f(9)n/ noun (in a multitasking operat-
ing system) an application currently being
used by a user

active area /,zktiv 'earia/ noun 1. (in
a spreadsheet program) the area that con-
tains data bounded by the top left hand
corner and the bottom right hand cell 2. (in
a graphical window) an area that will start
or select a function if the user moves the
pointer into it with a mouse

active cell /'&kt1v sel/ noun the spread-
sheet cell that is currently selected with a
cursor or pointer

active code page /aktiv 'koud
.perd3/ noun a code page currently in use
by the system

active database / zktiv 'dertobers/
noun a database file currently being ac-
cessed by a database management pro-
gram

active device /,&ktiv di'vais/ noun an
electronic component that requires electri-
cal power to operate and provides gain or
a logical function

Active Document /,&ektiv
'‘dokjumoant/ noun a standard Windows
application that is accessed from within a
web browser and controlled by special
commands in the webpage

active file /,&kt1v 'fail/ noun a file that
is currently being worked on
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actual data transfer rate

active gateway /axktiv 'gertwer/
noun (in a network) a gateway that ex-
changes routing information

active high /'zktiv har/ noun an elec-
tronic signal that is valid when it is high or
logical one or at five volts

active hub /aktiv 'hab/ noun a hub
that selectively directs packets of data ac-
cording to their address or content
active line /,&kt1v 'lain/ noun a line in
a communications link or port that is being
used to transfer data or carry control sig-
nals

active link /,zktrv 'lipk/ noun a link
currently being used to transfer informa-
tion

active low /,&ktiv 'lou/ noun an elec-
tronic signal that is valid when it is low or
logical zero or at zero volts

active menu /,zktrv 'menju:/ noun a
menu selection currently displayed below
a menu bar

active node /aktiv 'moud/ noun a
node on a network connected to or availa-
ble to connect to another node

active pixel region / aktrv 'piks(o)l
rirdzon/ noun an area of a computer
screen that can display graphic image in-
formation

active printer / zktiv 'printa/ noun a
printer that is currently connected to the
computer’s printer port

active program / &ktiv 'prougrem/
noun (in a multitasking system) a pro-
gram that is currently in control of the
processor

active record /,zkt1v 'reko:d/ noun a
record that is being updated or accessed
active region /,zkt1v 'rird3(o)n/ noun
an area on a screen that will start an action
or has been defined as a hotspot

Active Server Page /zktiv 'saivo
peirds/ noun a webpage that is created
only when accessed by a visitor, allowing
the website to display up-to-date informa-
tion or information from a database O The
database search results page is imple-
mented as an Active Server Page. Abbr
ASP

active star /'zktiv stai/ noun a net-
work consisting of a central point with
nodes branching out, in which a central
processor controls and routes all messages
between devices

active state /&ktiv 'stert/ noun an
electronic state in which an action occurs

active storage /,zkt1v 'stoiridz/ noun
a main storage, fast access RAM whose lo-
cations can be directly and immediately
addressed by the CPU
active streaming format /aktiv
'striimiy ,formaet/ nounfull form of ASF
active video /,zkt1v 'vidiou ,sign(o)l/,
active video signal noun a part of a vid-
eo signal that contains picture information
ActiveVRML /aktiv vi: a: em 'el/
noun» VRML
active window / zktiv 'windou/ noun
1. an area of the display screen where the
operator is currently working 2. (in a GUI
or SAA CUA front end) the window that is
currently the focus of cursor movements
and screen displays. ) window
ActiveX/ &ktiv 'eks/ a trade name for a
programming language and program defi-
nition used to create small applications de-
signed to enhance the functionality of a
webpage. » Java, VBScript
COMMENT: ActiveX applications, called ap-
plets, are often used to add database or mul-
timedia effects to a website that cannot be
supported with basic HTML commands.
When a user visits the web page that uses the
ActiveX applet, the program is automatically
downloaded by the user’s browser and run on
the user’'s computer.

activities /xk'tivitiz/ plural noun jobs
or tasks which are being performed on a
computer

activity level /zk tivoti 'lev(e)l/ noun
the maximum number of jobs that can run
in a multitasking system

activity light /ek'tiviti larit/ noun
small light or LED on the front of a disk
drive or computer that indicates when the
disk drive is reading or writing data to disk
activity loading /xk trviti 'loudiy/
noun a method of organising disk contents
so that the most often accessed files or pro-
grams can be loaded quickly

activity ratio /xk,trviti 'retfiou/ noun
the number of files currently in use com-
pared to the total stored

activity trail /ek'tiviti treil/ noun a
record of activities carried out

actual address /aktfuol o'dres/
noun same as absolute address

actual code /'xktfusl koud/ noun
same as absolute code

actual data transfer rate / xktfuol
derto 'traensfa: rert/ noun the average
number of data bits transferred in a period
of time
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actual instruction /aktfuol 1
'strakfon/ noun the resulting instruction
executed after the modification of an orig-
inal instruction

actuator /'zkt fuerts/ noun a mechani-
cal device that can be controlled by an ex-
ternal signal, e.g. the read/write head in a
disk drive

ACU /e si: 'juy/ noun a device that al-
lows a computer to call stations or dial tel-
ephone numbers automatically. Full form
automatic calling unit

ad abbr Andorra (NOTE: used in email
and website addresses)

A/D abbr analog to digital

ADA /.er di: 'er/ noun a high-level pro-
gramming language that is used mainly in
military, industrial and scientific fields of
computing

adapt /o'dapt/ verb to change, adjust or
modify something so that it fits O Can this
computer be adapted to take 5.25 inch
disks?

adaptation / &dep'terf(a)n/ noun the
ability of a device to adjust its sensitivity
range according to various situations
adapter /o'depto/, adaptornoun a de-
vice that allows two or more incompatible
devices to be connected together
adapter card /o'depte ka:d/ noun a
card that plugs into an expansion bus in a
PC and adds a new function to the compu-
ter or allows it to communicate with anoth-
er device (NOTE: A sound card is a type of
adapter card that plugs into an expan-
sion connector and allows sound to be
played back or recorded.)

adapter plug /o'depts plag/ noun a
plug that allows plugs with different num-
bers or shapes of pins to be fitted into the
same socket

adaptive channel allocation /5
deptrv 'tfen(e)l @lo kerf(a)n/ noun
provision of communications channels ac-
cording to demand rather than a fixed allo-
cation

adaptive compression /o, deptiv
kom'pref(o)n/ noun a data compression
system that continuously monitors the data
it is compressing and adjusts its own algo-
rithm to provide the most efficient com-
pression

adaptive differential pulse code
modulation /o, deptiv difs,renf(a)l
'pals koud modju leif(e)n/ noun full
form of ADPCM

adaptive packet assembly /o
deptiv '‘pakit 9,sembli/ noun a method
used by the MNP error correcting protocol
to adjust the size of data packets according
to the quality of the telephone line. The
better the line, the bigger the packet size.
adaptive routing /o, deptiv 'ruitiy/
noun the ability of a system to change its
communications routes in response to var-
ious events or situations such as line fail-
ure (NOTE: The messages are normally
sent along the most cost-effective path
unless there is a problem with that route,
in which case they are automatically re-
routed.)

adaptive system /o, deptiv 'sistom/
noun a system that is able to alter its re-
sponses and processes according to inputs
or situations

adaptor /o'dapta/ noun another spell-
ing of adapter

ADB abbr Apple Desktop Bus

ADC /e di: 'sit/ noun an electronic de-
vice that converts an analog input signal to
a digital form, which can be processed by
a computer. Full form analog to digital
converter
add /&d/ verb 1. to put figures together to
make a total 2. to put things together to
form a larger group O The software house
has added a new management package to
its range of products.
addend /'edend/ noun the number add-
ed to the augend in an addition
adder /'&do/ noun a device or routine
that provides the sum of two or more in-
puts, either digital or analog
COMMENT: A parallel adder takes one clock cy-
cle to add two words, a serial adder takes a
time equal to the number of bits in a word to
add.
adder-subtractor /xdo sob'traekto/
noun a device that can either add or sub-
tract
add file /'ad fail/ noun a file in which
new records are stored prior to updating
the main database
add-in /'zd m/ noun, adjective some-
thing that is added to something else ® ad-
jective that is added to something else
addition /5'dif(a)n/ noun an arithmetic
operation that produces the sum of an ad-
dend and augend
additional /2'd1f(a)nal/ adjective which
is added or extra O Can we link three addi-
tional workstations to the network?
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addition record /o, dif(o)n 'reko:d/
noun a record with changes used to update
a master record or file

addition time /o'dif(o)n taim/ noun
the time an adder takes to carry out an ad-
dition operation

addition without carry /o, dif(o)n
wid,avt 'keri/ noun an addition opera-
tion without any carry bits or words
additive colour /,&dat1v 'kalo/ nouna
colour produced by mixing two or three
colours from red, green and blue

add-on /'zd on/ adjective added to a
computer system to improve its perform-
ance O The add-on hard disk will boost the
computer’s storage capabilities. Opposite
built-in ® noun a piece of software or
hardware that is added to a computer sys-
tem to improve its performance

add on board /'zd pn bo:d/ noun same
as expansion board

add register /xd 'red3ists/ noun areg-
ister that is an adder

address /o'dres/ noun 1. a number al-
lowing a central processing unit to refer-
ence a physical location in a storage medi-
um in a computer system O Each separate
memory word has its own unique address.
2. a unique number that identifies a device
on a network O This is the address at
which the data starts. B verb to put the lo-
cation data onto an address bus to identify
which word in memory or storage device
is to be accessed O A larger address word
increases the amount of memory a compu-
ter can address.

addressability /o dreso'biliti/ noun
the control available over pixels on screen
addressable /o'dresab(a)l/ adjective
which can be addressed O With the new
operating system, all of the SMB of in-
stalled RAM is addressable.
addressable cursor /5,dresob(a)l
'k31s9/ noun a cursor which can be pro-
grammed to be placed in a certain position
addressable point /5 dresob(o)l
'point/ noun a point or pixel in a graphics
system that can be directly addressed
addressable terminal /5 dresob(a)l
't3rmin(a)l/ noun a terminal that will only
accept data if it has the correct address and
identification number in the message
header

address access time /o dres '&kses
tarm/ noun the total time which a storage
device takes between the moment the data
is requested and the return of the data

address base /o'dres bers/ noun the
part of an address that defines the origin to
which the logical address is added
address book /o'dres buk/ noun 1. (in
a network) a list of node addresses 2. (in
electronic mail) a list of the network ad-
dresses of other users to which electronic
mail can be sent

address bus /5'dres bas/ noun a phys-
ical connection that carries the address
data in parallel form from the central
processing unit to external devices
address code /o'dres koud/ noun a
special code that identifies the part of a
document that is an address

address  computation /5 dres
Jkompju'terf(a)n/ noun an operation on
address data in an instruction

address decoder /o'dres di: koudo/
noun a logical circuit that will produce a
signal when a certain address or range is
placed on the address bus

address field /o'dres fi:ld/ noun 1. (in
a network) the part of a packet that con-
tains the address of the destination node 2.
(in programming) the part of a computer
instruction that contains the location of the
operand

address format /o'dres ,formeet/ noun
the set of rules defining the way the oper-
ands, data and addresses are arranged in an
instruction

address harvester /o'dres ha:visto/
noun a computer program that collects
email addresses from the Internet
address highway /o'dres harwer/
noun the set of physical connections that
carry the address data in a parallel form
between the central processing unit and
memory or external devices
addressing /o'dresiy/ noun the process
of accessing a location in memory
addressing capacity /o'dresip ko
peesiti/ noun the largest location that a
certain program or CPU can directly ad-
dress, without special features, e.g. virtual
memory or memory banks

addressing level /o'dresig lev(a)l/
noun zero-level: operand is the address
part of the instruction; first-level: operand
stored at the address of the instruction;
second-level: operand stored at the address
given in the instruction

addressing method /o'dresiy
.meBad/ noun the manner in which a sec-
tion of memory is located
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addressing mode /s'dresiy moud/
noun a way in which a location is ad-
dressed, e.g. sequential, indexed or direct
address mapping /o'dres ,mepip/
noun the translation of a virtual address to
an absolute real address

address mark /o'dres ma:k/ noun a
special code on a disk that indicates the
start of sector location data

address mask /o'dres maisk/ noun a
pattern of binary data bits that is used to
block out parts of an address data word. It
is normally used to separate the network
and subnet parts of an address within a
long Internet or IP address. O The address
mask ‘111000” will block off the last three
bits of any address data.

address modification /o dres
;modifr'kerf(a)n/ noun the changing of
the address field, so that it can refer to a
different location

address register /o'dres redszisto/
noun register in a computer that is able to
store all the bits that make up an address
,which can then be processed as a single
unit

address resolution /a'dres
rezalu:f(a)n/ noun the converting pf an
Internet address into the correct physical
network address that corresponds to the
distant computer or resource

address resolution protocol /o
dres reza'luif(e)n ,proutokol/ noun
full form of ARP

address space /o'dres spers/ noun the
total number of possible locations that can
be directly addressed by the program or
CPU

address strobe /o'dres stroub/ nouna
signal in the form of a pulse that indicates
that a valid address is on the address bus

address track /o'dres trek/ noun
track on a magnetic disk containing the ad-
dresses of files or other data stored on oth-
er tracks

address translation /o dres trens
'lexf(a)n/ noun an address produced by
calculating an expression

address word /o'dres w3id/ noun a
computer word that contains the address
data. In a small micro it is usually made up
of two data words.

add time /'&d taim/ noun a period of
time taken either by a CPU or adder to per-
form one addition operation

adjacent domains /5,dzers(o)nt dou
'meinz/ plural noun two domains linked
by two adjacent nodes

adjacent nodes /5'dzers(o)nt noudz/
plural noun two nodes connected by a path
that does not connect any other node
adjunct register /,&dzapkt 'red3isto/
noun a 32-bit register in which the top 16
bits are used for control information and
only the bottom 16 bits are available for
use by a program

adjustment /o'dzastmont/ noun the
making of a slight change made to some-
thing so that it works better, or a change
made O The brightness needs adjustment.
AdLib /2d'lib/ noun a type of sound card
for a PC with basic sound playback and
MIDI functions

administrator /od'ministrerts/ noun a
person who is responsible for looking after
a network, including installing, configur-
ing and maintaining it

Adobe Acrobat /5,doubi 'krobat/ a
trade name for a piece of software that
converts documents and formatted pages
into a file format that can be viewed on al-
most any computer platform or using a
web browser on the Internet (NOTE: For
example, if you publish a newsletter, you
could lay out the pages using a desktop
publish system, print the pages for a pa-
per version and convert the files to Acro-
bat format allowing you to distribute the
same formatted pages on CD-ROM or
over the Internet.)

Adobe Systems /5,doubi 'sistomz/ a
software company that developed products
including Acrobat, ATM, and PostScript
Adobe Type Manager /5,dsubi taip
'maen1d39/ a trade name for a standard for
describing scalable fonts, used with Apple
System 7 and Microsoft Windows to pro-
vide fonts that can be scaled to almost any
point size, and printed on almost any print-
er. Abbr ATM

ADP /1 di: 'pii/ noun data processing
done by a computer. Full form automatic
data processing

ADPCM /e1 di: pi: si: 'em/ noun a
CCITT standard that defines a method of
converting a voice or analog signal into a
compressed digital signal. Full form
adaptive differential pulse code mod-
ulation

ADSL /.e1 di: es 'el/ noun high-speed
transmission standard that uses the same
copper telephone wires as a normal tele-
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phone service, but is much faster than a
standard modem or a digital system such
as ISDN. Full form Asymmetric Digital
Subscriber Line (NOTE: As well as the
speed, ADSL provides a user with an ‘al-
ways on’ connection to the Internet —
there is no need to dial an access
number and no delay. Typically, compa-
nies provide ADSL for a fixed monthly
rental; data is usually transferred from
the Internet to the users computer at
2Mbps but transferred from the user’s
computer to the Internet at a slower rate
of 256Kbps.)

advanced configuration and pow-
er interface /od,vainst kon,figjo
reif(a)n an ,pave 'intafers/ noun full
form of ACPI

Advanced Micro Devices /od
,vainst 'maikrou dr,vaisiz/ full form of
AMD

advanced peer-to-peer network-
ing /od,va:nst ,p1o to ,pro 'netwa:kiy/
noun full form of APPN

advanced power management /od
,vainst ,pave 'menidzmont/ noun full
form of APM

advanced program to program
communications /ad,vainst
Jprougreem to ,prougreem ko mjuini
'ke1f(a)nz/ noun full form of APPC
Advanced Research Projects
Agency Network /od,va:nst riisait|
,prodzekts ,erd3(a)nsi 'netw3sik/ noun
full form of ARPANET

advanced run-length limited /od
,vainst 'ran leg® Jlimitid/ noun a meth-
od of storing data onto a hard disk that is
faster and more efficient than RLL. Abbr
ARLL

advanced technology attachment
/ad,vainst tek,nplod3i o'taetf/mont/
noun full form of ATA

advanced technology attachment
packet interface /odvainst tek
npoladzi o,tet/mont ,pakit 'intofers/
noun a type of standard interface that is
used for CD-ROMs. Abbr ATAPI. Also
called ATA packet interface
Advanced Television Systems
Committee /od,vainst 'teliviz(o)n
sistomz komiti/ noun full form of
ATSC

advanced version  /od,va:nst
'v3if(e)n/ noun a program with more
complex features for use by an experi-
enced user

advanced wave modulation /od
vainst 'werv ;modjuleif(a)n/ noun full
form of AWM

advisory lock /od'varz(o)ri lok/ noun
(in a multitasking system) a lock placed
on a region of a file by one process to pre-
vent any other process accessing the same
data

advisory  system /od vaiz(o)ri
'sistom/ noun an expert system that pro-
vides advice to a user

aerial perspective /eoriol po
'spektiv/ noun a view of a three-dimen-
sional landscape as if the viewer is above
the scene

AFAIK abbr as far as I know (NOTE: used
in emails and text messages)

affiliate marketing /o'filiat
.ma:kiti/ noun a type of marketing that
uses a central website to advertise and sell
products and services from other sites
affirmative /o'faimotiv/  adjective
meaning ‘yes’ O the answer was in the
affirmative the answer was ‘yes’
affirmative acknowledgement /o
f3mmoativ ok'nolidzmant/ noun an ACK
from the receiver that it has accepted the
message and is ready for the next one
AFIPS abbr American Federation of In-
formation Processing Societies

AFP /e1 ef 'pii/ noun a protocol used to
communicate between workstations and
servers in a network of Apple Macintosh
computers. Full form Appletalk Filing
Protocol

afterglow /'a:ftoglou/ noun » persist-
ence

after-image /a:fto 'tmids/ noun a
copy of a block of data that has been mod-
ified

AGC /,e1ds3i: 'siz/ noun an electronic cir-
cuit that adjusts the level of an incoming
signal so that it is suitable for the next part
of the circuit. Full form automatic gain
control

agent /'exdzont/ noun 1. a program or
piece of software that runs on a worksta-
tion in a network and sends performance
and statistical information about the work-
station to a central network management
console 2. a series of commands or actions
that are carried out automatically on a par-
ticular file or data

aggregate /'agrigat/ noun a collection
of data objects

aggregate bandwidth /egrigat
‘baendwid6/ noun the total bandwidth of a
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channel carrying a multiplexed data
stream

aggregate  function /zgrigat
'‘fagk[on/ noun a mathematical database
function performed on a selected field in
every record in a selected database
aggregate line speed / &grigst 'lain
,spiid/ noun the maximum speed at which
data can be transmitted through a particu-
lar channel

aggregate operator /®grigot
'pparerta/ noun a command in a database
management program that starts an aggre-
gate function

AGP /.e1 d3i: 'pii/ noun a dedicated bus
between a graphics controller and main
memory that allows data to be transferred
very quickly without using the main proc-
essor. Full form accelerated graphics
port (NOTE: It is used with the Intel Pen-
tium Il processor to provide very high-
speed three-dimensional graphics and
video processing. This port does not re-
place a PCI bus but works with it.)

Al /e 'ar/ noun the design and develop-
ment of computer programs that attempt to
imitate human intelligence and decision-
making functions, providing basic reason-
ing and other human characteristics. Full
form artificial intelligence. v IKBS
aiming symbol /'etmig ,simb(a)l/,
aiming field noun a symbol displayed on
screen which defines the area in which a
light-pen can be detected

airbrush /'ea braf/ noun (in graphics
software) a painting tool that creates a dif-
fuse pattern of dots, like an mechanical
airbrush O We used the airbrush to create
the cloud effects in this image.

air gap /'ed gap/ noun a narrow gap be-
tween a recording or playback head and
the magnetic medium

AIX/ erar 'eks/ a trade name for a version
of UNIX produced by IBM to run on its
range of PCs, minicomputers and main-
frames. Full form advanced interactive
executive

A law /'5 101/ noun a method of encoding
digital audio data so that an 8-bit data
word can contain a 13-bit audio sample
alert /o'l3:t/ noun a warning message
sent from software to warn a person or ap-
plication that an error or problem has oc-
curred

alert box /a'l3:t boks/ noun a warning
panel displayed on screen to warn a user

about something O The alert box warned
me that I was about to delete all my files.
alert condition /5,Is:t kon'dif(a)n/
noun a status of a particular object or de-
vice that triggers an alarm

algebra /'xld31bra/ noun the use of let-
ters in certain mathematical operations to
represent unknown numbers or a range of
possible numbers

algebraic language /aldzibrerk
'leengwid3/ noun a context-free language
ALGOL /'&lgpl/ noun a high-level pro-
gramming language using algorithmic
methods for mathematical and technical
applications. Full form algorithmic lan-
guage

algorithm /'&lgorid(a)m/ noun a set of
rules used to define or perform a specific
task or to solve a specific problem

‘...image processing algorithms are step by step pro-
cedures for performing image processing opera-
tions’ [Byte]

‘...the steps are: acquiring a digitized image, devel-
oping an algorithm to process it, processing the im-
age, modifying the algorithm until you are satistied
with the result’ [Byte]

algorithmic / xlgo'ridmik/ adjective
expressed using algorithms

algorithmic language / algoridmik
'leeggwid3/ noun full form of ALGOL
alias /'e1lias/ noun a representative name
given to a file, port, device or spreadsheet
cell or range of cells O The operating sys-
tem uses the alias COM1 to represent the
serial port address 3FCh.

aliasing /'eilissin/ noun jagged edges
that appear along diagonal or curved lines
displayed on a computer screen caused by
the size of each pixel

alias name /'eilios nerm/ noun another
name that is used on a network instead of
the user name

alien /'eilion/ adjective not fitting the
usual system

alien disk /'e1lion disk/ noun a disk for-
matted on another system or containing
data in a format that cannot be read or un-
derstood O When you have an alien disk
select the multi-disk option to allow you to
turn the disk drive into an alien disk read-
er.

alien disk reader / eilion 'disk ,ri:do/
noun an add-on device that allows a com-
puter to access data on disks from other
computers or systems

align /o'lain/ verb 1. to make sure that
the characters to be printed are spaced and
levelled correctly, either vertically or hori-
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zontally 2. to arrange numbers into a col-
umn with all figured lines up against the
right hand side (right-aligned) or the left-
hand side (left-aligned) 3. to ensure that a
read/write head is correctly positioned
over the recording medium

aligner /o'lamna/ noun a device used to
make sure that the paper is straight in a
printer

aligning edge /o'lamnig ed3/ noun an
edge of an optical character recognition
system used to position a document
alignment /o'lainmont/ noun the cor-
rect spacing and levelling of printed char-
acters O in alignment correctly aligned
alignment pin /a'lainmant pin/ noun a
peg that fits in a hole to ensure that two de-
vices are correctly aligned

allocate /'zls kert/ verb to divide a pe-
riod of time or a piece of work in various
ways and share it out between users O The
operating system allocated most of main
memory to the spreadsheet program.
(NOTE: allocates — allocating — allocated)
allocation /,zla'ke1f(a)n/ noun the di-
viding of something such as memory, disk
space, printer use, operating system time,
or a program or device in various ways
allocation routine /,zlo'ke1f(o)n ru:
,titn/ noun a short program that divides
the memory resources of a system between
the software and peripherals that use it
allocation unit /,&lo'kerf(o)n ,jurnit/
noun a sector or set of sectors on a hard
disk that is used to store a file or part of a
file

all points addressable mode /5:1
points o'dresab(e)l ;moud/ noun a
graphics mode in which each pixel can be
individually addressed and its colour and
attributes defined. Also called APA mode
alpha /'&lfa/ noun 1. same as alpha test
O The new software is still in an alpha
product stage. 2. an item of data that de-
fines the properties of a pixel or part of an
image

ALPHA /'«lfa/ noun a 64-bit RISC proc-
essor chip developed by Digital Equip-
ment Corporation

alpha beta technique /xlfs 'biito
tek,nitk/ noun a free structure technique
used in artificial intelligence for solving
game and strategy problems

alphabetic character set
/,&lfabetik 'kaerikto ,set/ noun the set of
characters, both capitals and small letters,
that make up the alphabet

alphabetic string / zlfobetik 'strip/
noun a string that only contains alphabetic
characters

alphabetise /'zlfobetaiz/, alphabet-
ize verb to put items into alphabetical or-
der O Enter the bibliographical informa-
tion and alphabetise it. (NOTE: alphabet-
ises — alphabetising — alphabetised)
alpha blending /'lfs ,blendiy/ noun
control over the transparency of a graphi-
cal object, normally used to display com-
plex graphical objects such as glass and
water

alpha channel /'zlfo ,tfen(a)l/ noun
(in 32-bit graphics systems) the top eight
bits that define the properties of a pixel
(NOTE: The lower 24 bits define the pixel's
colour.)

alphageometric /,zlfodzirou'metrik/
adjective referring to a set of codes that in-
struct a teletext terminal to display various
graphics patterns or characters
alphameric /,zlfo'merik/ adjective US
same as alphanumeric

alphamosaic /,zlfomou'zerk/ adjec-
tive (character set) used in teletext to pro-
vide alphanumeric and graphics characters
alphanumeric /lfonju'merik/ ad-
jective using the letters of the alphabet, the
Arabic numerals and punctuation marks
(NOTE: The US term is alphameric.)
alphanumeric array /,zlfonjumerik
a'rer/ noun an array whose elements are
letters and numbers

alphanumeric characters
/,elfonjumerik 'keeriktoz/ plural noun
Roman letters and Arabic numerals and
other signs such as punctuation marks.
Also called alphanumerics
alphanumeric data / @lfonjomerik
'derta/ noun data that represents the let-
ters of the alphabet and the Arabic numer-
als

alphanumeric display
/,@lfenjumerik dr'spler/ noun a display
device able to show characters as well as
numbers

alphanumeric key /@lfonjumerik
'kiz/ noun a keyboard key which produces
a letter, symbol or figure
alphanumeric keyboard
/,®lfonjumerik 'kirboid/ noun a key-
board containing character keys as well as
numerical keys

alphanumeric operand
/,&lfonjumerik 'oparand/ noun an oper-
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and which can contain alphanumeric char-
acters, e.g. a string

alphanumerics  /&lfonju'meriks/
plural noun same as alphanumeric char-
acters

alphanumeric string /,zlfonjumerik
'strig/ noun a series of alphanumeric
characters that are manipulated and treated
as a single unit

alpha-particle /'xlfo ,pa:tik(a)l/ noun
an emitted alpha radiation particle
alpha-particle sensitivity /lfs
pa:tik(a)l ,sensa'trvoti/ nouna problem
experienced by certain MOS memory de-
vices exposed to alpha radiation, causing
loss of stored charge and so of data
alphaphotographic /,zlfafoutou
‘greefik/ adjective which represents pic-
tures using predefined graphics characters,
for teletext services

alphasort /,21fo'so:t/ verb to sort data
into alphabetical order

alpha test /'zlfo test/ noun the first
working attempt of a computer product.
Also called alpha. » beta test

alt /o:1t/ noun a type of newsgroup on the
Internet that contains discussions about al-
ternative subjects. ) newsgroup (NOTE:
These are not official newsgroups and
are not supported or monitored by any
company, and any user can write just
about anything that he or she wants to
say. Some online service providers do
not allow their subscribers to view all of
the alt newsgroups because they may
contain offensive and pornographic ma-
terial.)

alternate /'s:ltonert/ verb to change
from one state to another and back, over
and over again (NOTE: alternates — alter-
nating — alternated)

alternate character set /ol tamot
'kaerikto ,set/ noun a second set of spe-
cial characters that can be accessed from a
keyboard O We can print Greek characters
by selecting the alternate character set.
alternate key /o:l'tamat kiy/ noun a
key in a database file that is not the prima-
ry key

alternate mode /o:l'tsinot moud/
noun an application for multi-user use, in
which two operators can access and share
a single file at the same time

alternate route /o:1't3:not ru:t/ nouna
backup path in a communications system,
used in case of a fault or breakdown

alternating current' /o:ltonertiy
'karant/ noun an electrical current whose
value varies with time in a regular sinusoi-
dal way, changing direction of flow each
half cycle. Abbr AC

COMMENT: The mains electricity supply uses
alternating current to minimise transmission
power loss, with a frequency of 50 Hz in the
UK, 60 Hz in the USA.

alternating current? /o:ltonertiy
'karant/ noun full form of AC
alternation /o:lto'nerf(9)n/ noun a
logical function that produces a true output
if any input is true
alternative denial /o:l tamoativ dr
‘naral/ noun alogical function whose out-
put is false if all inputs are true and true if
any input is false
Alt key /'o:1t kii/ noun a special key on a
PC’s keyboard used to activate special
functions in an application O Press Alt and
P at the same time to print your document.
COMMENT: The Alt key has become the stand-
ard method of activating a menu bar in any
software running on a PC. For example, Alt-F
normally displays the File menu of a program,
Alt-X normally exits the program.
ALU /.er el 'jui/ noun a section of the
CPU that performs all arithmetic and logi-
cal functions. Full form arithmetic logic
unit. Also called arithmetic unit. ) CPU
always on /'a:lweiz o1/ adjective refer-
ring to a feature of high-speed broadband
communications devices such as cable
modems and ADSL that link your compu-
ter to the Internet whereby your computer
appears to be permanently connected to
the net and you do not need to dial up a
special number
AM abbr amplitude modulation
ambience /'zmbians/ noun the sum of
acoustic properties of a room that gives the
listener a sense of space, creating echoes
due to the size of the room
ambient /'embisnt/ adjective referring
to normal background conditions
ambient noise /,;embiont 'norz/ noun
normal background noise that is present all
the time, usually given a reference pres-
sure level of 0.00002 pascal in SI units
ambient temperature /@mbiont
'‘temprit[o/ noun the normal average
temperature of the air around a device
ambiguity / @mbr'gju:iti/ noun some-
thing which is not clearly defined
ambiguity error /embr'gjurtti ero/
noun an error due to incorrect selection of
ambiguous data
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ambiguous /zm'bigjuss/ adjective
which has two or more possible meanings
ambiguous filename /&m,bigjuos
'farlnerm/ noun a filename which is not
unique to a single file, making it difficult
to locate the file

AMD a company that develops and pro-
duces processor components including a
range of processors that are compatible
with Intel processors and are used in many
PCs. Full form Advanced Micro Devic-
es

amendment record /o,men(d)mont
'rekord/ noun a record containing new in-
formation used to update a master record
or file

American National Standards In-
stitute /o, merikon ,n&ef(a)nal
'stendadz ,1nstitju:t/ noun full form of
ANSI

American Standard Code for In-
formation Interchange /o merikon
stendod koud for ,infomeif(o)n
'intat feind3/ noun full form of ASCII
America Online /o,meriks 'pnlain/ a
company that is the largest Internet service
provider in the world. Abbr AOL
amount /a'maunt/ verb o to amount to
to make a total of O The total keyboarded
characters amount to ten million.

amp /emp/ noun same as ampere
(NOTE: used with figures: a 13-amp fuse)
ampere /'emped/ noun the base SI unit
of electrical current, defined as the current
flowing through an impedance of one ohm
which has a voltage of one volt across it.
Abbr A

amplification /,eemplifr'ke1f(a)n/
noun the output-to-input signal strength
ratio O Increase the amplification of the
input signal.

amplifier /'empli,faro/ noun an elec-
tronic circuit that magnifies the power of a
signal

amplify /'emplr far/ verb to magnify a
signal power or amplitude O The received
signal needs to be amplified before it can
be processed. (NOTE: amplifies — amplify-
ing — amplified)

amplitude /'zmplitju:d/ noun the
strength or size of a signal

amplitude modulation /'&mplitju:d
modju,le1f(a)n/ noun a method of carry-
ing data by varying the size of a carrier sig-
nal of fixed frequency according to the
data

amplitude quantisation
/,emplitjuird kwontai'zeif(e)n/ noun
conversion of an analog signal to a numer-
ical representation

analog /'znalog/, analogue
/'&n(a)log/ noun the representation and
measurement of numerical data by contin-
uously variable physical quantities, as for
the size of electrical voltages. Compare
digital

analog channel / @znolog 't[en(a)l/
noun a communications line that carries
analog signals such as speech

analog computer /nslng kom
'pjurte/ nouna computer which processes
data in analog form, represented by a con-
tinuously varying signal

analog data /znolog 'derto/ noun
data that is represented as a continuously
variable signal. Speech is a form of analog
data.

analog display /anslog di'spler/
noun a display or monitor that can display
an infinite range of colours or shades of
grey, unlike a digital display that can only
display a finite range of colours. VGA
monitors are a form of analog display.

analog gate /'&nslpg gert/ nounalog-
ic gate whose output is proportional to an
input signal

analog input card /,.znslog 'mput
kaxd/ noun all circuitry on one PCB re-
quired for amplifying and converting ana-
log input signals to a digital form

analog line /@nolog 'lamn/ noun a
communications line that carries analog
signals, e.g. a telephone line

analog loopback /,&nalog 'lurpbek/
noun a test mode on a modem used to test
the serial port of the local computer or ter-
minal O analog loopback with selftest a
test mode on a modem used to test the se-
rial port of the modem

analog monitor /anolog 'monrto/
noun a display screen that uses a continu-
ously variable input signal to control the
colours display so that it can display a near
infinite range of colours

analog output card /xnolog ,aut
'‘put ka:d/ noun all circuitry on one PCB
required to convert digital output data
from a computer to an analog form

analog recording /,&nolog r1'ko:diy/
noun the storing of signals in their natural
form without conversion to digital form
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analog representation /znolng
reprizen'terf(a)n/ noun a value or varia-
ble in analog form

analog signal /@nolog 'sign(e)l/
noun a continuously varying signal
analog to digital /&nslog to
'did31t(a9)l/ adjective referring to chang-
ing a signal from an analog form to a dig-
itally coded form. Abbr A/D, A to D
analog to digital converter
/,@nalpg to ,did3z1t(a)l kan'va:ta/ noun
full form of ADC

analog transmission /&nolog
traenz'mif(a)n/ noun data transmission in
which the data is sent as a series of chang-
es in a continuously varying signal
analyser /'‘znalaize/ noun a piece of
electronic test equipment that displays var-
ious features of a signal (NOTE: The US
spelling is analyzer.)

analyst /'enoalist/ noun a person who
carries out an analysis of a problem
analytical engine /enalitik(s)l
'‘end31n/ noun a mechanical calculating
machine developed by Charles Babbage in
1833 that is generally considered the first
general-purpose digital computer
anamorphic /ano'mo:fik/ adjective
referring to an image that has unequal ver-
tical and horizontal scaling, making it ap-
pear squashed or taller than the original
ancestral file /&n,sestral 'fail/ nouna
system of backing up files based on a son
to father to grandfather file, where the son
is the current working file

anchor cell /'egko sel/ nounacell in a
spreadsheet program that defines the start
of a range of cells

ancillary equipment /ensilori 1
'kwipmont/ noun equipment which is
used to make a task easier but which is not
absolutely necessary

AND /&nd/ noun an operator, often used
in searches, that matches text that contains
both search words. Compare OR (NOTE:
For example, searching for ‘cat AND dog’
finds all entries that contain both the
words ‘cat’ and ‘dog’)

AND circuit, AND element noun same
as AND gate

AND function /'&nd ,fank[on/ noun a
logical function whose output is true if
both its inputs are true. Also called coin-
cidence function

COMMENT: If both inputs are 1, results of the
AND will be 1. If one of the input digits is 0,
then AND will produce a 0.

AND gate /'zend gert/ noun electronic
gate that performs a logical AND function
on electrical signals. Also called AND cir-
cuit, AND element. Compare coinci-
dence gate

AND operation /'znd ,pporerf(o)n/
noun the processing of two or more input
signals, outputting their AND function
anechoic chamber /&nekouik
'tfexmba/ noun a perfectly quiet room in
which sound or radio waves do not reflect
off the walls

angle /'zngsl/ noun a measure of the
change in direction, usually as the distance
turned from a reference line

angled line /,&nglod 'lamn/ noun a line
with three or more points, e.g. a zig-zag
angstrom /'zygstrom/ noun a unit of
measurement equal to one thousand mil-
lionth of a metre. Abbr A

ANI /e1 en 'ar/ noun a telephone system
which displays the telephone number of
the caller. Full form automatic number
identification

animated GIF /&nimertid ,dzi: ar
‘ef/ noun a simple animation effect creat-
ed by saving several small graphic images
within one file so that they can be repeat-
edly displayed in sequence giving an im-
pression of animation. It is often used to
create animated buttons or other effects on
a webpage. ) transparent GIF
animation /@ni'meif(o)n/ noun the
creation of the illusion of movement by
displaying a series of slightly different im-
ages on screen very rapidly to give the ef-
fect of smooth movement. Also called
computer animation

animation software /ani'meif(o)n
spftwea/ noun software that allows you
to draw several separate frames, each
slightly different, and then display them
one after another in rapid succession to
give the impression of movement. Each
frame is called a cel and the objects that
move are normally called actors.
animatronics /,&nima'troniks/ noun
a technology that uses computers and a
form of radio control to make puppets or
other models appear to move in a lifelike
way, e.g. in films

annotation /&no'teif(o)n/ noun a
comment or note in a program which ex-
plains how the program is to be used
annotation symbol / xnou'terf(o)n
,s1mb(3)l/ nouna symbol used when mak-
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ing flowcharts, to allow comments to be
added

announce /a'nauns/ verb to publicise a
new or updated website by registering the
domain name with the main search en-
gines; (NOTE: announces — announcing —
announced)

COMMENT: Each search engine allows a per-

son to add a new website and enter a descrip-

tion and category. Because there are now

several hundred search engines, special soft-

ware utilities are available to automatically

register the website with each engine.
annunciator /a'nansierts/ noun a sig-
nal which can be heard or seen in order to
attract attention

anode /'znaud/ noun a positive electri-
cal terminal of a device

anonymiser /o'nonimaizo/, ano-
nymizer noun a website that allows a per-
son to browse the World Wide Web with-
out leaving any traces of his or her identity

anonymous FTP /o,nonimos ef ti:
'pit/ noun a method commonly used on
the Internet that allows a user to connect to
a remote computer using the FTP protocol
and log in as a guest to download publicly
accessible files. p FTP (NOTE: If you are
using the FTP protocol to connectto a re-
mote computer and you are asked for a
login name and password, you can nor-
mally gain access to the remote compu-
ter's public areas by entering ‘anony-
mous’ as the login user name and your
full email address as the password.)
ANSI /'@nsi/ a US organisation which
specifies computer and software stand-
ards, including those of high-level pro-
gramming languages (US) Full form
American National Standards Institute
ANSI C /,&nsi 'sii/ noun a standard ver-
sion of the C programming language
ANSI driver /'@nsi ,drarve/ noun a
small resident software program in a PC
that interprets ANSI screen control codes
and controls the screen appropriately
ANSI escape sequence /&nsi I
'skerp ,sitkwons/ noun a sequence of
ANSI screen control characters that con-
trols the colours and attributes of text on
screen (NOTE: The sequence must begin
with the ASCII character Esc (ASCII 27)
and the character [ (ASCII 91).)

ANSI keyboard /,&nsi 'ki:bo:d/ noun
a standard for a keyboard that provides ei-
ther uppercase or upper and lowercase
characters on a typewriter-style keyboard

ANSI screen control /,@nsi 'skri:n
kon,troul/ noun a set of standard codes
developed by ANSI that control how col-
ours and simple graphics are displayed on
a computer screen

answer /'a:insa/ verb to reply to a signal
and set up a communications link O The
first modem originates the call and the
second answers it.

answer back /'a:nso baek/ noun a sig-
nal sent by a receiving computer to identi-
fy itself

answering machine /'a:ns(o)rigp mo
Jim/ noun an application software that
runs on a PC and controls a modem that
has voice-mail functionality

answer mode /'a:nso moaud/ noun the
state of a modem that is waiting to receive
a telephone call and establish a connection
answer modem /'a:nso ,moudem/
noun the state of a modem that emits an
answertone before establishing a connec-
tion with an originate modem
answer/originate, answer/originate
device noun a communications device,
e.g. a modem, that can receive or send data
answer time /'ainso tarm/ noun the
time taken for a receiving device to re-
spond to a signal

answertone /'ainsatoun/ noun a tone
an answering modem emits before the car-
rier is exchanged

anthropomorphic software
/,@enBropamo:fik 'snftwes/ noun artifi-
cial intelligence software that appears to
react to what a user says

anti-aliasing / &nti 'eiliosig/ noun 1. a
method of reducing the effects of jagged
edges in graphics by using shades of grey
to blend in along edges. Also called de-
jagging 2. a method of adding sound sig-
nals between the sound samples to create a
smoother sound

anticoincidence circuit /@ntikou
'insidons  ,s3:kit/, anticoincidence
function noun a logical function whose
output is true if either of two inputs is true,
and false if both inputs are the same
anti-static mat / anti stetik 'met/
noun a special rubberised mat which dissi-
pates static electricity charge through an
electrical earth connection (NOTE: An op-
erator touches the mat before handling
sensitive electronic components that
could be damaged by static electricity.)
anti-tinkle  suppression /a@nti
'tigk(a)l sa,pref(a)n/ noun a switch that
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prevents other telephones on a line ringing
when a modem dials out

anti-virus program /anti 'vairos
.prougrem/ noun a software program that
looks for virus software on a computer and
destroys it before it can damage data or
files

anti-virus software /@nti 'vairos
,softwea/ noun software that removes a
virus from a file

anycast /'enika:st/ noun a type of com-
munication in which a single computer
user sends data across a network to the
nearest of a group of receivers

AOL abbr America Online

APA abbr all points addressable
Apache HTTPD /o, petfi ert| tir ti
pi: 'dit/ noun a popular piece of web serv-
er software that provides the basic func-
tions required to operate a web server on a
computer

aperture /'@pat [a/ noun an opening in a
device that allows a certain amount of light
or a signal to pass through it

aperture mask /'zpst [o ma:isk/ noun
a mask used in colour monitors to keep the
red, green and blue beams separate

API /er pir 'ar/ noun a set of standard
program functions and commands that al-
low any programmer to interface a pro-
gram with another application O If I follow
the published API for this system, my pro-
gram will work properly. Full form appli-
cation programming interface

APL /e1 pi: 'el/ noun a high-level pro-
gramming language used in scientific and
mathematical work. Full form A pro-
gramming language

APM /e1 pi: 'em/ noun a specification
that allows an operating system such as
older Windows to control the power man-
agement features of a computer. Full form
advanced power management. © ACPI
(NOTE: This standard has been replaced
by the ACPI standard in Windows 98 and
Windows NT 5.0.)

APPC /,e1 pi: pi: 'sit/ noun a set of pro-
tocols developed by IBM that allows peer-
to-peer communication between worksta-
tions connected to an SNA network. Full
form advanced program to program
communication. Also called LU 6.2 pro-
tocols

append /o'pend/ verb 1. to add data to
an existing file or record O If you enter the
DOS command COPY A+B, the file B will

be appended to the end of file A. 2. to add
a file or data to the end of an existing file
Apple Computer Corporation
/,&ep(@)] kom'pjuito ko:iporeif(o)n/ a
company, formed in 1975, that has devel-
oped a range of personal computers in-
cluding the Apple II, Apple Lisa and, more
recently, the Apple Mac

‘Apple Computer has fleshed out details of a migra-
tion path to the PowerPC RISC architecture for its 7
million Apple Macintosh users. Developments in the
pipeline include PowerPC versions of the AppleTalk
Remote Access networking protocol.” [Computing]

Apple Desktop Bus /zp()l
,desktop 'bas/ a trade name for a serial
bus built into Apple Macs that allows low-
speed devices, e.g. the keyboard and
mouse, to communicate with the proces-
sor. Abbr ADB

Apple file exchange /,&p(s)l 'fail ks
.tJeimndz/ a trade name for a software pro-
gram that runs on an Apple Mac allowing
it to read disks from a PC

Apple filing protocol /,2p(o)l 'failip
proutokol/ a trade name for a method of
storing files on a network server so that
they can be accessed from an Apple Mac.
Abbr AFP

Apple Key /'&p(a)l ki:/ a trade name for
a special key on the keyboard of an Apple
Mac that, when pressed with another key,
provides a short-cut to a menu selection
Apple Mac /'zp(s)l mek/, Apple Mac-
intosh computer a trade name for any of
a range of personal computers developed
by Apple Computer Corporation that has a
graphical user interface and uses the
68000 family of processors
AppleScript /'&p(o)lskript/ a trade
name for a script language built into the
operation system of an Apple Mac that al-
lows a user to automate simple tasks
Appleshare /'&p(s)lfes/ a trade name
for software that allows Apple Macs to
share files and printers using a file server
Apple System /ap(o)l 'sistom/ a
trade name for a version of the operating
system for the Apple Mac that introduces
multitasking, virtual memory and peer-to-
peer file sharing

applet /'eplot/ noun 1. a small utility
within Microsoft Windows, originally any
of the icons in the Control Panel window,
but now any piece of software that is used
to configure the computer O There are ap-
plets to help format your disk and config-
ure your keyboard. 2. a small applications
on the Internet designed to enhance the
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functionality of a webpage. i) ActiveX,
Java, VBScript (NOTE: For example, if
you want to add multimedia effects to
your webpage, you cannot carry out
these functions with standard HTML
commands, but you could write a small
ActiveX program, called an applet, that is
automatically downloaded by the user’s
browser and run on the user's computer.)

AppleTalk /'&p(o)lta:k/ a trade name
for a communications protocol developed
by the Apple Computer Corporation that
carries data over network hardware be-
tween two or more Apple Macs and pe-
ripherals (NOTE: AppleTalk is similar to
the seven-layer OSI protocol model. It
can link up to 32 devices, uses a CS-
MA/CA design and transmits data at 230
Kbps.)

AppleTalk Filing Protocol /,zp(s)l
tork 'failig ,prouvtokol/ full form of AFP
appliance computer /5 plarons kom
'pjuitd/ noun a ready-to-run computer
system that can be bought in a shop, taken
home and used immediately for a particu-
lar purpose. ) turnkey system
application /apli'keif(o)n/ noun a
task which a computer performs or a prob-
lem which a computer solves
application configuration access
protocol /eplikerf(e)n kon,figju
reif(9)n 'xkses ,provtokol/ full form of
ACAP

application developer
/,@plikerf(a)n di'velopa/ noun a pro-
grammer who designs the look of an appli-
cation and defines its functions
application file /,&pli'kerf(o)n farl/
noun a binary file stored on disk that con-
tains the machine code instructions of a
program

application form /epli'ke1[(s)n form/
noun a form to be filled in when applying
for something O to fill in an application
form for an account on the system
application generator  /&ph
'ke1f(o)n ,dzenorerts/ noun a piece of
special software that allows a programmer
to define the main functions and look of an
application. The generator then automati-
cally creates the instructions to carry out
the defined application.

application icon /&pli'keif(o)n
,atkon/ noun a small image or graphical
symbol that represents an application pro-
gram in a graphical user interface

application layer /epli'kerf(o)n
Jlera/ noun the seventh and top layer in an
ISO/OSI network, which allows a user to
requests functions such as transfer files,
send mail and use resources. The other
layers are not normally accessed by users.
application orientated language
/,@eplikerf(a)n ,orriontertid 'lepngwidz/
noun a programming language that pro-
vides functions which allow the user to
solve certain application problems
application package /&pli'keif(s)n
pekidz/ noun a set of computer pro-
grams and manuals that cover all aspects
of a particular task, e.g. payroll, stock con-
trol or tax. Also called applications
package

application program /&pli'keif(s)n
.prougrem/ noun a piece of application
software O The multi-window editor is
used to create and edit applications pro-
grams.

application programming inter-
face /@plikeif(o)n  'prougremip
J1ntafers/ noun full form of API
application service element
/,@plikerf(a)n 's3:vis ,elimant/ noun a
part of a program in the application layer
of an OSI environment that interacts with
the layers beneath it

application service provider
/,@eplikerf(a)n 's3:vis pro,varda/ noun a
specialist company that installs, config-
ures and manages software on its own
server and then allows any business to use
the software via the Internet or a private
network. Abbr ASP (NOTE: The user does
not realise that the software is located on
a distant server, and the business does
not need to buy or support the software,
just rent it.)

application software / &plikeif(o)n
'softwea/ noun software designed to
make the computer do what is required and
perform particular tasks. Also called ap-
plications software

applications package /pl
'ke1f(o)nz ,paekidz/ noun same as appli-
cation package

application specific integrated
circuits  /@plikerf(o)n  spo,sifik
Jntigrertid 'saikits/ noun full form of
ASIC

applications programmer /zph
'keif(e9)nz ,provgreems/ noun a pro-
grammer who writes application software
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applications software  /@pl
'keif(e)nz ,softwea/ noun same as ap-
plication software

application terminal /,zpli'keif(a)n
t3rmin(9)l/, applications terminal
/,@pli'kerf(a)nz ,t3:min(a)l/ noun a ter-
minal, e.g. at a sales desk, which is spe-
cially configured to carry out certain tasks
application window / apli'keif(a)n
.windou/ noun an application program
running in a window displayed in a graph-
ical user interface such as Microsoft’s
Windows

APPN / e1 pi: pi: 'en/ noun an extension
to the IBM SNA protocol that allows
workstations to share information on a
peer-to-peer basis without the need for a
central mainframe. Full form advanced
peer-to-peer networking (NOTE: It is of-
ten used to route information around a
network and dynamically adjusts the
route if part of the network is damaged.)
approximation  error /5,proksi
'meif(a)n ,ers/ noun an error caused by
rounding off a real number

A programming language /er
'prougremiy ,lengwidz/ noun full form
of APL

APT /1 pi: 'ti/ noun a programming
language used to control numerically con-
trolled machines. Full form automatical-
ly programmed tools

Arabic figures / @robik 'figoz/ noun
same as Arabic numbers

Arabic numbers /,&robik 'namboz/,
Arabic figures /,@robik 'figoz/, Arabic
numerals /,@robik 'njuimoral/ noun
figures such as 1, 2, 3, 4, etc. (as opposed
to the Roman numerals I, II, III. IV, etc.) O
The page numbers are written in Arabic
figures.

arbitration software /,a:br'treif(o)n
,spftwea/ noun software that is responsi-
ble for allocating resources to devices, of-
ten used to manage the way Plug and Play
adapters use other resources in a computer
Archie /'a:tfi:/ noun a system of servers
on the Internet that catalogue the public
files available on the Internet
architecture /'a:kitektfo/ noun the
layout and interconnection of a computer’s
internal hardware and the logical relation-
ships between CPU, memory and 1/O de-
vices

‘Software giant Microsoft is also interested in using
Xerox” Glyph technology as part of its Microsoft At
Work architecture that seeks to unite office comput-
ers with fax machines and copiers.” [ Computing]

archival quality /'a:karv(s)l  kwolati/
noun the length of time that a copy can be
stored before it becomes illegible
archive /'a:karv/ noun storage of data
over a long period B verb to put data in
storage (NOTE: archives — archiving — ar-
chived)

archive attribute /,a:karv o'tribju:t/,
archive bit noun a special attribute at-
tached to a file that indicates if the file has
been archived since it was last changed.
Also called archive flag

archived copy /,a:karvd 'kopi/ noun a
copy kept in storage

archive file /'‘a:karv fail/ noun a file
containing data which is out of date but
which is kept for future reference
archive flag /'a:karv flag/ noun same
as archive attribute

archive site /'a:karv sart/ noun one
computer on the Internet that provides a
vast collection of public-domain files and
programs, copied from other computers
around the Internet, that a user can down-
load

archive storage /a:karv 'stoirids/
noun storage of data for a long period of
time

area/'eario/ noun a section of memory or
code that is reserved for a certain purpose
area fill /'earis f1l/ noun (in graphics) an
instruction to fill an area of the screen or
an enclosed pattern with a colour or pat-
tern

area graph /'esrio gra:f/ noun a line
graph in which the area below the line is
filled with a pattern or colour

area search /'eorio s3itf/ noun a
search for specific data within a certain
section of memory or files

arg /a:g/ noun same as argument
argument /'a:gjomant/ noun a variable
acted upon by an operator or function O If
you enter the words ‘MULTIPLY A, B’, the
processor will recognise the operator,
MULTIPLY, and use it with the two argu-
ments, A and B. ) operand. Abbr arg
argument separator /'a:gjumont
,separerta/ noun a punctuation mark or
symbol that separates several arguments
on one line O The command ‘MULTIPLY
A, B’ uses a comma as the argument sepa-
rator.

arithmetic capability /ariOmetik
[keipa'biliti/ noun the ability of a device
to perform mathematical functions
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arithmetic check /o'riOmotik tfek/
noun a further arithmetic operation carried
out to ensure that a result is correct
arithmetic functions /o,r10motik
'fagkfonz/ plural noun calculations car-
ried out on numbers, e.g. addition, subtrac-
tion, multiplication and division
arithmetic instruction /@rimetik
m'strak[on/ noun an instruction to per-
form an arithmetic operation on data rather
than a logical function

arithmetic logic unit /ariOmetik
'Indz1k ,juinit/ noun full form of ALU
arithmetic operation /ariOmetik
,opa'rerf(a)n/ noun a mathematical func-
tion carried out on data

arithmetic operator /ariOmetik
'pparerta/ noun a symbol which indicates
an arithmetic function, e.g. + for addition,
x for multiplication

arithmetic register /ariOmetik
'red31sta/ noun a memory location which
stores operands

arithmetic shift / @riOmetik '[ift/
noun a word or data moved one bit to the
left or right inside a register, losing the bit
shifted off the end

arithmetic unit / &riOmetik 'ju:nit/
noun same as ALU

arm /a:m/ verb 1. to prepare a device or
machine or routine for action or inputs 2.
to define which interrupt lines are active
armed interrupt /a:md ‘'mtorapt/
noun an interrupt line which has been
made active, using an interrupt mask
ARP /.er a: 'pii/ noun a protocol within
the TCP/IP standard that is used to deter-
mine whether the source and destination
address in a packet are in the data-link
control or Internet protocol format. Full
form address resolution protocol
(NOTE: Once the format of the address is
known, the packet can be correctly rout-
ed over a network.)

ARPANET /'a:panet/ noun the original
network of interconnected computers,
linked by leased lines, that formed the first
prototype for the current Internet. It was
developed by the US Department of De-
fense. Full form advanced research
projects agency network

ARQ /.er a: 'kju:/ noun an error correc-
tion system, used in some modems, which
asks for data to be re-transmitted if it con-
tains errors. Full form automatic repeat
request

array /a'rer/ noun an ordered structure
containing individually accessible ele-
ments referenced by numbers, used to
store tables or sets of related data

array bounds /o'rer baundz/ plural
noun limits to the number of elements
which can be given in an array

array dimension /o'rer dar,men/(a)n/
noun the number of elements in an array,
given as rows and columns

array element /s'rer elimont/ noun
one individual piece of data within an ar-
ray

array processor /o'rer prousesa/
noun a computer that can act upon several
arrays of data simultaneously, for very fast
mathematical applications O The array
processor allows the array that contains
the screen image to be rotated with one
simple command.

arrow key /'zrau kii/ noun each of a set
of four keys on a keyboard that move the
cursor or pointer around the screen, con-
trolling movement up, down, left and right
arrow pointer / erou 'pomnta/ noun a
small arrow on-screen that you can move
using the mouse

artefact /'a:tifekt/, artifact noun 1. a
very small error in a video signal 2. a very
small error in a digital version of an analog
signal

article /'a:tik(o)l/ noun one message in a
newsgroup

artifact /'a:tifekt/ noun another spell-
ing of artefact

artificial intelligence /,a:tifif(o)l m
'telidz(a)ns/ noun full form of Al
artificial life /,a:tifif (o)l 'larf/ noun the
use of computer systems to imitate aspects
of natural human behaviour such as learn-
ing and reproduction

artificial neural network /,a:tif1f(a)l
'njuaoral netwsik/ noun a system for
processing information that is made up of
interconnected elements that behave in a
similar way to the neurons in the human
nervous system and have the ability to
learn through experience

artwork /'a:t,ws:k/ noun graphical
work or images

ascend /a'send/ verb to increase
ascender /o'sends/ noun a part of a
character that rises above the main line of
printed characters, e.g. the upward line of
a ‘b’ or‘d
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ascending order /o,sendiy ‘'o:do/
noun an arrangement of data with the
smallest value or date first in the list
ASCII /'&ski:/ noun a code which repre-
sents alphanumeric characters in binary
code. Full form American Standard
Code for Information Interchange
ASCIl character /'®ski  karikto/
noun a character which is in the ASCII list
of codes

ASCII file /'eski fail/ noun a stored file
containing only ASCII coded character
data O Use a word processor or other pro-
gram that generates a standard ASCII file.
ASCII keyboard /,zski 'kitbo:d/ noun
a keyboard that provides a key for every
ASCII code

ASCII text /'eski tekst/ noun the set of
letter and number characters with an AS-
CII code between 0 and 127

ASCIIZ string /,&ski: 'zed ,strig/ noun
a sequence of ASCII characters followed
by the ASCII code zero that indicates the
end of the sequence in programming
ASF / e1 es 'ef/ noun a multimedia deliv-
ery format developed by Microsoft for de-
livery over the Internet and used in its Net-
Show product. Full form active stream-
ing format

ASIC /et es a1 'sit/ plural noun specially
designed ICs for one particular function or
to special specifications. Full form appli-
cation specific integrated circuits
ASP abbr 1. Active Server Page 2. appli-
cation service provider

aspect ratio /&spekt 'rerfiouv/ noun
the ratio of the width to the height of pixel
shapes

aspect system /a@spekt 'sistom/
noun a method of storing and indexing
documents in a retrieval system

ASR /e1es 'ai/ noun adevice or terminal
that can transmit and receive information.
Full form automatic send/receive.
Compare KSR

COMMENT: An ASR terminal can input informa-
tion via a keyboard or via a tape cassette or
paper tape. It can receive information and
store it in internal memory or on tape.

ASR keyboard /er es a: 'kitbo:d/
noun a communications console keyboard
that has all the characters and punctuation
keys and special control, send and receive
keys

assemble /a'semb(o)l/ verb 1. to put a
hardware or software product together
from various smaller parts O The parts for

the disk drive are made in Japan and as-
sembled in France. (NOTE: assembles —
assembling — assembled) 2. to translate
assembly code into machine code O There
is a short wait during which time the pro-
gram is assembled into object code. 3. to
insert specific library routines or macros
or parameters into a program

assembler /5'semblo/ noun a program
which converts a program written in as-
sembly language into machine code. Also
called assembler program

assembler error messages /o
,semblo 'era mesid3/ plural noun mes-
sages produced by an assembler that indi-
cate that errors have been found in the
source code

assembler language /o'semblo
Jleengwidsz/ noun same as assembly lan-
guage

assembler mnemonic /5,semblos n1
'monik/ noun a standard word abbrevia-
tion used when writing a program for a
particular CPU in assembly language, e.g.
LDA for load register A

assembler program /o'semblo
.prougraem/ noun same as assembler

assembly /o'sembli/ noun the process
of putting an item together from various
parts O There are no assembly instructions
to show you how to put the computer to-
gether.

assembly code /o'sembli koud/ noun
a set of mnemonics which are used to rep-
resent machine code instructions in an as-
sembler program

assembly language /o'sembli
lengwid3/ noun a programming lan-
guage using mnemonics to code instruc-
tions which will then be converted to ma-
chine code. Also called assembler lam-
guage, base language

assembly listing /o'sembli listig/
noun a display of an assembler ordered ac-
cording to memory location

assembly plant /o'sembli plaint/
noun a factory where units are put together
from parts made in other factories
assembly routine /o'sembli ru:,tin/,
assembly system /o'sembli  sistom/
noun a part of a computer program that
translates assembly code into machine
code

assembly system /o'semblr sistom/
noun same as assembly routine
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assembly time /o'sembli tarm/ noun
the time taken by an assembler to translate
a program

assertion /o's3:f(o)n/ noun a program
statement of a fact or rule

assets /'@sets/ plural noun separate
data elements such as video, audio and im-
age that are used in a multimedia applica-
tion

assign /a'sain/ verb 1. to give a compu-
ter or person something to do O He was as-
signed the job of checking the sales fig-
ures. 2. to set a variable equal to a string of
characters or numbers 3. to keep part of a
computer system for use while a program
is running

assigned numbers /9,saind
'namboaz/ plural noun unique numbers
that are each assigned to an Internet or net-
work manufacturer’s device, protocol or
other resource (NOTE: Manufacturers ap-
ply for a unique ID number from the IANA
organisation.)

assignment /s'sainmont/ noun the
process of setting a variable equal to a val-
ue or string or character

assignment compatible /9
,saimnmont kom'paetab(a)l/ adjective (in
the Pascal programming language) refer-
ring to a value whose type is established by
a check to be allowed

assignment conversion 6]
,sammoant kon'va:if(a)n/ noun (in the C
and Fortran programming languages) an
operation to change the type of a value

assignment statement /o, sainmont
'stertmont/ noun a basic programming
command that sets a variable equal to a
value or string or character

associated document /fail/, associ-
ated file noun a document or file that is
linked to its originating application (NOTE:
When you select the file, the operating
system automatically starts the originat-
ing application.)

associative addressing /s,sousiot1v
9'dresiy/ noun the identification of a lo-
cation by its contents rather than its ad-
dress. Also called content-addressable
addressing

associative memory /o sousiotrv
'mem(a)ri/ noun a method of data retriev-
al that uses part of the data rather than an
address to locate the data. Also called as-
sociative storage

associative processor /o,sousiat1v
'prousesa/ noun a processor that uses as-
sociative memory

associative storage /o,sousiotiv
'stoirid3z/ noun same as associative
memory

associative storage register /o
,sausiativ 'stoirid3 redzista/ noun a
register that is located by its contents rath-
er than a name or address

asterisk /'@storisk/ noun 1. a graphical
symbol (*) used in programming as a sign
for multiplication 2. a graphical symbol
(*) used as a wildcard in many operating
systems, including DOS, to mean any
characters

asterisk fill /'&st(o)risk f1l/ noun the
filling of unused decimal places with the
asterisk symbol

asymmetric compression /es1
.metrik kom'pre[(a)n/ noun a method of
reducing the space taken by data
Asymmetric Digital Subscriber
Line /asimetrik  didzit(a)l sab
'skrarba ,lan/ noun full form of ADSL
asymmetric transmission /erst
metrik trenz'mif(e)n/ noun a method
of data transmission which has two differ-
ent speeds for data received by the compu-
ter and data transmitted by the computer
asymmetric video compression
/etst,metrik  'vidiou  kom,pref(o)n/
noun the use of a powerful computer to
compress video, allowing it to be played
back on a less powerful computer

async /er'sigk/ adjective same as asyn-
chronous (informal)

asynchronous /o'sigpkronos/ adjec-
tive referring to serial data or equipment
which does not depend on being synchro-
nised with another piece of equipment
asynchronous access /e1,sipkronas
‘eekses/ noun communication using hand-
shaking to synchronise data transmission
asynchronous cache /er sipkronos
'kae[/ noun a type of cache memory that
provides the slowest performance and uses
a type of SDRAM that is cheap but slow
asynchronous communication /et
sigkronas ko mju:nr'keif(a)n/ noun
data transmission between devices that is
not synchronized to a clock, but is trans-
mitted when ready

asynchronous = communication
server /e1,s1gkronas ko ,mjuini
'kerf(a)n ,s3:va/ noun full form of ACS
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asynchronous communications
interface adapter /o,sigkronas ko
.mjuinikerf(a)nz 'intofers o,daepto/
noun full form of ACIA
asynchronous computer /e1
,sigkronas kam'pju:ts/ noun 1. a com-
puter that changes from one operation to
the next according to signals received
when the process is finished 2. a computer
in which a process starts on the arrival of
signals or data rather than on a clock pulse
asynchronous data transfer /er
,sigpkronos ,derto 'trensfs:/ noun trans-
fer of data between two devices that takes
place without any regular or predictable
timing signal
asynchronous mode /er'sigkronos
moud/ noun the state of a terminal linked
to another piece of equipment in a way in
which the two need not be synchronised
asynchronous port /er sipkronas
'poit/ nouna connection to a computer al-
lowing asynchronous data access O Since
asynchronous ports are used no special
hardware is required.
asynchronous procedure call /er
,sigpkronos pra'sizdzo ,ko:l/ noun a pro-
gram function that runs separately from
the main program and will execute when a
particular set of conditions exist. Abbr
APC
asynchronous transfer mode /er
,sigpkronos 'trensfs:r ;moud/ noun full
form of ATM
asynchronous transmission /er
,sigkronas treenz'mif(o)n/ noun data
transmission that uses handshaking sig-
nals rather than clock signals to synchro-
nize data pulses
AT /,e1 'tiz/ noun a trade name for a stand-
ard of PC originally developed by IBM
that uses a 16-bit 80286 processor
COMMENT: AT originally meant IBM’'s Ad-
vanced Technology personal computer, but is

now used to describe any IBM PC compatible
that uses a 16-bit processor.

ATA / er ti: 'er/ nounhard disk drive tech-
nology in which the controller is part of
the disk drive rather than being part of the
main computer or located on the mother-
board. Full form advanced technology
attachment. Also called AT attachment
ATA Fast /er ti: \e1 'fa:st/ noun a pro-
prietary standard interface developed by
Seagate and based on ATA that improves
the transfer rate and has three modes of op-
eration that provide either 11.1 MBps,
13.3 MBps or 16.6 MBps transfer rates

ATA packet interface /e ti: er
'pekit ,mtofers/ noun same as ad-
vanced technology attachment packet
interface

ATAPI abbr advanced technology attach-
ment packet interface

AT attachment /er 'ti: o tet/mont/
noun same as ATA

ATA Ultra /.ex tiz e1 'aAltra/ noun a pro-
prietary extension to ATA-2, developed by
Quantum Corp., that provides a high-
speed standard interface that provides data
transfer at up to 33 MBps.

AT-bus /st bas/ noun an expansion bus
standard developed by IBM that uses an
edge connector to carry 16-bits of data and
address information

ATC /ex tix 'sit/ noun permission granted
by the software publisher to the user to
make a certain number of copies of a pro-
gram. Full form authorization to copy
(NOTE: Some companies have intro-
duced ATC schemes that allow users of
certain software to make duplicates of
the companies’ programs for a fee.)

AT command set /er1 ti: ko'maind
set/ noun a standard set of commands to
control a modem, developed by Hayes
Corporation

ATD /er tir 'diz/ noun a standard com-
mand for compatible modems used to dial
a telephone number; defined by Hayes
Corporation. Full form attention, dial
ATE / er ti: 'it/ noun computer controlled
testing facilities that can check a complex
circuit or PCB for faults or problems. Full
form automatic test equipment
Athlon XP /'0lon eks ,pii/ a trade
name for a 32-bit processor, developed by
AMD, that can run the same software as an
Intel Pentium processor

AT-keyboard /ot 'ki:bo:d/ noun a
standard keyboard layout for IBM AT per-
sonal computers, with 102 keys with a row
of 12 function keys along the top

ATM' /e1 tir 'em/ abbr Adobe Type
Manager

ATM?= /er ti: 'em/ noun 1. method of
transferring data very rapidly, at up to 155
Mbps, across an ISDN link or network 2. a
CCITT and ANSI standard defining cell
relay transmission » full form asynchro-
nous transfer mode

ATM adaptation layer /er ti: em
&daep'terf(d)n lera/ noun part of the
ATM system that translates a user’s data to
the standard ATM cell format. Abbr AAL
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ATM cell format / er1 ti: 'em sel/ noun
data sent over an ATM network in a 53-oc-
tet packet that includes a header and ad-
dress information

ATM layers /er1 ti: ,em 'leras/ noun a
method of dividing the functions of an
ATM network system into hierarchical
layers

AT mode /e1 'ti: ;moud/ noun a state of
amodem that is ready to accept commands
using the Hayes AT command set

ATM payload /e ti: ,em ,per'lovd/
noun a section of an ATM cell that con-
tains the data. It contains 48 octets of data
within the 53-octet cell.

A to D adjective same as analog to dig-
ital

A to D converter /'s to, tu diz/ noun
same as ADC O The speech signal was
first passed through an A to D converter
before being analysed.

atom /'&tom/ noun 1. the smallest parti-
cle of an element that has the same proper-
ties as the element 2. a value or string that
cannot be reduced to a simpler form
atomic /s'tomik/ adjective an referring
to an operation that returns data to its orig-
inal state if it is stopped during processing
ATSC /er tir es 'siz/ noun a committee
that defines the SDTV and HDTV stand-
ards for use in the USA. Full form Ad-
vanced Television Systems Commit-
tee

attach /o'tet [/ verb to connect a node or
login to a server on a network

attached processor /o taetft
'prousesa/ noun a separate microproces-
sor in a system that performs certain func-
tions under the control of a central proces-
sor

attachment /o'tetfmont/ noun a
named file which is transferred together
with an electronic mail message O There is
an attachment with my last mail message —
it contains the sales report.

attack /o'teek/ noun the shape of the start
of a sound signal over time

attended operation /o,tendid ,opo
're1f(9)n/ noun a process which has an op-
erator standing by in case of problems
attention, dial /5,tenfon 'daral/ noun
full form of ATD

attention code /o'tenfon koud/ noun
the two characters ‘AT’ that are used to
preface a command to a Hayes-compatible
modem (NOTE: For example, ‘ATD123
tells the modem to dial the number ‘123’)

attention interruption /5 tenf(o)n
JInta'rapfon/ noun an interrupt signal
that requests the attention of the processor
attention key /o'tenf(o)n ki:/ noun a
key on a terminal that sends an interrupt
signal to the processor

attenuation /s tenju'erf(o)n/ noun 1.
reduction or loss of signal strength 2. the
difference between transmitted and re-
ceived power measured in decibels O If the
cable is too long, the signal attenuation
will start to cause data errors. Opposite
gain

attribute /'&tribju:t/ noun1. a field en-
try in a file O This attribute controls the
colour of the screen. 2. a piece of informa-
tion concerning the display or presentation
of information 3. a set of control data
stored with and controlling particular
functions or aspects of the file in some op-
erating systems such as DOS and OS/2
auctioneering device /,5:kJo'n1ory
di,vais/ noun a device that will select the
maximum or minimum signal from a
number of input signals

audible /'o:dib(a)l/ adjective which can
be heard O The printer makes an audible
signal when it runs out of paper.

audio /'o:diou/ adjective referring to
sound or to things which can be heard
audio board /'o:diou bo:d/ noun same
as sound card

audio file /'o:diou fail/ noun a digital
sound sample stored on disk

audio range /'o:diou reind3/ noun the
frequency range between 50-20,000 Hz
that can be detected by a human ear
audio response unit /o:diou 11
'spons ,juinit/ noun a speech synthesiser
that allows a computer to speak responses
to requests

audiotex /'o:diouteks/ noun an interac-
tive voice response over the telephone in
which a computer asks the caller questions
and the caller responds by pressing num-
bers on his telephone

audio/video interleaved /o:diou
vidiou ,1nta'lirzvd/ noun full form of AVI
audio-video support system
/,01diou ,vidiou sa'poit/ noun full form
of AVSS

audit /'5:dit/ noun the process of noting
tasks carried out by a computer B verb to
examine the state of a system and check
that it is still secure or working properly
audit trail /'5:dit tre1l/ noun a record of
details of the use made of a system by not-
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ing transactions carried out, used for
checking on illegal use or malfunction
augend /'s:gend/ noun the number to
which another number, the addend, is add-
ed to produce the sum

augmented addressing />:g,mentid
9'dresin/ noun the producing of a usable
address word from two shorter words

augmenter /5:g'ments/ noun a value
added to another

AUI connector /er1 ju: 'ar ko,nekto/
noun a D-connector used to connect thick
Ethernet cable to a network adapter

AUP abbr acceptable use policy

authentication of messages /o:
Bentikerf(e)n ov 'mesid3ziz/ noun the
use of special codes to identify the sender
of messages, so that the messages can be
recognised as being genuine
authenticator /o:'0entikerts/ noun a
trustworthy company that provides au-
thentication for digital signatures on the
Internet (NOTE: This process is used by
secure websites (shopping or payment
sites) to prove to a visitor that the website
has been created by the authorised pub-
lisher.)

author /'5:0s/ noun the person who
wrote a program B verb to create a multi-
media application by combining sound,
video and images
‘The authoring system is a software product that in-
tegrates text and fractally compressed images, using
any wordprocessor line editor, to create an electronic
book with hypertext links between different pages.’
[Computing]
authoring language /0:0ar1p
'lengwidz/ noun a programming lan-
guage used to write CAL and training pro-
grams
authoring software  /,0:00r1p
'sistom/, authoring system noun 1. a
special application that allows you to cre-
ate multimedia titles. Authoring software
lets you design the pages of the multime-
dia book and place video clips, images,
text and sound on a page. (NOTE: Almost
all multimedia developers use some type
of authoring software rather than a tradi-
tional programming language because
it's a much faster and easier way to cre-
ate multimedia programs.) 2. same as
webpage design software
authorisation /,0:0orar'ze1[(o)n/, au-
thorization noun 1. permission or power
to do something 2. the process of giving a
user permission to access a system

authorisation code /,210arar
'zerf(9)n koud/ noun a code used to re-
strict access to a computer system to au-
thorised users only

authorisation to copy
/,010araizerf(a)n to 'kopr/ noun full
form of ATC

authorised user /,5:00,raizd 'ju:zo/,
authorized user noun person who is al-
lowed to access a system

authority file, authority list noun a list
of special terms used by people compiling
a database and also by the users of the da-
tabase

author level /,5:00 'lev(a)l/ noun the
mode of an authoring software package
that is used by the author to design the ap-
plication (NOTE: The user uses the fin-
ished application at user level.)

auto advance /,o:tou od'va:ns/ nouna
system by which the paper in a printer is
automatically moved forward to the next
line at the end of a line

auto-answer /o:tou 'ainso/ noun a
feature of a modem that will automatically
answer a telephone when called

auto-baud scanning /'o:itou bo:d/,
auto-baud sensing /'o:tou bo:d/ noun a
feature of a modem that can automatically
sense and select the correct baud rate for a
line

auto-boot /'o:tou bu:t/ noun a feature
of a computer system that will initiate a
boot-up procedure when it is switched on
auto-dial /,o:tou 'daral/ noun feature of
a modem that dials a number automatical-
ly using stored data

AUTOEXEC.BAT /o:touig'zek bat/
noun (in an IBM PC running the MS-DOS
operating system) a batch file that con-
tains commands that are executed when
the computer is first switched on or reset

autoflow /'o:touflou/ noun a feature of
DTP or wordprocessing software that au-
tomatically flows text around a graphic
image or from one page to the next
auto-login /,0:tou 'lngin/, auto-logon
/,0:1tau 'logon/ noun a phone number,
password and user’s number transmitted
when requested by a remote system to au-
tomate logon. Also called automatic log-
on

automated teller machine

/,ottomertid 'telo mo,fimn/ noun full
form of ATM
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automatically programmed tools
/,ortomaetikli ,provgreemd 'tu:lz/ plural
noun full form of APT

automatic backup /o:tomatik
'baeekAp/ noun same as auto save
automatic call distribution
/,ortomaetik 'ko:l distribjuif(e)n/ noun
full form of ACD

automatic calling unit /o:tometik
'kolig ,jurnit/ noun full form of ACU
automatic carriage return
/,ortomaetik 'kaeridsz ri,t3in/ nouna sys-
tem in which the cursor automatically re-
turns to the beginning of a new line when
it reaches the end of the previous one
automatic checking /o:tometik
't fekin/ noun error detection and valida-
tion check carried out automatically on re-
ceived data

automatic data capture />:tometik
'derto \kept[o/ noun a system in which
data is automatically recorded in a compu-
ter system, as it is input

automatic data processing
/,ortomaetik 'derto ,prousesin/ noun full
form of ADP

automatic decimal adjustment
/ortomaetik 'destm(9)l o,d3astmont/
noun the process of lining up all the deci-
mal points in a column of figures
automatic error correction
/,ortomaetik 'era ko,rekf(a)n/ noun cor-
rection of received data, using error detec-
tion and correction codes

automatic error detection
/,oitomaetik 'era dr,tekf(a)n/ noun use
of an alphanumeric code, e.g. a grey code,
that will allow any errors to be detected
automatic font downloading
/,ortameaetik 'font doun,loudin/ nounthe
process in which special font information
is sent to a printer by the application
automatic frequency switching
/,ortomaetik 'fritkwonsi ,switf1g/ noun
same as automatic mode

automatic gain /o:tomeatik 'gem/
noun an electronic circuit which automat-
ically increases the volume when someone
is speaking quietly and drops it when
someone is speaking loudly

automatic gain control /o:tometik
,gein kon'traul/ noun full form of AGC
automatic hyphenation /o:tomztik
Jharfa'naif(e)n/ noun a feature of a soft-
ware program that looks up in an electron-
ic dictionary how to correctly split and hy-
phenate words

automatic letter writing /,o:tomztik
'leto ,rartig/ noun the writing of form let-
ters using a word-processor

automatic loader /,o:tomztik 'louda/
noun a short program, usually in ROM,
that will boot up a system and load a pro-
gram

automatic log on /oitometik 'log
,bn/ noun same as auto-login
automatic mailing list /,o:tometik
'meilig list/ noun » listserv
automatic mode /,5:to'meetik moud/
noun a feature of a monitor that can adjust
its internal circuits to the different fre-
quencies used by different video stand-
ards. Also called automatic frequency
switching

automatic number identification
/,oitomeetik 'namba a1, dentifikerf(a)n/
noun full form of ANI

automatic power off /o:itometik
pava 'of/ noun a feature of equipment
that will switch itself off if it has not been
used for a certain time

automatic programming
/ottomaetik  'prougraemiy/ noun the
process of producing an optimum operat-
ing system for a particular process
automatic recalculation
/,ottomaetik rir keelkju'leif(o)n/ noun a
spreadsheet mode in which the answers to
new formula are calculated every time any
value or cell changes

automatic recovery program
/ottomaetik  rr'kav(e)ri  prouvgraem/
noun a piece of software that is automati-
cally run when a piece of equipment fails,
to ensure that the system continues to op-
erate

automatic repeat / o:tometik ri'pi:t/
noun a facility whereby a character is au-
tomatically repeated if the key is kept
pressed down. Also called auto repeat
automatic repeat request
/,ortomeetik rr'piit ri,kwest/ noun full
form of ARQ

automatic send/receive
/,ortomeetik ,send ri'sizv/ noun full form
of ASR

automatic sequencing /,o:tometik
'sitkwans1n/ noun the ability of a compu-
ter to execute a number of programs or
tasks without extra commands
automatic speed matching
/,oitomeetik 'spird meet 1/ noun the
ability of a modem to adjust its data rate to
the speed of the remote modem
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automatic test equipment
/,ortomeetik 'test 1, kwipmoant/ noun full
form of ATE

automatic volume control
/,ottomaetik 'voljurm kon,troul/ noun
full form of AVC

auto-redial /o:tou 'rirdarol/ noun a
feature of a modem that dials a telephone
number again if engaged, until it replies
auto-reliable mode /oitou 11
'larab(o)l ;moaud/ noun a feature of a mo-
dem in which the modem will try and es-
tablish a reliable connection with another
modem using error correction

auto repeat /,o:tou r1'piit/ noun same
as automatic repeat

autoresponder /,ottaurt'sponda/
noun a software application that automat-
ically indicates that a person is unavailable
to respond to incoming email

auto restart / o:tou 'rirstat/ noun a
feature of a computer that can initialise
and reload its operating system if there is a
fault or power failure or at switch on

auto save /'o:tou serv/ noun a feature
of some application programs, e.g. word-
processor or database software, that auto-
matically saves the file being used every
few minutes in case of a power failure or
system crash. Also called automatic
backup

auto scan /'o:tou skaen/ noun the abili-
ty of a monitor to maintain the same rec-
tangular image size when changing from
one resolution to another

auto start /'o:tou sta:t/ noun a facility
to load a program automatically when the
computer is switched on

auto stop /'o:tou stop/ noun a feature
of a tape player which stops when it has
reached the end of a tape

autosync /'s:tousigk/ noun a feature of
a modem that allows it to transfer synchro-
nous data signals to and from a computer
that can only transfer asynchronous sig-
nals

auto trace /'o:tou trers/ noun a feature
of some graphics programs that will trans-
form a bit-mapped image into a vector im-
age by automatically locating the edges of
the shapes in the image and drawing lines
around them

auto verify / o:tou 'verifar/ nouna ver-
ification procedure carried out automati-
cally, as soon as the data has been saved

AUX / er1 ju: 'eks/ noun a serial commu-
nications port under the DOS operating
system. Full form auxiliary

A/UX a trade name for a version of the
Unix operating system for the Apple Mac
range of computers

auxiliary /o:g'ziliari/ noun full form of
AUX

auxiliary device /o:g,ziliori dr'vars/
noun a piece of computer hardware that is
not part of the central processing unit but
is controlled by it, e.g. a printer or scanner.
Also called peripheral

auxiliary equipment /o:g,ziliori 1
'kwipmont/ noun backup or secondary
equipment in case of a breakdown
auxiliary memory  /oig,ziliori
'mem(a)ri/ noun same as auxiliary stor-
age

auxiliary processor /o:g,ziliori
'prousesa/ noun an extra, specialised
processor, e.g. an array or numerical proc-
essor, that can work with a main processor
to improve performance

auxiliary storage /a1g,z1liari
'storridz/, auxiliary store noun any data
storage medium that is not the main high
speed computer storage (RAM) O Disk
drives are auxiliary storage on this ma-
chine. Also called auxiliary memory
auxilliary audio device /o:g,ziliori
'o:diou di,vais/ noun an audio device
whose output is mixed with other wave-
forms

available bit rate /5,veilob(a)l 'bit
;rert/ noun full form of ABR

available list /5'veilob(a)l list/ noun a
list of unallocated memory and resources
in a system

available point /a'veilab(a)l point/
noun the smallest single unit or point of a
display whose colour and brightness can
be controlled

available power /5,veilob(a)l 'paua/
noun the maximum electrical or process-
ing power that a system can deliver
available time /o'veilob(o)l tarm/
noun the time during which a system may
be used

avalanche /'zvolaintf/ noun a se-
quence of actions in which each action
starts another O There was an avalanche of
errors after I pressed the wrong key.
avatar /'zvotar/ noun 1. the graphical
image that is used to represent a real per-
son in a cyberspace or three-dimensional
system, e.g. the image of a person in a
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three-dimensional adventure game 2. the
name for the superuser account on a UNIX
system. Also called root

AVC! /,e1 vit 'sit/ noun an electronic cir-
cuit that maintains a constant sound level
despite undesired differences in strength
of the incoming signal. Full form auto-
matic volume control

AVC2 /e1 vi: 'sii/ a trade name for multi-
media software developed by IBM that
works with its Audio Capture and Video
Capture boards

average access time /&v(o)rids
'zkses ,tarm/ noun the average time tak-
en between a request being sent and data
being returned from a memory device
average delay /av(o)ridz di'le/
noun the average time that a user must
wait when trying to access a communica-
tion network O The average delay increas-
es at nine-thirty when everyone tries to
log-in.

AVI /er vi: 'al/ noun a Windows multi-
media video format developed by Micro-
soft. Full form audio/video interleaved
AVSS /e1 vi: es 'es/ noun a digital video
system, originally for MS-DOS, used to

play back video and audio files on a com-
puter. Full form audio-video support
system

AWM /.e1 ,dab()l ju: 'em/ noun a sys-
tem developed by Yamaha to sample natu-
ral sounds and convert them to digital
form. Full form advanced wave modu-
lation

axis /'eksis/ noun 1. aline around which
something turns O The CAD package al-
lows an axis to be placed anywhere.
(NOTE: The plural is axes.) 2. a reference
line which is the basis for coordinates on a
graph

azerty keyboard /oza:ti 'kirbo:d/
noun a method of arranging the keys on a
keyboard where the first line begins AZ-
ERTY, used mainly in Continental Europe.
Compare QWERTY keyboard

azimuth /'eezimab/ noun the angle of a
tape head to a reference, e.g. a tape plane

azimuth alignment /zzimed o
'larnmant/ noun the correct horizontal an-
gle of a tape head to the magnetic tape O
Azimuth alignment is adjusted with this
small screw

b abbr bit
B! abbrbyte

B2 symbol the hexadecimal equivalent of
the decimal number 11

B: used in personal computers to indicate
the second disk drive, normally a floppy
disk drive O Copy the files from the hard
drive, C:, to the floppy drive, B:.

B2B /bi: to 'bii/ adjective referring to
advertising or marketing that is aimed at
other businesses rather than at consumers.
Full form business-to-business

B2C /bi: to 'sii/ adjective referring to
advertising or marketing that is aimed at

consumers rather than at other businesses.
Full form business-to-consumer
babble /'bxb(a)l/ noun crosstalk or
noise from other sources which interferes
with a signal

BABT /,bi: e1 bi: 'ti:/ noun an independ-
ent organisation that tests and certifies tel-
ecommunications equipment O If you de-
sign a new modem, you must have BABT
approval before you can sell it. Full form
British Approvals Board for Telecom-
munications

BABT approval /bi: er bir tir o
‘pruzval/ noun official approval required
before a new modem can be sold and be
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connected to the UK telephone network
(NOTE: The approval does not provide
any quality assurance about the modem,
but ensures that it is manufactured in
such a way that it does not damage the
telephone network. A green label is visi-
ble on modem equipment that has re-
ceived BABT approval.)

backbone /'baxk,boun/ noun a high-
speed, high-capacity connection path that
links smaller sub-networks, usually used
to connect servers on a network O We have
linked the servers in each office using a
high-speed backbone. (NOTE: Smaller
workgroups or networks are connected
to the backbone as segments or ribs.)
backbone ring /'bak,boun rig/ nouna
high-speed ring network that connects a
number of smaller ring networks

back buffer /bak 'bafo/ noun a section
of memory used as a temporary storage for
graphics before they are displayed on
screen (NOTE: The image is built up in the
back buffer memory area then trans-
ferred to the main video memory area for
display.)

backdoor /'bxk,do:/ noun same as
trapdoor

backdrop /'bekdrop/ noun a static
background image in front of which are
displayed actors or scenes

back-end network /bazk end
'netw3:k/ noun a connection between a
mainframe computer and a high-speed
mass storage device or file server
back-end processor /bxk end
'prousesa/ noun a special purpose auxil-
iary processor

back-end server /bak end 's3:ivo/
noun a computer connected to a network
that carries out tasks requested by client
workstations

background /'bekgraund/ noun 1. the
part of a picture which is behind the main
object of interest O The new graphics
processor chip can handle background,
foreground and sprite movement inde-
pendently. 2. a system in a computer where
low-priority work can be done in the inter-
vals when very important work is not be-
ing done

background colour /bakgraund
'kala/ noun the colour of a computer
screen display, different from that of char-
acters and graphics O White background
colour with black characters is less stress-
ful for the eyes.

background communication
/,bekgravnd komjuini'kerf(e)n/ noun
data communication activity, e.g. down-
loading a file, carried out as a low-priority
task in the background

background image /bakgravnd
'tmid3/ noun an image displayed as a
backdrop behind a program or windows of
a GUI (NOTE: The background image
does not move and does not interfere
with any programs.)

background job /'bekgraund d3pb/
noun a low-priority task

background mode /'bakgraund
.moud/ noun in a computer system in
which two modes for program execution
are possible, the mode that is for house-
keeping and other necessary system pro-
grams. Compare foreground mode
background noise /bakgravnd
'no1z/ noun noise which is present along
with the required signal O The other ma-
chines around this device will produce a
lot of background noise.

background operation /,bakgravnd
,ppa're1f(a)n/ noun a low-priority proc-
ess that works as and when resources be-
come available from high-priority fore-
ground tasks

background printing /bakgravnd
'printin/ noun printing from a computer
while it is processing another task O Back-
ground printing can be carried out whilst
you are editing another document.
background processing
/,baekgraund 'proausesin/ noun the exe-
cution of a low-priority job when there are
no higher priority activities for the compu-
ter to attend to

background program /bakgraund
'‘prougreem/ noun a computer program
with a very low priority

background recalculation
/,bekgravnd ri:, kaelkju'lerf(a)n/ noun a
facility in a spreadsheet program that al-
lows a user to enter new numbers or equa-
tions while the program recalculates the
solutions in the background
background reflectance
/ bekgravnd rr'flektons/ noun light re-
flected from a sheet of paper that is being
scanned or read by an optical character
reader

background task /'bekgravnd ta:sk/
noun a process executed at any time by the
computer system, not normally noticed by
the user
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backing memory /bakiy 'mem(o)ri/
noun same as backing store

backing storage /‘bakip ,stoiridz/
noun same as backing store

backing store /'bakiy sto:/, backing
storage /'bakiy ,stoiridz/, backing
memory /,bakig 'mem(a)ri/ noun a per-
manent storage medium onto which data
can be recorded before being processed by
the computer or after processing for later
retrieval O By adding another disk drive, 1
will increase the backing store capabili-
ties.

back-level /bak 'lev(a)l/ noun the ear-
lier release of a product which may not
support a current function

backlight /'beklait/ noun light behind a
liquid crystal display unit that improves
the contrast of characters on the screen and
allows it to be read in dim light

backlit display /,baklit di'spler/ noun
a liquid crystal display unit that has a
backlight fitted to improve the contrast of
the display

backlog /'bxk log/ noun work or tasks
that have yet to be processed O The pro-
grammers can’t deal with the backlog of
programming work.

back office / bak 'pfis/ noun a secure
area of e-commerce software containing
details of a company’s store properties and
products and tax tables

backout / bak'aut/ verb to restore a file
to its original condition before any chang-
es were made

back panel /bxk 'pan(a)l/ noun a pan-
el at the rear of a computer which normally
holds the connectors to peripherals such as
keyboard, printer, video display unit and
mouse

backplane /'bakplein/ noun part of the
body of a computer which holds the circuit
boards, buses and expansion connectors
(the backplane does not provide any
processing functions) (NOTE: The back-
plane does not provide any processing
functions.)

back pointer /bxk 'pomts/ noun a
pointer in a tree structure that holds the po-
sition of the parent node relative to the cur-
rent node, used in programming to search
backwards through a file

back projection /bxk pra'dzekf(o)n/
noun the projection of an image from be-
hind a screen (NOTE: It is often used in an-
imation where the static scene is dis-
played with back projection, then the

foreground characters are displayed and
the composite scene photographed.)
backslash /'baksle[/ noun ASCII
character 92, , the sign which is used in
MS-DOS to represent the root directory of
a disk, such as C: or to separate subdirec-
tories in a path, such as C:

backspace /'bxk,spers/ noun a move-
ment of a cursor or printhead left or back
by one character

backspace character /'baxkspers
keerikto/ noun a code that causes a back-
space action in a display device. Abbr BS
backspace key /'bek,speis ki:/ noun
the key which moves the cursor left on the
screen or back by one character O If you
make a mistake entering data, use the
backspace key to correct it.

backtab /'bxkteb/ verb (in an SAA
CUA front end) to move the cursor back to
the previous field (NOTE: backtabbing —
backtabbed)

backtrack /'baktrak/ verb to carry out
list processing in reverse, starting with the
goal and working towards the proofs
back up /'bak ap/ verb 1. to support
something or help someone O He brought
along a file of documents to back up his
claim. 2. to make a copy of a file or data or
disk O The company accounts were backed
up on disk as a protection against fire
damage.

backup /'bekap/ noun 1. the providing
of help O We offer a free backup service to
customers. 2. the process of making a copy
of a file or data or disk as a security pre-
caution 3. a copy of a file or data or disk
made as a security precaution. Also called
backup copy, backup version

‘...the previous version is retained, but its extension
is changed to .BAK indicating that it’s a back-up’
[Personal Computer World)]

backup agent /'baxkap ,erdzont/ noun
a software program that will carry out an
automatic backup of a set of files or fold-
ers for you at a regular time and date each
week

backup copy /'bzkap kopi/ noun
same as backup 3

backup disk /'bakap disk/ noun a disk
which contains a copy of the information
from other disks, as a security precaution
backup domain controller /,bakap
dou'mern kon,trovla/ noun a server in a
network that keeps a copy of database of
user accounts to validate login requests in
case of a fault with the main server
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backup file /'bakap fail/ noun a copy
of a file, made as a security precaution
backup path /'bakap pa:6/ noun (in a
Token-Ring network) an alternative path
for a signal around a network avoiding a
malfunctioning device

backup plan /'bakap plen/ noun a set
of rules that take effect when normal oper-
ation has gone wrong O The normal UPS
has gone wrong, so we will have to use our
backup plan to try and restore power.
backup procedure /bakap pro
'sizd39/ noun a method of making backup
copies of files

backup server / bakap 's3:va/ nouna
second computer on a network that con-
tains duplicate files and up-to-date data in
case of a problem with the main server
backup utility /,bekap ju:'tiliti/ noun
a piece of software that simplifies the
process of backing up data (NOTE: Backup
utilities often allow a user to back up files
automatically at a particular time.)
backup version /bxkap 'va:if(a)n/
noun same as backup 3

Backus-Naur-Form /bzkos 'nauo
[form/ noun full form of BNF
backward chaining /‘bekwad

tfemin/ noun a method used in artificial
intelligence systems to calculate a goal
from a set of results

backward channel /bzkwad
't f[en(a)l/ noun a channel from the receiv-
er to transmitter allowing the receiver to
send control and handshaking signals
backward error correction
/,baekwad 'ers ko, rek [(9)n/ noun correc-
tion of errors which are detected by the re-
ceiver and a signal is sent to the transmitter
to request a re-transmission of the data
backward LAN channel /bakwad
'len tfeen(e)l/ noun (in a broadband
network) a channel from receiver to sender
used to carry control signals

backward mode /'baxkwod moud/
noun negative displacement from an ori-
gin

backward recovery /bakwad r1
'kav(9)ri/ noun data retrieval from a sys-
tem that has crashed

backwards compatible /bakwadz
kom'paetab(a)l/ adjective 1. able to work
with older versions or systems 2. referring
to a new piece of software that provides
the same functions as the previous version
and can read the files created in the previ-
ous version

backwards search / bekwodz 'sa:t [/
noun a search for data in a word-processor
or database that begins at the position of
the cursor or end of the file and searches to
the beginning of the file

backwards supervision / baekwadz
,suipa'viz(d)n/ noun data transmission
controlled by the receiver

BACS /bxks/ noun a system to transfer
money between banks using computer
linked via a secure network. Full form
Bankers Automated Clearing Services
bad break / baxd 'breik/ noun a hyphen
inserted in the wrong place within a word,
a problem sometimes caused by the auto-
matic hyphenation feature of word-
processing software

badge reader /bad3 'ri:ds/ noun a ma-
chine that reads data from an identification
badge O A badge reader makes sure that
only authorised personnel can gain access
to a computer room.

bad sector /bxd 'sekto/ noun a disk
sector that has been wrongly formatted or
which contains an error or fault and is un-
able to be correctly written to or read from
O You will probably receive error messag-
es when you copy files that are stored on
bad sectors on a disk.

baffle /'bef(o)l/ noun a loudspeaker
which is built into a unit

bag /bag/ noun a number of elements in
no particular order

BAK file extension /bxk fail 1g
'stenf(9)n/ noun a standard three-letter
file extension used in MS-DOS systems to
signify a backup or copy of another file
balance /'balons/ noun the placing of
text and graphics on a page in an attractive
way O The dtp package allows the user to
see if the overall page balance is correct.
balanced circuit /bzlonst 's3:ikit/
noun an electronic circuit that presents a
correct load to a communications line
(NOTE: The correct load is usually equal
to the impedance of a line element.)
balanced error /balonst 'era/ noun
the probability of any error occurring from
a number of errors when it is the same for
all errors

balanced line /'balonst lamn/ noun a
communications line that is terminated at
each end with a balanced circuit, prevent-
ing signal reflections

balanced routing /'balonst ravtiy/
noun a method of using all possible routes
through a network equally
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balun /'balon/ noun a transformer that
matches two circuits which have different
impedances O We have used a balun to
connect the coaxial cable to the twisted-
pair circuit.

band /band/ noun 1. a range of frequen-
cies between two limits 2. a group of
tracks on a magnetic disk

bandpass filter /'bandpa:s filto/
noun an electronic filter that allows a
range of frequencies to pass but attenuates
all frequencies outside the specified range

bandwidth /'bandwid®/ noun 1. a
range of frequencies 2. a measure of the
amount of data that can be transmitted
along a cable or channel or other medium
O This fibre-optic cable has a greater
bandwidth than the old copper cable and
so it can carry data at higher speeds. 3. a
measure of the range of frequencies that a
monitor or CRT will accept and display
(NOTE: High resolution monitors display
more pixels per area so need high speed
data input and so a higher bandwidth.)

bandwidth on demand / baend,wid6
pn di'maind/ noun a system used with a
switching service, e.g. ISDN, in a wide
area network that allows a user to send as
much information as he or she wants be-
cause the network will adjust to transmit
this amount of information

bank /bank/ noun a collection of similar
devices O A bank of minicomputers proc-
ess all the raw data.
COMMENT: Memory banks are used to expand
the main memory of a CPU (often above the
addressing range of the CPU) by having a
number of memory chips arranged into banks.
Each bank operates over the same address
range but is selected independently by a spe-
cial code.
Bankers Automated Clearing
Services /bzpkoz  ,ortomertid
'kliortg ,s3:visiz/ noun full form of
BACS

bank Internet payment system
/,baepk ,mntonet 'permant ,sistom/ noun
a protocol that enables bank payments to
be made over the Internet and gives each
financial institution a unique identification
number for the purposes of Internet trans-
actions. Abbr BIPS

bank switching /'bepk switfiy/
noun selection of a particular memory
bank from a group

banner /'bxno/, banner advertise-
ment, banner ad noun an image that car-

ries an advertising slogan, logo or message
and is displayed on a web page
COMMENT: A long, narrow strip is now the un-
official standard format for advertisements
that appear on almost every commercial web-
site on the Internet. Some banner ads are im-
ages, others include animation to attract the
viewer’s attention. If you click on a banner ad,
you will usually jump to the advertiser's own
site. If you would rather not see banner adver-
tisements when you surf, you can install spe-
cial software that blocks them. Websites nor-
mally charge advertisers according either to
the number of times the banner ad is dis-
played (called the number of impressions) or
the number of times that a user clicks on the
ad (called the click-through rate).
banner page /'bxns peids/ noun a
page that is printed out first with the time,
date, name of the document and the name
of the person who has printed it
bar /ba:/ nouna thick line or block of col-
our
bar chart /'ba: tfa:t/ noun a graph on
which values are represented as vertical or
horizontal bars. Also called bar graph
bar code /'ba: kaud/ noun data repre-
sented as a series of printed stripes of var-
ying widths (NOTE: The US term is bar
graphics.)
COMMENT: Bar codes are found on most
goods and their packages; the width and po-
sition of the stripes is sensed by a light pen or

optical wand and provides information about
the goods such as price and stock quantities.

bar code reader /'ba: koud ,rirdo/
noun same as optical bar reader

bare board /'bes bo:d/ noun a circuit
board with no components on it, especially
a memory expansion board that does not
yet have any memory chips mounted on it
bar graph /'ba: gra:f/ noun same as
bar chart

bar graphics /ba: 'grafiks/ noun US
same as bar code

barrel /'baral/ nouna conducting post in
a terminal

base /bers/ noun 1. the lowest or first po-
sition 2. a collection of files used as a ref-
erence. » database 3. an initial or original
position 4. notation referring to a number
system 5. (in C++ programming lan-
guage) a class from which other classes
can be derived by inheritance B verb 1. to
start to calculate something from a posi-
tion O We based our calculations on the
basic keyboarding rate. 2. to set up a com-
pany or a person in a place O The Europe-
an manager is based in our London office.
(NOTE: bases — basing — based)
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base 2 /'bers tu: noun the binary
number system, using the two digits O and
1

base 8 /'beis ert/ noun the octal number
system, using the eight digits 0 — 7

base 10 /,bers 'ten/ noun the decimal
number system, using the ten digits 0 — 9
base 16 /,bers siks'tizn/ noun the hexa-
decimal number system, using the ten dig-
its 0 — 9 and the six letters A — F

base address /beis o'dres/ noun an in-
itial address in a program used as a refer-
ence for others

base address register /bers o'dres
.red31sta/ noun a register in a CPU that is
used to store the base address
baseband /'beisband/, base band
noun 1. the frequency range of a signal be-
fore it is processed or transmitted O Voice
baseband ranges from 20 Hz to 15 KHz. 2.
digital signals transmitted without modu-
lation 3. information modulated with a
single carrier frequency

base band local area network
/,bers bend ,louk(a)l ,eario 'netw3aik/
noun a transmission method in which the
whole bandwidth of the cable is used and
the data signal is not modulated O Base
band local area networks can support a
maximum cable length of around 300m.
(NOTE: Ethernet is a baseband local area
network.)

base band modem /bers band
'moudem/ noun a communications circuit
that transmits an unmodulated, baseband
signal over a short distance O Do not use a
base band modem with a normal phone
line.

baseband signalling /beisband
'signaliy/ noun transmission of data as
varying voltage levels across a link

base font /'bers font/ noun a default
font and point size used by a word-
processing program

base hardware /bers 'ha:d,wea/ noun
the minimum hardware requirements that
a particular software package needs in or-
der to run

base language /bers 'lengwidsz/
noun same as assembly language
base level synthesizer / bers lev(o)l
'simBesarza/ noun (on a sound card) a
synthesiser that supports three melodic in-
struments and can play six notes simulta-
neously

base line /'beis lain/ noun 1. any of the
lines, only displayed during the design

stage or author level of an application,
which define the size and layout of a page
in an application 2. a horizontal line along
which characters are printed or displayed
and below which the descenders of a char-
acter drop

base memory /beis 'mem(o)ri/, base
RAM noun the first 640Kb of random ac-
cess memory fitted to an IBM-compatible
PC

base register /bers 'redzista/ noun a
register in a CPU, though not usually in a
small computer, that contains the address
of the start of a program. Also called B
box

base station /beis 'steif(o)n/ noun a
fixed radio transmitter/receiver that relays
radio signals to and from data terminals or
radios

BASIC /'beisik/ noun a high-level pro-
gramming language for developing pro-
grams in a conversational way, providing
an easy introduction to computer program-
ming. Full form beginner’s all-purpose
symbolic instruction code

basic code /'bersik koaud/ noun same
as absolute code

basic controller /beisik kon'troula/
noun a part of a communications control-
ler that carries out arithmetic and logic
functions

basic control system satellite
/,\bersik kon,troul ,sistom 'satoalart/
noun a system that runs dedicated pro-
grams or tasks for a central computer. It is
controlled by using interrupt signals. Abbr
BCS

basic direct access method
/ bersik darrekt 'akses ,me0ad/ nouna
method of directly updating or retrieving a
particular block of data stored on a direct
access device. Abbr BDAM

basic encoding rules /beisik
'koudiny ru:lz/ plural noun full form of
BER

basic exchange format / bersik 1ks
'tfeind3 formet/ noun a standard meth-
od of storing data on a disk so that it may
be accessed by another type of computer
basic input/output operating sys-
tem /beisik ,input ,avtput 'pporertin
,sistom/ noun full form of BIOS

basic instruction /beisik m
'strakfan/ noun an unmodified program
instruction which is processed to obtain
the instruction to be executed
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basic mode link control /bersik
moud 'ligk kon traul/ noun a standard-
ised control of transmission links using
special codes

basic product /beisik ‘'prodakt/
noun the main product made from a raw
material

basic rate access /bersik reit
'&kses/ noun full form of BRA

basic rate interface /bersik rert
'intafers/ noun full form of BRI

basic sequential access method
/,bersik s1,kwenf(a)l ,aekses 'mebad/
noun a method of storing or retrieving
blocks of data in a continuous sequence.
Abbr BSAM

basic telecommunications ac-
cess method /,bersik
telikomjuinikeif(a)nz 'ekses ,mebad/
noun full form of BTAM

BAT /baet/ noun a three-letter file exten-
sion used in MS-DOS systems to signify a
batch file

batch /batf/ noun 1. a group of docu-
ments which are processed at the same
time O foday’s batch of orders 2. a group
of tasks or amount of data to be processed
as a single unit O We deal with the orders
in batches of fifty. B verb to put data or
tasks together in groups

batched communication /bet| ko
;mju:inr'kerf(a)n/ noun high-speed trans-
mission of large blocks of data without re-
quiring an acknowledgement from the re-
ceiver for each data item

batch file /'beet [ fail/ noun a file stored
on disk that contains a sequence of system
commands. When the batch file is run, the
commands are executed, saving a user typ-
ing them in. O This batch file is used to
save time and effort when carrying out a
routine task.

batch processing /'bat| ,prousesiy/
noun 1. computer system able to process
groups of tasks 2. a system of data
processing where information is collected
into batches before being processed by the
computer in one machine run
COMMENT: Batch processing is the opposite of
interactive processing, where the user gives
instructions and receives an immediate re-
sponse.
batch processor /'batf prousess/
noun a computer system able to process
groups of tasks

batch region /bet| 'rizd3(o)n/ noun a
memory area where the operating system
executes batch programs

batch system /bzt[ 'sistom/ noun a
system that executes batch files

batch total /bt 'tout(s)l/ noun the
sum of a number of batches of data, used
for error checking, validation or to provide
useful information

BAT file extension /bat fail 1k
'stenfon/ noun a standard three-letter file
extension used in MS-DOS systems to sig-
nify a batch file

battery-backed /'bat(o)ri bakd/
noun referring to a volatile storage device
that has a battery backup

battery backup /bat(o)ri 'bakap/
noun a battery to provide power to volatile
storage devices to retain data after a com-
puter has been switched off

battery charging /'bet(o)ri ,t fa:dzig/
noun the replenishing of the charge stored
in a re-chargeable battery

battery meter/ bat(o)ri 'mi:to/ nouna
utility in a laptop computer that tells you
how much life or working time you have
left in your batteries (NOTE: In Windows
95, a tiny icon appears in the bottom
right-hand corner of the screen and this
shows you when you are about to run out
of battery power and need to recharge.)
baud /bs:d/ noun a unit of data compres-
sion speed equal to one unit element per
second

baud rate /'bo:d reit/ noun a measure
of the number of signal changes transmit-
ted per second O The baud rate of the bi-
nary signal was 300 bits per second.

COMMENT: Baud rate is often considered the
same as bits per second, but in fact it depends
on the protocol used and the error checking
(300 baud is roughly equivalent to 30 charac-
ters per second using standard error check-

ing).
baud rate generator /bo:d rert
'dzenare1td/ noun a device that produces
various timing signals to synchronise data
at different baud rates
bay /bet/ noun a space within a compu-
ter’s casing where a disk drive is fitted.
Also called drive bay
B box /'bi: boks/ noun same as base
register
BBS /,bi: bi: 'es/ noun an information
and message database accessible by mo-
dem and computer link. Full form bulletin
board system
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BCC / bi: si: 'siz/ noun an error detection
method for blocks of transmitted data. Full
form block character check

BCD /,bi: si: 'dii/ noun a representation
of single decimal digits as a pattern of four
binary digits O The BCD representation of
decimal 8 is 1000. Full form binary cod-
ed decimal

BCD adder /,bi: si: ,di: 'eeda/ noun a
full adder able to add two four-bit BCD
words

BCH code / bi: si:'ert koud/ noun an
error correcting code. Full form Bose-
Chandhuri-Hocquenghem code
BCNF /bi: si: en 'ef/ noun » normal
form

BCPL / bi: si: pi: 'el/ noun a high level
programming language

BCS abbr1. British Computer Society 2.
basic control system satellite

beacon /'bi:kan/ verb a signal transmit-
ted repeatedly by a device that is malfunc-
tioning on a network

beacon frame /'bitkon freim/ noun a
special frame within the FDDI protocol
that is sent after a network break has oc-
curred

bead /bi:d/ noun a small section of a pro-
gram that is used for a single task

beam /bi:m/ noun a narrow set of light or
electron rays O A beam of laser light is
used in this printer to produce high-reso-
lution graphics.

beam deflection /bi:m di'flek[(a)n/
noun to move a CRT’s electron beam with
the CRT across the screen

BEC abbrbus extension card
beginner’s all-purpose symbolic
instruction code /bigmoz o1l
p3:pas smm,bolik m'strakfon  koud/
noun full form of BASIC

beginning of file /br,giniy ov 'fail/
noun a character or symbol that shows the
start of a valid section of data. Abbr bof
beginning of information mark /br
ginig av infa'meif(9)n ma:k/ noun
full form of BIM

beginning of tape marker /bi,ginip
ov 'terp ,ma:ka/ noun a section of mate-
rial that marks the start of the recording
area of a reel of magnetic tape. Also called
bot marker

bell character /bel 'karikta/, BEL
noun a control code that causes a machine
to produce an audible signal, equivalent to
ASCII code 7

Bell-compatible modem /bel kom
p&tib(a)l 'mouvdem/ noun a modem that
operates according to standards set down
by AT&T

bells and whistles /belz ond
'wis(a)lz/ plural noun advanced features
or added extras to an application or periph-
eral O This word-processor has all the
bells and whistles you would expect — in-
cluding page preview.

below-the-fold /b1 lou 35 'fould/ ad-
jective referring to the lower part of a web-
page that is seen only by a user who scrolls
down the page and that is therefore less
commercially valuable. Compare above-
the-fold

benchmark /'bentfma:k/ noun 1. a
point in an index which is important, and
can be used to compare with other figures
2. a program used to test the performance
of software or hardware or a system O The
magazine gave the new program’s bench-
mark test results.

benchmarking /'bentma:kiy/ noun
the testing of a system or program with a
benchmark

benchmark problem /bentfma:k
'‘problom/ noun a task or problem used to
test and evaluate the performance of hard-
ware or software

COMMENT: The same task or program is given
to different systems and their results and
speeds of working are compared.

BER /bi: it 'ai/ noun a standard method
of encoding data that is stored in the ASN
language, often used in libraries and other
Internet data sites. Full form basic en-
coding rules

Berkeley UNIX /,ba:kli 'jurniks/ noun
a version of the UNIX operating system
developed by the University of California,
Berkeley

bespoke software  /bi,spouk
'spftwed/ noun software that has been
written especially for a customer’s partic-
ular requirements

best fit /best 'fit/ noun a function that
selects the smallest free space in main
memory for a requested virtual page
beta site /'bi:to sart/ noun a company
or person that tests new software before it
is released in a real environment to make
sure it works correctly

beta software /'bi:to ,sof(t)wea/ noun
software that has not finished all its testing
before release and so may still contain
bugs
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beta test /'biito ,test/ noun a second
stage of tests performed on new software
just before it is due to be released O The
application has passed the alpha tests and
is just entering the beta test phase.

“The client was so eager to get his hands on the prod-
uct that the managing director bypassed internal test-
ing and decided to let it go straight out to beta test.’
[Computing]

beta version /'bi:to ,v3:3n/ nouna ver-
sion of a software application that is al-
most ready to be released O We’ll try out
the beta test software on as many different
PCs as possible to try and find all the bugs.
betaware /'birtowea/ noun of computer
software in a version that is given to a few
customers before the final version is put on
sale

bezel /'bez(a)l/ noun the front cover of a
computer’s casing or disk drive unit
Bézier curve /'bezier ka:v/ noun a ge-
ometric curve with the overall shape de-
fined by two midpoints, called control
handles

COMMENT: Bézier curves are a feature of
many high-end design software packages.
They allow a designer to create smooth
curves by defining a number of points. The
PostScript page description language uses
Bézier curves to define the shapes of charac-
ters during printing.

BGP /,bi: d3zi: 'pi:/ noun a protocol that
allows routers to share routing information
to allow each router to calculate the most
efficient path for information. Full form
border gateway protocol (NOTE: This
protocol is most often used between
routers installed at Internet Service Pro-
viders (ISPs).)

biased exponent /barast 1k
'spounont/ noun the value of the expo-
nent in a floating point number

bid /bid/ verb (of a computer) to gain
control of a network in order to transmit
data O The terminal had to bid three times
before there was a gap in transmissions on
the network.

bi-directional bus /bar dar
rekf(a)n(a)l 'bas/ noun data or control
lines that can carry signals travelling in
two directions

bi-directional printer /bar dar
rek[(a)n(a)l 'printa/ noun a printer that
is able to print characters from left to right
and from right to left as the head is moving
forwards or backwards across the paper,
speeding up the printing operation
bi-directional transmission /bar
dar,rek[(9)n(d)l trenz'mif(a)n/ noun

data transfer that can occur to and from a
device along a particular channel

Big Blue /big 'blu:/ noun same as IBM
(informal)

bilinear filtering /bar,lmio 'filtoriy/
noun a method of removing unwanted im-
age defects, particularly on a texture-
mapped object, by looking at the four ad-
jacent pixels that surround each pixel to
check that there is no sudden change in
colour

billion /'biljon/ noun a number equal to
one thousand million. Abbr bn

BIM /bi: a1 'em/ noun a symbol indicat-
ing the start of a data stream stored on a
disk drive. Full form beginning of infor-
mation mark

bin /bin/ noun a tray used to hold a supply
of paper ready to be fed into a printer
binary /'bamori/ adjective referring to
the number notation system which uses
only the digits 0 and 1

binary adder /bamori 'eds/ noun a
device that provides the sum of two or
more binary digits

binary arithmetic /bamori o
'ri@moatik/ noun the rules and functions
governing arithmetic operations in the bi-
nary system

binary bit /'bamnori bit/ noun same as
binary digit

binary cell /'banoari sel/ noun a storage
element for one bit

binary chop /'bainari t fop/ noun same
as binary search

binary code /'bainari kaud/ noun code
using different patterns of binary digits to
represent various symbols and elements
binary coded characters / bamori
koudid 'keeriktaz/ plural noun alphanu-
meric characters represented as patterns of
binary digits

binary coded decimal /bamori
koudid 'desim(a)l/ noun full form of
BCD

binary counter /bamoeri 'kavnta/
noun a circuit that will divide a binary in-
put signal by two, producing one output
pulse for two input pulses

binary digit /bamori 'didzit/ noun
smallest single unit in binary notation, ei-
ther a O or a 1. Also called binary, binary
bit, binary number, bit

binary dump /'bamori damp/ noun a
section of memory dumped onto another
medium or printed out in binary form
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binary encoding / bamari m'koudiy/
noun representation of each character or
element with a unique combination or pat-
tern of bits in a word

binary exponent /bamori 1k
‘'spounant/ noun one word that contains
the sign and exponent of a binary digit, ex-
pressed in exponent and mantissa form
binary field /'banori fi:ld/ noun a field
in a database record that contains binary
digits, often one capable of holding any in-
formation, including data, text, graphics
images, voice and video

binary file /'bamori fail/ noun a file that
contains data rather than alphanumeric
characters. A binary file can include any
character code and cannot always be dis-
played or edited. O The program instruc-
tions are stored in the binary file.

binary fraction /bamori 'frekfon/
noun a representation of a decimal frac-
tion in binary form O The binary fraction
0.011 is equal to one quarter plus one
eighth (i.e. three eighths).

binary half adder /bamori 'ha:f
,@&da/ noun a binary adder that can pro-
duce the sum of two inputs, producing a
carry output if necessary, but cannot ac-
cept a carry input

binary large object /bamari la:ds
'pbdzekt/ noun a field in a database
record that can contain a large quantity of
binary data, normally a bitmap image.
Abbr blob

binary loader / bainari 'louds/ noun a
short section of program code that allows
programs in binary form, e.g. object code
from a linker or assembler, to be loaded
into memory

binary look-up /'bamori luk/ noun
same as binary search

binary mantissa / bamori man'tiss/
noun a fractional part of a number, in bina-
ry form

binary notation /bamori nou
'terf(a)n/ noun the numerical system us-
ing only the digits 0 and 1. Also called
base 2, binary representation

binary operation /bamori ,opo
're1f(e)n/ noun 1. an operation on two op-
erands 2. an operation on an operand in bi-
nary form

binary point /'bamari pomnt/ noun a
dot that indicates the division between the
bits for the numbers’ whole units and the
fractional part of the binary number

binary representation /bamari
reprizen'teif(e)n/ noun same as binary
notation

binary scale /'bamori skeil/ noun a
power of two associated with each bit po-
sition in a word O In a four bit word, the
binary scale is 1,2,4,8.

binary search /'bamori s3:tf/ noun a
search method for use on ordered lists of
data. Also called binary chop, binary
look-up (NOTE: The search key is com-
pared with the data in the middle of the
list and one half is discarded. This is re-
peated with the remaining half until only
the required data item is left.)

binary sequence /,bamori 'siztkwons/
noun a series of binary digits

binary signalling / bamori 'signaliy/
noun transmission using positive and zero
voltage levels to represent binary data
binary split /'bameri split/ noun a
method of iteration in which the existing
number is compared to a new value calcu-
lated as the mid-point between the high
and low limits

binary synchronous communica-
tions /bamori ,sikronas ko,mjuini
'ke1f(a)nz/ noun full form of BSC
binary system /'bamori sistom/
noun the use of binary digits, or the data
system that operates with binary digits
binary-to-decimal conversion
/bainari ta, tu 'desim(a)l/ noun the
process to convert a binary digit into its
equivalent decimal value

binary tree /'bamari tri/ noun a data
system where each item of data or node
has only two branches. Also called btree
binary variable /bamori 'veariob(a)l/
noun a variable that can contain either a
one or zero

binaural sound /bam'oirl saund/
noun a method of recording sound so that
it gives the impression of stereophony
when played back. ¢y Dolby Digital

bind /baind/ verb to link and convert one
or more object code programs into a form
that can be executed

BIND /,bi: a1 en 'dii/ noun software that
provides the functions of a Domain Name
Server for server computers running BSD
UNIX

binder /'bainds/ noun a program that
converts object code into a form that can
be executed

Bindery /'baindari/ noun a special data-
base used in a Novell NetWare network
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operating system to store user account, ac-
cess and security details

binding offset / baindiy 'ofset/ noun
an extra wide margin on the inside of a
printed page to prevent text being hidden
during binding (NOTE: It is the left margin
on a right hand page, the right margin on
a left hand page.)

binding time /'baindiy tarm/ noun the
time taken to produce actual addresses
from an object code program

BinHex /bin'heks/ noun a method en-

coding binary data into ASCII characters.

» Uuencoding
COMMENT: Software programs and data files
are stored as binary data (using all eight bits
of information within one byte of storage
space), whereas ASCII characters can be
stored in just the first seven of the eight bits of
storage space within one byte. Email and
many communication systems originally only
supported the transfer of text (ASCII charac-
ters), so if you wanted to attach a data file to
your email message, the data had to be en-
coded before it could be transferred. Now al-
most all email software and links between
computers support full eight-bit transfer, so
data does not have to be encoded.

biochip /'barout fip/ noun a computer

chip that uses organic molecules to store

and process information

biocomputer /"baraukam pju:ts/
noun a very fast computer that operates
using biological processes instead of sem-
iconductor technology

BIOS /'baips/ noun a set of system rou-
tines that interface between high-level pro-
gram instructions and the system peripher-
als to control the input and output to vari-
ous standard devices. Full form basic
input/output system (NOTE: This often
includes controlling the screen, keyboard
and disk drives.)

bipolar /bar'poulo/ adjective with two
levels

bipolar coding /baipoulo 'kodig/
noun a transmission method that uses al-
ternate positive and negative voltage levels
to represent a binary one, with binary zero
represented by zero level

bipolar signal /baipoulo 'sign(e)l/
noun the use of positive and negative volt-
age levels to represent the binary digits
bipolar transistor /baipoulo tren
'z1sta/ noun a transistor constructed of
three layers of alternating types of doped
semiconductor, p-n-p or n-p-n

BIPS abbrbank Internet payment system

biquinary code /bar kwnori 'koud/
noun code in which decimal digits are rep-
resented as two digits added together
(NOTE: Decimal digits smaller than 5 are
represented as 0 + the digit; decimal dig-
its greater than 4 are represented as 5 +
the digit minus 5.)

B-ISDN /bi: ,ar es di: 'en/ abbr broad-
band ISDN

bistable /bar'sterb(a)l/ adjective refer-
ring to a device or circuit that has two pos-
sible states, on and off

bit /bit/ noun 1. same as binary digit 2.
the smallest unit of data that a system can
handle

bit addressing /bit o'dresiy/ noun se-
lection of a register or word and examining
one bit of it

bit blit /'bit blit/ noun same as blit

bit block /'bit blok/ noun (in computer
graphics) a group of bits treated as one
unit

bit block transfer /b1t
'treensfs:/ noun full form of blit
bit bucket /b1t 'bakit/ noun an area of
memory into which data can be discarded
BITC abbrburned-in time code

bit density /bit 'densoti/ noun the
number of bits that can be recorded per
unit of storage medium

bit depth /'bit dep6/ noun the number
of bits used to represent the number of col-
ours that can be displayed on a screen or
printer at one time (NOTE: The bit depth of
each pixel is represented by a number of
bits associated with the pixel that de-
scribe the number of colours that can be
displayed.)

bit error rate /,bit 'ero ,rert/ noun the
ratio of the number of bits received com-
pared to the number of errors in a trans-
mission, especially in fibre optics. Abbr
BER

bit flipping /b1t 'flipig/ noun inversion
of the state of bits from Oto 1 and 1 to 0
bitFTP /bit ef ti: 'pii/ noun a type of
server that allows a user to retrieve a file
using only an email link (NOTE: The user
sends an email to the bitFTP server, con-
taining a series of FTP commands that
ask it to fetch the file from a remote serv-
er. When it has done this, the bitFTP
server sends an email back to the user
as an email attachment or encoded mail
message. If you want to retrieve a file,
send a message that contains just ’help’

blok
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to ’ftpmail@doc.ic.ac.uk’ to find out how
the system works.)
bit handling /b1t 'hendliy/ noun the
use of CPU commands and processes that
allow bit manipulation and changing
bit image /b1t 'imid3/ noun a collection
of bits that represent the pixels that make
up an image on screen or on a printer
bit interleaving /'bit mts,lizvig/ noun
a form of time domain multiplexing used
in some synchronous transmission proto-
cols such as HDLC and X.25.
bit manipulation /bit mo,nipju
'lexf(a)n/ noun the use of various instruc-
tions that provide functions such as exam-
ine a bit, change or set or move a bit within
a word
bit-map /'bitmap/, bitmap verb to de-
fine events or data using an array of single
bits, which can be, e.g., an image or graph-
ics or a table of devices in us (NOTE: bit-
mapping — bitmapped)
‘...the expansion cards fit into the PC’s expansion
slot and convert bit-mapped screen images to video
signals’ [Publish]
bit-mapped font /bit meept 'font/
noun a font whose characters are made up
of patterns of pixels
bit-mapped graphics /bit mept
‘greefiks/ plural noun images whose indi-
vidual pixels can be controlled by chang-
ing the value of stored bits (NOTE: One is
on, zero is off. In colour displays, more
than one bit is used to provide control for
the three colours red, green and blue.)
bit-mapped register /bit meapt
'red31sta/ noun a memory location that
holds configuration information in a proc-
essor in which each separate bit within the
location has a different use or meaning
(NOTE: For example, a register that refers
to a mouse might be one byte (eight bits)
wide and each bit could indicate whether
a mouse button is up or down.)
bitmp /'bitmeep/ abbr bit-map
BitNet /'bitnet/ noun a network used to
connect mostly academic sites and com-
puters and allows transfer of electronic
mail and listserver application (NOTE: Bit-
Net is similar to the Internet and is con-
nected to allow the transfer of electronic
mail to and from academic users to other
users on the Internet.)
bit parallel /bit 'parslel/ noun the
transmission of a collection of bits simul-
taneously over a number of lines. The par-
allel printer port uses bit parallel transmis-

sion to transfer eight bits at a time to a
printer.

bit pattern /b1t 'pet(o)nn/ noun an ar-
rangement of bits within a word, that rep-
resents a particular character or action

bit plane /'bit plein/ noun (in computer
graphics) one layer of a multiple-layer im-
age in which each layer defines one colour
of each pixel

bit position /bit pa'zif(o)n/ noun the
place of a bit of data in a computer word
bit rate /'bit rert/ noun a measure of the
number of bits transmitted per second

bit rotation /bit rouv'terf(o)n/ noun a
shifting a pattern of bits in a word to the
left or right, the old last bit moving to the
new first bit position

bit-significant /b1t sig'nifikent/ ad-
jective using the bits within a byte to de-
scribe something O Testing bit six of a byte
containing an ASCII character is bit sig-
nificant and determines if the ASCII char-
acter is upper or lower case.

bit-slice architecture /bt slais
‘arkrtekt [o/, bit-slice design / bit slars
di'zain/ noun the construction of a large
word size CPU by joining a number of
smaller word size blocks O The bit-slice
design uses four four-bit word processors
to make a sixteen-bit processor.

bit-slice microprocessor /b1t slars
'maikrouprousesd/, bit-slice processor
/bt slars 'prousesa/ noun a large word
size CPU constructed by joining a number
of smaller word size blocks O The bit-slice
microprocessor uses four 4-bit processors
to make a 16-bit word processor.

bits per inch /,bits pa: 'intf/ noun full
form of BPI

bits per pixel/ bits pa: 'piks(a)l/ noun
full form of BPP

bits per second /bits pa: 'sekond/
noun a measure of the number of binary
digits transmitted every second. Abbr bps
bit stream /'bit strim/ noun a binary
data sequence that does not consist of sep-
arate, distinct character codes or groups
bit stuffing /b1t 'stafig/ noun the addi-
tion of extra bits to a group of data to make
up the length required for transmission
bit track /'bit treek/ noun a track on a
magnetic disk along which bits can be re-
corded or read back

bitwise /'bitwaiz/ adverb carried out on
each bit in a byte, one bit at a time
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BIX /bi: a1 'eks/ noun a commercial on-
line system founded by Byte magazine
biz /biz/ noun a type of newsgroup that
contains business discussions and oppor-
tunities (NOTE: For example, ‘biz.opportu-
nities’ contains messages from users
that are offering ways of making money.
Only the biz series of newsgroups are
supposed to discuss commercial as-
pects: the rest of the newsgroups are for
technical or academic discussion.)
black and white / blek on 'wait/ noun
1. the use of shades of grey to represent
colours on a monitor or display 2. an im-
age in which each pixel is either black or
white with no shades of grey

black box /blzk 'boks/ noun a device
that performs a function without the user
knowing how

black level /blxk 'lev(a)l/ noun a level
of a video signal that represents absolutely
no light: total blackness

black matrix /blaek 'mertriks/ noun a
CRT monitor tube in which the colour
phosphor dots are surrounded by black for
increased contrast

black writer /blek 'rarts/ noun a print-
er in which toner sticks to the points hit by
the laser beam when the image drum is
scanned O A black writer produces sharp
edges and graphics, but large areas of
black are muddy.

blank cell /blepk 'sel/ noun an empty
cell in a spreadsheet

blank character /blepk 'kerikto/
noun a character code that prints a space
blank disk /blenk 'disk/ noun a disk
that does not have data stored on it
blanking interval /'blankip ,itoval/
noun the period during which a screen dis-
plays nothing, in between two images or
during the picture beam flyback

blank instruction /blegk m
'strakfon/ noun an instruction in a pro-
gram that is only there to satisfy language
syntax or to make up a block length
blank string /blegk 'strig/ noun same
as null string

blank tape /blepk 'terp/ noun a tape
that does not have data stored on it

blast /bla:st/ verb 1. to write data into a
programmable ROM device 2. to free sec-
tions of previously allocated memory or
resources

blast-through alphanumerics
/bla:st Oru: @lfonju:'meriks/ plural
noun characters that can be displayed on a

videotext terminal when it is in graphics
mode

bleed /bli:d/ noun 1. a line of printing
that runs off the edge of the paper 2. a bad-
ly adjusted colour monitor in which col-
ours of adjoining pixels blend

bleeding edge /,bli:diy 'ed3/ adjective
referring to technology that is very new
and has not yet fully tested to see whether
it works correctly

blessed folder /blesid 'foulds/ noun
the Apple Mac System Folder that con-
tains files loaded automatically when the
Mac is switched on

blind /blaind/ adjective which will not
respond to certain codes

blind certificate /blaind so'tifikot/
noun a means of tracking visitors to web-
sites that identifies the user’s system but
not his or her name

blind dialling / blaind 'daraly/ noun
the ability of a modem to dial out even if
the line appears dead, used on certain pri-
vate lines

blind keyboard /blaind ‘'kirbo:d/
noun a keyboard whose output is not dis-
played but is stored directly on disk
B-line counter /bi: lain 'kaunto/
noun an address register that is added to a
reference address to provide the location
to be accessed

blinking /'bligkiy/ noun a flashing ef-
fect caused by varying the intensity of a
displayed character

blit /blit/ noun (in computer graphics)
the act of moving a block of bits from one
memory location to another. Full form bit
block transfer. Also called bit blit
blitter /'blits/ noun an electronic compo-
nent designed to process or move a bit-
mapped image from one area of memory
to another O The new blitter chip speeds
up the graphics display.

bloatware /'bloutwea/ noun a compu-
ter program that has many, often unneces-
sary features, which take up so much
memory that the computer does not work
as well as it should

blob /blob/ noun a field in a database
record that can contain a large quantity of
binary data, usually a bitmap image. Full
form binary large object

block /blok/ noun 1. a number of stored
records treated as a single unit 2. a wide
printed bar

block capitals / blok 'kepit(a)lz/ plu-
ral noun capital letters, e.g. A,B,C O Write



block character check

your name and address in block letters.
Also called block letter

block character check /blok
'keerikto tfek/ noun full form of BCC
block code /blok 'koud/ noun an error
detection and correction code for block
data transmission

block-copy /,blok 'kopi/ verb 1. to du-
plicate a block of data to another section of
memory 2. to copy a selected area of
word-processed text from one part of a
document to another

block cursor /blok 'k3:sa/ noun a cur-
sor in the shape of a solid rectangle that
fills a character position

block-delete /,blok di'li:t/ verb to de-
lete a selected area of word-processed text
block device /blok di'vais/ noun a de-
vice that manipulates many bytes of data at
once O The disk drive is a block device that
can transfer 256bytes of data at a time.
block diagram /blok ‘'daro,grem/
noun a graphical representation of a sys-
tem or program operation

block error rate /blok 'ero reit/ noun
the number of blocks of data that contain
errors compared with the total number
transmitted

block gap /blok 'geep/ noun a stretch of
blank magnetic tape between the end of
one block of data and the start of the next
in backing store

block header /blok 'heds/ noun a sec-
tion of information at the start of a file de-
scribing content organisation or character-
istics

block ignore character /,blok 1g'no:
kaerikto/ noun a symbol at the start of a
block indicating that it contains corrupt
data

blocking factor /blokiy 'fakta/ noun
the number of records in a block

block input processing /blok
'Input prousesin/ noun an input system
that requires a whole error-free block to be
received before it is processed

block length /blok 'lend/ noun the
number of records or fields or characters in
a block of data

block letters / blok 'letoz/ plural noun
same as block capitals

block list /'blok list/ noun a list of the
blocks and records as they are organised in
a file

block mark /'blok ma:k/ noun a code
that indicates the end of a block

block marker /'blok yma:ko/ plural
noun each of two markers inserted at the
start and finish of a section of data or text
to indicate a special block which can then
be moved or deleted or copied as a single
unit

block move /'blok mu:v/ verb 1. to
move selected word-processed text from
one area of a document to another 2. to
move the contents of an area of memory to
another area of memory

block operation /blok ,ppa‘reif(o)n/
noun a process carried out on a block of
data

block parity /blok 'parati/ noun a par-
ity error check on a block of data

block protection /blok pra'tekfon/
noun prevention of the splitting of a se-
lected block of word-processed text by an
automatic page break

block retrieval /blok r1'trizv(a)l/ noun
the accessing of blocks of data stored in
memory

block  synchronisation /blok
sigpkronar'zerf(a)n/ noun the correct
timing of start, stop and message bits ac-
cording to a predefined protocol

block transfer /blok 'trensfs:/ noun
the moving of large numbers of records
around in memory

blog /blpg/ verb to create or run a weblog
(NOTE: blogging — blogged)
blogosphere /'blogs,sfia/ noun the
area of the World Wide Web in which
bloggers communicate with each other
(informal)

blogware /'blogwesa/ noun computer
software tools for creating a weblog
bloop /blu:p/ verb to pass a magnet over
a tape to erase signals which are not need-
ed

blow /blau/ verb to program a PROM de-
vice with data. Also called burn (NOTE:
blew — blown)

Blue Book Ethernet /blu: buk
'itBanet/ noun a version of Ethernet de-
veloped by DEC, Intel and Xerox
blueprint /'bluz,print/ noun a copy of
an original set of specifications or design
in graphical form

blue-ribbon program /blu: 'riban
.prougraem/ noun a perfect program that
runs first time, with no errors or bugs
Bluetooth /'blu:tu:6/ a trade name for a
short-range radio communications system
that is designed to provide a simple way
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for computer, Internet and input devices to
communicate (NOTE: For example, a
palm-top computer could transfer infor-
mation to a mobile phone using a Blue-
tooth link. The technology was devel-
oped by a group of computer and tele-
communications companies that
included Ericsson, IBM, Intel, Nokia and
Toshiba.)

blur /bl3:/ noun an image in which the
edges or colours are not clear B verb to
make the edges or colours of an image
fuzzy O The image becomes blurred when
you turn the focus knob. (NOTE: blurring —
blurred)

BMP /,bi: em 'pii/ noun a three-letter ex-
tension to a filename that indicates that the
file contains a bitmapped graphics image
O This paint package lets you import BMP
files. v GIF, JPEG, TIFF

bn abbrbillion

BNC connector / bi: en 'si: ko,nekta/
noun a cylindrical metal connector with a
copper core that is at the end of coaxial ca-
ble and is used to connect cables together
(NOTE: It attaches by pushing and twist-
ing the outer cylinder onto two locking
pins.)

BNC T-piece connector /bi: en si:
'tiz pits ko,nekta/ noun a T-shaped metal
connector used to connect an adapter card
to the ends of two sections of RG-58 ‘thin’
coaxial cable, used in many Ethernet net-
work installations

BNF /,bi: en 'ef/ noun a system of writ-
ing and expressing the syntax of a pro-
gramming language. Full form Backus-
Naur-Form

board /bo:d/ noun a flat insulation mate-
rial on which electronic components are
mounted and connected

body /'bodi/ noun 1. the main section of
text in a document 2. the main part of a
program

body type /'bodi taip/ noun a default
font and point size that is used for the main
section of text in a document

bof, BOF abbr beginning of file
boilerplate /'boiloplert/ noun a final
document that has been put together using
standard sections of text held in a word-
processor

boilerplating /'boiloplertiy/ noun the
putting together of a final document out of
various standard sections of text

bold face /'bould fers/ noun a thicker
and darker form of a typeface

bomb /bom/ noun a routine in a program
designed to crash the system or destroy
data at a particular time W verb (of soft-
ware) to fail (informal) O The program
bombed, and we lost all the data.

book /buk/ noun a multimedia title. ¢ eb-
ook (NOTE: The name comes from the
fact that most multimedia titles are ar-
ranged as a series of different pages,
which together form a book.)
bookmark /'bukma:k/ noun a code in-
serted at a particular point in a document
that allows the user to move straight to that
point at a later date

book palette /'buk ,pelot/ noun a set
of colours that is used in a particular mul-
timedia application (NOTE: Two different
applications could use different palettes,
and each must load its own palette other-
wise the colours will appear corrupted.)
Boolean algebra / bu:lion '®ld31bra/
noun a set of rules that define, simplify
and manipulate logical functions, based on
statements which are true or false. » AND,
NOT function, OR. Also called Boolean
logic

Boolean connective /bu:lion ko
'nekt1v/ noun a symbol or character in a
Boolean operation that describes the ac-
tion to be performed on the operands
Boolean data type /bu:lion 'derto
.tarp/ noun same as Boolean variable
Boolean logic /,bu:lion 'Ind31k/ noun
same as Boolean algebra

Boolean operation /bu:lion ,opo
're1f(9)n/ noun a logical operation on a
number of operands, conforming to
Boolean algebra rules

Boolean operation table /bu:lion
ppa'rerf(a)n ,teib(a)l/ noun a table
showing two binary words, or operands,
the operation and the result

Boolean operator /,buzlion
‘ppare1ta/ noun a logical operator such as
AND, NOT and OR

Boolean search / bu:lion 'sa:t [/ noun
a search that uses the AND and OR func-
tions

Boolean value /,bu:lion 'velju:/ noun
each of two values, either true or false
Boolean variable /,bu:lion
'veariab(a)l/ noun a binary word in which
each bit represents true or false, using the
digits 1 or 0. Also called Boolean data
type



boot

boot /bu:t/ verb to execute a set of in-
structions automatically in order to reach a
required state

bootable /'bu:tob(o)l/ adjective refer-
ring to a storage device that holds the com-
mands to boot up a computer and load the
operating system (NOTE: The main hard
disk normally is a bootable device as is
the floppy disk drive A:.)

boot block /'bu:t blok/ noun the first
track, track 0, on a boot disk of an IBM-
compatible floppy disk. Also called boot
record

boot disk /'bu:t disk/ noun a special
disk that contains a bootstrap program and
the operating system software O After you
switch on the computer, insert the boot
disk.

booting /'bu:tiy/ noun same as boot up

bootleg /'bu:t leg/ noun an illegal copy
of recorded material

BOOTP /,bi: ou au tix 'pit/ noun an In-
ternet protocol used by a diskless worksta-
tion to find out its IP address, then load its
operating system from a central server.
Full form bootstrap protocol. » IP
(NOTE: This protocol allows a workstation
to start up and load all its software over
the network: a normal workstation would
load its operating system software stored
on an internal floppy or hard disk drive.)
boot partition /bu:t pa:'tif(o)n/ noun
a partition on a hard disk that contains the
bootstrap and operating system

boot record /'bu:t ,reko:d/ noun same
as boot block

boot sector /bu:t 'sekts/ nouna part of
a disk that contains instructions that are
read by the computer when it is first
switched on or reset (NOTE: The instruc-
tions tell the computer how to load the
operating system from the disk.)
bootstrap, bootstrap loader noun a
set of instructions that are executed by the
computer before a program is loaded, usu-
ally to load the operating system once the
computer is switched on. Compare loader
bootstrap memory /'bu:tstraep
;mem(a)ri/ noun permanent memory
within a terminal or microcomputer, that
allows a user to customise the attributes,
booting the system and loading programs
bootstrap protocol /bu:tstrep
'prauvtakol/ noun full form of BOOTP
boot up /bu:t 'Ap/ noun automatic exe-
cution of a set of instructions usually held

in ROM when a computer is switched on.
Also called booting

border /'bo:ds/ noun 1. an area around
printed or displayed text 2. a thin bounda-
ry line around a button or field or a graphic
image

border style /'bo:da ,stail/ noun an at-
tribute that determines the type of border
around a button or field, e.g. a single line,
a shadow or a double line

borrow /'borau/ noun an operation in
certain arithmetic processes such as sub-
traction from a smaller number
Bose-Chandhuri-Hocquenghem
code noun full form of BCH code

bot' /bot/, BOT abbr beginning of tape
bot? /bot/ noun a robot utility program
that helps a user or another application
carry out a particular task — e.g. a search
bot will help a user search the Internet by
submitting the query to several engines at
once; a link bot will check that all the hy-
perlinks on a website are correct

BOT marker /'bot ,ma:ka/ noun a sec-
tion of material that marks the start of the
recording area of magnetic tape

bottom up method /'provgreminy/,
bottom up programming noun a meth-
od in which low-level instructions are
combined to form a high-level instruction,
which can then be further combined
bounce /bavns/ noun 1. a multiple key
contact caused by a faulty switch 2. an
electronic mail message that could not be
correctly delivered and is returned to the
sender

boundary /'bavnd(o)ri/ noun a line or
marker that indicates the limits of some-
thing

boundary protection /baund(o)ri
pra'tekfon/ noun a function designed to
prevent any program writing into a re-
served area of memory

boundary punctuation /baund(o)ri
panktfu'erf(a)n/ noun punctuation that
marks the beginning or end of a file
boundary register /baund(o)ri
'red31sta/ noun a register in a multi-user
system that contains the addresses for the
limits of one user’s memory allocation
bounding box /'baundy boks/ noun a
rectangle that determines the shape and
position of an image that has been placed
in a document or on screen
Boyce-Codd normal form /bors
kod 'no:mal ,form/ noun » normal form.
Abbr BCNF



breakpoint symbol

bozo bit /'bovzou bit/ noun (in an Ap-
ple Macintosh system) an attribute bit that
prevents a file being copied or moved
BPI, bpi noun the number of bits that can
be recorded per inch of recording medium.
Full form bits per inch

BPP /bi: pi: 'pii/ noun the number of
bits assigned to store the colour of each
pixel. One bit provides black or white, four
bits give 16 colour combinations, eight
bits give 256 colour combinations. Full
form bits per pixel

bps /,bi: pi: 'es/ noun the number of bits
that can be transmitted per second O Their
transmission rate is 60,000 bits per second
(bps) through a parallel connection. Full
form bits per second

Bps /bir pi: 'es/ noun the number of
bytes that can be transmitted per second.
Full form bytes per second

bps rate /,bi: pi: 'es reit/ noun the rate
at which information is sent, equal to the
number of bits transmitted or received per
second

bps rate adjust /bi: pir es rert o
'd3Ast/ noun the ability of a modem to ad-
just the speed of its serial port automatical-
ly so as to match the communications
speed

BRA /,bi: a: 'er/ noun a basic ISDN serv-
ice that provides two data channels capa-
ble of carrying data at a rate of 64Kbps to-
gether with a signalling channel used to
carry control signals at 16Kbps. Full form
basic rate access

braces /'breisiz/ plural noun curly
bracket characters ( {} ) used in some pro-
gramming languages to enclose a routine
bracket /'brakit/ noun a printing sign to
show that an instruction or operation is to
be processed separately m verb O to
bracket together to print brackets round
several items to show that they are treated
in the same way and separated from the
rest of the text

branch /bra:nt [/ noun 1. a possible path
or jump from one instruction to another 2.
a line linking one or more devices to the
main network O The faulty station is on
this branch. ® verb to jump from one sec-
tion of a program to another, often using a
test or decision with two or more possible
results that lead to two different points in
the program

COMMENT: In BASIC, the instruction GOTO
makes the system jump to the line indicated;
this is an unconditional branch. The instruc-
tion IF...THEN is a conditional branch, be-

cause the jump will only take place if the con-
dition is met.

branch cable /bra:nt| 'keib(s)l/ noun
a cable that runs from a main cable to a
node

branch instruction /bramntf 1n
'strakfon/ noun a conditional program
instruction that provides the location of the
next instruction in the program, if a condi-
tion is met

branchpoint /'bra:nt[pomt/ noun a
point in a program where a branch can take
place

branch table /'bra:nt| ,tertb(a)l/ noun
a table that defines where to jump to in a
program depending on the result of a test
breach /bri:t[/ noun a failure to carry
out the terms of an agreement O breach of
warranty the supplying of goods which
do not meet the standards of the warranty
applied to them

breadboard /'bredbo:d/ noun a device
that allows prototype electronic circuits to
be constructed easily without permanent
connections or soldering

break /breik/ noun an action performed,
or a key pressed, to stop the execution of a
program

Break key /'breik ki:/ noun a special
key on an IBM-compatible keyboard that
halts the execution of a program when it is
pressed at the same time as the Control key
O I stopped the problem by pressing Ctrl-
Break.

breakout box /'breikauvt boks/ noun a
device that displays the status of lines
within an interface, cable or connector O
The serial interface doesn’t seem to be
working — use the breakout box to see
which signals are present.

breakpoint /'breikpoint/ noun a sym-
bol inserted into a program which stops its
execution at that point to allow registers,
variables and memory locations to be ex-
amined (NOTE: Breakpoints are often
used when debugging a program.)
breakpoint halt /'breikpomt  ho:lt/
noun same as breakpoint instruction
breakpoint instruction /'breikpoint
m,strak [on/ noun a halt command insert-
ed in a program to stop its execution tem-
porarily. This allows the programmer to
examine data and registers while debug-
ging a program.

breakpoint symbol /'breikpoint
,simb(9)l/ noun a special character used
to provide a breakpoint in a debugging



breakup

program. The program allows breakpoint
symbols to be inserted, then executes the
program until it reaches one, then halts.

breakup /'bretkap/ noun (in video) loss
or distortion of a signal

B register /bi: 'red3isto/ noun1. an ad-
dress register that is added to a reference
address to provide the location to be ac-
cessed 2. a register used to extend the ac-
cumulator in multiplication and division
operations

BRI /bi: a: 'ar/ noun one part of the
ISDN service that provides two data trans-
fer channels, also called bearer channels,
that can transmit data at 64Kbit/second
and one control channel that can transfer
extra control information at 16Kbit/sec-
ond. Full form basic rate interface

bricks-and-mortar /,briks on 'mo:to/
adjective referring to businesses that oper-
ate using buildings such as shops and
warehouses, as opposed to operating only
or mainly via the Internet. Compare
clicks-and-mortar

bridge /brid3/ verb to use bridgeware to
help transfer programs and data files to an-
other system (NOTE: A bridging product is
available for companies with both gener-
ations of machines.) B noun 1. a device
that connects two networks together and
allow information to flow between them. )
router, brouter (NOTE: Bridges function
at the data link layer of the OSI network
model.) 2. a process of ensuring that piec-
es of computer equipment match, so that
power losses between them are kept to a
minimum 3. hardware or software that al-
lows parts of an old system to be used on a
new system
‘Lotus Development and IMRS are jointly develop-
ing a bridge linking their respective spreadsheet and
client server reporting tools. It will allow users of
IMRS’ Hyperion reporting tool to manipulate live
data from Lotus Improv.” [Computing]
bridgeware /'bridzwes/ noun hard-
ware or software used to make the transfer
from one computer system to another eas-
ier, by changing e.g. file format and trans-
lation

bridging /'bridzmy/ noun the use of
bridgeware to help transfer programs and
data files to another system
COMMENT: A bridge connects two similar net-
works: a gateway connects two different net-
works. To connect two Ethernet networks, use
a bridge.
bridging product /'brid3ig ,prodakt/
noun same as bridge

Briefcase utility /'bri:fkers ju:,trliti/
noun (in Windows) a special utility that al-
lows you to keep files stored on a laptop
and a desktop PC up to date
brightness /'brartnas/ noun the inten-
sity of the light emitted by an image on a
screen O A control knob allows you to ad-
Jjust brightness and contrast.
brightness range /'braitnos remd3/
noun the variation in the intensity of the
light emitted by something
brilliant /'briljont/ adjective (of light or
colour) very bright and shining
bring up /,brig 'Ap/ verb to start a com-
puter system
British Approvals Board for Tele-
communications /britif o,pruivalz
bo:d for \telikomkjuini'kerf(e)nz/ noun
full form of BABT
British Standards Institute /britif
'steendodz ,mstitjurt/ noun full form of
BSI (UK)
broadband /'bro:dbeend/ noun (in local
area networks or communications) a
transmission method that combines sever-
al channels of data onto a carrier signal
and can carry the data over long distances.
Compare baseband. Also called wide-
band
COMMENT: The three most popular broadband
communication devices are ISDN, cable mo-
dems and ADSL, which is part of the wider
DSL standard. Each country has different
prevalent standards and pricing models. For
example, ISDN provides a digital link that can
transfer data at the rate of 64Kbps; it dials an
access number and provides a link when re-
quired. ADSL, in contrast, provides a direct
connection that appears to be ‘always on’ us-
ing a network adapter to link the computer to
the Internet provider. ADSL normally supports
a transfer speed of up to 2Mbps.
broadband communication de-
vice /broidbend ko,mjuini'keif(o)n
dr,vars/ noun a communication channel
and device that allow a computer to con-
nect to the Internet at a very high speed,
often several thousand times faster than a
dial-up modem connected to a telephone
line
broadband ISDN /bro:dband ,ar es
dir 'en/ noun a high-speed data transfer
service that allows data and voice to be
transmitted over a wide area network.
Abbr B-ISDN
broadcast /'bro:dka:st/ noun (in a net-
work) a message or data sent to a group of
users B verb to distribute information over
a wide area or to a large audience O He
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broadcast the latest news over the WAN.
(NOTE: broadcasts — broadcasting —
broadcast)
broadcast message /bro:dka:st
'mes1d3/ noun a message sent to everyone
on a network O Five minutes before we
shut down the LAN, we send a broadcast
message to all users.
broadcast network /bro:dka:st
'netw3ik/ noun a network for sending
data to a number of receivers
broadcast quality /bro:dka:st
'kwnoliti/ noun a quality of video image or
signal that is the same as that used by pro-
fessional television stations O We can use
your multimedia presentation as the ad-
vert on TV if it’s of broadcast quality.
brochure site /'broufa sait/ noun a
simple, often one-page, website that ad-
vertises a company’s products and gives its
contact details
brouter /'bru:ta/ noun a device that
combines the functions of a router and
bridge to connect networks together O The
brouter provides dynamic routing and can
bridge two local area networks. iy bridge,
router
brown-out /'bravn auvt/ noun a power
failure caused by a low voltage level rather
than no voltage level
browse /brauz/ verb 1. to view data in a
database or online system 2. to search
through and access database material
without permission
browser /'brauza/ noun a software pro-
gram that is used to navigate through web-
pages stored on the Internet. A browser
program asks the Internet server to send it
a page of information, stores, decodes and
displays the page, and will jump to other
pages if you click on hyperlinks. » HTML,
NetScape, IE
COMMENT: A browser program asks the Inter-
net server (called the HTTP server) to send it
a page of information; this page is stored in
the HTML layout language that is decoded by
the browser and displayed on screen. The
browser displays any hotspots and will jump
}p lfmother page if the user clicks on a hyper-
INK.
browsing /'bravzig/ noun the activity
of moving through sites on the Internet, a
list of files or a multimedia title in no par-
ticular order. You control which page you
move to next and what you view.
brush /braf/ noun a tool in paint pack-
age software that draws pixels on screen O
The paint package lets you vary the width

of the brush (in pixels) and the colour it
produces.

brush style/'bra[ stail/ noun the width
and shape of the brush tool in a paint pack-
age O To fill in a big area, I select a wide,
square brush style.

brute force method /bru:t fo:s
'‘me6ad/ noun a problem-solving method
which depends on computer power rather
than elegant programming techniques

BS abbrbackspace

BSAM abbr basic sequential access
method

BSC /,bi: es 'sii/ noun an old standard
for medium/high speed data communica-
tion links. Full form binary synchro-
nous communications

BSI / bi: es 'a1/ noun an organisation that
monitors design and safety standards in
the UK. Full form British Standards In-
stitute

BTAM / bi: ti: er 'em/ noun a method of
providing access for read or write opera-
tions to a remote device. Full form basic
telecommunications access method
btree /'bi: trit/ nounsame as binary tree
bubble-help /'bab(a)l help/ noun a sin-
gle line that appears on screen to describe
what you are pointing at

bubble jet printer /bab(s)l dzet
'printa/ noun » ink-jet printer

bubble memory /bab(a)l 'mem(a)ri/
noun a method of storing binary data using
the magnetic properties of certain materi-
als, allowing very large amounts of data to
be stored in primary memory

bubble memory cassette /,bab(s)l
'mem(9)ri ko,set/ noun a bubble memory
device on a removable cartridge similar to
an audio cassette that can be inserted into
a controller card to provide removable
memory

bubble sort /'bab(a)l so:t/ noun a sort-
ing method which repeatedly exchanges
various pairs of data items until they are in
order

bucket /'bakit/ noun a storage area con-
taining data for an application

buffer /'bafo/ noun 1. a circuit that iso-
lates and protects a system from damaging
inputs from driven circuits or peripherals.
» driver 2. a temporary storage area for
data waiting to be processed M verb to use
a temporary storage area to hold data until
the processor or device is ready to deal
with it



buffered input/output

COMMENT: Buffers allow two parts of a compu-
ter system to work at different speeds, e.g. a
high-speed central processing unit and a
slower line printer.

buffered input/output /,bafod ,input
‘avtput/ noun the use of a temporary stor-
age area on input or output ports to allow
slow peripherals to operate with a fast
CPU

buffered memory / bafod 'mem(o)ri/
noun a type of memory that allows in-
structions or data to be entered before the
processor has finished processing the ones
it is currently dealing with

buffering /'bafariy/ noun using buffers
to provide a link between slow and fast de-
vices

buffer length /'bafo lend/ noun the
number of data item that can be stored in a
buffer while waiting for the processor to
attend to them

buffer register / bafo 'redzista/ noun
temporary storage for data read from or
being written to main memory

buffer size /'bafs saiz/ noun the total
number of characters that can be held in a
buffer

bug /bag/ noun an error in a computer
program which makes it run incorrectly
(informal)

buggy /'bagi/ noun a small computer-
controlled vehicle (NOTE: The plural is
buggies.)

bug patch /'bag pat [/ noun 1. a tempo-
rary correction made to a program 2. a
small correction made to software by a
user on the instructions of the software
publisher

build /b1ld/ noun a particular version of a
program O This is the latest build of the
new software.

building block /'bildig blok/ noun a
self-contained unit that can be joined to
others to form a system

built-in /'bilt m/ adjective already in-
cluded in a system O The built-in adapter
card makes it fully IBM compatible. Oppo-
site add-on

built-in check /,bilt in 't fek/ noun an
error detection and validation check car-
ried out automatically on received data
built-in font /,bilt in 'font/ noun a font
stored permanently within a peripheral,
normally a printer

built-in function /bilt m 'fankf(a)n/
noun a special function already imple-
mented in a program

built-in message /bilt in 'mesidz/
noun a message generated by a system or
authoring language in response to an ac-
tion such as a mouse click

bulk erase /balk 1're1z/ verb to erase a
complete disk in one action

bulk storage medium /balk
'stoirid3 ,mirdiom/ noun a medium that
is able to store large amounts of data in a
convenient size and form

bulk update terminal /balk 'apdert
t3rmin(a)l/ noun a device used by an in-
formation provider to prepare videotext
pages off-line, then transmit them rapidly
to the main computer

bullet /'bulit/ noun a symbol, often a
filled circle ® or square m, placed in front
of a line of text and used to draw attention
to a particular line in a list

‘For a bullet chart use four to six bullet points and no
more than six to eight words each’ [Computing]

bulleted adjective marked with a bullet
in front of the line of text O a bulleted list
bulletin board /'bulitin bo:d/, bulletin
board system noun an online forum used
to exchange e-mails, chat and access soft-
ware. Abbr BBS
bundle /'band(2)l/ noun 1. a number of
optic fibres gathered together 2. a package
containing a computer together with soft-
ware or accessories offered at a special
price O The bundle now includes a PC
with CD-rewriter, digital camera and
scanner for just £599. B verb to market at
a special price a package that contains a
computer together with a range of soft-
ware or accessories
bundied software  /band(o)ld
'spftwea/ noun software included in the
price of a computer system
bureau /'bjuvorouv/ noun an office that
specialises in keyboarding data or process-
ing batches of data for other small compa-
nies O The company offers a number of bu-
reau services, such as printing and data
collection.

‘IMC has a colour output bureau that puts images

onto the uncommon CD-ROM XA format.” [Com-

puting]
burn /ba:n/ verb 1. same as blow 2. to
copy data onto a CD-ROM or DVD-ROM
burned-in time code/,bs:nd n 'taim
kaud/ noun time code information in-
cluded in the video signal as an image that
is visible on any TV or monitor. Abbr
BITC
burner /'bamnos/ noun a device which
burns in programs onto PROM chips



bus unit

burn in /ba:n 'm/ verb 1. to mark a tele-
vision or monitor screen after displaying a
high-brightness image for too long 2. to
write data into a PROM chip

burn-in /'ba:n 1/ noun a heat test for
electronic components

burn out /ba:n 'aut/ noun excess heat
or incorrect use that causes an electronic
circuit or device to fail

burst /ba:st/ noun a short isolated se-
quence of transmitted signals

burster /'ba:sto/ noun a machine used to
separate the sheets of continuous fanfold
paper

burst mode /'ba:st maud/ noun data
transmission using intermittent bursts of
data

bursty /'ba:sti/ adjective transmitted in
short uneven bursts, rather than a smooth
continuous stream

bus /bas/ noun 1. a communication link
consisting of a set of leads or wires which
connects different parts of a computer
hardware system, and over which data is
transmitted and received by various cir-
cuits in the system. Also called highway
2. a central source of information that sup-
plies several devices

bus address lines /,bas o'dres ,lainz/
plural noun wires, each of which carries
one bit of an address word

bus arbitration /bas ,a:br'treif(a)n/
noun the protocol and control of transmis-
sion over a bus that ensures fair usage by
several users

“The slot controller detects when a new board is in-
serted, it activates power up and assigns a bus arbi-
tration and card slot ID to the board.” [Computing]

bus bar /'bas bai/ noun an electrical
conductor or group of electrical conduc-
tors used as a connector in a circuit, espe-
cially as a bus in a computer system

bus board /'bas bo:d/ noun a PCB con-
taining conducting paths for all the com-
puter signals for the address, data and con-
trol buses

bus clock /'bas klok/ noun the speed at
which data is transferred along the main
bus in a computer (NOTE: This is not al-
ways the same speed as the processor
speed.)

bus clock speed /bas klok 'spi:d/
noun the frequency of the clock that gov-
erns the main bus in a computer

bus control lines /bas kon'troul
Jlainz/ plural noun wires, each of which
carries one bit of a control word

bus data lines / bas 'derto [lainz/ plu-
ral noun wires, each of which carries one
bit of a data word

bus driver /bas 'drarvo/ noun high
power transistors or an amplifier that can
provide enough power to transmit signals
to a number of devices

bus extender /bas iks'tends/, bus
extension card /bas 1k'stenfon ka:d/
noun 1. device that extends an 8-bit bus to
accommodate 16-bit add-in cards 2. spe-
cial board (used by repair engineers) that
moves an add-in board up to a position that
is easier to work on

business computer /'biznis kom
pjuitd/ noun a powerful small computer
which is programmed for special business
tasks

business package /'biznis ,pekidsz/
noun same as business system

business system /'biznis ,sistom/
noun a set of programs adapted for busi-
ness use, comprising e.g. payroll, invoic-
ing and customers file

bus master /bas 'maista/ noun a de-
vice that controls the bus whilst transmit-
ting (NOTE: Bus master status can move
between sending stations.)

bus master adapter / bas ;ma:sto o
'deepta/ noun an adapter card that fits in a
EISA or MCA expansion slot in a PC, and
that can take control of the main bus and
transfer data to the computer’s main mem-
ory independently of the main processor O
The bus master network adapter provides
much faster data throughput than the old
adapter.

bus network /bas 'netwsik/ noun a
network of computers where the machines
are connected to a central bus unit which
transmits the messages it receives

bus slave /'bas slerv/ noun a data sink
that receives data from a bus master

bus structure /bas 'straktfo/ noun the
way in which buses are organised, i.e.
whether serial, parallel or bidirectional

bus topology /,bas to'polad3zi/ noun a
network topology in which all devices are
connected to a single cable which has ter-
minators at each end O Ethernet is a net-
work that uses the bus topology.

bus unit /bas 'juinit/ noun (within a
microprocessor) the place where instruc-
tions flow between the main memory and
the processor



busy

busy /'bizi/ adjective (of a signal) indi-
cating that a device is not ready to receive
data

button /'bat(a)n/ noun 1. a switch on a
mouse or joystick that carries out an action
O Use the mouse to move the cursor to the
icon and start the application by pressing
the mouse button. 2. a square shape dis-
played that will carry out a particular ac-
tion if selected with a pointer or keyboard
O There are two buttons at the bottom of
the status window, select the left button to
cancel the operation or the right to contin-
ue.

button bar /'bat(o)n ba:/ noun a line of
small buttons along the top of the screen,
just below the menu bar, in many applica-
tions such as Microsoft Word, Works and
Excel. Each button on the bar contains an
icon that helps describe its function and is
equipped with bubble-help.

BYAM abbr between you and me

BYKT abbrbut you know/knew that
bypass /'bar,pais/ noun an alternative
route around a component or device, usu-
ally a faulty one, so that it is not used O
There is an automatic bypass around any
Sfaulty equipment.

byte /bait/ noun a group of usually eight
bits or binary digits that a computer oper-
ates on as a single unit

byte address /'bait o,dres/ plural noun
the location of data bytes in memory

bytecode /'bartkaud/ noun a form of
Java instructions that can be executed in a
Java Virtual Machine. When a program-
mer develops a program written in Java,
the Java compiler converts the instructions
into a bytecode form that can then be run
on any computer that supports the Virtual
Machine software. © Java, virtual ma-
chine

byte machine /bait ma'fitzn/ noun a
variable word length computer

byte manipulation /bart mo,nipju
'lexf(9)n/ noun the process of moving, ed-
iting and changing the contents of a byte
byte mode /'bait moud/ noun a way of
transmitting data one byte at a time
byte-orientated protocol /bart
,orriontertid 'proutokol/ noun a commu-
nications protocol that transmits data as
characters rather than as a bit-stream
byte serial mode /bart ‘'srorial
.moud/ noun same as byte serial trans-
mission

byte serial transmission /bart
,s1arial trenz'mif(a)n/ noun the trans-
mission of bytes of data sequentially, dur-
ing which individual bits can be sent in a
serial or parallel way

bytes-per-inch /baitz pa/ noun a
measure of the data storage capacity of
magnetic tape

bytes per second /baits pa:
'sekond/ noun full form of Bps



C

C! symbol the hexadecimal number
equivalent to decimal 12

C2 noun a high level programming lan-
guage developed mainly for writing struc-
tured systems programs (NOTE: The C lan-
guage was originally developed for and
with the UNIX operating system.)

C++ /it plas 'plas/ noun a high-level
programming language based on its prede-
cessor, C, but providing object-oriented
programming functions

CA abbr certificate authority

CAAT abbr certificate authority adminis-
tration tool

cable /'keib(a)l/ noun a flexible con-
ducting electrical or optical link O The ca-
ble has the wrong connector for this print-
er.

cable connector / keib(a)l ko'nekta/
noun a connector at either end of a cable
cable matcher /'keib(s)l metfo/
noun an impedance matching device that
allows non-standard cable to be used with
a particular device

cable modem /keib(o)l 'moudem/
noun a device that links a computer to the
Internet via an existing cable television
line. This system provides high speed ac-
cess to the Internet by sharing the coaxial
cable that is used to distribute cable televi-
sion signals.

cable plant /'keib(o)l pla:nt/ noun all
the cables, connectors and patch panels
within a building or office

cable tester / keib(o)l 'testa/ noun test
equipment used to find breaks or faults or
cracks in cabling

cabling /'keibliy/ noun cable as a mate-
rial O Using high-quality cabling will al-
low the user to achieve very high data
transfer rates.

‘It has won a £500,000 contract to supply a struc-
tured voice and data cabling system to the bank and
its stockbrocking subsidiary.” [Computing]

cabling diagram /'ketb(a)lip
daregreem/ noun a drawing showing
where the main cable runs through an of-
fice, and where the connection points to it
are

cache /k[/ noun a section of memory
used to store a temporary copy of selected
data for faster access. Also called cache
memory B verb to file or store in a cache
O This CPU caches instructions so im-
proves performance by 15 percent.

cache controller /ke[ kon'troule/
noun a set of logic circuits that determines
when to store data in the high-speed cache
memory, when to access data in the cache
and when to access data stored in the slow-
er storage device

cache hit /'’ke[ hit/ noun data retrieved
from cache memory rather than from the
storage device

cache memory /'’kef ,mem(o)ri/ noun
same as cache

CAD /kad/ noun the use of a computer
and graphics terminal to help a designer in
his work O All our engineers design on
CAD workstations. Full form computer-
aided design, computer-assisted de-
sign
‘John Smith of CAD supplier CAD/CAM Limited
has moved into sales with responsibilities for the
North of England. He was previously a technical
support specialist.” [Computing]
CAD/CAM noun interaction between
computers used for designing and those
for manufacturing a product
caddy /'kadi/ noun» CD caddy
CAE / si: ex 'it/ noun the use of a compu-
ter to help an engineer solve problems or
calculate design or product specifications.
Full form computer-aided engineering,
computer-assisted engineering
CAl / si: ex 'al/ noun the use of a compu-
ter to assist in teaching a subject. Full form
computer-aided instruction, compu-
ter-assisted instruction



CAL

CAL / si: e1 'el/ noun the use of a compu-
ter to assist pupils to learn a subject. Full
form computer-aided learning, com-
puter-assisted learning

calculated field /'kelkju lertid fi:lnd/
noun a field within a database record that
contains the results of calculations per-
formed on other fields

Calculator /’kelkju,lerita/ a software
utility that is supplied with Windows,
works just like a normal calculator and is
started by double-clicking on the Calcula-
tor icon in the Accessories group
calendar program / keelinda
'prougrem/ noun a software diary utility
that allows a user to enter and keep track of
appointments

calibrate /'kelibreit/ verb to adjust a
monitor or joystick so that it is responding
correctly and accurately to the signals or
movements

calibration / kala'bre1f(a)n/ noun the
process of comparing the signal from an
input with a known scale to provide a
standardised reading

call /ko:1/ verb to transfer control from a
main program to a separate program or
routine

call accepted signal /ko:l ok'septid/,
call accept signal /ko:l ok'sept/ noun a
signal sent by a device showing that it is
willing to accept a caller’s data

callback /'ko:lbaek/ noun a security sys-
tem that is used to reduce the risk of any
unauthorised user connecting to your com-
puter if you have installed dial-in network-
ing . With callback, you use your commu-
nications software and modem to dial the
remote computer and enter your name and
password. The remote computer then
hangs up the telephone line and calls you
back on a preset telephone number.

call back modem /'ko:l bak
;moudem/ noun a modem that, on an-
swering a call, immediately hangs up and
calls the user back to establish a connec-
tion. It is used to provide better security
than a normal dial-up modem.

call control signal /'ko:l kon,troul
,s1gn(a)l/ noun the signal necessary to es-
tablish and end a call

call discrimination /ko:l di,skrimi
'ne1f(a)n/ noun a feature of a modem that
allows it to check if an incoming telephone
call is from a fax machine, another compu-
ter with a modem or from a person

call duration /ko:l dju'rerf(a)n/ noun
the length of time spent between starting
and ending a call O Call duration depends
on the complexity of the transaction.
called party /ko:1d 'pa:ti/ noun the per-
son or station to which a call is made
caller /'ko:ls/ noun a person who tele-
phones or requests a call

call handler /ko:l 'hendlo/ noun »
handler

calling /'ko:lig/ noun a signal to request
attention, sent from a terminal or device to
the main computer

calling sequence / ko:lip 'sitkwons/
noun a series of program commands re-
quired to direct execution to or back from
a subroutine

call instruction /ko:l n'strakfon/
noun a programming instruction that di-
rects control to a routine (NOTE: Before the
call, the program counter contents are
saved to show the return instruction
where to return to in the main program,
and control is passed back once the rou-
tine has finished.)

call logger /ko:l 'lnga/ noun a device
which keeps a record of telephone calls
call scheduling /'ko:l  fedju:lip/
noun (in a fax server) the process of ar-
ranging calls so that long-distance calls are
made at off-peak times

call up / ko:l 'ap/ verb to ask for infor-
mation from a backing store to be dis-
played O All the customers addresses were
called up.

CAM / si: e1 'em/ noun the use of a com-
puter to control machinery or assist in a
manufacturing process. Full form compu-
ter-aided manufacture, computer-as-
sisted manufacturing B abbr content
addressable memory

Cambridge ring /kemmbrid3z 'rip/
noun a local area networking standard
used for connecting several devices and
computers together in a ring with simple
cable links

campus environment / kampos n
'varronmont/ noun a large area or loca-
tion that has lots of users connected by
several networks, such as a university or
hospital

campus network / kempas
'netw3:k/ noun a network that connects
together the smaller local area networks in
each department within a building or uni-
versity site



cardinal number

cancel /'kansal/ verb to stop a process
or instruction before it has been fully exe-
cuted

cancelbot /'kens(a)lbot/ noun a com-
puter program that cancels unwanted arti-
cles sent to an Internet newsgroup by a
particular user

cancel character / kaens(a)l
'keerikta/ noun a control code used to in-
dicate that the last data transmitted was in-
correct

cancellation /kenso'leif(a)n/ noun
the action of stopping a process which has
been started

canonical schema  /kononikl
'skirma/ noun a model of a database that
is independent of hardware or software
available

capability list / kerpa'biloti list/ noun
a list of operations that can be carried out
capacitance /ka'pasitons/ noun the
ability of a component to store electrical
charge

capacitative /ko'pasitotiv/, capaciti-
tive adjective that has capacitance
capacitor /ko'pesita/ noun an elec-
tronic component that can store charge
capacitor storage  /kopasito
'storrtdz/ noun a device that uses the ca-
pacitative properties of a material to store
data

capacity /ka'peesiti/ noun the amount
of storage space available in a system or on
a disk

capitalisation / kepit(a)lar'zeif(a)n/,
capitalization noun function of a word-
processor to convert a line or block of text
into capitals

capitals /'’kapit(0)lz/, caps plural noun
letters in their large form, A,B,C,D, etc., as
opposed to lower-case letters, a,b,c,d, etc.
O The word BASIC is always written in
caps.

caps lock /'kaps Iok/ noun a key on a
keyboard that allows all characters to be
entered as capitals O The LED lights up
when caps lock is pressed.

capstan /'kapston/ noun a spindle of a
tape player or tape backup unit that keeps
the tape pressed against the magnetic
read/write head or pinch roller

caption /'kapfan/ noun a descriptive
text that appears at the top of a window, in
white text on a blue background

caption generator  /'kap[on
,dzenarerta/ noun a computer or elec-

tronic device that allows a user to add titles
or captions to a video sequence

capture /'kaptfa/ verb 1. to take data
into a computer system O The software al-
lows captured images to be edited. O cap-
ture a printer port to redirect data intend-
ed for a local printer port over a network to
a shared printer O capture a screen to
store the image that is currently displayed
on the screen in a file O In Windows, you
can capture the current screen as a graph-
ics image by pressing the PrintScreen key
on the keyboard. 2. (in a Token-Ring net-
work) to remove a token from the network
in order to transmit data across the net-
work

carbon copy / ka:ban 'kopi/ noun full
form of cc

carbon ribbon / ka:ban 'riban/ nouna
thin plastic ribbon, coated with black ink,
used in printers. Compare fibre ribbon
card /ka:d/ noun a sheet of insulating
material on which electronic components
can be mounted

‘A smart card carries an encryption chip, which cod-
ifies your ID and password prior to their being trans-
mitted across a network.” [Computing]

CardBus /'ka:dbas/ a high-speed, up to
33MHz, version of the original PCMCIA
PC Card standard that allows 32-bits of
data to be transferred in one operation
compared to the 16-bit capability of the
original PC Card standard

card cage /'ka:d kerd3/ noun a metal
supporting frame for circuit boards

card chassis /ka:d '[asi/ noun same
as card frame

card edge connector /ka:d ed3 ko
'nekta/ noun a series of metal tracks end-
ing at the edge and on the surface of a cir-
cuit board, allowing it to be plugged into
an edge connector to provide an electrical
path for data transmission

card extender /'ka:d ik,stends/ noun
a card containing only conducting tracks,
inserted between a motherboard connector
and an expansion board, allowing the ex-
pansion board to be worked on and exam-
ined easily, outside the card cage

card frame /'ka:d frexm/ noun a frame
containing a motherboard into which
printed circuit boards can be plugged to
provide a flexible system

cardinal number / ka:dm(o)l
'namba/ noun a positive whole number O
13, 19 and 27 are cardinal numbers, -2.3
and 7.45 are not.



cardioid microphone

cardioid microphone /ka:dioid
'martkrafaun/ noun a highly sensitive mi-
crophone that is used to pick up sound in a
specific area, not used for general noise re-
cording

cardioid response /ka:dioid 11
'spons/ noun the heart-shaped response
curve of an antenna or microphone when a
signal source is moved around it

card reader /ka:d 'rizda/ noun a device
which reads data from the magnetic strip
on the back of a identity or credit card
caret/'kerot/ noun symbol ‘*’ that is of-
ten used to mean the Control key

carpal tunnel syndrome / ka:p(s)l
'tan(9)l ,sindrouvm/ noun same as repet-
itive strain injury

carriage /'keerid3/ noun the mechanical
section of a printer that correctly feeds or
moves the paper that is being printed
carriage control /'kerid3 kon,troul/
noun a set of codes that control the move-
ments of a printer carriage O Carriage
control codes can be used to move the pa-
per forward two lines between each line of
text.

carriage return/ kerids ri'tamn/ noun
a code or key to indicate the end of an in-
put line and to move the cursor to the start
of the next line. Abbr CR

carriage return key / keridsz ri'tain
kii/ noun a key that moves a cursor or
printhead to the beginning of the next line
on screen or in printing

carrier /'keeris/ noun a continuous high-
frequency waveform that can be modulat-
ed by a signal

carrier detect / kario di'tekt/ noun a
signal generated by a modem to inform the
local computer that it has detected a carrier
from a remote modem. Abbr CD

carrier frequency / keerio
'fritkwonsi/ noun the frequency of the
carrier signal before it is modulated
carrier sense multiple access-col-
lision avoidance /kario sens
maltip(o)l ,&kses ka'liz(a)n 9,vordons/
noun full form of CSMA-CA

carrier sense multiple access-col-
lision detection /keario sens
maltip(d)l ,&kses ko'liz(o)n  di
tek[(a)n/ noun full form of CSMA-CD
carrier signal / kerio 'sign(o)l/ nouna
continuous high-frequency waveform that
can be modulated by a signal O He’s not
using a modem — there’s no carrier signal
on the line.

carrier signalling /'kerio ,signaliy/
noun a simple form of data transmission in
which a carrier signal is switched on and
off according to binary data

carrier system / keris 'sistom/ noun
a method of transmitting several different
signals on one channel by using different
carrier frequencies

carrier wave /'kerio werv/ noun a
waveform used as a carrier

carry /'kari/ noun an extra digit due to
an addition result being greater than the
number base used O When 5 and 7 are
added, there is an answer of 2 and a carry
which is put in the next column, giving 12.
carry bit /'kari bit/ noun an indicator
that a carry has occurred

carry complete signal /keri kom
'plirt ,sign(d)l/ noun a signal from an
adder circuit indicating that all carry oper-
ations have been completed

carry flag /'keri flag/ noun same as
carry bit

carry look ahead /keri luk o'hed/
noun a high-speed adder that can predict if
a carry will be generated by a sum and add
it in, removing the delay found in an adder
with ripple-through carry

carry time /'keeri tarm/ noun the period
of time taken to transfer a carry digit to the
next higher digit position

cartesian coordinates /ka: ti:zion
kou'o:dinats/ plural noun a positional
system that uses two axes at right angles
and represents a point within these axes by
means of two numbers that give the point’s
position on each axis. Compare axis, po-
lar coordinates

cartesian structure /ka: ti:zion
'strakt[o/ noun a data structure whose
size is fixed and the elements are in a line-
ar order

cartridge /'ka:tridz/ noun a removable
cassette, containing a disk or tape or pro-
gram or data, usually stored in ROM
cartridge drive /'ka:tridz drarv/ noun
a drive which uses a disk or tape in a car-
tridge

cartridge fonts /'ka:trid3 fontz/ plu-
ral noun fonts contained in a ROM car-
tridge which can be plugged into a printer,
providing a choice of new typefaces
cartridge ribbon /ka:tridz 'ribon/
noun a printer ribbon in a closed cartridge
CAS /,si: e1 'es/ noun a standard devel-
oped by Intel and DCA to allow communi-
cation software to control a fax modems.



catastrophic error

Full form communicating applications
specification

cascade carry /ke skerd 'keeri/ noun
acarry generated in an adder from an input
carry signal

cascade connection /kz,skeid ko
'nek[(a9)n/ noun a number of devices or
circuits arranged in series, the output of
one driving the input of the next
cascade control /ka skerd kon'troul/
noun a set of several control units, each
controlling the next

cascaded star /kz'skerdd sta:/ noun
a setup in which the nodes in a star topol-
ogy network are connected to more than
one hub to provide a backup in case of a
problem

cascading menu  /kaskerdip
'menjui/ noun a secondary menu that is
displayed to the side of the main pull-
down menu

cascading style sheet /ke skeidip
'starl it/ noun a method of describing
the font, spacing and colour of text within
a webpage and storing this information in
a style sheet that can be applied to any text
within the page. Abbr CSS

cascading windows /ke skeidip
'windouz/ plural noun (in a GUI) multiple
windows that are displayed overlapping so
that only the title bar at the top of each
window is showing

case /keis/ noun1. o upper case capital
letters O He corrected the word ‘coMpu-
ter’, replacing the upper case M with a
lower case letter. 2. a programming com-
mand that jumps to various points in a pro-
gram depending on the result of a test
case branch /'kers braintf/ noun a
branch to a part of a program that is de-
pendent upon the result of a test

case change /'kers tfemnds/ noun a
key used to change from upper to lower
case on a keyboard

case sensitive /kers 'sensot1v/ adjec-
tive referring to a command or operation
that will only work when the characters are
entered in a particular case O The pass-
word is case sensitive.

case sensitive search /kers
,sensat1v 's3:tf/ noun a search function
that succeeds only if both the search word
and the case of the characters in the search
word match

cassette /ko'set/ noun a hard container
used to store and protect magnetic tape

cassette recorder /ko'set riko:do/
noun a machine to transfer audio signals
onto magnetic tape

cassette tape /ko'set terp/ noun nar-
row reel of magnetic tape housed in a solid
case for protection (NOTE: Using cassette
tape allows data to be stored for future
retrieval. It is used instead of a disk sys-
tem on small computers or as a slow, se-
rial access, high-capacity back-up medi-
um for large systems.)

cast /ka:st/ noun 1. (in a programming
language) an instruction that converts data
from one type to another O To convert the
variable from an integer to a character
type, use the cast command. 2. (in a multi-
media presentation or animation) each
individual part of a multimedia presenta-
tion or animation. The members of a cast
can be individual images, sound clips or
text.

cast-based animation /ka:st bers
.&n1'melf(a)n/ noun a type of animation
in which everything is an object and has its
defined movement, colour and shape, and
the actions of each object are controlled by
a script

cast member /ka:st 'memba/ noun a
single object, e.g. text, an image or an ani-
mated object, within a cast used in a pres-
entation

CAT /kat/ noun 1. the use of a computer
to demonstrate to and assist pupils in
learning a skill. Full form computer-aid-
ed training, computer-assisted train-
ing 2. the use of a computer to test equip-
ment or programs to find any faults. Full
form computer-aided testing, compu-
ter-assisted testing

catalogue /'kat(o)lpg/ noun a list of
contents or items in order 0 disk cata-
logue, directory list of files stored on a
magnetic disk O The entry in the disk cat-
alogue is removed when the file is deleted.
W verb to make a catalogue of items stored
O All the terminals were catalogued, with
their location, call sign and attribute ta-
ble.

catastrophe /ko'testrafi/ noun a seri-
ous fault, error or breakdown of equip-
ment, usually leading to serious damage
and shutdown of a system

catastrophic error /katostrofik
‘era/ noun an error that causes a program
to crash or files to be accidentally erased
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catastrophic failure /ketastrofik
'fe1ljo/ noun a complete system failure or
crash

Category 1 /katog(o)ri 'wan/ noun
(part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) a
standard that defines an older-style un-
shielded twisted-pair cable, unsuitable for
data transmission, that is formed by loose-
ly twisting two insulated wires together to
reduce noise and interference

Category 2 /katog(o)ri 'tur/ noun
(part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) a
standard that defines a type of unshielded
twisted-pair cable that can be used to
transmit data at rates up to 4MHz
Category 3 /keatog(e)ri 'Oriz/ noun
(part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) a
standard that defines a type of unshielded
twisted-pair cable that can be used to
transmit data at rates up to 10MHz. This
type of cable is the minimum standard of
cable required for a 10BaseT network
(NOTE: The standard suggests that the ca-
ble should have three twists per foot of ca-
ble.).

Category 4 /ketog(o)ri 'for/ noun
(part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) a
standard that defines a type of unshielded
twisted-pair cable that is the minimum
standard of cable required for data trans-
mission rates up to 16Mbit/second on a
Token Ring network

Category 5 /ketog(o)ri 'farv/ noun
(part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) a
standard that defines a type of cable that
can carry data transmitted at up to
100MHz and is suitable for FDDI over
copper wire, 100BaseT or other high-
speed networks

category wiring / ketog(o)ri
'wararin/ noun one of five levels of stand-
ards defined by the Electronics Industry
Association/Telecommunications Industry
Association (EIA/TIA) that defines the
type of cable or wire used in a network
catena /ko'titno/ noun 1. a chained list
consisting of a number of items 2. a series
of characters in a word

catenate /'ketonert/ verb to join to-
gether two or more sets of data

cathode ray tube / ka6oud 're1 tjurb/
noun full form of CRT

COMMENT: Cathode ray tubes are used in tra-
ditional-style television sets, computer moni-
tors and VDUs. A CRT consists of a vacuum
tube, one end of which is flat and coated with
phosphor, while the other end contains an
electron beam source. Characters or graphics

are visible when the controllable electron
beam strikes the phosphor, causing it to glow.

cathode ray tube storage / ka6oud
re1 ,tju:b 'storrid3/ noun a cathode ray
tube with a long-persistence phosphor
screen coating that retains an image for a
long time

CAV /si: er 'vii/ noun a CD-ROM that
spins at a constant speed. The size of each
data frame on the disc varies so as to main-
tain a regular data throughput of one frame
per second. Full form constant angular
velocity

CB abbr call back

CBI /n/ abbr computer-based instruction
CBL /,si: bi: 'el/ noun education or learn-
ing using special programs running on a
computer. Full form computer-based
learning

CBMS / si: bi: em 'es/ noun the use of a
computer system to allow users to send
and receive messages from other users,
usually in-house. Full form computer-
based message system. ) BBS

CBT /,si: bi: 'tit/ noun the use of a com-
puter system to train students. Full form
computer-based training

CC /,sit 'sit/ noun a feature of electronic
mail software that allows you to send a
copy of a message to another user (see)
Full form carbon copy

CCA abbr cardholder certificate authority
CCD abbr charge-coupled device

CCD memory /si: si: di: 'mem(a)ri/
noun capacitors used with MOS transis-
tors to store data, allowing either serial or
random access

CCIR 601 /;si: si: a1 a: ,siks au 'wan/
noun a recommended standard for defin-
ing digital video

CCITT / si: siz ar ti: 'tiz/ noun an interna-
tional committee that defines communica-
tions protocols and standards. Full form
Comité Consultatif International Télé-
phonique et Télégraphique

CCP /si: si: 'pit/ noun software which
interfaces between a user’s terminal and
system BIOS. Full form command con-
sole processor

CD' /siz'diz/ noun a system instruction in
MS-DOS and UNIX that moves you
around a directory structure O Type in CD
DOCS to move into the DOCS subdirecto-
ry. Also called CHDIR. Full form change
directory

CD?2 /si:'diz/ abbr compact disc
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CD32 /si: dir 03:ti 'tui/ noun a unit
with a processor and CD-ROM drive de-
veloped by Commodore that uses its Ami-
ga computer

CD-audio /si: dir 'ordiou/ noun a
standard that defines how music can be
stored in digital form, i.e. as a series of
numbers, on a compact disc

CD-bridge /,si: 'di: brid3/ noun an ex-
tension to the CD-ROM XA standard that
allows extra data to be added so that the
disc can be read on a CD-i player

CD caddy /,si: 'di: keedi/ noun a flat
plastic container that is used to hold a
compact disc

CD-DA abbr compact disc digital audio
(NOTE: also called Red Book audio)
CD-E / si: 'di: i/ noun a format that al-
lows data to be saved to and erased from a
compact disc

CD+G /,si: di: plas 'dzi:/, CD+Graph-
ics /,si: di: plas 'grefiks/ noun CD for-
mat that adds a text track to an audio disc
— used to store song title information
CD-i/,si: di: a1/ noun hardware and soft-
ware standards that combine sound, data,
video and text onto a compact disc and al-
low a user to interact with the software
stored on a CD-ROM. The standard de-
fines encoding, compression and display
functions.

CD-l /si: 'diz a/ noun set of enhance-
ments to the normal CD-ROM standard,
developed by Philips, and aimed for home
use. The system uses its own special hard-
ware console with speakers, joystick and a
connection to a television screen to display
the images. The special feature of CD-I is
that it allows you to interact with what you
see on the television screen and choose op-
tions or respond to questions or a game.
CD-i digital audio /si: dir ar
,did31t(a)l 'o:diou/ noun a format that en-
ables a CD-i disc to record audio in digital
format in one of four ways, either mono or
stereo and at two different sample rates
CD-i digital imaging /si: di: ar
didzrt(e)l 'tmidzmy/ plural noun the
compression method used to store images
and video frames on a CD-i disc

CD-i sector /si: di: ‘a1 ,sekta/ noun a
unit of storage on a CD-i disc that can store
2352 bytes

CD Player /,si: 'di: ,plers/ noun a utility
supplied with Windows that allows a user
to play back audio CDs in the PC’s CD-
ROM drive

CD quality /si: 'di: ,kwoliti/ adjective
able to provide recording quality similar to
a compact disc. The term normally refers
to equipment that can store 16-bit samples
at a sample rate of over 44,000 samples per
second. O A sound card in a computer
might have several modes of operation:
low-quality for general use that does not
use up too much memory and CD quality
recording mode for final recordings.
CD-R /,si: di: 'a:/ noun technology that
allows a user to write data to and read from
a CD-R disc O A CD-R disc can be played
in any standard CD-ROM drive but needs
a special CD-R drive to write data to the
disc. Full form recordable CD

C: drive /'si: drarv/ noun the main hard
disk drive, denoted by the letter C in many
operating systems, including DOS, Win-
dows and OS/2. v floppy disk, hard disk

COMMENT: Normally, a PC has two or three
disk drives within its casing. The convention is
to provide one floppy disk, called ‘A:" and one
hard disk called ‘C:’. If you have a second
floppy disk, this is called ‘B:’ and a CD-ROM
drive is normally ‘D:’. When talking about the
different disk drives, you say ‘Drive A’ for the
floppy drive, but normally write ‘A>. If you are
using DOS, when your PC starts up it will nor-
mally show what'’s called the C-prompt (which
looks like ‘C:\ your screen); this means you
are currently looking at the hard disk. If you
want to change to drive A to read data from a
floppy disk, enter ’A:” and press return.

CD-ROM /,si: di: 'rom/ noun a small
plastic disc that is used as a high capacity
ROM storage device that can store 650Mb
of data; data is stored in binary form as
holes etched on the surface which are then
read by a laser
“Customers’ images will be captured, digitised, and
stored on optical disk or CD-ROM, and produced if
queries arise about responsibility for ATM transac-
tions.”” [Computing]
CD-ROM drive /si: 'di: rom/ noun a
mechanical device that spins a compact
disc and reads data stored on the surface of
the disc using a tiny laser beam
CD-ROM Extended Architecture
/,sit dir rom 1k,stendid 'a:kitekt[o/
noun an extended CD-ROM format that
defines how audio, images and data are
stored on a CD-ROM disc. Abbr CD-
ROM/XA
CD-ROM Extensions /,si: 'di: rom/
plural noun the software required to allow
an operating system to access a CD-ROM
drive
CD-ROM mode 1/ si: 'di: rom moud/
noun the standard, original method of stor-
ing data in the High Sierra file format
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CD-ROM mode 2 /,si: 'di: rom moud/
noun the higher-capacity storage format
that stores data in the space used in mode
1 for error correction (NOTE: Neither
mode 1 nor mode 2 can play audio and
simultaneously read data, hence the XA
extension.)

CD-ROM player / si: 'di: rom/ noun a
disc drive that allows a computer to read
data stored on a CD-ROM; the player uses
a laser beam to read etched patterns on the
surface of the CD-ROM that represent data
bits

CD-ROM Re-Writable /,si: 'di: rom
re1r/ noun a disc technology that can read a
standard CD-ROM, write to a CD-R or
write data many times to the same CD-R
CD-ROM/XA abbr CD-ROM Extended
Architecture

CDRTOS /,si: di: a: tiz ou 'es/ noun an
operating system used to run a CD-i hard-
ware platform

CD-RW /,si: di: a: 'dab(o)lju:/ noun a
compact disc that can have its contents
erased and something else recorded onto it
many times

CDTV /si: di: ti: 'vi:/ noun a CD-ROM
standard developed by Commodore that
combines audio, graphics and text. This
standard is mainly intended as an interac-
tive system for home use, with the player
connected to a television and also able to
play music CDs.

CD-V/ si: 'di: vii/ noun a format, now no
longer used, for storing 5 minutes of video
data on a 3-inch disc in analog form
CD-video /,si: di: 'vidisu/ noun a com-
pact disc used to store and play back video
images

CD-WO /si: ,dab()l ju: 'au/ noun a
CD-ROM disc and drive technology that
allows a user to write data to the disc once
only. It is useful for storing archived docu-
ments or for testing a CD-ROM before it is
duplicated.

cel /sel/ noun a single frame in an anima-
tion sequence

cell /sel/ noun 1. a single function or
number in a spreadsheet program 2. a sin-
gle memory location, capable of storing a
data word, accessed by an individual ad-
dress 3. (in a transmission system such
as ATM) a fixed-length packet of data, e.g.
a cell in the ATM system contains 53

cell address /sel o'dres/ noun (in a
spreadsheet) a code that identifies the po-
sition of a cell by row and column. The

rows are normally numbered and the col-
umns use the letters of the alphabet.
cellar /'sela/ noun a temporary storage
for data or registers or tasks, in which
items are added and retrieved from the
same end of the list in a LIFO order

cell definition /sel ,defo'nif(o)n/ noun
(in a spreadsheet) a formula that is con-
tained in a cell

cell format /sel 'format/ noun (in a
spreadsheet) the way in which the result
or data in a cell is displayed O The cell for-
mat is right-aligned and emboldened.
Cello /'tfelou/ noun a web browser ap-
plication. ) browser

cell protection /sel pro'tekfon/ noun
a function that prevents the contents of a
particular cell or range of cells from being
changed

cell reference variable /sel
ref(a)rans 'veariob(a)l/ noun a register
that contains the reference locating a cer-
tain cell that is being operated on

cell relay /sel 'riz,let/ noun a way of
transmitting packets of information over a
broadband network, such as Broadband
ISDN. The ATM system, e.g., transfers
data by moving cells of data between
nodes in a wide area network.

cellular phone /seljulo 'foun/ noun
same as mobile phone

central computer /sentral kom
'pjuita/ noun same as host computer
centralised computer network
/,sentr9 laizd kam'pju:ts/, centralized
computer network noun a network with
processing power provided by a central
computer

centralised data processing
/,sentra laizd 'deita/, centralized data
processing noun data processing facili-
ties located in a centralised place that can
be accessed by other users

central memory / sentral 'mem(o)ri/
noun full form of CM

central processing element
/,sentral 'prousesin ,elimont/ noun a
short, i.e. 2, 4 or 8 bit, word length module
that can be used to produce large word
CPU’s using bit slice techniques. Abbr
CPE

central processing unit, central
processor noun full form of CPU
central terminal / sentral 't3:min(a)l/
noun a terminal which controls communi-
cations between a central or host computer
and remote terminals
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centre /'sento/ verb 1. to align the
read/write head correctly on a magnetic
disk or tape 2. to place a piece of text in the
centre of the paper or display screen O
Which key do you press to centre the head-
ing?
centre channel /sento 'tfen(o)l/
noun (in a multichannel sound system)
the audio channel that carries sound infor-
mation that will be played back by a loud-
speaker placed in the centre of a room, in
front of the listener
centre operator /sento 'Dporerto/
noun a person who looks after central
computer operations
centre text /,sento 'tekst/ noun an op-
tion in a word-processing or DTP package
that changes the formatting of a line of text
so that is in the centre of the page or frame
Centronics interface /sen'troniks
JIntafers/ noun a parallel printer interface
devised by Centronics Inc
Centronics port /sen'troniks ,po:t/
noun a standard that defines the way in
which a parallel printer port on a PC oper-
ates
CERN /s3:n/ noun the research laborato-
ry in Switzerland where the world wide
web was originally invented. Full form
Conseil Européen pour la Recherche
Nucléaire
CERT /s3:t/ abbr computer emergency
response team
certificate /so'tifikat/ noun a unique
set of numbers that identifies a person or
company and is used to prove the person’s
identity
COMMENT: A certificate is normally used to
provide security over the Internet for secure e-
mail or secure website transactions. A trusted
company, such as VeriSign (www.veri-
sign.com) or Thawte (www.thawte.com) is-
sues the certificate once it is satisfied that the
person or company is legitimate, authentic
and who they claim to be. The company can
now use this certificate to prove its identity,

create secure messages or setup a secure
website to accept payments online.

certificate authority /so'tifiket o:
,Ooriti/ noun an independent server or
company on the Internet that supplies or
validates a special digital certificate to
prove that another company is genuine
(NOTE: The certificate authority issues a
special encrypted number that complies
with the X.509 standard and is encrypted
with a public-key encryption system.)

certificate database /so'tifikot
,dertabers/ noun a database in which all

the certificates issued and used by a certif-
icate authority are stored

certificate of approval /so tifikat ov
9'prurv(d)l/ noun a document showing
that an item has been approved officially
certificate walker /so'tifikot ,worko/
noun a software program that reads digital
certificates and displays their contents
CGl / si: d3i: 'a1/ noun a standard that de-
fines how a webpage can call programs or
scripts stored on an Internet server to carry
out functions and exchange information
with the program, e.g., to provide a search
function. Full form common gateway
interface. v Perl

CGM / si: dzi: 'em/ noun a device-inde-
pendent file format that provides one
method of storing an image as objects. Full
form computer graphics metafile
chain /tfein/ noun 1. a series of files or
data items linked sequentially 2. a series of
instructions to be executed sequentially ®
verb to link files or data items in series by
storing a pointer to the next file or item at
each entry O More than 1,000 articles or
chapters can be chained together when
printing. p catena

chain code /'t fein koud/ noun a series
of words, each word being derived from
the previous word, usually by being shift-
ed one bit

chained file /,tfeind 'fa1l/ noun a file
in which an entry will contain data and an
address to the next entry that has the same
data content . It allows rapid retrieval of all
identical data records.

chained list /'t feind list/ noun a list in
which each element contains data and an
address to the next element in the list
chained record /t feind 'reko:d/ noun
a data record in a chained file

chaining /'tfeiniy/ noun the execution
of a very large program by executing small
segments of it at a time. This allows pro-
grams larger than memory capacity to be
run.

chaining search /'t feiniy s3:t[/ noun
a search of a file of elements arranged in a
chained list

chain list /'t fen list/ noun a list of data
with each piece of information providing
an address for the next consecutive item in
the list

chain printer /tfemn 'prints/ noun a
printer whose characters are located on a
continuous belt
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change directory /'tfeindz dar
rekt(a)ri/ noun full form of CD, CHDIR
change dump /'t feind3 damp/ noun a
printout of all the locations whose contents
have been changed during a program run
change file /'t[eind3 fail/ noun a file
containing records that are to be used to
update a master file

change over / tfeind3 'auva/ verb to
switch from one computer system to an-
other

changer /'tfeind3o/ noun a device
which changes one thing for another
change record /t feind3 'reko:d/ noun
a record containing new data which is to
be used to update a master record
change tape /tfemnd3 'teip/ noun a
magnetic tape containing recent changes
or transactions to records which is used to
update a master file

channel /'tfzn(e)l/ noun a physical
connection between two points that allows
data to be transmitted, e.g. a link between
a CPU and a peripheral B verb to send sig-
nals or data via a particular path
channel adapter /'t fen(a)] o,depto/
noun an interfacing device allowing dif-
ferent channels to be interconnected
channel bank /'t fn(a)l begk/ nouna
collection of a number of channels, and
circuits to switch between them

channel capacity /'tfzn() ko
,p&siti/ noun the maximum rate for data
transmission over a channel

channel command /'tfezn(o)l ko
;ma:nd/ noun an instruction to a channel
or control unit, providing control informa-
tion such as data selection or routes
channel isolation /tfezn(o)l ,aiso
'lerf(9)n/ noun the separation of channels
measured as the amount of crosstalk be-
tween two channels (NOTE: Low crosstalk
is due to good channel isolation.)
channelling /'t [enalig/ noun a protec-
tive pipe containing cables or wires
channel map /'t fe&n(a)l maep/ noun (in
the Windows MIDI Mapper utility) a list
that shows if a MIDI channel is being redi-
rected to another channel

channel overload /'tfeen(a)]
,ouvaloud/ noun the transmission of data
at a rate greater than the channel capacity
channel queue /'tfen(o)l kjui/ noun
1. a queue of requests to use a channel 2. a
queue of data that has yet to be sent over a
channel

channel synchroniser /'tfan(o)l
sigpkronarza/, channel synchronizer
noun an interface between a central com-
puter and peripherals, providing a channel,
channel command interpretation and sta-
tus signals from the peripherals
channel-to-channel connection
/tfen(@)] to tfen(d)]l ka'nek[(a)n/
noun a direct link between the main I/O
channels of two computers, allowing high
speed data transfer

chapter /'t[epto/ noun a section of a
main program that can be executed in its
own right, without the rest of the main pro-
gram being required

char /t[a:/ noun (in programming) a data
type which defines a variable as containing
data that represents a character using the
ASCII code

character /'karikto/ noun a graphical
symbol which appears as a printed or dis-
played mark such as one of the letters of
the alphabet, a number or a punctuation
mark

character assembly /'kerikto o
,sembli/ noun a method of designing
characters with pixels on a computer
screen

character-based /'kerikto \berst/ ad-
jective referring to a screen design that is
drawn using ASCII characters rather than
graphical windows

character blink /'kerikto bligk/ noun
a character whose intensity is switched on
and off as an indicator

character block /'kerikts blok/ noun
the pattern of dots that will make up a
character on a screen or printer
character byte /'karikts bait/ noun a
byte of data containing the character code
and any error check bits

character check /'karikto tfek/ noun
a check to ensure that a character code pro-
tocol and format are correct

character code /'karikto koud/ noun
a system where each character is repre-
sented by a unique number O The ASCII
code is the most frequently used character
coding system.

character density /'kaerikto ,densiti/
noun the number of characters that can be
stored or displayed per unit area
character display /'karikts di,spler/
noun a device that displays data in alpha-
numeric form

character fill /'kerikto fil/ noun the
writing of one character to every location
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within an area of memory, a process used
for clearing and resetting the memory
character generator /'kerikto
,dzenarerta/ noun a ROM that provides
the display circuits with a pattern of dots
which represent the character block O The
ROM used as a character generator can be
changed to provide different fonts.
character interleaving /kerikto
,nta'lizvig/ noun a form of time division
multiplexing for asynchronous protocols
characteristic / kerikto'ristik/ noun
1. the value of exponent in a floating point
number O The floating point number 1.345
x 10°, has a characteristic of 3. 2. a meas-
urement or property of a component
characteristic overflow
/ keeriktaristik 'auvoflou/ noun an ex-
ponent value of a floating point number
that is greater than the maximum allowa-
ble

character key /'kerikto kiy/ noun
same as alphanumeric key

character machine /'karikto mo
Jitn/ noun a computer in which the
number of bits which make up a word is
variable, and varies according to the type
of data

Character Map /'kerikto meep/ noun
a utility that is provided with Windows to
allow you access the full range of 256
characters that make up every font rather
than the limited range that you can access
from the keyboard

character matrix /'’kerikta ,mertriks/
noun the pattern of dots that makes up a
displayed character

character mode /karikto moud/
noun (of a display adapter) a mode that
can only display the characters defined in
the built-in character set
character-orientated /'kaerikto
orriontertid/ adjective referring to a
computer that addresses character loca-
tions rather than words

character printer /'karikto ,printo/
noun a device, e.g. a daisy wheel printer,
that prints characters one at a time
character recognition /kerikto
rekag'nif(a)n/ noun a system that opti-
cally reads written or printed characters
into a computer, using various algorithms
to ensure that characters are correctly rec-
ognised

character repertoire / karikto reps
'twaz/ noun alist of all the characters that
can be displayed or printed

character representation / kzrikto
reprizen'terf(a)n/ noun the combination
of bits used for each character code
character rounding /'karikto
ravndiy/ noun the process of making a
displayed character more pleasant to look
at, within the limits of pixel size, by mak-
ing sharp corners and edges smooth
character set/'karikto set/ nounalist
of all the characters that can be displayed
or printed

characters per inch / keriktoz psir
'int [/ plural noun the number of printed
characters that fit within the space of one
inch O You can select 10 or 12 cpi with the
green button. Abbr cpi

characters per second /keriktoz
pa 'sekond/ noun the number of charac-
ters that are transmitted or printed per sec-
ond

character string /'kerikto strip/
noun same as alphanumeric string

‘This explains a multitude of the database’s prob-
lems — three-letter months are treated like character
strings instead of as dates.” [Computing]

character stuffing /'kerikto ,stafiy/
noun the addition of blank characters to a
file to increase its length to a preset size
charge /tfa:d3/ noun 1. a quantity of
electricity 2. the number of, excess of or
lack of electrons in a material or compo-
nent M verb to supply a device with an
electric charge

charge-coupled device /t[a:d3
kap(9)ld dr'vais/ noun an electronic de-
vice operated by charge. Abbr CCD
charge-coupled device memory
/tfa:d3 kap(a)ld di'vais/ noun a set of
capacitors used, with MOS transistors, to
store data, allowing serial and random ac-
cess

chart /t[a:t/ noun a diagram showing in-
formation as a series of lines or blocks
chassis /'[&si/ noun a metal frame that
houses the circuit boards together with the
wiring and sockets required in a computer
system or other equipment. ¢ rack

chat /t[2t/ verb to send and receive mes-
sages, in real time, with other users on the
Internet

chat group /'t[et gruip/ noun a group
of people, often with a common interest,
who exchange messages online

chat room /'tft ruim/ noun an area of
a website where visitors can exchange
messages with other visitors in real time.
Special software displays the name of the
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visitor as he or she types in a message to
all the other visitors, allowing them to
‘talk’ to each other.

CHCP /,si: art| si: 'pi:/ noun (in MS-
DOS and OS/2 operating systems) a sys-
tem command that selects which code
page to use

CHDIR /,si: art[ di: ar 'a:/ abbr change
directory. » CD

cheapernet /'t[i:zponet/ noun same as
thin-Ethernet (informal)

check bit /'tfek bit/ noun one bit of a
binary word that is used to provide a parity
check

check box /'tfek boks/ noun a small
box displayed with a cross inside it if the
option has been selected, or empty if the
option is not selected O Select the option
by moving the cursor to the check box and
pressing the mouse button.

check character /tfek 'karikta/ noun
an additional character inserted into trans-
mitted data to serve as an error detection
check, its value being dependent on the
text

check digit/t [ek 'did31t/ noun an addi-
tional digit inserted into transmitted text to
monitor and correct errors
checkerboarding /'tfeka boidig/
noun (on a virtual page) a form of memo-
ry organisation that results in only odd
pages, spread-out pages or segments of
memory being filled, leaving unusable
gaps in between and wasting memory
check indicator /tfek ‘'indrkerto/
noun a hardware or software device that
shows that received text is not correct and
a check has failed

checking program /tfekip
'prougraem/ noun software that finds er-
rors in program or data syntax, format and
coding

check key /'tfek kii/ noun a series of
characters derived from a text used to
check for and correct errors

check mark /'t fek ma:k/ noun an indi-
cator in a check box that shows if the
check box has been selected; often a cross
or tick

check number /tfek 'namba/ noun
same as check digit

check point /'t ek pomt/ noun a point
in a program where data and program sta-
tus can be recorded or displayed

check point dump /tfek pomt
‘damp/ noun a printout of data and pro-
gram status at a check point

check register /t [ek 'red3isto/ nouna
temporary storage for received data before
it is checked against the same data re-
ceived via another path or method

checksum /tfek 'tout(a)l/, check total
noun a program that checks that data re-
trieved from memory is correct, summing
it and comparing the sum with a stored
value O The data must be corrupted if the
checksum is different.

child process, child program noun a
routine or program called by another pro-
gram which remains active while the sec-
ond program runs

child window /tfaild 'windou/ noun a
window within a main window. The small-
er window cannot be moved outside the
boundary of the main window and is
closed when the main window is closed.

chip /tf1p/ noun a device consisting of a
small piece of a crystal of a semiconductor
onto which are etched or manufactured a
number of components such as transistors,
resistors and capacitors, which together
perform a function

chip architecture /tfip 'a:ki,tekt[o/
noun the design and layout of components
on a chip

chip card / tfip 'ka:d/ noun a plastic
card with a memory and microprocessor
device embedded in it, so that it can be
used for electronic funds transfer or iden-
tification of a user

chip count/,tf1p 'kaunt/ noun number
of chips on a PCB or in a device
‘Where the display is provided by an LCD system,
high levels of performance must be achieved with
the lowest cost, smallest chip count and lowest pow-
er consumption.” [Computing)
chip select / t[1p si'lekt/ noun a single
line on a chip that will enable it to function
when a signal is present. Abbr CS (NOTE:
ICs often do not function, even when
power is applied, until a CS signal is pro-
vided.)
chip select line /tfip sr'lekt ,lam/
noun a connection to a chip that will ena-
ble it to function when a signal is present
O The data strobe line is connected to the
latch chip select line.
chip set /,t[1p 'set/ noun a set of chips
that together will carry out a function

CHKDSK /'tfekdisk/ noun (in MS-
DOS) a system command that runs a check
on the status of a disk drive and installed
RAM



circuit breaker

choiceboard /'t [o1sbo:d/ noun a pro-
gram used on the Internet that allows con-
sumers and online companies to commu-
nicate in real time
choke /t [auk/ noun » inductor
Chooser /'tfu:za/ an operating system
utility supplied with the Apple Macintosh
that allows a user to select the type of
printer, network and other peripherals that
are connected
chop /t[op/ » binary search
chord keying /'ko:d ki:1g/ noun the ac-
tion of pressing two or more keys at the
same time to perform a function
COMMENT: As an example, to access a second
window, you may need to press control and
F2; pressing shift and character delete keys at
the same time will delete a line of text.
chroma /'krouma/ noun a measure of
colour hue and saturation. Also called
chrominance
chroma key /'krouma ki:/ noun (in vid-
eo) a special effect in which an object is
photographed against a normally blue
background, which is then replaced with
another image to give the impression that
the object appears against the image. To
give the appearance of flying, e.g., record
avideo sequence of a person against a blue
background, then electronically replace
this blue colour, the chroma key with foot-
age of sky. v colour key
chrominance /'krsuminans/
same as chroma
chrominance signal /'krouminans
,sIgn(d)l/ noun the section of a colour
monitor signal containing colour hue and
saturation information
chunk /tfapk/ noun a basic part of a
RIFF file that consists of an identifier
(chunk ID) and data

CIDR /,si: a1 di: 'a:/ noun a system of or-
ganising IP addresses that is more compact
and efficient than the older system, adding
a slash and a new IP Prefix number that
represents a number of individual address-
es. For example, the old system used an IP
address such as ‘194.124.0.0’ whereas
CIDR  would replace this with
‘194.124.0.0/12’. The IP Prefix number 12
represents 4,096 unique addresses, and the
lower the number the more addresses are
represented.

CIE /;si: a1 'i:/ noun the international
group that defines colour and illumination
standards. Full form Commission Inter-
national de I’Eclairage

noun

CIF /,si: a1 'ef/ abbr common intermedi-
ate format
CIF videophone /si: a1 ef
‘vidioufoun/ noun an ISDN standard for
video image transmission over a telephone
link which displays colour images at a res-
olution of 352x288 pixels. This standard
uses two ISDN B channels.
CIM / si: a1 'em/ noun 1. the coordinated
use of microfilm for computer data storage
and the method of reading the data. Full
form computer input microfilm 2. the
coordinated use of computers in every as-
pect of design and manufacturing. Full
form computer-integrated manufac-
turing
cine-oriented /'sini ,o:rient1d/ adjec-
tive (in a film or video clip) referring to an
image that is oriented parallel to the out-
side edge of the medium
cipher /'saifa/ noun a system that trans-
forms a message into an unreadable form
with a secret key O Always use a secure ci-
pher when sending data over a telephone
line. (NOTE: The message can be read
normally after it has passed through the
cipher a second time to decrypt it.)
cipher key /'saifo kii/ noun a secret se-
quence of characters used with a cipher
system to provide a unique ciphertext
cipher system /'sarfo ;sistom/ noun a
formula used to transform text into a secret
form
ciphertext /'saifotekst/ noun data out-
put from a cipher. Opposite plaintext
CIR /,si: a1 'a:/ noun a CPU register that
stores the instruction that is currently be-
ing executed. Full form current instruc-
tion register
circuit /'sa:kit/ noun a connection be-
tween the electronic components that per-
form a function
circuit analyser /'sa:kit ,@nolaize/
noun a device that measures voltage or
current or impedance or signal in a circuit
circuit board /'s3:kit bo:d/ nounan in-
sulating board used to hold components
which are then connected together electri-
cally to form a circuit
‘The biggest shock was to open up the PC and find
the motherboard smothered in patch wires (usually a
sign that a design fault in the printed circuit board
was rectified at the last minute).” [Computing]
circuit breaker /'ss:kit breiko/ noun
a device which protects equipment by cut-
ting off the electrical supply when condi-
tions are abnormal



circuit capacity

circuit capacity /'sa:kit ko pesiti/
noun the information-carrying capacity of
a particular circuit

circuit card /'sa:kit ka:d/ noun same
as circuit board

circuit design /'sa:kit di,zamn/ noun
the layout of components and interconnec-
tions in a circuit

circuit diagram /'sa:kit ,darogreem/
noun a graphical description of a circuit O
The CAD program will plot the circuit di-
agram rapidly.

circuit switching /'sa:kit switfig/
noun a method of describing a type of
communication system in which a path
from sender to receiver is created when re-
quired rather than using a permanent, fixed
line. The normal telephone system is an
example of a circuit switching network.
circular buffer / ss:kjulo 'bafo/ noun
a computer-based queue that uses two
markers, for top and bottom of the line of
stored items. The markers move as items
are read from or written to the stack.
circular file /'s3:kjulos fail/ noun a data
file that has no visible beginning or end,
each item points to the location of the next
item with the last pointing back to the first
circularity /,sa:kju'leriti/ noun a fault
that makes reasoning illogical, because the
arguments that are supposed to lead to a
conclusion are only valid if the conclusion
itself is true

circular list /'sa:kjulo list/ noun a list
in which each element contains data and
an address to the next element in the list
with the last item pointing back to the first
circular reference  /;saikjulo
'ref(a)rans/ noun (in a spreadsheet) an
error condition that occurs when two equa-
tions in two cells reference each other
circular shift /'sa:kjulo [1ft/ noun the
rotation of bits in a word with the previous
last bit inserted in the first bit position
circulate /'s3:kju,lert/ verb to go round
in a circle, and return to the first point
circulating register /sa:kjulertip
'red31sta/ noun a shift register whose out-
put is fed back into its input to form a
closed loop

circulating storage /ssa:kjulertip
'stoirrdz/ noun a storage device that
maintains stored data as a series of pulses
that move along the length of the medium,
being regenerated and re-input when they
reach the end

CIS /,si: a1 'es/ noun a scanner in which
the detectors, a flat bar of light-sensitive
diodes, touch the original, without any
lens that might distort the image. Full form
contact image sensor

CISC / siz ar es 'sit/ noun a type of CPU
design whose instruction set contains a
number of long, complex instructions that
make program writing easier, but reduce
execution speed. Full form complex in-
struction set computer. Compare RISC
CIT abbr computer-integrated telephony
CIX abbr commercial Internet exchange
cladding /'kleediy/ noun protective ma-
terial surrounding a conducting core O If
the cladding is chipped, the fibre-optic ca-
ble will not function well.

claim frame /'klexm frerm/ noun (in an
FDDI protocol network) a special frame
that is used to determine which station will
initialise the network

clamper /'kleempa/ noun a circuit which
limits the level of a signal from a scanning
head or other input device to a maximum
before this is converted to a digital value.
Clampers are used to cut out noise and
spikes.

clapper /'kleps/ noun the mechanical
part of a dot matrix printer that drives the
printing needles onto the ribbon to print a
character on the paper

class /kla:s/ noun (in programming lan-
guage) a definition of what a particular
software routine will do or what sort of
data a variable can hold

Class 1 /kla:s 'wan/, Class 2 /kla:s
'tur/ noun a set of standards that define
how a to control a fax modem using soft-
ware, using extensions to the Hayes AT
command set used for data modems. Class
2 expects the modem to carry out more
work in managing fax communications.
Class 1 units can often be upgraded
through software.

class interval /kla:s 'intov(s)l/ noun
the range of values that can be contained in
a class

clean /kliin/ adjective containing no er-
rors O I’ll have to start again — I just
erased the only clean copy.

clean copy /kli:n 'kopi/ noun a copy
which is ready for keyboarding and does
not have many changes to it

clean machine /kli:zn ma'[i:n/ noun a
computer that contains only the minimum
of ROM-based code to boot its system



Clipper chip

from disk, any languages required must be
loaded separately

clean page /'kli:n perds/ noun a page
of memory that has not been changed
since it was read

clean room /'kli:n ru:m/ noun an area
where hard disks, wafers and chips are
manufactured. The air inside a clean room
has been filtered to ensure that no dust or
particles are present that could damage a
chip.

clear /klia/ verb 1. to wipe out or erase or
set to zero a computer file or variable or
section of memory O Type CLS to clear the
screen. 2. to release a communications
link when transmissions have finished
clearance /'kliorans/ noun authority to
access a file O You do not have the re-
quired clearance for this processor.
Clearing House Interbank Pay-
ment System /kliorig  haus
,Intobapk 'permonts ,sistom/ noun an
electronic system for international dollar
payments and currency exchanges

clear to send / klis to 'send/ noun full
form of CTS

click /klik/ noun the act of pressing a
mouse button or a key on a keyboard O You
move through text and graphics with a
click of the button. B verb to press and re-
lease a key or a button on a keyboard or the
mouse O Use the mouse to enlarge a frame
by clicking inside its border.

click rate /'klik rert/ noun a figure rep-
resenting the number of times that a partic-
ular site in an Internet advertisement is vis-
ited, and calculated as a percentage of the
number of times that the advertisement is
viewed

clicks-and-mortar / kliks on 'mo:to/
noun referring to businesses that use both
the Internet and physical shops to sell their
products. Compare bricks-and-mortar
clickstream /'klikstri:m/ noun a record
of how often and for what purpose a user
clicks on something with the mouse while
navigating the Internet

‘...the only way of achieving it would be to monitor
the clickstreams of every single UK user of the net.’
[The Guardian]

click through /'klik 6ru:/ noun the act
of clicking on a banner advertisement and
jumping to the advertiser’s website

click through rate /'klik 6ru: rert/
noun full form of CTR

client /'klaront/ noun (in a network) a
workstation or PC or terminal connected

to a network that can send instructions to a
server and display results

client application /klaront ,e&pl
'kerf(a)n/ noun an application that can ac-
cept linked or embedded objects from a
server application or an application that is
used in a client-server system

client area /'klaront ,earid/ noun (in a
GUI) an area inside a window that can be
used to display graphics or text
client-server architecture /klaront
,831va 'arkitekt [o/ noun a distribution of
processing power in which a central server
computer carries out the main tasks in re-
sponse to instructions from terminals or
workstations, the results being sent back
across the network to be displayed on the
terminal that sent the instruction. The cli-
ent, i.e. the terminal or workstation, does
not need to be able to directly access the
data stored on the server. nor does it need
to carry out a lot of processing.
client-server network /klaront
's31va ,netwsik/ noun a method of organ-
ising a network in which one central dedi-
cated computer, the server, looks after
tasks such as security, user accounts, print-
ing and file sharing, while clients, the ter-
minals or workstations connected to the
server, run standard applications
client-side /'klaront sard/ adjective re-
ferring to data or a program that runs on
the client’s computer rather than on the
server, e.g. a JavaScript program runs on
the user’s web browser and is a client side
application

clip /klip/ verb to select an area of an im-
age that is smaller than the original
clip-art /klip a:t/ noun a set of pre-
drawn images or drawings that a user can
incorporate into a presentation or graphic
O We have used some clip-art to enhance
our presentation.

clipboard /'klip,bo:d/ noun a tempo-
rary storage area for data O Copy the text
to the clipboard, then paste it back into a
new document.

Clipper chip /'klips t[1p/ noun an elec-
tronic component, e.g. an integrated cir-
cuit, or chip, that was designed in accord-
ance with the instructions of the US Gov-
ernment to provide a data encryption
feature for computers, Internet traffic, tel-
ephones, and television programmes. In
the original scheme the US Government
held the master key to the chip and so
could decrypt and read any encrypted mes-



clock

sages. This angered many groups con-
cerned with freedom of speech and the US
Government has since redesigned the orig-
inal scheme and suggested an alternative.
clock /klok/ noun a circuit that generates
pulses used to synchronise equipment B
verb to synchronise signals or circuits with
a clock pulse
clock cycle /klok 'saik(a)l/ noun the
period of time between two consecutive
clock pulses
clock doubler /'’klok ,dab(o)la/ noun a
component that doubles the speed of the
main system clock O The new CPU from
Intel has an optional clock doubler that
will double performance.
clocked signals /klokd 'sign(o)lz/
plural noun signals that are synchronised
with a clock pulse
clock frequency /kiok ‘fritkwonsi/
noun the frequency of the main clock that
synchronises a computer system O The
main clock frequency is 10MHz.
clock pulse /'klok pals/ noun a regular
pulse used for timing or synchronising
purposes
clock rate /'’klok rert/ noun the number
of pulses that a clock generates every sec-
ond
clock speed /'klok spi:d/ noun same as
clock rate
clock track /'klok traek/ noun a line of
marks on a disk or tape, which provides
data about the read head location
clone /kloun/ noun a computer or circuit
that behaves in the same way as the origi-
nal it was copied from O They have copied
our new personal computer and brought
out a cheaper clone.
‘On the desktop, the IBM/Motorola/Apple triumvi-
rate is planning to energise a worldwide clone indus-
try based on the PowerPC chip.” [Computing]
close /klouz/ verbto shut down access to
a file or disk drive
CLOSE /klouz/ noun (in a programming
language) a command that means the pro-
gram has finished accessing a particular
file or device
closed bus system /klouvzd 'bas
,sIstom/ noun a computer with no expan-
sion bus, which makes it very difficult for
a user to upgrade
closed captioning / klauzd
'keepfonin/ noun a system that transfers
text information with a video signal, so
that the text data can be decoded and dis-

played at the bottom of the television
screen

closed loop /klouzd 'lu:p/ noun a
computer control operation in which data
is fed back from the output of the control-
led device to the controlling loop

closed routine /klouzd ru:'tiin/ noun
one section of code at a location, that is
used by all calls to the routine

closed subroutine /klouvzd 'sabru:
.timn/ noun same as closed routine
closed user group /klovzd juizo
‘gruzp/ noun full form of CUG

close file /'klous fail/ nounto execute a
computer instruction to shut down access
to a stored file

close menu option /klouz 'menju:
,DpJ(9)n/ noun a menu option, normally
under the File menu, that will shut the doc-
ument that is currently open, but will not
exit the application. If you have not saved
the document, the application will warn
you before it closes the document and give
you the chance to save any changes.

cloud /klaud/ noun a part of a computer
network, which data passes through, that is
either unknown or behaves unpredictably
CLS /si: el 'es/ noun (in MS-DOS) a sys-
tem command to clear the screen, leaving
the system prompt and cursor at the top,
left-hand corner of the screen

cluster /'klasts/ noun 1. one or more
sectors on a hard disk that are used to store
a file or part of a file 2. a number of termi-
nals, stations, devices or memory loca-
tions, grouped together in one place and
controlled by a cluster controller

cluster controller /'klasto kon
.traula/ noun a central computer that con-
trols communications to a cluster of devic-
es or memory locations

clustering /'klastariy/ noun a series of
elements, occurring in a sequential line
within a hash table

‘...these include IBM networking and clustering
hardware and software’ [Personal Computer World)]

CLUT /si: el ju: 'tiz/ noun a table of
numbers used in Windows and graphics
programs to store the range of colours
used in an image. Full form colour look-
up table. i) palette

CLV /si: el 'vii/ noun a disk technology
in which the disk spins at different speeds
according to the track that is being ac-
cessed. Full form constant linear veloc-
ity



coincidence function

CM /;si: 'em/ noun an area of memory
whose locations can be directly and imme-
diately addressed by the CPU. Full form
central memory
CMI abbr computer-managed instruction
CMIP /,si: em a1 'piz/ noun a protocol of -
ficially adopted by the ISO that is used to
carry network management information
across a network. Full form common
management information protocol
CMIP over TCP, CMIS over TCP full
form of CMOT
CMIS /;si: em a1 'es/ noun a powerful
network management system. Full form
common management information
specification
CML abbr computer-managed learning
CMOS /,si: em au 'pii/ noun an integrat-
ed circuit design and construction method
that uses a pair of complementary p- and
n-type transistors. Full form complemen-
tary metal oxide semiconductor
‘Similarly, customers who do not rush to acquire
CMOS companion processors for their mainframes
will be rewarded with lower prices when they finally
do migrate.” [Computergram]
COMMENT: The CMOS package uses very low
power but is relatively slow and sensitive to
static electricity as compared to TTL integrat-
ed circuits. Its main use is in portable comput-
ers where battery power is being used.
CMOT /,siz em ou 'tiz/ noun the use of
CMIP and CMIS network management
protocols to manage gateways in a TCP/IP
network. Full form CMIP over TCP,
CMIS over TCP
CMYK /,si: em war 'kel/ noun (in graph-
ics or DTP) a method of describing a col-
our by its four component colours. Full
form cyan-magenta-yellow-black
CNC /,si: en 'sit/ noun automatic opera-
tion of a machine by computer. Full form
computer numeric control. © numeri-
cal control
coalesce / koua'les/ verb to merge two
or more files
co-axial cable /kouks/, coax noun a
cable made up of a central core, surround-
ed by an insulating layer then a second
shielding conductor. Compare twisted-
pair cable (NOTE: Co-axial cable is used
for high frequency, low loss applications
including thin Ethernet network cabling
and Arcnet network cabling.)
COBOL /'koubpl/ noun a programming
language mainly used in business applica-
tions. Full form common ordinary busi-
ness-oriented language

cobweb site /'’knbweb sait/ noun a
website that has not been updated for a
long time

code /koud/ noun a sequence of compu-
ter instructions M verb to write a program
in a programming language

code area /koud 'earia/ noun a section
of main memory in which program in-
structions are stored

code bit /'koud bit/ noun the smallest
signalling element used by the physical
layer of an OSI model network for trans-
mission

CODEC /'koudek/ noun a device which
encodes a signal being sent or decodes a
signal received. Full form coder/decoder
code conversion /koud kon'vs:f(a)n/
noun rules used to change characters cod-
ed in one form to another

code element /koud 'elrmont/ noun a
voltage or signal used to represent binary
digits

code group /'kaud gru:p/ noun a spe-
cial sequence of five code bits that repre-
sent an FDDI symbol

code line /'’koud lamn/ noun one written
or displayed computer program instruc-
tion

code page /'koud perds/ noun (in MS-
DOS) a table that defines the characters
that are produced from each key O In order
to enter Swedish characters from an Eng-
lish keyboard, you have to change the sys-
tem code page.

coder /'kouda/ noun a device which en-
codes a signal

coder/decoder /koudo di:'koudo/
noun full form of CODEC

code segment /kaud 'segmoant/ noun
(in an IBM-compatible PC) an area of
memory assigned to hold the instructions
that form a program

coding /'koudiy/ noun the act of putting
a code on something

coding form /'kodiy form/ noun same
as coding sheet

coding sheet /'kodiy [i:t/ noun a spe-
cial printed sheet used by programmers to
write instructions for coding a certain type
of program

coincidence circuit /'elimant/, coin-
cidence element noun same as coinci-
dence gate

coincidence function /kav
'insid(o)ns ,fapk[on/ noun same as AND
function



coincidence gate

coincidence gate /kou'mnsid(o)ns
geit/, coincidence circuit, coincidence
element noun a gate that produces a logi-
cal output depending on various input co-
incidences. An AND gate requires the co-
incidence in time of all logically true in-
puts. > AND

coincidence operation  /kou
'insid(e)ns ,pparerf(a)n/ noun same as
AND operation

COL abbr computer-oriented language
cold boot / kould 'bu:t/ noun the act of
switching on a computer, or the act of re-
starting a computer by switching it off and
then on again. Compare warm boot
cold fault /'kould fo:lt/ noun a compu-
ter fault or error that occurs as soon as it is
switched on

cold standby /kould 'staendbar/ noun
a backup system that will allow the equip-
ment to continue running but with the loss
of any volatile data. Compare hot stand-
by, warm standby

cold start /kould 'sta:t/ noun the act of
switching on a computer or to run a pro-
gram from its original start point
collating sequence /ka'lertin
,sitkwons/ noun a sequence of characters
ordered according to their codes
collator /ka'lerts/ noun 1. a piece of
software that collates data 2. a device that
collates punched cards

collect /ka'lekt/ verb to receive or cap-
ture data

collect transfer /kolekt trens'fs:y/
verb to load a register with bits from a
number of different locations

collision /ka'l13(a)n/ noun an event that
occurs when two electrical signals meet
and interfere with each other over a net-
work, normally causing an error
collision detection /ko'li3(o)n dr
tek[(a)n/ noun the detecting and report-
ing of the coincidence of two actions or
events

co-location /kou lau'ker[(a)n/ noun an
arrangement whereby a computer used as
an Internet server is located at a specialist
site that is designed to support and main-
tain servers on behalf of their customers

COMMENT: If you want to set up a website, you
might start by renting web space from your
ISP or web hosting provider. If your website
grows in popularity or requires complex or se-
cure e-commerce facilities, you might find it
effective to rent or purchase a server compu-
ter dedicated to serving your website — you
could locate this server computer anywhere,

for example, in your office, but you would
need to install a high-speed link to the Internet
and maintain the computer and its software. A
more cost-effective solution is co-location:
moving the server to a specialist site, often
provided by an ISP, who takes on the job of
supporting the high-speed link and the com-
puter.
colour balance /'kalo balons/ noun
the adjustment of the red, green and blue
primary colours to produce a pure white
colour. When a colour monitor is config-
ured, a colour sensor is placed on the
screen and the red, green and blue electron
gun settings are adjusted to produce a pure
white colour.

colour bits /'kalo bits/ plural noun the
number of data bits assigned to a pixel to
describe its colour. One bit provides two
colours, two bits give four colours and
eight bits allow 256 colour combinations.

colour cell /'kals sel/ noun the smallest
area on a CRT screen that can display col-
our information

colour cycling /'kalo satklig/ noun a
process that changes the colours in a pal-
ette over a period of time, normally used to
create a special effect or animation

colour depth /'kals depb/ noun the
number of different colours that can be
displayed by any single pixel in a display,
which is determined by the number of col-
our bits in each pixel

colour display / kals di'splet/ noun a
display device able to represent characters
or graphics in colour

colour key /'kals kii/ noun an image
manipulation technique used to superim-
pose one image on another. It is often used
with two video sources to create special ef-
fects. One image is photographed against a
coloured background, the matte, when
then has another image superimposed on it
to produce a combined picture. » chroma
key

colour look-up table /kalo 'luk Ap
tetb(d)l/ noun full form of CLUT
colour monitor / kalo 'monito/ nouna
screen that has a demodulator that shows
information in colour O The colour moni-
tor is great for games.

colour palette / kalo 'plat/ noun the
selection of colours that are currently be-
ing used in an image

colour printer / kalo 'printo/ noun a
printer that can produce hard copy in col-
our



combo box

colour saturation /kalo  satfo
're1f(e)n/ noun the purity of a colour sig-
nal

colour separation /kalo sepo
're1f(9)n/ noun the process of separating a
colour image into its constituent colours in
order to produce printing plates for colour
printing. Full colour printing needs four-
colour separation to produce four printing
plates for the cyan, magenta, yellow and
black inks that together create a colour im-
age.

colour standard /'kalo stendod/
noun one of three international standards,
NTSC, PAL and SECAM, used to describe
how colour TV and video images are dis-
played and transmitted

colour temperature /'kalo
temprit [/ noun the hue or shade of the
colour white seen if pure carbon is heated
to a particular temperature measured in
Kelvin. The standard for many TV and
video systems is a colour temperature of
6500K, known as Illuminant D65.
colour tool /'kals tu:l/ noun a utility or
icon in a graphics or DTP application that
allows the user to create custom colours by
specifying the CMYK or RGB values and
then draw or fill an area with this colour
column /'kolom/ noun a series of char-
acters, numbers or lines of text printed one
under the other O to add up a column of
figures

columnar graph /ko,lamno ‘gra:f/
noun a graph on which values are shown
as vertical or horizontal bars

columnar working  /ks lamns
'waikin/ noun a method of working that
shows information in columns

column balance /'kplom  balons/
noun (in a word-processor or DTP sys-
tem) a method of making sure that the
ends of two columns of text are level
column guide /'kolom gard/ noun (in
a DTP application) a vertical line that in-
dicates the position and width of a column
column indicator /'kplom ,indikeita/
noun (in word-processing software) the
status bar at the bottom of the screen that
displays in which column the cursor is po-
sitioned

column parity / kolom 'periti/ noun a
parity check on every punched card or tape
column

column report /'kolom r1,po:t/ noun a
method of viewing data in columns, in

which each column is one field of a record
and each row a separate record

com /kom/ suffix a suffix that means that
the Internet domain name is a company,
usually one based in the USA O www.am-
azon.com is the website address of the US
version of the Amazon Internet bookshop.
COM /,si: ou 'em/ noun 1. a standard de-
fined by Microsoft to standardise the way
an application can access an object. Full
form component object model (NOTE:
This is a rival standard to CORBA.) 2. the
process of recording the output from a
computer directly onto microfilm. Full
form computer output on microfilm
COM1 / kom 'wan/ noun a name used in
PCs to represent the first serial port on the
computer. There are normally two serial
ports, COM1 and COM2, in a PC, al-
though it can support four. Some PCs have
a mouse plugged into the first serial port
and the modem plugged into the second
port. i AUX. Also called COM port, COM
device

COMAL /'koubeel/ noun a structured
programming language similar to BASIC.
Full form common algorithmic lan-
guage

comb filter /koum 'filts/ noun an elec-
tronic device used to separate the luma, Y,
and chroma, C, signals from a composite
video signal. i S-Video, Y/C
combinational circuit
/,kombinerfon(a)l 's3:kit/ noun an elec-
tronic circuit consisting of a number of
connected components

combinational logic
/,kombine1fon(a)l 'lnd31k/ noun a logic
function made up from a number of sepa-
rate logic gates

combined head /kom'baind hed/
noun a transducer that can read or write
data from the surface of a magnetic storage
medium such as a floppy disk
combined station /kom,baind
'sterf(a)n/ noun a high-level data link
control station that processes commands
and responses

combined symbol matching /kom
baind 'stmbal ;meet [1/ noun full form
of CSM

combi player /'’kombi ,plers/ noun a
hardware drive that can read two or more
different CD-ROM formats

combo box /'’kombou boks/ noun a
box that displays a number of different in-
put and output objects
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COM device

COM device /'kom dr,vais/ noun same
as COM1

COM file /'’kom fail/ noun (in operating
systems for the PC) a file with the three-
letter extension .com to its name that indi-
cates that the file contains a machine code
in binary format and so can be executed by
the operating system.

comic-strip oriented / kpmik strip
‘orrientid/ adjective referring to a film
image that is oriented at right angles to the
outer edge of the film. Compare cine-ori-
ented

Comité Consultatif Internationale
de Télégraphie et Téléphonie noun
full form of CCITT

comma/'’koma/ nouna symbol (,) that is
often used to separate data or variables or
arguments

comma-delimited file /komo di:
JImmrtd 'farl/ noun data file in which each
data item is separated by a comma O All
databases can import and export to a com-
ma-delimited file format.

command /ko'ma:ind/ noun 1. an elec-
trical pulse or signal that will start or stop
a process 2. a word or phrase which is rec-
ognised by a computer system and starts or
terminates an action O interrupt command

command chain /ko'ma:nd tfem/
noun list of commands (in a file) executed
sequentially by a batch mode system

command code /ko'ma:nd koud/
noun a binary code that starts or stops an
instruction or action in a CPU

COMMAND.COM /ko'ma:nd kom/
noun (in MS-DOS) a program file that
contains the command interpreter for the
operating system. This program is always
resident in memory and recognises and
translates system commands into actions.
O MS-DOS will not work because you de-
leted the COMMAND.COM file by mis-
take.

command console processor /ko
‘'ma:nd konsoul prousesa/ noun full
form of CCP

command control language /ko
;ma:nd kon'troul (lepgwidz/ noun a
programming language that allows equip-
ment to be easily controlled
command-driven program /ko
;ma:nd ,drv(e)n 'prougrem/ noun a
program which requires the user to enter
instructions at every stage

command file /ka'ma:nd fail/ noun a
sequence of frequently used commands
stored in a file

command file processor /ka'ma:nd
fail \prousesa/ noun a device that exe-
cutes a user’s command file, allowing the
user to create a customised simple operat-
ing environment or to carry out a series of
frequently used commands

command interface /ko'maind
1ntafers/ noun the cue and prompts used
by a program to inform and accept from
user-required inputs. This can be user-
friendly, like a WIMP environment, or not
so friendly, like a question mark.
command interpreter /ko'ma:nd
,£31pr1ta/ noun a program within an oper-
ating system that recognises a set of sys-
tem commands and controls the processor,
screen and storage devices accordingly O
When you type in the command ‘DIR’, the
command interpreter asks the disk drive
for a list of files and instructs the monitor
to display the list.

command key /ko'ma:ind kii/ noun
(on an Apple Macintosh) a special key
that gives access to various special func-
tions, similar in effect to the Control key
on an IBM PC

command language /ko'ma:ind
Jleengwids/ noun a programming lan-
guage made up of procedures for various
tasks, that can be called up by a series of
commands

command line /ko'ma:nd lamn/ noun
1. a program line that contains a command
instruction 2. a command prompt and sys-
tem command

“This gives Unix a friendly face instead of the terri-
fyingly complex command-line prompts that make
most users reach for their manuals.” [Computing]

command line argument /ko,ma:nd
lain 'a:gjumont/ noun additional items
entered following a command O Use the
command ‘DIR’ to view the files on disk,
add the command line argument ‘A:’ to
view the files on drive A:.

command line interface /ko,ma:nd
lain 'mtafers/ noun a user interface in
which the user controls the operating sys-
tem or program by typing in commands;
e.g., DOS is a command line interface
command line operating system
/ko,ma:nd lamn 'oparertiy ,sistom/ noun
a computer system software that is con-
trolled by a user typing in commands, as in
MS-DOS, rather than allowing a user to
control the system through images
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command message /ko'ma:nd
.mesid3/ noun (in MCI) a character or
symbol that represents an MCI command
command mode /ko'maind moud/
noun the operating mode of a modem in
which the user or communications soft-
ware can send instructions to the modem
that it will then try and execute. The stand-
ard method of switching a modem to com-
mand mode is to type or send it the three
characters ‘+++’. The modem will reply
with an ‘OK’ message and is ready to exe-
cute configuration or other commands.
command prompt  /ko'ma:nd
prompt/ noun a symbol displayed by the
operating system to indicate that a com-
mand is expected

command register /ko'ma:nd
red3ista/ noun a register that stores the
instruction that is to be carried out or that
is being processed

command state /ko'ma:nd stert/
noun the state of a modem in which it is
ready to accept commands

command string /ko'ma:nd stri/
noun (in MCI) a character string that con-
tains all the information to carry out an
MCI command. The string ends with a null
character and is split by MCI into the com-
mand message and data structure.
command  window  /ko'maind
,windou/ noun an area of the screen that
always displays the range of commands
available O The command window is a sin-
gle line at the bottom of the screen.
command window history /ko
;ma:nd ,windau 'hist(a)ri/ noun a list of
previous commands entered in the com-
mand window O The user can define the
size of the command window.

comment /'koment/ noun a helpful
note in a program to guide the user O The
lack of comments is annoying.

comment field /'’koment fi:ld/ noun a
section of a command line in an assembly
language program that is not executed, but
provides notes and comments

comment out /'koment aut/ noun a
method of temporarily disabling a com-
mand by enclosing it in a comment field
commerce /'knms3:s/ » e-commerce
commerce server /'’koma3:s ,s3:vo/
noun web software that supports the main
functions of an online shop including man-
aging the shopping cart and dealing with
the credit card payment processing

commercial Internet exchange /ko
.m3:J(d)] 'Intonet 1ks,tfeind3/ noun a
connection point for commercial Internet
service providers

Commission International de
I’Eclairage full form of CIE

common algorithmic language
/ komon &lgoridmik 'lengwidz/ noun
full form of COMAL

common business orientated lan-
guage /komon ,biznis orriontertid
'leepgwidz/ noun a programming lan-
guage mainly used in business applica-
tions. Abbr COBOL

common carrier /komon ‘'kario/
noun a private company that supplies data
and voice communications services for a
fee to anybody

common channel signalling
/,koman 'tfan(a)l ,sign(a)liy/ noun the
use of one channel as a communications
link to a number of devices or circuits
common gateway interface
/ koman 'gertwer ,itofers/ noun full
form of CGl

common hardware / koman
'hardwes/ noun hardware items that can
be used for a variety of tasks

common intermediate format
/,komon ,mtomi:disat 'formaet/ noun a
standard for video images that displays an
image 352 pixels wide and 288 pixels
high. Abbr CIF

common language  /komon
'leengwid3z/ noun a set of data or program
instructions in a standardised form that can
be understood by other processors or com-
pilers/interpreters

common management informa-
tion protocol / komon ,manidzmont
JInfa'meif(a)n ,prouvtokol/ noun full
form of CMIP

common management informa-
tion specification / kopman
;manrd3zmont ,infa'merf(a)n
spesifikeif(o)n/ full form of CMIS
common object request broker ar-
chitecture / komon ab,dzekt r1,kwest
Jbrouks 'akitekt o/ noun a standard de-
fined by the Object Management Group to
standardise the way an application can ac-
cess an object. Abbr CORBA. Compare
COM

common ordinary business-ori-
ented language / komon ,5:d(o)n(a)ri
biznis ,orriontid 'lengwidz/ noun full
form of COBOL
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common real-time applications
language /komon 1ol taim ,apl
'ke1f(o)nz ,lengwidz/ noun full form of
CORAL

common software / kpmon
'softwea/ noun useful routines that can be
used by any program

common storage area /komon
'stoirrd3 ,eario/ noun a memory or stor-
age area used by more than one program O
The file server memory is mainly common
storage area, with a section reserved for
the operating system.

communicating applications
specification /ka,mju:nikertin
.&plikerf(a)n spa'sifik/ noun full form
of CAS

communicating word processor
/ka,mjuinikertin 'w3aid ,prousesa/ noun
a word processor workstation which is
able to transmit and receive data
communications buffer /ko,mju:ni
'ke1f(a)nz ,bafa/ noun a terminal or mo-
dem that is able to store transmitted data
communications channel /ko
.mjuini'kerf(o)nz tfen(o)l/ noun a
physical link over which data can be trans-
mitted

communications computer /ko
;mjuinr'kerf(o)nz kom,pjuits/ noun a
computer used to control data transmis-
sion in a network

communications control unit /ko
.mjuinikerf(a)nz  kon'trouvl jurnit/
noun an electronic device that controls
data transmission and routes in a network
communications executive /ko
.mjuini'keif(o)nz 1g,zekjutiv/ noun the
main set of programs that ensure that pro-
tocol, format and device and line handlers
are correct for the type of device or line in
use

communications interface adapt-
er /komjuinikerf(o)nz 'mtofers o
,d&epta/ noun an electronic circuit that al-
lows a computer to communicate with a
modem

communications link /ko,mju:nr
'kerf(a)nz ligk/ noun the physical path
that joins a transmitter to a receiver
communications link control /ko
;mjuinike1f(o)nz ligk kon'troul/ noun a
processor that provides various handshak-
ing and error detection functions for a
number of links between devices
communications  network /ko
.mjuinr'kerf(o)nz netwsa:k/ noun a

group of devices such as terminals and
printers that are interconnected with a cen-
tral computer, allowing the rapid and sim-
ple transfer of data

communications network proces-
sor /komjuinikerf(o)nz netwsik
'prousesa/ noun a processor that provides
various types of interfacing and manage-
ment, e.g. buffering or code conversion,
between a computer and communications
link control

communications package /ko
mjuint'kerf(o)nz ,pakid3z/ noun a
package of software that allows a user to
control a modem and use an online service
communications port /komjuint
'kerf(9)nz po:t/ noun a socket or physical
connection allowing a device to communi-
cate

communications protocol /ko
mjuint'kerf(o)nz ,proutoukol/ noun
the parameters that define how the transfer
of information will be controlled O The
communications protocol for most dial-up
online services is eight-bit words, no stop
bit and even parity.

communications scanner /ko
mjuint'kerf(o)nz ,skena/ noun a piece
of line-monitoring equipment that checks
for data request signals
communications server /ko,mju:nt
'kerf(9)nz ,s3:va/ noun a computer with
a modem or fax card attached that allows
users on a network to share the use of the
modem

communications software /ko
mjuint'keif(a)nz softwea/ noun soft-
ware that allows a user to control a modem
and use an online service

community /ko'mjuiniti/ noun same
as virtual community

comp /komp/ noun a type of newsgroup
that provides discussion about computers
and computer programming

compact code /'’kompekt kaud/ noun
the minimum number of program instruc-
tions required for a task

compact disc / kompakt 'disk/ noun
a small plastic disc that contains audio sig-
nals in digital form etched onto the sur-
face. Abbr CD

compact disc-digital audio
/ kompaekt disk ,didzit(e)l 'ordiou/
noun a standard that defines how music
can be stored in digital form, i.e. as a series
of numbers, on a compact disc. Abbr CD-
DA. Also called CD-audio
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compact disc erasable / kompekt
,disk 1'rerzab(a)l/ noun a format that al-
lows data to be saved to and erased from a
compact disc. Abbr CD-E

compact disc-interactive
/ kompeekt disk ,intor'ektiv/ noun full
form of CD-I

compact disc player /kompakt
'disk ,plera/ noun a machine that reads
the digital data from a CD and converts it
back to its original form

compact disc ROM / kompakt ,disk
'rom/ noun same as CD-ROM O The com-
pact disc ROM can store as much data as
a dozen hard disks.

compact disc write once
/ kompekt disk rart 'wans/ noun CD-
ROM disc and drive technology that al-
lows a user to write data to the disc once
only. Full form CD-WO

compact Flash /kom,pekt ‘'flef/
noun a tiny memory expansion device that
uses Flash-ROM to store up to 512Mb of
data, often used in MP3 music players and
digital cameras. Abbr CF

compacting algorithm / kompaktiy
'eelga, r1id(a)m/ noun a formula for reduc-
ing the amount of space required by text
compact model /'kompzakt ,mod(o)l/
noun a memory model in the Intel 80x86
family of CPUs that allows only 64Kb of
space for the code of a program, but 1Mb
of space for the program’s data
companding /kom'pandiy/ noun two
processes which reduce or compact data
before transmission or storage then restore
packed data to its original form. Full form
compressing and expanding
COMPAQ /'’kompak/ a US personal
computer company, founded in 1983, that
was the first manufacturer to produce a
clone to the IBM PC

comparator /kom'parata/ noun a log-
ical device whose output is true if there is
a difference between two inputs

compatibility /kom, patr'biliti/ noun
the ability of two hardware or software de-
vices to function together (NOTE: Compat-
ibility of hardware and software, which
means that those of one manufacturer or
organisation conform to the standards of
another, allows programs and hardware
to be interchanged without modification.)

“The manufacturer claims that this card does not re-
quire special drivers on the host machine... and
therefore has fewer compatibility problems.” [Com-
puting]

compatibility box /kom pets'biliti
boks/ noun caret mark, caret sign a
window or session in an operating system
that can execute programs written for a
different, but related, operating system O
0S/2 has a compatibility box to allow it to
run DOS applications.

compatible /kom'patib(o)l/ adjective
used to describe two hardware or software
devices that function correctly together m
noun a hardware or software device that
functions correctly with other equipment
O Buy an IBM PC or a compatible.
‘...this was the only piece of software I found that
wouldn’t work, but it does show that there is no such
thing as a totally compatible PC clone’
[Personal Computer World]
compilation /kompi'lerf(a)n/ noun
the translation of an encoded source pro-
gram into machine readable code
“This utility divides the compilation of software into
pieces and performs the compile in parallel across
available machines on the network.” [Computer-
gram]
compilation error /kompr'leif(a)n
,erd/ noun an error occurring during pro-
gram compilation time
compilation time /kompr'leif(o)n
tarm/ noun the length of time it takes for
a computer to compile a program
compile /kom'pail/ verb to convert a
high-level language program into a ma-
chine code program that can be executed
by itself
compile and go /kom,pail on 'gou/
noun a computer program not requiring
operator interaction that will load, compile
and execute a high-level language pro-
gram
compile phase /kom'pail feiz/ noun
the time during a program run, when the
instructions are compiled
compiler, compiler program noun a
piece of software that converts an encoded
program into a machine code program O
The new compiler has an in-built editor.
Compare interpreter
compiler diagnostics /kom pailo
,darag'nostiks/ plural noun a function in
a compiler that helps a programmer find
faults in the program code O Thorough
compiler diagnostics make debugging
easy.
compiler language /kom'pailo
Jlengwidz/ noun a high-level language
such as C or pascal that will convert a
source program that follows the language
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syntax into a machine code version, then
run it

complement /'’kompliment/ noun 1.
an inversion of a binary digit O The com-
plement is found by changing the Is to Os
and Os to Is. 2. the result after subtracting
a number from one less than the radix ®
verb to invert a binary digit
complementary metal oxide semi-
conductor / kompliment(a)ri ,met(a)1
,bksard 'semikon,dakta/ noun full form
of CMOS

complementary operation
/. kompliment(o)ri ,ppa're1f(a)n/ nouna
logical operation that results in the logical
NOT of a function

complementation / kompliman
'terf(9)n/ noun a number system used to
represent positive and negative numbers
complemented /'’komplimontid/ ad-
jective referring to a binary digit that has
had a complement performed

complete operation /kom,pli:t ,pps
're1f(9)n/ noun an operation that retrieves
the necessary operands from memory, per-
forms the operation and returns the results
and operands to memory, then reads the
next instruction to be processed
completion /kom'pli:f(a)n/ noun the
point at which something is complete O
Completion date for the new software
package is November 15th.

complex instruction set computer
/ kompleks 1n;strakfon ,set kom
'pjuita/ noun full form of CISC
complexity measure /kom'pleksiti
,me39/ noun a measure of the system re-
sources used in an operation or job
compliant /kom'plaront/ adjective that
conforms to a particular set of standards O
If you want to read PhotoCD compact
discs in your computer you must be sure
that the CD-ROM drive is PhotoCD or
CD-ROM XA compliant.

component density /kom,pounont
'densrti/ noun number of electronic com-
ponents per unit area on a PCB O Compo-
nent density increases with production ex-
pertise.

component error /kom'paunant ,era/
noun error introduced by a malfunctioning
device or component rather than by incor-
rect programming

Component Object Model /kom
,pavnont 'pbdzekt mod(e)l/ noun full
form of COM

component video /kom'paunont
vidiou/ noun a method of transmitting
video information, used in professional
video systems, that has separate signals for
the luminance and two chrominance chan-
nels to avoid interference

COM port /'’kpm po:it/ noun same as
COM1

composite circuit  / kompozit
's31kit/ noun an electronic circuit made
up of a number of smaller circuits and
components

composite display /kompozit dr
'spler/ noun a video display unit that ac-
cepts a single composite video signal and
can display an infinite number of colours
or shades of grey

composite monitor /kompozit
'monita/ noun a colour monitor that re-
ceives one video signal from a graphics
display adapter, which must then be elec-
tronically separated inside the monitor
into the red, green and blue colour signals
composite video /, kompozit 'vidiou/
noun a video signal that combines the col-
our signals and the monochrome signal
into one single signal O Most TV set and
video players expect a composite video
feed.

compound device /kopmpaund dr
'vais/ noun a Windows MCI multimedia
device that requires a data file
compound document /'’kompaund
.dpkjumoant/ noun a document that con-
tains information created by several other
applications

compound file /'’knmpaund fail/ noun
a number of individual files grouped to-
gether in one file

compound logical element
/ kompaund ,Iod3zik(a)l 'elimant/ noun
a logical circuit or function that produces
an output from a number of inputs
compound statement /kompaund
'stertmont/ noun a number of program
instructions in one line of program O The
debugger cannot handle compound state-
ments.

compressed video /komprest
'vidiou/ noun video signals that have been
compressed to reduce the data rate re-
quired to transmit the information. Where-
as a normal television picture is transmit-
ted at around 5090Mbits/second, a com-
pressed video signal can be transmitted at
around one tenth of the data rate.
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compression /kom'pref(a)n/ noun the
process of reducing the size of a file by en-
coding the data in a more efficient form.
For example, if the file contains five letter
’A’s in line, which take up five bytes of
space, the compression software could en-
code this to 5A which takes two byes of
space.

compression ratio /kom'pref(o)n
reifiou/ noun a ratio of the size of an
original, uncompressed file to the final,
compressed file that has been more effi-
ciently encoded

CompuServe /'’kompju:s3:v/ an on-
line service provider and information serv-
ice

computer /kom'pjuite/ noun a ma-
chine that receives or stores or processes
data very quickly using a program kept in
its memory

computer-aided /kom,pju:to 'erdrd/
adjective that uses a computer to make the
work easier. Also called computer-as-
sisted

computer-aided design /kom
pjustor erdid di'zain/ noun full form of
CAD

computer-aided engineering /kom
pjurtor ,erdid ,end3zi'nrariy/ noun full
form of CAE

computer-aided instruction /kom
Jpjuitor exdid m'strakfon/ noun full
form of CAl

computer-aided learning /kom
,pjuitar erdid '13:nig/ noun full form of
CAL

computer-aided manufacture /kom
pjuitor eidid menju'fektfs/ noun
full form of CAM

computer-aided testing /kom
pjustor eidid 'testin/ noun full form of
CAT

computer-aided training /kom
pjuitor ,erdid 'tremnig/ noun full form
of CAT

computer animation /kom,pju:to
,&n1'meif(9)n/ noun same as animation
computer applications /kom,pju:ts
.&plr'kerf(o)nz/ plural noun the tasks and
uses that a computer can carry out in a par-
ticular field or job

computer architecture /kom,pju:ta
'atkitektfo/ noun 1. the layout and inter-
connection of a computer’s internal hard-
ware and the logical relationships between
CPU, memory and I/O devices 2. the way

in which the CPU, terminals, printers and
network connections are arranged
computer-assisted /kom,pju:tor o
'sist1d/ adjective same as computer-aid-
ed

computer-assisted design /kom
pjurtar 9,sistid di'zain/ noun full form
of CAD
computer-assisted
/kom pjuitor 9,sistid
noun full form of CAE
computer-assisted instruction
/koam,pjuitor 9,s1stid in'strak fon/ noun
full form of CAl

computer-assisted learning /kom
pjurtar o sistid '13:nig/ noun full form
of CAL

computer-assisted manufacture
/kom,pjustor 9,sistid maenju'faekt o/
noun full form of CAM
computer-assisted testing /kom
pjurtar 9, sistid 'testin/ noun full form
of CAT

computer-assisted training /kom
pjuitar 9 sistid 'treiniy/ noun full form
of CAT

computer-based learning /kom
pjuita beist 'Isinig/ noun full form of
CBL

computer-based message system

engineering
.end31'nioriy/

/kom,pjuito beist 'mesidz ,sistom/
noun full form of CBMS
computer-based training /kom

pjuita beist 'tremin/ noun full form of
CBT

computer bureau /kom'pju:to
bjuarau/ noun an office that offers to do
work on its computers for companies
which do not have their own

computer code /kom'pjuito koud/
noun a programming language that con-
sists of commands in binary code that can
be directly understood by the central
processing unit, without the need for trans-
lation

computer conferencing /kom
pjuita 'konf(a)ronsin/ noun the use of a
number of computers or terminals con-
nected together to allow a group of users to
communicate

computer crime /kom'pju:to krarm/
noun theft, fraud or other crimes involving
computers

computer dating  /kom,pju:to
'dertry/ noun the use of a computer to
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match single people who may want to get
married

computer department /kom'pju:te
dr,paitmont/ noun a department in a
company that manages the company’s
computers

computer engineer /kom,pjuito
.end31'n19/ noun a person who maintains,
programs or designs computer equipment

computer error /kom,pjuitor 'era/
noun a mistake made by a computer

computer file /kom'pju:to fail/ nouna
section of information on a computer, e.g.
the payroll, list of addresses or customer
accounts

computer fraud /kom'pju:to fro:d/
noun the theft of data, dishonest use of
data or other crimes involving computers

computer game /kom'pjuito germ/
noun a game played on a computer, using
special software

computer-generated /kom,pju:to
'dzenoarertid/ adjective produced using a
computer O They analysed the computer-
generated image.
computer generation /kom,pju:to
.dzena're1f(9)n/ noun any one in a series
of classifications used to define the ad-
vances in the field of computing
COMMENT: The development of computers has
been divided into a series of ‘generations’.
The first generation consisted of computers
constructed using valves and having limited
storage. The second generation of computers
were constricted using transistors. The third
generation used integrated circuits. The
fourth generation, which includes the comput-
ers most often used at present, uses low-cost
memory and IC packages. The fifth genera-
tion comprises future computers using very
fast processors, large memory and allowing
human input/output.
computer graphics /kom,pjuito
‘greefiks/ plural noun information repre-
sented graphically on a computer display
computer graphics metafile /kom
pjuito grefiks 'metofail/ noun full
form of CGM

computer illiterate /kom,pju:to 1
'Intorat/ adjective unable to understand
computer-related expressions or opera-
tions

computer image processing /kom
pjuito 'tmid3 ,prouvsesiy/ noun the
analysis of information in an image, usual-
ly by electronic means or using a compu-
ter, also used for recognition of objects in
an image

computer-independent language
/kom,pjuito ,mndipendont 'lengwidsz/
noun a programming language that will
operate on any computer that has a correct
compiler or interpreter

computer indexing /kom,pjuito
'indeks1n/ noun the use of a computer to
compile an index for a book by selecting
relevant words or items from the text
computer input microfilm /kom
pjuite ,mput 'markrovfilm/ noun full
form of CIM

computer-integrated manufactur-
ing /kom,pjuito ntigrertrd ,menju
'feekt [or1g/ noun full form of CIM
computer-integrated system /kom
pjuite ntigrertid 'sistom/ plural noun
a system designed to allow the coordinated
use of computers and other related equip-
ment in a process O This firm is a very
well-known supplier of computer-integrat-
ed systems which allow both batch pagina-
tion of very long documents with altera-
tion of individual pages.
computer-integrated telephony
/kam pjuito ntigrertid to'lefoni/ noun
same as CTI

computerisation /koam, pjutarar
'ze1f(9)n/, computerization noun the
process of introducing a computer system
or of changing from a manual to a compu-
ter system O Computerisation of the finan-
cial sector is proceeding very fast.
computerise /kom'pju:torarz/, com-
puterize verb to change from a manual
system to one using computers O Our
stock control has been completely compu-
terised.

computer language /kom'pjuite
Jleengwids/ noun a language, formed of
figures or characters, used to communicate
with a computer

computer listing /kom,pju:to 'listiy/
noun a printout of a list of items taken
from data stored in a computer
computer literacy /kom,pjuito
'lit(9)rasi/ noun understanding of the ba-
sic principles of computers, related ex-
pressions and concepts, and the ability to
use computers for programming or appli-
cations

computer-literate /kom,pjuitae
'Irt(9)rat/ adjective able to understand ex-
pressions relating to computers and how to
use a computer

computer logic /kom,pju:to 'lnd3zik/
noun (in hardware) the way in which the



computer word

various sections of the CPU, memory and
1/0O are arranged

computer-managed instruction
/kom pjuito maenid3d n'strakfon/
noun the use of a computer to assist stu-
dents in learning a subject. Abbr CMI
computer-managed learning /kom
,pjuiteo ;meenidzd 'l3:nig/ noun the use
of a computer to teach students and assess
their progress. Abbr CML

computer manager /kom'pju:to
,man1id3a/ noun the person in charge of a
computer department

computer name /kom'pjuito nerm/
plural noun (in Windows 95 and later ver-
sions of Windows) a series of words that
identify a computer on a network and dis-
tinguish it from all other computers on a
network (NOTE: If you are linked to an of-
fice network, you will see an icon on your
Desktop called Network Neighborhood.
Double-click on this and it will display a
list of the other computers on the net-
work, and their computer name.)
computer network /kom,pjuito
'netw3:k/ noun the shared use of a series
of interconnected computers, peripherals
and terminals

computer numerical control /kom
,pjuita njur,merik(a)l kon'troul/ noun
same as humerical control

computer numeric control /kom
,pjuito njur,merik kon'travl/ noun full
form of CNC

computer office system /kom
pjuitar 'ofrs ,sistom/ noun a computer
and related peripherals used for office
tasks such as filing and word processing
computer operator /kom'pjuitor
,ppare1td/ noun a person who operates a
computer

computer organisation /kom
'pjuitor oigonaizeif(9)n/, computer
organization noun » computer archi-
tecture

computer output /kom pjurter
'avtput/ noun the data or information pro-
duced after processing by a computer
computer output on microfilm
/kam pjurtor ,avtput on 'maikrouvfilm/
noun full form of COM

computer power /kom'pju:to ,pavo/
noun a measure of the speed and capacity
of a computer (NOTE: Several tests for
computer power exist, e.g. FLOPS or
benchmark timings.)

computer printer  /kom,pju:to
'printo/ noun a machine which prints in-
formation from a computer

computer printout /kom,pju:to
‘printavt/ noun a printed copy of infor-
mation from a computer O The sales direc-
tor asked for a printout of the agents’ com-
missions.

computer program /kom'pjuitd
.prougraem/ noun a series of instructions
to a computer, telling it to do a particular
piece of work O The user cannot write a
computer program with this system.
computer programmer /kom,pju:ta
'prougrema/ noun a person who writes
computer programs

computer-readable /kom,pju:to
'rizdob(9)l/ adjective which can be read
and understood by a computer O compu-
ter-readable codes

computer run /kom'pju:ta ran/ noun
the action of processing instructions in a
program by a computer

computer science /kom,pju:to
'sarons/ noun the scientific study of com-
puters, the organisation of hardware and
the development of software

computer services /kom,pju:tod
's31visiz/ plural noun work using a com-
puter, done by a computer bureau
computer stationery /kom,pju:to
'sterf(9)n(e)ri/ noun paper specially
made for use in a computer printer
computer system /kom'pjuite
,SIstom/ noun a central processor with
storage and associated peripherals that
make up a working computer
computer-telephony integration
/kom,pjuito tolefoni ,ntr'grerf(o)n/
noun full form of CTI

computer time /kom'pjuito tarm/
noun the time when a computer is being
used, which is paid for at an hourly rate O
Running all those sales reports costs a lot
in computer time.

computer virus /kom'pju:to ,vairoas/
noun a program which adds itself to an ex-
ecutable file and copies or spreads itself to
other executable files each time an infect-
ed file is run. A virus can corrupt data, dis-
play a message or do nothing.
computer word /kom'pjuito wsaid/
noun a number of bits, usually 8, 16 or 32,
that make up a standard word within a
CPU



computing

computing /kom'pju:itiy/ adjective,
noun referring to computers B noun work
done on computers

computing power /kom'pju:tiy
,paua/ noun a measure of the speed of a
computer and its ability to perform calcu-
lations

computing speed /kom'pju:tiy
spird/ nounthe speed at which a computer
calculates

CON /kon/ noun (in IBM-PC compatible
systems) a name used to identify the con-
sole, i.e. the keyboard and monitor
concatenate /kon'katonert/ verb to
join together two or more sets of data
concatenated data set /kon
keetonertid 'derto ;set/ noun more than
one file or set of data joined together to
produce one set

concatenation operator /kon keato
'ne1f(9)n ,pparertd/ noun an instruction
that joins two pieces of data or variables
together

conceal /kon'si:l/ verb to hide informa-
tion or graphics from a user, or not to dis-
play them O The hidden lines are con-
cealed from view with this algorithm.
concentrate /'konsontreit/ verb to
combine a number of lines or circuits or
data to take up less space O The concen-
trated data was transmitted cheaply.
concentrator /'konsontreita/ noun 1.
(in a Token-Ring network) a device at the
centre of a Token-Ring network, which
provides a logical star topology in which
nodes are connected to the concentrator,
but which connects each arm of the star as
a physical ring within the device 2. (in an
FDDI network) a node which provides ac-
cess for one or more stations to the net-
work 3. (in an 10Base-T Ethernet net-
work) the device at the centre of a star-to-
pology 10Base-T Ethernet network that
receives signals from one port and regen-
erates them before sending them out to the
other ports 4. (in general networking) a
device in which all the cables from nodes
are interconnected

conceptual model /kon,sept[usl
'mpd(9)l/ noun a description of a database
or program in terms of the data it contains
and its relationships

concertina fold /konso'tizne fould/
noun a method of folding continuous pa-
per, one sheet in one direction, the next
sheet in the opposite direction, allowing
the paper to be fed into a printer continu-

ously with no action on the part of the user.
Also called accordion fold
concurrency /kon'karonsi/ noun data
or a resource that is accessed by more than
one user or application at a time
concurrent operating system /kon
[karant 'ppareitiy ,sistom/ noun operat-
ing system software that allows several
programs or activities to be processed at
the same time

concurrent processing /kon karant
'prousesiy/ noun » multitasking
concurrent programming /kon
karont 'prougremiy/ noun the act of
running several programs apparently si-
multaneously, achieved by executing small
sections from each program in turn
condition /kon'dif(o)n/ noun 1. the
state of a circuit or device or register 2. a
series of requirements that have to be met
before an action can occur B verb to mod-
ify data that is to be transmitted so as to
meet set parameters O Condition the raw
data to a standard format.

conditional /kon'dif(a)n(o)l/ adjective
1. provided that certain things take place
2. referring to a process that is dependent
on the result of another

conditional branch /kon,dif(a)n(a)l
'‘braintf/ noun same as conditional
jump

conditional breakpoint  /kon
dif(a)nal 'breikpoint/ noun an inserted
breakpoint, after which the programmer
can jump to one of a number of sections,
depending on data or program status
conditional jump /ken'dif(s)nal
d3zamp/ noun a programming instruction
that provides a jump to a section of a pro-
gram if a certain condition is met O The
conditional branch will select routine one
if the response is yes and routine two if no.
conditional statement /kon
dif(e)nal 'stertmont/ noun a program
instruction which will redirect program
control according to the outcome of an
event

conditional transfer /kon,dif(o)nol
'treensf3:/ noun same as conditional
jump

condition code /kon'dif(a)n koud/
noun a number, or another type of signal,
that indicates the status of an arithmetic,
logic or input/output operation carried out
previously

condition code register /kon
dif(a)n 'koud ,redzista/ noun a register
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that contains the state of the CPU after the
execution of the last instruction

conduct /kon'dakt/ verb to allow an
electrical current to flow through a materi-
al O to conduct electricity

conduction /kon'dakfon/ noun the
ability of a material to conduct O The con-
duction of electricity by gold contacts.

conductive /kon'daktiv/ adjective re-
ferring to the ability of a material to con-
duct

conductor /ken'dakts/ noun a sub-
stance such as a metal that conducts elec-
tricity O Copper is a good conductor of
electricity. v semiconductor

conduit /'kondjuit/ noun a protective
pipe or channel for wires or cables O The
cables from each terminal are channelled
to the computer centre by metal conduit.

conferencing /'konf(o)ronsiy/ noun
discussion between remote users using
computers linked by a modem or a net-
work
‘Small organisations and individuals find it conven-
ient to use online services, offering email, conferenc-
ing and information services.” [Computing]

confidence level /konfrd(e)ns
lev(a)l/ noun the likelihood that a partic-
ular number will lie within a range of val-
ues

CONFIG.SYS /kon'fig sis/ noun (in
MS-DOS) a configuration text file that
contains commands to set parameters and
load driver software. This file is read auto-
matically once the PC is switched on and
the operating system has loaded. O If you
add a new adapter card to your PC you
will have to add a new command to the
CONFIG.SYS file.

configuration  /kon,figjo'retf(o)n/
noun the way in which the hardware and
software of a computer system are planned
and set up
‘He said only Banyan Vines had the network config-
uration and administration capabilities required for
implementing an international business plan based
on client-server computing.” [Computing]
configuration file /kon figjo'rerf(o)n
fail/ noun a file that contains data that de-
scribes how a particular software program
or device has been configured O The main
Windows configuration file is stored in a
file called the Registry.
configuration state /kon figjo
're1f(9)n stert/ noun the state of a compu-
ter that allows it or the system or a pro-
gram to be configured

configure /kon'fige/ verb to select
hardware, software and interconnections
to make up a special system O This termi-
nal has been configured to display graph-
ics.

configured-in /kon'figod n/ adjective
referring to a device whose configuration
state indicates that it is ready and available
for use

configured-off, configured-out ad-
jective referring to a device whose config-
uration state indicates that it is not availa-
ble for use

congestion /kon'dzestfon/ noun a
state that occurs when communication or
processing demands are greater than the
capacity of a system

conjunct /'kondzagkt/ noun one of the
variables in a logical AND function
conjunction /kon'dzagkfon/ noun a
logical function whose output is true if all
inputs are true

connect /ka'nekt/ verb to link together
two points in a circuit or communications
network

connect charge /ko'nekt tfa:dz/
noun (in a commercial on-line system)
the cost per minute of time when you are
connected to the remote system
connectionless /ko'nek [onlos/ adjec-
tive data transfer that occurs between two
devices that do not have a fixed or perma-
nent link and so can take different routes
between the two devices. i) circuit switch-
ing

connectionless network protocol
/ko,nekfonlos 'netwaik proutokol/
noun an OSI transport protocol that pro-
vides an efficient way of routing informa-
tion around a local area network using a
datagram to carry the information. Abbr
CLNP

connection-oriented /ko'nek[(s)n
orrientid/  adjective referring to data
transfer that occurs according to a series of
fixed, pre-defined steps that will create a
known and reliable path between the two
devices. For example, TCP/IP is a connec-
tion-oriented protocol that uses a known
modem or network adapter to contact an-
other known computer and establish a link

via TCP/IP commands.
connection-oriented network
services /ka,nekfan ,orrientrd

'‘netws:k ,s3ivisiz/ plural noun an OSI
transport protocol that provides an effi-



connective

cient way of routing information around a
wide area network. Abbr CONS
connective /ka'nektrv/ noun a symbol
between two operands that describes the
operation to be performed

connectivity / konek'trviti/ noun the
ability of a device to connect with other
devices and transfer information
connector /ko'nekta/ noun a physical
device with a number of metal contacts
that allow devices to be easily linked to-
gether O The connector at the end of the
cable will fit any standard serial port.
connector plug /ka'nekta plag/ noun
(in an FDDI network) a device at the end
of a fibre-optic or copper cable that con-
nects to a receptacle

connector receptacle /ko'nekto 11
.septak(a)l/ noun (in an FDDI network) a
device mounted on a panel that connects to
a plug

connect state /ko'nekt stert/ noun the
state of a modem in which it is transferring
data across a communications line
connect time /ko'nekt tarm/ noun the
length of time that a user is logged onto an
interactive system

conscious error / kon[as 'era/ noun
an operator error that is immediately spot-
ted, but cannot be prevented in time
consistency check /kon'sistonsi
tfek/ noun a check to make sure that ob-
jects, data or items conform to their ex-
pected formats

console /'’konsoul/ noun a unit consist-
ing of a keyboard, VDU, and usually a
printer, which allows an operator to com-
municate with a computer system O The
console consists of input device such as a
keyboard, and an output device such as a
printer or CRT. y CON

constant /'konstont/ noun an item of
data whose value does not change. Oppo-
site variable B adjective which does not
change O The disk drive motor spins at a
constant velocity.

constant angular velocity
/ konstant ,engjulo va'lositi/ noun full
form of CAV

constant bit rate / konstont 'bit reit/
noun a data transfer service that is part of
ATM and is used to guarantee a certain
data transmission rate over a network even
if there is a lot traffic. Abbr CBR
constant length field /konstont
len® 'fitld/ noun a data field that always
contains the same number of characters

constant linear velocity / konstont
JImis va'lositi/ noun full form of CLV
constant ratio code /konstont
're1fiou koud/ nouna character represen-
tation code that has a constant number of
binary ones per word length

constrain /kon'streimn/ verbto set limits
that define the maximum movement of an
object on screen

consumables /kon'sjuimob(a)lz/ plu-
ral noun small cheap extra items required
in the day-to-day running of a computer
system, e.g. paper and printer ribbons O
Put all the printer leads and paper with the
other consumables.

contact /'’kontekt/ noun the section of
a switch or connector that provides an
electrical path when it touches another
conductor O The circuit is not working be-
cause the contact is dirty. B verb to try to
call a user or device in a network
contact bounce /'kontekt bauns/
noun » bounce, de-bounce

contact card /'kontaekt ka:d/ noun a
smart card with a chip that can be read
when it is touched by a reading machine
contact image sensor /kontakt
'tmid3 ,sensa/ noun full form of CIS
container /kon'tema/ noun something
that can be set to a value O The program-
mer uses this variable as a container, stor-
ing the object’s colour.

content /'kontent/ noun information,
ideas, text, images or data that form a let-
ter, document, web page, database or book
content-addressable addressing
/ kontent o,dresob(a)l a'dresin/ noun
same as associative addressing
content-addressable file /kontent
9,dresab(a)l 'fa1l/ noun a file for storing
data in which each item may be individu-
ally accessed

content-addressable location
/kontent 9,dresob(d)l lou'kerf(o)n/
noun same as content-addressable file
content-addressable memory
/. kontent 9,dresab(a)l 'mem(a)ri/, con-
tent-addressable storage /o,sousiot1v
'storridz/ noun abbr CAM. same as asso-
ciative memory

contention /kon'tenfan/ noun a situa-
tion that occurs when two or more devices
are trying to communicate with the same
piece of equipment

contention bus /kon'tenf(a)n bas/
noun a communication control system in
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which a device must wait for a free mo-
ment before transmitting data
contention delay /kon'tenf(o)n dr
et/ noun the length of time spent waiting
for equipment to become free for use
content provider /kontent pro
,varda/ noun a company that supplies in-
formation, e.g. text, news stories, images,
video, software, for a publication in a web-
site or other medium
content-rich /kon'tent rit[/ adjective
containing a lot of useful information
contents /'kontents/ plural noun a list
of items in a file
context /'kontekst/ noun a particular
way of organising data that is used when
transferring it into and out of a business
management system
context-sensitive / kontekst
'sensit1v/ adjective that relates to the par-
ticular context
context-sensitive help /kontekst
,sensrtrv 'help/ noun a help message that
gives useful information about the particu-
lar function or part of the program you are
in rather than general information about
the whole program
context-switching /'kontekst
,SWIt[11)/ noun a process in which several
programs are loaded in memory, but only
one at a time can be executed
COMMENT: Unlike a true multitasking system
which can load several programs into memory
and run several programs at once, context-
switching only allows one program to be run at
atime.
contiguous file /kon tigjuos 'farl/
noun a file stored in a series of adjacent
disk sectors
contiguous graphics /kon,tigjuss
'greefiks/ plural noun graphic cells or
characters which touch each other O Most
display units do not provide contiguous
graphics: their characters have a small
space on each side to improve legibility.
contingency plan /kon'tindzonsi
plen/ noun a secondary plan that will be
used if the first fails to work
continuation page /kontimnju
'e1f(9)n perds/ noun a page or screen of
text that follows on from a main page
continuity / kontr'njuiti/ noun a clear
conduction path between two points
continuous data stream /kon
tijuas 'derta strizm/ noun high-speed
serial data transmission, in which data

words are not synchronised, but follow on
immediately one after the other
continuous feed /kon,tmjuas 'fizd/
noun a device which feeds continuous sta-
tionery into a printer

continuous labels /kon,tinjuos
'letb(a)lz/ plural noun removable adhe-
sive labels attached to a backing sheet that
can be fed into a printer

continuous loop /kon,tmjuas 'lu:p/
noun an endless piece of recording or pro-
jection tape

continuous signal /kontmjuos
'sign(a)l/ noun a continuously variable
analog signal

continuous stationery /kon,tinjuos
'sterf(a)n(e)ri/ noun printer stationery
which takes the form of a single long sheet
continuous tone /kon'tinjuas toun/
noun an image such as a photograph that
uses all possible values of grey or colours,
contouring /'kontuariy/ noun 1. (in a
graphics application) a process that con-
verts a wire-frame drawing into a solid-
looking object by adding shadows and tex-
ture 2. (in a graphics application) a func-
tion that creates realistic-looking ground,
e.g. in a virtual-reality system, or a surface
contrast /'kontra:st/ noun 1. the differ-
ence between black and white or between
colours O The control allows you to adjust
brightness and contrast. 2. a control knob
on a display that alters the difference be-
tween black and white tones or between
colours

contrast enhancement filter
/ kontra:st in'hamnsmont filta/ noun a
special filter put over a monitor to increase
contrast and prevent eye-strain

control /kon'troul/ noun 1. a section of
a computer or device that carries out in-
structions and processes signals 2. condi-
tional program statements 3. a key on a
computer keyboard which sends a control
character 4. data or a key that controls
something

control block /kan'traul blpk/ noun a
reserved area of computer memory that
contains control data

control bus /kon'troul bas/ noun a set
of connections to a microcomputer that
carry the control signals between CPU,
memory and input/output devices
control change /kon'troul tfemndz/
noun (in MIDI) a message sent to a synthe-
siser to instruct it to change a setting, e.g.
to change the volume of a MIDI channel



control character

control character  /kon'troul
keaerikto/ noun a special character that
provides a control sequence

*...there are seven print control characters which can
be placed in a document’ [Personal Computer
World]

control computer /kon'troul kom
pjuita/ noun a dedicated computer used
to control a process or piece of equipment
control cycle /kon'troul saik(o)l/
noun the events required to retrieve, de-
code and execute an instruction stored in
memory

control data /kon'troul ,derto/ noun
data that controls the actions of a device
control-driven /kon'troul ,driv(s)n/
adjective referring to computer architec-
ture where instructions are executed once
a control sequence has been received
control field /kon'troul fi:ld/ noun a
storage area for control instructions
control group /kon'troul gru:p/ noun
a small group which is used to check a
sample group

control instruction /kon'troul m
strakfon/ noun a program instruction
that controls the actions of a device O The
next control instruction will switch to ital-
ics.

control key /kon'traul kii/ noun (on
IBM-PC compatible systems) a special
key, usually in the lower left corner of the
keyboard, that provides a secondary func-
tion when pressed with another key O To
halt a program, press Ctrl-C — the control
key and letter C — at the same time. Abbr
Ctrl

control language /kan'troul
Jlengwid3z/ noun commands that identify
and describe the resources required by a
job that a computer has to perform
controlled vocabulary /kon,trould
vau'kabjulori/ noun a set of terms or
words used in an indexing language
controller /kon'troule/ noun a hard-
ware or software device that controls a pe-
ripheral such as a printer, or that monitors
and directs the data transmission over a lo-
cal area network

‘...a printer’s controller is the brains of the machine.
It translates the signals coming from your computer
into printing instructions that result in a hard copy of
your electronic document’ [Publish]

control memory /kan'traul
;mem(9)ri/ noun memory which decodes
control instructions into microinstructions
that operate the computer or microcontrol-
ler

control menu /kon'troul ,menju:/
noun (in Microsoft Windows) a menu that
allows you to move, resize or close the cur-
rent window, and that is accessed by press-
ing Alt-Space

control mode /kan'troul moaud/ noun
the state of a device in which control sig-
nals can be received to select options or
functions

control panel /kon'troul ,pen(a)l/
noun 1. a panel with indicators and
switches that allows an operator to moni-
tor and control the actions of a computer or
peripheral 2. a utility that displays the
user-definable options such as keyboard,
country-code and type of mouse

control register /kon'troul ,redzisto/
noun a storage location for control data
control ROM /kon,troul 'rom/ noun
same as control memory

control sequence /kon'traul
,sitkwons/ noun a series of codes contain-
ing a control character and various argu-
ments, used to carry out a process or
change mode in a device

control signals /kon'troul sign(o)lz/
plural noun electrical signals transmitted
to control the actions of a circuit

control statement  /kon'troul
,stertmont/ noun 1. a program instruction
that directs a CPU to provide controlling
actions or controls the operation of the
CPU 2. a program instruction which di-
rects a program, e.g. to another branch
control structure /kan'traul
strakt[o/ noun a set of instructions that
are run in a particular circumstance. An
IF.THEN statement selects a particular
control structure depending on the value of
a variable.

control systems /kon'troul sistomz/
plural noun systems used to check that a
computer system is working correctly
control token /kon'troul ,toukon/
noun a special sequence of bits transmit-
ted over a LAN to provide control actions
control total /kon'troul ,tout(a)l/ noun
the result of summing certain fields in a
computer file to provide error detection
control transfer /kon'troul treensfa:/
noun the redirection of the CPU when a
jump or call instruction is encountered
control unit /kon'troul juinit/ noun
the section of the CPU which selects and
executes instructions
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control word /kon'troul wa:d/ noun a
word that defines the actions that are to be
followed in a particular process

convention /kon'venfon/ noun a set of
well-known standards or rules that have to
be followed so as to produce hardware or
software compatibility

conventional memory /kon
venf(d)n(d)l 'mem(d)ri/ noun (in an
IBM-PC compatible system) the random
access memory region installed in a PC
from O up to 640Kb. This area of memory
can be directly controlled by MS-DOS.
Compare high memory, expanded
memory. Also called RAM

convergence /kon'va:dzens/ noun 1.
the combination of two or more different
technologies producing a new technology.
For example, fax machines are the product
of the convergence of telephone, scanning
and printing technologies. 2. (in a colour
monitor) the accuracy with which the pic-
ture beam strikes the three colour dots that
form each colour pixel » 0 picture beam,
pixel

conversation / konvo'serf(a)n/ noun
a form of communication between a com-
puter and its user in which the computer
responds immediately to instructions and
questions put to it as if was taking partin a
dialogue

conversational mode /konvo
'se1f(9)n(a)l moud/ noun a method of op-
erating that provides immediate responses
to a user’s input. ) interactive mode
converse /kon'v3a:s/ verb to engage in a
conversation with a computer
conversion /kon'vaif(e)n/ noun a
change from one system to another
conversion equipment  /kon
'vaif(9)n 1, kwipmont/ noun a device that
will convert data from one format to an-
other, which is suitable for another system,
without changing the content
conversion program /kon'v3:[(s)n
,prougraem/ noun 1. a program that con-
verts programs written for one computer
into a suitable form for another 2. a pro-
gram that converts data format, coding,
etc. for use in another program
conversion tables /kon'vs:[(o)n
tetb(d)lz/ plural noun a list of source
codes or statements and their equivalent in
another language or form O Conversion
tables may be created and used in con-
junction with the customer’s data to con-

vert it to our system codes. Also called
translation tables
converter /kon'v3:to/ noun a device or
program that translates data from one form
to another O The converter allowed the old
data to be used on the new system.
convertibility /kon,v3a:ta'bilsti/ noun
ability to be changed
convertible /kon'va:tob(a)l/ adjective
that can be converted
convertor /kon'vaita/ noun another
spelling of converter
cookie /'kuki/ noun a tiny file that is
stored on your computer when you con-
nect to a remote Internet site using a
browser. The cookie is used by the remote
site to store information about your op-
tions which can then be read when you
next visit the site.
cookie file /'kuki fail/ noun a file that
contains the cookie data supplied by the
remote Internet site
cooperative  processing /kou
,Dp(d)rat1v 'prousesiy/ noun a system in
which two or more computers in a distrib-
uted network can each execute a part of a
program or work on a particular set of data
coordinate graph /kou's:dinat gra:f/
noun a means of displaying one point on a
graph, using two values referring to axes
which are usually at right angles to each
other
coordinates /kou's:dmots/  plural
noun values used to locate a point on a
graph or map
coordination /kou,o:di'nerf(a)n/ noun
the process of organising complex tasks
coprocessor /kou'prousesd/ noun an
extra, specialised processor, e.g. an array
or numerical processor, that can work with
a main CPU to increase execution speed
‘Inmos is hiring designers to create highly integrated
transputers and co-processors for diverse computer
and telecoms systems.” [Computing]
copy /'kpp1/ verb to make a second doc-
ument which is like the first, or to dupli-
cate original data O He copied all the per-
sonnel files at night and took them home.
COPY /'kopi/ noun an operating system
command that copies the contents of one
file to another file on a storage device O
Make a copy of your data using the COPY
command before you edit it.
copy protect / kopi pra'tekt/ noun a
switch that prevents copies of a disk being
made W verb to move a switch to prevent



copy protection

copies of a disk being made O The pro-
gram is not copy protected.

copy protection /'kopi pro,tek[on/
noun the act of preventing copies from be-
ing made O A hard disk may crash because
of copy protection.

CORAL /'kopi/ noun a computer pro-
gramming language used in a real-time
system. Full form common real-time ap-
plications language

CORBA /'ko:ba/ abbr common object
request broker architecture

core /ko:/ noun the central conducting
section of a cable

core dump /'ko: damp/ noun a transfer
of data from the main memory of a compu-
ter, usually to an external storage medium
core memory /ko: 'mem(a)ri/ noun a
central fast-access memory which stores
the programs and data currently in use
core program /ko: 'prougraem/ nouna
computer program stored in core memory
coresident /kou'rezid(o)nt/ adjective
referring to two or more programs that are
stored in the main memory at the same
time

core store /'ko: st/ noun a non-vola-
tile magnetic storage method used in old
computers

corona /ka'rouna/ noun an electric dis-
charge that is used to charge the toner
within a laser printer

corona wire /ko'rouns ,wars/ noun a
thin wire that charges the powdered toner
particles in a laser printer as they pass
across it O If your printouts are smudged,
you may have to clean the corona wire.
coroutine /'kouru:,tiin/ noun a section
of a program or procedure that can pass
data and control to another coroutine then
halt itself

corrective maintenance /ko rektiv
'meIntonans/ noun actions to trace, find
and repair a fault after it has occurred
corrupt /ka'rapt/ adjective that contains
errors M verb to introduce errors into data
or a program O Power loss during disk ac-
cess can corrupt the data.

cost analysis /'kost o,nalosts/ noun
an examination in advance of the costs of
a new product

cost per action / kost pa: 'ekfon/ full
form of CPA

€0.uk a domain name suffix that indicates
a business based in the UK O The Peter

Collin  Publishing domain name s
‘pep.co.uk’ iy domain

counter /'’kaunta/ noun aregister or var-
iable whose contents are increased or de-
creased by a set amount every time an ac-
tion occurs

counter-rotating ring /kaunts rou
.e1tig 't/ noun two signal paths trans-
mitted in opposite directions around a ring
network

country file /'kantri fail/ noun a file
within an operating system that defines the
parameters, e.g. character set and key-
board layout, for different countries
coupler /'’kapla/ noun a mechanical de-
vice that is used to connect three or more
conductors

Courier /'kurio/ noun a fixed-space or
monospace typeface

courseware /'korswea/ noun the soft-
ware, manuals and video that make up a
training package or CAL product

CPA / si: pi: 'e1/ noun the cost of display-
ing a banner advertisement once to one
visitor to a website. Full form cost per
action. v banner

Cpi /,si: pit 'ar/ noun the number of print-
ed characters which fit within the space of
one inch. Full form characters per inch
CPM abbr critical path method

CPps/,si: pi: 'es/ noun the number of char-
acters printed or processed every second.
Full form characters per second

CPU /,si: pix 'jui/ noun a group of cir-
cuits that performs the basic functions of a
computer. The CPU is made up of three
parts, the control unit, the arithmetic and
logic unit and the input/output unit. Full
form central processing unit

CPU bound /si: pi: 'ju: baund/ adjec-
tive referring to the performance of a com-
puter insofar as it is limited by the number
of instructions the CPU can carry out. Ef-
fectively, the memory and I/O devices can
transfer data faster than the CPU can pro-
duce it.

CPU clock /,si: pi: 'ju: klok/ noun a
clock inside a processor device that gener-
ates a regular signal millions of times eve-
ry second to control operations and data
transfer within the processor

CPU clock speed /,si: pi: 'ju: klok/
noun the frequency of the CPU clock that
controls the operations within the proces-
sor

CPU cycle /;si: pi: ,ju: 'saik(a)l/ noun
the period of time taken to fetch and exe-



cross-reference generator

cute an instruction, usually a simple ADD
instruction, used as a measure of computer
speed

CPU elements /,si: pi: ,ju: 'elimants/
plural noun the main sections that make up
a CPU, including the ALU, control unit,
I/0O bus, memory and various registers
CPU handshaking /si: pir ju:
'heendferkiy/ noun the process of inter-
facing signals between a CPU and a pe-
ripheral or I/O device

CPU time /si: pi: 'jur taim/ noun the
total period of time that a CPU is used to
actually process instructions (NOTE: In a
file handling program, CPU time might be
minimal, since data retrieval from disk
would account for a large part of the pro-
gram run. In a mathematical program,
the CPU time could be much higher in
proportion to the total run time.)

CR abbr card reader

crash /kre[/ noun a failure of a compo-
nent or a bug in a program during a run,
which halts and prevents further use of the
system

COMMENT: It is sometimes possible to recover
data from a crashed hard disk before refor-
matting, if the crash was caused by a bad sec-
tor on the disk rather than contact between
the r/w head and disk surface.

crash-protected /kre[ pro'tektid/
adjective that uses a head protection or
data corruption protection system O If the
disk is crash-protected, you will never lose
your data.

crawler /'’kro:la/ noun a computer pro-
gram that collects online documents and
reference links

CRC abbr cyclic redundancy check
crippled leapfrog test /krip(e)ld
'lizpfrog ,test/ noun a standard leapfrog
test that uses a single memory location
rather than a changing location

critical error / kritik(o)l 'era/ noun an
error that stops processing or crashes the
computer

critical fusion frequency / kritik(o)l
'fjurz(o)n (fritkwansi/ noun (on a video,
computer or film screen) the rate of dis-
play of frames of graphics or text that
makes them appear flicker-free

critical path analysis /kritik(s)l
'pa:® o,neelosis/ noun the definition of
tasks or jobs and the time each requires ar-
ranged in order to achieve certain goals.
Also called PERT — Program Evaluation
and Review Techniques.

‘Surprisingly, critical path analysis and project man-
agement, frequently the next career step for engi-
neers, did not seem to warrant a mention.” [Comput-
ing]
critical path method /kritik(a)l
'pa:® ;mebad/ noun the use of analysis
and the projection of each critical step in a
large project to help a management team.
Abbr CPM
critical resource /kritik(a)l ri'zo:s/
noun a resource that can only be used by
one process at a time
crop /krop/ verb to reduce the size or
margins of an image
crop mark /'krop ma:k/ noun (in DTP
software) one of the printed marks that
show the edge of a page or image and al-
low it to be cut accurately
cross-assembler /kros o'semblo/
noun an assembler that produces machine-
code code for one computer while running
on another
cross-compiler /kros kom'pailo/
noun an assembler or compiler that com-
piles programs for one computer while
running on another

COMMENT: Cross-compilers and assemblers
are used to compile programs for micros, but
are run on larger computers to make the oper-
ation faster.

crosshair /'kroshea/ noun (in a draw-
ing or paint program) a cursor shape that
looks like a cross

cross-linked files / kros lipkt 'failz/
noun an error in MS-DOS in which two
files claim to be using the same cluster on
disk

crossover /'kros,ouva/ noun a change
from one system to another O The crosso-
ver to computerised file indexing was diffi-
cult.

crossover circuit /'’krosouva ,s3:kit/
noun an electronic circuit which splits an
audio signal into different frequency rang-
es and assigns these to different size loud-
speakers in a loudspeaker system
cross-platform / kros 'pletfo:m/ ad-
jective available for more than one type of
computer or operating system
cross-post / kros 'paust/ verb to send
a single electronic message or article to
many different newsgroups at the same
time

cross-reference generator /kros
'ref(o)rons ,d3zenarerts/ noun a section
of an assembler or compiler or interpreter
that provides a list of program labels, var-



crosstalk

iables or constants with their location
within the program

crosstalk /'’krosta:k/ noun interference
between two communication cables or
channels

CRT /si: a: 'tit/ noun a device used for
displaying characters, figures or graphical
information, similar to a TV set. Full form
cathode ray tube

COMMENT: Cathode ray tubes are used in tele-
vision sets, computer monitors and VDUs. A
CRT consists of a vacuum tube, one end of
which is flat and coated with phosphor, the
other end containing an electron beam
source. Characters or graphics are visible
when the controllable electron beam strikes
the phosphor, causing it to glow.
crunch /krant[/ verb to process data or
numbers at high speed
cruncher, crunching noun » number
cruncher, number crunching
cryogenic memory / kraroudzentk
'mem(a)ri/ noun a storage medium oper-
ating at very low temperatures of around
4°K to use the superconductive properties
of a material
cryptanalysis /kripta'nelasis/ noun
the study and methods of breaking ciphers
cryptographic / kripto'grefik/ adjec-
tive referring to cryptography
cryptographic algorithm
/ kriptograefik 'elgarid(o)m/ noun a set
of rules used to encipher and decipher data
cryptographic key /kriptagrefik
'kiz/ noun a number or code that is used
with a cipher algorithm to personalise the
encryption and decryption of data
cryptography / krip'tografi/ noun the
study of encryption and decryption meth-
ods and techniques
crystal /'kristal/ noun a small slice of
quartz crystal which vibrates at a certain
frequency, used as a very accurate clock
signal for computer or other high precision
timing applications
crystal shutter printer /krist(s)l
Jata 'printa/ noun a page printer that
uses a powerful light controlled by a liquid
crystal display to produce an image on a
photo-sensitive drum
CSLIP noun a version of the SLIP proto-
col that compresses data before it is trans-
mitted, resulting in greater data transfer
rate
CSM /;si: es 'em/ noun an efficient opti-
cal character recognition system. Full
form combined symbol matching

CSMA-CA /;si: es em si: 'el/ noun a
method of controlling access to a network
not covered by OSI standards, but used in
AppleTalk networks. Full form carrier
sense  multiple access-collision
avoidance

CSMA-CD /,si: es em si: 'di:/ noun a
network communications protocol that
prevents two sources transmitting at the
same time by waiting for a quiet moment,
then attempting to transmit. It is used to
control data transmission over an Ethernet
network. Full form carrier sense multi-
ple access-collision detection

CSS abbr cascading style sheet

CTI / si: ti: 'a1/ noun a system that allows
normal audio telephone conversations to
be transmitted over a computer data net-
work and controlled by a computer. Full
form computer-telephony integration
CTM /si: tir 'em/ noun a method of
charging an advertiser for the display of a
banner advertisement, where the price
covers one thousand visitors clicking on
the advertisement and jumping to the ad-
vertiser’s own website. Full form click
through per thousand

CTR! /kon'troul/ noun the number of
visitors who click on a banner advertise-
ment on a website and jump to the adver-
tiser’s own website. Full form click
through rate. 7 CTM (NOTE: A click
through rate of just a few percent is com-
mon, and most advertisers have to pay
per thousand impressions of their banner
ad.)

CTR?2 /kon'troul/, CTRL, Ctrl noun the
control key, or a key on a computer termi-
nal that sends a control character to the
computer when pressed

Ctrl-Alt-Del /kon,troul o:lt dr'lizt/
noun a combination of three keys that,
when pressed at once, will cause a PC to
carry out a soft reset

CTS /,si: tiz 'es/ noun an RS232C indi-
cating that a line or device is ready for data
transmission. Full form clear to send
CU abbr control unit

cue /kju:/ noun a prompt or message dis-
played on a screen to remind the user that
an input is expected

CUG /,si: ju: 'd3i:/ nounentry to a data-
base or bulletin board system that is re-
stricted to certain known and registered
users, usually by means of a password.
Full form closed user group



cyan-magenta-yellow-black

cull /kal/ verb to remove hidden or distant
objects from a three-dimensional scene or
storage space and reduce processing time

cumulative trauma disorder
/ kjurmjulotiv 'trorma dis,o:da/ noun
same as repetitive strain injury

curly brackets /'ka:li 'brakitz/, curly
braces plural noun the pair of characters
{} used in some programming languages
to enclose a routine

current address /karont o'dres/
noun the address being accessed at this
time

current address register / karont o
'dres ,red3zisto/ noun a CPU register that
stores the address that is currently being
accessed. Abbr CAR

current directory /karont dar
'rekt(9)ri/ noun a directory within the di-
rectory tree which is currently being used

current drive / karont 'drarv/ noun a
disk drive that is currently being used or
has been selected

current instruction register
/ karont 1n'strakfon redzisto/ noun
full form of CIR

cursor /'k3:so/ noun a marker on a dis-
play device which shows where the next
character will appear

‘Probably the most exciting technology demonstrat-
ed was ScreenCam, which allows users to combine
voice, cursor movement and on-screen activities into
a movie which can be replayed.” [ Computing]

*...further quick cursor movements are available for
editing by combining one of the arrow keys with the
control function’ [Personal Computer World)

COMMENT: Cursors can take several forms, in-
cluding a square of bright light, a bright under-
line or a flashing light.
cursor control keys /'k3iso kon
troul kiiz/ plural noun keys on a key-
board that allow the cursor to be moved in
different directions
cursor home /'k3:so houm/ noun the
movement of the cursor to the top left hand
corner of the screen
cursor pad /'k3:sa ped/ noun a group
of four arrowed cursor control keys, used
to move the cursor up and down or to the
right or left
cursor resource /'k3:so r1,zois/ noun
an image that is displayed as a cursor
(NOTE: Programming languages and au-
thoring tools normally provide a range of
different cursor images that a developer
can use, for example an egg-timer cursor
when waiting or an arrow when pointing.)

custom-built /'’kastom bilt/ adjective
made specially for one customer
custom colours / kastom 'kalas/ plu-
ral noun arange of colours in a palette that
are used by an image or application. ¢y sys-
tem palette

customer engineering /kastoma
.end3z1'niari/ noun maintenance and re-
pair of a customer’s equipment
customer service department
/ kastoma 's3ivis di,paitmont/ noun a
department which deals with customers
and their complaints and orders
customise /'kastomaiz/, customize
verb to modify a system to the customer’s
requirements O We used customised com-
puter terminals. (NOTE: customises — cus-
tomising — customised)

custom ROM /kastom 'rom/ noun a
ROM produced, usually in small numbers,
by a manufacturer to suit a customer’s re-
quirements

cut /kat/ noun 1. the process of removing
a piece from a file 2. a piece removed from
a file W verb to remove sections of text
from a file to make it shorter (NOTE: cut-
ting — cut)

cut and paste / kat on 'peist/ noun the
action of taking a section of text or data
from one point and inserting it at another,
often used in word-processors and DTP
packages for easy page editing

cut over / kat 'auva/ verb to organise
the transfer of data, functions or users
from an old computer system to a new one
in such a way that all the transfer opera-
tions take place at the same time and there
is minimum disruption

CUTS abbr Computer Users’ Tape Sys-
tem

cut sheet feeder /kat '[izt [fixdo/
noun a mechanism that automatically
feeds single sheets of paper into a printer
CWP abbr communicating word proces-
sor

cXML /;si: eks em 'el/ noun a feature of
the XML webpage markup language that
provides a standard way of producing pag-
es about products for sale on an online
shop (NOTE: The new features allow de-
signers to include information about the
product being displayed and how it can
be purchased by the viewer.)
cyan-magenta-yellow-black / saron
mo,d3zento 'jelov/ noun full form of
CMYK



cyber-

cyber- /saiba/ prefix computers and in-
formation systems

cyber age /'saiba erdsz/ noun the
present age, considered as a period in
which computer technology and electronic
communications have become more im-
portant and more widely used
cybercafé /'saibo keefer/ noun a place
that provides a shop with terminals con-
nected to the Internet as well as coffee and
pastries

cybercast /'saiboka:st/ noun a broad-
cast of an event transmitted via the Inter-
net, in either sound or vision or in both
cyberlaw /'saibsl:o/ noun the set of
laws that relate to computers, information
systems and networks, considered as a
body

cybermediary /saibo'mi:diori/ noun
an organisation that makes it easier for
customers and businesses to buy and sell
online, but that does not own the products
or services that are being sold
cybernate /'saibonert/ verb to use com-
puters to control manufacturing processes
(NOTE: cybernates — cybernating — cy-
bernated)

cybernetics / saiba'netiks/ noun the
study of the mechanics of human or elec-
tronic machine movements, and the way in
which electronic devices can be made to
work and imitate human actions
cybershopping /'saibs,[opiy/ noun
shopping for goods and services on the In-
ternet

cyberspace /'saibospers/ noun the
world in which computers and people in-
teract, normally via the Internet
cybersquatting /'saiba, skwot i/
noun act by which someone registers a
website address, normally a trademark or
brand name, then tries to sell the name to
the rightful owner (NOTE: Although not yet
illegal in most countries, court cases al-
most always find in favour of the compa-
ny trying to recover its name. For exam-
ple, if you registered the domain name
‘windows.com’ then tried to sell this back
to Microsoft Corp. you would be guilty of
cybersquatting.)

cyberterrorism /'saibo,teroriz(o)m/
noun terrorist activities that use the Inter-
net to damage complex electronic systems
or the data they contain

‘There were some instances of war-related hacking
over the past few weeks, but nothing that would be
considered cyberterrorism.” [The Guardian]

cyberwoozling /'sarbo,wu:z(o)lip/
noun the practice of gathering data from
the computer of a visitor to a website with-
out his or her knowledge or authorisation
cycle /'saik(a)l/ noun one completed op-
eration in a repeated process

cycle availability /saik(s)l o,veila
'biliti/ noun a period of time in a cycle
during which data can be accessed or
transmitted

cycle count /'saik(a)l kaunt/ noun the
number of times a cycle has been repeated
cycle index /'saik(o)l ,indeks/ noun
the number of times a series of instructions
has been or has to be repeated

cycle shift /'saik(o)l [ift/ verb to shift a
pattern of bits within a word, with the bit
or bits shifted off the end being inserted at
the beginning of the word

cycle stealing /'saik(a)l ,sti:lig/ noun
a memory access operation by a peripheral
that halts a CPU for one or more clock cy-
cles while data is being transferred from
memory to the device

cycle time /'satk(o)l tarm/ noun the
time between start and stop of an opera-
tion, especially between addressing a
memory location and receiving the data
cyclic /'siklik, 'saiklik/ adjective that is
repeated regularly

cyclic access / saiklik 'ekses/ noun
access to stored information that can only
occur at a certain point in a cycle

cyclic check /;saiklik 'tfek/ noun an
error detection method that uses or exam-
ines a bit of data every n bits, one bit ex-
amined then n bits transmitted, then anoth-
er bit examined and so on

cyclic code /saiklik 'koud/ noun a
coding system in which the binary repre-
sentation of decimal numbers changes by
only one bit at a time from one number to
the next

cyclic decimal code /saiklik
'‘destm(a)l kaud/ noun a cyclic code that
refers to decimal digits

cyclic redundancy check / siklik r1
'‘dandensi ,tfek/ noun an error detection
check used in modem communications
and many file transfer protocols that looks
at one bit in every n bits and compares this
with the original to see if an error has oc-
curred in the last n bits. Abbr CRC
cyclic shift / saiklik '[1ft/ noun the ro-
tation of bits in a word with the previous
last bit inserted in the first bit position



data

cylinder /'silinda/ noun 1. a group of
tracks on a disk 2. the tracks in a multi-
disk device that can be accessed without
moving the read/write head

cypher /'saifa/ noun another spelling of
cipher

D

D symbol the hexadecimal figure equiva-
lent to decimal number 13

DA abbr desk accessory

DAC /di: er 'sii/ noun a circuit that out-
puts an analog signal that is proportional
to the input digital number, and so converts
a digital input to an analog form O Speech
is output from the computer via a D/A con-
verter. Full form digital to analog con-
verter. Also called D to A converter, d/a
converter

d/a converter /di: tu er kon'vaito/
noun same as DAC

daemon /'dizmon/ noun (in a UNIX sys-
tem) a utility program that performs its job
automatically without the knowledge of
the user

daisy chain /'de1zi t [emn/ noun a meth-
od of connecting equipment with a single
cable passing from one machine or device
to the next, rather than separate cables to
each device

daisy-chain /'deizi tfem/ verb to con-
nect equipment using the daisy chain
method

‘...you can often daisy-chain cards or plug them into
expansion boxes’ [Byre]

daisy chain bus / deizi tfem 'bas/
noun a communications bus that joins one
device to the next, each device being able
to receive or transmit or modify data as it
passes through to the next device in line
daisy-chaining /'deizi tfemiy/ noun
the process of connecting equipment using
the daisy chain method O Daisy-chaining
saves a lot of cable.

daisy chain interrupt /deizi tfein
'Intorapt/ noun aline joining all the inter-

rupt outputs of a number of devices to a
CPU

daisy chain recursion / deizi tfem
r1'k3:3(9)n/ noun the use of subroutines
in a program that call another in the series,
so that the first routine calls the second
routine, which calls the third routine, and
so on

DAL abbr data access language (see)

DAMA abbr demand assigned multiple
access

DAO /di: et 'ou/ noun a programming in-
terface provided with many of Microsoft’s
database applications that allow the devel-
oper to access Jet or ODBC compatible
data sources. Full form data access ob-
jects

dark fibre /,da:k 'farbs/ noun an optical
fibre that is not carrying a signal, often one
that has just been installed but has not yet
been used

DASD / di: er es 'di:/ noun a storage me-
dium whose memory locations can be di-
rectly read or written to. Full form direct
access storage device

DAT /,di: e1 'ti:/ noun a compact cassette,
smaller than an audio cassette, that pro-
vides a system of recording sound as dig-
ital information onto magnetic tape with
very high-quality reproduction. Full form
digital audio tape (NOTE: It is also used
as a high-capacity tape backup system
that can store 1.3 Gb of data; sound is re-
corded at a sample rate of either 32, 44.1
or 48 KHz to provide up to two hours of
CD-quality sound.)

data /'derto/ noun a collection of facts
made up of numbers, characters and sym-



data access language

bols, stored on a computer in such a way
that it can be processed by the computer O
data area amount of storage space that
contains data (rather than instructions)

COMMENT: Data is different from information in
that it is facts stored in machine-readable
form. When the facts are processed by the
computer into a form that can be understood
by people, the data becomes information.

data access language /deito
'ekses ,lengwidz/ noun a language de-
veloped by the Apple Computer Corpora-
tion and used to query a database, based on
SQL. Abbr DAL

data access management / deits
'&kses ;manid3zmoant/ noun the process
of regulating the users who can access
stored data

data access objects / derto '&kses
,objekts/ noun full form of DAO

data acquisition /'derto a@kwi
.z1f(d)n/ noun the process of gathering
data about a subject

data adapter unit /deito a'depto
Juinit/ noun a device that interfaces a
CPU to one or more communications
channels

data administrator /derto od
'ministre1ta/ noun a control section of a
database management system

data aggregate /'derto agriget/
noun a collection of items of data that are
related

data analysis /,deits o'nzlosis/ noun
the process of extracting information and
results from data

databank /'dertobank/ noun 1. a large
amount of data stored in a structured form
2. a store of personal records in a computer
database /'dertabers/ noun an integrat-
ed collection of files of data stored in a
structured form in a large memory, which
can be accessed by one or more users at
different terminals

“This information could include hypertext references
to information held within a computer database, or
spreadsheet formulae.” [Computing]

database administrator / dertabers
od'ministrerta/ noun full form of DBA
database engine /'deitobeis ,end3zin/
noun a program that provides an interface
between a program written to access the
functions of a DBMS and the DBMS
database language /'dertabers
Jlengwidz/ noun any one of a series of
languages, e.g. data description language,
that makes up a database management sys-
tem

database machine /deitobers mo
'fitn/ noun a hardware and software com-
bination designed for the rapid processing
of database information

database management system
/,dertobers 'manid3zmont sistom/, da-
tabase manager /,dertobers 'menidzo/
noun full form of DBMS

database mapping /'dertsbers
.mepin/ noun a description of the way in
which the records and fields in a database
are related

database schema  /dertobers
'skirma/ noun a way in which a database
is organised and structured

database server / dertobers 's3iva/
noun a piece of database management
software that runs on a server computer on
a network and is used in a client-server
system (NOTE: The user works with client
software that formats and displays data
that is retrieved by the server software.)
database system  /'dertobers
,sIstom/ noun a series of programs that al-
lows the user to create, modify, manage
and use a database and that often includes
features such as a report writer or graphi-
cal output of data

data block /'derts blok/ noun the set of
all the data required for or from a process
data break /'deito breik/ noun a mem-
ory access operation by a peripheral that
halts a CPU for one or more cycles while
data is being transferred from memory to
the device

data buffer /'deito ,bafo/ noun a tem-
porary storage location for data received
by a device that is not yet ready to process
1t

data bus /'derto bas/ noun a bus carry-
ing data between a CPU and memory and
peripheral devices

data capture /'deito keept [o/ nounthe
act of obtaining data, either by keyboard-
ing or scanning, or often automatically
from a recording device or peripheral O In
July this year it signed a two-year out-
sourcing and disaster-recovery deal ... for
the operation and management of its Bir-
mingham-based  data-capture  facility.
[Computing]

data carrier /'derto kerio/ noun 1. a
device or medium capable of storing data
2. a waveform used as a carrier for data
signals

data carrier detect /,derto kerio dr
'tekt/ noun full form of DCD



data flow

data cartridge /'derto \ka:trids/ noun
a cartridge that contains stored data

data cassette /'deito ko,set/ noun a
special high-quality tape for storing data
data chaining /'derto ,tfemnm/ noun
the process of storing one record that holds
the address of the next in the list

data channel /'derts tfeen(a)l/ noun a
communications link able to carry data
signals

data check /'deito tfek/ noun an error
in reading data due to a fault with the mag-
netic medium

data circuit /'derto ,sa:kit/ noun a cir-
cuit which allows bi-directional data com-
munications

data cleaning /'derto kliinig/ noun
the process of removing errors from data
data collection /'deito ko lekfon/
noun the act of receiving data from various
sources, either directly from a data capture
device or from a cartridge, and inserting it
correctly in order into a database

data collection platform /deits ko
'lekfon ,plaetform/ noun a station that
transmits collected data to a central point,
usually via satellite

data communications /derto ko
;mju:ni'ke1f(a)nz/ noun the transmission
and reception of data rather than speech or
images

data communications buffer
/,derto ko, mju:nr'kerf(a)nz ,bafa/ noun
a buffer on a receiver that allows a slow pe-
ripheral to accept data from a fast periph-
eral, without slowing either down

data communications equipment
/,derita ko, mju:nr'keif(a)nz I
Jkwipmont/ noun equipment, e.g. a mo-
dem, that receives or transmits data. Abbr
DCE

data communications network
/,derta ko mjuini'keif(o)nz netwsik/
noun a number of computers, terminals,
operators and storage units connected to-
gether to allow data transmission between
devices or files or users

data compacting /'derta
kompaktig/ noun the process of reduc-
ing the storage space taken by data by cod-
ing it in a more efficient way

data compression /deits kom
'pref(a)n/ noun a means of reducing the
size of blocks of data by removing spaces,
empty sections and unused material

data concentrator /'derta
kons(a)ntrerta/ noun a means of com-
bining intermittent data from various lines
and sending it along a single line in one go
data connection / deito ko'nek f(a)n/
noun a link which joins two devices and
allows data transmission

data control /'derto kon,troul/ noun
data management to and from a database
or processing system

data corruption /'derto ko,rap[(o)n/
noun the introduction of errors into data
through noise or faulty equipment O Data
corruption occurs each time the motor is
switched on.

data delimiter /'derts di:,limita/ noun
a special symbol or character that marks
the end of a file or data item

data description language / deito
dr'skripfon (lengwidz/ noun full form
of DDL

data dictionary/directory /deito
.dik fon(a)ri da1'rekt(a)ri/ noun full form
of DD/D

data division /'deits di,vi3(a)n/ noun
a part of a COBOL program giving full
definitions of the data types and structures
data-driven /'derto driv(o)n/ adjec-
tive referring to computer architecture in
which instructions are executed, once the
relevant data has been received

data element /'derto elimont/ noun
same as data item

data element chain /,deito 'elimont
tfemn/ noun a group of data elements
treated as a single element

data encryption /'derto i krip[(o)n/
noun the process of encrypting data using
a cipher system

data encryption standard /,de1ts in
'kripfon ,steendod/ noun full form of
DES

data entry / derts 'entri/ noun a meth-
od of entering data into a system, usually
using a keyboard but also direct from disks
after data preparation

data error /'derto ,era/ noun an error
due to incorrect or illegal data

data field /'derts fi:ld/ noun a part of a
computer instruction that contains the lo-
cation of the data

data file /'derto fa1l/ noun a file contain-
ing data, as opposed to a program file O
Programs act upon data files.

data flow /'deito flou/ noun the move-
ment of data through a system



data flowchart

data flowchart /derto ‘floutfa:t/
noun a diagram used to describe a compu-
ter or data processing system structure
data flow diagram /'deito flou
,daragraem/ noun full form of DFD

data format /'deito ,format/ noun the
set of rules defining the way in which data
is stored or transmitted

data glove /'deita glav/ noun an elec-
tronic glove that fits over a user’s hand and
contains sensors that transmit the position
of the user’s hand and fingers to a compu-
ter; used in virtual reality systems
datagram /'dertagreem/ noun a packet
of information in a packet switching sys-
tem that contains its destination address
and route

data hierarchy /derto ‘harora:ki/
noun a data structure organised hierarchi-
cally

data highway /,deito "haiwer/ noun a
bus carrying the data signals in parallel
form between the central processing unit
and memory or external devices

data independence /deits ,indr
'pendons/ noun a structure of a database
which can be changed without affecting
what the user sees

data input /deito 'mput/ noun data
transferred into a computer, from an 1I/O
port or peripheral

data input bus /derto 'mput ,bas/
noun full form of DIB 1

data integrity / derto mn'tegriti/ noun
the state of data which has not been cor-
rupted by damage or errors

data interchange format /deito
'intatfeind3 ,formeet/ noun a de facto
standard method of storing spreadsheet
formula and data in a file. Abbr DIF

data item /'derto ,artom/ noun one unit
of data, e.g. the quantity of items in stock,
a person’s name, age or occupation. Also
called data element

data jack/'derto dzak/ noun a plug that
allows a modem to be connected directly
to the telephone system

data level /'de1to lev(o)l/ noun a posi-
tion of a data item within a database struc-
ture

data link /'derto ligk/ noun a connec-
tion between two devices to allow the
transmission of data

data link control /deito lipk kon
'troul/ noun a protocol and rules used to

define the way in which data is transmitted
or received
data link layer /'deits ligk ,lero/ noun
the second layer in the ISO/OSI defined
network that sends transmits packets of
data to the next link and deals with error
correction (NOTE: This layer is normally
split into two further sub-layers, medium
access control and logical link control.)
data logging /'derto logiy/ noun auto-
matic data collection
data management /'derto
;manid3zmont/ noun maintenance and
upkeep of a database
data manipulation language / deito
mo,nipju'lerf(o)n ,lengwidz/ noun a
piece of database software that allows the
user to access, store and change data. Abbr
DML
data medium /'derto ,mi:diom/ noun a
medium which allows data to be stored or
displayed, e.g. a VDU, magnetic disk or
screen
data migration / derto mar'greif(o)n/
noun the process of moving data between
a high priority or on-line device to a low-
priority or off-line device
data mining /'derto ;mainiyg/ noun the
task of searching a database in order to
find previously unknown patterns and re-
lationships within the data it contains, e.g.
searching a retailer’s database to find cus-
tomers who share an interest in a particular
activity
‘Both companies specialise in decision support, sta-
tistical analysis and data mining.” [The Guardian]
data name /'derts netm/ noun a group
of characters used to identify one item of
data O Problems occur if an ambiguous
data name is chosen.
data network /'deito ,netwsa:k/ nouna
networking system which transmits data
data origination /'derta 9
rid3merf(a)n/ noun the conversion of
data from its original form to one which
can be read by a computer
data path /'derto pa:6/ nounabus or set
of connections over which data is trans-
mitted
dataplex /'dertapleks/ noun multiplex-
ing of data signals
data pointer /'derto ,pomnta/ noun a
register containing the location of the next
item of data
dataport /'dertopo:t/ noun a socket for
connecting a laptop computer to the Inter-
net



data transfer rate

data preparation /deito ,preps
're1f(9)n/ noun the conversion of data into
a machine-readable form, usually by key-
boarding, before data entry

data processing /,deito 'prousesiy/
noun the process of selecting and examin-
ing data in a computer to produce informa-
tion in a special form. Abbr dp, DP

data processing manager /deito
'prousesiy ,menid39/ noun a person
who runs a computer department

data projector /'derto pro,dzekto/
noun a device that uses three large col-
oured lights, red, green and blue, to project
a colour image output from a computer
onto a large screen

data protection /'deito pro,tekfon/
noun the procedure of making sure that
data is not copied by an unauthorised user

Data Protection Act /deito pro
'tekJon ,&kt/ noun a piece of legislation
passed in 1984 in the UK that requires any
owner of a database that contains personal
details to register

data rate /'derto rert/ noun the maxi-
mum rate at which data is processed or
transmitted in a synchronous system, usu-
ally equal to the system clock rate

data record /'deito ,reko:d/ noun one
record containing data for use with a pro-
gram

data reduction /derto rr'dakfon/
noun the production of compact, useful
data from raw data

data register /'deito ;redzista/ noun
an area within a CPU used to store data
temporarily before it is processed

data reliability /'derto r1,larobiliti/
noun a measure of the number of data
words with errors compared to the total
number of words

data retrieval / derto r1'trizv(a)l/ noun
the process of searching, selecting and
reading data from a stored file

data routing /'derto ru:tig/ noun the
process of defining the path to be taken by
a message in a network

data security /'derto s1 kjuariti/ noun
protection of data against corruption or un-
authorised users

dataset /'dertoset/ noun US same as
modem (US)

data set ready / deito set 'redi/ noun
full form of DSR

data sharing /'derto feariy/ noun a
facility allowing one file or set of data to
be accessed by several users

data signalling rate /derto
'sign(9)l1y ,re1t/ noun the total amount of
data that is transmitted through a system
per second

data signals /'derto ,sign(o)lz/ plural
noun electrical or optical pulses or wave-
forms that represent binary data

data sink /'derto sigk/ noun a device in
a data terminal which receives data

data source /'derts so:s/ noun a device
in a data terminal which sends data

data space transfer protocol
/,de1ta spers 'treensfa: ,proutokol/ noun
full form of DSTP

data station /'derto ,steif(o)n/ noun a
point that contains a data terminal and a
data circuit

data storage /'deito ,stoiridz/ noun a
medium able to store data, especially in
large quantities

data stream /'derto strizm/ noun a set
of data transmitted serially one bit or char-
acter at a time

data strobe /'derto stroub/ noun a sig-
nal indicating that valid data is on the data
bus

data structure /'deito straktfa/ noun
a number of related items that are treated
as one by the computer (NOTE: For exam-
ple, in an address book record, the
name, address and telephone number
form separate entries that would be proc-
essed as one by the computer.)

data switching exchange /deito
'swit 1) 1ks,t [ernd3/ noun a device used
to direct and switch data between lines
data tablet /'derto tablot/ noun »
graphics tablet

data terminal /'derto  ts:min(s)l/
noun a device that is able to display and
transmit or receive data O A printer is a
data terminal for computer output.

data terminal equipment /'derto
t3rmmin(a)l 1,kwipmont/ noun full form
of DTE

data terminal ready /deito
t3:min(a)l 'redi/ noun full form of DTR
data transaction /'derto tren
.z&k [an/ noun one complete operation on
data

data transfer rate /deito 'trensfs:
.rert/ noun the rate at which data is moved
from one point to another



data translation

data translation /'derto trans
Jlerf(a)n/ noun the conversion of data
from one system format to another

data transmission /'deito trenz
.mif(a)n/ noun the process of sending
data from one location to another over a
data link

data type /'derts taip/ noun a category
of data which can be stored in a register,
e.g. a string or number

data validation /'derto ,validerf(o)n/
noun the process of checking data for er-
rors and relevance in a situation

data vetting /'derto ,vetig/ noun the
process of checking data as it is input, for
errors and validity

data warehouse /'deito ,weohaus/
noun a database used for analysing the
overall strategy of a business rather than its
routine operations

data word /'derts w3:d/ nouna piece of
data stored as a single word

data word length / deito 'wa:d |lep6/
noun the number of bits that make up a
word in a computer

DAT drive /'det drarv/ noun a mechan-
ical drive that records data onto a DAT and
retrieves data from a tape O We use a DAT
drive as the backup device for our net-
work.

date /deit/ noun the current day, month
and year stored on your computer O to
keep something up to date to keep adding
information to something so that it is al-
ways up to date O We spend a lot of time
keeping our files up to date.

date-time /,deit 'taim/ noun the current
time and date stored on your computer
(NOTE: Each PC has a tiny battery inside
it that allows one area of memory to store
the current time and date. If you need to
change the time or date in Windows, use
the Control Panel feature.)

daughter board /'d>:ts bo:d/ noun an
add-on board that connects to a system
motherboard

daylight saving time / deilart 'serviy
.tarm/ noun a scheme that defines changes
in time over the course of a year, which in
the UK involves moving the clocks for-
ward by one hour at a particular date in
spring and backward by one hour at a par-
ticular date in the autumn (NOTE: Windows
will automatically detect if the system
time and date needs to be adjusted and
either effect it or warn you.)

dB abbr decibel

DBA /,di: bi: 'e1r/ noun a person in charge
of running and maintaining a database sys-
tem. Full form database administrator
DB connector /di: bi: ka'nekta/ noun
a D-shape connector normally with two
rows of pins used to connect devices that
transfer data O The most common DB con-
nectors are DB-9, DB-25 and DB-50 with
9, 25 and 50 connections respectively. Full
form data bus connector

DBMS /,di: bi: em 'es/ noun a series of
programs that allow the user to create and
modify databases easily. Full form data-
base management system. Also called
database manager

DC abbr direct current

DCA / di: si: 'el/ noun a document for-
mat defined by IBM that allows docu-
ments to be exchanged between computer
systems. Full form document content
architecture

DCC/ di: si: 'sit/ noun a magnetic tape in
a compact cassette box that is used to store
computer data or audio signals in a digital
format. Full form digital compact cas-
sette

DCD /di: siz 'diz/ noun an RS232C sig-
nal from a modem to a computer indicat-
ing a carrier is being received O The call is
stopped if the software does not receive a
DCD signal from the modem. Full form
data carrier detect

DCE abbr data communications equip-
ment

DCE rate /,di: si: 'ir rett/ plural noun
the number of bits of information that a
modem can transmit per second over a tel-
ephone line, e.g. 36,600 bps (NOTE: This is
not the same as the DTE rate which
measures how fast a modem can ex-
change data with another PC and takes
into account data compression.)

DCOM /'di: kom/ noun an enhanced ver-
sion of the COM specification that allows
applications to access objects over a net-
work or over the Internet. Full form dis-
tributed component object model

DC signalling /di: si: 'sign(e)lmy/
noun a method of communications using
pulses of current over a wire circuit, like a
telegraph system

DCT abbr discrete cosine transform

DD abbr double density

DDC /,di: di: 'si/ noun a machine oper-
ated automatically by machine. Full form
direct digital control



decentralised data processing

DD/D /,di: di: 'diz/ noun a piece of soft-
ware which gives a list of types and forms
of data contained in a database. Full form
data dictionary/directory

DDE / di: di: 'it/ noun 1. the keying in of
data directly onto disk. Full form direct
data entry 2. a method in which two ac-
tive programs can exchange data, one pro-
gram asking the operating system to create
a link between the two programs. Full
form dynamic data exchange

DDL /,di: di: 'el/ noun a part of database
system software which describes the struc-
ture of the system and data O Many of
DDL’s advantages come from the fact that
it is a second generation language. Full
form data description language

DDP /,di: di: 'pi:/ noun the process of de-
riving information from data which is kept
in different places. Full form distributed
data processing

DDR memory /di: di: a: 'mem(a)ri/
noun the set of electronic memory compo-
nents used for RAM storage in computers
and peripherals. Full form double data
rate memory

dead /ded/ adjective referring to a com-
puter or piece of equipment that does not
function

deaden /'ded(a)n/ verb to make a sound
or colour less sharp O Acoustic hoods are
used to deaden the noise of printers.
dead halt /'ded ho:lt/ noun a program
instruction from the user or an error that
causes the program to stop without allow-
ing recovery

dead key /'ded ki:/ plural noun any one
of the keys on a keyboard that cause a
function rather than a character to occur,
e.g. the shift key

deadlock /'ded,Iok/, deadly embrace
/'dedli 1m'breis/ noun a situation in
which two users want to access the same
two resources at the same time and one re-
source is assigned to each user, leaving
neither able to use the other

deadstart /'dedstait/ verb same as
cold boot

dead time /'ded tarm/ noun a period of
time between two events in which nothing
happens, to ensure that they do not inter-
fere with each other O Efficient job man-
agement minimises dead time.

deal /di:l/ noun a business agreement or
contract B verb O to deal with something
to organise or handle something O Leave it
to the DP manager — he’ll deal with it.

deallocate /di:'xlokert/ verb to free re-
sources previously allocated to a job, proc-
ess or peripheral O When a reset button is
pressed all resources are deallocated.
(NOTE: deallocates — deallocating —
deallocated)
debit /'debit/ noun a bit transmission
rate that is twice the baud rate
deblock /di:'blok/ verb to return a
stored block of data to its original form of
individual records
de-bounce /di: 'bauns/ noun the proc-
ess of preventing a single touch on a key
from giving multiple key contact
de-bounce circuit /di: 'bauns ,s3:kit/
noun an electronic circuit that prevents a
key contact from producing more than one
signal when pressed
debug /di:'bag/ verb to test a program
and locate and correct any faults or errors
O They spent weeks debugging the system.
(NOTE: debugging — debugged)
‘Further questions, such as how you debug an appli-
cation built from multi- sourced software to run on

multisourced hardware, must be resolved at this
stage.” [Computing]

DEBUG /di:'bag/ noun an MS-DOS
software utility that allows a user to view
the contents of binary files and assemble
small assembly-language programs
debugged program /ditbagd
'prougraem/ noun a piece of software that
works correctly and in which all the mis-
takes have been removed or corrected
debugger /di:'bags/ noun a piece of
software that helps a programmer find
faults or errors in a program

decade /'dekerd/ noun a set of ten items
or events

decay /di'kev noun the process of a
sound signal fading away O With a short
decay, it sounds very sharp.
deceleration time /di: selo'reif(o)n
,tarm/ noun the time taken for an access
arm to come to a stop after it has moved to
the correct location over the surface of a
hard disk

decentralised computer network
/diz,sentro,laizd kom'pju:ts/, decen-
tralized computer network noun a net-
work where the control is shared between
several computers

decentralised data processing /di:
,sentro laizd ‘'derto/, decentralized
data processing noun data processing
and storage carried out at each location
rather than in one central location



decibel

decibel /'desibel/ noun a unit for meas-
uring the power of a sound or the strength
of a signal. Abbr dB (NOTE: The decibel
scale is logarithmic.)

deciding factor /disaidip 'faekto/
noun the most important factor which in-
fluences someone’s decision O The decid-
ing factor was the superb graphics.
decimal tabbing /,desim(a)l 'tabiy/
noun the process of adjusting a column of
numbers so that the decimal points are ver-
tically aligned

decimal tab key /,desim(o)l 'tab ki:/
noun a key for entering decimal numbers,
using a word-processor, so that the deci-
mal points are automatically vertically
aligned

decimal-to-binary conversion
/,destm(a)l to ,bainori kon'vaif(a)n/
noun the process of converting a decimal
number into a binary digit, i.e. base 10 into
base 2

decipher /di'saifa/ verb to convert an
encrypted or encoded message (cipher-
text) into the original message (plaintext).
Opposite encipher

decision box /di's13(a)n boks/ noun a
graphical symbol used in a flowchart to in-
dicate that a decision is to be made and a
branch or path or action carried out ac-
cording to the result

decision circuit /di'si3(o)n ,ss:kit/
noun a logical circuit that operates on bi-
nary inputs, producing an output accord-
ing to the function set in hardware
decision instruction /di'si3(a)n
strakfon/ noun a conditional program
instruction that directs control by provid-
ing the location of the next instruction to
be executed if a condition is met
decision support system /di
,S13(9)n s3'poit ,sistom/ noun a suite of
programs that helps a manager reach deci-
sions using previous decisions, informa-
tion and other databases

decision table /di'siz(o)n terb(a)l/
noun a chart that shows the relationships
between certain variables and actions
available when various conditions are met
decision tree /di's13(o)n trii/ noun a
graphical representation of a decision ta-
ble showing possible paths and actions if
different conditions are met
declaration /dekla'reif(o)n/ noun a
statement within a program that informs
the compiler or interpreter of the form,
type and size of a particular element, con-

stant or variable. Also called declarative
statement

declarative language /diklerstiv
'lepgwid3/ noun a programming lan-
guage, usually in a database application, in
which you enter what you want to achieve,
rather than instructions

declare /di'klea/ verb to define a com-
puter program variable or to set a variable
equal to a number O He declared at the
start of the program that X was equal to
nine. (NOTE: declares — declaring — de-
clared)

decode /di:'koud/ verb to translate en-
coded data back to its original form (NOTE:
decodes — decoding — decoded)
decoder /di:'kouds/ noun a program or
device used to convert data into another
form

decode unit /di:'koud ,juinit/ noun a
part of a microprocessor that translates a
complex instruction into a simple form
that the ALU part of the processor can un-
derstand and process

decollate / ditks'lert/ verb to separate
continuous stationery into single sheets
decollator / di:ko'lerts/ noun a ma-
chine used to separate continuous station-
ery into single sheets or to split 2-part or 3-
part stationery into separate parts
decompilation /di:, kompr'lerf(a)n/
noun the conversion of a compiled pro-
gram in object code into a source language
O fast incremental compilation and de-
compilation

decompiler /ditkom'pails/ noun a
computer program that translates basic
machine code back into high-level source
code

decompress /,ditkom'pres/ verb 1. to
take electronic data that has been com-
pressed and expand it to its normal extent
2. to be expanded to its normal extent
again after being compressed O Such files
decompress easily.

decompression /dizkom'pre[(a)n/
noun the process of expanding a com-
pressed image or data file so that it can be
viewed

decrement /'dekrimont/ verb to sub-
tract a set number from a variable O The
register contents were decremented until
they reached zero.

decrypt /di:'kript/ verb to convert en-
crypted data back into its original form
decryption /di:'kripf(e)n/ noun the
converting of encrypted data back into its



deflect

original form O Decryption is done using
hardware to increase speed.

dedicated /'dedikert1d/ adjective refer-
ring to a program, procedure or system
that is reserved for a particular use O
There’s only one dedicated graphics work-
station in this network.

‘The PBX is changing from a dedicated proprietary
hardware product into an open application software
development platform.” [Computing]

dedicated channel /dedikertid
't f&n(a)l/ nouna communications line re-
served for a particular use

dedicated computer /dedikertid
kom'pju:ta/ noun a computer that is only
used for a single special purpose
dedicated line /dedikertid ‘lain/
noun a telephone line that provides a com-
puter or network with a permanent con-
nection to the Internet

dedicated logic / ,dedikertid 'lodz1k/
noun a logical function implemented in
hardware design, usually for only one task
or circuit O The person appointed should
have a knowledge of micro-based hard-
ware and dedicated logic O The dedicated
logic cuts down the chip count.
dedicated print server / dedikertid
'print ,s3:vo/ noun a computer on a net-
work connected to a printer with the sole
task of managing print jobs and print
queues of users on the network
dedicated word-processor
/,dedikertid 'w3:d ,prousesoa/ noun a
computer which has been configured spe-
cially for word-processing and which can-
not run any other programs

de facto standard /der  faektou
'steendoad/ noun a design, method or sys-
tem which is so widely used that it has be-
come a standard but has not been officially
recognised by any committee

default /di'fo:lt/ noun a predefined
course of action or value that is assumed
unless the operator alters it

default drive /dr'fo:lt drarv/ noun a
disk drive that is accessed first in a multi-
disk system, to try and load the operating
system or a program O The operating sys-
tem allows the user to select the default
drive.

default option /dr,fa:1t 'ppfan/ nouna
preset value or option that is to be used if
no other value has been specified
default palette /di,fo:0t 'pelot/ noun
the range of colours used on a particular
system if no other is specified (NOTE: A

user or application can often change the
default palette to create an individual
range of colours.)

default printer /di fo:lt 'printa/ noun
a printer that is used unless another is
specified, in systems that allow several
printers to be defined

default rate /di fo:lt 'reit/ noun the
baud rate in a modem that is used if no oth-
er is selected

default response /di fo:lt ri'spons/
noun a value that is used if the user does
not enter new data

default value /di,fo:lt 'velju:/ noun a
value which is automatically used by the
computer if no other value has been speci-
fied O Screen width has a default value of
80.

‘The default values of columns cannot be set in the
database schema, so different applications can trash
the database.” [Computing]

defective sector /difektiv 'sekto/
noun a fault with a hard disk in which data
cannot be correctly read from a particular
sector (NOTE: It could be caused by a
damaged disk surface or faulty head
alignment.)

defect skipping /'di:fekt skipiyg/
noun a means of identifying and labelling
defective magnetic tracks during manufac-
ture so that they will not be used, pointing
instead to the next good track to be used
defensive computing /difensiv
kom'pju:tin/ noun a method of program-
ming that takes into account any problems
or errors that might occur

deferred addressing /dif3:d o
'drestp/ noun indirect addressing, in
which the location accessed contains the
address of the operand to be processed
deferred mode /di'fs:d moaud/ noun
the process of entering a command as a
program line, then executing the program
deferred printing /dr,fa:d 'printig/
noun the process of delaying the printing
of a document until a later time

define /di'fain/ verb 1. to assign a value
to a variable O All the variables were de-
fined at initialisation. 2. to assign the char-
acteristics of processes or data to some-
thing (NOTE: defines — defining — defined)
definition / defr'nif(o)n/ noun 1. the
ability of a screen to display fine detail 2.
a value or formula assigned to a variable or
label

deflect /di'flekt/ verb to change the di-
rection of an object or beam
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deflection yokes /di'flek[(o)n joukz/
plural noun magnetic coils around a cath-
ode ray tube used to control the position of
the picture beam on the screen

DEFRAG /'di:freeg/ noun a defragmen-
tation utility supplied with MS-DOS
defragmentation /dizfregmen
'te1f(a)n/ noun the reorganisation of files
scattered across non-contiguous sectors on
a hard disk

COMMENT: When a file is saved to disk, it is not
always saved in adjacent sectors. This will in-
crease the retrieval time. Defragmentation
moves files back into adjacent sectors so that
the read head does not have to move far
across the disk, and it increases performance.

defragmentation utility
/ di:fregmen'terf(o)n ju:tiliti/ noun a
software utility that carries out the process
of defragmentation on a hard disk
degauss /di:'gaus/ verb to remove un-
wanted magnetic fields and effects from
magnetic tape, disks or read/write heads O
The r/w heads have to be degaussed each
week to ensure optimum performance.
degausser /di:'gausa/ noun a device
used to remove unwanted magnetic fields
from a disk, tape or recording head
degradation /,degro'derf(o)n/ noun 1.
the loss of picture or signal quality 2. the
loss of processing capacity because of a
malfunction

dejagging /di:'dzegig/ noun same as
anti-aliasing

DEL /del/ noun an MS-DOS command to
delete a file O To delete all files with the
extension BAK, use the command DEL or
.BAK. Full form delete

delay line /di'ler lain/ noun a device
that causes a signal to take a certain time in
crossing it

delay line store /dr'let lain ,sto:/ noun
an outdated method of storing serial data
as sound or pulses in a delay line, the data
being constantly read, regenerated and fed
back into the input

delay vector /di'ler ,vekta/ noun the
time that a message will take to pass from
one packet switching network node to an-
other

delete /d1'li:t/ verb 1. to cut out words in
a document 2. to remove text, data or a file
from a storage device O The word-proces-
sor allows us to delete the whole file by
pressing this key. Full form of DEL (NOTE:
deletes — deleting — deleted)

COMMENT: When you delete a file, you are not
actually erasing it but making its space on disk

available for another file by instructing the op-
erating system to ignore the file by inserting a
special code in the file header and deleting
the entry from the directory.

delete character /diliit 'keerikto/
noun a special code used to indicate data
or text to be removed

deletion /di'li:f(a)n/ noun 1. the mak-
ing of a cut in a document O The editors
asked the author to make several deletions
in the last chapter. 2. a piece of text re-
moved from a document

deletion record /di'li:f(o)n ,reko:d/
noun a record containing new data which
is to be used to update or delete data in a
master record

deletion tracking /dr'li:f(o)n ,traekiy/
noun a method of allowing deleted files to
be undeleted by monitoring the sectors on
disk for a period of time in case the file
was deleted by mistake

delimit /di:'limit/ verb to set up the size
of data using delimiters

delimited-field file /di:,limitd fi:ld
'fa1l/ noun a data file in which each field
is separated by a special character, often a
tab character or comma, and each record is
separated by a carriage return or a second
special character

delimiter /di:'ltmits/ noun 1. a charac-
ter or symbol used to indicate to a lan-
guage or program the start or end of data or
a record or information 2. the boundary
between an instruction and its argument
delivery system /dr liv(o)ri 'sistom/
noun the combination of hardware and
software required to play a particular mul-
timedia title

DEL key /'del ki:/ noun a key on a key-
board that moves the cursor back one char-
acter space and deletes any character at
that position O To remove a word from the
screen, press the DEL key repeatedly.
Delphi /'delfi:/ a commercial online in-
formation provider that provides subscrib-
ers with access to its own databases and
access to the Internet

delta clock /'delto klpk/ noun a clock
that provides timing pulses to synchronise
a system, and will restart a computer or
circuit, with an interrupt signal, that has
had an error or entered an endless loop or
faulty state

delta frame /'delto frerm/ noun a vid-
eo frame that contains only the pixel infor-
mation that has changed since the last
frame of the sequence, used to save space
when storing video on disk
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delta YUV / delto ,war ju: 'vii/ noun
full form of DYUV

demagnetise, demagnetize verb to
remove stray or unwanted magnetic fields
from a disk, tape or recording head (NOTE:
demagnetises — demagnetising — de-
magnetised)

demagnetiser, demagnetizer noun a
device which demagnetises a disk, tape or
recording head O He used the demagnetis-
er to degauss the tape heads.

demand assigned multiple ac-
cess /dima:ind 9,saind  maltip(o)l
'zkses/ noun a means of switching in cir-
cuits as and when they are required. Abbr
DAMA

demand fetching /di'ma:nd fet [/
noun a virtual page management system in
which the pages are selected as required
demand paging /di'ma:nd ,perdzig/
noun system software that retrieves pages
in a virtual memory system from backing
store when it is required

demand processing /di'ma:nd
prausesiy/ noun the processing of data
when it appears, rather than waiting
demand protocol architecture /dr
;ma:ind ,prouvtokol ‘'a:kitekt[o/ noun
full form of DPA

demand reading/writing /di, ma:nd
rirdip 'rartin/ noun a direct data transfer
between a processor and storage
demand staging /di'ma:nd ,sterdzig/
noun the process of moving files or data
from a secondary storage device to a fast
access device when required by a database
program

demarcation / di:ma:'keif(e)n/ noun
the process of showing the difference be-
tween two areas

democratic network /demokratik
'netw3:k/ noun a synchronised network
in which each station has equal priority
demodulation /di;;modju'leif(o)n/
noun the recovery of the original signal
from a received modulated carrier wave
demonstration model /demon
'strerf(9)n ,mpd(o)l/ noun a piece of
equipment in a shop, used to show custom-
ers how the equipment works
demonstration software
/,demanstrerf(a)n 'softwea/ noun soft-
ware that shows what an application is like
to use and what it can do, without imple-
menting all the functions O The company
gave away demonstration software that

lets you do everything except save your da-
ta.

demultiplex /di:'maltipleks/ verb to
split one channel into the original signals
that were combined at source
demultiplexor /di:'maltipleksa/ noun
a device that separates out the original
multiplexed signals from one channel
denial-of-service attack /di,narol ov
's31vis 9,taek/ noun an illegal action in
which a great deal of data is sent to a com-
puter system from many sources at the
same in an attempt to overload the system
and put it out of action

dense index /dens 'indeks/ nouna da-
tabase index containing an address or en-
try for every item or entry in the database
dense list /'dens list/ noun a list that
has no free space for new records
density /'densiti/ noun the amount of
data that can be packed into a space

‘...diode lasers with shorter wavelengths will make
doubling of the bit and track densities possible’
[Byte]

COMMENT: Scanner software produces vari-
ous shades of grey by using different densi-
ties or arrangements of black and white dots
and/or different size dots.

departmental LAN / di:pa:t'ment(a)l
leen/ noun a small local network used to
connect a group of people that are working
in the same department or office and al-
lows the users to share files, printers and
other resources. » LAN, peer-to-peer
network

dependent /di'pendont/ adjective
which is variable because of a particular
factor O A process which is dependent on
the result of another process.

deposit /di'pozit/ noun a printout of the
contents of all or a selected area of memo-
ry W verb to write data into a register or
storage location

deposition /depa'zif(a)n/ noun a
process by which a surface of a semicon-
ductor is coated with a thin layer of a sub-
stance

depth cueing /'dep6 ,kju:ig/ noun (in
graphics) a method of changing the hue
and colour of an object to reflect its depth
in a three-dimensional scene

deque / di: 'i: kju:/ noun same as dou-
ble ended queue

derivation graph /derr'verf(o)n
gra:f/ noun a structure within a global da-
tabase that provides information on the
rules and paths used to reach any element
or item of data
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derive /di'rarv/ verb to come from a
source O The results are derived from the
raw data. (NOTE: derives — deriving — de-
rived)

DES /,di: ir 'es/ noun a standard devel-
oped by the US Government for a high-se-
curity block data cipher system. Full form
data encryption standard. Compare
public key encryption

descender /di'senda/ noun a part of a
printed letter that is below the line
de-scramble /di: 'skremb(a)l/ verb to
reassemble an original message or signal
from its scrambled form

de-scrambler /di: 'skrambla/ noun a
device which changes a scrambled mes-
sage back to its original, clear form
description list /di'skripfon list/
noun a list of data items and their at-
tributes

descriptor /di'skripts/ noun a code
used to identify a filename or program
name or to pass code to a file

deselect /,di:st'lekt/ verb to cancel the
selection of an option or of data on a menu
or list on a computer screen

design parameters /di'zam po
Jremitoz/ plural noun specifications for
the design of a product

desk accessory /'desk ok, sesari/
noun an add-in Apple Mac utility that en-
hances the system O We have installed sev-
eral desk accessories that help us manage
our fonts. Abbr DA

desk check /'desk tfek/ noun a dry run
of a program

desktop /'desktop/ adjective able to be
placed on a desk B noun a GUI workspace
that is a graphical representation of a real-
life desktop, with icons for telephone, dia-
ry, calculator, filing cabinet

COMMENT: A desktop makes it easier for a new
user to operate a computer, since he or she
does not have to type in commands but in-
stead can point at icons on the desktop using
a mouse.

Desktop background /desktop
'‘baeekgraund/ noun a pattern or image that
is displayed by Windows as a backdrop
desktop computer / desktop kom
'pjuita/, desktop computer system
/,desktop kom'pjuito ,sistom/ noun a
small microcomputer system that can be
placed on a desk

Desktop file /,desktop 'fail/ noun an
Apple Mac system file used to store infor-
mation about all the files on a disk or vol-
ume, e.g. version, date, size and author

Desktop icons /desktop ‘aitkonz/
plural noun icons that are displayed on the
Desktop
desktop media /desktop 'mi:dio/
plural noun a combination of presentation
graphics, desktop publishing and multime-
dia (NOTE: The term was originally used
by Apple.)
desktop presentations /desktop
prez(o)n'terf(a)nz/ plural noun presen-
tation graphics, text and charts produced
and designed on a desktop personal com-
puter
desktop publishing /desktop
'pablif1y/ noun full form of DTP
‘...desktop publishing or the ability to produce high-
quality publications using a minicomputer, essential-
ly boils down to combining words and images on
pages’ [Byte]
Desktop taskbar /,desktop
'tarskbai/ noun a status bar that is nor-
mally displayed along the bottom of the
screen in Windows 95
desktop unit / desktop 'ju:nit/ noun a
computer or machine that will fit onto a
desk
desktop video /desktop 'vidiou/
noun full form of DTV
despatch /di'spetf/ noun another
spelling of dispatch
despool /di:'spu:l/ verb to print out
spooled files
despotic network /d1,spotik
'‘netw3:k/ noun a network synchronised
and controlled by one single clock
destination address /,destinerf(o)n
d'dres/ noun the address of the node to
which data is being transferred or sent
destination object /destmeif(o)n
'pbdzekt/ noun the object or icon onto
which you drop an object in a drag and
drop operation
destination page /destr'neif(e)n
peids/ noun a target page within a hyper-
link O When a user clicks on the active ob-
Jject in a hyperlink, the software displays
the destination page.
destructive addition /distraktiv o
'dif(a)n/ noun an addition operation in
which the result is stored in the location of
one of the operands used in the sum, so
overwriting it
destructive cursor /distraktiv
'k3:s9/ noun a cursor that erases the text
as it moves over it O Reading the screen
becomes difficult without a destructive
CUTSOT.
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destructive read /di'straktiv rixd/
noun a read operation in which the stored
data is erased as it is retrieved
destructive readout /distraktiv
'rirdaut/ noun full form of DRO

detail file /'di:teil fail/ noun a file con-
taining records that are to be used to up-
date a master file

detail paper /'di:terl ,peipa/ noun a
thin transparent paper used for layouts and
tracing

detected error /ditektid 'era/ noun
an error noticed during a program run but
not corrected

deterministic /di,ta:mi'nistik/ adjec-
tive referring to a result that depends on
the initial state and inputs of a process
Deutsche Industrienorm /dortfo
'industriz,noim/ noun full form of DIN
development software /dr
'velopmont softwea/ noun a suite of
programs that helps a programmer write,
edit, compile and debug new software
development time /di'velopmont
tarm/ noun the amount of time required to
develop a new product

device /dr'vars/ noun a small useful ma-
chine or piece of equipment

‘Users in remote locations can share ideas on the
Liveboard through the use of a wireless pen-input
device and network connections.” [Computing]

device address /di'vais o,dres/ noun
a location within the memory area that is
used by a particular device (NOTE: The
CPU can control the device by placing in-
structions at this address.)

device character control /di,vais
keerikto kog'troul/ noun a device con-
trol using various characters or special
combinations to instruct the device
device code /dri'vais koud/ noun a
unique identification and selection code
for each peripheral

device control character /di,vais
kon'troul kaerikta/ noun a special code
sent in a transmission to a device to in-
struct it to perform a special function
device-dependent  /divais  dr
'pendont/ adjective referring to a soft-
ware program that will only work on a cer-
tain type of computer or with a certain type
of device

device driver /di'vais ,drarve/ noun
same as driver

device element /di'vais elimont/
noun data required for an MCI compound

device, usually a data file, e.g. a WAVE file
that is played back through a sound card

device flag /di'vars fleeg/ noun one bit
in a device status word, used to show the
state of a device

device handler /di,vais
noun same as driver

device-independent /di,vais ,indr
'‘pendont/ adjective referring to a pro-
gramming technique that results in a pro-
gram that is able to run with any peripheral
hardware

device independent bitmap /di
,vais ,mdipendant 'britmaep/ noun full
form of DIB 2

device manager /di'vars ,manidzo/
noun a piece of software, usually part of
the operating system, that lets you change
the settings or configure a device such as a
printer or monitor (NOTE: In Windows 95
and later, right-click on the My Computer
icon on the Desktop and click on the De-
vice Manager page tab — you can now
see and manage all the devices connect-
ed to your computer.)

device name /di'vais neim/ noun an
abbreviation that denotes a port or I/O de-
vice, e.g. COM for serial port, PRN for
printer port or CON for keyboard and
monitor

device priority /di'vars prar,oriti/
noun the importance of a peripheral device
assigned by the user or central computer
which dictates the order in which the CPU
will serve an interrupt signal from it O The
master console has a higher device priori-
ty than the printers and other terminals.
device queue /dr'vars kju:/ nounalist
of requests from users or programs to use
a device

device status word /di,vars 'stertos
w3id/ noun full form of DSW O This rou-
tine checks the device status word and will
not transmit data if the busy bit is set.
devise /di'vaiz/ verb to plan or build a
system O They devised a cheap method to
avoid the problem. (NOTE: devises — de-
vising — devised)

DFD /di: ef 'dii/ noun a diagram used to
describe the movement of data through a
system. Full form data flow diagram
DGIS /di: d3i: a1 'es/ noun a standard
graphics interface for video adapters, pri-
marily used with the 340x0 range of
graphics chips. Full form direct graphics
interface standard

'haendlo/
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DHCP / di: si: ert 'pit/ noun an TCP/IP
protocol that is used to assign an Internet
address to workstations and servers that
are nodes in a network. Full form dynam-
ic host configuration protocol (NOTE: A
special server running DHCP software
manages the process of assigning ad-
dresses. A client computer can then ask
this server for the address of another
node on the network.)

Dhrystone benchmark /drarstoun
'‘bent [ma:k/ noun a benchmarking sys-
tem developed to try and measure and
compare the performance of computers
DIA/DCA /di: ar ex di: si: 'el/ noun a
standard method for the transmission and
storage of documents, text and video over
networks. It is part of the IBM SNA range
of standards. Full form document inter-
change architecture/document con-
tent architecture

diagnose /'daragnouz/ verb to find the
cause and effect of a fault in hardware or
an error in software (NOTE: diagnoses —
diagnosing — diagnosed)

diagnosis /darag'nousis/ noun the
process of finding of a fault or discovering
the cause of a fault

diagnostic aid /darognostik ‘'erd/
noun a hardware or software device that
helps to find faults

diagnostic chip /,darognostik 't [1p/
noun a chip that contains circuits to carry
out tests on other circuits or chips
diagnostic error message
/,darognostik 'era ,mesid3/ noun an ex-
planatory line of text displayed when an
error has been found

diagnostic message / daragnostik
'mes1d3/ noun a message that appears to
explain the type, location and probable
cause of a software error or hardware fail-
ure

diagnostic program /daragnostik
'prougram/ noun a piece of software that
helps find faults in a computer system
diagnostic routine / darognostik ru:
'titn/ noun a routine in a program that
helps to find faults in a computer system
diagnostics /darog'nostiks/ plural
noun functions or tests that help a user find
faults in hardware or software
diagnostic test / darognostik 'test/
noun a means of locating faults in hard-
ware and software by testing circuits or
programs

dialect /'darslekt/ noun a slight variant
of a standard language O This manufactur-
er’s dialect of BASIC is a little different to
the one I'm used to.

Dialer /'darsls/ a Windows 95 utility
that, if you have a modem connected to
your PC, will dial telephone numbers for
you. Also called Phone Dialer

dial-in modem /,darsl i 'moudem/
noun an auto-answer modem that can be
called at any time to access a system

dial modifier /'daiol ,modifaio/ noun
any one of a set of extra commands sent to
a Hayes-compatible modem that instruct
the modem to use a particular system
when dialling a telephone number. ) AT
command set (NOTE: For example, the
command ‘ATDT123’ tells the modem to
use tone-dialling to dial the number ‘123’)
dialog box /'darslpg boks/ noun an on-
screen message from a program to the user
dialogue /'darslog/, dialog noun con-
versation between people, or an instance
of this

dialup noun an online information serv-
ice that is accessed by dialling into the
central computer. Also called dial-up
service

dial-up access /daral Ap 'zkses/
noun a connection to the Internet that is
not permanent but requires a modem or
ISDN adapter to dial a telephone access
number to connect to the Internet, as in
making a normal telephone call

dial-up connection /daml ap ko
'nek [(9)n/ noun a connection that uses a
standard telephone line or ISDN link to
connect a computer to an ISP or another
computer

Dial-up Networking /darsl ap
‘netws:king/ noun the part of the Win-
dows operating system that supports and
manages a dial-up connection to a remote
computer

dial-up service /damsl ap 'saivis/
noun same as dialup

diaphragm /'darofrem/ noun a thin
flexible sheet that vibrates in response to
sound waves to create an electrical signal,
as in a microphone, or in response to elec-
trical signals to create sound waves, as in a
speaker

DIB /,di: a1 'bi:/ noun 1. a bus used when
transferring data from one section of a
computer to another, as between memory
and CPU. Full form data input bus 2. a
file format for a Windows graphics image
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that consists of a header, colour table and
bitmap data. Full form device independ-
ent bitmap (NOTE: It can be in 1—, 4—, 8—
or 24-bit colour resolution.)

dibit /'dibit/ noun a digit made up of two
binary bits

dichotomising search /dar
'kntomaizig ,s3:tf/, dichotomizing
search noun same as binary search
dichroic /dar'krouik/ adjective refer-
ring to a chemical coating on the surface of
alens that reflects selectively different col-
ours of light

dichroic filter /dar kroutk 'filta/ noun
a filter that allows certain wavelengths of
light to pass and reflects back those that
are not transmitted

dichroic head /da1 krouik 'hed/ noun
a coloured light source that is based on ad-
justable dichroic filters, generally used
with rostrum cameras and enlargers
dictionary /'dikfon(a)ri/ noun 1. a data
management structure that allows files to
be referenced and sorted 2. a part of a
spelling checker program consisting of a
list of correctly spelt words against which
the program checks a text (NOTE: The plu-
ral is dictionaries.)

differential pulse coded modula-
tion /,diforenfal ,pals koudid ,modju
'le1f(a)n/ noun full form of DPCM

DIF file /'dif fa1l/ noun a file in a de facto
standard that defines the way a spread-
sheet, its formula and data are stored in a
file

diffusion /di'fju:3(a)n/ noun a means
of transferring doping materials into an in-
tegrated circuit substrate

digit/'did31t/ noun a symbol or character
that represents an integer that is smaller
than the radix of the number base used O a
phone number with eight digits or an
eight-digit phone number

digital /'did31t(a)l/ adjective which rep-
resents data or physical quantities in nu-
merical form, especially using a binary
system in computer related devices

‘Xerox Parc’s LCD breakthrough promises the dig-
ital equivalent of paper, by producing thin, low-cost
flat displays with a 600dpi resolution.” [Computing]

digital audio tape /,didzit(o)l 'ordiou
terp/ noun full form of DAT

digital camera/ didzit(o)l 'keem(a)ro/
noun a camera that uses a bank of CCD
units to capture an image and store it dig-
itally onto a miniature disk or in RAM in
the camera’s body

digital cash /,did3it(o)l 'keef/ noun a
method of paying for goods over the Inter-
net (NOTE: There are several payment
systems that use different models includ-
ing a new bank account for each custom-
er and an electronic purse that carries
electronic tokens paid for by a customer.)

digital cassette / didzit(e)l ko'set/
noun a high quality magnetic tape housed
in a standard size cassette with write pro-
tect tabs and a standard format leader
digital certificate /didzit(o)l so
'tifikat/ noun » certificate

digital channel /,did3it(o)l 't feen(o)l/
noun a communications path that can only
transmit data as digital signals. 5 ADC
(NOTE: Voice, image or video signals
have to be converted from analog to dig-
ital form before they can be transmitted
over a digital channel.)

digital circuit /didzit(o)l ‘'saikit/
noun an electronic circuit that operates on
digital information providing logical func-
tions or switching

digital clock /,did3it(a)l 'klok/ noun a
clock THAT shows the time as a series of
digits, e.g. 12:22:04

digital compact cassette
/,did31t(a)l . kompaekt ka'set/ noun full
form of DCC

digital computer /didzit(o)l kom
'pjuite/ noun a computer that processes
data represented in discrete digital form

digital data /,did3it(o)l 'derts/ noun
data represented in numerical, especially
binary, form

digital display /did3it(s)l dri'spler/
noun a video display unit that can only
show a fixed number of colours or shades
of grey

digital divide /didzit(o)l dr'vaid/
noun the state of inequality that exists be-
tween people who have access to modern
information technology and those who do
not, since the former have many more op-
portunities open to them than the latter
digital encryption  standard
/,d1d31t(a)l m'kripfon stendad/ noun
the standard for encrypting private key da-
ta, which uses 56-bit encryption

digital light processing /,didz1t(o)l
'lart ,prousesiy/ noun full form of DLP
digital logic /,did31t(o)l 'lod31k/ noun
the process of applying Boolean algebra to
hardware circuits



digital monitor

104

digital monitor /,did31t(o)l 'monito/
noun a monitor that can only show a fixed
number of colours or shades of grey
digital nonlinear editing /,didz1t(s)l
non,lmis 'edrtiy/ noun same as nonline-
ar video editing

digital optical recording /,didzit(o)l
optik(d)l r1'ko:dig/ noun full form of
DOR

digital output /didzit(o)l ‘auvtput/
noun computer output in digital form
digital plotter/,didz1t(o)l 'plota/ noun
a plotter whose pen position is controllable
in discrete steps, so that drawings in the
computer can be output graphically
digital read-out / did31t(o)l 'rizdaut/
noun data displayed in numerical form,
e.g. numbers on an LCD in a calculator
digital representation / didzit(s)l
reprizen'terf(e)n/ noun data or quanti-
ties represented using digits

digital resolution /,didzit(a)l ,rezo
'luzf(a)n/ noun the smallest number that
can be represented with one digit

digital signal /did3it(a)l 'sign(e)l/
noun an electrical signal that has only a
number of possible states, as opposed to an
analog signal, which is continuously vari-
able

digital signal level one / did3it(s)l
sign(d)l ,lev(a)l 'wan/ noun full form of
DS-1

digital signal level zero / didzit(s)l
,sign(d)l ,lev(a)l 'ziarau/ noun full form
of DS-0

digital signalling /,didzrt (o)l
'signalin/ noun control and dialling codes
sent down a telephone line in digital form
digital signal processing
/,did31t(a)l 'sign(o)l ,prousesin/ noun
full form of DSP

digital signature /,didz1t(a)l
'signatfa/ noun a unique identification
code sent by a terminal or device in digital
form

digital speech /didzit(e)l 'spiztf/
noun » speech synthesis

digital subscriber line / didzit(a)l
sab'skraiba ,lain/ noun full form of DSL
digital switching /,didzit(a)l
'switf1n/ noun the process of operating
communications connections and switches
only by use of digital signals

digital system /didzit(o)l 'sistom/
noun a system that deals with digital sig-
nals

digital theatre system / didzit(o)l
‘010t ,s1stom/ noun full form of DTS
digital to analog converter
/,did31t(a)l to ,&enalpg kon'va:ta/ noun
full form of DAC
digital transmission system
/,did31t(9)l  trenz'mif(e)n  ,sistom/
noun communication achieved by convert-
ing analog signals to a digital form then
modulating and transmitting this and final-
ly converting the signal back to analog
form at the receiver
digital TV / did3it(o)l ti:'vii/ noun a
television that can receive and decode tel-
evision images and audio sent as digital
data, then displayed on a standard screen
digital versatile disc / didzit(o)l
varsatail 'disk/ noun full form of DVD
digital video /,did31t(a)l 'vidiou/ noun
a video recorded in digital form (NOTE:
The output from a video camera is con-
verted to digital form using either a digital
camera or a frame grabber. The digital
output is then usually compressed before
being processed or transmitted or stored
on videotape.)
digital video effects / didzit(o)l
‘vidiou 1,fekts/ plural noun full form of
DVE
digital video interactive / didzit(o)l
vidiou ,mtar'aektiv/ noun full form of
DV-I
digital wallet /,did3it(a)l 'wolit/ noun
a feature of web browsers that contains a
unique personal digital signature and al-
lows the user to pay for goods at online
shops in many different ways, including
credit card or digital cash (NOTE: A digital
wallet makes it simpler and more secure
to buy goods from online shops.)
digitise /'didz1 tarz/, digitize verb to
change analog movement or signals into a
digital form that can be processed by com-
puters O We can digitise your signature to
allow it to be printed with any laser print-
er. (NOTE: digitises — digitising — digitised)
“The contract covers fibre optic cable and Synchro-
nous Digital Hierarchy transmission equipment to be

used to digitize the telecommunications network.”
[Computergram]

digitised photograph / didz1 taizd
fouto'gra:f/, digitized photograph
noun an image or photograph that has
been scanned to produce an analog signal
which is then converted to digital form and
stored or displayed on a computer

digitiser, digitizer noun same as ADC
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digitising pad /'didzitaizigp pad/,
digitising tablet, digitizing pad, digitiz-
ing tablet noun a sensitive surface that
translates the position of a pen into numer-
ical form, so that drawings can be entered
into a computer

digit place /'did3z1t plers/, digit posi-
tion noun the position of a digit within a
number

DIL /,di: a1 'el/ noun full form dual-in-
line package. same as DIP

DIM /,di: a1 'em/ noun software that al-
lows a user to capture, store and index
printed text in a digital form. Full form
document image management (NOTE:
It usually works in conjunction with a
scanner and a storage medium such as
a recordable CD-ROM.)

dimension /dar'men on/ noun a meas-
urement of size O The dimensions of the
computer are small enough for it to fit into
a case.

dimensioning /dar'menfoniy/ noun
the definition of the size of something, es-
pecially an array or matrix O Array dimen-
sioning occurs at this line.

diminished radix complement /d:
;minift 'reidiks  kompleks/ noun a
number representation in which each digit
of the number is subtracted from one less
than the radix. v one’s complement,
nine’s complement

DIMM /,di: a1 em 'em/ noun a system of
arranging RAM memory chips on two
sides of a tiny expansion card that can be
inserted into a slot on the computer’s
motherboard to upgrade the main memory
O DIMM cards are used to expand the
memory in high-performance computers.
Full form dual in-line memory module
DIN / di: a1 'en/ noun a German industry
standards organisation known particularly
for specifications for plugs and sockets.
Full form Deutsche Industrienorm
Dingbat /'digbet/ noun a font that con-
tains stars, bullets, symbols, images and
drawings in place of characters O To insert
a copyright symbol, use the Dingbat font.
diode /'daroud/ noun an electronic com-
ponent that allows an electrical current to
pass in one direction and not the other
DIP /,di: a1 'pii/ noun1. a standard layout
for integrated circuit packages using two
parallel rows of connecting pins along
each side. Full form dual-in-line pack-
age 2. software that allows a user to cap-

ture, store and index printed text in a digit-
al form

DIP switch /'dip swit[/ noun a small
bank of switches that are used to configure
a device. Full form dual-in-line package
switch

DIR /di: a1 'ai/ noun a MS-DOS system
command that displays a list of files stored
on a disk. Full form directory
direct /dai'rekt/ adjective,
straight

direct access / dairekt 'ekses/ noun
storage and retrieval of data without the
need to read other data first

direct access storage device /dar
rekt ekses 'storrtdz di,vars/ noun full
form of DASD

direct addressing /,dairekt o'dresip/
noun a method of addressing in which the
storage location address given in the in-
struction is the location to be used

direct cable connection /dairekt
'ke1b(9)l ko,neks(a)n/ noun a utility sup-
plied with Windows 95 that allows you to
link two computers together using a serial
cable plugged into each serial port
direct change-over /dar'rekt
tfeind3/ noun the process of switching
from one computer to another in one go
direct code /dar'rekt koud/ noun a bi-
nary code which directly operates the cen-
tral processing unit, using only absolute
addresses and values (NOTE: This is the fi-
nal form of a program after a compiler or
assembler pass.)

direct coding /dar'rekt kodig/ noun
program instructions written in absolute
code

direct connect / dairekt ko'nekt/ ad-
Jjective referring to a modem which plugs
straight into the standard square telephone
socket

direct connection /darrekt ko
'‘nekfan/ noun a fast permanent connec-
tion linking a computer or system to a net-
work such as the Internet

direct current/di rekt 'karont/ nouna
constant value electric current that flows in
one direction. Abbr DC

direct data entry /darrekt derto
‘entri/ noun full form of DDE 1

direct digital control /darrekt
,did31t(9)l kon'traul/ noun full form of
DDC

adverb

directed scan /dar'rektd sken/ noun
a file or array search method in which a
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starting point and a direction of scan is
provided, either up or down from the start-
ing point, an address or record number
direct graphics interface standard
/dar,rekt grefiks 'intofers stendod/
noun full form of DGIS

directimage/ darekt 'tmidz/ nounan
image that is composed directly onto the
screen rather than being composed off
screen in memory before it is displayed

direct information access net-
work  for Europe  /darrekt
Janfomerf(o)n ,&kses ,netwaik fo

'juarap/ noun a package of services of-
fered over the Euronet network. Abbr DI-
ANE

direct-insert routine /dairekt
's31t ruz,tiin/ noun a routine which can be
directly copied into a larger routine or pro-
gram without the need for a call instruc-
tion

direct instruction /damrekt 1
'strakfon/ noun a program command that
contains an operand and the code for the
operation to be carried out

directive /dar'rektrv/ noun a program-
ming instruction used to control the lan-
guage translator or compiler

‘...directives are very useful for selecting parts of
the code for particular purposes’ [Personal Compu-
ter World]

directive statement /dairektiv
'stertmont/ noun a program instruction
used to control the language translator or
compiler

direct memory access /darrekt
'mem(d)ri ,a&kses/ noun full form of
DMA O direct memory access transfer be-
tween the main memory and the second
processor

direct memory access channel
/dar,rekt mem(o)ri 'akses tfen(a)l/
noun a high-speed data transfer link
direct mode /dar'rekt moud/ noun the
process of typing in a command which is
executed once carriage return has been
pressed

Director /dar'rekto/ a trade name for
multimedia authoring software developed
by Macromedia that uses a grid to allow a
user to control elements over time
directory /dar'rekt(o)ri/ noun 1. a
method of organising the files stored on a
disk, into groups of files or further sub-di-
rectories O The disk directory shows file
name, date and time of creation. 2. full

form DIR (NOTE: The plural is directo-
ries.)
COMMENT: A directory is best imagined as a
folder within a drawer of a filing cabinet: the
folder can contain files or other folders.

directory services /dar'rekt(o)ri
,$31vIsiz/ noun a method of listing all the
users and resources linked to a network in
a simple and easy-to-access way so that a
user can locate another user by name rath-
er than by a complex network address O
With directory services installed, it’s much
easier for our users to find and connect to
the shared printers.

directory synchronisation /dar
rekt(o)ri sipkronar'zeif(a)n/ noun a
way of ensuring that the files stored in sim-
ilar directories on two computers contain
the same, up-to-date information
directory  website /do rekt(o)ri
'websart/ noun a website that contains a
list of other websites, usually organised
into sections and often with a search fea-
ture (NOTE: Yahoo! (www.yahoo.com) is
one of the best-known directories and
lists over half a million websites.)

direct page register /dar rekt 'peids
red3ista/ noun a register that provides
memory page access data when a CPU is
carrying out a direct memory access, to al-
low access to any part of memory

direct reference address / darrekt
ref(a)rans a'dres/ noun a virtual address
that can only be altered by indexing
DirectSound / dairekt'saund/ a trade
name for a standard within Microsoft Win-
dows for a programming interface used to
allow games software to control sound
hardware

direct transfer /dairekt 'trensfs:/
noun a bit-for-bit copy of the contents of
one register into another register, includ-
ing any status bits

dirty bit /'da:ti bit/ noun a flag bit set by
memory-resident programs to indicate that
they have already been loaded into main
memory

disable interrupt /dis,erb(a)l
'intorapt/ noun a command to the CPU to
ignore any interrupt signals

disarm /dis'a:m/ verb to prevent an in-
terrupt having any effect

disarmed state /dis'a:md stert/ noun
the state of an interrupt that has been disa-
bled and cannot accept a signal
disassemble / diso'semb(a)l/ verb to
translate machine code instructions back
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into assembly language mnemonics
(NOTE: disassembles — disassembling —
disassembled)

disassembler / diso'semblo/ noun a
piece of software that translates a machine
code program back into an assembly lan-
guage form

disaster dump /di'za:sto damp/ noun
a program and data dump just before or
caused by a fatal error or system crash

disc /disk/ noun a disc refers only to
compact disc, magnetic media uses the
spelling ‘disk.” Another spelling of disk
(NOTE: used only in the context of the
compact disc and videodisc. Magnetic
media use the spelling disk.)

disconnect / disko'nekt/ verb to un-
plug or break a connection between two
devices O Do not forget to disconnect the
cable before moving the printer.

discrete /di'skri:t/ adjective referring
to values, events, energy or datawhich oc-
cur in small individual units O The data
word is made up of discrete bits.

discrete cosine transform /di,skri:t
'kousain traens,form/ noun an algorithm
used to encode and compress images.
Abbr DCT

discrete multi-tone /di, skri:t 'malti
,toun/ noun full form of DMT

discrimination instruction /dr
,skrimr,nerf(a)n 1m'strakfon/ noun a
conditional program instruction that di-
rects control by providing the location of
the next instruction to be executed, if a
condition is met

discussion group /di'skaf(o)n
gruip/ noun a feature of a website that lets
any visitor write and post a message on a
particular subject, which is displayed to
any other visitors, who can then add their
comments in reply to the message
disjunction /dis'dzapkf(e)n/ noun a
logical function that produces a true output
if any input is true

disjunctive search /dis,dzanktiv
's31tf/ noun a search for data items that
match at least one of a number of keys

disk /disk/ noun a flat circular plate coat-
ed with a substance that is capable of being
magnetised. Data is stored on this by mag-
netising selective sections to represent bi-
nary digits. (NOTE: The alternative spell-
ing disc is used only in the context of the
compact disc and videodisc.)

COMMENT: The disk surface is divided into

tracks that can be accessed individually; mag-

netic tapes cannot be accessed in this way.
disk access /disk 'akses/ noun the set
of operations required to read from or
write to a magnetic disk, including device
selection, sector and track address, move-
ment of read/write head to the correct lo-
cation and access the location on disk

disk access management /disk
&kses 'manidzmont/ noun the process
of regulating the users who can access
stored data

disk-based /'disk beisd/ adjective re-
ferring to an operating system held on
floppy or hard disk

disk cache /'disk ka|/ noun a high
speed section of memory that is used to
temporarily store frequently used data that
has been read from the disk (NOTE: The
computer checks the cache to see if the
data is there before it accesses the
(much slower) disk and by using special
controller software, this system can dra-
matically improve apparent disk perform-
ance.)

disk cartridge /disk 'ka:trids/ noun a
protective case containing a removable
hard disk

disk compression /disk kom
'‘pref(9)n/ noun a method of increasing
the apparent capacity of a disk to store data
by using a special piece of software that
compresses the data as it is being saved to
disk and then decompresses the data when
it is read back

disk compression software /,disk
kom'pref(o)n ,snftweas/ noun a resident
software that compresses data as it is writ-
ten to disk and decompresses it as it is read
back

disk controller /disk kon'trauls/ noun
an IC or set of circuits used to translate a
request for data by the CPU into control
signals for the disk drive, including motor
control and access arm movement
disk-controller card /'disk kon
troulo ka:d/ noun an add-on card that
contains all the electronics and connectors
to interface a disk drive to a CPU

disk crash /'disk kre[/ noun a fault
caused by the read/write head touching the
surface of the disk

disk doctor /disk 'dokta/ noun a utility
that can sometimes repair corrupted data
stored on a disk
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disk drive /'disk drarv/ noun a device
that spins a magnetic disk and controls the
position of the read/write head. Also
called disk unit

disk duplexing /'disk ,dju:pleksiy/
noun same as disk mirroring

diskette /di'sket/ noun a light, flexible
disk that can store data in a magnetic form,
used in most personal computers

disk file /'disk fail/ noun a number of
related records or data items stored under
one name on disk

disk formatting /'disk formeetip/
noun the initial setting up of a blank disk
with track and sector markers and other
control information

disk head /'disk hed/ noun a head
which reads or writes on a floppy disk
disk index holes /disk 'indeks
houvlz/ plural noun holes around the hub
of a disk that provide rotational informa-
tion to a disk controller, or a number of
holes providing sector location indicators
on a hard-sectored disk

diskless /'disklas/ adjective referring to
a workstation which does not have any
disk drives for data storage

disk map /'disk map/ noun a display of
the organisation of data on a disk

disk memory /disk 'mem(a)ri/ noun
memory held on disk

disk mirroring /'disk mirorig/ noun a
data protection system in which all or part
of a hard disk is duplicated onto another,
separate, disk drive. Also called disk du-
plexing (NOTE: Any changes made to the
a data on the original drive are duplicated
on the mirrored drive.)

disk operating system /disk
'pparertin ,sistom/ noun full form of
DOS

disk pack /'disk pak/ nouna number of
disks on a single hub, each with its own
read/write head

disk partition /disk pa:'tif(o)n/ noun
» partition

disk sector /disk 'sekta/ noun the
smallest area on a magnetic disk that can
be addressed by a computer

disk sector formatting /,disk ,sekto
'formaetin/ noun the process of dividing a
disk into a series of addressable sectors
(NOTE: A table of their addresses is also
formed, allowing each sector to be ac-
cessed.)

disk storage /disk 'sto:irids/ noun the
process of using disks as a backing store
disk tools /'disk tu:lz/ plural noun soft-
ware programs that help monitor the per-
formance of a disk drive, maintain it and
ensure that it is storing data efficiently
disk track /'disk trak/ noun one of a
series of thin concentric rings on a mag-
netic disk, which the read/write head ac-
cesses and along which data is stored in
separate sectors

disk unit /disk 'juinit/ noun same as
disk drive

disorderly close-down /dis'o:dsli
klous/ noun a system crash that did not
provide enough warning to carry out an or-
derly close-down

dispatch /di'spzt[/, despatch /d1
'spaet [/ noun the action of sending mate-
rial, information or messages to a location
dispersion /di'sp3:[(a)n/ noun a logi-
cal function whose output is false if all in-
puts are true, and true if any input is false
displacement /dis'pleismont/ noun
an offset used in an indexed address
display /di'splet/ noun a device on
which information or images can be pre-
sented visually

display adapter /di'spler o depto/
noun a device which allows information in
a computer to be displayed on a CRT, in-
terfacing with both the computer and CRT
display attribute /di'spler ,etribju:t/
noun a variable which defines the shape,
size or colour of text or graphics displayed
display character /di'spler kerikto/
noun a graphical symbol which appears as
a printed or displayed item, e.g. one of the
letters of the alphabet or a number
display character generator /di
'spler kaerikto ,dzenarerta/ noun ROM
that provides the display circuits with a
pattern of dots which form the character
display colour /di'spler kala/ noun
the colour of characters in a videotext dis-
play system

display controller /di'spler kon
.traula/ noun a device that accepts charac-
ter or graphics codes and instructions, and
converts them into dot-matrix patterns that
are displayed on a screen

display cycle /di'spler ,satk(a)l/ noun
the set of operations required to display an
image on screen

display element /di'spler elimant/
noun 1. (in graphics) a basic graphic com-
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ponent such as a background, foreground,
text or graphics image 2. (in computer
graphics) any component of an image
display format /di'spler  formet/
noun the number of characters that can be
displayed on a screen, given as row and
column lengths

display highlights /di'spler hailaits/
plural noun emphasis of certain words or
paragraphs by changing character display
colour

display line /di'spler lain/ noun a hori-
zontal printing position for characters in a
line of text

display mode /d1'spler moud/ noun a
way of referring to the character set to be
used, usually graphics or alphanumerics
Display PostScript /d1,splet
'paustskript/ a trade name for an exten-
sion of PostScript that allows PostScript
commands to be interpreted and displayed
on screen so that a user can see exactly
what will appear on the printout

display processor /dr'spler
,prausesa/ noun a processor that changes
data to a format suitable for a display con-
troller

display register /di'spler ,redzisto/
noun a register that contains character,
control or graphical data that is to be dis-
played

display resolution /displer rezo
'luzf(a)n/ noun the number of pixels per
unit area that a display can clearly show
display screen /di'spler skri:n/ noun
the physical part of a VDU, terminal or
monitor, which allows the user to see char-
acters or graphics (NOTE: It is usually a
cathode ray tube, but sometimes LCD or
LED displays are used.)

display scrolling /d1'spler ,skraulip/
noun the movement of a screenful of in-
formation up or down one line or pixel at a
time

display space /di'spler speis/ noun
memory or the amount of screen available
to show graphics or text

display unit /dr'spler ,juinit/ noun a
computer terminal or piece of equipment
that is capable of showing data or informa-
tion, usually by means of CRT

dissolve /di'zplv/ noun a special effect
that is used in presentation graphics soft-
ware or multimedia to fade out one image
and fade in the next

distance vector protocols / distons
'vekto ,proutakolz/ plural noun informa-

tion about the different routes over a wide
area network that can be used by a router
to find the shortest and fastest route to send
information

distort /dr'sto:t/ verb to introduce un-
wanted differences between a signal input
and output from a device

distortion /di'sto:f(a)n/ noun unwant-
ed differences in a signal before and after
it has passed through a piece of equipment
distribute /di'stribju:t/ verb to send
out data or information to users in a net-
work or system (NOTE: distributes — dis-
tributing — distributed)

distributed adaptive routing /dr
stribjutid o, deptiv 'ruitin/ noun the
process of directing messages in a packet
network switching system by an exchange
of information between nodes
distributed component object
model /distribjutid kom,paunont
'pbdzekt ;mod(a)l/ noun full form of
DCOM

distributed database system /di
stribjutid 'dertobers ,sistom/ noun a
database system in which the data is stored
on several different computers but can be
searched as if it is one single location
distributed data processing /di
stribjutid 'derto ,prousesin/ noun full
form of DDP

distributed file system /di
stribjotid 'fail \sistom/ noun a system
that uses files stored in more than one lo-
cation or backing store but processed at a
central point

distributed intelligence /d1
,stribjutid in'telidz(a)ns/ noun a decen-
tralised system in which a number of small
micros or mini-computers carry out a set
of fixed tasks, rather than one large com-
puter

distributed network /di stribjutid
'netw3:k/ noun a network in which each
node can operate as a server storing files or
working as a print server

distributed processing /d1
stribjutid 'prousesiy/ noun a technique
to enable processors or computers to share
tasks amongst themselves most effective-
ly, in which each processor completes al-
located sub-tasks independently and the
results are then recombined

distributed processor /di,stribjutid
'prousesa/ noun a computer system using
many small computers at different work-
stations instead of one central computer
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distributed system /distribjotid
'sistom/ noun a computer system which
uses more than one processor in different
locations, all connected to a central com-
puter

distribution / distri'bju:f(e)n/ noun
the act of sending information out, espe-
cially via a network

distribution network  /distrr
'bjuif(a)n ,netwsa:k/ nouny» LAN, WAN
dither /'dids/ verb to create a curve or
line that looks smoother by adding shaded
pixels beside the pixels that make up the
image

dithered colour /,didad 'kalo/ noun a
colour that is made up of a pattern of dif-
ferent coloured pixels

divide /di'vaid/ verb to find out how
many times one number can be contained
in another number O Twenty-one divided
by three is seven.

dividend /'dividend/ noun an operand
that is divided by a divisor in a division op-
eration

COMMENT: The dividend is divided by the divi-
sor to form the quotient and a remainder.

division /d1'viz(a)n/ noun the act of di-
viding numbers
divisor /di'vaiza/ noun an operand used
to divide a dividend in a division operation
DL abbrdownload
DLL / di: el 'el/ noun a library of utility
programs that can be called from a main
program. Full form dynamic link library
DLL file/di: el ‘el ,fail/ noun a file con-
taining a library of routines that can be
used by another program
DLP /,di: el 'pit/ noun a method of pro-
jecting an image using an electronic chip
that contains thousands of tiny mirrors.
Full form digital light processing
DMA /,di: em 'er/ noun a direct rapid link
between a peripheral and a computer’s
main memory, which avoids accessing
routines for each item of data read. Full
form direct memory access

‘A 32-bit DMA controller, 16-bit video I/O ports and

1/0 filters complete the chip.” [Computing]
DMA controller /di: em 'er kon
.traula/ noun an interface IC that controls
high-speed data transfer between a high-
speed peripheral and main memory, and
will usually also halt or cycle steal from
the CPU
DMA cycle stealing /di: em er
'saik(o)l ,stitlig/ noun a CPU allowing
the DMA controller to send data over the

bus during clock cycles when it performs
internal or NOP instructions

DML abbr data manipulation language
DMS abbr data management system
DMT /,di: em 'tiz/ noun technology that
uses digital signal processors to create
sound signals that carry digital video,
sound, image and data over cable at high
speed. Full form discrete multi-tone
DNS /,di: en 'es/ noun a distributed data-
base used in an Internet system to map
names to addresses. Full form domain
name system (NOTE: For example, you
can use the name
‘www.bloomsbury.com’ to locate the
Bloomsbury Publishing website rather
than a complex network address (called
the IP address).)

dock /dok/ verb to connect a laptop com-
puter to a special docking station on a desk
to give it the same resources as a normal
desktop

docking station' /'dokimy sterf(e)n/
noun a piece of hardware with an opening
into which a portable computer can be in-
serted when it is recharged or used in ex-
panded operations

docking station? /'dokiy sterf(o)n/,
docking unit /'dokig ,jurnit/ noun a
special base unit that allows a laptop com-
puter to be inserted into it and provide the
same resources as a normal desktop, e.g.
mains power, a network adapter, connec-
tion to a full-size monitor and extra expan-
sion ports

document noun /'dokjumont/ a file
containing text created with a word-proc-
essor W verb /'dokju,ment/ to write a de-
scription of a process

document assembly /'dokjomont o
,sembli/ noun the process of creating a
new file by combining two or more sec-
tions or complete documents. Also called
document merge

documentation /,dokjumen'teif(o)n/
noun the set of information, notes and di-
agrams that describe the function, use and
operation of a piece of hardware or soft-
ware

document content architecture
/. dokjumont 'kontent  a:kitekt[o/
noun full form of DCA

document image management
/. dokjomont | mmid3 ‘'meenidzmont/
noun full form of DIM

document image processing

/,dokjumont 'tmid3 ,prousesiy/ noun
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the process of scanning paper documents,
performing OCR on the contents and stor-
ing this on disk so that it can be searched
for. Abbr DIP

document interchange architec-
ture/document content architec-
ture /dokjumont ,ntotfeind3 aiki
tektfa ,dokjomont 'kontent
,a:kitekt o/ noun full form of DIA/DCA

document merge /'dokjumont
ma3:d3/ noun same as document assem-
bly

document object model

/,dokjomoant ,obdzekt 'mod(a)l/ noun
full form of DOM

document processing /,dokjumant
'prousesin/ noun the processing of docu-
ments, e.g. invoices, by a computer
document reader /'dokjumont
rizda/ noun a device which converts writ-
ten or typed information to a form that a
computer can understand and process

document recovery / dokjomont r1
'kav(9)ri/ noun a program which allows a
document which has been accidentally de-
leted to be recovered

Dolby /'dolbi/ a research laboratory that
provides ways to improve the quality of re-
corded sound

Dolby AC-3 /,dolbi er esi: 'Orii/ an al-
gorithm used to provide sound-sound ef-
fects (NOTE: This system has been adopt-
ed by computer and entertainment in-
dustries as a standard for audio on
movies and digital recordings.)

Dolby Digital /,dolbi 'didzit(o)l/ a
trade name for a multichannel audio com-
pression and transmission system that uses
5.1 channels

Dolby system /'dolbi ,sistom/ a trade
name for a system for reducing back-
ground noise for recordings

dollar sign /'dols samn/ noun a printed
or written character ($) used in some pro-
gramming languages to identify a variable
as a string type

DOM /,di: au 'em/ noun a scheme that
describes how the different parts of a web-
page, the text, images and hyperlinks, are
represented. Full form document object
model

COMMENT: Each item is an object and has a
set of attributes that defines how it is dis-
played and managed by a web browser. Dy-
namic HTML (DHTML) uses DOM to change
how a webpage is displayed by a user’'s web
browser — currently, the Microsoft and Net-

scape web browsers use different DOM spec-
ifications.

domain /dsu'mein/ noun an area or
group of nodes in a network O in the pub-
lic domain (information or program)
which belongs to and is available to the
public

domain name /douv'men nerm/ noun
a unique name that identifies the location
of an Internet server or computer on the In-
ternet

COMMENT: The domain name
‘bloomsbury.com’ is registered to the
Bloomsbury Publishing website. The domain
name is in a convenient text format, but refers
to a physical address that locates the compu-
ter that stores the website for the domain
name. This physical address is called the IP
address and is in the format '194.33.322.22" —
the domain name system (DNS) is used to
translate the domain name into its correct IP
address. The domain name is made up of two
or three parts, separated by a 'dot’. There are
some global thematic suffixes such as .com
(company) and .net (network) which are not
restricted by country. For example,
’bloomsbury.com’ has the company name
"bloomsbury’ followed by the domain type
‘com’ (for company). There are also country
suffixes such as ’.au’ for Australia, ’.cn’ for
China, ".uk’ for the UK and ’.de’ for Germany,
within which each country can have its own
private system of domain names. Some of
these might look the same as the global the-
matic suffixes (.net.uk, .org.uk, etc.), but are
restricted to the UK, e.g. co.uk, .nhs.uk,
.plc.uk and .Itd.uk.
domain name registration /dou
.meIn nerm ,red31'strerf(a)n/ noun the
registration of a domain name with the rel-
evant local registration office. v DNS, IP
address
COMMENT: Before you can use a domain
name, you must check that it is available and
then fill in an application form with your coun-
try’s local registration office (your ISP will also
be able to help). Domain name management
is centred in the USA at the InterNIC organi-
sation; you can also register a domain name
directly with the InterNIC using its online order
form (www.internic.net). Once the domain
name has been approved, it will be assigned
a unique IP address that will be used by your
ISP to modify the DNS to allow your website
to be located by other users.
domain name server /dou,meIn
nerm 's3:vo/ noun a computer on the In-
ternet that stores part or all of the domain
name system database

domain name system /dsu'mein
nerm ,sistom/ noun full form of DNS

dongle /'dongl/ noun a coded circuit or
chip that has to be present in a system be-
fore a piece of copyright software will run
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do-nothing instruction /,douv 'nabip
m,strakfon/ noun a programming in-
struction that does not carry out any action
other than increasing the program counter
to the next instruction address

dopant /'dsupent/ noun a chemical sub-
stance that is diffused or implanted onto
the substrate of a chip during manufacture,
to provide it with n- or p-type properties
dope /daup/ verb to introduce a dopant
into a substance (NOTE: dopes — doping —
doped)

doped /'dsupt/ adjective referring to a
chip which has had a dopant added

DOR /,di: ou 'a:/ noun the recording of
signals in binary form as small holes in the
surface of an optical or compact disk
which can then be read by laser. Full form
digital optical recording

DOS /dps/ noun a section of the operat-
ing system software, that controls the disk
and file access. Full form disk operating
system

DOS prompt /'dos prompt/ noun an
indicator that shows that DOS is ready to
accept a command typed in at the key-
board

dot address /'dot o,dres/ noun the
common method of writing Internet ad-
dresses in the form of symbols, A.B.C.D.,
where each letter represents one byte of a
four-byte address

dot addressable /'dot 5 ,dresab(a)l/
adjective referring to a display adapter
that allows software to control each pixel
on the display

dot command /dot ko'ma:nd/ noun a
method of writing instructions with a full
stop followed by the command, used
mainly for embedded commands in word-
processor systems

dot matrix /dot 'mertriks/ noun a
method of forming characters by use of
dots inside a rectangular matrix
dot-matrix printer /dot 'mertriks
.printo/ noun a printer in which the char-
acters are made up by a series of closely
spaced dots (NOTE: The printer produces
a page line by line. Dot-matrix printers
can be used either for printing using a
ribbon or for thermal or electrostatic
printing.)

dot pitch /'dot pitJ/ noun the spacing
between two adjacent pixels displayed on
a monitor O The smaller the dot pitch, the
sharper the image displayed.

dot prompt /'dot prompt/ noun (in
dBASE programming language) a com-
mand prompt displayed as a single dot on
screen

dots per inch /,dotz ps:r 'intf/ plural
noun a standard method used to describe
the resolution capabilities of a page printer
or scanner O Some laser printers offer
high resolution printing: 400 dots per
inch. Abbr dpi, d.p.i.
dotted-decimal-notation /,dotid
'‘destm(a)l/ noun a method of writing a
domain name, email address or other IP
network address using a decimal point, or
full stop, to separate the numeric parts of
the address (NOTE: For example
‘www.bloomsbury.com’ is the domain
name that can be written in dotted-deci-
mal-notation as ‘133.223.33.22’)
double buffering /,dab(s)l 'baforiy/
noun the use of two buffers together so
that one can be read while the other is ac-
cepting data

double-click /,dab(a)l 'klik/ noun two
rapid press-release actions on a mouse but-
ton; normally to start a program or select
an option

double data rate memory /,dab(o)l
,derto rert 'mem(a)ri/ noun full form of
DDR memory

double density /dab(s)l 'densoti/
noun a system to double the storage capac-
ity of a disk drive by doubling the number
of bits which can be put on the disk sur-
face. Abbr DD

double density disk /,dab()l
.densrti 'disk/ noun a disk that can store
two bits of data per unit area, compared to
a standard disk

double ended queue /dab(s)l
.endid 'kjui/ noun a queue in which new
items can be added to either end. Also
called deque

double frequency scanning
/,dab(9)l frizkwonsi 'skenig/ noun (in
CD-i) method of doubling the vertical res-
olution of a monitor by scanning at twice
the normal rate

double-length arithmetic /,dab(o)l
len® o'riOmotik/ noun the use of two
data words to store a number, providing
greater precision. Also called double-
precision arithmetic

double precision /dab(d)l pr1
's13(9)n/ noun the process of using two
data words to store a number, providing
greater precision
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double-precision arithmetic
/,dab(9)] pri1,s13(e)n a'r1®@moatik/ noun
same as double-length arithmetic
double-precision integer /,dab(o)l
pri,s13(9)n 'intid3s/ noun a unit of two
computer words used to store an integer
double-sided disk /,dab(o)l ,saidid
'disk/ noun a disk which can store infor-
mation on both sides

double-sided disk drive /,dab(s)l
,sardid 'disk ,drarv/ noun a disk drive
which can access data on double-sided
disks

double-sided printed circuit
board /,dab(o)l ,saidid ,printid 's3:kit
,boid/ noun a circuit board with conduct-
ing tracks on both sides

DoubleSpace /,dab(o)l'spers/ soft-
ware program that is part of MS-DOS 6
and is used to provide disk compression
double speed /,dab(o)l 'spi:d/ noun
the high speed at which a CD-ROM disc is
spun by a drive, normally 460 rpm
double-speed drive /,dab(a)l spi:d
'drarv/ noun a CD-ROM drive that spins
the disc at twice the speed of a normal
drive

double strike /'dab(a)l stratk/ noun
the process of printing a character twice in
order to make it appear bolder

doublet /'dablat/ noun a word made up
of two bits. Also called dyad

double word /'dab(o)l w3:d/ noun a
unit of two bytes of data handled as one
word, often used for address data

down /daun/ adjective, adverb referring
to computers or programs that are tempo-
rarily not working O The computer system
went down twice during the afternoon.
Opposite up

download /,davn'loud/ verb 1. to load a
program or section of data from a remote
computer via a telephone line O There is
no charge for downloading public domain
software from the BBS. Opposite upload
2. to load data from a CPU to a small com-
puter. Opposite upload 3. to send printer
font data stored on a disk to a printer,
where it will be stored in temporary mem-
ory or RAM

‘The cards will also download the latest version of
the network drivers from the server.” [Computing]

downloadable font /,davnloudob(o)l
'font/ noun a font or typeface which is
stored on a disk and can be downloaded to
a printer and stored in temporary memory.
Also called resident font

downsize /'daunsaiz/ verb to move a
company from a computer system based
around a central mainframe computer to a
networked environment, usually using
PCs as workstations, in which the worksta-
tions are intelligent O Downsizing is more
cost effective and gives more processing
power to the end-user. (NOTE: downsizes —
downsizing — downsized)

downstream /'davnstrizm/ noun the
transmission of data on a network away
from a central distribution point
downtime /'dauntaim/, down time
noun a period of time during which a com-
puter system is not working or usable. Op-
posite uptime

downward compatibility / davnwad
kom,paeta'biliti/ noun the ability of a
complex computer system to work with a
simple computer

dp, DP abbr data processing

DPA /di: pi: 'er/ noun a technique of
loading protocol stacks in memory only if
they are required for a particular session.
Full form demand protocol architec-
ture

DPCM/ di: pi: si: 'em/ noun a method of
encoding an analog signal into a digital
form in which the value recorded is equal
to the difference between the current and
previous samples. Full form differential
pulse coded modulation

d.p.i. / di: pi: 'ar/, dpi abbrdots per inch
O a 300 d.p.i. black and white A4 monitor

COMMENT: 300 d.p.i. is the normal industry
standard for a laser printer.

DPM abbr data processing manager
draft printing /dra:ft 'printig/ noun
low quality, high speed printing
draft quality /dra:ft 'kwoliti/ noun the
state of a printed output that is formatted
and readable but might not have all the il-
lustrations in place or uses ragged type-
face, which are both faster to print
drag /dreeg/ verb to move a mouse while
holding the button down, so moving an im-
age or icon on screen O You can enlarge a
frame by clicking inside its border and
dragging to the position wanted. (NOTE:
dragging — dragged)
‘...press the mouse button and drag the mouse: this
produces a dotted rectangle on the screen; you can
easily enlarge the frame by dragging from any of the

eight black rectangles round the border, showing that
it is selected’ [Desktop Publishing]

drag and click /,drag on 'klik/ verb to
hold down a mouse button while moving
the mouse, so moving the object selected
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drag and drop /. drag an 'drop/ verb
to drag a section of text or icon or object
onto another program icon which starts
this program and inserts the data O Drag
and drop the document icon onto the word-
processor icon and the system will start
the program and load the document.
drag image /dreg ''mids/ noun the
cursor, icon or outline image that is dis-
played when you drag an object across the
screen

DRAM /'di: reem/ abbr dynamic random
access memory

draw direct / dro: dar'rekt/ noun the
process of drawing an object directly to the
screen rather than to an off-screen memory
buffer

drawing program /'dromp
.prougraem/ noun a piece of software that
allows the user to draw and design on
screen

drawing tool /'droig tu:l/ noun any
one of a range of functions in a paint pro-
gram that allows the user to draw (NOTE:
Normally displayed as icons in a toolbar,
the drawing tools might include a circle-
draw, line-draw and freehand drawing
tool.)

drive /drarv/ noun a part of a computer
which operates a disk

drive array /drarv o're1/ noun a system
of multiple hard disk drives linked togeth-
er with an intelligent controller that uses
the drives to store multiple copies of the
data on each drive for reliability or parts of
each data on each drive for speed

drive bay /'drarv ber/ noun same as bay
drive designator /'draiv ,dezignerto/
noun same as drive letter

drive letter /draiv 'leto/, drive desig-
nator /'drarv ,dezignerta/ noun a letter
that denotes the disk drive currently being
used, e.g. C, which is usually the hard disk
in a personal computer

driver /'drarva/ noun a piece of software
that sits between Windows and a peripher-
al and translates the instructions from
Windows into a form that the peripheral
can understand. Also called device driv-
er, device handler

DRO /,di: a:r 'au/ noun a form of storage
medium that loses its data after it has been
read. Full form destructive readout
drop cable /drop 'kerb(a)l/ noun a sec-
tion of cable that links an adapter fitted in
a workstation to the main network cable,

or sometimes to a transceiver or T-connec-
tor in the main network cable
drop dead halt /,drop ded 'ho:lt/ noun
a program instruction from the user or an
error that causes the program to stop with-
out allowing recovery
drop-down list box /,drop daun 'list/
noun a list of options for an entry that ap-
pears when you move the cursor to the en-
try field
drop-down menu /drop daun
'menjui/ noun a menu that appears below
a menu title when it is selected
drop in/,drop 't/ noun a small piece of
dirt on a disk or tape surface, which does
not allow data to be recorded on that sec-
tion
drop out/,drop 'aut/ noun the failure of
a small piece of tape or disk to be correctly
magnetised for the accurate storage of data
drum /dram/ noun an early type of mag-
netic computer storage
drum plotter /'dram ploto/ noun a
computer output device that consists of a
movable pen and a piece of paper around a
drum that can be rotated, creating patterns
and text when both are moved in various
ways
dry contact /drar 'kontakt/ noun a
faulty electrical connection, often causing
an intermittent fault
dry run /drar 'ran/ noun an act of run-
ning a program with test data to check that
everything works
DS-0 /,di: es 'ziorou/ noun one single
circuit in a high-speed T-1 data transmis-
sion line, capable of transmitting informa-
tion in 8-bit frames at a rate of 8,000
frames per second, equal to 64 Kbits/sec-
ond. Full form digital signal level zero
DS-1 /,di: es 'wan/ noun a standard that
defines the way data is formatted and
transmitted over a T-1 line. Full form dig-
ital signal level one
DSL /,di: es 'el/ noun a system of trans-
mitting data at high speed over standard
telephone copper wire. Full form digital
subscriber line
COMMENT: One of the most popular DSL im-
plementations is the ADSL (asymmetric digit-
al subscriber line) scheme that provides a per-
manent, high-speed connection to the Inter-
net over standard telephone lines.
DSP / di: es 'pii/ noun a special integrat-
ed circuit used to manipulate digital sig-
nals. Full form digital signal process-

ing
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DSR / di: es 'a:/ noun a signal from a de-
vice that it is ready to accept data, occur-
ring after a DTR signal is received. Full
form data set ready

DSTP /di: es ti: 'pii/ noun a scheme
used to store and retrieve web-based data
using the XML page markup system. Full
form data space transfer protocol
D-SUB connector /,di: sab ka'nekto/
noun a video connector commonly used
on PC monitors to carry all the video sig-
nals in one cable

DSW /di: es 'dab(a)l jui/ noun a data
word transmitted from a device that con-
tains information about its current status.
Full form device status word

DTE /,di: ti: 'iz/ noun a device at which a
communications path starts or finishes.
Full form data terminal equipment
DTE rate / di: ti: 'i: rert/ noun a meas-
ure of how fast a device, especially a mo-
dem, can exchange data with another PC
taking into account data compression and
coding systems (NOTE: The DTE rate is
normally much higher than the DCE
rate.)

DTMF /di: ti: em 'ef/ noun a method of
dialling in a telephone system in which
each number on the telephone handset
generates two tones. Each row and column
of the telephone number grid generates a
different tone, so each number will send
one tone for the corresponding column and
another for the row. Full form dual tone
multi-frequency. Compare pulse-dial-
ling (NOTE: If you press number ‘5’ it will
send the tone for row two and for column
two.)

D to A converter /di: tu ,er kon
'v3:ta/ noun full form digital to analog
converter. » DAC

DTP /,di: ti: 'piz/ noun the design, layout
and printing of documents using special
software, a desktop computer and a print-
er. Full form desktop publishing

DTR /,di: tiz 'a:/ noun a signal from a de-
vice that indicates that it is ready to send
data. Full form data terminal ready
DTS /,di: ti: 'es/ noun a multichannel au-
dio system. Full form digital theatre sys-
tem

DTV /di: ti: 'vii/ noun a combination of
special software and extra hardware that
allows a user to edit video on a PC. Full
form desktop video (NOTE: The hard-
ware connects the PC to a video record-
er or camera and captures the video

frames. The software can then be used
to cut individual frames and rearrange
the sequence.)

D-type connector / di: taip ko'nekto/
noun a connector that is shaped like an
elongated letter D, which prevents the con-
nector from being plugged in upside down
O The serial port on a PC uses a 9-pin D-
type connector.

dual /'dju:al/ adjective using two or a

pair
dual attachment  /'djural o
'teet/mont/, dual attached station

/. djuzal o taet [t 'sterf(a)n/ noun a station
that connects to both rings in an FDDI net-
work, normally used for fault tolerance
dual bus system /djuidl 'bas
,SIstom/ noun a way of linking different
parts of a system which keeps the memory
bus separate from the input/output bus
dual channel /,dju:al 't fe&n(o)l/ noun
the use of two separate audio recording
paths, as found in stereo equipment

dual clocking /'dju:al klokiy/ noun
multiplexed data, in which each set of data
is available and valid on a different clock
pulse or edge

dual column /,dju:al 'kolom/ noun a
unit of two separate parallel lists of infor-
mation

dual homing /,dju:al "hovmiy/ noun
(in an FDDI system) a method of arrang-
ing cables so that there are two separate
routes between servers in case of a fault
dual in-line memory module
/,djuial mn lamn 'mem(o)ri ,modju:l/
noun full form of DIMM

dual-in-line package /,dju:al mn lamn
‘peekid3/ noun full form of DIL, DIP
dual port memory /djuidl po:t
'mem(9)ri/ noun memory with two sets of
data and memory lines to allow communi-
cations between CPUs

dual processor /dju:sl 'prousesa/
noun a computer system with two proces-
sors for faster program execution
dual-scan display /,dju:al sken di
'sple1/ noun a colour LCD screen that up-
dates the image on screen in two passes
dual systems /,dju:sl 'sistomz/ plural
noun two computer systems, working in
parallel on the same data, with the same in-
structions, to ensure high reliability

dual tone multi-frequency / dju:ol
toun malti 'frizkwonsi/ noun full form
of DTMF
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dub /dab/ verb to add sound effects to an
animation, multimedia presentation, film
or video (NOTE: dubbing — dubbed)

duct /dakt/ noun a pipe containing ca-
bles, providing a tidy and protective sur-
rounding for a group of cables

dumb /dam/ adjective referring to a de-
vice such as a computer terminal that is
only able to transmit information to a com-
puter or receive information from it, but
cannot process data itself

dumb terminal /dam 'tsimm(a)l/
noun a peripheral that can only transmit
and receive data from a computer, but is
not capable of processing data. Compare
smart terminal

dummy /'dami/ noun an imitation prod-
uct used to test the reaction of potential
customers to its design

dummy instruction /'dami 1
,strakfan/ noun same as blank instruc-
tion

dummy variable /,dami 'veariob(o)l/
noun a variable set up to satisfy the syntax
of a language but replaced when the pro-
gram is executed

dump /damp/ noun 1. data which has
been copied from one device to another for
storage 2. the transferring of data to a disk
for storage 3. US a printout of the contents
of all or selected data in memory W verbto
move data from one device or storage area
to another O The account results were
dumped to the backup disk.

dump and restart/ damp on 'rizsta:t/
noun software that will stop a program ex-
ecution, dump any relevant data or pro-
gram status then restart the program
dump point /'damp point/ noun a
point in a program where the program and
its data are saved onto backing store to
minimise the effects of any future faults
duodecimal number system
/djuiou,desim(a)l  'namba  sistom/
noun a number system with a radix of 12
duplex /'dju:pleks/ noun the simultane-
ous transmission of two signals on one line
duplex circuit /'dju:pleks s3:kit/
noun an electronic circuit used to transmit
data in two directions simultaneously
duplex computer /'dju:pleks kom
.pjuitd/ noun a unit of two identical com-
puter systems used in an on-line applica-
tion, with one used as a backup in case of
failure of the other

duplexing /'dju:pleksig/ noun a tech-
nique to increase the fault tolerance of net-

works by using two identical controllers
and disk drives (NOTE: Data is written to
both via a separate controller. If one goes
wrong, the second device is switched in
under software control with no effect to
the user. This is a more fault-tolerant sys-
tem than disk mirroring.)

duplex operation /dju:pleks ,opa
'rerf(9)n/ noun the transmission of data in
two directions simultaneously
duty-rated /'dju:ti reetd/ adjective re-
ferring to the maximum number of opera-
tions that a device can perform in a set
time to a certain specification

DVD /di: vi: 'dii/ noun a way of storing
over 17Gb of data on a CD-ROM type
disc. Full form digital versatile disc,
digital videodisc

DVD-A /di: vi: 'di: et/ noun an audio
DVD

DVD-RAM /di: vi: 'dir rem/ noun a
DVD disc drive that allows a user to write,
erase and rewrite data onto a DVD disc
DVD-Recordable /di: vi: di: 11
'ko:dab(a)l/ noun a DVD disc drive that
allows a user to write data once onto a
DVD disc. Abbr DVD-R

DVD-ROM /di: vi: 'di: rom/ noun a
DVD disc drive that can read a DVD disc
and provides data transfer rates equal to a
standard nine-times CD-ROM

DVD+RW / di: vi: di: plas a: 'dab(o)l
jut/ noun a type of rewritable DVD disc
that allows a user to store data on the disc
(NOTE: The DVD disc offers much greater
storage capacity than a standard com-
pact disc in a similar-sized disc. This
standard was developed by Hewlett-
Packard, Philips and Sony and has a ca-
pacity of 3GB per side.)

DVD-video / di: vi: ,di: 'vidiou/ noun a
standard that defines how full-length films
can be compressed and stored on a DVD
disc and played back on a dedicated player
attached to a television set or viewed on a
computer fitted with a DVD drive

DVE /,di: vi: '/ noun special effects car-
ried out by a PC on a video sequence; e.g.,
a fade between two sequences or a dis-
solve. Full form digital video effects
DV-l / di: vi: 'a1/ noun a system that de-
fines how video and audio signals should
be compressed and displayed on a compu-
ter. Full form digital video interactive
DVI connector /,di: vi: 'ar ko,nekto/
noun a connector on a monitor or graphics
equipment for video signals (NOTE: DVI-D
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supports digital video signals, DVI-I sup-
ports both analog and digital signals.)
Dvorak keyboard / dvo:raek 'kirbord/
noun a keyboard layout that is more effi-
cient to use than a normal QWERTY key-
board layout

DX /,di: 'eks/ suffix used after an Intel
processor model number to signify that the
processor has a floating-point arithmetic
unit, a 32-bit data path and a built-in cache
dyad /'dared/ noun same as doublet

dyadic Boolean operation /dar
,&dik bu:lion ppa're1f(a)n/ noun alog-
ical operation that produces an output
from two inputs

dyadic operation /daredik ppo
're1f(9)n/ noun a binary operation using
two binary operands

dye-polymer recording  /dar
'polima r1,ko:din/ noun (in optical disks)
recording method which creates minute
changes in a thin layer of dye embedded in
the plastic optical disk (NOTE: Dye-poly-
mer recording has one big advantage —
that the data stored on the optical disk
using this method can be erased.)

dye-sublimation printer /dar sablt
.mer1f(d)n 'printa/ noun a high-quality
colour printer that produces images by
squirting tiny drops of coloured ink onto
paper O The new dye-sublimation printer
can produce colour images at a resolution
of 300dpi.

dynamic /dar'nemik/ adjective refer-
ring to data which can change with time
dynamic allocation /dar,nemik ,&lo
'kerf(o)n/ noun a system in which re-
sources are allocated during a program
run, rather than being determined in ad-
vance

dynamically redefinable character
set /darnamikli  ri:di,famab(a)l
'kaerikto set/ noun a computer or video-
text character set that can be changed
when required

dynamic buffer /dar,nemik 'bafo/
noun a buffer whose size varies with de-
mand

dynamic data exchange /dar
nemik 'derto iks,tfeinds/ noun full
form of DDE

dynamic data structure /dar,neemik
'derto ,straktfa/ noun a structure of a
data management system which can be
changed or adapted

dynamic dump /darnemik 'damp/
noun a dump that is carried out periodical-
ly during a program run

dynamic host configuration pro-
tocol /darnemik houst kon,figju
'rerf(o)n ,proutokol/ noun full form of
DHCP

dynamic link library /darnzmik
'lipk ,latbrari/ noun full form of DLL
dynamic memory /darnemik
'mem(a)ri/ noun same as dynamic stor-
age

dynamic multiplexing /dar,nemik
‘maltipleksip/ noun a multiplexing
method which allocates time segments to
signals according to demand

dynamic RAM /darnzmik 'rem/
noun same as dynamic storage
dynamic random access memory
/dar,nemik ,reendom ,&kses 'mem(a)ri/
noun same as dynamic storage
dynamic relocation /darnemik
ritlou'kerf(a)n/ noun the process of
moving data or coding or assigning abso-
lute locations during a program execution
dynamic relocation program /dar
nemik ri:lou'kerf(o)n  prouvgrem/
noun a program that is moved from one
section of memory to another during its
run-time without affecting it or its data
dynamic routing /dar neemik 'ru:tig/
noun the process of selecting the shortest
or most reliable path for data through ex-
changes at the time of the connection
dynamic stop /dar,nzmik 'stop/ noun
a stop in a process where the system tells
the user that some action must be taken be-
fore the processing will continue
dynamic storage  /darnemik
'stoirtdz/ noun RAM that requires its
contents to be updated regularly. Also
called dynamic memory, dynamic ran-
dom access memory

dynamic storage allocation /dar
;nemik 'stoiridz elokeif(a)n/ noun the
process of allocating memory to a program
when it needs it rather than reserving a
block before it has run

dynamic subroutine /darnemik
'sabruititn/ noun a subroutine whose
function must be defined each time it is
called

dynamic update /dar'nemik ,apdert/
noun a display, e.g. a graph, updated in
real time as new data arrives

DYUV /,di: war ju: 'vii/ noun a digital
video encoding technique in which lumi-
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nance of a pixel is calculated by the RGB
input signal, Y0.6G + 0.3R + O.1B=. Full
form delta YUV (NOTE: From the value of

Y it is possible to calculate the values of
UandVasUR-Y;VB-Y.)

E

E symbol the hexadecimal number equiv-
alent to decimal number 14

E-1 /i: wan/ noun a European high-speed
telecommunications line that can carry
data at 2.048 Mbits/second and is normal-
ly divided into hundreds of channels that
carry information at a lower transmission
rate but are more convenient for customers
(NOTE: The US equivalent is T-1.)

EAPROM /,i: er 'pi: ,rom/ noun a ver-
sion of EAROM which can be pro-
grammed. Full form electrically altera-
ble programmable read-only memory

early token release /,3:li 'toukon r1
lirs/ noun (in a Token-Ring or FDDI net-
work) system that allows two tokens to be
present on a ring network, useful when
traffic is very busy

EAROM /,i: 'er ,rom/ noun a read-only
memory chip whose contents can be pro-
grammed by applying a certain voltage to
a write pin, and can be erased by light or a
reverse voltage. Full form electrically al-
terable read-only memory

earth /3:6/ noun a connection in a circuit
representing zero potential O All loose
wires should be tied to earth. B verb to
connect an electrical device to the earth O
All appliances must be earthed. (NOTE: US
English is ground)

earth wire /3:0 'waro/ noun a connect-
ing wire between an electrical device and
the earth, representing zero potential
EBCDIC /,i: bi: si: dix a1 'siz/ noun an 8-
bit binary character coding system used
mainly on IBM computers, in which each
number represents a different character or
symbol. It is similar to the ASCII system.

Full form extended binary coded deci-
mal interchange code

EBNF /,i: bi: en 'ef/ noun a more flexible
way of defining the syntax of a language.
Full form extended Backus-Naur Form.
» BNF

ebook /'i:buk/ noun an electronic ver-
sion of a book, in which the text and any
pictures are stored in a file format that can
then be displayed using special software
on a PC or laptop screen or on a dedicated
portable or hand-held device or PDA. Also
called electronic book

EBR /,i: bi: 'ai/ noun the process of re-
cording the output from a computer direct-
ly onto microfilm using an electron beam.
Full form electron beam recording

e-business /'i: \biznos/ noun 1. a com-
pany that does business on the Internet 2.
business activity that is carried out using
the Internet

echo /'ekau/ noun the return of a signal
back to the source from which it was trans-
mitted (NOTE: The plural is echoes.) ®
verb to return a received signal along the
same transmission path (NOTE: echoes -
echoing — echoed)

echo cancellation /'ekau
kensalerf(a)n/ noun a technique used in
high speed modems to remove echo sig-
nals from the line

echo check /'ekau tfek/ noun a proce-
dure in which each character received at a
terminal is returned to the transmitter and
checked to ensure accurate data transmis-
sion

ECL /,i: si: 'el/ noun a high-speed logic
circuit design using the emitters of the
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transistors as output connections to other
stages. Full form emitter coupled logic
ECMA abbr European Computer Manu-
facturers Association

ECMA symbol /i: si: em 'er ,simbal/
noun any one of a standard set of symbols
used to draw flowcharts

ECML /,i: siz: em 'el/ abbr electronic
commerce modelling language
e-commerce /'i: kom3:s/ noun a the
process of buying and selling products on
the Internet. Also called electronic com-
merce

ECP /,i: si: 'pit/ noun a system developed
by Microsoft to improve the performance
and functionality of the parallel printer
port. Full form enhanced communica-
tion port

EDAC /,i: di: er 'sit/ noun a forward error
correction system for data communica-
tions. Full form error detection and cor-
rection

EDC /,i: di: 'sii/ abbrelectronic data cap-
ture

edge /ed3/ noun a side of a flat object
edge board /'ed3 bo:d/ noun a printed
circuit board that has a series of contact
strips along one edge allowing it to be in-
serted into an edge connector

edge card /'‘ed3 kaid/ noun same as
edge board

edge connector /ed3 ka'nekta/ noun
a long connector with a slot containing
metal contacts to allow it to make electri-
cal contact with an edge board

‘Connections to the target board are made via IC test
clips or the edge connector.” [Electronics Today]

edge detection /edz dr'tek[(o)n/
noun an algorithm and routines used in
image recognition to define the edges of an
object

edge notched card /ed3 not [t 'ka:d/
noun a paper card which has punched
holes along an edge to represent data
edge-triggered /ed3 'trigad/ adjective
referring to a process or circuit which is
clocked or synchronised by the changing
level of a clock signal rather than the level
itself

EDI / iz di: 'a1l/ noun a system of sending
orders, paying invoices or transferring
company information over a network or
telephone line using an email system. Full
form electronic data interchange
(NOTE: EDI is often used to send instruc-
tions to pay money direct from one com-

pany to another, or from one bank to a
company.)

edit /'edit/ verb to change, correct and
modify text or programs

edit command /'edit ko,ma:nd/ plural
noun a sequence of characters or keys that
must be pressed to accomplish a function
in an editor

edit decision list /edit di'siz(o)n
Jl1st/ noun a method of editing video in
which the operator defines the points
where he or she would like the video to be
edited and then this list of actions is used
in an on-line edit suite to carry out the edits
automatically. Abbr EDL

editing run /'editig ran/ noun process-
ing carried out to check that new data
meets certain requirements before actually
analysing the data and its information con-
tent

editing term /'editiy t3:m/ plural noun
a command word or instruction sequence
used when editing

edit key /'edit ki:/ noun a key which
starts a function that makes an editor easier
to use O There are several special edit keys
— this one will re-format the text.

editor program /'edito prougrem/
noun a piece of software that allows the
user to select sections of a file and alter,
delete or add to them

edit window /'edit ,windou/ noun the
area of the screen in which the user can
display and edit text or graphics

EDLIN /;i: di: el ar 'en/ noun an MS-
DOS system utility that allows a user to
make changes to a file on a line-by-line ba-
sis

EDO memory /,i: di: ov 'mem(o)ri/
noun memory technology that provides
better performance by being able to find
and read data from a memory location in
one operation. Full form extended data
output memory (NOTE: It can also store
the last piece of data that was saved to
memory in a cache ready to be read back
from memory.)

EDP /,i: di: 'pi:/ noun data processing us-
ing computers and electronic devices. Full
form electronic data processing

EDP capability /i: dir pir keipo
'biliti/ noun the capacity of a word-proc-
essor to carry out certain data processing
functions

EDS /,i: di: 'es/ noun a disk drive using a
removable disk pack as opposed to a fixed
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disk. Full form exchangeable disk stor-
age
EDT abbr electronic depository transfer
EDTV /,i: di: ti: 'vii/ noun an enhance-
ment to the NTSC standard for television
transmission that offers higher definition
and a wide aspect ratio. Full form extend-
ed-definition television (NOTE: EDTV
normally has an aspect ratio of 4:3; if
greater than this it is called EDTV-wide.)
edu suffix used at the end of an Internet
domain name to indicate that the organisa-
tion is an educational institution rather
than a commercial company
edutainment /edju'temnmont/ noun
software that is a cross between entertain-
ment or games software and educational
products
EEMS / iz i: em 'es/ noun a development
of EMS that is a standard method of ex-
panding the main memory fitted into an
IBM PC. Full form enhanced expanded
memory system. ) EMS
EEPROM abbr electrically erasable pro-
grammable read-only memory
EEROM abbr electrically erasable read-
only memory
effective address /1 fektiv o'dres/
noun the address resulting from the modi-
fication of an address
effective instruction /i fektiv
'strakfon/ noun the resulting instruction
executed after the modification of an orig-
inal instruction
effective search speed /1 fektrv
's3it[ ,spiid/ noun the rate of finding a
particular section of information from a
storage device
effective  throughput /1 fektrv
'‘Oruiput/ noun the average throughput of
a processor
EFT /i: ef 'tit/ noun a system in which
computers are used to transmit money to
and from banks. Full form electronic
funds transfer
EFTPOS /,i: ef ti: pi: au 'es/ noun a
terminal at a POS that is linked to a central
computer which automatically transfers
money from the customer’s account to the
shop’s. Full form electronic funds
transfer point-of-sale
‘Alphameric has extended its range specifically for
the hospitality market and has developed an eftpos
package which allows most credit and debit cards to
be processed.” [ Computing]
egg timer /'eg ,tarmas/ noun a computer
icon shaped like an hourglass that appears

on the screen to show that a task is being
performed but is not yet completed
EIA abbr Electronics Industry Associa-
tion
EIA interface /i: ,a1 ,er ,nto'fers/
noun a standard defining interface signals,
transmission rate and power usually used
to connect terminals to modems
EIDE / iz a1 di: 'i:/ noun an enhanced IDE
specification that improves the perform-
ance and data transfer rates to and from a
hard disk drive. Full form extended inte-
grated drive electronics
eight-bit /ert bit/, 8-bit adjective refer-
ring to an outdated small, low cost, low
power home computer in which the CPU
can process eight-bit words
eight-bit byte /e1t bit/, eight-bit octet
/.e1t b1t pk'tet/ noun a byte made up of
eight binary digits
eight-bit octet /et bit ok'tet/ noun
same as eight-bit byte
8-bit sample /et bit 'steendod/ noun
single sample of an analogue signal which
is stored as an 8-bit number, meaning that
it can detect 256 possible levels. © 16-bit
sample, 24-bit sample
eight-inch disk, 8-inch disk noun a
high-capacity floppy disk which is eight
inches in diameter
eight-inch drive, 8-inch drive noun a
disk drive for a eight-inch disk
eighty-column screen, 80-column
screen noun a screen that can display
eighty characters horizontally
eighty-track disk, 80-track disk noun
a disk formatted to contain eighty tracks
EIS /,iz a1 'es/ noun easy-to-use software
providing information to a manager or ex-
ecutive about his or her company. Full
form executive information system
EISA /i: a1 es 'el/ noun a group of PC
manufacturers who formed an association
to promote a 32-bit expansion bus stand-
ard as a rival to the MCA bus standard
from IBM. Full form Electronics Indus-
try Standards Association
COMMENT: The EISA expansion bus standard
is backwards compatible with the older ISA
standard of expansion cards, but also fea-
tures 32-bit data path and allows bus master-
ing.
either-or operation /aido ‘'o:
,ppare1f(9)n/ noun a logical function that
produces a true output if any input is true

either-way operation /aids 'wer
,ppare1f(9)n/ noun data transmission in
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one direction at a time over a bidirectional
channel

elapsed time /1,lepst 'taim/ noun the
time taken by the user to carry out a task on
a computer

elastic banding /1'lestik bendimy/
noun a method of defining the limits of an
image on a computer screen by stretching
a boundary around it

elastic buffer /1 lestik 'bafa/ noun a
buffer size that changes according to de-
mand

electrically alterable programma-
ble read-only memory /1 lektrikli
oitoroB(9)l  prougremab(o)l  rixd
ounli 'mem(d)ri/ noun full form of
EAPROM

electrically alterable read-only
memory /1 lektrikli o:torop(9)l ri:d
LPunli 'mem(d)ri/ noun full form of
EAROM

electrically erasable programma-
ble read-only memory /1 lektrikli 1
reizob(a)l ,prougreemoab(a)l ri:d ,ounli
'mem(a)ri/ noun a ROM storage chip
which can be programmed and erased us-
ing an electrical signal. Abbr EEPROM
electrically erasable read-only
memory /1 lektrikli 1,reizob(s)l ri:d
unli 'mem(d)ri/ noun an EAROM
memory chip whose contents can be pro-
grammed by applying a certain voltage to
a write pin, and can be erased by light or a
reverse voltage. Abbr EEROM
electrical polarity /1,lektrik(o)l pou
'leer1ti/ noun the definition of whether an
electrical signal is positive or negative, in-
dicating whether a point is a source or col-
lector of electrical current (NOTE: Positive
polarity terminals are usually marked
red, negative are black.)

electric charge /r'lektrik tfa:dz/
noun the presence of a number of atoms
that are charged, because of an excess or
deficiency of electrons

electric current /i lektrik 'karont/
noun the mass movement of electric
charge in a conductor

electricity /1 lek'trisiti/ noun an elec-
tric current used to provide light or heat or
power O The electricity was cut off, and
the computers crashed.

electrographic printer n
Jlektrougrefik 'printa/ noun same as
electrostatic printer
electroluminescence /elektrau
Jurmr'nes(o)ns/ noun light emitted from

a phosphor dot when it is struck by an elec-
tron or charged particle
electroluminescent / elektrou,lu:mi
‘nes(o)nt/ adjective capable of emitting
light due to electroluminescence O The
screen coating is electroluminescent.
electroluminescent display /i
Jektrouluimimesont dr'spler/ noun a
flat, lightweight display screen made up of
two pieces of glass covered with a grid of
conductors, separated by a thin layer of
gas which luminesces when a point of the
grid is selected by two electric signals
electroluminescing / elektrou,luimi
'nesiy/ adjective emitting light due to
electroluminescence

electromagnetic /1lektrovmeg
'netik/ adjective generating a magnetic
field or magnetic effect when supplied
with electrical power

electromagnetic interference /i
Jlektroumaegnetik  to'frorons/ noun
full form of EMI

electron beam /1'lek,tron bi:m/ noun
a narrow, focused stream of electrons
moving at high speed in the same direc-
tion, often in a vacuum O The electron
beam draws the image on the inside of a
CRT screen.

electron beam recording /1,lektron
birm r1'ko:dig/ noun full form of EBR
electron gun /i'lek tron gan/ noun a
part of a CRT that produces a beam of
electrons. Also called gun

electronic agenda /elektronik o
'dzends/ noun software that allows a user
to record appointments for each day
electronic blackboard /elektronik
'‘blaekbo:d/ noun a means of transmitting
handwritten text and diagrams over a tele-
phone line

electronic book /elektronik 'buk/
noun same as ebook

electronic commerce /elektronik
'koma3:s/ noun same as e-commerce
electronic data interchange
/,elektronik 'derto ,intotfeindz/ noun
full form of EDI

electronic data processing
/,elektronik 'derta ,prousesin/ noun full
form of EDP

electronic data processing capa-
bility /elektronik ,derto prousesip
kerpa'biliti/ noun the ability of a word-
processor to carry out certain data process-
ing functions
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electronic digital computer sousierf(o)n 'intofers/ noun a standard
/,elektrontk ,didzit(o)l kom'pjuits/  defining interface signals, transmission

noun a digital computer constructed with
electronic components (NOTE: The basic
form uses a CPU, main memory, backing
storage and input/output devices. these
are all implemented with electronic com-
ponents and integrated circuits.)
electronic filing / elektronik 'farlip/
noun a system of storage of documents
which can be easily retrieved

electronic funds transfer
/,elektronik 'fandz  trensfs:/ noun full
form of EFT

electronic funds transfer point-of-
sale /elektronik fandz trensfa:
,pomt av 'se1l/ noun full form of EFT-
POS

electronic mail /eliktronik 'meil/
noun same as email

electronic mailbox /elektronik
'meilboks/ noun a system for storing
messages sent by email until the person to
whom they were sent is ready to read them
O When I log onto the network, I always
check my electronic mailbox for new mes-
sages.

electronic pen /elektronik ‘pen/
noun a light pen or wand. Also called
electronic stylus

electronic point-of-sale
/,elektronik ,pomt ov 'seil/ noun full
form of EPOS

electronic publishing /elektronik
'pablif1y/ noun 1. the use of desktop pub-
lishing packages and laser printers to pro-
duce printed matter 2. the process of using
computers to write and display informa-
tion, as in viewdata

electronic pulse /elektronik 'pals/
noun a short voltage pulse

electronics /elek'troniks/ noun the
application of knowledge of electrons and
their properties to manufactured products
such as computers and telephones O the
electronics industry

electronic shopping /elektronik
'[opin/ noun a system of shopping from
the home, using computerised catalogues
and paying by credit card, by means of a
home computer terminal

electronic signature /elektronik
'signit [9/ noun a piece of text in code, at-
tached to an email, that confirms the iden-
tity of its sender

electronics industry association
interface /elektroniks ,ndostri o

rate and power usually used to connect ter-
minals to modems. Abbr EIA
Electronics Industry Standards
Association /elek,troniks ,indostri
'stendodz o,sousierf(a)n/ noun full
form of EISA

electronic smog / elektronik 'smog/
noun excessive stray electromagnetic
fields and static electricity generated by
large numbers of electronic equipment
(NOTE: This can damage equipment or a
person’s health.)

electronic  stylus  /elektronik
'stailas/ noun same as electronic pen
electronic traffic  /elektronik
'treefik/ noun data transmitted in the form
of electronic pulses

electronic wand / elektronik 'wond/
noun same as electronic pen
electrophotographic /,elektrau
fouto'grefik/ adjective referring to a
printing technique used in many laser
printers in which a laser beam creates an
image on a charged drum (NOTE: The
drum then attracts particles of fine black
toner to the charged areas and transfers
the image to paper which is then passed
near a heater to melt the toner onto the
paper.)

electrosensitive paper i
Jlektrausensitiv 'peipa/ noun metal-
coated printing paper which can display
characters using localised heating with a
special dot-matrix print head
electrosensitive printing N
Jektrousensrttiv 'printiy/ noun printing
using electrosensitive paper
electrostatic /ilektrou'steetik/ adjec-
tive referring to devices using the proper-
ties of static electrical charge
electrostatic printer /1, lektrousteatik
'printd/ noun a type of printer which
forms an image on the paper by charging
certain regions to provide character shapes
and other images and using ink with an op-
posite charge which sticks to the paper
where required. Also called electro-
graphic printer

electrostatic screen 1
lektroustetik 'skritn/ noun a metal
cage surrounding sensitive equipment and
connected to ground to protect it from in-
terference

electrostatic storage n
Jektroustaetik 'stoirrdz/ noun storage of
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data in the form of small electrically
charged regions on a dielectric material
electrothermal printer n
JlektrouB3:mol 'prints/ noun a printer
that uses a printing head with a dot matrix
of heating elements to form characters on
electrosensitive paper

elegant programming /eligont
,prov'greemiy/ noun the writing of well-
structured programs using the minimum
number of instructions

element /'elimant/ noun 1. a small part
of an object which is made up of many
similar parts 2. one number or cell of a ma-
trix or array

elementary /eli'ment(o)ri/ adjective
made of many similar small sections or ob-
jects

elevator /'cliverts/ noun a small, square
indicator displayed within a scroll bar that
indicates where you are within a long doc-
ument or image O The user can scroll
through the image or text by dragging the
elevator up or down the scroll bar.
elimination factor /1limi'neif(o)n
[faekta/ noun the section of data that is not
used during a search

else rule /'els ru:l/ noun a program log-
ical rule used with an IF-THEN instruction
to provide an alternative if the IF-THEN
condition is not met

em /em/ noun a measure equal to the
width of the letter ‘m’ in a particular font
EM /,i: 'em/ abbr end of medium

email /'i: meil/, e-mail noun a system of
sending messages to and receiving mes-
sages from other users on a network. Also
called electronic mail

email-enabled application /,irmeil
m,e1b(a)ld ,@plike1f(a)n/ noun a soft-
ware application, e.g. a word-processor or
spreadsheet, that includes a direct link to
an email application to allow a user to send
the current document as an email (NOTE: In
Microsoft applications, there is a Send
option under the File menu that allows a
user to send the document using email.)
embedded code /imbedid 'koud/
noun sections or routines written in ma-
chine code, inserted into a high-level pro-
gram to speed up or perform a special
function

embedded command /im,bedid ko
'ma:nd/ noun a printer control command,
e.g. one indicating that text should be in
italics, inserted into text and used by a
word-processor when text formatting

embedded computer /im,bedid kom
'pjuitds/ noun a dedicated computer con-
trolling a machine

embedded object /imbedid ab
'dzekt/ noun a feature of Windows OLE
that allows a file or object, e.g. an image,
to be included within another document or
file

embedded system  /im bedid
'sistom/ noun same as embedded com-
puter

embedding /im'bediy/ noun (in Win-
dows) the act of dragging an object and
dropping it into a document or file so that
is included within the document

EMI /;i: em 'a1/ noun corruption of data
due to nearby electrically generated mag-
netic fields. Full form electromagnetic
interference

emitter-coupled logic /imits
kap(9)ld 'Ind31k/ noun full form of ECL
EMM /i: em 'em/ noun a utility that man-
ages the extra expanded memory fitted in
an IBM PC and makes it available for pro-
grams to use. Full form expanded mem-
ory manager

emoticon /i'moutikon/ noun an ar-
rangement of letters and symbols that rep-
resents a particular emotion, e.g. :- for
happiness

‘Smileys, or emoticons, have been around for a long
time: the simplest ones, such as :-), can indicate in a
tense-sounding email or text message that you are
not feeling as angry as you may appear.’
[The Guardian]

emphasis /'emfasis/ noun 1. a filter
that helps cut down the background noise
and so boost a signal 2. a special effects
function in a paint program that will in-
crease the value of a range of colours so
that they appear brighter (NOTE: The plural
is emphases.)

empty medium /empti 'mirdiom/
noun a blank but formatted storage medi-
um that is ready to accept data

empty slot /'empti slot/ noun 1. a
packet of data in a packet-switching LAN
that is carrying no information 2. an un-
used expansion edge connector on a moth-
erboard

EMS /,i: em 'es/ noun a standard in an
IBM PC that defines extra memory added
above the 640 Kb limit of conventional
memory. Full form expanded memory
system (NOTE: This memory can only be
used by specially written programs.)
emulate /'emju lert/ verb to copy or be-
have like something else O Some laser
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printers are able to emulate the more pop-
ular office printers. (NOTE: emulates —
emulating — emulated)
‘...some application programs do not have the right
drivers for a laser printer, so look out for laser print-
ers which are able to emulate the more popular office
printers’ [Publish]
emulation /,emju'leif(a)n/ noun be-
haviour by one computer or printer which
is exactly the same as another and which
allows the same programs to be run and
the same data to be processed
emulation facility / emju'lerf(o)n fo
,s1lrti/ noun a feature of hardware or soft-
ware which emulates another system
*...full communications error checking built into the
software ensures reliable file transfers and a terminal
emulation facility enables a user’s terminal to be
used as if it were a terminal to the remote computer’
[Byte]
emulator /'emjulerta/ noun a piece of
software or hardware that allows a ma-
chine to behave like another

‘...for an authentic retro coding experience, down-
load an emulator and turn your computer into a vir-
tual BBC Micro.” [The Guardian]

emulsion laser storage /1,malf(o)n
'leizo ,stoirid3/ noun a digital storage
technique using a laser to expose light-
sensitive material

en /en/ noun a unit of measure equal to
half the width of an em

enable /in'erb(a)l/ verb to use an elec-
tronic signal to start a process or access a
function on a chip or circuit (NOTE: ena-
bles — enabling — enabled)

enabled /in'erb(a)ld/ adjective referring
to a function or menu item that is available
to the user O If an option on a menu ap-
pears in grey text rather than black, this in-
dicates that these are not enabled and that
you cannot use the option.

enabling signal /in'etblig sign(a)l/
noun a signal that starts a process or al-
lows one to take place

encapsulated /in'kepsjuvlertid/ ad-
jective referring to something contained
within another thing

encapsulated PostScript /m
keepsjulertid 'poustskript/ noun a
PostScript facility providing commands
that describe an image or page contained
within a file that can be placed within a
graphics or DTP program. Abbr EPS
encapsulated PostScript file /mn
keepsjulertid 'poustskript ,farl/ nouna
file that contains encapsulated PostScript
instructions. Abbr EPSF

encapsulation /in'kepsjulerf(a)n/
noun (in a network) a system of sending a
frame of data in one format within a frame
of another format

encipher /in'saifa/ verb to convert
plaintext into a secure coded form by
means of a cipher system O Our competi-
tors cannot understand our files — they
have all been enciphered. Opposite deci-
pher

enclosed object /in klouzd ob'dzekt/
noun a graphic object that is closed on all
sides and so can be filled with a colour or
pattern

encode /in'koud/ verb to apply the rules
of a code to a program or data (NOTE: en-
codes — encoding — encoded)

encoder /in'kouds/ noun a device that
can translate data from one format to an-
other

encoding /in'koudiy/ noun the transla-
tion of a message or text according to a
coding system

encoding format /in'koudip ,formeet/
noun a method of coding data stored on a
magnetic disk to avoid a series of similar
bits

encrypt /in'kript/ verb to convert plain-
text to a secure coded form, using a cipher
system O The encrypted text can be sent
along ordinary telephone lines, and no one
will be able to understand it.
encryption /m'kripfon/ noun the con-
version of plaintext to a secure coded form
by means of a cipher system

end /end/ noun a statement or character
to indicate the last word of a source file
end about carry /end o'baut keri/
noun (in BCD arithmetic) the most signif-
icant digit added into the least significant
place. Also called end around carry
end about shift /end o'bavt | [ift/
noun data movement to the left or right in
a word, in which the bits falling outside the
word boundary are discarded and replaced
with zeros

end around carry /end s'rauvnd
keeri/ noun same as end about carry
end key /'end kii/ noun ( a key on an
IBM PC keyboard that moves the cursor to
the end of the current line

endless loop /‘endlss luip/ noun a
continuous piece of recording tape or
number of computer instructions that are
continuously repeated
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enquiry character

end of address /,end ov o'dres/ noun
a transmitted code which indicates that ad-
dress data has been sent. Abbr EOA

end of block /,end ov 'blok/ noun a
code which shows that the last byte of a
block of data has been sent through a com-
munications link. Abbr EOB

end of data /end ov 'deito/ noun a
code which shows that the end of a stored
data file has been reached. Abbr EOD
end of document /end ov
'dokjumant/ noun same as end of file
end of file /,end av 'fail/ noun a marker
after the last record in a file. Also called
end of document. Abbr EOF

end of job /.end ov 'd3pb/ noun a code
used in batch processing to show that a job
has been finished. Abbr EOJ

end of line /,end ov 'lain/ noun a code
to indicate the end of a line, usually either
a CR or LF character. Abbr EOL

end of medium /end ov 'mi:diom/
noun a code that indicates the end of usa-
ble physical medium. Abbr EM

end of message /end ov 'mesidz/
noun a code used to separate the last char-
acter of one message from the first of an-
other message. Abbr EOM

end of record / .end ov 'reko:d/ noun a
code used to show the end of a record.
Abbr EOR

end of run routines /,end ov 'ran ru:
\titnz/ plural nounroutines carried out be-
fore a program run finishes to perform cer-
tain system housekeeping functions

end of tape /,end ov 'teip/ noun a code
used to indicate the end of a magnetic tape
end of text/,end ov 'tekst/ noun a code
sent after last character of text. Abbr EOT,
ETX

end of transmission /end ov trenz
'mif(a)n/ noun a sequence of characters
indicating that all the data from a terminal
or peripheral has been transmitted. Abbr
EOT

end product /end 'prodakt/ noun a
product made at the end of a production
process

end system /end 'sistom/ noun a serv-
er or host computer connected to the Inter-
net

end system to intermediate sys-
tem /end sistom to ,into'miidiot
,sistam/ noun an OSI protocol standard
that allows host computers to locate a rout-
er. Abbr ES-IS (NOTE: The host comput-

ers constitute the end system and the
router is the intermediate system.)

end user /end 'juiza/ noun a person
who will use the device, program or prod-
uct O The company is creating a computer
with a specific end user in mind.

Energy Star /'enodsi star/ noun a
standard and logo on a monitor, computer
or other electrical device indicating that
the product has been specially designed to
save electricity

engine /‘end3mn/ noun a part of a soft-
ware package that carries out a particular
function O A search engine is the part of a
multimedia title that lets a user search for
text in a multimedia book.

enhanced communication port /in
Jhainst ko,mjuinr'kerf(a)n po:t/ noun
full form of ECP
enhanced-definition television /in
Jhainst  defmif(o)n ,teli'viz(o)n/ noun
full form of EDTV

enhanced dot matrix /in,ha:nst ,dot
'mertriks/ noun a clearer character or
graphics printout using smaller dots and
more dots per inch than standard dot ma-
trix

enhanced expanded memory
specification /in,ha:nst 1k,spendid
'mem(d)ri spesifikerf(a)n/ noun full
form of EEMS

enhanced keyboard /inha:nst
'kirbo:d/ noun an IBM PC keyboard with
101 or 102 keys and a row of 12 function
keys arranged along the top of the key-
board, with a separate numeric keypad on
the right

enhanced parallel port /inhanst
'paeralel ,po:t/ noun full form of EPP
enhanced small device interface
/in,hainst smo:l di'vais ,mtofers/ noun
full form of ESDI

enhancement /in'harnsmant/ noun an
add-on facility which improves the output
or performance of equipment

enhancer /in'ha:nss/ noun a device or
software which enhances a process or
product

ENQ abbrenquiry

enquiry /m'kwairi/ noun a request for
data or information from a device or data-
base

enquiry character  /in'kwarri
[keerikta/ noun a special control code that
is a request for identification or status or
data from a device
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enter /'enta/ verb to type in information
on a terminal or keyboard
entering /'entorry/ noun the act of typ-
ing in data or writing items in a record
enter key /'ents ki:/ noun a key pressed
to indicate the end of an input or line of
text
enterprise  network /entopraiz
.netw3:k/ noun a network which connects
all the workstations or terminals or com-
puters in a company (NOTE: It can be with-
in one building or link several buildings in
different countries.)
enterprise software /‘entopraiz
,spftwea/ noun computer software that is
designed to integrate and automate all of a
company’s functions
entity /'entiti/ noun a subject to which
the data stored in a file or database refers
(NOTE: The plural is entities.)
entry /'entri/ noun a single record or data
about one action or object in a database or
library (NOTE: The plural is entries.)
entry condition /'entri kon,dif(o)n/
noun a condition that must be satisfied be-
fore a routine can be entered
entry instruction /,entri in'strakfon/
noun the first instruction executed in a
called subroutine
entry point /‘entri pomnt/ noun the ad-
dress from which a program or subroutine
is to be executed
entry time /'entri tarm/ noun a point in
time when a program or job or batch will
be executed by the operating system
scheduler
enumerated type /r'njurmorertd
tarp/ noun data storage or classification
using numbers to represent chosen con-
venient labels
COMMENT: If ‘man’, ‘horse’, ‘dog’, ‘cat’ are the
items of data, stored by the machine simply as
0, 1, 2, 3, they can still be referred to in the
program as man, horse etc. to make it easier
for the user to recognise them.
enumeration /1,njuims'rerf(9)n/ noun
a method of identifying resources or ob-
jects using a unique number
envelope /'envalaup/ noun 1. a trans-
mitted packet of data containing error-de-
tection and control information 2. (in mul-
timedia) the shape of the decay curve of a
sound 3. (in email) the data which con-
tains a mail message with the destination
address information
envelope feeder /‘envoloup fi:do/
noun a special add-on to a printer used to

print on an envelope instead of a sheet of
paper

envelope printer /'envaloup ,printa/
noun a special printer used to print the ad-
dress on an envelope

environment /in'varronmont/ noun 1.
the condition in a computer system of all
the registers and memory locations 2. the
imaginary space in which a user works
when using a computer. This can be
changed to suit the user’s needs — by defin-
ing its characteristics such as colour or
wallpaper and by setting up a printer, key-
board and fonts.

environment space /in'varronmont
speis/ noun the amount of memory free to
be used by a program

environment variable /In
'varronmoant ,veariab(a)l/ noun a varia-
ble set by the system or by a user at the
system command line which can be used
by any program

EOA abbrend of address

EOB abbrend of block

EOD abbrend of data

EOF abbrend of file

EOJ abbrend of job

EOL abbrend of line

EOM abbrend of message

EOR abbrend of record

EOT abbrend of text

EPOS /'i:pps/ noun a system that uses a
computer terminal at a point-of-sale site
for electronic funds transfer or stock con-
trol as well as matters such as product
identification. Full form electronic
point-of-sale

EPP /,i: pi: 'pi:/ noun a standard that de-
fines the way data can be transferred at
high speed through a parallel port connec-
tor. Full form enhanced parallel port
EPROM /,i: 'pi: ,rom/ abbrerasable pro-
grammable read-only memory

EPS abbrencapsulated PostScript
EPSF abbr encapsulated PostScript file
equality /1'kwoliti/ noun a logical func-
tion whose output is true if either of two
inputs is true, and false if both inputs are
the same (NOTE: The plural is equalities.)
equipment failure /i'’kwipmont
feiljo/ noun a hardware fault, rather than
a software fault

equivalence /t'kwivalons/ noun a log-
ical operation that is true if all the inputs
are the same
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COMMENT: Output is 1 if both inputs are 1 or if
both are 0; if the two inputs are different, the
output is 0.
equivalence function /r'kwivalans
'fagkfon/ noun 1. an AND function 2. a
logical function whose output is true if
both inputs are the same » also called
equivalence operation
equivalence gate /i'kwivslons gert/
noun a gate which performs an equiva-
lence function
erasable memory /i reizob(a)l
'mem(a)ri/ noun same as erasable stor-
age
erasable programmable read-only
memory /1,re1zab(a)l
,prougreemab(a)l rird ,aunli 'mem(a)ri/
noun a read-only memory chip which can
be programmed by a voltage applied to a
write pin and data applied to its output
pins, usually erasable with ultraviolet
light. Abbr EPROM

erasable read-only memory /1
rerzob(d)l ri:d ,ounli 'mem(a)ri/ noun
full form of EROM

erasable  storage /i reizob(o)l
'stoiridz/ noun 1. a storage medium
which can be reused 2. temporary storage
» also called erasable memory

erase /1'reiz/ verb 1. to set all the digits
in a storage area to zero 2. to remove any
signal from a magnetic medium (NOTE:
erases — erasing — erased) B noun same
as eraser tool

erase character /i'reiz  kerikto/
noun a character which means ‘do noth-
ing’

erase head /i'reiz hed/ noun a small
magnet that clears a magnetic tape or disk
of recorded signals

eraser /1're1zo/ noun a device that erases
the contents of something, e.g. a device us-
ing UV light to erase an EPROM

eraser tool /i'reizo tu:l/ noun (in a
graphics program) function that allows ar-
eas of an image to be erased, or set to the
background colour. Also called erase

EROM /'i: rom/ noun full form erasable
read-only memory. same as EAROM

error /'era/ noun a mistake due to a hu-
man operator O He made an error in cal-
culating the total. O in error, by error by
mistake
‘...syntax errors, like omitting a bracket, will pro-
duce an error message from the compiler’
[Personal Computer World]

error ambiguity /ero ,@mbr'gjuiti/
noun an error due to an incorrect selection
from ambiguous data

error box /'era boks/ noun a dialog box
displayed with a message alerting the user
that an error has occurred

error burst /'ers ba:st/ noun a group of
several consecutive errors in a transmis-
sion

error checking code /'ero tfekip
koud/ noun a code that detects or corrects
errors

error code /'era koud/ noun a code that
indicates that a particular type of error has
occurred

error condition /'ero kon,dif(o)n/
noun a state that is entered if an attempt is
made to operate on data containing errors
error control /'ers kon,troul/ noun the
use of routines which ensure that errors are
minimised and any errors that occur are
detected and dealt with rapidly

error correcting code /'era ko
rektig koud/ noun a coding system that
allows bit errors occurring during trans-
mission to be rapidly corrected by logical
deduction methods rather than retransmis-
sion

error correction /'ero korek[(o)n/
noun hardware or software that can detect
and correct an error in a transmission
error detecting code /'ero di tekty
koud/ noun a coding system that allows
bit errors occurring during transmission to
be detected, but is not complex enough to
correct them

error detection /'ero ditek[(o)n/
noun the process of using special hard-
ware or software to detect errors in a data
entry or transmission, then usually to ask
for retransmission

error detection and correction
/,era ditekfon an ko'rekfon/ noun full
form of EDAC

error diagnosis /'ero ,darognousis/
noun the process of finding the cause of an
error

error diagnostics /'era
,darognostiks/ noun information and
system messages displayed when an error
is detected to help a user debug and correct
1t

error handler /'ero ,handlo/ noun a
software routine that controls and reports
on an error when it occurs

error handling /'ero \handlin/ noun
same as exception handling
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error interrupt /'ero ,intorapt/ plural
noun an interrupt signal sent because of an
error in hardware or software

error logging /‘era \logmy/ noun the
process of recording errors that have oc-
curred O Features of the program include
error logging.

error management /'era
.manidzmant/ noun same as exception
handling

error message /'ero ;mesidz/ noun a
report displayed to the user saying that an
error has occurred

error propagation 'era
.propagei(a)n/ nouna situation in which
one error causes another

error rate /'era rert/ noun 1. the number
of errors that occur within a certain time 2.
the number of corrupt bits of data in rela-
tion to the total transmission length

error recovery /'era r1,kav(a)ri/ noun
software or hardware which can continue
to run after an error has occurred

error routine /'era ru:ti:n/ noun a
short routine within a main program that
handles any errors when they occur
error trapping /'ers trepig/ noun the
process of detecting and correcting errors
before they cause any problems

ESC /i'skeip/ noun same as escape
character

escape character /i'skeip  kerikto/
noun a character used to represent an es-
cape code. Also called ESC

escape code /i'skerp koud/ noun a
transmitted code sequence which informs
the receiver that all following characters
represent control actions. Also called ESC
escape key /1'skeip kii/ noun a key on
a keyboard which allows the user to enter
escape codes to control the computer’s ba-
sic modes or actions. Also called ESC,
Esc key

escapement/1'skerpmont/ nouna p