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Introduction

What is Active Grammar?

Active Grammar is a grammar reference and practice series for secondary students
and university students. It is divided into three levels, corresponding to the levels
of The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEF). Level 1
corresponds to A1-A2, Level 2 to B1-B2, and Level 3 to C1-C2. The books give
comprehensive coverage of grammar at each level, while also covering reading,
composition and discussion. The books are suitable for students who are
preparing for Cambridge ESOL exams.

How are the books organised?

Each unit includes

« ashort presentation text which shows the grammar in context and provides
authentic content in areas such as geography, history, social studies and science.

« easy-to-understand grammar explanations with plenty of examples.

o Tip boxes which highlight common errors or other interesting facts about the
grammar.

« graded grammar practice exercises, many of which are in the style of
Cambridge ESOL exams, aimed at building students’ confidence.

o a My Turn activity, where students can actively apply the grammar to their own
experiences, opinions and personal preferences.

+ a My Test section which allows students to check their understanding of key
points.

Also included in the book

« regular Review units which provide contrastive practice of previous units.

o an Answer key.

o the Appendices, which include a Glossary with definitions for all highlighted
words in the units.

The CD-ROM includes
o extra activities for all the grammar covered in the book.
o printable progress tests.

How do I use the book?

You can work through the book unit by unit from Unit 1. Alternatively, you can
use any unit or group of units separately if you want to focus on a particular area
of grammar.

The book can be used for self-study, or in the classroom. For teachers, a
comprehensive online teacher’s guide gives practical tips on how to use the
material in class.

www.cambridge.org/elt/activegrammar
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Word class and word order
In the world today

In the world today, people speak around z, 7 ﬂ 0 different languages.

More than 750 million people use the English language.
But only about 5 U million people speak it as a first language.

About 8 a 5 million people speak Chinese as their first language.
About 8 070 of the information on the world’s computers is in English.

There are 2 B letters in the English alphabet. The sentence
The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog uses all 26 letters.

? Underline the correct option: English is the first language of around 350 /750 /885 million people in the world.

0S¢ 4omsuy

Word class and word order

1 Anoun can be singular (e.g. world) or plural (e.g. 5 Averb can refer to the past, present or future.
computers, people). Examples of verbs are:
Examples of nouns are: speak, jump (actions)
man, girl (people) be, like, stay (states)
fox (animals)
computer, letter, language (things) 6 An adverb can describe a verb, an adjective or a whole
world (places) sentence. Examples of adverbs are:
success (qualities) carefully, slowly (adverbs that describe a verb)
very, extremely (adverbs that describe adjectives)
2 Apronoun can replace a noun. however, sometimes, luckily (adverbs that describe
Examples of pronouns are: sentences)

I, me, you, she, him, it, we, them
7 A sentence usually contains a subject (S) and a verb (V).

3 Anadjective describes a noun. He (S) won (V).
Examples of adjectives are: Williams (S) was (V) the winner.
quick, brown, first, different, good Our team (S) is playing (V) in the big stadium.
4 Adjectives usually come before the noun. 8 Many sentences contain an object (O). In these
a first language NOT a-languagefirst sentences the word order is SVO.

She (S) won (V) the race (O).
Adjectives have no plural form.

different languages NOT differents-languages 9 Adverbs which describe a verb usually come at the end
of a sentence.

My brother speaks English quickly.


http://www.cambridge.org/9780521732512
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Practice

A Find examples of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives

and adverbs in the following sentences and write them
below.

The alphabet has 26 letters.

750,000,000 people use the language.

It has five vowels: a, e, i, 0 and u.

The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.
5 He studied the new words very carefully.

A OWNR

Pronouns: ... . .
AJECEIVES:
Verbs: has,
AAVEIDS: e

What is the subject in each of the sentences in
Exercise A?

1 . the alphabet 2
3 B
5 .

Complete the sentences with an appropriate word.
Use the part of speech in brackets.

1 Hesa.... Mppg .......... child — he’s always smiling.
(adjective)

2 loves her. (pronoun)

3 She i to the pool every Saturday. (verb)

4 Canyouspeakmore ... ? | can’t understand
you. (adverb)

5 They'rebothvery ... and thin. (adjective)

6 Luckily, the weatheris ... good. It has been
sunny all week. (adverb)

7 Istudyatschool.'ma ... .(noun)

8 Myteacher ... really good stories. (verb)

9 Theyworkatthe ..............Theyrenurses.(noun)

10 My cousins liveinBrazil. ... speak

Portuguese. (pronoun)

D Make sentences by putting the words in the correct order.

1 walks/he/quickly ... .t e walks quickly,
we /speak /Russian ...
a/woman /strange /is/she ...
very badly /drives /myaunt ...
they /live /inthisstreet ...
he / two brothers /has .. .
the dog /mysandwich/ate ... ...
we /film/the /new /saw ...

ONOOUL A WN

Use the words in the box to complete the table below.

adjectives  adverbs neuns pronouns  verbs

1 ] ... houns bee country game giraffe
leaves man moon
Morocco pizza spider
station tennismatch woman

2 | | they we

3 | beautiful crazy purple
small stripy tall ugly
wonderful young

4 | ... |be dance eat go have
watch win

5 angrily happily quickly
quietly sadly slowly

Now use the words from the table to
make ten or more sentences and write
them in your notebook. Use the verb in
any appropriate tense. Your sentences
must be correct but they can be crazy!

Example: The tall man ate his piz2a slowly,

____________________________ A
| Circle the correct option. I
| 1 Mysisterand | love computer games. ............. all thetime. a Weplaythem b Themplaywe ¢ Play we them I
I 2 My uncle speaks four ... . a different languages b languages differents ¢ differents languages I
3 My mother is Spanish and my father is Japanese,but ... . both speak Englishwithme. a we b them ¢ they
I' 4 |like the book and my friend likes ... too. a book b him «cit I
I 5 Cat,rabbit,dogand snakeare . . a adverbs b nouns ¢ pronouns I
L o e o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e = = J

qG o I¢ BZ BT :SIOMSUE j159] AW
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Are you my son?

Be

1 Use beto give and ask
for information.
I'm Tom.
The story isn’t true.
Is he in England?

2 Use be with ages.
Two boys are 15 years
old.

3 Use be and a/an with
jobs.
She’s a teacher.

4 Use be to describe the
weather.
It’s cold.

5 Use beto talk about
time and place.
It’s six o’clock.
Edward is in London.

The Prince ang the Pauper
(1881) is a book by Mark
Twain. The book is aboyt
two boys, Tom and Edward
They are 15 years old byt .

their lives are very different

Tomiis a poor boy but

Edward js 5 prince. They
change places by mistake
o Edward js 3 poor boy
al.1d Tomiis a prince. The old
King, Henry VIl is not well
but he is Edward’s father
and he wants to know
the truth .

6 Thereis afull formand a
short form.
lam = I'm.

In conversation, the
short form is more
common.

‘They’re not my clothes.’

In writing, the short

form is used mainly with

pronouns, not nouns.
The old King is not well,
he’s sick.

p See Units 25 and 32
for more information
on be in questions.

He / She / Itis (s)

statement v/ negative X
I am ('m) | am not ('m not)
You /We / They are (re) You /We / They are not

(aren’t /’re not)

He / She /It is not (isn’t /s not)

question ?

short answer v X

-—

Aml..?

Are you / we / they ..?

Ishe /she/it..?

Yes, | am.
No, | am not ('m not).

Yes, (they) are.
No, (they) are not
(aren’t /’re not).

Yes, (he) is.
No, (he) is not (isn’t /’s not).

\P

English sentences normally need a subject.

It is cold. NOT 4s—cold:
| am sure. NOT Am-sure
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Practice

A Underline the correct option. 3 your mother / the Queen?
: ?
1 |be/am/is twelve years old. Tom: . N N .
. Edward:. ..
2 They be/am/arein the garden.
. . 4 we /brothers?
3 Itam/is/are six o’clock.
: . TOM: ?
4 You be/is/are a dentist. .
. . . Edward: ... .l don’t have a
5 lam/is/areinthe station.
. brother.
6 Itam/is/arevery hot. i
. ) 5 your sisters / here?
7 Mysister am /is /are at work. Tom: 5
8 | be/am /are hungry. OM: e .
. Edward: . They're in France.
9 We am/is/are students. 6 o
10 The book be /is /are about tigers. you / very rich?
TOM: ?
B Complete the sentences from stories with the present .Edward:...;. ...................................................................... .
. . . 7 it/ cold /in your house?
simple of be. Some are negatives or questions. Torm: 5
1 The poor boy has no coat. He ... cold. Edward: ..o . It’s always warm.
2 We are the three bears.We................in the woods. 8 | /your friend?
3 Cinderellais running home. It ... 12 o’clock. T O, e ?
4 Tweedledum and Tweedledee have the same parents. Edward: ... . I like you.
They ... brothers.
5 The monster has avery ugly face.He ...
handsome.
6 The wicked queen is asking her mirror: ... |
beautiful? Use the verb be to make these sentences true for you.
7 Achilles and Hector fight. They .. friends. 1 My mobile phone ... st new.
8 Robinson Crusoe has no friends on the island. 2 Today .. Monday.
----------------------------- he unhappy? 3 Coffee ... myfavourite drink.
) ) ) 4 | a good cook.
C Complete this book review of The Prince and the Pauper 5 Myeyes blue.
with the present simple of be. 6 It ... warm today.
The Prince and the Pauper*....15..... a very good book. | 7 Myshoes ... clean
2o 11 yearsold and | 3not) . very interested e athome. .
in history but | really like this book. Mark Twain* ... 9 History books ................ interesting.
a great writer. It °(not) ... atrue story but the L hext to the door.
characters® ... very realistic. The story “(not) ...
difficult. 1t ... easy to understand and enjoy the

book. Tom°.............. a simple English boy. His family are
poor and they ' always hungry. Edward *}{(not)

poor because he ... a prince. The boys I Circle the correct option.
........ very different but at the end of the book they I 1 TomandEdward ...
.................... friends. There are many films of the book too I a have 15years b is 15 years old
but they **(not) .. very good - the book is the best! | carelSyearsold
, . . . 2 Paul .o doctor.
D Make Tom’s questions, using the words given and be. | aisnta b arent c isn't
Then make Edward’s replies with short answers using be. I 3 A:What'sthetime? B: ... 11 o’clock.
1 you/prince? I als blt clts
Tom: oo fire you @ princel | 4 A‘Areyoumyson? B:No, ... ..
Edward: ... Ves,lam. ... a 'mnot b lamn't ¢ lam
2 King Henry / your father? Fs A today? B:No,itisn’t. It's warm.
O ? I alscold b lsitcold c Itcold
EAWaArd: o . R A o R S AR

qS ep OE BZ O :SIOMSUE 353 AW
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Present simple 1: statements

Maybe you know her.

-

There’s a new girl at school,
Maybe you know her.

She has beautify| black hair down to her waist

Her big, brown €yes are pools of chocolate,

Lo e

=

The new girl's na
think she’s 15. S

day. We
me is Layla. My sister and 1 see her every day

f our
i ts on the corner o
jves in the apartmen : |
" llr:’e library after school. 1 hope she is happy
er. Her mum

to
street. She goes o togeth
Layla has a young brother They ‘V\';‘\‘; 2:22 oo Egyot. 1 don't
our school. : o Cairo.
works as ahcle;;\\if;;ypt‘ My dad says that it never rains |
know much a

? True or False? Layla lives in Egypt.

98|e Lsmsuy

Present simple 1: statements

1 Use the present simple for: 3 Spelling of the final -s:
- things that are always or usually true With most verbs, just add -s after the verb.
It never rains in Cairo. think = he thinks
- regular or repeated events After verbs which end -o, -ch, -sh, -ss, -x, add -es.
They walk to school together. go =» she goes
— states, with verbs such as feel, hate, know, like, Cati]h e :e catc:es
look, love, prefer, think, understand, want. P u.s 2 i ¢ p ushes
We think she’s 15. Maybe you know her. miss = ILmisses

fix =» she fixes

2 Use the infinitive without to with I, you, we and they.

When the verb ends in consonant + -y, drop the -y and
Add -s with he, she and it.

add -ies.
fly =» the bird flies

But add -s when the verb ends in vowel + -y.

statement v/

| /You /We / They think play = he plays
He /She /It thinks enjoy =» she enjoys
Irregular forms:
have = he has
TIP

In the present simple, the verb
only changes with he, she or it.
So remember ...

A sssssssnake never sleepsssssssss.

» See page 182 for more spelling rules.
10
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