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AmE 

approving 
BrE 

disapproving 

figurative 

formal 

humorous 

informal 

less formal 

less frequent 

literary 

mow formal 

old-fashioned 

rare 
slang 

spoken 

tabm 

written 

describes verb, expressions, spellings and pronunciations used in 
American English and not in 8ritish English, for example k t  onsb, 
blimp outlup, duke it out. 
verbs show that you feel approval or admiration. 
dtxribes verbs, expressions, spellings and pronunciations that are 
mainly used in British English and not in American English, for 
example beaver away (at sth), doss down, put (the clock) h c k .  
verbs show that you feel disapprowl or contempt, for example 
dumb sth down, flash sth about. 
a figurative example is one in which language is used in a Ron- 
literal or metaphorical way, as in His anger b l a d  up (= suddenly 
became very strong) unmntrollobly. 
verbs are usually only used in serious or official language and 
would not be appropriate in normal everyday conversation. 
Examples are abide by sth, embark on/trpon sth, viefor sth. 
expressions are intended to be funny, for example toddle off and 
Wete rounded up some g d  speakers for the conference. 
verb5 are used between friends or in a relaxed or unofficial 
situation. They are not appropriate lor formal situations. Examples 
are bang on about sth, kick back, tuck into 5th. 
synonyms are verbs that have a similar meaning to the main 
phrasal verb, but are used in less official situations or are more 
common in normal everyday conversation. 
verbs or grammar patterns are not used as often as the main 
phrasal verb or the other grammar patterns given. 
verbs are used mainly in literature and imaginative writing. 
Examples are yearn forsb/sth, eke out 5th. 
verbs have a similar meaning to the main phrasal verb, but are 
usually used in more serious or official situations, or in a less 
casual way. 
verbs are passing out of current use, for example, buck up, god 
aboutloround, run along. 
verbs or grammar patterns are not commonly used. 
is very informal language, mainly used in speaking and sometimes 
restricted to a particular group of people, for example people of the 
same age or those who have similar interests or do the same job. 
Examples are want in, wont into sth, juice 5th up. 
verbs are used mainly in informal conversations, for example Teak 
up! chuck 5th out. 
verbs and expressions are likely to be thought by many people to 
be obscene or shocking and you should avoid using them. 
verbs are used mainly in written language, for example abound 
inlwith sih, spring from 5th. 

Information in the dictionary is given In entries, arranged En the alphabetical order 
of the key words and then in the alphabetical order of the particles. 

Main parts of an entry 
- ,,,, L-+. - 4 7  ,. . :'eyTT-1.- - PJ* 1 * > ~ - n V v I > -  

blow mlau: AmE blouf (blew /blu:lblor 
and irregular forms. Iblwn; AmE blcunl) 

r I 
,blo I Phrasal verb, The main < ca w a'way: ,I 

rried away 1 
eath: to ma 
~t m r l y  bIec 

blow sth 1 
~y the force I 
.e in thls wa 
uuway'od.  -. . . 

t'way to be 
$ the wind 1 

y: It luas so 
sudden bmz  ., , 

moved or 
or by sws 

forms of the verb + particle br windy the 
e blew his 

neurswpr awuw. o sne mew awav cne oust on the 
lid. ( Definition. The meanings of I\ & ,,,&. v +  nlpmn + adv r 

y I (iqforrm . . -  
u v+aak+n 

12) to impres 
.. .. <L*. -.-. 
Ir 2 (A&, 
Mitchell bCw 

the verb. 
-- 

Ucamples (in italic type). -- 

Grammar patterns to show 
how the verb is used. 

informad, 
8 o m y  the 

1 ) e i w  sb a'- s sb a lot; 
to surprise or Dlease SD. r saw raw uruy last ymr 
and it jwt bl 
sport) to dele: 

other runnprs 
6 v+nlpron*a 

Further information in an entry 

:h 
bv+a& 

stand ou 
>ticeable in 
,-' 

- --.- - - <". . ,* -.,< ,- TN7,- m- - *-*.q,.v, A*. , 

Special symbols show . 
synonyms and opposites. 

Information on prepositions 

t like a so 
an urfpleas: 
..d *.., :;LA " 

frequently used with the . 
verb. 

re thumb t~ 
mt way: Dr 
*- ,h.....h 

fmm the resz of the g m p .  IEEj sNek out 2 
(adfrom sbtsth) to be much better or more 
a r t a n t  than other people or things: This 

aridingly thi 

ut ogoinst 
then give 
. .- 

o be very 
vssed like 

sblsih) to  o p p m  or rehse to accept sththat you 
belleve is wrong Parents often stand o8 
rroublasome behnviour for some tune, 
ira. EZ) stick out L r  sth; hold out agalnsvror 
st 

8 

rtslanding 
very obvi- 
of earth's 
vrk, prob- 

Idiom related to the verb. 

Derivative adjective related 
to the verb. 1 

n3 
nt 
thrai, yvu  I* >w*u v u r  * m e  u wr * rr6urr .u  

b out'standing udj 1 excellent: an OL 

outslQndm~ feclfllres.. 3 {of payment, w 
Information on grammar -' lems. etc.) not yet paid, done, solved, etc: w rewv  
and usge. outstanding &bbs o I don't haw any ur 

outstanding. 
b ouCstandingly udu 1 used to empkasue the 
good qual~ty of sth: 01LtSlalLdingiy CYUI@USUC- 
cessfuf 2 exawnely well: Owen has p h y d  out. 
st 
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1 What is in the dictionary? 
3n th~s dictionary we ~nclude several different types of verbs that are used with 
adverbs or prepositions, (often called 'particles'). 

a Idiomatic wrb + partide combinations. Sometimes when you meet combinations 
of verb and particle, it is impossible to guess the meaning in the context from the 
meaning of the verb and the meaning of the particle. Examples of these arefall 
t h e  (meaning 'not happen') and put up with m w l d y  (meaning 'accept 
mmebdy who is annoying without complaining*). There is often a single-word verb 
with the same meaning. For example, instead of 'The meeting was put off until the 
n m  day', we could say 'The meeting was postpond until the n a t  dday: Single-word 
verbs, howewr. may be more formal than the phrasal verb, or used in slightly 
different contexts. 

b Verbs which are always followed by a particular partide. Examplw of these are 
rely on, crop up, abide by. These cannot be used wfthout the partide. 

c Verbs that are followed by a particle in a particular meaning. These verbs can 
be used on their own without a particle. but haw a different meaning when they 
are used with one. Brush 5th up is an example of a verb like this. Brush sth can 
be used on its own meaning 'clean, polish or moke 5th smooth'. Brush 5th up 
means 'study or practise 5th tog& bock the skifl or know!dge that you hod in the 
post': You should brush up your French bqfore you go to tofaflce. Other examples 
are d / W  ofj, gmw/grow up, walkhulk out. 
Many very common verbs fall into this group. Look, for example, can be used 
with several different particles, and it has a special meaning with each one that is 
different from look on its own. rook up the word in yourdictionary. o I'm really 
lmkingfomnrd to the trip. o h k  cut! There? a car coming. 
Some more formal verbs also fall into this group. For example you can 'jbrmish a 
room', that is, put furniture in it, but if you 'frrmish mmcbody with so#~tAing' you 
are giving them some useful infomation. 

d Verbs with a partide, where the particle adds to, but does not change, the 
basic meaning of the verb. The particle often adds something to the meaning, 
such as completeness. For example, you a n  say '/'//finish my work and then I'llgo 
out' or '!'//finish ofJ my wd- and then I'N go out.Wnish 08 emphasizes that you are 
completing your work. Another wimple is wuke/wke up. You e n  either ray 
'I wke  ot 6.30' or 'I w k e  up at 6.30.' Woke up is much more common than w k . ,  
which is used more in formal or written English. Other examples are spreud/sprmd 
wt, fadelfodemay, ,slonelslmreaway. You will find more information about the 
meaning of the particles in the Guide to the Partides at the back of the dictionary. 

e Verbs plus particles whew each has their normal meaning. Phaw bock 
(meaning 'telephonesb again') is an example of a verb like this. The meaning of 
phone back can be worked out from the meaning of phone and back. Verbs of 
this type have been included in the dictionary where the corn bination of wrb  

vi 

and particle are very common, or where there is wmething unusual or interesting 
about the verb. For example, phone bock can mean two slightly different thingr 
('telephone somebody who has called you: or 'telephone sb for a second time J; 
pin 5th ~p means 'fasten something to a wall with pins: but there is also a noun 
pin-up, meaning 'a picture of an ottr~ctive person designed to be put up on a wall 
for people to look at ', or 'the person who appeon in o picture like tho t'. 

bll these types of verbs can cause problemsfor learners, and so they have been 
included in this dictionary. 

2 Particles 
These are the particles used with phrasal verbs in this dictionary, The "shows you 
which are the most common. You will find more information about those particles 
in the Guide to Particles at the back of the dictionary. 

- Ip*l - ---v> <,"- .. . - w,---- ~=-~ . -v -v-37+~,"~*  + w#*~.v-~--, mF3---7" ---- r----l#wmL 

abmrk *about above across ahar agdnrt ahead a h e t l w F  
dong 
back 
forward 

among 
before 
from 

*out of --. -. 

under 

aparl * 
behind 

*in 

around 
between 
into 
onsl ' ,- - 

upon "with w 

side *a 
own *6 
A '0 

~rouah *t 
ithout 

t *  OW1 

or for 
'R on! 
D t 0 fl 

3 Long verbs 
Some verbs, such as mme, go, put and take are used with many different particles. 
In these cases you will find literal meaning of the verb plus particle included for 
completeness. These rneaningr can also help you understand the idiomatic uses of the 
verb plus particle. For example, at run around, you will find the literal meaning 'run in 
difJereent directions' (It's a lovely pork fo run around in) as well as the idiomatic meaning 
'move vwy quickly from place to place, being very busy' (I've been running around all 
day trying to organize the meeting.). 
At the keginning of many of these verbs you will find a menu box with a list of all the 
particles that can be used with the verb, in the order they appear in the dictionary. 

These verbs are: 
-< .---- 
break 
go 
moke 

orlng 1 

hanu I 
move I 

live 
run 

sat sn 510RO Slay STlCK lWMW uuln throw lu~m, 

roll t c  

hold kl 
pas pl . I .. 

)me rut 
sap kit 
lay pul 
... . -a!. 

do 
k knorl 
II push 
.I. &*I.- 

fnll 
k lie 

P"' 
llll. 

give 
look 
send 
4m.m 

It is also possible to add many different particles to verbs of movement to create 
hulti-word' verbs with literal meanings. For example, we can use the verb w l k  in 
these sentences: We walked down the rwd. o He walked up to me and ask& me for 
a light o We sang as we walked along. o Walk amss the r o d ,  don't run. These are 
draightfonvard combinations of verb and particles. 



4 finding the verb you want 
lke phrasal verbs are arranged in the diaionary under their key verbs (for example. 
giw, move, sit) and then in alphabetical order of the particles. Within each panicle you 
will first find the verb + particle, with no object. Then there are meanings of the verb 
that mn be used both without an object and with an object After that, there are 
meaning of the verb used only with an object. first verbs with people as objects (sb), 
then verbs that a n  have people or things (sblsth) and then verbs with only thin@ as 
objects (sth). Verbs with itself, yourserf, etc. come at the end of those, and verbs that are 
only used in passive forms will be last. For example: 

TvGzF=-- .- 7i'zlx=----- 
9" p-+y--G- % w-,*-- 

give sb up break sb/sth in put 5th ou 
give sth up break sth in put yourst 
give yourself up brwk into sth be put oui 

1 The phrasal verb 
The arrangement of the verbs in the dictionary will tell you whether they o n  be used 
without an object, (INTWNZITIVE), with an object (TRANSITIVE) -.- ." -- ,----Tw*- .--*- or both with and without an object. "IbkBk ,Znr if a vehicle, etc, breaks down, it 
Lmk at the beginning of the entry stops working because of a fault:  he washing 
for h k  down: machine has broken down aguin. o We (= our mi-) 

bmke down t w k  on the m y  home. 2 if talks, 

This shows you that in this meaning break down is an intransitive wrb, used 
without an object: My car bmke down on the way to work this morning. 
Thew arehllo forms of the verb -"-' - - - ' - " -'-----"m 

bum 'down; ,bum sth 'down if a building 
at bum down: burns down, or sb burns it  down, it is destroved 

by fire: The p a l m  burnt down in the heinel&th 
century. o She thracstened to burn the hehorn down. 

This shows you that you can use bum down as a transitive and an intransitive 
verb in this meaning. The definition ",,k;T;;;Ake';b ,upl,;ke';;6u-F,c 
also shows you how to use it. 1 to stop sleeping: to make sb slop sleeping: Horn 
Look at the b i n n i n g  of the entry many timesdws Ihe b a b  woke reup in the nrght70 
for wrrk up. I uslsually wake up early in the s u m r  o You look 

as if you've only just  ken uplo Can you m k e  
me up at 8?o He was woken up by the sound of 

,keep 'I 
place; 
'Keep < 
I'm wo 
A 

This tells you that you can use it as an intransitive verb (What time did yorr wake up 
this morning?), and as a transitive verb with an object (I'll wake you up at 6.30.) or 
with yourself (I must haw shouted -" '-c7- - --- - *,out ;, -- -.Up - R1 

ter a 
so loudly while I was dreaming that ry ing 
1 woke wrf up.) whtle 
At keep out, you will see: 

v v + a d v  + v*adv+prep 

ou t  ,keep 
to remain ou 
aut?. o Pleas 
skim. 

tside: There 
e keep out g 

th to not en 
m a  sign sc 
f the orce 4 

This tells you that in this meaning you can use the verb on its own (Danger! Keep 
... 

Vll l  

out) or as a transitive verb with the adverb + preposition out of, followed by a noun 
or pronoun (Ideep out of my way). 

If the verb can be used with 
""--'v- - -"*Fa""'" """-W"" "" -."'"',' 7"'- 

,msh 'fnh ah; ,rush 'Into dolnn &, .rush 
an -ingform of a verb that follows st ~g sth to do 

it. this is giwn at the beginning: WI ng about ~t I 
da go rushing znro anyto81 

3 'Into doin 
ithout thinki 
I this: Don't 

or decide s t y  
:arehlly; to 

, . . . 
I quickly 
make sb 
la. 0 YOU 

This tells you that all these sentences are possible: Don't rush into anything. o 
Don't rush into leaving your course. o Don't rush me in& making a decision. 

b More information about the grammar of phrasal verbs is given In the section on 
Grammar Patterns (page x) 

2 Common subjects and objects 
At the end of many i f  the verbs, or ad-;ki--?+; ;h;;;-;~;;s;;h 
at the end of a numbed  meaning, wi 
you will f~nd same common subjects wc 

or objects. These show you the type br 

of contexts that the verb is often 
E 

used in, so that you can use it correctly yourself. 
For example, at breok out, you will see: 

u; etc. brea 
luId have go 
nken out. o P 
El war, flre, 

ks out, it s 
l married in 
lfire brokeof 
fighting, m 

tarts sudden 
1939 tT wur 

4ton a ferry)  
w, vlolence 

~ly: They 
, had not 
ateday 

2 ( a h  

Sentences such as Fighting has broken out on the border, Fire hoke out in a 
warehouse. o A furious mw bmke out over the ownership of the painting are 
therefore very common and acceptable in English. 

You can use these subjects and objects to help yau use the verbs in the right context. 

3 Synonyms and opposites. 
When? there are helpful synonyms -w.---., ,----- -- ---.-J--------.---r-..+ 

,pull 'In; ,pull 'Into sth 1 If a win or a bus pulls 
or opposites, these are given in in, It arrives somewhere and stops: The express 

lled in on lir 
(RrKj if a v 
we to the sk 
ml of the bu . - 

ne. o The mo 
ehicIe or a I 

le of the ma 
s. o He puEk .. . 

rch pulIed in, 
Wiver pulls 
d and stop: 1 
d intu Ihe pc 

to boy 27. 
in, they 

Dull in in 
~rking Iot 

alphabetical order, synonyms and p~ 
opposites that are phrasal verbs 2 

mt firsi and then single-word verbs. f, 
These will help you understand D M  ~ u r n ~ o g  zneewm. 
the verb and add to your draw in, draw inta sth 

vocabulary. Information is alx, m purr out, pull out or sth 

given about the formality of the 
synonym or opposite and whether it is British or American. As the contexts that the 
synonyms are used in may not always be exactly the same as the original phmsal 
verb, it is worth looking them up in this dictionaty or another dictionary to be sure 
that you understand them and how they are used. For example, while knock down 
can be used instead of break down in the examples given there, breok down cannot 
always be used instead of knock down. 

J They hod to get the police to breakkllock the door down. J If you don't open up, 
I'm going to knockhmk the door down. J These old houm are going to be hocked 
down. I( These old houses are going lo be broken down. 



4 Notes 
Not6 are given in N o  places. Before * m Y * r .  W <--r--"z- -- - w - y . l l ~ -  I------- 

k'l0ng t5 sb (not used in theprogressiue6ast?s) 
a definition you will find information the property of sb: to be owned bv sb: The 
a bout the tenses or a particular use 
of a phrasal verb: 

k l o n g i  to my cousin. 0 That land belongs 

Notes are also given after the ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ X Y X Y - - ~ - . , r t - r r - r -  

,blaze a'way 1 {at sW&) if m s  or people Maze 
examples where there is a particular away, the guns fire continuously: Thegum k p t  
point of grammar or use to draw .I--.-" , away as the enemy 2 if a fire blazes 
your attention to. This b often 
something about the passive, or 
where the verb without the particle 
can alx, be used with a similar meaning. 

u u r r y  

away, 
-8 
+ v + a  

it burns brig 
laze is used 
bv 

htly 
with the san le meanings. 

5 Grammar patterns of phrasal verbs 
To help you uw the verbs correctly, a simple system of grammar patterns is given 
after each one. Thew shew you how the verb combines with an adverb, a 
preposition, a noun or a pronoun, an infinitive, etc. and the order in which these 
words o n  occur. The short forms used are these: 
? - A  U " 1  " ' y , 3 - . r r r r r r . - ~ , -  .I X I 7 .  -, . * ...mrr- ,Fur .",.n*.-nlu .-a>.-. -9- 7- -. mrr- ,-*-1 

ad - f- 

.-- 
= not 

rerb 
nitive (withot 
erb form end 
a. doinnl 

lmn = nour 
P = prep 
n = pron 
nf = infin . . . . , . . 

= verb 

I or pronoun 
osition 
oun .. . . .  

Frequent patterns 
The following are the most common types of verb patterns used in the dictionary. 

veadv Intransitive verbs, for example: 
break down My cur broke down this morning. 
hang around There was o group of kids hanging omund 

outside. 
sit down Come in and sit down. 

v + PWP These are verbs followed by a preposition. For example: 
rely on sblrth You con rely on me. 
call k r  sb I'll call for you at 8. 
come across sth I came across an interning book in the 

library 

v + adv + prep Some verbs are followed by an adverb and a preposition: 
put up with sblsth How do p u  put up with him? 
settle down to sth Come on children, m l e  down to work now. 
keep out of sth Keep out of the kitchen until I've finished 

cooking. 

v+nlpron+adv v + a d v + n  v+pron+adv 
These three patterns are all used with transitive verbs. In order to be able to use 
these verbs cormly, you need to know where to put the object. The patterns show 
you this. The most frequent patterns come first at each verb 

v+nlpmneadv v+adv+n 
Verbs that can be u w l  with these patterns, where the object can go either W e e n  
the verb and the particle or after the particle, are sometimes called SEPARABLE 
verbs. They are shown in the dictionary as, for example, tear sth up: 

She tore the IeCter up. She tow up the lette~. She tore it up. 

When the object is a long phrase, it usually comes after the particle: She  to^ up a// 
the letters he had sent her. 
When the object is a pronoun, it must come between the verb and the particle. 

v + adv + R v + pron + adv 
With some phrasal verbs the object can only come between the verb and the 
particle when it is a pronoun. A noun must follow the particle. They are given in the 
dictionary as, for example, fight back sth: fight itlthem back 
fight back sth I tried to fight back my tears. 
fight itJthem back I had an urge to scream but managed to fight it back 

v + nlpran + adv 
There are a few phrasal verbs in which the two park of the verb must be separated 
by the object. An example is mess sb aboutlaround: 

T h y  changed the flight time and d 011 the pussengrs around. 

r + nlpron e prep 
An example of a verb that is used in this pattern is drill sth into sb 
drilr sth into sb The teacher driiied grammar into us right from the start 

R~II-IVB. 
A few phrasal verbs are only used in the passive. for example: klge2 carried away. 
The verb patterns will show you how to use these verbs. belget carried away will 
have the pattern beiget + v + adv. betget stuck with sth will have a pattern 
be/@ + verb + prep. 
Other phrasal verbs that are used with objects can also be used in the passive for 
example: The dm1 has been called ofl. Where this is common you will find an 
example of the passive and a note. Verbs with the pattern v + prep are not usually 
used in the passive. If they are, you will find a note about this (see rely on sblsth). 

Orher pcrttems 
You can easily work out how to use verbs with different patterns. For example, if you 
look at take sb up on sth, you will see the pattern v + nipron + adv + prep. This 
shows you that the verb is used in sentences like this: 

I i i  like to _ t o k e ~ u p ~ - o n ~ - ~  your offer of o M f o r  the night 
v + pron + adv + prep 

These lad two groups are sometimes called INSEPARABLE verbs as 
the object always follows the particle. 
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At set out, you will see the pattermv + adv + to inf. This dexribes sentences such 
as: He s?t out to become a mill ionai~ by the time he was thirty. 
Boom out sth has two patterns: 
r + a d v  + n  She boomed out instructions. 
v + adv + speech A voice boomed out, 'Nobody move!' 

6 Building your vocabulary 
Idioms ,l,WF.., . *--> - ,+.-,r m. -,-.*lrl-.m *--. rry* , .  

,bite al t sth off by biting ft She bit off 
Many phrasal verbs have idioms a piec te. o Hisfinger had k e n  

related to them. You will find these g$ 
immediately after the grammar 033 tflbte/snap ~ D ' S  mean om (lwormag to snout 
patterns. The idioms in the at sb or speak to them angrily, often for no good 

th 'offtocu 
.e of c h m h ,  
' a dug 
adv+n + v+r 

. . 

bitten 

reason: Ionly asked him when the work w l d  bt 

in some way to the meaning of the *n Ean ( i ~ r n a ~ n  to trv to do 
phrasalverbwhereyoufindthem, t o o m u c h o ~ s t h t h a t i s t o o h i f f i c ~ t f o r y ~ ~ : ~ h i s  
For example: time he's bitten fl more than he mn chew. -,,, . ,- . hwahve nouns and C p d i S a s .  
Nouns and adjectives that are related in meaning to a particular phrasal verb are 
given after the grammar patterns or any idioms. Sometimes the derivative has 
more than one meaning, each one relating to different uses of the phrawl verb. 
You will find the meaning at the appropriate entry, with a link to show you where 
to find the =me dmvative with a -- -r --- ----- -.--- -- --. -3 ..-. - 4 7 %  - 
different meaning. 
For example, you will find one 
meaning of the adjective mixed-up 

Ine wmwrmz n, 
a t  the verb it is related to, F ,rnlxed-'up adj ( i n f o m l )  confused because of 
mix sb up; be/get mixed up and social or emot~onal problems: she's a vew mixed- 
another meaning at mix dh up up krd. 

(with *h), a link from one to -3 x e  R ~ M ~ ~ E D - L W  at MIX mi up Cwm STH) . > "  . . ,, .- 
the other. 

,mix s 
unabl 
h a w  
Im re 

b 'up: b y  
e to think r 
:ning: Now y 
ally c o n f m  

, . 

ad ,mixed 
:leady or ur 
uu'w mixed 
!. o H e g ~ l  mi 

I 'up to ma 
tderstand w' 
rn up comp 
!xed up and c 

>-.- ..-. 
tke sb 
hat is 
letely! 
awht 

Study pages 
There IS a 25-page section of study pages in the middle otthis dictionary, You can 
use these on your own or in class with a teacher. They will help you to learn phrasal 
verbs and give you practice in using them. 

Guide to the particles 
At the end of the dictionary is a guide to the most common particles used in the 
verbs in this dictionary and their main meanings. This will help you understand 
verbs better and be able to guess the meaning of new ones that you meet. 

a bide la-! Accoantforsthcanbewedinthepassim: 

a'blde by ath 0 to aocept d m  a law an T h w i ~ i s a a * l * w f O r  by rwmeses 
agreement. a decisio~ etc. d obeg themilt gzzi _ lor mwIjMto Members nu& abide by the rules 4f theclub 

rules, daclslm, the law 
say that it is impossible to know why sb likes 

)S*ll) comply (wlth nth) 
sbfsth that yw do not like at .t all:humomw) 'She 
seems to like you.' 'Well - Ihere's m acwurtting e V+PWP lor iwte!' 

a bound {anbarndl accustom ieaknstmn/ 
a'bouml in#Hh sth (urrittkn) to have a lot of ee,custom a$ryoumw 

sth; to contain a lot of sth: The rim them ,murself to doing dh (forno to make 
abound hiwithfish. stdyourself familiar w ~ t h  sth; to k a m e  used to 
e v + p r e p  sth: It shouldn't lake iom lo m W m  w u r  slu- 

sCCeds lak'stdl d ~ n b  lo working in o It hmk o while for 
berm to accuslom themseltres 0 thedark 

ac'cede to sth ( r o m l )  to agree to or allow sth Q v nIm + prep 
that sb has asked for, often after you have 
onmwedlt forawhile: T h e n o w m m a n t ~ ~  achete~kl 
pii~icp-ure ta review the a 
ESTl request, denwan&, prerrm 'ache for sb- to have a atrong desire for 
-A-etosthcanbeus*inthem~: ~ b l ~ ~ w t o d o s t h : f ~ a c h f n g l b r ~ .  

Have~ l lour  requests k e n  u.xeded to? E 3  lone k r  sbfsth 

0 V+PEP 
Q v + p r e ~  

account ~ a k u n t ~  
acquaint i ~ m t l  

ac'ooud for sbrsth 1 to lmow where s ~ s t h  ~s ac'qualnt sblpurssff wlth sth 0 to 
or what has happened te them, esmially after make sbly~umIf famfl* with or aware af sth: 
an acc~dent or a natural disaster. All the people 

He&~d&mlakehissonaIongand~uaint him 

who were wrking In the buiMing hnue nola km 
w'th lhe bELSiness' 

m u n l e d  Ibr o Them are three files that I mnl ' V+"'pmn*prep 

m u n t  fir Account for7sbisth is often 
used in the passive in this meaning. 2 (old- 
fushiontd) to destmy sth or kill sb: Olrr guns 
m u n t e d  jorfiveenemyplanes. 
Q V+PWP 

ac'cuunt for sth I to expbln how m why 5th 
happened: to he the explanation far 8th: How da 
you accountfir them t h l  the box has d b p  
peamd? o Poor hygiene m y  hue amomled for 
the mwm in  apes of the dissrrre. the fact 
th at... 2 to beaparticular part of sth; to beapar- 
ticular amount: Car crime nmrunied for 28% of 
all m p o W  o m  o Wages m u n t  for Iess 
thun half of the brrdgel. E3 a b r ~ ~  amount, a 
(particular) pmportlon, (so many) per cent 
FE9 make up sth, represent sth 3 to keep a 
rccord of how the money in your care will be 
spent or hasten spent Everypenny of the funds 
i~ amountedfot: 4 to mns~der particular facb or 
circumstances when you are maklng a decision 
about sth, especially when you are calculating 
the cast OF sth: The mst of thefilm and the p m  
assing wereail m u n t e d  for m Ihemlculntwn of 
the cusi 4f the service. lEB take sth Into 
ncwunt 

act /=kt/ 

'act rw sth to perform a partlcuLar mle or fun* 
tim: Wll  j l ~ ~  M OLS imWpm&for us?otorge 
fines act as a detmmztfo molorisdp. 
D agent, m u l t a n t .  I n t e r m e d h w ,  
deterrent EFW serve ss sth 

Q V + P ~ P  
'act for ab(also,&on w h d d s b . p t o n  sb". 

be'hatfj i F  sb a& for you or acts on behalf of 
you, they deal with your *airs for you, for 
example by representing you in a court of law, or 
by doing your duty when you are not able to: Do 
you huwea solicrlor actingforyoufo The P r i m  
tuas actrng on hhar of the Qwem o The Prince 
zwrsuctingon I h e Q w n ' s  behuQ 
BEd cllent 
e V + P ~ ~ P  

'act on sth (ah'& upon sth mrefimn I to 
do sth as a m u l t  of advice, information, instruc 
tions, etc. that you haverecelvd Thepolice- 
anlng on iqformutionfrom u m e m k  of thepub- 
Iic, o I m jusi ucting on instructions. o IF my 
advicehod been rmerItrpon, this umuld-haw 
hagpznd &lee, lnlonnablon, Imtmctlons 
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W Act onhipon ath am be u& in the passive 
in this meaning. 2 to have an effect an sth: The 
drugactson themntml nemus system. Etil Act 
can be used on its own with this meanlng: The 

-drugocls guickl~ 
e' V + P ~ P  

,act on be'hatf of sb; ,ad on sb 's  be'half = 
ACT FOR $ A  

,act 8th 'out 1 to perfom a story or events that 
have happened or might h a m ,  as if yw are 
performing a play: The &her read a story and 
thechildm acled it out. o Sheucfedoutherfunla- 
sies of w p  stardom i n f h n  t of her bedroom mir- 
ror o rnguratiw) The lulwlenationwm following 
the dmma being acled out on the football field. 
Ell dory, fanksy 2 to act a part in real life: I 
found myse&f CIFIing out the role of good, brnve 
patient 3 (technical) to  express your thoughts 
and feelings in your behaviow, offen without 
h n g  aware of it 
@v+sdv+n + v+nlpmn+adu 

,act 'up (itbfornsllll 1 to make sb annoyed by 
behavlng badk trying to get attention, etc: The 
kidshawbeen&ingupaI1dqK2Ifamachmeor 
part of the bady acts up, it does not work prop 
erly: Thecar'satctingngpagtzin. o M y  ankle bm- 
ing up I= is painful and causingpmb1ems)i 
LEEl play up 
EEXEIAct up Is & e n d  In the progresshe 
tenses. 
Q v + &  

'act upon sth =ACT ON STH 

add 
,add sth 'In to include sth with 9th edw to put sth 

into sth e h  or between two things: Sond me ih 
newfigzres when the &itional haw h n  
a&W in, o Pve& zn tm e x b u p a ~ p h s .  

Add can also be used with this meaning: 
I'YP addeda mupleof exlrapnragmphs. 
Qv+edv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,add 'on;,add 'on to sthIAmF)to buildanwrtw 
room or rooms on to a house or ather building: 
Tkydecidad toaddon mthr than mow. 
Qv+& + v+sdv+prep 

,add sth 'on: ,add sth 'on to nth to include 5th 
or attachsthextra: Headdedaon lothebi1I. 
W Add (to sth) can also be used with this 
meaning He addedfZ Lo the bill. 
Qv+nlpmn*adv + v*adv+n r 

v + nlpron +adv * prep 
b W b n  n a thing that is added to m included 
with sth else: The calalogw adverlIsed addans 
such as extra memory and soflwure, o a d d ~ n  
p r a d ~ I ~ W u n i t s  

'add to sth to increase the size, amount, number, 
etc. of sth: Taking the chiklren with w muld 
only a& to ow problems, o Musk pIoyhg rn the 

background added to the afmosptm. o (Brb 
Thehousehnshenaddedtoouertheyeum. o The 
fd at the holal is of a wry high stundard Add 
ta this t h ~  qzmlity cf the hem and the hem 
and it Sclmr why this issuch apopuhr hoteI. 
E i d  problems, number, knowledge, anJoymant 
-Add to sth canbeused in the passive. 
Q v + p r e ~  

,add to'gether, ,add sth torgether to come 
together to plpduce 8th; to join two or mom 
things, numbers, etc. together to produce sth: 
The games, the dancing and the good f&d all  
added together lo make a mmombIe l e n .  o 
When all the d m  factors err addad togethm I 
tun understand her &~lon.  o Add the fuw num- 
bers together and dlvtde by three. 
IF33 factors, numbers, costs 
+v+adv v+adv*n + v+n/p-cm+edv 

,edd 'up (iqr3rmr) 1 to seem reasonable: to& 
s e w :  to have all the different parts agreeing 
w ~ t h  each other Therearethings In herstoty that 
just don't add up o Now that I know where she 
rwls lust night, it's all Rm'nning lo adrd up. W 
Add up with this meaning is used especially In 
negative sentences. 2 to increase gradually to 
make a large number or amount: Saw a small 
amount a h  month; it'll m n  add up. 3 Sf two or 
more numbers add up, they come to the total 
that they should or that you would expect: These 
fim just don't add up. 
g v + a d v  

,add 'up ( m p ~ b l l y  BrE), ,add sth 'up to calcu- 
late the total of two or more numbers ot 
amounts. lneuer muM& up o She's WIY@ 
at adding up in her hacad. o Sheadded t h e h u m s  
u p i n a t h e .  o I ~ b u s e a c ~ k u E a t o r t o a d d  
up the bill. 
EEd numbam, fVgm, -om, Eort 
Qv+adv + w*adu+n 4 v+nlprm+a6v 

,add 'up to eth 1 if two or more numbers or Ag- 
ures add up to sth, theymake a totalof 9th when 
they are added together: Can you anange the 
numbersingmlrps2hladdup10IO?o Thecostof 
all the heeguipmmrtyou needfor a baby ad& up ma 
mnsideruhie sum. 2 (irllormal) to show sth; ta 
have a particular meaning or result: Hts e v W  
didn't redly add up to very much (= gave us very 
little information). o Ail in all, it adds up to a 
pretdycbaspemle sifuation. 
IF3 amount to 5th 
Qv+adu+prep 

address /aniirm/ 

ad'dress purself to nth (@mat) to think 
about a problem or a situation and decide how 
you are going to deal with it: We must a d d m  
ourselues to lheprobllem of t m p o l l u t i o n .  
er+pmn+vrep 

adhere /adWr)/ 

sd'hem to sth (formu0 to act in the way that a 
particular law, rule or set of instructions says 
that you should; tofollw or supportaparlicular 
opin~on or set of Mi& Thw Rnve adhemi 
strictb to the Wm qf the t?m&. 0 He found Ihe 
dlet u e r y d m l l  loudhereto. o Howmonywpie 
aalrnlly adhere ta thrs vtew? 
E Z i  prlnclplau, rules, guldellm IBB ksep to 
ath (lessforma0 

Adhere to ath can be used In the passive: 
All sofew repurremen&rntut beadhered lo. 
0 V+PWP 

admit /aaw (a-) 
ad'mH sth (formaI) to show that sth such as 

an explanation or an answer Is possible: to allow 
sth to happen: The situation admits of only one 
erplenniion. 
!BE explanation, a- ZEE3 m I k w  of sth 
Q v + prep 

agree /arm:/ 
a'grw wMh sb to make you feel happy or 

healthy: You Imk mt! Marriage obviously 
a g m  wilh you. o M w h m m s  don't agree with 
me (= they make me feel iwsick). 
-Agree wlth 5b is often used In negative 
sentences. 
Q V+PP 

a ' g m  wlth ath; a ' g w  wfth dolng sth to 
approve of sth, m i a l l y  a policy or a belief: I 
don't o g m  with wpr la lpunishwl  
,opn dlsagree with sth, dlsegrea wlth dolng 
sth 
Q V+PBP 

'aim at sth:'afm at doing sth to try to achieve 
sth: to have sth as your alm: She3 drniRg at a 
sportsscholarship, o W e n d  m o h a t i ? x m i r r g  
wtts. 
~ A k m t o d o s t h I s a h ~ w i t h t h e ~  
meaning: ~ Z d o y o u a i m  foachkw? 
e v + prep 

'aim stk at sb!dh ifyouaimsthatap&imlar 
person or group, you do or say sth that you 
intend to have an &ect on them: The rrduertlsing 
mmpniqn i sa imdprimari lya l  youngpeople. o 1 
was maaiming my remclrk~utyou 

rernurks, cdtlclsm, campalgn 
Aim sth a t  sb 1s often used in the passive. 

Q v + nlpmn + prep 

be 'alrned at 8th; b 'aimed; at ddng d h  to 
have sth as an alm or purpose: !i'he newscheme b 
e i m  a! reducing u?wrnp~ment. + be+v+prep 

amount 
, . . . . - . . . . . . . - . . . . . *, . , , , . -, , , *. -, m,. * -, , . . . -. . . . . . . - . . . . . . - . . . . - . . . . . . . , , . . . . . , , , . . . . . . , . 
alight / a w l  

a'Hght MVupon s h t h  ta notimsblsth 
suddenly; to h d  or think of 5th by chance: My 

crlighbsd on an old bwt o He$nul[y d g h t d  
on a solution. 
B IFgM dupon  W.th 
0 v + prep 

align /aklam/ 

a'lign yoursePF with sbrsth to publicly sup 
wrt a Wmn, a group of people or a set of opin- 
Ions: Thesenalwal&ned hImw,!f with the critics 
of the pro^^?& &rim. 
* ~ + P M + P ~ ~ P  

allow /a%u/ 

sl'low for sth to include sth when you are calm+ 
latlng sth or planning sth: Addan atm ten min- 
ulps toyour journqrllmemalIo~~for IhamcBic. o 
I'ue h w h t  a lrrrgesike toallow for #hefact t?mi i! 
mqv shrrnk in the m h  

the ~stb i l l ty , the  f.etllmt..., d m  
W Allow far sth can be usd  in the passive: 
This had not ken  a l l o d  for in the budget. 
& v + P ~  

al'low of sth toshowthat 8th such 88 an 
explanation or ananswer is&wssible; to makesth 
possible: ThefuctsaZbwof only onewIerurtIon 
5 admit of nth * v + prep 

al'lude to sbrsth -0 to mention sWsth 
indirectly or  in a few words: He hated his 
mother's way of a1IUdimg W Jmn but never mtu- 
ally saying her mm. 

Alrude to sblsth can be used in the p s  
sive: Do you know lhe-n w h  IWS alld8d to 
in the reporl? 

e' V+P'BP 

amount /amunt/ 

a 'mount to sth (no! UlCBd in the pmmdw 
lenses) F to add up to sth; to m u l t  in a find total 
of 6th: The msl of the trfp awu10ted ta well wer 
Xml o The money l p y  in taxand i w m m  o m  
lriburlons arnunls m about 40% of my s a b q  
PD comstosth2tobeequQltoorthe~~meas 
sth: Whnl they drd ornunred lo a brerrch of con- 
t m .  o It doesn't matter w M b  Ipay or my bus 
b a d  pays - it amounts' lo the snme thing in the 
and o I# all amounts to a fot of hard work. EE) 
soma ta Sfh 3 if you say that sblsth doesn't 
amount to much, you mean that helshelit is not 
wry important: He'Il n e w  amount to anything. o 
The fn~iormntlon wehove d m ' t a m o u n t  0 much. 
EE3 addup tosth 
@ v + prep 





a s ' d a t e  yourself wkh d s t h  0 to 
say that you agree with sb or with their ideas: 
It uras unrwzsonable io expm ihe D e m ~ l v l s  lo 
~ f n &  tkmseiw with spending curs and m 
inc-. 
r a p P , d l ~ ~ U ~ 4 w d l  
ev+pmn+vrep 

attend /antend/ 

attend to sbmth (formal) to deal wlth w take 
responwbility for 8th: to give practical help and 
care to sb who needs it Ihnw some urgent busi- 
ness to allend $a o (BrO Are you being attended 
to? 

bll~hOSs. d~, curto- 
ER) l o o k a f t n r s b l o o k ~ r ~ I h : ~ s s t m ~  
( ~ f 0 ~ m a O  
+v+prep 

attribute /ambju*/ 

Ntrlbu!e sth to sb to consider, perhaw 
wrongly, that 5th has been written, painted, 
spoken or created by a particular person: This 
painting is wualIy allributed to Goyn. 
)SYH) a d b e  sth b sb 
Q u + nlpron +prep 

at'tdbuts sth to sblsth to consider that 5th is 
caused by a particular person or thing Hi3 ow- 
cess can be largely attributed ta hard wrk. Q She 
sad she u m  not going ta attribute blame or a k  
revengefor whol had hap- 
EBD ascrih 5th to sblsth: put * d m  to ah 
( ~ S S ~ O F ~  0 
@ v + nlpron + prep 

auction / k u n ,  BE 'oh-/ 

,auction sth 'OW to sell sth at an audon, espe- 
cially sth that sb no longer needs or wants: The 
how and all ILP mnlmfs will be auctioned fl 
nm week. 
@v+adv+n 4 r+nlpmn+adv 

a'vall yoursmtf of h W m l )  to make use of 
8th. to take advantage of sth, usually to improve 
your situation: Guests are mmurqged to auail 

b ~ I v e s  of all the hotet's semiw. o I'd like to 
ouailmys?Vof thtsopporduni& to hankyouall. 
EEi f~lllWes, opportunity 
Q v + p m n + m  

average r m l  
,average 'out to mult in a fair or equal amount 

over a per id  of time or after mal msions :  
Sometimes I do t fw d i n g  and sometimes my 
jlallotmate W. It averages out over a month (= 
results in us each dobg the same amount of 
cooking). 
e v + a d v  

,werage 8th 'out (al rth) to calculate the aver- 
age of sth: yuu amage it our, there's am? mr 
stolen euery .three minutes. o The tax oWhoritim 
awmged out his profir at fl0m a year overfive 
yean. 
@v+adv+n + v+n/pron+adv 

,average 'at al sth to have a particular 
amount as the mrage overa period of time: The 
lime sheswmkpmctising thplnno auerages out 
at about an hour a day 
@v+adv+prep 

m m k 9  j e ~  (awoke /a'wwk:krnE 
a'woukl, awoken /a'waokan;AmEa'wwkm/) 

awake to d h  V 0 r n I )  to h e  aware of sth 
and its pss ible  results; to realhe or understand 
sth- They finally aluoke ta the fulI &ent of the 
problem. o I suddenly a& lo the faa that Ihad 
t h m w  in front of me, 
* S W O ~ A W A K E N  TO STH. AWAREN 80 TO STH 

ev+prep  

awaken /aawe~kan/ 

a'weken to m, a'waken sb to 5th e r n 0  
to become aware of slh, or to make sb becorns 
aware of sth, and its possible results: People am 
gmdunlly aluakening lo their rights. o The p u b  
lit has h awakened 60 the full horror of the 
situnlion. 
+See U b  AWAKE TO 8TH 
&v+prep 4 v+nlpmn+prep 

.................. ....................................................................................... ...... - ......................... - .  .................... - .............. 

back MI DEB p u f t m t + p u l l w t d ~ , p u l l o u t . o t d ~  . . 
,back a'way; ,back aWay from sblsth to 

move backwards away h m  sbtsth frightening 
or unpleasant: He stepped forward and sha 
h c k d  a w j  in alarm o The child bucked atwy 
from the dog neruousljr 

rotmat (fmm sW&) (momfOt+fd 
+se@olsonncK a m  2 
+v+adv + v+adv+pmp 

,back a'way from sth; ,back a'way from 
doing sth to avoid doing sth unpleasant or 
dficult; to show that you no longer supprt  an 
action or an idea: We will laot back oluay@~om 
tough mwsm. o The unbn hm hnskd  uway 
from mlling astrike. 
+v*adv+p~ep 

,back 'down (o-m sth)totaltebackachim or 
a demand that you have made, or sth that you 
have said, usually becaw sb forces you to: Nei- 
lher of them will h c k  down on this issue. e His 
critlm were f o r 4  60 k k  down. 
EE9 cllrnb down (ww 8th); glw In (to 
3 s C ~ U ~ O B A C K  OFF (FROM STHIPROM DOING STH), 
BACK OFF STH 
Qv+adv 

,back 'ott I (Informan to stop ~~ or 
annoying sb: Back off Md Ier me make my own 
decisiom. o Thepmshawugmdfobackflalard 
lenw the muple alone. 2 to move away h m  
sWsth frightening or unpleasant: As t h  hmd 
teacher apprmched the children btPdrad ofl 
retreat (from swath) see also BACK AWAY, BACK 
AWAY FROM SBlSTH 

g v + a d v  
,back 'off (from sttdrom ddng h l ,  ,beck 'off 

sth (especially Am9 to decide not to continue to 
do sth orsupport an idea, in orderloavoid a dm- 
cult or unpleasant situation: The government 
b n c M  ofT in the face of strong opposition. o He 
refused to Lmk of f rom his wrlrer sfniemmt. o 
The &Is hwkd fl their demand for meeting 
wrth thePmidenl. 

seealso eAcK new ( O N ~ R O W  STH) 
Qv+adv + v + p p  

,back 'onto sth Wh') if a bullding backs onto 
sth, It has 5th tehind It: The Rote1 backs onto the 
goIf mum. 
6' V + P ~ ~ P  

,beck 'out; ,back 'out of slh; ,back 'out of 
doing sth to decide not to do sth that you had 
agreed orpmmised to do: E w W i n g ' s a r m W .  
It's too [rife to buck out mu o There'sstill time O 
back out of selurye the h o w .  

nth; wlthdraw (from sth)(nmomfimO 
+v+adv v+adv+pmp 

,back 'up;,back rblsth 'uptomovebackwards 
a short distance, especially in a vehicle; to make 
sbhth move backwards a short distance: You mn 
baek up another i w  mem or so. o J&f backed 
the van up and d m  off qujdF1~ 4 m m t i v e )  
The w m n  was backed upagainst the ~ 0 1 1 .  
)svrr) w, mwme 5th (moreJormn 
@ v +adv + v + nlpron + adr v+ adv * n 

,back 'up;,back sth 'upif ~ c b n c k e n p o r l s  
hacked up, ~t cannot move and forms a long line: 
Two l a m  were c M  by the mW, musing 
cars lo bacR upfor mtles o The Wjic  ts bricked 
up to ihe m c  lights. 
W B a c k  6th up is nearly dways used in the 
passive. 
6 vtadv + r+nlpmn+adv r v+adv+n 

,back sbMh 'up 1 to say or show that what sb 
says is true: I tell my plr& I rws with you, 
wilFyou Back mup? o Hisversion of events knot 
bock& up by theavidmlce~ ESJ m m e n t ,  elalrn 
2 to support or help sb/sth: Me2 mmplalnad that 
her hushand never backed her up In the control of 
the chiidnn, o W i n g  her up (= playing music 
to support her) ~ l s  the band 'Midnigh! Express'. 
IEQ support sWsth + r + nlpron + adv v+ adv + n ~~~~) 
t 'backup n [C] fl] (AmE, W ) ( - f i y  &as 
an &ectiue) music that supports the main 
singer or player In popular music or jazz: a 
backup 5ing.w for Steuia! Wonder o She once sag 
bwkupfir  Madonna. 
+ = U ~ U B A C K - U P  ~ ~ B A C K S T H  Ue 

,back sth 'up 1 ( m m ~ ~ t I n g ) t o m a k e a w ~ o f a  
file, a program, etc. that can be wed if the ori- 
ginal one IS lost or damaged: We back up all the 
fiIeseuerynight. fl1e2 toaddsthextratosth, 
especial& as a support: The lecturps will be 
backed up by pmcttml work. o They backed up 
their dmnaRds with threats. 
&v+nlpmn+adv + r+adv+n 
w 'back-up n I [Ul support or help that you can 
URP in arder to do sth: milihrv back-YD o Th# ....... 

haw n huge-h&-up learn. 2 [cia second piece of 
equipment. set of plank percan, stc. that can 
replace another if necessary: He 'sour k k - u p  if 
anotherplayer h ' t  availubk. o the hk-up pian 
9 [C] (computing) a copy of a ffle, program, etc. 
for use in case the origtnal is lost or damaged: 
Haw you kepi a h c k - u p  of thisple?o a buck-up 
disk 
+ s@e &h BACKUP B ~ B A C K  m T H  UP 



baa MI (-I bale mi 
,bag sth 'up to put sth, usually large amounh of ,bale 'out: ,bale 'out of ath m ~ )  = BAIL ow, 

stb, intoabagorbags: Thewegetabbamhggd HAIL OUT OF STH I 
up on thefarm andthen sentoutto theshop. ,bale 'out; , M e  a2h 'out(&m =BAIL OUT, MIL Bag sth canalsobe used with thismeaning. ,,, o v ~  
Q v+adv+n a v+nlpmn+adv 

,bale 'at, .bale sbhth 'out of sth 
bail ( R ~ E )  = BAIL SBISTI~OUT, BAIL SBISTH OUT OF STH 

,bail 'aut: ,ball *od d sth 1 (BTE a h  .bale balk ma^^ 
'out, ,hk 'wt of nth) to jump outof a plane that 
is going to crash, using a parachute (= a large 'balk at sth; 'balk at ddng sth (-flu 
PleCe of cloth that owns out like an umbrella =enurn AT STH,  M u L K  AT DOING STH 

and makes people fill slowly and safely): The 
crew jmt M time lo h i 1  orat 2 0 to stop 
dorngsthor takmgpart insthbecause it i sdf i -  
cult or unpleasant: The actor who luas supmsed 
h bepbying !hewn boiM out. + see o h  BACK 

OUT,BACK OUT OF STH, BACK OUT OF DOING STFF 
e v + a d u  v+adv+pmp 

,hi! 'Out ,ball sth 'Out(BrEah,bak'out ,  ,bah 
8th 'out) to throw water out of a bcat with a con- 
tainer orwith yourhands: Thebwfwillsinkunless 
we h i 1  out. o Thgr siartedbaillng the boat out. 

bo=t,watW 
&v+adv r v+n lpm+BdY + v + d r + n  

,bail sb 'out (fnw) ta pay sb's hfi (= the money 
that sb accused uf a crime has to pay if they do 
not appear a t  their hial) for them, so that they 
can be set flw unt~l their trial 
+ v + n l m + a d v .  v+adv+n 

,ball sbnth 'out: ,ball sblsth 'om of 4th ( B E  
a h  .bale sbisth 'out, ,bale ablstk 'wt of sth) 
(informnh to rescue sWsth f¶vm dimculties, 
especially financial difficulties: Thegovernment 
hm ref& to $ail the company out again. 
&v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n + 

v+nlpron+athr+prep 
C. 'ballowl n (ospciully AmE, f i~inanoe) an act of 
glv~ng financlal help to a cornpan): economy, etc. 
to save it from falliwg~varnmentIbank hiloukP 
o a hiloulpnckage 

,balls slh 'up WEE A) to spoil sth; to do 6th very 
badly 

A more polite. informal way of saying this 
1s foul Bth up or bungle 8th 
@v+nlpmn+adw v+adv+n 
b 'balls-up n (A, skng, espechlly i9rEj m e -  
thing that has been done very badly: I ma& a 
real boils-upof myexam. 

A more polite, informal way of saying thls 
1s foul-up. 

band mudl  

,band to'gethertoforma groupand acttogether 
m order to achieve sth, etc: We tu band 
together toJight thezer%forms. 

v+adv 

bandage /kndrd3/ 

,bandage sbMh 'up to map a bandape (= a 
long narrow strip of material) around a pi? of 
the body that is @ u r d :  Joe brrndngcd me up 
until the W r  mme. o I didn't see the burns 
becawe herfingers wereall badaged up. 
EEJ wound. sbC lwann, m k  

Bandage sblsth up is often USA in the 
pacsive. Bandage sWsth is also used wlth this 
meanlng. 

balance pbselansl 
Qv+nlpmn*adv v+adv+n 

'balance A against B to compare the value or b a n d ~ l ' b n d i l  (b.dk.. bmdying, t#ndl.d, 
importance of one plan, mrnent.  etc aminst bandfed) 
another: You m w  ilh& the high &laa 
aguinrt thelong tuorkinghlrrs. 
E B  net sth amlnst sth 
6 v+ nlpmn + prep 

,balance 'out; ,balance sth 'outrupif th- 
that are very different or have opposite effects 
balance out  or you balance them oat, they 
become equal in amount or value: you eat a 
uoriefy of fd, protein and mrbohydmu will 
M o m  out o w r a  week. o We need to inu& t h m  
moregirk m bnlance up the numbers (= so that 
there are equal numbrs  of boys and girls). 
&r+adv * v+adv+n v+nlpron+adv 

,bandy sth a'boul (also ,b.ndy .th a'mund 
eslwcialiy BE) if a word, anme+ etc. is bandied 
about, it is mentioned or talked about by many 
people, often in a careless way: The sturles being 
bnndied about ore cvmplereIy fa&, o He's nut 
mid onythrng like the £#am a lueekf ism being 
bandiedaround 
m story, flgurer, wwdltann 
W Randy sth aboatlaround Is usually usad 
m the passive. 
&v+adv*n v+nlpmn+adv 

bang tbml banked on getiing a cup qf &ke at the a i m  - 
,bang a'round (also ,brig n'beut esmially BrB 

to move around noisily: We c o u M  hear t h m  
h i n g n h u t  upstairs, nuruiagihings. 
e v t a d u  

,bang a'way 4 . (h fmmO to hit sth 1pwatedly 
wlth lots of force or energy: She p k k d  UP uphe 
hammer and hgan brvlglng away with mthusG 
asm. 2 if sth such as your heart bangs away, It 
makes very loud regular sounds: My hwn wap 

hngingaway unhea2th;Ip 
Qv+adv 

,bang a'way at sth IAm&, i?@~rmuO to  work 
very hard at sth: She ban& m y  all drry at her 
assrgnment+ 
,srw, bash away (at sth) (BE? 
&v+adv+prep 

,bang sth 'down to put 5th down quickly and 
with a lot of force so that it makes a loud noise: 
He banged hisfist down on the labk o He hnged 
thephone down (= ended the telephone conversa- 
tlon) beforeImuId&xpInln. 
@v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,bang 'Into sbtsth tocrash intom hit sbtsthvio- 
lenm usualIy by mistake: He ran around thecor- 
ner and banged &to an old lady who luas mmhg 
the other way. 
e v + m  

,bang 'on a b w t  sblsth (BrE, Ilgforrrml) to talk 
or write a lot or tn a boring way abut 6th: Put is 
aEwy$ bmging on abut mlftlcs. o She keew 
hngingon aboul how t u o d r f u l  herson a 
IEE) goon (aboutsblskh) 
(g v+adv+prep 

,bang 'out sth; ,bang When? 'out (irV3rmuD 
1 to play music very loudly: He hnged out the 
tuneon thepiano. 2 to write sth very qu~ckly and 
wlthout taking much care: She was banging out 
four mvek a w6 IE9 b S h  d h  Out (BrFJ; 
chum sth out 

A noun must always m o w  out. but a prp 
noun comes between the verb and oat. 
+ v + a d v + n  .v+pmn+adv 

,bang sbtsth 'up ( A d ,  iqfommfl to damage or 
I ~ J W  sblsth, especially by hitting sth else: I 
banged up my knee when Ifell fl the bike. 
&v+sdv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

beiget ,banged 'up (BrE, i n f o m O t o b  locked 
up or put in prison: He wasbawtdup in a S i W  
pow jail for six months. 
4$~ belget + v+ Etdv 

'bank on 8- 'bank on ddng ath: 'bank 
on sblsth doing sth to rely on sWsth: to be 
confident that sth will happen: 1 'm habankimp on 
your help o I'm hnking on you to helo me. o I'd 

but evewing uxls closed, o He was hw~king on 
she tmin k i n g  on time. o She might already haw 
cieawd up butlwouldn't bank OR It. 

count on sblsth,eount on ddng M, 
count on sbl* dolng ath: reckon on sUsth, 
reckon on dolng sth, mckon on sblstk dolng 
ath 

v + prep * v +prep+ dpmn +to inf 

,bank 'up; ,bank sth 'up IBrE) tu form into a 
large pile; to make sth form a large pile: The 
srrowI&ndbnnkduponeithero~of therwd. 
Qv+adv a v+nlpmn+adv t v+adu+n 

- 
,bargaln ath a'way (mre) to give away 8th valu- 

able or Important in exchange for sth less valu- 
able or imprrhant: The lerrders Med lo bnrgnin 
away the feedom of iheirpwpk. 
+v+adv+n + v+pmn+adv + v + n + a d v ( h  

fwwnt) 
'bargaln forlon sth; 'bargaln Form dolng 

5th; 'bargain forlon sbleth dolng sth to 
expect or be prepared to do sth; to e m  sth to 
happen or sb to do sth: We hadn't b u r g a f d f o r  
such bad weathe% o 1 hadn't bago tned on taking 
the kids with us. o Ididn't $argainJor Jake being 
at the wrtlr o When he tried to awue mIth Kate, 
hego&ok than  re h a d b ~ ~ d n e d f o r .  o Whal 
I hadn't bargained for was that veryfew pmpk 
would speak English. 
BE) reekon on sblath, mken onddng ~th. 
reckon on sblsth dolng 5th 
EiElThese phrasal verbs are u9uaUy used in 
negative sentences. 
e V+PMP 

barge / h d 3 : ~ m ~ h - r & /  

,barge 'in (on Wsth), ,barge 'Into sth (InJ%r- 
mno 1 tomteraplaceorjoinagmupofpeople 
quickly and rudely, without being ask& Sony 
t o M h , h t  ... oShebrrrgedinonowmting 
wtlhoul knocking. o He just (his way) inlo 
the m m .  2 to interrupt what sb is doing or say- 
ing, especially when you have not &n Inv~ted to 
joln in: As soon as I pn& for breath. &Id 
barged in, 0 You mn" j u t  coma hrging into o w  
wnuersnthnl 
Qv+adv + v+prep 

bark w k  m b a x k l  
,bark sth 'out to ahout ath loudly: Shebwkdout 

i n s W h m Z o h 8 r ~ ~  
Ell ordsn, lnstntalons rap sth wl 
W Rark sth can also be used with the same 
meaning, He h r k e d o r d m  at T f m  

g v + a d v + n  * v+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+ap#zh 



barrlcade .. ...... . ......... . ................................. -. ............................................................................................... 10 
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barrleade /,mkerd{ ,bash 8th 'out (BE, wimal) to write 8th vwy 
bad,&= yourself& 'I,,; be*,-de qulckl% without taking much Eare: I don't do 

youmetftsb 'Inl~ntofln'slde sth to put up a IJustbhthmout. 
line of objects at the entrance to a moo or build- 

~ + ~ ~ , " ~ Y ~ m n  + in& so that nobody can get in or out, usually to 
protect or defend yourself or sb else: T k p o l h  , b s h  sb 'UP (&rE, W r m b  to attack sb vio- 

mild when he barricaded hi-rf in. 1"tIly 
They b~rrbxded t h e m i w  h i d e  their house. o * UP 
Famllm had to be bebarticaded insidea resta~rigap Bashsbupisusedlezs often than the synw 
w h i k s t & @ n t s p r u ~  wlslde. nym beat sb up 
&W room, hwrse @ v+n/prOn+adv v + a b + n  
@ v+nlprnn+adv v+nlpm+prap 

bat Ml Mt.1 . . 
base lbersl ,bat sth a'rouml (inform0 to taLk a h t  or &- 
Base 8th on sth ( a h  at,,,~ upon & mwp cugsvlansor ideas,etc.beforeycu decide what to 

formno touse orhavem id- an-fieme. etc. do: We'reim b a t l i ~ S m e  hiksomW -. 
as the point h m  which 5th can de dml&: @Id Id~s.f igum8 
Themuelisbnsedonatrwstorjr o&kbming &v+rlrpmn+adv 4 ~ + & + n  
the pmsecutmn cuse on the ev- of two .wit. 
ne-. 0 w h ~  the design based wo rhs batten 1- 
r n ~ ~ r t  hnr h tustd upon i m r &  imrm- 
#ton. o Sue's kno.wl&e of Japan was bns@d only 
on whutshehndmadin books. 

bselslon, theoty, deslgn, qlnlon, stc 
E 5 l l  Base sth onRlpon 5th is often used in the 
passive 

v + Wpmn + prep 

,batten sth 'down to fasten 9th firmly firmly &order 
to prevent damage by starms or winds: Thqr 
mamged lo batten &urn the shutters and doors 
Wore the hurrimne hit 
@v+adv+n r v+n/pron+adr 

. b a t t e n d m  fhe'hatchw topreparefordif- 
ficult times ahead: Businesses are b m m l n ~  -- .- - 

bash ~ J E  
down the h t ches  and preparing pr a dimuz 
umr J--.. 

, h s h  sbtsth a'bout ( B E ,  Worm0 to hit or 
strike sblsth and treat themlit in a rough m y :  b m e r r ~ r ) ~  - .  
Themuggerhad kshedherabout 
(4 v + nlpion + adv 

,batter nth 'down to hit 8th EepeatedFy until it 
breaks and falls down: Theonly rurry &get in unrs 

.bash a k y  <at +th) (BrE) ta work very hml at ro hl&r thedoordotom 
sth fora periodof tlme:IbaPhsdawyatihe&- @J door= k e a k h  clcmn:&.(hh 
icie w~thouta b r e a k h m  I 1  until 6. +v+nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 
O v + a &  

,bash 8th ' d o r m ( i ~ l , ~ ~ ~ r ~ t o  ba~lk (smta&~r@w~~l~ub.~k)  
destroy sth and make it fall bv hittlnn it vi* I b ~ : k l  - -  
~ e n d ~ :  ~ h ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ h a d l o b a s h ~ h e d ~ r d o w  'baulk at am; .baulk at d o [ ~  sth to 
mdoorm break *h (mmfirmao, unwilling to do sth or to get involwd In rth 
knock 5th d o w n ( m o ~ o m ~  because it is dlfflcult, dangerous, expensive, etc: +v+nlpmn+adv 4 v+edv+n Hehulkedat  theidea of Mlinghispurents where 

,bash 8th 'in (infinraal, espedully Brm to bmak h e m g o i n g .  
or destroy sthbyhlttingltviolently: Thwhdom EZZl Idm,mpame 
had k e n  W e d  in. @ V + P W  
EQ wlndow, haad. skull. m e  - - 
EE) smash sth in bawl b y  

Bash 8th in is often used In the p a s s i ~  
+u+nlprcm+adv *v+arhr+n ,bawl sb 'out I M m l )  to s w k  angrlIy to sb 

bemuse they have done 5th wrong: hfy baaa 03Il .bash sbk 'k&bralm In (Woman to hit 
hwledrrPe outfir hInsIrrk, sb very hard: Shut w orr l l  baFhyour bmins in! 
I S 3  tell sb afl (for 6tMfor ddng sth) ,bsh "a (with nth) (ME. Wrml) to continue 6 .+ n,pmn + a* + adv + ,, workhe hard at sth: Lei's bash on. oI'd k M r  , ,-iwbwt ,, (wrmat) bash on w ~ l h  my work. am of speaking angrily to sb because they haw EB eat on Iwlth sth) Imowfirmarj 

Q v + a &  done sth wrong 

,W sth ' o u t ( l ~ r m a L  esmiulty Brmto say or 
sing sth very loudly or in a harsh voice: 5% 
M t  giw you an order She bawls it out. o The 
chiidmn hwkdout  tht?songSn 
+v+adu+n 4 v+pron+adv + v+n+adv(mrP) b 

v + a d v + m  

be /bl: m f m b k l  (Warn, ~ m g ,  war {waa, 
woa;AmEwaz, whe\,wsm Iwa(r), #:(r)/, M n  
/bin, bmo 

be 'down to sb to be the rmponsibilim of ak to 
besb'sfault:It's&wn toyou@he@lhrmrmra 
Qv+adv+pr%p 

be ' d m  to sfh to only a little money left 
I'mdownlomy l a s t & I h  
Qv+adu*prep 

ibetgo 'down wfth 8th to have or catch an ill- 
ness: Glll'sdown withflu + v +a& + prep 

be 'In 1 to be in fashion: mlsklrts me in #his 
season. 2 to be elected to apolitical position: The 

-aRer -on 
-at 12 - o n a m  bmocmtsam infir another iernt. 

"away - / p l w p  on a! *v+sdv 

-berm -onto be 'In for sth (Irsfomdj to be going lo experi- - bhind -out ence 8th soon, espeAally sthunpleasant She's in - b e h ~ n d m  -outfor forn shock. o It lwks hke we're infiro srorm. 
-down -outof 
-down m -war ev+adv+pmp 
-down W -psd befget 'In on sth (ilafwmafi tohave a sharein or 
4go d m  with - thmugh knowledge of sth; to be or become involved In 
-in - UP s t h : A m y o u 3 n o n ~ h e ? o I ' d l i k e l o h i n o n  
-in- - up wrist 
-/get in on -up Mfore 

h d e a l .  

-(well) In wltt~ -up for Q v+adv+prev 
-Into -uplo be (well) 'In with sb to be (very) menu with 
-off 13 -upon sb and likely to get an advantage fromthe£riend- 

b~ sth to try to gat or obtain sth: Saueml 
p o p k i n  t h e o ~ a r e ~ t M w m j o b .   she's 
bmngbuniw. IwrclnrImwhats&'s& 
Q V + P ~ P  

b 'at ab (I-, eswespecInIIy W.Ej = srr/ool 
KEEP ON AT 68 

be 'at sill to be busy doing sth: He3 kern at his 
essaynllnight. oI'ilbeal fialldny lomorroul 
+V+PW 

be 'at It to behave badly; to argue or Wt: 
TIw kids om ai It again. 

be a'way to not 'be at Dome, especially when YOU 
are on holidayMW.atlm or on a buslness trip: 
We'll bt o m y  for the month of A w w t .  oHe5 
away on brrsilmessat the moment. 
*v+a& 

ke before ~b =BE UP BEFORE SB 
be be'hlnd sb to give sb your support Don War- 

get that W'W behfndpuall the ww * V*PBP 
,b be'hlnd vrfth sthtobelatedoingath,suEhaa 

paying abW, yourrent,etc: We* behindwith the 
mortgage repayments. o I'm Mind with my cob 
Icge usrgmenrs. + v + adv + prep 

h 'down if a computer system ts down, it La not 
working temporarily: SureIy yowcOmPW isn't 
down again? 
Qv+adv 

be 'down on sb to treat sb severely or UnealrlY: 
He'sbeenreaUy&wnonmMl~ 

ship + v+a&+prep 

be 'Into sth to haw a taste for w an Interest in 
sth: Are you inlo jazz rnwic?o He's baen inlo 
tmfnsssfnceMwtwasmIl Boy. 
e V + P ~ P  

he 'Off 1 to leave; to go, - M y  in a hurry: I 
must be ofl 2 to have gone bad and not be fit to 
eat or drtnk: This milk is on 
+v*abu 

be 'off 8th 1 to have no interest in sth: to have 
stopped liking sth. She can't b w1I. Ske's &n 
ofl herfood all A. o That's it I'm f l  men for 
lve. 2 to have finished speak- on the tele 
phone: Isn't heofl the phoneyet? 
b v + prep 

be ,off for 'sth (#rformoO m have a particular 
amount of sth: How am w fl for rnm (= how 
much havewegot)? 
+v+adv+pr%p 

be 'on 1 (of an went, a show, a perPormanoe, etC.1 
to be happening: to take place: Is ##party 
on? 2 (of a performer) t o  be on the stage; to per- 
form: Who's on m? o We'reon after the support 
band, 3 (of f d )  to be cooking: Am the potom 
m? 
cAv+adv 
& you'rs (spoken, ~lrformal) u d  when you 
are accepting a bet or a c h a w  

be 'on sb if sth such as drinks, fwd, ti-, etc. 
are on sb, they are paid for by that m n :  The 
drinksumon mtonigh1.nkht. 
@ v+PreP 



be 'on sth 1 to be taking medicine, a drug, etc: be 'out of sth tohaveuwdupa pupply of sthand 
S h e ' s k n  on ihepillSorlenyears. o r'ntonstrong havenothing left We'moutof swar 
~~inkilkm 2 to be talking to sb on thetelephone: @ v +a& u prep 
she's ken on thephonefor ~~ to be eating be 'wer sb to have returned to your usual state 
or drinking &I: I 'm on thW ~ I W Y  of happiness after the end of a relatfonshfp: It th FPmorniag 
Av+n- l r  

wns hardat~rst ,  but I'm o m  him nour 
V . P.YC 

what am you 'an? (s-, I@oml) used e v + w p  

when you are wry surprised at sb's behaviour be * " to your 
and are suggestingthat they are acting in a siml- state of health after an illness: He's o m  theflu 
lar way to sb using drugs nom 

ba 'on about st h (bg-orrnal, m p ~ i a l  ly@ to Q v + m  
talkaboutsth,oPteninaboringway; torneangth: be 'wst 't(wmo~toshowthatymthink 
He's a l w y s  on aboul how rnllcn money he eorns. sb is so old that they can no longer do anything 
0 WhQt areyou on about?(= I don't redy  Or interesting The *'ldren &Whed at 
stand). h h  anrIaid he w a s m  it 

ev+adv+prep +v+prep+~t 
bIgheep at rb 1l (mmal, be '*mugh (b ab) to be ronnected to sb on the 
e s p m ~ [ b  BrE) to try to persuade sb to do sth $y "Iephone Y w h t h m ~ h m m  You'rr 
talking about it verg often and in an anno- *Othemnagwmm 
way: I'ue k e n  on at  my husband to go so the doc- 
106 but he mn't. be 'through (with sblnth) (especlnlly AmE) to 
BE) n q  sb havef~nishedusingor doings* tohavehished 
Q v+adv+pmp v + p p  a relationship wrth sb: Aren't you FAmugh w? 

be sonto *b 1 to becomeawm thitt sb You've h n  0 He pramhi  Re was through 
has done sth wrong or illegal slid be trying to with dmgs. o Keith andIare through. 
catch them: Thepaliceamn'! onto wpt. 2 to talk ev+adv 

to sb about sth, especially to coinplainsbout sth hE 'up 1 to be awake: b ' m  W e a m  
or ask them to do sth: rue k n  onto the muncil UP all night. 2 (of the wlnd, the sea, &c.) to 
abut Ihe no&. increase in strmgth or bpcome violent: I n  the 
e V+PWP morning the wind uxrrp up and we m t  twdyfor a 

be amto to find or sth that cwld dOYk sof1irag. 3 ((spoken. iwiirnm0 (of a drink a 
hirve very gd results you or sb else: She meal, etc.) to be ready: W 3 up!Come andgel It. 

could be onto sonrsthing (= she might hw dis- *seeab To 

coverd sth that wffl pmve important). @u+adv 

$ v + P W  h 'up against a b t h  toke fadng problems or 
nod, tohave sbtopped work asapmtestand ba difficulties: W e k  up agailrsi tough mmptifion. 

on strfke: Themstal workersorsstlllovt. 2 to be O rhmprayers 'Mu& lh@Y uh?re raa'rV up 
nolonger in prison: I'veheardSmilA3out aminsf it I= in a dimcult situation). o Do YOU 
if a jury (= a group of m p l e  who decide the mlirewhtW'uh~pagai~f l  

results of a competition orwhether or not sb 1s * v*&*P'Bp 

guilty of a crime) is out, they m st iu trying to be 'UP bfore sb  at.^ be* *)to -r 
make a decision 4 to no longer be in fashion: in court or before ajuof*: He'sup mom t h j d ~ @  
Black ls out thisyea,: o F b l i r e w s s m r o  & out ~ r r o ~  
of fashion these dqvs (= no one is gwlite any 4 v + a d v + ~ m ~  v+PreP 
more). 5 if an action, for example, b out, i t  isnot be 'up for ath 1 to be mnsidered for sth, espe 
possible or Is not allowed: Shll wg@t m g d k  cially as a candidate for ajob, In an eIection. etc: 
one evening mt mek?Monday's out - I'ue god a She's up forpromotion, o &formal) Thmtrm 50 
Fretrch class. tickets w f o r  gmbs I= mailable for people who 
Q v + &  askquicklyt 2 tobeforsb to buy2seeyourhouw 

the Jury b (still) 'out on s(k used when you is up fir sale. o A Picmso is upfor auc t fo~  3 
are say~ngthat sth is stihot certain: The jury is (i*msal) to tw ready to take part In an activity: 
stillouton whether w i n e m  hgoodfiryou The newjob wrll beachallmge, but I'm upfor it. 

beloutfwsth;ba hittodosthtobetrying 4v+&*Prep  
very hard to do sth or to get sth: He's outfor b 'Up ta 4b 1 to be sb's responsibility or duty: 
r e m e .  0 Everyom'sjusl oul for lohat they can It's up lo you lo makesun thehoztse Lr kept tidy- 2 
gel thesedays (= they aretrying to get things for tobe lefttosbtadecide: 'Shalt wgaou6? 'It'sup 
themselves). o The & m a  team wnnt lo win toyou.' 
thisreom, bu#Smzilawout tn stop them. ev+adv+pmp 
+v+a*+prep v+adv+tolnf 

be 'up ta sth (Iru3rmal) 1 to be busy doing sth, 
mpe~ially sth bad: Whol ?lave yw been W 
labehy?~ ThekldFmqufet-  I'rPn sum they'rew 
ro M gmd (= they are doing 8th bad). 2 to be as 
god aspeopleexpxt: Wasywr ntaol up tostand- 
ard? 
& ~ * a d v * W P  
m uvkatb up? (spoken i n f w m ~  1 used to ask 
sb if there is sumething wrong: You h k  terrible! 
What's up? 0 Imuldn't rcndersland what was up 
mfth George. 2 used as a greeting to mean 'how 
are you?, 'what have you been doing?', etc 

be u'pon sb (formnil to be going to happen verg 
soon T~etecrwn Isalmasr umn ILT. 
4 v + prep 

,bear '~QWI on s b t h  (ah ,bear Idarm upon 
sblsth more formnl) 1 (=phi@ BrE) to move 
towards sblsth in a determined or threatening 
way: A mux l  cfjournalisAF born do~un on the 
m i n i s ~ o A  hwrimner is bmrfng down on 
c e w l  Am&. 2 (eswtirrlly AmEE if a prob- 
lem ora  di t lcu l t  situation bears down on you, 
it makes you fwl very worrid and has a severe 
mecton you: Thedraught i s h r r w d o m n  wry 
hard on farmers. 3 (espciaJly AmEl to press 
or push on sblsth: Cligumtiue) The g o m m e n t  
has announced It will bear down on (= deal 
strictly with) irlflntion. 
@v+adv+prep 

'bear onmpon sb/sth uormtd) to be connected 
withsblsth: to hovean effect onsWpth: Thisdaci- 
sion bmrs d i m l y  on our evemiby [iues. 
E9 dfed stu'sth 
EEl7lThis verb 1s rnaLnly used In written Eng- . . 

" 11Sfi. 

e V+@P 
,bear s b t h  'out ( e smht iy  Brm to show that 

sth is true or that what sb says Is W e :  to support 
sbtsth: Iolwaysslrldshe'd doruell. John will bear 
me out on this. o John will bevlr out w h t l s ~ ~  0 
T h i s i h ~ i s r w t b o r m o u t @ t h f ~ ~ .  
+v+n/prcn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,bear 'up ( u w r  sth) to remain cheerful and in 
conml in a diffcult situation: 'How is Your 
motkr?"She's W r i n g  up very mluelL'o 'How are 
you?"Oh bearing up' 
+v+adu 

'bar  U r n  8b/& = eEAR ONh7PON SB/STH 

'bear with 8b tobeptient withsb: ifwu'lljurrl 
bee* wrth mefor a moment, I'll hy to find &. 0 
She's ~tndsr a btofstmin. Just beor wlth her 

Bearwlth sb is usually used in the p-nt 
tense or to ask sb to be patient. 
e v+PWP 

,beal sb 'baaktomakesbmwebackwardsaww 
from sth: She rws beaten tuck  bythePames.0 
T W  t r M  lo beat theenemy f o m  back. 

Beat sb back isusuallyused in the pass&. 
+v+nIpron+adv * v+a&+n 

,beat 'down (on/upon sbl*) I if the sun beat8 
down, it shines with great heat: The sun bw# 
down all ufternmn mrn a clear sky. 2 if rain 
beats down, it falls with great form: The rnln 
was lanling down on #hem. 
e v + a d v  

, b a t  sb~sth ' d m  to persuade nb to reduce the 
price of 5th: to get sb to accept a lower prim for 
sth: Chrk triadlo h i  them down lo a io~erp*. 
rn knock sblsth down 
@ v + n / p m  + a& a v + a h  +n (hJh7ma) 

,beat 9th 'down 1 to hit 8th hard. &n many 
times, untll ~t falls down: Tlae pol& had 0 M t  
the door doun, o h p l e  am hndly beat- the 
dam down mgether hat b w k  (= they are not 
rushhg to buy it). EEl dear b w k  5th 
d m ;  batter 8th dmrm 2 to make 8th flatter or 
lower by hitting it hard, usually with sth flat: I 
~ w d a  spade to tatdown themuduntil it uhww 
and hard. o 5%0 rwmen tried to beot down the 
j E Q m  on his back. EZJ flames + v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,bed sbtsth 'off 1 to drive sblsth back or 
by lighting: They b w t  off an attack & hhrebe! 
army. o ~ e % i e d  lo beat the thugs of with a 
stick. E E l  attack, attnckar 2 to defeat s h t h  in 
a comwtetltlon. Themmpany has beaten on W V  
strong competitionfmrn abmnd. EEd chl!enga, 
m p e t l t l o n  
&v+adv+n + v+nlprwrtadv 

'beat on sb MrnE. idormal) to hit o t  klck sb 
repeatedly 

see O h  WAT SB UP: BRAT UP ON SB 

e v + p r e v  
,beat 8th 'out 1 to pmduce a r m m  b~ M W  

6th such as a drum repeatedly E!!Zi rhythm 2 to 
putoutaflwbyhitting it withsthsuchasablan- 
ket, a jacket, a brush, etc. He used kisjnclfet 50 
baat out thefInmes. IiBJ flames, flm 3 to make a 
p~we of metal flat by hitting it with a hamme' 
etc: PUmgotd mn be &ten out fo form V q  Illin 
sheds. E E  goldnmn, dent 
gv+ac iv+n  v+pmn+adv v+n+adv(less 

J%wuenA 
,boat sb ~t(Forath)(AmlT)mdefsatsbinamm- 

petition: Thgy &at wL n h  other wmganiesfor 
the contract. 
@v+nfpmn+adw v+adv+n 

'beat sb to sth; ,beat sb YO H to achieve 13th or 
reach a place before s'b eW. Beckham heal every- 
o m  eke  to the ball. o Book iww Wore s o w  
else beabsyou bo it! 
+v*nfp~pn+pwp 
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, k M  Sb 'up tohit orkick sb regeatedly: H e r b  

bandlrsedtoWhm~.oThegangtmn#round 
becsting up old India. 

bWh sb up (informal. h m t )  
+ ~ ? Q ~ D B E A T  U P O N S B  
&v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 
b ,beat-'up ( m m h l l y  A m  ( B E  m l l y  
,baterr-'up) udj [usually before noun] (infor- 
ma0 old or damaged: Hedrives a h t - u p  old mix 

,hat yourseH 'up (informan to blame ywrself 
for 9th; to criticize yourseIf: a w don't sllGceed 
thefirsf t i m ,  weshouldn't beat ourselves urn but 
try uga in. 
. e )v+pm*aW 

,beat 'up on sb W, iw317~~) to attack sb 
physically or with words: Of mum it3 mot OKto 
b w t u p o n ~ v r w i f e .  o H e w a s d o f  denling 
upon the Presidernt in thepress. 
+ Seealso BEAT ON SB 
@v+adV+prep 

beaver /%tmr)/ 
,beaver a'way (st ah] (BrE, lrlformal) to work 

very hard at sth: She*$ been hver lng  atmy at 
her homeuwrkfor hours. 
@v+adv 

become ~brkhml ( b n w  meml  
becoma) 

be'come of sbhth O t o  happen to sWsth: 
I w n d e r  w h ~ t  bmm of the m p l e  wfto lived 
~ d w r o W h t w L f l $ e c w n e ~ u s ~ ~ I m y  
job? 
=Becomeof sblsthisalwayswdhaqws- 
tlon with what 
(4 v + P ~ P  

,bed "down (&.E) 1 to lie down to ga to sleep 
somewhere you do not normally sleep: Young 
people hkkd  down in ahrwnys .  IEB doaa 
d m  (BrE, lessformal) 2 ( a h  ,bad 'In) if sth/sb 
new beds down, itthey W m e  settld and start 
to work well: It'll take a whilefor the new sysbrn 
ro bed &wn. o The tam players have Meii 
down well an the Mrn 
@v+adv 

beef J~HI 
,W 'up nth; ,w M e m  'up ~*donnal) to 

make sth bigger, stronger, more interesting, etc: 
Securib has hen Wed up. o Tha mmww hns 
been Wfng to ktf up its imp, 

A noun must always follow up, but a pm 
noun wrnes between the verb and up. 
@v+sdu+n + v+pron+adv 
t 'bwfwbp ndj [only before n o w  improved; 
made bigger, stronger, more Interesting, etc: 
beefededup security 

,beg 'off; ,beg bff oft ,beg 'off dolng sth to 
ask tobeexcusedhm sth; to say that you cannot 
do 6th that you are expected or have p r o m i d  to 
do: She was asked & work the weekend shift bud 
she tried to beg OAF o He kgg@d off ~Lstiing his 
grulndparents. 
EfB pull oltt, all out d atk, pull out M ddng 
-L 

be'lfeve In s M t h  1 to feel SUE that sbtsth 
exists: Do you kl ieve  in ghoslppo I believe in 
God. o 1 don't belieue in aliens. + see a h  nlsee- 
LIEVR It4 SdSTH 2 to have confidence in sW&, to 
feel sure thattheylit wilIbesucceWlorachiwe 
sth: Mypamnrsalmuys k l i e v  in me. o I h w  60 
believe in a p d u c t  Wore  I m n  sell rt. 
OV+PP 

be'lleve In sth: be'lhva In dolng sth tofeel 
thatsthisright or valuable; toapproveof sth:Do 
you beltem In w i t u l  punishment? o She MY 
believe in running rrsks. o I'vealways b e l W  in 
giuingpmple a s m n d   cham^ 
Q V+PWP 

be'lleve ~ t h  of sb to accept that sb is capable of 
a particular action, etc., especially a bad or 
immoral, one: Taking drugs! 1 can't belime f h t  
oSLucy! o If I hudn't seen him &M it. I would 
muer have b e I i e d  t b  of him. o She is &*r- 
mined io believe she worst of me (= think I am 
capable of doing, and l i l y  to do, 6th wry bad). 
@ v+ nlpmn + prep 

belong ~ I T R U ;  A&-19-1 

be'long to sb (MI rrsed In t h e m l w  m) 
f ta be theprolwrtyof sb; to be owned by sb: The 
hourre belong& to my wustn. o That land belongs 
iothegollduh o W h o a b w t h e m n k b ~ & ? 2  if 
a llme or an event belongs to a team, a group of 
people, etc. they we the mast succemfhl, popular 
or ~mportant: Britain drd well in the athletics 
wmpatition, but #he oby klongwI to N ~ m y  o 
The secand havd thettuentieth centuury hlonged 
to the young. 3 if a job, a du& etc, belongs to 
you, it is your responsibility. Thejob of d k r p  
linirsg ta chzld belongs lo thepar@nb. o The credit 
for our smxss hlongs io #he staf (= they made 
us s u c c e M ,  for example by working hard). 
+ Y + W P  

be'long to ath 1 to be a member of sth, for 
example, a dub, an organhation or a family: I 
don't bebw to any polrtiml p~rly. ooPortUgaI 
olreody belongs to the European Union. EXi 
(trade) union, club, (polltleal) party 2 to be part 
of a particular group or system: Rat thmkes  
belongtotheuipwjiamily. o TThesethmturtlesall 
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behng bone $ p e r k  E!Dl spclu, clar*, group, 
eatngory 3 to be part of 6th or connected with a 
part~cular time or place: These things beIong lo 
the pusL o Wrztm like him belong to a different 
@nercafmn EEi thm w, generation 
Q v + m  

belt ~ b e ~ t t  

,belt sth ' d m  ( A M ,  t@rmoO to drink ath 
quickly: Hebelreddown hisher 
Z9 knoek sth back 
Qv+adv+n + v*nlpron+adv 

,bell 'out ztb; ,belt FMhem 'out (lrbformao if 
you belt out a song or a piece of music, you sing 
or play it very loudly: Nobody mn belt alrl a hne 
likesiwmn, o A mdio h i tdoutpop  music. 
m A noun must always follow out, but a pro- 
noun comes betwm the verb and out. 
+v+adv+n r v+pmn+edv 

,belt 'up IBrE. WrmaO 1 (spkm) used to tell sb 
not very politely to be qulet: &*U up, will you? 

S ~ U I  up ( r n f o m l )  2 to fasten the belt that 
you wear in a car to keep you in yourseat ~f there 
is an accident (a seat belt) buckle up 
@ v+adv 

bend (m, b m  m t n  
,bend 'down to lean down: He &nt dorota ond 

kissed heron thechmk. 
6 v+adv 

,bend '-, ,bend 'aver sth to lean mrw: to 
bend h m  the waist: Bend ouer nnol lolxh w r  
foes, o He was bending ouer his desk, m'tinstins 
@ v + a d v *  v+prep 
m b e n d  owr 'bac- (to do rth) to do 
everything you can or make a great effort to do 
sth, especially to help sb: We kd o w  M k -  
wards to kfairla all the chiIdm. 

bet wyl, M.  or h m u e n t  bsb 
tmg, b s t l ~ ,  betted). 

'bet on s t k ' b t  on sbdolng sthtorelyon~th 
or on sb doing sth and expect It to happen: 'Do 
you ihirrk she'll corn.'' 'I wouldn't M on it (= I 
don't t h ~ n k  it is very Hkely). ' o  Donr bet on me 
still being hem when y#u get h c k !  
BE) cwnt om sblsth,~ounton ddngath,count 
on sbleth dolw s*l 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

bind pmmd/ W n d .  b ~ m d  bamd/E 

,blnd sb 'over (law) to warn sb that they wllF 
hare to appear in court if they break the law 
again:He was b o u n d o u m t o l r e t p t h e ~ .  

B i n d s b m i s u s d l y  used inthepawive. 
&v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

'blnd sb to sth v o r m n  to form sb to do sth by 
making them pmmlw to do it or making it part 
of a legal document: Th@ mmpany directom we 
hound to wcmq (=they have promised not ta 
say anything) about the frr#ureoJ the wmplny. o 
The band found they tuew bound fo the mnbuct. 

Bind sb to 8th is usually used in the pa% 
SlI'C 

Q v + n l p r ~ l + w ~  
,bind 8th Up (with sth) ta tie a long thin piece of 

fabric mund 9th to protect it: S ~ E  bound up his 
wounds with bar&$es. 
Q v + d v + n  + v+nlpm+adv 

Im bound 'up In st41 to b very busy with 8th; 
to be very intm-sted or involved in sth: Hebtm 
hound up in hls work to haw much time for hls 
childrw~. bound 'up wlth 8th c l w l y  connected 
with sth: The history of She mmmw is ~ I Y  
bound up with the histary of the CranlfarniIy. 

b i b  mrtl (MI l b r t l . ' b w  l'bml) 
'bAeat sthtotrytobitesth:The&gbEIatthe 

boy'shand. 
QV+PP 

,blte 'back (a swab) to mct when sb has 
harmed you and ay to harm or crlticiza them: 
youcrtficizehim, he'll b i t e k k  
EZL) hll back (at sWsch) 
@ v+adv 

, blte sth 'back to stop yo& from saying 5th 
or Ram showing how you feel: She stmggqIeri to 
b!te back the Iwrsof dhppohtrrrenr. o M ~ k e  bit 
back his onget o The word 'idiot* came into her 
hmd, butshe bit it back. 
EU w o w ,  anger, retort IlE) lupplau nth 

Bite s th back is not used in the passive. 
@ v+adv+n + v+pm+adv + v+n+adv(mrP) 

,bite 'into sth 1 tocutorprrss lntothesurfaceof 
st h: The mllm bli inro his neck. EQ cut Into atb 
2 to have an unpleasant effect on sth, especNly 
by making itsmaller. Therecessron is bitinginlo 
ourprofits. 
Q v + prep 

,bHe sth 'off to cut 8th ofP by biting it: She bftofl 
n n h e  of chomlale. o Hisfinger had hen bitten 

........................ 

lar way; to advert& ssblsth as 8th: ~ome$a#im& @ V+ a* + n + v +WPM + a* 

nrerecefvlng whnlhnskn  billedrnarauolution- mf*nm sbb 'head offotf(frlfom0 to shout 
nty treatment. o The r n r n  - b i l w  ;Q fi-b or speak W them angrily, often for no goDd 
hrinkl AT I M ~ ~ , , - ,  reason: 1 only asked him when the work muid be 

finished and he almost bit my head ofl blte of f  
more Man you can 'chew (informal) to t r y  to do 
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too much ar 6th that ia too 6-t for you: I"hk blare p l e a ( r h ~ ~ n ~  blerl 
d I m e h e 3 b i ~ n ~ m o m l h a n ~ m n d t a u d t a u I , ~  

h- bmen myhidher 'tongue offjout Ublam ' O M  'Out if music bm rmt. 
med to say that youwrsh you said 8th that 0' a radio, etc. blares out music, it is produwd 

or played wry loudly: Music tuas blaring our you have just said: Sam looked hurt and Mark 
Irom so mwm, + The radio wlrs bhriw out cuuldhaw bitknherherngw on: 
rock music. 

black ~blekekl 

,black 'out to lose consciousness or bse your 
memory for a short time: Thepain hit hlmand he 
bkksdout .  
e v + a d v  
k 'blackout n a temporary bss of oonsciousnegs 
or of memory: When dEd you stud hauinr rm 
bhckouts? 
+ S W Q h  BLACKOUT at BLACK STH OUT 

,black ath 'out to turn out ltghts mmpleteb or 
cover windows. etc. so that light cannot be seen 
from outside: b h h d  out windowslhouses o The 
city rws often b h k d o u t  (= there were no lights 
because there was no electricity) by power cua 
EJ window, city 

Hack sth out isoften used in the psssive. 
Q v + a d v + n .  v+wn+adv + v+n+adv(rnre) 
b 'blackout f (mp3ully Brm (in the past) a 
periodof timeduringa warwhsntheslrwsmd 
buildin@ were kept as dark as possible so that 
the enemy could not see whatto bomb 2 [usually 
pl.] (BrE)acoveringfor windows that stopslight 
from outside corning In, Orthat stops bright light 
being seen h m  outside: blackout material 3 
(also 'outage Am& a m o d  of time when the 
electricity supply to a place stops completely 
lEti3 This is now the most common meaning of 
blackout. 4 a situation when the government or 
thp w11ce prevent a radio or television pro- 
gramme h m  being broadcast, or do not allow 
some news or information to be given tothe pub- 
lic: The government have heen ascud of main- 

SEB blast wt. Mmf sth w t ( k m w n t )  
v+adv r v+adv+n + v+nlpmn*adv 

blast r n ~ m t m b l r e s t ~  

,blast a ' w y  (~ sWah)  if a pun or sb using a gun 
blasts away, the gun fires Ioudly and continu- 
ously: The machirwgw b h t d w y  all night. 
e v + a d v  

,blast s M h  a'way (lessmm) to kki ssb or 
remove sth or break it apart vlolentl~ for 
example w ~ t h  a gun, explosives, etc: They h u e  
blast& a w  the sa of this h u t i f u i  MI.& to 
make o twd o flgurotiw) This t h r y  h u ~  ken 
bIns&daway by thenemevidenm. 
,sv*, blow sbMh away 
e v + a d v + n  + v+nlpmn+a&(m) 

,blast "ff when a spacecraft blasts ofF, I t  leaves 
the ground and goes up into spa=: The m%et 
bius.Moff at 7.2Bp.m 
m Hft off 
*v+adv 
t 'bl8~t*Wn l[rl the moment when a spaceffaft 
leaves the ground: BIaslafl uttU bP in SO semnrls. 

,blast 'out: ,blast sth 'out iF music blasts out 
or aradio,etc. blasts outmusic, It bpruducador 
played very loudly: A B w t h  sang wus blastzng 
out a t f i f l  ualume, o The m$iu was b h t i n g  out 
h q  mkmusic. 
,sr*, blare out, M m  .fh out 
+v+adv + v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

toinfnga news bfackoutowr elmion fraud" 
+~eeafso R L A C K O U T ~ ~  BLACK OUT ,blazea'wayl (atsWrth)ifgunsorpeopleblaze 

away, the guns fire mtinuously: Thenuns ke~i 
blank ~l$lsegkl biazing away at the enemy. 2 If a fire blazes 

away, it burns brightly 
,blank 'out ( A m ,  &form0 If you or your mind BEa Blaze is used with the 8ame meanhgs. 

blanks oat, you m ' t  remember mythinn or & v + a& 
you become confused: Ihop  l&nl  blank out in ,blare 'up if a gre bl- am, it suddenly starts 
the eram. burning more strongly: @gumid His anger 
UElH Blank has the same me-. blared up u n m m i k h l j t  
@ u+adv rfrv+arl" - ", 

,blank 9th ' od  $ to delibxately sth 
unpleasant Your chlkfhmd mqv how ken diffi- blend hlendl . . 
cuU but you mn? just blank it out. 2 to cwer sth 
written or printed, for example, with black ink Ibled 'In ' (* *) if rwmetHlng in 
so that it -not be m d :  All ihe names in the 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ w ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ w ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  remn had been blanked ouf. 
blend i n m l y  with thewpet. o Tha n e w o m  * v+pmn * w*n+adv(rrve) 
b h k m ' t  b k d  in )-,,&[ with i& &&it&m[sur. 

I7 blow away .... L ....X...........................................~.....n................................-............ '.-'..- . .  ...................... 

~eo~le,thgrbecomesimilar tothepeoplearound 
them: He should try 0 blend h wfth the WLF a 
blr nore. 
+ S e e a h  BLEND INTO STH; MERGE IN (WITH STH), 
MERGE INTO STH 
+./+a& 

,bland sth 'In 1 (in owkIngE to add motha sub 
stance to ath and mix them together: Heat the 
burtergently and lhrm &nd In a h t S l @ ~ u r  BFX) 
mix sth In 2 to make a suhtance mix with 
another so that ynu cannot see where one ends 
and the other starts: BIend theqeshadow in with 
yourfingem. o He ble& m she c h a m 1  lines to 
make thepicture look softer 
+v+adv+nev+pmn+adve v+n*e&(less 

fwuent) 
, b l d  'Into 8th tolookorsoundsoaimilar tosth 

that it IS dIfEcult for anyone to see w hear It sep 
arately. The animalsmn become a[mosl ~nviriibk 
by hlend~ng into ihe longgrms o Thenew devel- 
opment should bknd inlo itssurrwndin~s. 
EZJ background, surroundlnp 
+saaabo HI.END IN;MERCE IN (WITH STH).MERGE 
INTO STM 

+v+prep 

, bRmp 'autrup (AmE, iMormaO to become fat: to 
galn weight 
+v+adv 

blink jbhkl 

,blink sth a W y  to clear 8th BPm the eyes by 
blinking .(= closing and opening ywr eyes 
quickly): He blinkedawy a tear 
m team 
+v+adv+n * v+dpmn+adv 

,blink sth 'bsektotrytowntrolyourteam!~nd 
myseff b l l n k ~ n g ~ c k ~ ~ h h ~  
El only tmarIs) 
9 v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,block slNsth 'In to stop a vehicle from being 
drlven away by parking too close to it: You're 
blodrlngthathfini in, o ~ h i y h a d p w k e d  in 
frontof me, b h k I n g m I n  ~Iwasblackdinbj,  
two Io,-r&ssoIhadtoleavethewrund~Ik. 
Q) v+nIpmn+adv + v+adv+n(& fwwnt) 

,block fih'outtosbop~tornoiisehmooming 
in; to cwer or hide sth: The blocked out 
much of thesunlight. o murut iw)  I'm W tu 
the tnIfFc n0i.w now Ijwt block it out I= I don't 
hear it). 
BXi MgM, run, .ound 
@v+adv+n.  v+pmn+adv + v + n + a d v ( h  

P r e P W )  
,block s h t h  'out; ,block sb/sth 'out of sth 

to avo~d remembering swath or thinking abut 
sblsth, especially sth unpleasant: He rried lo 
blmk the ~ncident owl of his mind. 
,sv*1 blot sblath out, btal sWsth owl of ath; 
shut 8th out, shut sth out of stb: lupplaSS sth 
Qv+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

v + n/pmn + a h  + prep 
,blocksth 'up tofillsthsuchasahoklem@etely 

so that nothrng can get through It All the win- 
dows hnd k e n  bhked up 
EEI wlndow, door, hole,Rlsplaw 
Qv+nlpron+adv 4 v+adv+n 
b ,blacked 'up adj completely full; not clear: I've 
got a blockwl-up nor;e. 

,blot sbrsth 'out; ,blot s h t h  'out of 8th to 
avoid remembering sWsth or thinking about 
sblsth, espe~ially sth unpleasant: He wanted 0 
blot out the memog~ 
IEI mmorles, thught. bid aWsth out, 
block sblsth out o# stll; shut sth nut, shd sth 
out of 5th 
ev*n/pmn+adv + v+adv+n r 

v+n lprm+adv+m 

,blot sth 'out to stop light or noise in; to 
cwer  or hide slh: Dnrk c l o d s  wexe blotting out 
She sun. 
EB3 l lgM sun, ttwr, round Mock s?h wt 
Qv+adv+n * v+rtlpmn+adu 

-* 
18 -down - in, into 

-off 

-wt 
-0Wr 
"UP 

,blow alrey; ,blow Hh a'way to be mwed or 
carried away by the form of the wind or by sb's 

,block nth 'off1 t o ~ l o s e a m a d o r a n o t h e r p ~ ~  bmth;tomweinthis way: ~t wmso w i n d y ~ h e m  
by placing a barrier acmes it to stop s&.th gohg mdJ' bkw OW? 0Aslldden b m  blew h~s news- 
in or cornme out: The mIiEB bIocXBd mdreel a f t  W P Q ~ W .  0 she blew away #he duston the lid. 

. - - .  
leaks.-kh street, mad, areal, antrank EE) ,blow sb a'way 1 [lqfwnurb to imp- sb a lot 
close sth off (to 8thlsb) 2 (especmlly AmG) to  to surprise or please sb: I s c u o h w ~ o m m o n  

mundings. 2 (wtth sb) if sb blends in with other reserve a period of time for a particular activity: B d w a y  last ymr and it just blew me awa~a 
T h u W y  aflernoom are blocked offprsporbs. 
@v+n/pron+& + v+adv+n 



2 IAmE, idormat, s p a m  to defeat ab easily: 
Mitchell blew m a y  theother r u m .  
+v*nlpmn+& + v+adv+n 

,Wow sbisth a'way to kil l  sb or remove or  des- 
troy sth with explosives or with a gun: He threat- 
e n d  to blow us a m %  o They blew hk k m p g  
nwuy(= by shootlngthem). 
B blast nbiatk avray + v+Wpmn+adv + v*arhr+n 

,brow 'dorm; ,blow 5th 'down It sth bbm 
down, or the w ~ n d  blows It down, it falls to the 
ground m u s e  of the force of the wink An OM 
wk tree hnd bbwn down in the &rm o Hm- 
dredsof treeshavehnblowndown this iuintm 
Qv+adv + v+nlpron+adv r v+adv+n 

,blow 'In; ,blow 'Into sth (lnformab) to arrive 
somewhere where you are not expPcted: Laok 
who'sjusl bbwn in! o How you h r d  who'sjwt 
blown into town? + v+adv v+prep 

,blow 'off; ,blow sth 'off; ,Mow sth 'off sth 
1 if sth blows OR or the wInd blow& it off, it is 
removed by the force of the wtnd: M y  hat bkwofl 
oAgus l4 fwrndblewherwof loTbrooJwas  
blown o r  llae Greem'hoz&. 2 if sth blows off in 
an explosion, or an explosion blow s th  off it 1s 

violently remwed: Thedoor blewoff inlheaxplp 
sion. o Thee+plosiunblewthemf off ( thehow) .  
@v+adv + v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n + 

v+ nlpmn + prep 
mblowlknack s M  Dtl tO i m p m  or 
surprise sb very much: When Ifirst W the 
sow, it blew my sacks o n  

,blow 'off 8th; ,blow It '&(A&, i r&mdj to 
deckde no2 to do sth you should do or were plan- 
ningto do: Jmh bkw off herclnssesonfiiduy 
afLermn togo shopping. 
EmX A noun must follow off, but a pronoun 
comes between the verb and off. 
@ v+adv+n v+pmn+adv 

,blow 3b '0ff(.4naE, InirmaOto disappoint sb by 
not meeting them as arranged., to end 8. wlation- 
shrp with sb: We uwre srrppwd to go out yes* 
day, but he blew meoff: 

stand sb up + v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 
,blow 'out 1 if a lyre blows oat, it bursts sud- 

denly: One of &front tym bkmout. hrrt 
2 rf an oil or gas well blows out It suddenly 
sends out gas with great force 
+v+adu  
F 'blowout n I anoccasion whenatyre bursta on 
a vehicle while it 3s being driven 2 an occasion 
when oll or gassuddenly escapeshm anoil weU 
3 (BrE, i!&rml) a large meal at which pmple 
eat too much 4 W+ inform0 a large party or 
soclal occasion 
-B see a h  BLOWOUT at e ~ o w  SB OUT 

,blow 'out;,Mow ath 'out1 Wafhmebbws 
oat  or sWsth blows it out, it  is put out by the 
wind or  mme air: Them WQS a s&n gusr of 
mind and the mmndle bleur out. o She twk a deep 
breathand bk-wout ail thecundk 2 if a window 
blow8 out, or an explosion, etc, blow it  out, the 
force makes it fall out: All the windows blew out 
in the blast. o The expbsbn blew our the win- 
dows in the butldmg. 
e v + a d v  + r+adv+n + v+nlpm+sdv 

,blow Sb 'out WmE, i?g-1, wrt) to defmt slb 
easily: The home Fmm blew out the Suns by M 
points. 
@v+dpmn+adv v+adv+n 
b 'wawwt n W, irlformal. sporl) an easy 
victory 
+seealsoE~owow~at stow OWT 

,blow ath 'out 1 to breathe sth out fmn your 
mouth. She inhakd and then bIau thesmoke out. 

exhale 9th 2 to All sth, especially your 
cheeks, w ~ t h  air She blew out her cheek in ems- 
pamtwn. cheeka 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
UiE! blow yourlshb 'bmlnn aul (ir&mmn to kill 
yourselBsb by shooting yomIfIthem in the 
head 

,blow Itself 'wt If a storm blows itseaelf ant, it 
loses its force and stops: By morning the mm 
h i  blown itsev out. + v+pron+adr 

,blow 'over 1 if a storm blows wer, it bemrnea 
less strong and stops: W e s h e l W  in a barn until 
the sMra blew wet IEQ dle dmvn, subside 2 if 
sth such as an argument blows wer, it becomes 
less immrtant and is forgotten: Dun? m m  back 
to work until the argument has blown over EfQ 
subslde 
+ v + a d r  

,blow 'over ,blaw rmth 'mmrif sWslh blows 
over or the wind blows sbhth over, they fan to 
the ground because of the force of the wind: Gne 
of the irees had blown owr  in the stom. o The 
fence had been blown over in a storm. 

Blow sblsth over is offen used in the p w  
slue: Pedesk~am were blown over in &e force 
winds today. 
g v + a d v  r v+nlpron+adv 

,blow 'up 1 to explode; to be dstroyad by an 
explosion: The bomb blew up as q r f s  tried to 
defrrse it. 0 The cur blew up when it hit the wlL 

explode (more formal) 2 to staxt suddenly 
and withfom:Aslosm blew up jusraftertheship 
Ieftmrt. o R row has blown upowrtheleaklngaf 
ir$ormcrtioion to t h e p m .  EQ dla d m  3 [a* sb) 
(rnformaR to become very angry: MY mum blew 
u p a t m y c d a d f o r ~ p l n g m u p m h t e .  oHfsattG 
tudeannoy&meand f bkw up. 
e v + a d v  

H B l b h q t n a b i ~ c m ~ -  
atlcm blows up in your face. it goes ~ w y  b d y  
wrong and causes you harm or embarrassment 
b 'blow-up n I {especinlly AmE) an explosion 2 
ylmm an n i o n  when sb becomes very angry: 
an argument: The lensions beluxen themended u1 
a blg blow-up, 
4 Wt?dS0 BLOW-UP at BLOW STH UP 

#law sb/sth 'up to kid sb or destroy sth with a 
bomb or an explosion: The h w k m  thraalened 
toblow theplnneup. oOAj&einIfalyruasMown 
up hy a car bomb Iapf  uwek 

Blow sblsth up is often usedin the passive. 
Q v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,blow ath 'up1 tofillsthwlthairor gas: Y w W  
lo blow up the tyres on your bike. EZQl balloon, 

E B  Inflate sth (mmformn~ I& stk 
down 2 to make 9th larger: What a lowly photo! 
Why don'tyou have it blown up?@Ei phota Isrrr, 
enlarge ath (mrefmmf) 3 to make sth seem 
more ~mportant,  betteror worse than ~t really IS: 
The whole Marr has k n  blomn un out of all 
pmportiom. FB exaggerate sth (moreJorrnQi) 
~ v + n l p m n + a d v  v+adv+n 
b 'blow-up n a lacger picture made from a photo 
or pictun: The blom-LID s h o d  a SCar on the 
attacker 3 c h k .  
+ s e e a I s o ~ w w - ~ ~ a t ~ ~ o w  UP 
t 'blowup odj [only More m] that you can 
fill w ~ t h  air or gas 
+see also BLOW-UP atBLOW UP 

,bluff sb 'wt. (oId-fmhioned, i&rmaL (?s@n[ly 
AmEj to lie and pretend In order to h i v e  sb 
+v+nlpfcm+sdv r v+adv+n 

,bluff It 'out{es@dlyBrEj to lie and deceive sb 
In order to get out of n dimcult situation, espe- 
cially when they suspect yw are not being hon- 
est: if he asks any dimult  questions~ you'll have 
to b I m  it out. o I know euerylhing so there's no 
point lryrng blw itout. 
Qv+rt+sdv 

,bluff sb 'out of sth (oWfmhbmd, AnFF to 
deceive sb in order to get sth Porn them 
F0 ,chmt  $h of sth, chwt sb out of sth + v + dpmn * a&+ prep 

,blunder a'rouml: ,blumler a'mund sth (ah 
,blunder a'boutPmund, ,blunder a'brmv'mund 
sth especially RrEj to move about a place in an 
awkward or uncertain way, knocking into 
thmgs: He blunder& a b u t  in the dark, &ling 
f ir  the light swilch. o f blun&d wound the 
j b t ,  hying lo be quiet. 
+v*adv v+prep 

boll down ............................ ~ .... '.,........,. 

,blunder 'into nth 1 to walk into 6Weth because 
you areawkward or unable to s: She blundmpd 
intoa tree. 2 teaceidentally And yourself ina dii- 
ficult or dangerous place or situation: She blun- 
derd  intoa dangernusown of theclrjrafterlosing 
her way. 0 He had innocently blundered into a 
priwie dkpute. 
*w+m 

,blurt sth 'out to say sth suddenly and without 
thinkmgcmrulEy: %$been anmi&nt,'she 
blurted out o He found himself blurting oui the 
whole story to her 
@v+adv+& v+adv+n + v+rrlpmn+adv 

board fbxd:AmEbad/ 

,board sth 'up to cwer awindow or a door wlth 
boards: Allthe windows had &en b m k d  up. 
FB3 wlndmv, houw,shop 

Board sth up is often used inthe passive. 
@v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,bob 'up 1 to come to the surface quickly: S h  
dive$ in and hbobbad up nfiw =rids LWr En t h ~  
middle of the pool. 2 to appear suddenly: She 
hbbed up fmm behind thefence.. pup up 
Q V + &  

,bog ' d m  (Am tobe unable to makepmgreas: 
The bill hgged down aftw kfngpasped bY Can- 
gress. 
(bv+adv 

be~get ,bogged 'down (In sth) 1 tobelget  tuck 
in mud orwet gt~und: tobecome stuck in 8th and 
unable to m a h  progress: The m r  got bog& 
down m the mud. 2 to beunable tomake progress 
in an activity: Ihn'iget m& down in details. o 
I'm rather wged down (with work) at the 
moment. + belget + v + adv 

,bog 'm (BrE. sZmg) used to tell sb rudely to go 
away: Sog oflISn trying losleep! 

clear off ( W o r m 0  
@v+adv 

,M I  a'way if a liquid boUs away, it boils until 
there is nothing l& The wuw in the s a m n  
had all bolledaway. 
)ar.) wapOrah(m~j-ormul) + v+adv 

,bolt d h  'down 1 to make a liquid less In quan- 
tity by lmlllng it IIB) redm nth (more fOmU0 



boll down to 2( .... .... .................................................... - ..... * .... .-.. ...*.r......-....- ..- 
2 (to 8th) tomake sthsmakr by semwingunim- 
portant parts and leaving only the essential 
things: Boil the report down lo Ihe key wznts. 
El0  wndvlnw 8th (moreformal) 
&v+nlpron*a& 4 v+adv+n 

,boil 'down to sth (not used in thepmgmmIw 
fern)  if a situation, an issue, etc. boll3 down to 
sth, it has that as itsmainpart: Itall h ~ f s d o w n  
lo money rn the&. 
+v*a&+prep 

,boll ' m r  I If a liquid in AN, etc. W over, it 
boils and flows over the side of the pan: Dm? kt 
the milk borl o m  2 Onto 8th) ( inform0 if anger. 
an argument, etc. boils mr, it change and 
becomes very violent and diicult to control: 
The unrest could boil owr inlo civil wul: o She 
inlerrupied swiftly ,!&ire hts m p r  muM boil 
owragain. EE) explode + v+adv 

,boil 'up Lf anper, an argument, etc. boils up, It 
starts to beoome stronger ormore violent 
+v+adv 

, h i l  SWI 'up to heat a liquid or some fwd 
until lt bails: I'llboil the W k u p  egainand we'll 
Rrrveacupof tea. 

Boil sth can be usel with the same mean- 
ing. 
@ v+Wpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

,bollix sth 'up (AmE,slang) tomnfuseorchange 
sth: tospoilsth 

mess sth up (JtbfOmO, lwew sth up 
(slang) 
@v+nlpmn+& * v+adv+n 

bolster rbmtstalr): A ~ E  'bwi.1 

,bolster s h t h  'up to support or encourage sb: 
to make sth better or stronger: He tried to bolster 
up their momk o The high iniemf ram helped 
to bokre* up them?wm$ 
EEi confidence, morale 

Bolster sWsth is morefmquent. 
Qv+nlpmn+a& v+adv+n 

,bolt 8th 'down (WrrrmT) to eat sth very 
quickly:Ehadlo hltdownmy br&fa$t. 
mfood 
E E E  Bolt nth isalso used with this meaning. 
+v+n/pmn+adv b v*adv+n 

,born b a'long (ir&rmal, espclally BrE) to move 
very fast, usually havehicle 
+v+adu  

,bomb 'out ElnjBmE, qpdallykmh') loPailvery 
badly: Themovkbombed o u r n t t h e b x o ~ ,  

Bomb is&ou&with thesamemeanlng. 
Q v+adv 

berg& ,bombmi 'out: met ,bombed ' od  
of sth ff a person is bombed out, their home 1s 
d~stroyed by bombs: if a building 1s bombed 
out, It is destroyed by bombs: Thy got bombed 
out. + belget+v+edv r be(get+v+adv+prep 

bane m: A ~ E  bwnl 
,bone 'up on 8th (Wrmal)  to study 8th: to look 

again at sth you ahady hw lrnurl bone upon 
myFrench &foremgotoParis. + v + adv + prep 

, b k  'In(at.th),,bOOk 'In@ &th(BrE)toarrive 
at a hotel and arrange to have a mom: TRajr 
h k e d  in (at the 56 Fmncis H o w  wing a f a h  
mme. o She M e d  into a hotel in the certw oj 
Boston 
FEE) checkIn(atah);chkhtosth 
BE0 check out, cheek out of nth 
@v+adv v + w p  

,book sbllpourself 'In (at sth), ,book s'luyour- 
self 'inte sth(BrE)toresemaroomatahotel, 
etc for sb: I'ue Booked rrs in at the Plaza. o The 
hote! I wm booked into was awfuI. o He's booked 
h a m ! f  r m n  rehub~litution clinic. 
EEi hotel 
@ v +  nfprm + adv v + ntpmn + prep 

,book 'up (lw ath) (wfu BrE) to reserve a 
place, fur example on a lrip or a course: I h k & d  
upfor the course nwnths In h l l c e .  

W Bmk (for 5th) can be used with the same 
meaning. 
+v+adv  

be ,booked 'up 1 if a plane, restaurant, theatre, 
etc. i s  boom up, there are no seats, tablea etc. 
available: Ail theflights are h k e d  up Be 
fully h k e d  is often uwd with the same mean- 
ing. 2 (informal) if a person is booked up, they 
have no tlme available: He mn'! see you tomor- 
row, he's booked up. 
+be+v+edv 

,boom 'out if a sound or sb's voiw booms mt, it 
makes a loud, deep noise: Hls uolw boomed out, 
announcing the w i n m .  
+v+adv 

,boom 'out to say 5th In a loud deep v o w  
She bwmd out #n#Wfans through n bud 
h a i k  o A mice hmmd out: 'NoMy moue!' 
&v+adv+n v+a&*spwch 

,bod sb ' o e  ,boot sb 'out of sth (ir&rmaI, 
especwlly BrE) to force sb to leave a place. job, 
school, club, etc: I'll have to boosyou wtsoon -1 
want to lock up. o T ~ E  mnnnger h i e d  him oat of 
thetenrn, o He luns bootedout the h o w  by his 
fn ther 
,srrrr kkksbout,ldEkYboutofrth~hfimml), 
throw sb out, thmw sb out of sth 

Boot sb out, boot sb oat of sth are often 
used In the passive. 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+sdv+n + 

v+ nfpmn + adv + pr%p 

,boot 'up; ,M sth 'up (mmputlng) if a m- 
puter boots up, or sb boots it up, it is turned on 
and becomes ready to use: My machine tsn't boot- 
mgupupropriy. o When-you h# up, a m w  wirl 
appwr on tk h e m  o Bwi the computer up and 
enaryowpassword. 

computer 
Qv+adv v + d p m n + & v  + v+adv+n 

border /lmda(r);AmE'b3nl-/ 

'border on sth (also 'border upon dh ( h f o r -  
M I )  1 to share a border with mother counh~ or 
region; to be next to a place: Many slates bo&- 
ing on t h  EEam mger Fa jora o Their garden 
border$ on the Riwr S e w n .  2 to mme close to 
being 6th: Her selfar@dence bordm rm a r m  
gance. o Our task h r & n  on She impossIbk E!D 
verge on ath 
Q v + prep 

,bore 'into sbleth (lltemv) if mmebody'a eye8 
bore into sblsth, they stare in a way that makes 
sb feel uncomfortable: His blue eyes seemed to 
b m  into fm 
0 v +  P ~ @ P  

,boss sb a'rwnd ( a h  ,bM. sb #but aw 
ciolty BrE) (fnformnl) to tell sb what to do in a 
forceM or unpleasant way: He's alwuys bossing 
hki wiJe mmd. 
Q v + nlpran + adv 

botch l%DtJ;AmEba.tf/ 

,botch d h  'up { i r l f o m t )  to spoil 6th by doing it 
badly; to do sth badly: I m W  o f f i l n g  my corn- 
pure6 he's botched il up cunnplp&E~ 
E33 mess sth up 

Botch sth is usedmore frequently with the 
same meaning: botched a m p &  at DrY 
+v+n/pron+adv v+sdv+n 
b ' b t c h p  ( a h  b k h )  n (Wrmnl, -I& 
Bra a piece of work that is badly done 

bottle ybntl: A ~ E ' W  

,bottle 'out: , W e  'out of sth; , w e  'out 
of dolng sth (BrE, iqfofmnr) to suddenly 
decide not to do sth -use you are too fight- 
en& I hoftled out of phoning him at the k t  
mrnute. 
,sr*, cMekon out chlclren out ol sth. chlcken 
outvfddnglth 
Qv+adv - v+adu+prep 

,bottle sth 'up to keep your feelings, especialEV 
sadness or anger, hidden md not telE other 
pwple how you am feeling: Tell m m n e  hour 
yo~~'re@ling, in.&&@ boltlingit all up. 
@I emotions, feelings 
@v+nlpmn+attv v+adu+n 

,bottom 'out if markets, prices or ktd situetions 
bottom out, they reach their l m t  mint and 
then stop getting worse: The m n  hnsfinnlly 
$oltomedout. + v+adv 

bounce m-si 

,bounce sth a'round (frsrormat, e ~ 1 ~ s c l a l f y ~ ~ ~ E )  
to discuss 5th with other pmple: We're bouncing 
samnew ikksarnwrd. 
EE Ideas 
~ v + n l p m n + a d u  4 v+e&*n 

,bounce 'back (from mth) IAmEcrIsn ,wmp 'beek 
(lnb ath)] (Informal) to m v e r  well after you 
have been ilUs~ck or had a dimcult time: No mat- 
ter whnt happens, she ahays b o u r n  back wry 
quick1y. 
Isr.) recow (from sth) (morejbrmal) 
@v+adv  

,bounce Wck: ,brim sth 'back if an e 
mail boancea back, or the system bounces it 
back, it returns to the person who sent It 
M u s e  the sgetem wet deliver it 
Q v + &  + v+adv+n v+nlpron+adv 

,bounoe ab 'ide sth; ,bounce $b 'Into 
dolng sth (especially BrE) to make or force sb 
to do sth quickly without g~ving them time to 
think about it: IfeltI'd heenbounced inlomppon- 
ing apmposalldidn't really agree with. 
=This phrasal verb is of€cn used in the 
passwe. 
@ v + nlpmn + prep 

,bounce sth 'off 8b (iMrmol0 to tell sb eLse 
your ideas to find out what they think about 
them: We wmable to sharepmblems and bounce 
ideas on each other 
ESl Meas 
@ v + dpmn + prep 



bow mu1 
,bow ' d m  1 (t- sWath) to move your 

head or the top ~ r t  of your body forwards or 
downwards as a sign of respect: He 50 
h w  down the king. 2 (to ~Wsth) to do what 
sb tells you to da without trying to resist: We 
@se W f usl bow down and IPI the gwernmpnt 
do whaleuer it wan& 
Qv+edv 
,h 'Out, ,bOw ' od  of 8th to stop doing an 

activity or a job that you have been doing suc- 
m s f u l l ~  often for a long time: mr thinyymrs 
in politics, hefteels it is time 60 bow out. o Smith 
wili h w  w t  of p rof~~~lonoI  fwthlE ol the end of 
themson. 
Qv+adv  * v+a&+pi-ep 

'bow to 8th to agree unwillingly to do sth w to 
accept sth that sb else wants you to: The govm-  
m n t  euentually $ o w e d f o p u b i i c ~ u r e .  
ESl pressure,the Inevbble 
Isvlu, glve In (to sblsth) 
O V + P ~  

,bowl sb 'out(in cricketlto makethepwscm who 
IS hitt~ng theball (thebatmnan)have tolemethe 
field by throwing a ball that they cannot hit and 
that hits the wlcket (= the threesticks behind the 
batsman); todismigsa whole team in this way 
&v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,bowl sb 'over to surprise or impress sb a lot; to 
affect sb deeply: We were bowL&om @ the news. 
o Phillp hwIed w a l l  ouer by deciding logo inlo 
uduertking. 

Bowl sb over is oRen used In the passive. 
ev+nEpmn+adw v+adv+n 

,box sb 'in to prevent sb from doing what they 
want, e s p l a l l y  by mating rules or other dim- 
cuEties: Tha ~~ was unable ta Qct kauiw 
the DernOcn3fs wre Baxing him irk o She LunS 
boxed In by rulesand mgulntions. 

Box sb in is often used in the passive. 
Q v + nlpmn + adv 

,box sbtsth 'In to p m n t  a p m n  or a vehicle 
from moving by surrounding themlit with other 
people or vehicles: You can't park kre-you're 
boxing tho! mr m! o He muIdn't o m  the 
M e r  k a u s e  he wus in by the other run- 
Mrs. 
-Box BW& lu isoflen used in the passive. 
+v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

,box s t h  'up to put sth in a box or boxes: She 
boxed up adE the OM d b y  c b # k  io send & her 
n m .  
@v+nlpmn+a& + v+adv+n 

branch fim:ntJ:AmEbmntJj 

,branch 'Off 1 iS a road or path branches aff, it 
leaves a larger one and goes in a different direc- 
tion: She folIoruad thepath until it branched ofl  o 
Over Ihe bridge0 rwd hmrtdrosoff lo the right, 2 
if a person branches off, they leave a road or 
path and travel in a diflerent direction: Go past 
thefirm and branch off towwds the he, 
@ v + &  

,branch 'out (Into sth) to begin to do a new job or 
an activity that you do not usually do: Th@ mm- 
pmy u bmnchlng out inm Eumpe, o She's I ~ P  
ing thewmmny lo branch oat on her own. 
Q v + &  

brazen / % I T ~ I  

,brazen 'out s t h ;  ,brazen It 'out to behave in 
a confident way as if you are not ashamed or 
embarrassed about 5th you have done, even 
though you should be: The wnutor brazen& it 
out as the listof smndaIsgm. 
W A  noun must always follow out, but it 
comes between the verb and out. 
&v+it+aUv r v+adv+n 

break /brek/ mmke 1brauk;AmE b m k l  
broken I'braukan: AmE 'bmukanl) 

,break a'way 1 (from sth) if an object breaks 
away from sth that is holding it in place, it  
becomes sepamted from it: The t w t  hnd broken 
a m y  from i t s  moorings. 2 (from sb) to escape 
suddenly fmm sb who is holdlng you or keeping 
you prisoner Theprisoner brokenwayJhm the 
guards. 3 (from sW8th) to leave a group or an 
organization, such as ap~li t ical  party o ra  state. 
because of a disagreement, usually in order to 
form a new one: Seueraf MPs broke away lofirm 
a new par& o Ruo stub broke away from the 
@!@roilon. 4 (fmm tblsth) to move away from a 
group of people or a crowd: She managed lo 
b w k  away from thehepack (= in a race) and estab. 
lish a W. o He bmke oway from the group ond 
mme ouer to talk tow. 5 (from 6bIsth)  to reject a 
tradition or the usual way of do~ng t h i n g  and do 
sth new and different: The cumpuny is trying lo 
brmk rrwayfrom tfs td i f iona l  Image. 
&v+adv 
t ' b m a k a w  odj [only Wore nomj  a break- 
away group, political party or part of amuntry 
is one that leaves a larger group: a breakaway 
f~ionlmouementImpuhIic 
t 'breakaway n [sing.] an act of separatinghm 
a larger grouplstate, etc. 

,break 'down 1 if a vehicle, etc. breaka down, it 
stops working because of a fault: The m h h g  
m h i n e  h a  broken down ogoin. o We (= our 
car) bmkedown twimon the way home. 2 if talkn 
a marriage, etc 'break down, they fail: Negoii- 
ations kt- the two sides haw broken down. o 
Thirnaorriage bmke down &er thmyetars. 3 to 
lose control of your feelings and start ctying: As 
she drove a m  Ijwl bmke down and wept. 4 if 
your health breaks down, it becomes wry bad: 
Herhealth bmkedown asaresuitof thestmin. 5 
(Into sth) to be divided into parts so that I t  Is eas 
ier to discuss, to analyse or to deal ~ 8 t h :  My 
weekly budget breaks down as foSIow: 50% for 
mt, ~ 0 %  for Jwd, 10% for mvel, and 20% for 
ewrythtng e h .  o Thejob bmksdown inlo m n  
p a r k  + see a h  BREAK STH DOWN 3 6 (Into 8th) if 
a substance breaks down, it separates into dSf- 
ferent parts or changes into sth else in a chem- 
ical prooess: Somepesticides breakdown We11 in 
urclkl: + $ e e a h R R E A K  STH DOWN 4 
Q v+adv 
h 'braakdorm n 1 [GI anoccasion when a vehicle 
or a machine stops working: We had a bmk-  
d ~ w n o n  the way home o o bmkdown !ruck2 [C] 

a fallure of talks, a marriage, taw and order, 
etc: a bwkdown in communication o They were 
b t h  responsible for the breakdown of their mar- 
riage. 3 [CJ a period of mental illness when sb 
becomes tired, depressed and unable to lead a 
normal life: He had a nmorrs brtmkdomn lnsl 
ywr 4 [C ,  usually sing.] detailed informationor 
figures that are the results of dividing sth lnto 
its parts to explain it more clearIy: Get me a 
breakdown of how the hemoney  was swnt. 5 [U] the 
act of dividing a substance into its pasts in a 
chemical process 
b ,broken-'dm udj [usually before noun] 1 (of 
a vehlcle or a machine) not working: a broken- 
down cur 2 in a poor condition: a broken-down 
m ll 

",break sth 'down 1 to make sth fall down or 
open by hitting it hard: They had doget thepolfce 
In breok the &or d o m  door IE9 knock 
sth down2 todestroy orremovesth,especially a 
problem or an attitude or opinion that sb has: 
Our arm LS to b m k  down barriers tRnl exisl 
between teuchers and mrenls. EE bawlera 3 
(Into sth) to separate sth into smaller parts in 
order to analyse it or deal with it more easily: 
I 've  broken damn ihe costs by country. o The wm-  
mny u m  bmken down Into smaller units. o Tlne 
queslfonmn be broken &wn hfo t m p r s s .  4 sa 
also BREAK DOWN 5 4 (Into sth) to make a sub- 
stanw m t e  into its parts or change in a 
chemical pmcess: Enzymes in the mouth and 
stomach h k  the fawl down 4 See also BREAK 
nOWN 6 
@v+nlpron+adw + v+adv+n 

t 'keakdUmI n = BRRAKDOWN at BREAK DOWN 

F ,brOkOH-'down d j  = BROKEN-DOWN at BREAK 
DOWN 

,break 'In I to enter a buluildtng illegally or by 
force: SomLmdy broke h last night and sbk the 
PC& video. o Thepr@tghlershad to b r e d  in to 
IVSCW th??lZ. See a h  BREAK 1lYTO STH 1 2 (on 
sth) to interrupt sb when they are speaking or 
dolng 8th: Her r~ log izdfor  bmkrng in on their 
m n v m ~ t i o n .  o Mary bmke in: 'It's not her fauIlI' 
& 1 v + m  

2v+a& r u+adv+speech 
b 'break-In n an entry into a building using 
force, usually illegally: Therehm been n serhof 
brwk-ms m thearm. 

,break sb i s th  'In to train a person so that they 
get used toanewjoborsituation;totrainahorse 
so that you can ride it: We try to b m k  newomen 
ingenlg o The horses hadn't been broken in. 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,break sth 'Fn 1 if you break In new shoes or 
boots, you wear them untll they becomecomfort- 
able- If m k  me w k s  lo break in t h e  new book. 
EGi boots, shoes EfX) weer ath In 2 (Am& (in 
the past) to prepare the engine of a new car for 
normal use by drivlng it slowly and carefully 

car run 8th In (Rrm 
Qv+adv+n + v*nlpmn+adv 

,break 'Into sth 1 to enter a building, open a car, 
etc dlegally andbyfom:Athi.$mnbreQkinloa 
mr m under ten s w d .  o Three houses in our 
street Ianw been broken inso thk week 
housa, car Break into 6th can be used In 
thepassivein t h i s m e a n i n g . + s e e o h ~ ~ ~ n ~  IN 1 
2 to suddenly begin to do sth such as laugh, 
cheer, run, etc: He broke into a  run when. he saw 
the police. o Her faw bruke into a huge smile, o 
The audimce bmke inlo appInmEZM 
smlletgrin, r u m ,  song, kughbr 3 (Brm to 
use a banknote (= a piece of paper money) of 
high value to buy sth costing Eess: IdMn't mntta 
break Into a twentpmund note. 4 to interrupt 
sb's thoughts: Her mother's voice broke inlo her 
though&. E E i  though& dlsturb sth 5 to 
start toget involved in an activ~ty that it ~s dm- 
cult to become involved ~n and to be successful at 
it: Thewmpony is hnuingdzpcuI@ bteaklnEinto 
new mrkets. o She ts iryinl: lo break inlo jour- 
miism !EP markel 6 to open and use sth that 
you have k e n  saving for an emergency or a spp 
ci&l rxxas~on. I had to h k  Into my sauings to 
pay for the rrtp. * v*vrev 

,break 'off; ,break 8th 'off r (&a ,break rth 
'off sth) to separate sth from sth else, using 
force; to become separated from sth in this way: 
The kg of the Dbk just bmke o g  o A m m r  of 



A w ~ t h W b m k m o f l o H e ~ o f f o p i s E B o f  
chmlrrre Imdgaue it me. 2 to stop speaking or 
stop doing sth suddenly before you have An- 
ished: He broke off  abruptly m the rnfddle of a 
sentence. o We had lo b m k  fl our hol~day and 
relllrn home W i n t e l p  o They broke ofl their 
mnversation as I approached. + + v+adu v+adv+n + v+ntprosl+adu r 

v + nlpron + prep 
2 v+adw + v+adv+n + v+pron+adv + 
v+n*adv(mre) 

,break sth 'off to end sth such as a relat1onshIp: 
They've broken afl their engagement. o Britain 
#hrwten@d to break fl dipbmatic re[ntions, o 
They were Aouingan @air but she broke it a 
EE dlplomatlc mlatlonk engagement, talM 
negotiations BE) terrnlnMe sth (formal) 
+v+adv+n + v+pron+adv v+n+adv(mr@) 

,break 'out 1 i f  sth unpleasant such as a fire, a 
war, etc breaks out, it starts suddenly: Thty 
w u k l  haw got married in 1939 tf mar had not 
btvken out. o Afire bmkaoul on aferryy&erdnp 
lausrl m r ,  flm, Rghtlmg, row vklence 2 ( a b  
,break 'out of sth) to escape from a place or from 
a situation: Two terrorists have broken out of 
Blockwall Prison, o She longed lo break out of 
the daily routine. 3 if sth breaks out on your 
skin, your skin becomes covered insth: I 
k e e ~  brenkini: out (= T keep getting lots o f  spots). 
o S m t  brokeout aEIover h i s b d p  

v +adv 2 also v + adv + pmp 
'h kout n an escape from prison 

t 'adbreak n the start of sth or the sudden 
appeamnce of 5th unpleasant or violent: the out- 
break of mr oan outbrwk o f ~ p o i s o n i n g o  
ouibmksof min 

,mak d h  'nut to get sPh ready tobe used, eaten, 
drunk, etc: That's ~ u I  news! Let's h k  
out thechumpgne! 
EEl champagne 
ev+adv*n + v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv (m)  

,break 'out inAnte sth to suadenly become 
covered in sth such as sweat: He broke oul in a 
cold sweat a! the thorrgnl of the trial, o M y  skin 
has broken out in an, itchy rash. 
m sweat, rwh 
6 v + adv* pmp 

,break ' through (mmInlIy AmE) to achieve 
your first ~mportant success In sth; to make an 
lrnportant or new discovery: G h n  CIose broke 
through ma star with 'hi% tAttmcf&n', o Scien- 
tats belelraw they h u e  broken through in thew 
f~hta~t l l s t the  d W ,  
=The phrase to make a breaMhmugh is 
uspd more often than to break through: ScIt.n- 
trsls have mu& a major brwkthrough in their 
~ghtagamslAID$. 
@v+adv 
b 'breakthmugh R an important disoovery or 
development; sb's first important success in 5th: 

an imporlrrnl breakthrough In the negotiol~ o 
Jo was only 19 when he gof his breakthrou,qh as 
am 

,bmk 'thmugh; ,break 'thmugh sth 1 to 
make a way through a barrier using force: He 
mn  towards the barrier in an attempt lo b m k  
through. o Demonstmlors h-id 0 break through 
the pol& cordon. DS3 bawler 2 (of the sun or 
moon) toappearfrom behind sth: Thesunfinully 
bmke through in the aftermoon. o It stopped rain- 
ingand thesun broke fhrou~h theclo&. 
 seea also^^^^^ THROUGH STH 
+r+adv + v+prep 

,break Through sth 1 to becomegmaterin size 
or quantity than a particular lwek Urnploy-  
m t f i g u m s  hove broken through the three mil- 
lion barner 2 to sucoeed in dealing with a 
problem such as an att~tude that sb has and the 
difficulties that it makes: I tried hard to bred 
through his silent mud.  o Women are starling to 
break through the berries that keep them out 
of lop m n u ~ .  E3 overcome sth (more 
f o m n  
+ SW a h  BREAK THROUGH, BREAK THROUGH STH 

ev+prsp  
,break 'up 1 (mpxially BrE) if a school or the 

chlldren in it break up, school closes for the 
holidays at theend of a pried of the school year 
(a term): We b m k  upfir Christmas ?mi wmk. o 
Haw the schooLF b r o h  up yet? 2 (of a relation- 
ship, a band, etc) to come to an end; to stop work- 
ing together: Their marriuge broke up aler ten 
years. o There are mmurs that the band are 
breaking up. @E inawlage 3 [usunil~ ly in 
thepmgmsiw f e w s )  i f  the connection between 
two telephones, or two radios that are used for 
sending and rweivlng messages, is  breaking 
u p ,  the people speaking can no longer hear each 
other clearly: T h e s k ~ l  was breaking up. o I'm 
sorry - what did you my? You 're breaking up. 
e v + a d v  

,break 'up(w3th 8b), ,break sb 'up toendarela- 
tionship with sbRob and T bmkeup last week. o 
She's just broken up with her Wprend 4 rmn't 
klieue my best frknd is m l i y  trying to b m k  M 
up! 
ESl splIl up (withlfmm ah), lplk sb up 
6 v+adv + v+nlpmn+adv a v+adv+n 

'bmakup n IC1 nSI the ending of a marriage or 
a relationship: He moueriamy aper the bi-mk-up 
of hrsmtsrriage. o orricrge break-up 
+SWahBREAK-UPat  BREAK UP,BRBAK SBhTH 
UP 

,break 'up; ,break s h t h  ' up  I (lto sth) if a 
gmup of people or a family breaks up, or sb 
bre& it up, the members separate and donot 
shy together: The m n f e m  broke up into dis- 
cussion groups. o She had never intended m 
break up hk.fami[jt o The SLlviet Union kgan lo 
b m k  up in 1W1. I B  spllt up (Into nth), spllt 

rbMh up (Into nth) 2 If a group o f  m l e  meet- 
ing break up, or sb breaks them up, they go 
away  in different directions: The mtiw broke 
up aper two hours. o Police broke up the ldenwn- 
stmtion. o I don't mi to b m k  up theparty (= I 
don't want to make everyone else leave), but I 
havelogo. 
+v+adv a v+pm+adv + v+n+adv(Iess 

fwusn0 
b 'break-up n IC1 WI thedivisionsf a cornpan' a 
country, an organization or a gmup of  people 
into smaller parts: the brmk-w of the Chmmon- 

- m b t h  o family brmk-up 
+ S& a h  BREAK-UP at BREAK UP (WITH SB), 
BREAK SB UP 

,break 'up(lnto sth), ,break sth 'up(1ntosth)if 
sth breaks u p ,  or sWsth breaks It up, it 
becomes separatd into smaller pieces: The ship 
bmke up on the he&. o Break the W l a t e  up 
rnto m l l  p-. o Smtenm mn  be broken up 
into c h  rrser. 
&v+edv v+nlp-m+adv + v+adv+n 

,break gfh 'up to make 8th that is rather W i g ,  
such as a period o f  time ora pattern, more inter- 
estingby addingsthdifferent toit: Ibreakupmy 
doy by going foro tvnk in the o f i r m n .  a Draw 
ings were used lo break up thepage. 
EEi day, monotony 
+v+adv+n * v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv(Iess 

J?wueno 
'break wlth sbisth (Torman to end your connec- 

tion or relationship with sbMh bemuse you no 
longer agree with them: N k k  broke with hb 
father tu set up h~sownfirm 
+v+pre~ 

'break with I h  (farno to rej& sth such as a 
tradition or the past and deEide to do sth differ- 
ent The prince broke with W i t i o n  by gohg io 
study a b d  o The new directors am eager lo 
breQk with thepasl. 
@9 tradltlon,the past 
&v+prep 

breathe lbri:bl 

,breathe 'In to take air into yuur lungs through 
your nose or mouth: B M h e  in through your 
nose as you stretch up. p.o He b~tlnerd in deeply 
and then spoke. 

Inhale (moreformf) EZ!3 breath  out 
Q v+adv 

F ,breathe ath 11n to take air, smoke, a smell, etc, in 
through your nose or mouth: We walked ahng 
the beach. brsathmg in thesea ail: 
IEG! air, smoke EE) Inhale a t h ( m m f Q m ~  

breathe nth out 
+v+adv+n +v+dpmn+adv 

,breathe 8th 'Into sthtofillsthwith life, energy 
or enthusiasm: She has hthedJ%sh  SWe into 
itit movie industry. 
m Hfe. 
Q v+ nlpmn + p p  

,breathe 'out to send air out of your lungs 
through your nose or mouth: Emthe out slowly 
through your mouth asyou stand up 
IS@ exhale (more fonnul) EB9 b d h e  in 
6 v+adv 

,breathe sth 'out to send air, smoke. etc. out 
through your nose w mouth: -he the OlroUt  
slowly and sLeadiI3 
E E i  alr, wmoke EEi exhale sth (morefirma0 
,opn breathe sth In 
+v+adv+n + v+nipron+adv 

,bream 'In; ,breeze 'Into 8th ( i r t f m 0  to 
arrive somewhere or enter a plaw ln a casual, 
cheerful and confident way: She brwed in at 
eleuen and greeled ewryone with a s m i k  o He 
breazcd into t h e o m  andannoumd he w a s h w  
ins. 
+v*adu r v+prep 

,breeze Yhrough 8th (imformor) to succeed in 
doing sth very easily: She b m z d  through the 
firssexam. 
O ~ + P ~ P  

brew W I  
,brew 'up; ,brew 5th 'up (&X, Wonnu?) to pre- 

pare a hot drink o f  tea or coffee: Come hto the 
kitchen while Ibrew up. o I'll bww up afreshpot 
of len when theyarrive. 
IEJ tea 
+v+adv + v+adv+n v+pmn+adv L v+n+adv 

I m j  
t 'b-p n (BrE, irui?mk) an act of making a 
drink of tea; the drink that you make 

,brick sth 'IW'up to AU in or block an opening 
w ~ t h  bricks: Thefii-eph? hnd heen bricked in 
someyeass Wore. o SomeMy had bricked up all 
the doors and windows. 
El wlndow, fireplace, d m  
=Brick sth Inlup is often used in the 
passive. 
@v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

brighten P b r W  

,brighten 'up 1 if the weather brightens up, It 
becomes clearer and brighter: Afler a dull smn, 
it shouw brghten up [n&r EE9 clear up 2 if a 



person brightens u p ,  they become happier and 
more cheerful: He brighlened up when t h q  mid 
tiecouldgo with t k m .  EH) cheer up 
*v+adv 

,brighten slt~ 'up to make sih  more interesting, 
excitlng or atkactiw: I've brought someJloroers 
IQ hrkhlen theplace rtp a bit. o Brighten up your 
b w l m m  ~uith a f e w p m ,  
mplece.mommcheMrthup 

v+nlpmn+adv + v+adu*n 

brim m m j  (-mm) 

,brim 'mrw(wlm sh) (uual ly  used jn t h e p r o m  
siue &a) if a cup or a cantainer lwhm over 
with a liquid, It is so full that the liquid flows 
over the edge: He film my RW so full it was 
brimming our! o Her eym were brimming owr 
wrth team 

ovemor*(wlthrth)~nson~K) + v+adv 

,brim 'over with mth (nol&ininIhemmfw 
t a m )  if sb brims overwltb sth, they show a lot 
of a particular quality: She's brimmingowr with 
mnyi&mond enthusiasm. 

WnRbsnce, exelternmt 
@ v+ adv + prep 

bring h l  (WM. bmum ~ b m ~ )  

,bring rth a'bout tomakesth happen: Whathas 
brought about this d r a w 7 0  His nerwus bmzk- 
dorun was brought &ut b y s h m .  

changa, tttu d c o l l a p m  of rth 
m cause ath 
@ v+adv*n r u+nlpmn+adv 

,Mng sb a ' h g m  =BRING SB OM 
,Mng s h t h  a'long to bring sb/sth somewhere 

with you: Cnnlbringmysisleralongm6he~? 
o She bmughtsome CDsalong. 
Qv+ntpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,bring sb a'round (Am =BRING SB ROUND 

,bring 9bl~th a'round(wmlbrhm) = 0RrNG 
SRIBTH ROUND 

,bring sth a'rounrl to 8th ( e l &  A m  = 
RAINC STH ROUND TO STH 

,bring sb 'back (to sth) 1 to return sb to a place: 
to take sb home: I'II bring you k k  again after 
the par& o She t M  to bring him back (= to 
make him return) lo the m t t w  in hand. o f i t -  
t ~ ~ t h e d r l v w o f  themar inprison mn' t  bring my 
sister h c k  (= return her to life after she has been 
killed). 2 to put sb back in their old job or pas- 
Ition: UnlW hnw brought back their old man- 
ager 
@v*nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

,bring sth 'back 4 (to sth) to return sth to the 
place it came from: thedmdoesn'tflt, brhgit 
$ack to the shop and m'I1 c h a w  itfir you. 2 to 
make youremember sth or thinkabut it again: 
Talking abut  his dwth brought it all back m 
me. o The photos brought L m k  hnppy memories, 

rnemorfss3 tomakesth that existed orwas 
done before be used or done again: Am you m 
fauour of bringing bnck the death penal@?= 
reawe stk; relntrduw sth ( h f h  moreformat) 
4 (for sb) to return with 5th for sb: What shall I 
bring back for the chrldrenpom Puri.? In 
informal language bring sb back sth and. less 
often, bring sb sth back are also u A  in this 
meaning: I brotghl the kidr h c k  some books. o 
Canyou brrngmesomerhmngback 
@ v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+adv 

'brlng sbisth before sWsth(k~w)hpresent sb 
forjudgment; topresent sthtosblsthfor discus 
sion or a decision. Children should not he 
brought t&re a court. o The nw ~ v a s  brought 
kfom thejudge. 
E 9 I ~ e r e B h a u l . b  bfom sbhth,hautIb 
up befom sblsth (iMornm0 

Rring sblsth before s&th k usually used 
ln t he pasive 

v + nlpron +prep 

,bring sb ' d m  (r-0 to depress sb; to 
make sb unhappy: Spending New Yeor abne 
brought me righ t down. 

pel sb down; dep- .b (moreformal') 
Q v+ nlpmn + a& 

,bring sblsth ' d m  1 to take sblsth from a 
higher to a lower level: They brought all the 
boxes downfrom theotlk 1 to make sbEsth fall to 
the ground: He was brought down in themat#  
a m .  o Their plane WQS bmught down by a uip 
knt  storm. o When sheBl1, shabroughthimdown 
wrth her o He brought down the bird wrth asin& 
shor. 3 to make a government, a leader, etc. lose 
power or be defeated: The mAdnl brought the 
gouernmenf dowm IEEJ government 
@v+nlpmn+adv 4 v+actv+n 

,bring 9th 'down 1 tomake sthsmaller insizeor 
amount: We are determined O h n g  down iw- 
tron. o 5% price war rs bringing the m t  oJ 
flights down. EQi lntlatlon, prloea Ts?*) M r  
ath (nwre formal) 2 to make an amraft come 

d m  to the gmund (land): Thepilot brought the 
phne down Wet3 @ E l  plane BE) land sth 
@r+n!pmn+a& + v+adv+n 

Mng  ttm 'hmuse d m  to make an audience 
laugh or clap in an enthusiastic way: Herper- 
formam browht the howdown. 

,bring sth ' d m  onlupon sb(fom0 tomake 
sth unpleasant happen to sb as a result of your 
actions: He had brought nothrng brat trouble 
down on thefami& 
Qvtrdpmntadvtprepr v+adv+n+prep 

bring d m  the 'eumln m sth; brlng the 
'curtain a m  on 8th to finish or ma* the end of 
5th Her decrsion to retrre bmught down the cur- 
iatn on agiirtering 3@ymrcaree,: 

,bring sb 'forth (okfifashionerSnersforma[, mw) to 
glve birth to sb: She bmughtforfh aasoa 

chlld 
+v*adv+n r v+pmn+adv v+n+adv(less 

J?@quent) 
,bring sth 'forth 1 to produce sth; to 

make sth happen: Her m r k s  brought forth a 
harsh response. 2 (oldfmhrondl to take sth out 
of a container 
e v + a d v + n  + v+pn+adv  v + n + a d v ( k  

m u e n t )  
,bring sth 'fornard 1 to mwe sth to an earlier 

date or time: We'll have ta brlng the dale of the 
Jinalgameforward. meetlng, date EE@ put 
8th forward El9 put 8th back 2 to sug~est a 
subject, an idea, etc. for discuss~on: She brought 
fnnunrdproposals for a new school buiidmg. 
propowl BETI put ath forward 3 Ifinonce) to 
move a total from the lmttom o f  one page or r ~ l .  
umn of numbers to the top of the next p a g e m  
balance SE3 carry ath fornard Bring 
6th forward is often used in the passibo in this 
meanmg. 4 (technuxrl) to put a document in a file 
until the particular date when you need to deal 
with it: a hring forwadfile (= one that contains 
documents for a particular date) o Wirh this sofl- 
ware, thesystem will remindyou when the bring 
forward date arrives. Bring sth forward 
i s  only used in an office context with this mean- 
ing, and is usually used in fron t of a noun, as rf it 
is an adjective. 
Qv+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,bring 'In sth;,brlng sb 'In 8th tomakeor earn 
money for sb: How much is she bringing in evety 
nwnth?o Has job only brought him in a small 
inmme. 
+v+a&+n + v+nlpron+adu*n 

,bring sb 'In 1 (on ath) to get sb involved in sth, 
especially toadvise or help, etc: Crrn wedeall with 
this wrrhout bringing thepolice in?ord like Fo 
bring I n s m r  Lacey in on this invstigotion. o 
Fxperls were brought in mndulse thegovernnmt. 

1 brlng an ........................................ * .............................................................. 

EEI experts, police+ boopr2 If the police bring 
sb in they take them to a police station toques- 
tlon them or arrest them: 7luo men have been 
brought in for questioning. ESZI suspect 
Q v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,bring sblsth 'In 1 to take sWsth into a room, a 
h o w ,  an ofIloe, etc: &uldyou bring in another 
chuir? o Bring him in! In informal lan- 
guage bring: sb in sth rtnrl, less often, bring sb 
sth in are also u d :  Could you bring me in 
another chair? o Could you bring us some tw in? 
2 to attract sblsth to a place or a business: The 
utsftorcentre rsbringing in moreandmorepeopk 
Ei3 bUsheS8, c u s t o ~ r s ,  tourlam 
-B t oh BRING SBISTII INTO STH 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

,bring sth 'In 1 toinhpduceanew1aw:AnauIow 
was brough#intoimpmwrwdsaf@. o N e w m -  
trob were brought m to limit spend& and bor- 
mwfng. Ieglslatlon, F a w m  Introducesth 
(more formal) W Briog sth In is often u& in 
the passive in this meaning. 2 (law) to give a 
decision ma court of law: Tk jury brought ma 
verdict of guil&. i3El only verdict, declslon 3 to 
mention or include sth: She brotdght In other evi- 
dence to support her argumnl. 
Qv+adu+n r v+nlpmn+adv 

,bring sbEsth 'Into sth 1 to take sWsth into a 
place: Briw that c h ~ r  inlo thedining room. 2 to 
mdude or mention sblsth in a discussion, con- 
versation, etc: Why do you alwajs have to brlng 
Pete into it (= mention Pete when we are discuss- 
ing sth)? o Iknewgou'd manage do bring f w t h l l  
into theconwrsation!J to attract skdsth to aplace 
or business: The advertising cammign should 
bring morepeople inlo the bookshops. 
+seeakoa~!wc SBISTH I N  
Q v+ nlpmn + prep 

,bring sth 'off (In@rmat) to manage to do sth dif- 
ficult suocessfully: Engw were chi? to V ~ O r q t  
but t k y  muldn't quite brSng it a o Thompsm, 
tiwnew gwfkeeper; brought ofl a sup~bsrave. 

pull sth of( 
Q v+pmn+adv v+sdv+n. v+n+adv 

,bring sb 'an (BrEI ( A M  ,Mng str a7long) to 
help sb to dmlop or improve when they are 
Iearning to do sth: We naad lo bring on the young 
pbyem quick1p o There's no time lo bring 
emp- afonggmdually. 
+v+adv+n + v+n/pron*adv 

,bring sth 'on to make sth unpleasant happen: 
The hw?T attad was brought on by sbress. o It's 
not likeyou togetso mt. What's bruught lhfson 
(= has made you so upset)? 
EEi hmrt Mack,  d e p d o n  W calwn stk 
(mom formno 
Qv*nlpron+adrr + v+adv+n 



'brfns sth on sbryourseW(ah brlrrg stit upon 
sblpursfl morr form0 to be responsible for 
sth unpTeasant that happens to ~Wyourself: 
You've bmught sham on the whok fmily!o 
Don't Mame ma! You've brought this on yourself 
l!Ei shame, dlsgracm 
@ v+ dpmn + prep 

,bring sb 'out to helpsbtobe more confident and 
less shy: H e ! r g w d a I b r @ q i n g w l m u s  inm- 
urewees. o A year at mltege h m  m l l y  brought 
I r e r o a t Q f ~ I f  
Qv+adv+n + v+nlprcn+& 

,bring stb 'out 1 t u b  ,king ath 'out d ath) to 
take 8th wt of sth; to remove 8th fmtm sth: He 
bmught amrdoutcf his wllal andgawil t u b  
m t a k e s t h a u t , t a k e r t h d o f s t h 2 t o p m  
duce or publlsh sth: They're bringing out a new 
sportscar thisyeuc o How many a lbum hawthe 
band brought  out?^ Thepublishers are bringkg 
out a new edition 4f Ihedicliona~y nexl spring. 3 
to make a particular quality easier t o w ,  taste, 
or notice: Tfmtdress brrrylsoutbhemlourof your 
ey~s. EZi colwr, ~~r EB emphaslm 5th 
( m o r e f o m ~  4 to make st h appear that is usu- 
ally hidden: She always brings out t h  worst In 
me'o The situatfbn bmtrphl out the viciousness 
in him the best7 the -t 
Qv+rdpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

1 also v + nlpmn + adv + prep 

,bring sb 'out in 5th (BrE) to lnake sb's skin be 
mered in sth such as sweat or spots: TbmaW 
bring meout m a  m h .  
+v+nlpmn+adu+prep 

,bring sbMh 'owr to take o r  bring stdsth to a 
particular place. especially sb's home: Whmr 
your skter gefs bnckfmm Nau Yo* bring her 
ouertuseew. o Bringyourdmtroueraradsit with 
lrsl 
e~+dpron+& v+adv+n 

,bring sb 'round (Brm ( A M  ,Mng sb aWnrl) 
1 ( a h  ,Mng nb 'to) to make sb conscious again: 
Shegently slapped his fm lo brrng him mund. 2 
(to sth) to persuade sb to agree with you, or to do 
what you want. lbmught him sound m my way of 
thinkingin I h e d .  FS3 wln ab mer(tosthth) + v + nlpmn + adv 

,bring sbtsth ' m d  (esprIn1lyBr.Q W m u -  
ally ,Mng sW8th a'lpund) to bring sWsth to sb's 
home: I'll brzw the pnpem round to your hoaw 
thiseueniw. + v+nlpmn*adv a v+adv+n 

,bring 5th 'round tm d h  (Brh') ( a h  ,Mng ath 
a'round to sth A d ,  BE) to direct a canversa- 
trun, a dlscusslon, etc. so that you are talking 
about the subject you want to talk about: He 
always brings the wnvermtion roundlo foofbalL 
EFl wnversmtion, dlseusslon 
@ v * nlpmn + a& + prep 

,bdw sb 'b =BRING S 0  ROUND 1 

,brig A and B to'gether 1 to help two people 
or groups toend a quarre1: to mite two p p l e o r  
groups: The crisis brought the family closer 
together 2 to introduce two people who have 
never met; to help two pe~ple  come together 
socdly: I t  was me who brought them logethez 

getAandBtagether 
+v+n/pmn+adv * v+adv+n 

,bring sb/sth to'gether to collect a group of 
pcople or objects together in one place: This 
erhihition brrngs logether many arlisls'rw*. 
+vtnlpmn+&dvr v+adv+n 

,bring sb 'up1 tocareforachidunfflheor sheis 
grown up: She luas brought up by har aunt. o I 
was bmughf up(= Igrewup)ona~3rm. E33 chll- 
dren, famlly, daughter, EB mlse nb (Am@ 
IEiH Bringupachilddoesnot mean thesameas 
lonk after a child. 2 to teach your child a par- 
t~cular way to behave. etc: They bmught Ihelr 
chrldren up very strictly. o We were brought up to 
bP p01rte und do who# m wete told. o a well 
brought up chlIdEEi children, hmlly, daugh- 
ter, son DTB raise ssb (Am@ 3 (law) tomake sb 
appearfor trial in a coutt of law 

Bring sb up is often used in thepassive. 
+v+rilpmn+adv * v+a&+n 
t 'upbrlnglng n [sing.] nTj the way in whfch a 
child is cared for and taught, especially by par- 
ents, whilc he or she is growing up 

,bring sb/sth 'up (to sth) to mwe sblsth to a 
higher place, especially up the stairs: &w&5.sl 
mas bmught up to our room o Callurn is down- 
stnirs. ShulI I bring him up? o She bmught her 
h o d  tap aorrdloppd him, o Ibmughr the cup up 
iomy l~p.eondmkas&of m m .  
+v+nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,brfr~g sth 'up 1 to move 8th h m  a lower to a 
h ~ ~ h e r  position: She brought ~lp herhnd sopro- 
iect her fare. 2 2 mention a subject and start to 
talkabout it: h w y t i m  Ibrlng themalter up, he 
changes the subjecl. subject, matter EB 
ralse sth (mo!vforml) 3 (to 9th) to lncrease a 
total, a price, a number, etc. to a higher level or 
amount This donntim brings the total up to 
S0W.  o O m  got another gorrl, bringing the 
score up to M. ESl total raise ath (more 
forman 4 ta bring f d  from the stomach back 
out though the mouth. The botry's just brought 
up her hA$as t .  t h w  nth up (rmfomb), 
vomjt sth (more formull 5 l o  make sth appear on 
a computer screen: Cen you bring that.file up on 
xreen? 
+v*dpmn+adv + v+adv*n 

,bring sb'up agalnl irthtomakesb WIzesth 
orfacesthanddealwith !t: Thbwsebrhgsclsup 
against !heproblem of punishment inschools. 

v + rdpmn + adv4 prep 

,bring sb/sth 'up to 9th to help sWsth to reach 
an amptable level or standard: They have now 
brought Ihefbothld ground up lo t h  required 
safety slandards. + r + nlpron + adv + prep 

,bring sth u'pon sb&oumatf = BRING STH ON 
SBlYOURSELP 

bristle l'bp~gi~ 
'bristle wlth sth to be covered in 5th: to haveor 

contain a large number or amount of sth: a mf 
bristling wrth TVaerials o Thest@ brisrb with 
emficpncv. 
W Bristle with sth is mainly used in writing. 
@v+pmp 

broaden IIXCXW 

,broaden 'out if a river, a road, etc. broadens 
out, i t  becomes wider 

Bmaden is also m?d with the same mean- 
Ing, but less often. 
+v+adv  

,broaden "wt; ,broaden rth 'out ( e s m l l y  
RrKj if sth broadens out, or you broaden it 
out, it becomes more general or includes a 
larger number of pwple or thine: L?6 3 b-n 
out Ihe dlscussIon to mlk about Bdmtmron as a 
whole. 

M e n  is used more frequently with the 
same meaning. 
Qv+adv r v+adv+n * v+rdpmn+adu 

browse I ~ W Z !  
,browse 'thmgh sth tolookulmughahk, a 

magazine, etc. In a casual way, without reading 
everything: She bruused through The newspaper 
whileshe waited. 

book, newspaw 
e v+ prep 

,brush a1pinW'byrpast stusth to touch sbl 
sth lightly when you move dose to themlit: A cat 
brushed agarnst hffi leg, o He bmhed @/past me 
and run out. 
(g v + prep 

,brush sblsth aV4ldd 9 to push sbEsth to one 
side: She brusheda strandof ttairaride. 2 to ref- 
use to listen to sWsth or lreal themlit as unprt- 
ant: He brushed my proiwts wide cmd paid the 
bill. o Every time I by to explain, you b m h  me 
mi& lE@ wavosth arkIdaway; dlsmlss aMth 
4 S?t?afse BRUSH SB OFF 1; BRUSH STH OFF 2 
+v+nlpmn+adw + v+adu+n 

,brush sth a'wrty (fmm sth)l toremovesthhm 
a surface with a brush, your hand. etc: She 
brushed a stray hair awuy frwn her fm. 
tears, IMIr, dust 2 to ignore an idea, a thought, 

3 brush past ............... ~ 

etc. because you do not want to think about It or 
you think it is not important: She qukkly 
brwhed the Idea otuo)t rsmr) dlmlss sth 
Qv+dpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,brush 'by ~b/Sth = BRUSH AGAINSThYIPAST 
SB/STH 

,brush sb&Ou*seR 'down (especinIfV BrE) to 
clean sblyoumlf by brushing theirlyaur clothes 
with your hand, especially after theylyou have 
fallen: Sheslood up and hrushd herseIf dotun. 
3 SWU~SO BRUSH GdYOURSLLF OFF 
ev+nlpmn+adv 

,brush sth 'dm(~Ial1yBrE)todeansthby 
brushing it thoroughly: B m h  your cwt down to 
getthemudoflo Thechildmnrueretaughthowto 
brushdown theirponies. 
BE3 mat. aklrt,etc. 
-B . S E i ? ~ k 0  BHllSH STH OFF 1 
ev+dpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,brush 'off; ,brush sth 'off if mud, dust etc. 
brushes off, or you brush it  OR, it is remowd 
by brushing: B n ' t  worry about the mud - it'll 
brush off easily when it's dry. o We were abk to 
brush thedirt off guile w i l y  
Qv+adv v+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

,brush sb 'off (1mrrrm0 F to refuse to listen to 
sb: to ignore sb in a rude or unkind way: He tlrIed 
lo mphm lo but she W h e d  him ofl hpa- 
liently. EED rebuff sb (fotmat) + sm a h  BRUSH 
SBISTH ASIDE 2 2 tO get rid of sb: She mukln'l 
brush Rogeroff mar thern 
@v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
b 'brush+W n (ivormal) rude or unkind behav- 
iour that shows you do not wantto be friendly: to 
giuesb the bmh-off 

,brush sb!yourself 'off to clean sWyoumelf by 
brushing theirlyour clothes quickly with your 
hand 
+ ~ t e a h  BRUSH SB/YOURSELF DOWN 

(gv+nlpmn+& v*a&+n 

,brush 8th 'Off 1 to clean sthquicklyby brushing 
it. Hepacked uphis hot ondbmhed i l  oflqukkly- 
+ see o h  BRUSH STH DOWN 2 to refuse to listen 
to, discussorampt sth:Rokrtshwh@dcgT alle- 
gutions of corruption. o She brushed ofl ofem of 
help from herfriends. 4 see also BRUSH s a l s ~ ~  
ASIDE 2 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + u+a&+n 

,brush dh  'ovt 1 to brush sth, especially hair, 
thoroughly to remove knots or to make it 
straiphter: §he brushed out her h i <  w h e d  her 
fare a d  go# in@ W. EKQ hair 2 ( a h  ,brush sth 
'out of sth) to remove knots, etc. from your hair 
by brushing: It l m k  haha(f an hour lo b& out all 
th6anglesin hishuil: tangles, knots 
Qv+adv+n + v+dpmn+adv 

2 also v + nlpmn + adv + prep 

,brush 'past ~b/Sth = BRUSH AGAINST/%Y~PAST 
SBlSTH 



brush up 30 ................... ....... ... . ..,...-. .. ............................................................ . ........." ..........................11........1.1.--.....1I.....- 
,brush 8th 'up; .brush 'up on 5th (esmiazlv buckle IWI  

BrE) to study orpractise sth in order to &t back 
the skill or knowledge that you had in the past 
but have not used for some tune: I& to brush 
up my computer ski2.k. o You should brush up on 
your French Wore you go to hm. 
t3Ei skllls, FrenchEngllsh, e k  ETQ poIfsh 8th 
up;raviawsth(eswciallvA~.revlmsUr(Br~ 
=Rrush 8th up cannot be used In the 
passive 

Ov+adv+n v+pmn+adr v+n+adv(& 
f ~ ~ m t )  + v +  adv + prep 

bubble rbnbll 
,bubble 'over (wlth ath) ta be full of excitement, 

enthusiasm, ideas, etc: m y  ~uew bubbling over 
with excitemmt 
Q v+adv 

,bubble 'under; ,bubble 'under sth if sth is 
bubbling under, ~t is already fairly sucmsful 
but i s  not yet as sumssful as other things of the 
same k ~ n d ,  although it IS likely to lx so soon: 
This is our k t  of tracks bubbling under - songs 
ihal m y  swn k i n  the Topa. 
@v+adv v+prep 

,bubble 'up 1 if a liquid babbles up from the 
ground, etc. it  rises up in the form of bubbles or 
making the sound of bubbles: Watm bubbled up 
from the pool. o @gumtive) Clam wall bubble 
up (= start to form) lu&r this af tarmn.  2 if 
laughter or m emotion bubbles up, ft becomes 
stronger and starts to be heard or seen: I mutd 
I& the anger bubbllng up inside me. o Laughter 
came bubbling up. 
+v+adv 

buck mnkj 

,buck 'up (okffushwned, BrE, informno used to 
tell sb to hurry up: Buck up! We'll h €me. 
ZEE) hum up 
@v+adv  

,buck 'up; ,buck sb 'up (OM-&him&, BrE- 
znformal) to become, or to make sb, more chm- 
ful: Buck up! Them's no school tomorraw! o He 
buckad up when I said he muld go, o A day out 
will buck you up. 
IE!O c h ~ r  up, elmar sb&oundf up 
Q vfadv v+nlpmn+adv 
DJ buck your f'deas up I&rE, iqforml) to start 
behaving in a more acceptable wa~: so that work 
gets done better, etc 

bucket /%MI 

'bucket down ( B E ,  irlformol) to rain hemfly: rt 
bucketed down all &yY 
+v*adv  

. . 
,buckle 'down (to rth) (Irllbrmnf) to start work- 

ing or dolngsth in a serious or determined way: 
He trwdto buckiebwn to some wrklstudy. 

knuckle down (to nth) 
Q v+adv 

,buckle 'up (am[@ A m 0  to fasten the belt 
that you wear in a car, etc to keep you in your 
seat if there is an accident la seat beIt): Buckle 
urn kids. 
EB belt up 
Q v+adv 

buddy tbndi! (huddles, Duddylng, buddled, 
buddled) 

,buddy 'up tw l th  sbtsth betget ,buddied 
'up totwith sbtsth (AmE, in$urmal) tobecome 
friendly w~th sb or work closely with another 
person: She buddied up to Loura. hoprng lo get to 
kmiv her brothe~ o l a s k d  loget buddied up with 
an e x p r i e d  d i u ~  
+v*adv+pmp belget+v+adv+pp 

budge lbndgl 

,budge 'up (BrE, ir&rmb to mow up: to make 
more mom for sb else: Budge up a bit! I'd like to 
Sitdown 100. 
m m0Ve:up 
+v+adv 

budget rb~dgrtl 

'budget for 8th to plan to save or provide an 
amount of money for aparticularpurpoae: Don't 
f o W  to budgetfir the cast@ lexthbooks. 

Budget for ath can be used in the passive: 
Tlreseextra coslshaw not been Budgefedfor 
0 v+vrep 

,bug 'Out WmE, i~&mcrl) to leave in a huny: I 
pr~*ked up my my andthen buggedout. 
Qv+adv 

,bugger a'boutra'round (wlth dh) W E ,  A, 
slang) to waste time doing stupid or unimport- 
ant thfngs; to behavein asilly way: Step bugger- 
irtg aboutand M'sgei on with it. 

Mess around or, in British English, me$ 
about is a more polite informal way to say this. 
+v+adv 

,bugger ab a'boutra'round ( B E ,  A, sbng) to 
treat sb badly or in a way thatwastes their time: 
I'm sickof hing bugger& ubout by my h. 
-Mess sb around or, in British EnglFsh, 
mess sb about is a more polite informal way to 
say this. + v+ nlpron * adv 
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,bugger 'oPf (BrE, A, shm) to go away: B-r 

on and h u e  me alone. o Clive's buggered off ID 
Ihepub with Julie. 

Clear off is a more polIte informal way to 
say this, 
Q v+adv 

,bugger sth 'up W E ,  A, slang) to spoil sth: todo 
sth badly: Ih rwtgolng to lei her bugger things 
up for nae. 
W Mess sth up is a more polite informal way 
tosay this. 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

bufld /bdd/(buItt, built fifltl) 

,build ath a'mund 5th (mE also ,build sth 
'mundsth)tocreatesth. basingitonaparticular 
th~ng,person, idea, etc: Thestory is built around 
the adventurn of IZknigh&. 

Build 5th nroundlromd sth is i sen used 
111 the passive. 
Q v + n / p r w r + m  

,build 8th 'ln;,bulld sth 'into ah1 tomkeath 
a fixed and permanent part of a system, a plan, 
etc: .%f~gmr& againstfraud are buili into the 
system. 2 to make sth a fiwed and permanent Wrt 
of sth larger: Theftash is built mto the mmem o 
Thrsdlshwashercon k burlt in. 

Build sth in and 'build sth into stb are 
oft~n used In the passive. 
Qv+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+prep 
r ,bulk-'in E a b  Jrr'butkt lesPJ%qmt) ed. [only 
before noun] forming a fixed part of a larger 
structure: a hil t - in cuphard o The cumma has 
a buil t -mmh. 
P 'Inbullt adj [only before noun1 existing as an 
essential part of sWsb: the inbuilt suruiml 
instznct of animnls 

'build on sth (ah'h14ld wpon sth nwr@fonnnO 
to develop fur therhm sth that youhave h d y  
ach~eved: We need to build on last year's surress. 
o Thlsoourse builds on nist~ng skills 
EE success, skllfa+ strengths, achlarsmmb 

Build &upon s th  can be used in the pas- 
SIVF Thts success shouirl be builton, not &nored. + v + prep 

,build sth 'on: ,build sth 'onto sth to add sth 
such as an &a room to an existing building: 
They had built on a large extension at the back of 
$he h u e .  
@I extenwfon 

v +  adv + n + v+ nlpmn + adv v +  rtlpron + prep 
'bulld s2h on sth (also 'bulW 8th upon aM mmp 

JormaO to base sth on sth; to use sth a9 the basis 
or foundation for 9th: Our cumpang has built its 
reputation on thequality of i t s p r o d W  
Q v + dpmn + prep 

,hlld sth 'round sth (BTG) = BUILD STH AROUND 
$TI1 

bulld up .......................................................................... * 

,build 'up to become greatet stronger or larger in 
number: Queues of tmm are building up qfrm 
the acctdent. o I mlrtd fed the angw butlding up 
inside me. 
EE) accumulate Imorefimb 
&v+adv . 'bul~dup n [sing.] an increase in the 
amount, strength or n m k o P  sth: a buikd-upof 
ctsrbon dlaxide in theatmsphere 
+seeuIsoBuILD.wPat nurm up (TO sm1,BurLD 
YOURSELF U P  (TO STH); BUILD-UP at BUILD SBISTH 
U P  

,butld 'up(aosth),,bulld yournelf 'up(wah)to 
gradually pmpm yourself for sth such asa race 
or competition: Start gently and build up to the 
mre strenuow exercises. o Build up slowly until 
youmn jogfor3Uminules. o Ruiklyourseif uglo 
theday of thepe@ormnce. 
Qv+adv  r v+pron+adv 
F 'bulld-up (to sth) n [C, usually sing.] the time 
before an important event, when pwple are 
gradually preparing for it: the build-up tu the 
Olympics 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Z S O E I U I L D - U P a t  BUILD UP;eurLn-UP at 
B U I L D  SR~STH UP 

,build sb&oumeH 'up to make sb healthier or 
stronger: She gave m Iois of vlhmlnsand min- 
erals to burM me up. 

Ruild sb up cannot be used in the passive. 
@ v + nlpmn + adw 

,build sblsth 'uptos@ahutsblsthwith.tht 
enthusiasm, often praising them more than they 
deserv~ He has been built up So be theanswer So 
the nafron'spmbIems. 
ma ~ u l l d  sbtsth up is often used In the p a s  
S1VC. 

Qv+n/pmn+adv + v+adv+n 
P 'buildup n [C, usually sing.] a very enthusi- 
astlc description, m i a l l y  of a performance. 
that is Intended to make pople  excited a b u t  it 
and want to see it: The reuiewrsgave the phy a 
big bu~ld-wp 
4 seealso RUILV-UP at D U ~ L D  U P ;  sul~n-UP at 
BUILD U P  (TO STH),BUILtl YOURSELF U P  (TO STHI 

,bultrl 8th 'up 1 to collect or create sth, often 
gradually over a period of time: She has built rrp 
an unpressiue calL?ctmn of pinlzngs. E3Ti cOl- 
leetlon, llbrary 2 to develop 9th: The m o w e r  
had built up a god relationship with hb st@ o 
My father built the business upfrom scratch. O 
Hurrrel has built up quite a repi&tionfur hemw 
as a reporter o We are gmduaily bu ftdlrrg up a 
picture of what happened. W bualness, repu- 
tation, picture 3 to increase sth or make sth 
stronger: mer on mident, most driven need to 
build up Iheircvn@aplceagarn. wnfldenca, 
trust, strength4 to rover sth so that it 1s h~gher 
or stronger than before 
Qv+adv+n . v+nlpmn+adv 
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 up udj [ u s u a ~ ~ y  before n m ]  1 owered bump ,%.unp/ 
with many h o w s  orbuildings: Thespeedlimit is ,bump ,Into sb (imrman to meet sbby chance: 
l o w  In built-up areas, 2 built-up shoes, b t s ,  bumped an oldfrw in lawn 
or heels have extra he~ght added 

)6YHJ id0 S b  
,build YOursleW 'UP 1 =WILD YP(TO m), BUILD & + - , .  

YOURSRLP IIP (TO STH) 3 = BUILD SB/YOURSELF ,bump sb ,off (iMmD to murder sk He h i t -  
UP led bumpihg 0 f f S a l e s .  

'build upon sth =BUILD ON STH +v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
'build sth u p o n  ath =BUILD ~ T B  OH STH ,bumpsb'&y,bumpsb'oPfsthl tonotallow 

bulkpd~ 
sb ta have the seat on a plane that they hw 
booked. b u s e  seats h v e  lmn sold to more 

,bulk 'outfup;  ,bulk sbMh 'OWUP { e s ~ t l y  
AmE) to increase In size or weight; to make 
sbtsth increase In size or weight: Griswald had 
bulked upfor this maah and won easily. o Laul 
busrnessesareheiping lo bulk upschoolcornpuler 
labs (= provide more computers). 
Qv+adv .r v+adv+n a v+pron+adv* 

v+n +adv(mre) 

,bully sb 'into sth ,bully sb 'lnto dolng 8th 
to force sb to do sth by frightening them or 
threatening them: You can't bulb m rnto saying 
m y l h i w !  
Q v + nlpmn * prep 

bum finmi I-mm.) 

,bum a'round ( B r E a h  ,burn 'mund) (irlfbrmal) 
to travel around or to spend your time doing 
nothing in part~cular 
Q v+adv 

,bum a'roundt'round sth (iMormal, especially 
BrE) to travel somewhere with no particular 
plans: qfter I lep schtwl, I bum& around the 
~uoridfornyear: 
IEE the world, Eumpe. 6tc. 
Q v +  prep 

,bum sb 'out (ArmE, informal) to annoy sb: I wm 
r d l y  bumme$oul t h t  there were M tiCke& + v * nlpmn +adv 

,bum 'round (Brm =BUM AROUND 

,bum 'round ~ f h  (GSP2Chlb BfE) =BUM AROUND/ 
RliUND STH 

,bumble a'round: ,bumble a'round sth (BrE 
also ,bumble a'kut, ,bumble a'bout sth) to 
more around in an awkward and noisy way: I 
could hmr myfather bumbllngahui downsrairs. 
o a film of two sisters bumbling nround theiv 
home, makingtea 
9 v+adv + v+prep 

people than the plane will carry: Wlh more 
peopleflying thess days, them is a gm# chance 
of ~et t ing  Bumped off your flight. o bum& 
ofl t r c r u e i k m ~  Bump sb can also be used 
with this meaning: We were Iote arriv iw at the 
airport a d  the atdine burn@ w. 2 (espxially 
AmE, computing) to break the connection 
bet- sb's computer and thelnternet, so that 
they can no lower use the Internet: Some WTS 
wu[dn't login,orherskepl~tt~gbum@ofl o 
to be bum& off the Xnterwt @El the Intarntlt, 
server, webslte E.9 klck sb uff, kick sb OW 
sth dlleonnect sb (from Mi) (moreformal) 
W These phrasal verbs are usually used mthe 
passive: I was worried about bang bumped off 
theflight. 
Q v +  nipmn+adv + v+dpron+pmp 

,bump sb 'up (to (to) ( O f o m l )  to mwe sb to a 
more expensive seat in a plane without charging 
them extra, because there are not enough seats 
at the price they have pa~d:  Jgot b u m  up lo 
busirrpss clnss. 
EEl3 Bump sb up isoften used in thepassw. 
Q v + nlpmn * a& 

,bump sth 'up(irrformar)toinmaseorraisepth: 
Thewnlpnny bump& their p r i m  up by 10%. 

prlces 
Q v+n/pron+adv r v*adv+n 

bunch /bmtI/ 

,bunch 'up; ,bunch sth 'up if material 
bunches up, or you bunch it up, it forms tight 
folds Thesheessbutl~hd upunder him every tima 
he moved oShe bunched her skirt up and 
jumped. 

Bunch sth up P often used in the passive. + v+adv + v+nlpmn+adv + v+sdv+n 
,bunch ' u p h ' g e t h e r ;  ,bunch s M h  'up! 

to'gether to move closer together to make a 
tight group: to make sWsth do this: The chikfren 
bunched fogether in littk groups in the p W  
ground. oA11 the rwmm were bunch& up 
&hind the i&r 

Bunch sblsth npltogether is often used in 
the passive. 
@v+adv v*nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

bundle t'bnnat 
,bundle sb 'OW (to sth... ) to send sb somewhem 

In a hurry or when they do not want to go: She 
bundIed herson off SoschmE. 

packsboff (to ... ) 
Qv+n/pron+adv + v+&+n 

,bundle 'up; ,bundle nb 'up (In ath) to dress in 
warm clothes; to put warm clotheson sb: Bundle 
up! It 'sfmzingoursi$e! o I bundled up in a 
blanket and made hero cup of tm. 

wrap up ( In nth), wrep sb up (In 5th). wrap 
youmK up ( in sth) 

Bundle sb up is offen used in the passive. 
.@ v + adv v +  nlpron + adv 

,bundle 8th 'upno'gether to put or tie thinw 
together 1nto a bundle: She bundled up her 
clotl~es and pmM them into a cupbwrd o ThB 
papers uwre ail bundled t-6 d y  io be 
fhmwnaLuD# 
~v+nlpmn+adv  v+sdv*n 

bung 
,bung sth ' up  (wmh ath) (BrE, Immimi) to stop 

sth from moving or flowing through sth by put- 
ting sth in or across it: She's bunged the sink up 
w ~ t h  lea Ieaves. 

block ath up  moref for ma^ 
+v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 
b ,bunged 'up d j  blocked, not clear: My nme is 
all bunged up thlsmorning. 

bunk p ~ k {  

,bunk ' c lown(~l lyAn~&toUedowntos leep  
somewhere, especially somewhere unmmfort- 
able or far only one night We bunkeddown in an 
old Barn fur thenight. 
E Z l  dms down (BrE, informal) 
@ v+adv 

,bunk boff:,hnk 'OH $th(BrE,fnfwmel)tosiay 
away from school or work when you ought to be 
there; to leave school or work  earl^: especially 
without permission: k t ' s  bunk OR #hk &r- 
noon and go shopping. 
ESKi schoof, WOrk IBEl s k b  On, s k b  OW SUI 
(BrE) 
+v+adv*r+prep 

,buoy n h t h  'up 4 to make or keep sb cheerful 
and confident: Winnhg the mmntch buoyed the 
team UP. o T?M party did dittle to buoy up her 
sprrits. oShe was buoyed up by her father's 
pmis@. 2 2 keep ssblth floating; to stop sblsth 
from sinking: I wlard, krmg the salt water 
buoymeup. 

Buoy sblstb up is often used in the passive, 
Buoy sblstb can also be used: Buoyed by their 
recent V I C ~ W  r h  t e a m l r m c o n v i ~  they mn win 
thefinal. 
Qv+n/pron+adv * v*adv+n 

,buoy sth '~p@nance)tomakeorIteepprlcsata 
high or satisfactory Iwel: Share p r h  roere 
buoyedupbytthenews, o lo buoy uplheecommy 
E E l  prfoea 
EUW Buoy sth up ls d e n  used ln the passive. 
Buoy sth isalsoused with thismeaning. 
@ u+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

burn /bn;ArnEb~nnf (burnt,bumtpxnt; 
drnEbamt[ or burned. burned b m d ; A m E  
b3:rndl) 

,bum a'way; ,burn sth a W y  to disappear as a 
result of burning; to make sth do this: Half the 
candla had burnt away. o The fire had bur& 
owayprt  of the mf 
Q v + &  r v+adv+n v+pmn+adv r v+n+adv 

( h f w m t )  
,bum d m  if a fire bums down, it b e w w  

less shong and burns with smaller flames: They 
sat by thefim, wuWling it sbwly bum down. 
m burnup 
Q v+adv 

,burn ' d m ;  ,bum sth ' d m  if a buildhg 
burns down. or sb burns it down, it is des- 
troyed hy fire: Thepalme burnt dourn in tfze IRh 
century. o Shethrmlened#a burn the lro~down.  
IEEWBnrn sth down is often u& in the 
pasfive. 
Qv+adu + v+nlpmn+& + r*adv+n 

,burn sth 'dl to remove 5th by bur- Burn 
tl~aoldpainl off Wrempainting ihadoor 2 ( a h  
,burn sth 'up) to use energy by exercising: Walk- 
ing bruklymnbwnoff alotofmlortes. EE tal- 
orles, fat 
&v+actv+n r v+n/pmn+&$v 

,bum 'out: ,bum sth 'out if amachtneorpartof 
a mach~ne burns out or sbkth burns it out, it 
stops working bemuse it has been u&tw much 
or has got too hot: The club91 hns burnt out. o I 
burnt out themlorin theflrstcar Ihad. 
&v+adw hr. v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,bum 'out ,bum S t s e M  'out to stop burning 
becauw there is no more fuel: Blow out the mn- 
dles Wore they burn out. o By the timethefire brt  
gudearrived thefire h d  burnt (iiseIr)out. 
-B SECoh BURP4 STH OUT 

@ v + &  4 v*pron+adv 
,burn 'out; ,bum yourself *out to become very 

tired or sick and unable to oontinue your work 
by working too hard over a per id  of time: It's o 
high pressurn job and many people burn out at a! 

young nge. o 4 k carries on wnking so hard* 
he'II burn h i m I f  out. 
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+ = O h  BURN I3 OUT, BURN SB OUT O F  ITH 
(bv+adv * v+pmn+abr 
b 'burnout n [CI IJlI the state of king very t i e d  
or sick because you have d e d  too hmk 
Burnout is common among Zeachen. 
t ,buWout (esmbl[y BrE) (AmE wually 
,burned-'0ut)vei-y tired or sick k c a w e  you have 
worked too hard: burnr-out rock singers 
+ S e e a h  BURNT-OUT at BURN STH OUT 

,bum sb 'out ,burn s b  'out of 8 t h  t o f o m  sb 
toleaveabuildingbysettingfire to 1t:Agnnghns 
tried to burn a woman out of her home. 
+ s eeah  BURN OUT, BURN YOWASELF OUT 
Qv+rdpmn+adv * v+adv+n + 

v+nlpmn+adv+pr%p 
,burn sth 'out to destroy sth completely by Rre, 

so that only the outside or  the frame is left: Two 
mm were burnt out in the m h .  
W Burn 8th out is usually used in the pas- 
51VP 

+ S'ee~kO BURN OUT, BURN ITSELF OUT 
+v+rdpron+&d * v+adv+n 
b 'bumt-oul (especially BrEj EAmE mually 
'burned-out) adf [only before noun] completely 
destroyed or  badly damaged by fire: burnt-out 
buses o bured-out h o w  
+see also BURNT-OUT at BURN OUT, BURN YOUR- 

SELF OUT 

, bu rn  'up 1 tobedestmyedbyheat: T k s m  
b u r d u p  as rEenhred Iheearth'sabn~spM~ 2 
(usually IbS@d in theprogressive l e ~ )  to h a w  a 
fever ora high temperaturn: *is burning up- 
she&adocm~3Lfa f i rebw~up , i tge ts  
stronger and has larger flames EEB burn down 
e v + a d u  

, b u m  sb ' u p  IAmE, itlformul) to make sb very 
angry. The way he rarrs ma really bwm m up 
Q v + ntpron +adv 

,burn sth 'up 1 to get rid of  sth completely by 
burning. I'm going m burn up aI1 the rub 
bishllmsh 2 =BURN STH OFF 2 
&v+a&+n * v+nlpron+a& 

burrow I % ~ ; A ~ E  'barnu1 

'burrow In sth to s m h  for 8th among things in 
a container: She burrowed in h e r m k e t o n d e w -  
tuuliy found nferu m h .  
+v+prep 

bur~t  /bxs~~~l~barst/(krrrt, bunt) 

,burst 'In(on tblsth)+ ,brat 'into sth to  enter a 
m m ,  abuilding, etc. suddenly and n o i a i  intm 
rupting the people who are in it: He apologized 
fir bursting in on our meetfng, o The dow sud- 
dmlyflewo~nandMiabumm. o Shemndown 
thestairsandburst inlothekilchera. 
+maISD RURST INTO STH 
+v+adv + v+prep 

'burst Into sth to start praducing or doing sth 
suddenly and withgreat force: Theoimrqf? burst 
fntoj lams (= suddenly staned to b u r n ) .  o lwas 
so relrevedlbamt b t o  laars (= suddenly started 
to cry). o Thecab's ew'm burst into IUe (= sud- 
denEy started to work). o As the curtainfell, the 
audmce b m t  into apphllse (= suddenly started 
to clap). 
EEJ tears. flames, laughter, life 
+$WQl%9 RURST IN (ON SBISTH), BURST INTO STH 

QV+PWJ 
'burst o n t o n t o  5th {also %urn upon sth mom 

formal) to appear s a m e w h e ~  suddenly in a dra- 
matic or  unusual way: A &or new lalent Ras 
burst onton to the lennwscme. 
m scene 
Q V+FP 

,burst 'out to say 8th puddeo, loudly and with 
strongfeeling: ?hateyou!'she bwstout 
BE) exclalm ( lbrml) 
-f S e t a h  BURST OUT DOING STH 

@ v+adv*spe& 
b '&urn n a sudden strong expression of azl 
emotion;'a sudden increase in an attitude or an 
activity: an outburst of angerllaughter o smr- 
d i c  outbursts of violem o She upodogized for 
her outburst. 

,burst 'out ;  ,burst 'out of sth to leave a room, a 
budding, etc. suddenly and noisily: The door 
opened suddenly ond a m n  burst out of the 
h o w .  
Qv+sdv + v*adr+prep 

,burst 'OM doing sth to begin doing sth sud- 
denly: We looked at one another and burst out 
hughitlg 
E 5  Iaughlng, aylng 
+see also BURST OUT; OPITBURST a t  BURST om 
@ v+adv+-lng 

,bu r s t  ' through:  , bu r s t  'through sth t o m m  
suddenly through a door, a barrier, etc. with 
great force: The curdrovefust up to the& block 
am3 burst throryph. o She burst through the door 
pursued by Sun men. o The sun burst dhmugh the 
clouds. 
@v+adv + v+prep 

'bum Upon ~ t h  = BuRST ONlONTO STH 

'bury you~ietf In 8th 1 to go to o r b  In a place 
where you will not meet many people: He buried 
h ~ m w  In the muntrjr to write a book. 2 to 
involve yourself in 5th completely; to spend all 
your time thinking about or doing st hand ignore 
everything else: She buried herself in her work in 
an attempt to forget. EEl work, book 
Q v + pron + prep 

bust /Inst/ (bust, bust or  bustd, bunaed) 

,'bust 'wt; ,bud 'out of sth: ,bust sb 'out: 
,buM sb 'wt of sth (Informnl) t o e s c a p e h m  
somewhere, usually prison; to help sb to do this: 
IIls Iasl mouw lu~s about a guy Gusting out of 
Alcatruz. o Hb friend$ b u s M  him out of jail. 

breek out, break out of alh (mowfnrma0 
@v+adv + r*achr+prep * v+nlpmn+adv r 

v + rdpmn* adv + prep 

,bust h p  ((wth sb) (BrE. Informal) if a couple or  
two & l e n d s  bust up, they havea quarrel and sep 
arate: T h q  bust up rlffmfiuepurs togethet: o I 
bllsl up with Tim a whileago. 
EZ) break up (wRh sb): aplR up (wltWhum sb) 
Q v+adv 
b ' k t - u p  n (BrE, inform0 1 (with m) an argu- 
mentora quarrel: Wehada hugebust-upandww 
we're not talking. 2 the end d a relationship 

,bust sth ' u p  (iqformao q to end sth such as a 
meeting or  a relatlonshlp by disturb~ng or  win-  
ing it: The police busted up the mwting, - 
break 8th up (moreformal) 2 ( A m 0  to llrfzlre, 
damage or  b e a k  sth: He busted up his knee in the 
mident. 3 (Am@ to break a company o ra  larger 
organization Into smaller parts EO company 

b w k  sth up (moreJiormal) 
v+adv+n 4 v+nlpmn*adv 

bustle rbnsrl 
,bustle a'butta'mund: ,bustle a'boutr 

a'round s t h  (e~ppcially BsE) to move about 
somewhere in  a busy or  h u r r ~ d  way: She was 
already bustling about, gettmgdinnerreudy 
g v + a d v  r v+prep 

butt mnt~ 

,butt 'In (informal) 1 (on sWah) to rudely inter- 
rupt sb when they are speaking: He apobgked 
for butting m on our mnversation o 'His nume's 
T e r n  anually.' she budled in. Interrupt 
(sMsth) (moreformar) 2 to interfere in a s i t u -  
ation that does not concern you: Stop butting i n  
It's nothing lo do with you. Intodore (with 
sth) (more form0 + v+adv 1 alsov+adv+speech 

,butt 'out(s&en. I&mal,especiaIlyAmE) used 
to tell sb  rudely not to interfern in  sth Qr to go 
away: Butfout!ltS mwofyour h i n e s p .  
Q v + a d v  

,butter sb 'up (irbfonnnl) to  say nice things about 
sb because you want them to do sth for you or  
give you sth: We'd bet& butier him lrpa bit W&re 
w mkfor his help. 
D soften sb up 
+v+nlpron+adv 4 r+&*n 

button ~ ' b ~ m t  

, bu t ton  'up; ,button d h  'up tobe fastened with 
buttons: to fasten sth with buttons: He buflod 
up hismal. 
IEGI c o a t , j a c k & , a E . ~  &up,dosthup 
E!3 unbutton, unbutton &I 

Button and button ath an? also used with 
this meanlng. 
~ v * n l p r o n + a d v + v + s d v + n  
t .hthned-'up 1 [usually before noun] not 
showing or expressing your feelings openly; not 
very fr~endly: his buttoned-upwlmw~ 2 ( A m 0  
very formal in appearance; traditional rather 
than new orexcit~ng 

buy /bar/ ( b w g ~ ,  bwm Pa*/) 
, buy  sth 'back if somelm3y buys sth hnck, they 

buy again sth that they have sold earlier to sb 
else: The bank will supply and buy backfo- 
currency o Hesold themr in 19Wfort400. buy 
it h c k  laslywr cost W f m .  
+v+adv+n 4 v+nlpmn+adu 
b 'buy-back n 'I the action oF buying again sth 
that you have sold earher: a bwRlequipr~lent buy- 
beck (= when a shap/store or company buys back 
sth you have finished using) 2 (businas) a form 
of lmrrowmg money in which a company seUs 
its shares with an agreement that it will buy 
them aga~n at a later date: a share blry-bnck 0 a 
share buy-backpro~mmm 

,buy sth 'in (BrB to buy sth or a large amount of 
sth for a special occasion or in order to  have a 
supplyforthefuture: I'IlhawlobuyinentmJii 

they 'remrning tosiuyJiora while. 
mfood 
Qv+adv+n  * v+nlpmn+adv 

,buy 'Into sth 1 to buy shares in a cornpan% for 
example to gain wntml over it: They are lookkg 
to buy Inlo another insunrnce m m n ~  DGl 
company, buslnesa 2 (ir&maD to accept sth 
that Inany other peoplebelieve: Wedwr'l buy inso 
the myth t h t  money u Iheanssrarfomryfhing. 
Q V + P ~ P  

,buly sb 'off to pay sb to stop them acting agalnst 
you, causing trouble for you, etc: Thgr hadto buy 
Brennan off to slop himJmm talking. 
(3v*n/pmn+adv + v+abr+n 

,buy sbryou*seM 'odl,kry ~~ 'out 
of sth (Bm to pay money MI that sblyou can 
leave a n  orgmlzation, espe~ially the armed 
forces. before the time agreed: A&r fourymrs in 
the M t r y  I bough1 mysey out. 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+nlpmn+&+prep 

,buy s h t h  ' ou t  to buy part d a m p a n y ,  bus5 
ness,et~.fromshe19e$othatyoumallof itand 
control it: I tuam lo buy her out and have the 



h o w  i% mysew o The mmmny w m  Luasught our 
by tw Cmman b w i w s m e n .  
E J  partner, wrnpany 
+v+nlpron+adv*v*adv+n 
t 'buyout n. (?inam) a situation when sb buys 
enough sham in a rwmmny to gain mntrol of it 

,buy 8th 'up to buy quickly all of sth or as much 
as you can: Thy'vebught  u~nall theland in the 
arm. 
E@l company, Imnd, pmperty 
@ v+adv+n + v+pmn+adu + v+n+*(mw) 

,bun a'round; ,h akmnd 6th ( a h  ,kLa 
a'bautrmuntl, ,km a'lmtrtl'mund sth espminlly 
BrE) to move around quickly and busily: She 
buzz& round (the kzlchen). o The photographer 
butzed aroud, cMfw the Eight. o Questhns 
buzzed round inside my had. + v+adv * v + p p  

,bun 'off (faformel) used to tell sb, not very 
politely, to go away: Buzzoff I'Ipn hying lo work! 0 
I wish he'd GuzzM! 
D clear off: go away (murefirm0 
Qv+adv  

,buzz 'round; ,bu+r 'rpund sth (esmiably BrE3 
= HUZZ AROUND, BUZZ AROUND STH 

call ~ k ~ i l  

- amund 
-away 
-back - bv 
-down 
-for 
-forth 
-in 

38 -off 

W To call is the most common way to say 90 
telephone' in Amerlmn English. It is also used 
in British English, but to phone and ta ringare 
more common. 

,call a'round; ,call a'round s b t h  (Am to 
telephone a number of dflerent pwpTe, usually 
to try to get information: He's k n  calling 
amwtdsrying loget tk  hetpriceona cornpuler o 
ImIled around #ha nerghbourhd lo get support 
for my wnrpntm. 
Qvtadv 4 v+prep 

,call s'b a'way to ask sb to stopdoing what they 
are doing and go somewhereelse to deal with sth: 
He was calledauhw to t?wph~m. o She wa.scuiM 
awqy from the meeting io deal with an emergency. 

Call sb away IS almost always used in the 
passive. 
Q v + nlpmn + adv 

,call 'back WE) to visit sb again: I'll m l l  hcA 
later when your wlfe'sat home. 
evtactv 

,call %sick; ,call sb 'back to telephonesbagain 
or to telephone sb who telephoned you earlier: 
Call badr In an hour - he'll be hem then o Kub 
phoned. Cunyou wIl herhck70 IYlcallyou back 
wrth thedetails Inter: 
@v+adv v+ntpron+adv 
b 'callback n 1 a device in a telephone that auto- 
matically calls agaln a number that was busy 
when you first called it: a nrllhck faeilie 2 a 
telephonecall that you make to sb whohas called 
you earlier 

,call sb 'back4 toshout tosb totumaroundmd 
come back to a pkce they hnve just I&: I ran ofl 
but hecalled me back. o Westarted to wulkofl but 
were m16d buck by the police oficer 2 to ask sb 
who is applying for a job, etc. to return so that 
you can talk to them again: T h m  pwpk wem 
culled buck for a saw& inderuieuc 
@ v + nlpron + adr 

,call 'by ( i ~ u m l ,  espechlly Brm to visit a place 
or a person for a short time, usually when you 
are go~ng somewhere else: Could you call hy on 
yowway home?o Janmlledbybyo brmgyour$lP. 
m dropby 
@ v+adv 

,call ~b ' d m  to shouttosb t0 a& them tomme 
down f h m  a place which is higher than you: I've 
mlled himdown (= to come downstairs) lo h k -  
fast a l m d y .  
@ v + nlpron + adv 

,call sth 'down (onlupon sb) (litemry) to pray 
that sth unpleasant will happen to sb because of 
sth bad they have done to you: to make sth bad 
happen to sb: Hecatleddown curseson them 
IBXi curses, wrath 
@v+adv+n 4 v+ntprm*adv 

'call for sb (BrEj to go to eb's home, for example, 
and take themor go with themsomewhere: Shall 
Icallforyou at e i~h t?  
Q V+P~*P 

'call for sth if a situation a s  for a particular 
action or quali& it needs or requires It: This 
calk for a cekbration!~ Whut she's doing mils 
forgrmt skilland mu-. 
EEU Call for sth can be used in the passive: 
'Ibugheraetion By tht?gouemmni kmlkdf01:  
Qv+prep 
b un'calld for [of m a r k s  or behaviour) 
not fair or necessary In the circumstances: I 
shrill tgnore that u n m l l e d f i r m r k  

'call for sth; 'call for nbMh to do 8th to 
demand publicly that sth should be done: The 
group lnas c a l ~ J o r  a boyma of the elections. o 
The otherdimtors hawmlM for him to reS&n. 

Call for sth mn be u s 4  In the passive: k 
total bnn on nuclear ~ n s  has baen miledfor 
Q v + prep + v +  prep + nlpmn +m inf 

,call sth 'forth ( f m 0  to mduce a particular 
reaction: Her remarks have called forb h r s h  
crrtkism in Ihemedin. 
@ v+adv+n + v+pron+adv v+n+adv(mm) 

,call 'In f [+ adulprep] ( m ~ i u l l y  BrFI to visit a 
place or a person for a short time, usually when 
you are going somewhere else: Hecalled in at the 
ofice Wore  he kftfor Londom o She often m Ils m 
for u chat. Ei9 drop In (on sbtat ... ) (~rfarmcrb) 2 
to telephone the place where you work: She 
called in sick lhts morning (= telephoned to say 
that she was llllsick and would not be coming to 
work). 3 to make a telephone d to a radio or 
television programme: Many listeners caILad in 
to rompbin. 
e v + a d v  
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'~alUn n (AmE) a television or radio show in ing. o He mke in ihe night, wllingout b mm. 

which people can phone to talk to people on the o 7'7rey mIled out the n m b m  of the winning 
show, ask questions, give thew opinions, etc: a tickets. 
mil-inshow EZi name shwt out (to ab), shout ath amt 

,Call ab 'in toask sb to wme and help, give advie  (to sb) 
repalr sth, etc: He's threatened to cull in the m w ~ a l l  sth mn be used with a s imhr  
police. o ~ o u ' l I h a v e m m l i a p l u m ~ i n f t l ~ ~ ~ t  meaning, but call ouWI  sth out suggests sth 
thrs. o Bombdisposalexpmtsuweml[edin wget IQllder Qr moreurgent. 
r d o f  thedevice. +v+adv + v+nlpmn+adv * v+adu+n * 
EEl pollee, exwrt BEE3 send for sb v+adv+speech 
ev+adu+n  v+nlpmn+adw ,call ~b 'but 1 to ask sb tocome to help you, when 

,call sth Vn (BBto order or request the return of there is an emergency: Pve mum had to mil  he 
sth, especially a product that has a fault: ~h dwtorous at night hfir~. o We 'e hado callout an 
t nanufmtm~ h u e  cnlW in the faulty goods. 0 ekricinn. 0 Troops were Called our to deal with 
The h n k  haw m l W  in the Iwn (= asked for the the riot. doctor, flm brigade, electrfelan 2 
money to be paid back) imm&&ly. to order or ask workers to stop work as a protest: 
E B  recall nth (morelbrmn Miners weremlledoutonstrrke by union Iwden. 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adu &v+nlpmn+adv + v+sdv+n 

sb/sm 'off to order soldiers, dogs, etE. to t 'C~I IQM n W E )  -ion when YOU ask sb 
stop attacking sb, semhlng for sblsth, etc: you in anemergency: ambum 
Pleas  cull your dog& nrU.oufs 0 How much is the plumber's ml lout  
Wdog charge? 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n The noun caU is also used. 

,call dh 'o~f to cancel or abandon sth that has ,call 'out for sth IAmE) to telephone a shop, 

been planned or that has already Th store, restaurant, etc. to ask them to deliver fmd 
luas mIled 40: ihe lQFr minu&, t o w a t  homeoratwark:M'smlloutforpizzn. 

They'vewIicdoff Ihelrengugement (= they have 'end Out *h 
decided not to get married). o Polke miled off v+*+pmp 

thesmrchfor the climbers at dwk. , a l l  sb '~rtocallsbtocomeovertowherepu 
6 3 3  matchlgame, e n g a g e m e ~ d i n g ,  &I, are, because Y W  want to speak to them, give or 
search, strike show them sth, etc: Call the waiter over 
6 v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv Qv+dpmn+athr * v+abv+n(mre) 

'call on s b i (@spciullyBrE) b vlsitsbforashort ,call 'round (Brm to sb at their home for a 
t lme: On our way boak, we r n l m  on gmndma. short time: Ijwl mlledround lomy hello. 
ET) drop In (on swat ... ) 2 0  toask sb in a dmPmnd 
class,etc. tomsweraquestionorglvetheiropm- 9 v+& 
ion: math &her alwuyscallr on the boys ,call 'up; ,call sbisth *up (mpeciu& AmE) to 
(3v*prep make a phone call to a person or a plaox Call up 

'-11 OWUpMl d h @ m l ) t o  mWShnpth, a n d m a  res@ruufionfor8o'clock. o Shmlled 
courage, etc. in order to achim sthor dm] with him WIM~ bus Station o Call up the o m  
a problem: She had ro wlIon a11 her sr @ ~ ~ ~ k f o r M t :  Morgan. 
murage t o b z  the ordml. Call and call sb are also ftequently used 
E E  strength, muram with t h ~ s  meanmg. Call, up and car1 sb up a m  
@ v + prep very common in spoken English. 

'call onlupon sb to do sth(formar)l tomakea '+"Ipmn+* 

serious or urgent request to sb to do sth: ~ ' m  'UP 1 to officlNy ask sb to go to do train- 
atmilable in case I'm callad on o help 0 we mi[ in6 in the army, navy or air form or to fight in a 
upon all w s  0 mpect the r ~ s u ~ t s  @ the e h .  war: the ~7 h g m ,  he was tm OM lo be 
tmn. 2 to formally invlte or request sb to s w ,  mIl@d mSCrlpt fi b-11~ *m, 
etc: lnow call upom MK Sprtng hgiw thevoteof d"fisb(AmE)2(eswi~IQBrE)toasksb tojoin 
thanks. sth or take part in sth; to chrmse sb to play in a 
W Call onlupon sb to do rn be ;used in team: He's bPen called upjor next week's match. 
t hc passive: 1 luas called on h, mkea spmh. Call sb up is often used in the mssive. 
@ v + prep + nlpmn + lo ~ n f  @ v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,call 'out(to ~b),,eall sth 'out (tosb)toshout w ' 'call-up ' an order join the armJr 
say sth loudly In order to get sb's attention or Or air force: m z ' ~ u p ~ ~ M m ~ s  (-P@ 
help: Hemlledout lo hm ht shemTTa on wIk- C U ~ I Y  BrE, an ofiicial invitation to play in 

a team or in a particular game 

,call ath 'up I (mmpuling) to obtain information 
that is stored on a computer She mlled upall 
files he kd wrked on. E@i Rln, InformaUmn 2 to 
bringsth bck  to yourmind: to make you remem- 
ber and think about sth: The sound of their 
laughter calW up memories of his own ch~ld- 
M. KJ memory BEj meail ath (formno 3 to 
use a quality that you have: He c a I M  up all his 
rtserws of mumge. Em rnaerv%s 
e v + a d v + n  + v+n/pmn+adu 

'call upen nth =CALL O N ~ P ~ N  STH 

"all wpon sb b d o  sth =CALL O N ~ P O N  SB TO 
DO STH 

calm /kmm/ 

,calm 'down; ,calm sblyoumW 'down if sb 
calms down, or youcalm them down, they stop 
being angry. or excited and become calm: Calm 
down!l'oesaldf'msorfy o Themuxrsnothingm 
cvulddolocalmhdown o He wenlforu walklo 
calm h z m r  down. o Jack lu~s so s h W  that 
hehud to becalmeddown byhislaifeandson. 
+v*adv + v+nlpron+sdv + v+adv+n 

,calm 'down; ,calm sth 'down to become 
calmer; to make a situation calmer: The whole 
f im will haue calmed down by Iomorrow o I've 
spoken6nthem totrytacalmthingsdowna bit 
=Calm sth down cannot be used in the 
passrve. 
Qv+adv + v+nlpmn+adv + v+a&+n 

,camp ' a t  (hformcrt) to sleep outside, usually in 
a tent: to sleep on thefloorsomewherefora short 
tlmc: f l  there is nowhem tn stax w'II h u e  to 
camp out, o Pwpk mmped out in the schaol hall 
to erwpe theflood mteK 
Qv+adv 
b karnwut n (AmE) a time when pwple sleep 
outside in a tent 

,camp H 'up (BrE, irlTormal) 1 (of a man) to move 
or behave deliberately in a way thatpmple think 
is typ~cal of a man who is sexually attracted to 
other men (a homosexual): He enjoysarmpmni? it 
up. 2 to exaggerate your behaviour oraperform- 
ance to make people laugh: I really romped it tip 
in thefinal scene. 
+v+it*adv 

cancel / tens l /  I-IC, A&-I-) 

,cancel 'out; ,cancel sth 'out If two or more 
things cancel out or one cancels out the other, 
they are equally important, but have an opgoslte 
effecton as~tuation sothat thesituation daes not 
change: Thegains and Eosses ore exp~ted lo can- 
cel out. o Our expenditure and profib cancel 
each otherout. o Xhejob ishtrrdwork butihis is  
cancelfedout bytkf~thnt6he~pDaresonm. 
e v + a d v  + v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

I carry around ..................... * ......,,.......,,... 

cannon /'ka3nanl 

,cannon 'Into sbMh (of a moving person, 
vehicle, etc) to hit sbfsth by accident and with 
great force: She smpped su&enly and I aIrnost 
mnnoned inio her 
Q V+VP 

,cannon 'off sblsth if sth mwing cannons off 
sbisth, it hits theml~t by accident and with great 
force and then goes off in a diffemnt direction: 
The brrlllxlnnoned off his Zeg into thegoal. 
e v prep 

'capitalize on sth(ah 'capbI lw uponsth less 
frequent, momformal) to use sth to gain further 
advantage for yourself: They caprtalzzed on thew 
success bymrsingprices. o Theopposrtron triedto 
cap;talizeonpopuhrdMn&nt over fhenew law. 

success, apportunlty, potentla1 take 
advantag* of sth + v+ prep 

'cam for ab to likeor lovesb: Icare&eplyforyou. 
Care for sb can lx used in the passive: I 

just want io be lo& and nrredJor bymmeMy. 
Q Y + P ~ ~ P  

*care for sblsth 1 to take care of and be m n -  
sible for sb who is very young, old or sick, etc. or 
Tor skh that is indanger or wuld bedzmagd: 5% 
nurses give advice Eo the patients and those who 
wrefor them. o Shemmforsevenzl childwn wlth 
s m ' a  I needs. o The wmpany Is cummitrd to car- 
ingJor tke envfronment. EE ehtldren, the sick, 
the eldmrly W In thismeaning care for sWsth 
can k used In the passive' The chrIdmn mre all 
clean and well camti for + see a h  LOOK AFTKR 
SR/STHfYOURShLF; W O K  AF'lXR STH 2 hid CErO fOl 
sblsth VormaO to not like sWsth very much: I 
don't rnrefor o m .  
@ V + P ~ ~ P  
m would you c a ~ e  for ... (format) used to ask sb 
~t they would like sth to wt or drink: Wouldyou 
mre for a cup of tw P 
p u n ' e a d  r~ adj not lmked after: neglected: 
The children Iwked dirty and urnred Jol: 4 
uncared-for #awns 

,carry dh  a'round ( a h  ,carry ah a m  
'mund esmlrl ly  SrE) (wlth mu) to take sth from 
one placeta another; to takeslhwerywherewith 
you. 1don"Eant tomrry shisbrrgabout with m 
all day o Tha CDphyer is light enough to mrry 
amund inyourpockel. 
er+nlpmn+sdv v+adv+n 



,carry sbmth a'long to take or mow swsth for- 
ward: His body had been mrrW along by the 
r i w ~  o The crowd unrs so thick that she m mr- 
ried along with ti. o (figurative) Hls immense 
enthwiasm carried usolIalong. 
Q v+nlpmn+adv 

,carmy sblsth a'wayroff to support the weight 
of s b t h  and take themit away: A strong current 
carried thedinghy awnV. 
e v + n / p m * a d v  + v+adv+n 

b g e t  ,carded a k a y  to be so excited and 
enthusiastic about 9th that you lose control of 
your feelings and may behave in  a silly or  
thoughtIess way: lgot so curried away with shop 
ping that I compkteIyfo~of the lime. o Don't get 
mrrfedaway- it'snotthatexciting. 

belget + v + adu 
,carry sb 'back (tu a*) to remind sb of 5th that 

happened in the pask The song carried Irer h c k  
to her c h i l d h d .  
PEj take sb back (to sth) 

v+ nlpmn + adv 

,carry 5th 'forwad 1 ( a h  ,-my sth ,over) 
Lfm?re) to move a total sum of moneJ: or a total 
amount, Em one pageor column tothe next, or 
from one week or  year to the next: Thefigurn 
were mrried forward Jrom the preview m e ,  
lE3 brlng sth forward In this meaning 
ca r ry  sth forward isoften used in the passive. 2 
to belpsth to make progress or s u w e d :  She will 
carry theprojmf forword afferIleuue. 
@v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,carry sb 'off 1 if a disease carries sb off+ they 
die as a result of it: Sheruascarriedfl by theepi- 
demic. 2 to capture sb: The enemy mrried off 
myprisonars .  
ev+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,carry s'bisth 'off = CARRY SBESTH AWAYIOFF 

,carry sth 'OH 1 to win sth: She carried fl ?nust 
uf Iheprizes. 2 to succeed in doingsth difficult; 
to deal with a diftrcult situation successfully: 
She'stlreonlypmn Iknow whocan m r  a dress 
likethatandcaw f t o r  
Q 1 v+a&+n v+pron+adv + v + n + a d v ( h  
Iww~) 
2v+Wpmn+& + v+adv+n 

,carry 'an 1 (with slh) ( o b  ,carry 'on dolng sth) 
l e s w h l l y  SrE) to continue doing sth or moving 
in a particular d i m i o n ,  without stopplng 
Canyon workinglmithyo~r m& EuhileJbarway. 
o If she curries on shoplifting, she'll end up m 
jail. o She ignored me and carried on wrlfing o P 
mlledou! tohim, buthcarrlwlontbown therond. 

90 On, go OH dOlw 8th + See also CARRY 
STH ON 1 2 to manage to continue living or  work- 
ing in your usual way in spite of d r f i d t  or 
unpleasant circumstances: LVe m w d  on as 
wuaI a&r thefire. o We're all going to carry on 

M if nothing has h a f r f r e d .  m go on: con- 
tlnw 3 lwlth 6th) to continuespeaking or doing 
6th after a short pause: 'Well', she corrled on, 
'then I realized whem I'd met him twfom!'o Ted 
look& up brieflj then mrried on .with w h t  he 
was doing go on (wlth 8th) 4 to last for a 
particular time: How l o n ~  can this sitlrarwn 
carry on?= go on; fast 5 (at ~ b )  (about Bth) 
(iIrforrno0 to argue, quarrel or  compla~n noislly; 
to make a fuss: Slop corrylnip on about how hard 
yokr life is. o How long ore Iheygolng to kshoui-  
ingondmrrylngon l r k e t h a t ? ~  go em (at sb) 
(about sth) B (wtth sb) (~Id-fagshioned, irtformof) 
to have a sexual relationship with sb. She's 
carrying on wtih her boss. 
+u+arhr 

1 alsov+adv+4ng 
3 also v+ adv+ speech 

b 'am n 7 [usually sing.] W E ,  irtrormnb 
excited or  noisy behaviour over sth that i s  not 
imponant; a ass 2 ( A m  a small bag or mse 
that you carry onto a plane with you: I 'm hnvel- 
h n g l ~ h t - I j w t h a w a  cartyon. oDoyouhave 
any mrry-on luggage? 

,carry a t h  'on 1 to continue 5th. especially 6th 
that sb else has begun: Our c h i h  will curry 
this tmdifiononqf#rus. + ~ Q ~ ~ O C A R R Y  ON 12 
.carry 'on sth, ,carry WMem bri to do the activ- 
ity rnent~oned: We'w 6ry1ne to mrry on a very 
rmportnof con-lion! o They carried on o mr- 
resmndencefw owfor2y years. o to ca rw on a 
bwiinessltmde EEi wnvsnatkn, cornspond- 
ence, busl- ,srH1 conduct sth A noun 
must always follow on, but a pmnurln comes 
ktween the verb and on. 
a 1 v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

2v+adv+n + v+pmn+adv 
,carry sth 'out 1 t~ do sth that YOU youid you 

would do or that you have Ween asked to  do: to 
mrry out a plnntuprommI~~n o w  o He And no 
intention of canying out his t h w l s .  o She hnd 
carried out a!! hts insfructions ElZi threat, 
promlsa, order 2 to do and complete a task: to 
carry out a S U ~ U ~ ~ I M  inue~tngufion o to mrryout 
repairslcWtesa o to arty out researrh o of is 
nnf yetclear who carrledout theattack. 
+v+adv+n 4 v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv(kssfre 

quent) 
b %arry.out n ( A d ,  SmlE) a meal that you buy 
m k e d  from a restaurant and take away to eat 
somewhere eke: Let'sgeta mrry-out. 

,Carry sth I 1 toelay sPh until a later time: 
X h e p m h a d  ta be carried- until Wed-3 
o You c a m  c a w  over 4 days' Iwve to m t  yeat 

pastpone 8th 2 to keep sth fmm one situ- 
atlon and use or  deal with it in a new situation: 
You shouId mrry ouer what you h r n  in schmf 
int~yourt&l(f@. 3 =CARRY STH FORWARD 1 + v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+abu 

b 'carry- n 1 mnam) a total sum of money ,carve sbMh 'up (Ed, f&rmnb 1 to wound sb 
or  an amount that is moved to the next ml- or  their face badly with a knife: Hegot c a d  np 
um?b'papelyear, etc. 2 something that is kept outside thepub &t night. 2 to gd past a moving 
from one s~tuation or time and used in  mother vehicle ahead of you and then suddenly move in 

,carry sth 'round (wlth you) (wpeanlly BrE) = 
CARRY STH AROUND (WITH YOU) 

,carry 'through ( o n M h  8th) (Am47 to do and 
finish what you have promised, agreed or 
arranged to do: He wnuInced us that he would 
wrry through wfthlon hispromist. 
Q v + a d v  

,carry sb 'through; ,carry sb 'through 4 t h  
to help sb to deal with a dimcult period: Her 
&terminntion mrried her through. o Hrs mur- 
age helped lo carry them through the digrcult 
times. 

M n t o f  itinadan~rousway:I~~a~~~~ruedupby 
a lunatic in a Pornhe. o We saw the van wrue up 
sewmi mrs. worn  turning lefl. EE person, car 
EX9 cut 8 Wsth up (BrE) 
ev+nipron tadv * v+adv+n 

, c a m  sth 'up to divide a oompam an area of 
land, etc. into parts and share them out: They 
cnrvedthe helerriloly up into threeprovim. o T h  
thiews hurriedly car& up the Zmt. 
@v+adv+n v+nlpron+adv 
b 'ca- n [sing.] ( B E .  i r & m O  the act of 
dividing sth up into parts and sharing them out 

Qv+ntprcn+adv + v + n l p m n + p ~  cash i k ~ /  
,carry sth Yhraugh to finish a task, a plan,etc. 

suocessfuUy: luas delemi& carry ,cash 'En (on *th) (informa0 to gain an advantage 

her pplons, om Heh h ~ s  smrld a from a situation in a way that p p l e  think 1s 

mk, she'llcarry it lhmugh lo theend. wrong or  dishonest: Maw busiwsses m s h d  in 

IGE plan, pmposal, deelsln, ref- on the massivegubIic in&& in her death. o The 

& v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv new law means videopimlesmnm [ongermh in 
by selling iflegnl m p h .  

,cart sth a'mund (&a ,cart sth a'boutrmund 
espacially Brm (wlth you) li&rmaD used to talk 
about carryingsth large,awkward or unimport- 
ant from one place to another or  everywhere you 
go: I had io a r t  q s h o p p n g a r ~ ~ n d ~ i l h  mealI 
d q t  o HecartsolImrtsof l r s e l e s s s t ~ a h u L  

carry ath around (with you) ( ~ ~ f O r ~ ~ ,  
lug 5th around (wlth yw) 
Bv+nlomn+adv v+adv+n - .  

,cart sbtsth a'wayl'oWFinforrrm0 to take sblsth 
away with some difficulty: Two phwA lucre 

carted olf to hosp1taI. o The polin? a r r t d  and 
c~ned40rwters o x  to jail. 
IEE) take sblsth awey  moref form^ 

Cart sWth away/& Is often used h the 
passive: He was carred a m y  by turopolicemn. 
+v+a&+n v+n/pron+adv 

,canre sth "out 1 /& , a r m  ath 'out of 8th) 
&eahgyl to make a physical feature in the 
earth's surface over a long perid of time 
through the actIon of water, ice, weather, etc: 
The wllIry  was curved out by gk.clers. In 
this meaning carve sth out is often used in the 
nassive. 2 (for vourself~ to build a sucoessful car- 

Q v + a d v  
,cash sth 'In to exchange 8th for money Cash ln 

any remaining Wvellers' chegm when you 
return o You will lose m o w  if you m h  your 
policy i n  early 

aharm, @Icy 
t v + a d v + n  + vtnlpmn+adv 

,$ash 'up (Brm ( A d  ,EMh 'out) to munt the 
money that has been taken in a shoplstore, re!+ 
taurant, etc. at the end of the day: We msh clp at 
five o'c[ock. 
Qv*adv 

Cast /kast:AmE mt/ (east, cast) 

,cast a'round (BrE a b  ,,cart #bout) (for ath) 
(formal) to l w k  around you to try to find sth; to 
try very hard to think of sth: He capl aboutfor rm 
~ m p e  roule.oHe was desmnately crssling 
around foran excuse, o Xhemmpny whaviwi to 
cast am& fewrishIyfir ways to cut its Costs. 
-This phrasal verb is usually used in writ- 
ten Cngl~sh. 
@ v+adv 

,cast sblsth *'side (@rmo0 to get rid of, or  give 
no attention to, sblsth that you no longerwantor 
need: She jusl cast him aside when shegot borerI. 
o She h a  henable f.o casl aside (= stop using) her 

kr, a good rephation, etc., often with difficulty whwlcharr 

or  hard work: She carvrd out a unique n~chefor dqgtad sW8th 

herself in themusic businers. o He's mrvedouta V*adv'n v * n l ~ * a d v  

smssful  career in M e  buikding industry. ,cast sth a'side V ~ m f i  1 to throw sth to one 
career, name, nl&e alde: He cast as;& t h e m w w p r  impntkntly. 2 to 
e v + a d v + n  e v+nlpron+adv get rid of feelings+ attitudes, etc. that are Md or  

1 alsov + nlpron + adv + prep 



cast away 4: ...,......,......,,,....,....... . .................... ..*... .............................................. 
negative, or that stop you achieving sth: He& 
astdealIhisinhibilwm. o Thespmkmcastmod- 
esly aszdeond mk& a h #  their summ, 
EE) threw sth aslde; toss sth all& (lass 
forman 
e v + a d v + n  + v+nlpmn+adv 

be ,=st a'way (on ah) to be left samewhere 
after your ship has been destroyed at sea: What 
wouM you & if you were cast away on o desert 
island? 
9 be+v+adv 
b ' = m y n a  person whose ship has been des- 
troyed and who has managd to swim to an 
island, etc. 

,cast 8th 'back (to s W M )  to make yourself 
thlnk about a particular time, a situation in the 
past, etc: I Easi my mind back .to ourfirst m t -  
ing all t h e  yean agogo 
EF%l onfyywr mfnd 
Qv+n+adv 

,east sth 'down (Iimry) if you ~118t YO~V eyes 
down, you lmk down: She cust fm eyes down 
modestly whileJack wus 1QIkingabut her: 
El only e p s  ,srH, I m r  sth (b formal) 
ev+nlpmn+abv v+adv+n 
b 'downcast (aka ,cast 'down h j b q w n f l a d j  
(irteruly) downcast eyes are looking down 
+SeeaIk2 UOWNCAST at BE CAST DOWN 

be ,east 'down (by sth) 0 to be sad or 
unhappyabout sth: HeisnotmiIymstdmn 
e b e + v + a d v  
b 'downcast ( a h  ,mat ' d m  hjkq l l en t )  M 
Ilitemry) sad or unhappy: e downmpr mp-n 
o H e b m k ~ s l l d o w ~ E I ~ k p i t y o n  him 
-i wealso DOWNCAST at CAST $TH DOWN 

,cad 'OW; ,cast sth 'dl to undo the ropes that 
are holding a boat m position so that It can start 
to mwe 2 (in knitting) to remove a row of 
s t i t cheshm theneedleinawaythatmitlmakea 
h i s h e d  edge: When the mtf rs the r@ht length, 
m t  oJT EJ stkcher EB cast on, cast sth on 
(f)v*aW 4 v+actv+n + v+pmn+adu + 

Y + n + edv (rare) 
,-t ath 'off (formal) 1 to take off a piwe of 

clothing and throw it to one side: Thqr cast oj'f 
their clothes and jum@ in the pool. Jackat. 
shoos, clothes BEE) take stb off (lwsformnl) 2 
to get rid of sth bad or sth that you do not likc- 
She tried lo cast ofj+ her upbrtnging. o It's time to 
cost off those winter bluesand burst into spring! 
+r+abv+n v+pmn+adv r v+n+adv(mm) 
t ' c a a t 4  (especblly BrE) (AmE usually 'hand- 
M o w n )  n [usuarly pl.] a piece of clothing that 
the orig~nal owner no longer wants to wear 
Sha'sfd up with wtrrriw herswm'scost-@s. 

'east-off d j  [only before noun] that the ori- 
ginalownernolonger wants to wearor use:mst- 
off c h t h i ~ o m s t . @ f f p I a s f i c b n @  

,-st 'on; ,casl sth 'on (in knitting) to makethe 
Arst row of stitch- on a needle, or add new 
stitches: W o n  andknitlOrows. 
EFlstltches EEB cast  On, c w t  sth off 

@v+adv v+adv+n v+pmn+adv 
v+ n+acfv(mre) 

,cast sbtsth 'out; ,cast sbMh 'out of sth 
VormaO to drive sb away; to get rid of sWsth, 
esmially by using force: She ws & out by 
swiety. o Heclaimed to beabie tomst ozh$emw. 
o The vilhgemhmi been castoutof their homes. 

Cast &bout  is often used In the passive. 
6 v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

v + nlpmn +ah. + prep 
b 'outcast n someone who i s  rejected and 
ignored by other people and often has to leave 
their home and friends: Shefelt like a socihl out- 
cast. o He was treated l i b a n  oulcast by the other 
chiIdrr~. 
t 'outcad Q@ lonly befom nour~] ignored m not 
aocepted by other people: o m  m k r s  of 
mielv 

,cast sWa)l 'up (on sth) ( l i t e m )  1 if the sea 
casts sWsth up on the land. it carries therdt in 
and leaves themlit there: A whuk bone zuas mst 
upon the h e h .  E% wash up, wash ~ r h  up (less 
f@f-!mO Cast sWsth up is ottenused m the 
passive in t h ~ s  meanmg. 2 if you cast your eyes 
up, you look up: Shemsl her- up to the ceilrng 
andswhed l@3 only eyes 
+v+nlpron+adv * v+adv+n 

'Catch at MUsb to try to get hold of sth quickly: 
Shefrtedtomichutabmnch but muldn't m c h .  
EE sb% hmWarm!sleeva BETO dutch at sb/sth: 
grasp at sWsb 
0 '+ P"P 

,catch 'on (WrmaP) 1 (to sth) to understandsth; 
to realize the truthof s t k H e 3 ~ q u i C k 1 0 m k h  
on. o Thesiudenls soon caught on ta the Idw thnt 
p h m l  verbs om not redly dilfrcull. o Peapleare 
mtchingon lo thefcrcl that he's ofmud. EEB cot- 
ton on (to ah) 2 (wittt sb) to k o m e  popurar or 
fashionable: li!r a god idea, but it'll never catch 
on. o Payrng by credit card hns only caught on 
m n r l y  hum, o 3-DJilms never mught on with a 
msaudience. + v+adv 

,catch sb 'out 1 to Mck sb into making a mis- 
take or doing sth wrong; to d i i r  that sb does 
not know much or is doing 5th wmng: The ikst 
&nut designed 0 cukh you out. I t>  to see hour 
muchyou'w learnt, o The interuhwr mqv try to 
mtch you out with irick questions. o She reacled 
Ukea chiklcaughtout ina lie. 2 (especinlly BrE) lf 
a situat~on, bad weather etc. catches sb out, it 
surprises them and puts them into a dimcult 

situation: The m w  o a W  w out eww war (= 
we are not prepared for it). o Mnny inwslors 
werp mught out by lhecolbpseof thecompnny. 
BEUR Catch s b  out  is often used in the passive. 
@ u + Mpmn * a& + v +adv + n (Iess freqwnl) 

,catch 'up (wlth sb/sth) ( B E  also , d c h  sWsth 
'up) 1 to reach sWsth ahead of you by going 
faster than thedi t :  She was walking sofust Ihad 
lo run to mtch up (with her). o T k  police car 
finally caught up with the vanut &junction. 2 to 
reach the same level or standard as sblsth else 
that was better or more advanced: We lo 
culch up wilh our cump?tilors in Europe. o You'll 
have to wrk hard to mtch up with the mt qf the 
cksss. o When I wem back to school I found i had 
a lot of catchlrlg up to do. 
+v+adv + v+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n(ram) 

,catch 'up(wRh nth) 1 to spendextra timedoing 
all the work, tasks, etc. that you shouldhave done 
earlier I m  so behind with my *work, It5 
goingblak@maweektomrchup 2tofindout 
about things that have happened. &me and stay 
for ofew days, so that we h u e  a cham to catch 
up. .ol want to catch up with all your mm. o 
We'uegol a lot of catching up to do&ralI this 
lime. t seealso CATCH UP O N  STH 
Qv+adv 

,catch rb 'up (on sth) [AmEj to tell sb about 
things that have happened: You m mlch me up 
on thenew?. hter 
Q v + nlpron + adv 

,catch a m  'up (BrEj 4 = CATCH UP (WITH 
SBISTH) 1 Yo16 go a M .  I'll mtch you u p  o She 
caught the Imder up and then ouwlmk her 2 = 
CATCH UP (WITH SE~STH) 2 Thk MmP(lW dS th# 
mosl likely 60 catch up the m r k m  hmk o She's 
mining hard lo catch her sister up. 

betget ,,caught 'up In sth 1 tobecome involved 
in an unpleasant event or situation that you mn- 
not escapefrorn: Anumberof tourislsgotmught 
up in the riots. o c h i l d m  caught up in crfme o 
Sorry Im Iaie - I got caught up in a i r t ! ! j a m .  

rlolence, war, w n h ,  traffic 2 to tw com- 
pletely absorbed in an activity. your own feel- 
ings, etc: Shegot caught up in the excitement and 
d r u m  of the auction. o Ididn'l hearyou come in; 
I was so mughf up in this book+ fS3 exclternent, 
book 
Q belget+v*adv+prep 

F,catc h 'up on sb =CATCH UP wmr SB 2 Old age & 
catchfng up on me. 

,catch 'up on sth 9 tospend e m  time doing all 
the work, tasks, etc. that you should have done 
earlier: I've got a .bt of work 60 catch up Oh o I 
spent rhe weekend mlching up on lost sleep. EZZl 

work, sleep 2 to 6nd out about things that have 
happened: i t  was gmi to s@@ Przrsy a d  catch up 
onallthegosip. 

see 0 . b  CATCH U P  (WITH STH) 
+ v + a d v + p p  

,catch 'up with sb I if the police or people in 
authority catch up with sb, they Rnally Rnd out 
that they havc done sth wrong and punish them: 
T W  were inuolwd in burglary for wars Wore 
thepolicem&qht up wilh them. 2 (alsocatch up 
om sb lessfrequeni) if sth you have done or sth 
that has been happening to youcatches up with 
you, itstarts tocause you problems that you have 
so hr managed to avoid: Hispast wfinally catch- 
ing up wilh hrm. o The lute nighls were begim 
nlng to mtch up with h.?~ 3 (irIforma0 to meet sb 
you have not seen for a while and hear their 
news: Hejust wants lo rest and aatch up with aid 
friends. o Catch up with you later! o We'uegot a 
lot of cutching up to do after a l l  lhbr; trme!FEl 
friends 
Qv+adv+pmp 

eater / k e ~ r ) /  

'cater for sblsth to pmvide everything that sb, a 
group of people or a situation needs or wants: 
The careers service &rs(or the needs of young 
pmpople ond dulls .  o The resort also m m  for 
W I  ntersporbs. 
E E  needs, children, Intere8tn 
IEjl Cater for sWsth can bused inthepassive: 
All aRegroups are wellmteredfor 
b, v + prep 

'eater to s h t h  (d&ppming) to provide sth 
that satnsties what a particular type ol  person 
wants: EndfPssmedia wwmge ca- w thepub- 
Itc's inlesest in thescandal. 

Cater to sblsth can be used in the passive: 
Tlr~ireuery ?wed wasmtered to. 
e V + P ~ P  

cave J ~ W  
,cave 'In I (om sb/sth) if aroof. wall, etc, caws in, 

it falls down and inwards: The roof of the tunnel 
c a d  in on the urorkrrren EEiZi root, wall 2 (to 
sth) to finally do what sb wants you to do afIer 
you have resis t4 for a long time: The m g e -  
m n t  ref& to caw in to ihetr demands. o Under 
hisf i re  questtoning she cauerl in and told him 
the truth. EEi demands, pressurn 
Qv+adv 
b ' w d n  n 1 the fact of a roof+ wall, etc. falling 
down and inwards: For thepop& fnslde the tun- 
nel there luas a serious rtsk o f w i n g  or a caw 
in. 2 an instance of agreeing under pressurn to 
dosth you donot want todo 



'centre around s k t h ;  'centre sth around 
sblsth IBrEnlso 'mntre mund sblsth, 'centre 
8th round sblsth) to be, or make sblsth, the most 
important person or  thing around which most 
actlvity takes plaw: The debate centres around 
the guestion of p o w t  o The case centred around 
the muple's adogled children. o Her life m a  
cenhd entirely around her family. o The night- 
l fe  of the totun LS largely centred wound the 
hob?.%. 

C m h  sth aroundhnand ~ W 6 t h  is often 
used in the passive. 
g v+prep dv* v+nlpmn+prep 

'centre on 5hth; 'centre sth on sblsth 
Ioko 'cenblB upon sWath, 'centre 8th upon 
nblsth moreforma0 to give a lot of attention or  
thought to one particular activitSf, idea or per- 
son, etc: The discussions centred on the Aosmge 
tssue oPuMic interest centred largely on rhe 
teurn'sshrs. o Thegmup hasmnlrwl itsatlention 
on the need for reform. o His research is  centred 
on theefectsof unenrpbyment. 
EBEi Centre ath onEupon sW& Isoffenused in  
the passive. 
Qv+prep + v+nlpmn+pmp 

chain Itsern/ 

,chaln sbrsth 'up (to (ta) to fasten sWsth to sth 
else with chains to stop them escaping or being 
stolen: I'd churn your bi& up ((to ihefenoe) just in  
wse. o The prisoners wexe cha lnd  up in a dark 
cell. 
E U U  Chain ~blBth~tosth)can&obeusedwith 
thls meaning. 
Qv+nlpron+adv dv* v+a&+n 

chalk 1t1a:kl 

,chalk 'up 5th; ,chalk IMhem 'up (informal) 
to achieve a success, a victory a score in a game, 
etc, The team hns chalked up itsfif?h toin in a mu 
o This w k k  Brotherschoiked up ~ W y w r s  @f 
business in thrs town. 

suceers, vlctory, wln 
A noun must always hUow up, but a pro- 

noun comes between the verb and up. 
@ v+adv+n r v+pron+adv 

,chalksth 'uptosth(i@rnntominkthatsth 
happens as a result of 8th else: We mn chalk our 
m n t  uicfories up lo a btof luck. o When thegml 
was dlsalbtved they chalkad tf up to a bad w- 
eree deciswm 
~~t t r lbuter th toSt t i~orma~,pu ls th  
down ?o sth 
Q Y + rdpron + adv+ prep 

chalk It up to sx'pwlmca (spoken, mp?- 
craily AmE) used to say that you can learn from 
sth bad that has happened to you 

chance I ~ ~ P S ;  AM t s r n ~ i  

'chance onlulpon s M h  (formcll) to meet sb or 
find sth when you do not expect to: I chwrced on 
a n  old school friend m town. o He EhnrPcad upon a 
uolurneof Japanezmtry in a bookshop. 
Q v+prep 

change / t~ema/  

,change sblsth a'mund (mpdal ly  AI@J = 
CHANCK SHISTH ROUND 

,change 'back 1 (Into sth) to take off your 
clothes and put on what you were wearing earl- 
i e r  I'll lust change brrck inlo my tracksuit. 2 
(i-o ~Wsth) to return ta an earlier state or  
form: When you double dlc& on SELEC?: the 
screen changes back lo the main design screen. o 
Slowly !he angry animal changed back into its 
normaImlm seg 
&v+adv 

,change sth 'back ( Intoh nth) to exchange an 
amount of money into the system of money 
(currency) that it was in before: Crrn f chanw 
lhesedolkzrs kR: into sterling? 
Q v + nlpmn + adv * v + a&+ n (lessfreqwnt) 

,change 'down (1- ~ t h )  (BrFI to move the 
stick that controls the speed in  a vehicle into a 
m i t i o n  suitable for slower speeds (a lower 
gear): Chrrnge down inm sewnd as you approach 
thecorer  
IEB chmnge up (Intolto sth) 
Qv+& 

,change 'Into sth to put on difTerent clothes: We 
quickly changwl inlo our swinassits. 01 didn't 
brrng anything to change Into. 
Ov+prev 

,change 'Into sth; ,chanw sbmth 'Into sth 
to change, or  to make sblsthchange, intosthdif- 
ferent: Themf le  hns chon@ into o hotel, o The 
handsomeprince waschanged into afmg. 
IE3 turn lnto ath, turn ablsth lnto sth + v prep . v + nlpron + prep 

,change 'out of sth to take off the clothes you are 
wearing and put on difTerent ones: 1 must clrnnge 
aul of thew wef clothes b@ore I get a chi![, o She 
c h n ~ o u t q f ~ r s u i t m m n a s s h e ~ ~ l ~ h o m .  
@ v + a&+ prep 

,change 'over I (from nth) (to ah) to  stop using 
one system or  thing and start using another: 
The magazine changed o m r j h m  pink paper SO 
white zn 1917. o Wp're changing ouer to a new 
mmpulerwstem DZD =witch wer(fmm ath) (to 
sth)Z(to sth)[BrE) tochange fmm watchingone 
te lw~sion channel to watching another I 
chnrmdow toBRC1 tu~l~e the~%tbaII. o Can ure 
chanm owr?,av*, switch over (fmm sth) (to 
sth).turn m r  (tosth) 
@v+adv 

b 'ehangearPr n a change from one system or  
M n g  to another The changeowr lo the new qs- 
tern wilf take place gmdunlly. o a c h a g e w e r  
p a r a  

,change 'avertround (Brm if two m l e  
change .elround, they mwe to where the 
other p m o n  wasbefore ordo what the otherper- 
son was dolng: a n  you and Phil change round? 
You're m tali lo stand in the front mtu 4 UWn 
youget tiredof d r i u r n g w m n c h n w o w r  
5 swap amund/ow#rlmwd (informal, espp 
cinlIy BrE) 
.(3v+adv 

,change s M h  'rountl (mp~cklly  Bra (AmE 
wwlly ,change SUM a'round) tomove objects, 
such as furniture, or  w p l e  into different pas- 
itions: Who'schunged t h e m  o m u n d o  You're 
always changing ihts r w m  round! I= making it 
look different by moving the furniture, etc.) o 
The Yankees keep changing theirpInyt '~~r0und. 
EBl rwm,  furniture swap sbhth amundl 
overlround ( e s ~ i a l l y  HrE) 
g v + dpmn + adv dv* v +am + n I ~ ~ ~ t ~  

,change 'up ( l n W  ath) (BrE) to  mow the stick 
that contmls the speed in a vehicle into a pos- 
ition suitable for faster speeds (a higher gem): 
Change up into fourth gear now 
EE9 change down (Jntohn sth) 
e v + a d v  

charge I U Q : ~ ~ ; A ~ E U C C ~ ~ S I  
'charge sb wlth ah; 'charge sb wlth dalng 

sth (formd) to  give sb a duty, responsibility or  
task: A solicilor wmchafged wIfh admlnlstering 
the eslnie. 

Th- phrasal verbs are often used in the 
passlve. 
O~+nlpTOn+prep 

charm / tJam;ArnEt$am/ 

,charm sth ' od  of sb if you charm money or 
hnformation out of sb, you ob ta~n  it by using 
your power to please or attract people: She man- 
aged lo chnrm M o u t  of him. 
@v+nlprm+adv+pmp 

chase /t~ers/ 

,chase a'mund W E a h  ,cham a ' W m u n d )  
to be very bus~l  rushing from one place to 
another: I 've  been chnsing omund all morning 
trying rofind agiftfir mysktm 
Qv+adv 

,chase sblsth a'wayfoPTrout to f m  sb~sth to 
run away by running after them or threatening 
them: He chrrsed the atlackem away by firfW 
shots Inlo the ail: 
6 v*n/prnn+adv + v*adv+n 

,chaw SM ' d m  (AmE, i q f m n  to try 
hard to get sth or find ~ W s t h  that you need or 
want: I'w been mIn~ tochase Sum down allday! 
B snek s b / M  out (moreformafi, track sblnrll 
down 
@v+nlpron+& dv* v*edv+n 

,Chase M h  'off = CHASE SB/STH AWAYIOFF! 
OllT, ETC. 

,chase S- 'out = CHASE SBhTH AWAYIOFPI 

OUT, ETC. 

,chase 'round (BE) =CHASE AROUND 

,chase sblsth 'up (Infbml)  1 to contact sb and 
remind them to do sth they have said they would 
do or  that they ought to do: I'll Ehnee him and 
findout whnl 'sgoing on. o It ishis job to chase up 
clients with ouistandingdebls. a Cbuldyau chase 
up those lute replws (= remind people to r ep ly l2  
to try to find sblsth that you n d ;  to try to get 
more information about sWsth: We'rechasing up 
two olherpmpie who weea t  Iheprm o I'IIchase 
u p l p m e s t o  thebnttk In th~libmry. 
&v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

chat It$&/ (a-) 
,chat sb 'up ( k $ f m f l  1 (BW to hlk in a 

fr~endly way to sb because you are SexuaLlY 
a t t r ac td  to them: Whu was lhnt girl you were 
chaltrngup last night12 (especially Am& to talk 
to sb in  a friendly way because you want them to 
do sth for you or  to give you slh: You'll h u e  to 
chat the boss up Rgou m n t  mmednys ofl 
@v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
b 'chat-up n ( B E ,  ir#ormaO anattempt to talk in 
a fiiendly way to sb you are sexuallyattracted to: 
He was trying someold chat-up l i m  

cheat /tri*/ 

'cheat sb of sth ( a h  ,&at .b 'out 8f sth) to 
prevent sb Prom having sth, m i a l l y  in an 
unfair or dishonest way: He had chwted ed @x- 
man of f60 Wll. o He rwrscheatedautof hisright- 
ful mherrlance. 
~ v + n / p m n + p r e p  r v+n@mn+adv+pFBp 

'cheal on sb to be unfaithful to your huband, 
wife or partner by secretly having sex with sb 
else: He uros the last io know ihul she had been 
cheatinRon him 
W wlC, partner, %tc. 
O v + p m v  

' c h e l  on to fail to do sth you have agreed or 
promised to de: The government hovechwted on 
lhelr cvmnmitmrmt not io mist laxes. 
EE3 agreement, cornmitnmnt 
e v + prep 

,Cheat sb '0d of dl =CHEAT SB OF 6TH 



,Check 'In 1 (at sth) to go to an oficial desk at a 
hotel, an airport, etc. and tell sb that you have 
arrlved:Afterchecktng in, we went out fora meal. 
o Y o u m r s s t c M i n a t d e s k 2 5 m l n o w ~ o ~ ~ k e -  
OR -B SS? U!SO CHECK INTO STH 1 2 (With ~ b )  ( ~ p e -  
c i a l I y A m ~  to contact sbto let them know where 
you are or what you are doing: I h w  locheck m 
wish my boss euery three hours. report In 
(to eblsrb) 
Q v*adv 
F 'check-En nl lCTj the act of telllnganofticiatat 
an alrport that you have arrived, showing them 
your ticket, etc: the --in desk 2 [C] [U] the 
place at an airport where you go to say you have 
arrived, show your ticket, etc: There were long 
qmmat the check-fn. 

,check sb 'In to take sb's name when they arrive 
at a hotel or an a m r t ,  look at their ticket, etc: 
Write ail the names of the gwsfs in thls Book as 
they are checked in o All the pzwngem have 
been c k k d  in. 
EE guests, pnsmngen 
&v*nlprnn+adv + v+adv+n 

, c h e c k  8 th  'in to leave or accept taw, cases, etc. 
to be put on a plane or a train: When wearrfuedat 
theairpon vxch-wkdour $ags in strtaighta~vc~l 
BE luggage, baga 

v+nlpron +adw * v+a&+n 
,check 'into sth .1 to arrive at a hotel, private 

hospital, etc. to begln your stay there: I arrived 
in Boslon and &M inta my hotel, oSRa's 
checked rnlo a private clinicfor drug rehablIitu- 
twn. Ei hotel, motel, cllnlc IEW b00k Into 8th 

Check O M  Of Bth + M ? D h  CHECK IN 1 2 to 
try tofindoutmorea'bout s thordiwver thetme 
facts about 5th: The police are checking mto the 
museof t h e m h .  E W  look Into sth 
ev+prsp  

,che&k stn ' o f f4  to puta  mark beside items on a 
list to show that they are oorrect, present or have 
been dealt with: I'vecheckd ofl all fhe furn i tm 
on the lasf. o He checked everyone5 name ofl as 
f h g  arrrued tlck atk off 2 (#pecialiy 
AmE) to put a mark In a box on a document to 
gtw an answer to a question, choose sblsth, etc: 
Some uorers wrote in names iwEead of checking 
of f  the candidrrtes ImW. W Check sth 1s usu- 
alIg used with this meaning. 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

"heck on sb/s th 1 to makesure that sb is safe, 
happ~! etc. or that sth is progressing as it should 
be. I'll jwt check on dinlaar o The doctor visited 
every day lo checK on myprogms+ EZE p r e p a s ,  
children, patlent 2 to find out if 5th is G-ue or 
correct, especially sth that sb has said about 
themselves: Do you always &k on future 
e m p w s P  o Willyou check on his address?+ see 
ako CHECK UP 

Check on sbhth can be u& in the pas- 
sive: The children were put to bed and then not 
checked on again. 4 Check sth can also be wxl 
with thesemeanings. * v +  prep 

,Check 'od  (esmial[y A m  if fa&+ etc, check 
out, they can be s h m  to be correct or true: His 
srory~Pch@ckolrr .  WEl stwy, reference 
d)v+adv 

,check 'out; ,check 'out d s t h  I mn ttlfor- 
maL becoming o.Mfashioned) to leave a place or 
finish an activity: Theclimb w m  tm d m u l t  so I 
checked out early. o He can't just check out an us 
hke that! o M's Caeck out of here. 2 to leave a 
hotel, a hosp~tal, etc. where you have been stay- 
ing: Shechpckedoul thismorning. o Hek ided  lo 
check out of tkhospilal andgo home. W hotel, 
motel, hospltal EZB chock In; check Into sth 
+w+adv r v+adv+pwp 
b 'checkout n (Am [u the act or time of Im- 
inga hotelat theend of your stay: Checkout is10 
a.m. o checkout trme 
+ S B ~ U ~ C H E C K O I ! T  at CHECK OUT, CHECK SB OUT 

, c h e c k  'out: ,check Sb 'out (AmE) if you 
check out ina shoplstore,orsbche~ksyouout, 
you find out haw much you have to pay and give 
sb the money: You mn ch.?ck out raft caisk eight. o 
The girl who checked me out Iwked nF me 
~ f m n g e l ~  + v+adv r v+nlpron+adu 
b 'checkout n the place where you pay for the 
w d s  you are buying in a s u m a r k e t :  There 
were huge queues at the checkout. o a supermar- 
ket checkout 
+ $& U ~ F O  CHBCKOUT at CHECK OUT, CHECK OUT 
OF STH 

, c h e c k  stusth 'out I ( ~ l I y A r n E j t o R n d o u t  
if sth is true or correct or if sb is hones t , tn tW,  
reliable, etc' Checkhimout hyiomyougiuehim the 
job. o Palm? haue check& out his sloq o We wed 
lo check out whather the comwny b wlinbie. EEi 
=tory, clalm, company 2 (tnjurmnl, ~ w l a l l y  
A m m  to look at sblsth because theylitseem inter- 
esting or attractive: Check out our new fwhwn 
mn&o It's wrth checkingouf that ~ I I I  mmur- 
ant. o W o u i  fhntgorgmusguyowrthre! 
@v*adv+n 4 v+nlpmn+adu 

,check sth ' od  (AmE) to borrow sth such as a 
h k  or a video from a library: I checkedout t h m  
booksfrom the library. 
rn book, vlden 
Qv+n/pmsr+a& v+adv+n 

,check sbMth 'wer to examine a person or an 
animal to make sure that they are healthy; to 
examine a machine, etc. to make sure it is work- 
ing cormtly: Thedocfor w u l d  like lo c M y o u  
over o Igo t  the carcheckedowr kjiore the trip. 

look sbfsth m r ;  ekamine sblrth (more 
f o r m 0  
+v+ntpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,cheek sth 'war ( o h  ,check mrwgh 8th) to 
examine sthwritten orprinted carefully to make 
sure that it is correct: I'w got to check c~ my 
uxlrkJormlling bforeihand it in. o You should 
getsomeonetochmk thetellerowrfiryou 
+v+adv+n a v+pmn+& r v+n+adv(hf ;e -  

g w n t )  v + prep 
, c h e c k  'through sth (also ,cheek It, them, etc. 

'through l e s sJmp~nt )  = CHECK STM OV'R Check 
ihrough your nomotes car&lIy o Them were23fih 
lo look at, and Trm sfreni hnv his day c h k i n g  
t h m q h  them ail 
- A  noun must always follow through. A 
pro~\oun canrnme between the verb and through 
or afterthroagh. + v + prep v * pmn + a d v I k s j k q m 0  

,cheek 'up(especiallyBr.Ql (on sb)tamakesure 
that sb is doing what they should be doin& or 
that what they have said about themselves is 
true: They crloays check up on prospective 
employw, o I won't h u e  you checking up on me 
like that! o l'd better check up to see the Irk3 am 
OK. 2 (on sth) to find out if sth is true or correct; 
to And out what is happening: I lhink thebrrrin's 
attenoVLxk, but I'iighone thestatiun locheck !p. 
o I went to the library tocheck upon afew things. 

Check and check sth can a l m b  used with 
these meanings. 
+&?r?trhCHECK ON SBlSTH 
@ v + &  
b 'cheekup n an examination by your d W r  to 
see how healthy you are: 0 gofor a check-up o a 
routzne chmk-~rp 

cheerrtMr);~rnEffrrl 
,cheer sb 'on to encourage sb, especially sb in a 

race or wmpetition, by shouting: The mud 
cheered the m n e n o n .  
+v+ntpmn+adv * v*adv+n 

,cheer 'up;  ,cheen*b&ourseW 'up to become, 
orto makesblyourself, happierormmcbexful: 
She seem lo haw cheered up sw Saturday. o 
C h w  up! o Nothing muld cheer him up. o She 
bought somechwlafes to c M  hemelf up. 
BE!) brighten up: llven up. llrsn sWdh up 
e v + s d u  + v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,cheer sth ' u p  to makea room,etc brighter and 
more cheerfbl: F l o m a l m y s ~ u p  a room. 
EEi r w m  IEE) brfghten 8th up; Kvnn sth up + v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

c h e w l t m ~  

'chew on sthl  (u(aLw'chswatrth)tobitesthmn- 
tinuously, especially because you are nervous or 
to test your t&h' He chewed on his h t tom lip as 
he wnsidered thequestion. 2 (it(lbrma0 = CHEW 
STH OVER Why don't wedreu on rtfora ruhila? 
e v + prep 

I &lp away at .......................................................... .*...... .......-. ,, ....... , ..... ,,, ...... ,,... 

,chew sb 'od  (AnaE, W?rmal) to teSlsb angrily 
that they have done sth wronc Hegot c ~ o u t  
by hi7 teach? for kink' hk. 

te l l  sb oW (for sthlfor doing sth): mprC 
mand sb ( f o r m l )  
@v+nlpmn+adv v+arhr*n 

,chew 8th 'aver (also 'ckew on ath) (both i M r -  
ma0 to think a b u t  or discuss sth carefully and 
in deta~l: He spent the weekend chewing o m  the 
prohlem 
EEJ pmbkm, Idea 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpron*adv 

, c h e w  sth 'up 1 to bite sth until i t  is completely 
soft or destroyed: The baby chew the cookfe up 
and swallowed it. 2 (inflrmal) if a machine 
chews sth up, it damap  or destroys it: 7'h ws- 
setfephyer'schewed the tape up agoin. 
+v+nlptwr+a#v + v+adv+n 

chicken r-I 
,chicken 'out; ,chicken 'out of s t h ;  

,chicken 'out of doing sth (iqformall to 
decide not to do 6th becausc you are afraid: B I 
dnn'tfghthlm, everyone wrllmy thut I c h k w  
out. o She~hickenedoubof i e l l i ~  him the truth. 
,sr*, bonk out, -1s out oli sth, bottle out d 
doing sth 
+v+adv v+adv+prep 

chill /t$rll 

,chill 'out {Informal) to relax completely and not 
get uwet or excited about anything: Chill UUL! 
We'll get #me on llme! o I spnt most of th@ 
weekendck!Iling oul at myfriend's house. 
Qv+adv 
b ncha~+utad j  [only before noun] that helm you 
torelaxor makes you feel relaxed: chill-aut music 
o a chrll-out room (= a place a t  a club, etc. where 
you can relax when you do not want to dance) 

chime 1tm11 

,chime 'in (with 8th) tojoin inaconver- 
sationsuddenlyor Interrupt sb: Xbmlulely!'shP 
chrmsd in eagerly o He kept Ehimirng in with his 
own opin,inions. 
+v+adu + v+adv+speech 

,chlmrt 'In wlth stk'chime wlth a t h V o m 0  
to agree with sth; to be similar to sth: Hispolicies 
chtmdin wlth lhenathnalmoodat fhefime. 
EZ3 Rt In wlth sth 

These phrasal verb are usually used in 
writtenEnglish. 
+v+a&+prep 4 v+prep 

,chip aWay at sth (uwd especfatly in the p 
gnssivs lem) to make sth smaller or weaker by 



chlp away 4.9 
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''Is. Vigumt've) 'Iae gowmw xem 
be 'chop at 8th; ,chop a'way at sth toaim blows chippingawoy a1 peo~le8rkhls  

Av+ar tu+nrpn  at sth with a sharp heavy tml: Thw chonaed at . --. * -" - .. 
the undergmwth with their mhetes .  

,chip sth a M ~ r o f f ;  ,chip dh   of^ sth to + . v+adv+ prep 
remove sth by continuously breaking off small ,chop rrth 

to make as a tree plews:Sheba Rnmrtochipowu~tksEona' down by 
it at the base with a sharp tool: o JchipWthe mt off the hm wzth u kn&. 

v+a&c+n 4 v+n/pm+adv . v+n/omn+- Th"'mchoppiwdown thommof every . . 
,chip 'in (with sthl ( inform0 1 to join in or inter- 

rupt a conversation; to add 5th to a conwrsation: 
Feelfree to chip in if I'veJowom lo mentionnny- 
thvrg, o She chipped in with some internzing 
remurk 2 ( a h  .ehlp 'In sth) to givesome money 
so that a group of people can buy sth together: 
Has emyone chippd in for the p m n t  o The 
mmmny har chipped in with a 8PW donution. o 
k t ' s  all chip fnfive dollars. club together 
(to do sth) 
@v+adv2ahv+adv+n  

,chlpSth 'ow,chlp ~ t h  'off 8th =CHIP 8TH AWAYI 
OFF, CHIP STH OFF STH 

,chip 'OR ,chip 'off sth If paint or a surface 
chips off, it comes off in small pi-: The var- 
nish Is ehippimg off o Most of the paint had 
chippedoff thegate. 
Qv+adv + v+prep 

,chivvy sb a'long W E ,  idorma0 to try tomake 
sb move faster or do sth more quickly: T h  
teacherch~vviesthe chiMren ofong. 
)9YH1 hurry sbisth along 
@ v+nlpron+adv v+a&+n 

ymr: 
~ ~ ~ c u t s t h d m  
+v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,chop 8th '&,,chop 9th 'off sth to remove 6th 
by cutting it with a sharp heavy taok The king 
had his head choppedm o She choppeda bmnch 
off the tree. 
m cutathoff.eutsththoWsth 
&v+nlpm+adv + v+adv+n + v+n/pron+prep 

,Chop sth 'Up to cut sth into small pieces with a 
knife or a sharp tool: Shall m chop t h e  Iogs up 
forprewwd? o I shall ham to chop her* up 
w v  smallfor hex o Chop up the onion into smil 
Pieces. 
m E U t m u p  
+ ,W a h  HACK STH UP 

Qv+n/pmn+adv + v+sdv+n 

c h o ~ / t s a ~ t  

,Chow 'down (en ah) (AmE, in&mal) to eat a lot 
of fwd: We chocued dourn- on fried chkken and 
sa Iad. 
& v + a &  

c h r r c k ~ t ~ k l  
m C h u c k  is an i n fo rd  way oP saying 
throw. 

choke ItIauk: ~ m ~ t j o u k l  ,chuck sth a'way ( B ~ E ,  informal) 1 to not make 

,choke 9th 'back to try to stop yo-If from 
showlng a strong emotion, or saying sth that 
m~ght upset sb: Hechoked hckhis tears. o Apw 
mt rose to her l rs ,  but shechoked l t  k k  
@EJ team, sob(@ 

Choke sth back is not used in the passive. 
+ v + a d u + n  4 v+nipron+adv 

,choke 8th 'off 1 to p m n t  or stop 6th: High 

good use of sth; to waste sth: She'schdlng all 
APT I?WW away on presents f ir  him, o It's too 
good an opporturnity lo chuck away 2 (ah 
,chuck 5th but) to thmw sth away because you 
no longer want orneed it: We chuck&the ool$sofi 
a m y .  o DonY'chuck yesterday 'smw out. I still 
haven't abw the crosst~~rd,  
BYE) throw nth away 

W*nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
interest mles haw chokd off investmnt. EBl 'chuck it d m  -, 
demand, inrestrnent 2 to atop Or interrupt sth: d,, #h l e ~ ~ f ~ l r e n t )  (BrE, i a f o m b )  to rain H'swrdswere chowofi bythesuddenmms. very heavily: It waschucking itdourn outside. 
Qv+adw+n 4 v+n/pmn+a& )gypl pour dorm (BrE) 

,choke 'up; ,choke sb 'up to become, or to m C h u c k  it down and chuck down are 
make sb, so upset that youlthey are unable to always used withthe subject it. 
6 p e ~ T h a t s o n g ~ f l y c h o k e s m e ~ ~ o H e ~ ~  O v * i t + a & + v + a d v ~ v + a d v + n  
c ~ o k e d ~ ~ f m t ~ ~ ~ t h e d 4 v s h e ~ -  ,chuck sth 'In (BrE, infomid) to include sth 

Choke sb UP is usually used in the pass* mtr, with what are selling offering with. 
w ~ t h  be or get. out xncreasing the price. 4 you buy thefreezer 
@v+adv + v+nipmn+adv and thefrr&e we'll chuck in a W e r :  

,chuck sth 'iN'up (&EE injBrmn0 to decide to 
stop doing sth such as a fob or a course of study: 
Whut nudeyou dec& to chuck in your murse? o I 

feel like chucking it all in ~ n d  going h c k  lo 
Afrim 
EGl job, CW- E D  Jack sfk In (M, m k  
sth In (BrE), glw 8th up 
lmm Chuck sth idup cannot be used in the 
passive 
Q v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

,chuck sb 'out, ,chuck sb 'out of sh Iimfor- 
ma0 to force sb to leave a place, a job, etc: HW 
paren& chuckdher our lohen shegotprr!gnQ?It. 

thmw sb out, t h m  mb out of sth; turn sb 
out (from sth),hrm sb out of sth 
&v+nfpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n + 

v+ dpmn + adv* prep 
,chuck sth 'out (spoken, informal) 1 to r e j d  a 

plan, a proposal, etc: The committee chucked my 
pmpoSUl0~t 2 =CHUCK STH AWAY 2 
E X )  throw ath out 
Q u+rdpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,chuck sth 'up ( B r m  =CHUCK STH INMP 

,chug a'long (inform0 to make steady but slow 
progress: 'Hi! How are things?' "Oh, fine. jusl 
chufigimgaiong.' 
+v+adv 

churn /tJ3m:ArnEtJm/ 

,churn nth 'out (l#&rmarl) topmducesthquickly 
in large amounts: She c h u m  out t m h y  m n -  
tic novels, o Thgr churn out 3 MA7 identitot lay 
lmim every dw. 
Qv+adv+n 4 v+dpmn+adv 

$hum sb 'up (informal) to make sb feel rery 
upset, worried, filghtened or angry: When I 
droveaway fmm the houwfor the h t  tim. I was 
churned up inside. 
~v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,chum sth 'up tomwesth such asmudor water 
around and damage or disturb the surface: &m 
and motorbikes had churned up thefield. 4 sws 
churned up by the a r m  o @gumilve) His visit 
churned up bitfar memorib. 
@GI earthlgrwnd, mud, water 
@v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adu 

claim ~ k l m l  

,=balm sth "ckto askkrs th  to be returned to 
you  Chimyour mwaws backfrom thecompnny. 
E d  tax, money 
@ v+nlpmn+& dv. v*adv+n 

dean o d  ,.......,,, ~ ................... ~ 

,clam 'up (on sb) ( i M o r ~ l )  to refuse to speak 
about sth because you are afraid, or want to keep 
it secret: He always chm up when uw ask o h u t  
his family 
+v+adv 

clamp /kl-pl 
,clamp 'down; ,clamp 'down on sbMh 

(informal) to become strict about sth inorder to 
prevent sth happening, especially a crime, a pm 
test, etc: The g o w r m n t  Intends lo clamp down 
on drug sm ugRIing. 
EE) crack down, crack down on 8blstf1 
6 v+adv + v+adv+prep 
F 'c lampdm (on sb1sth)n sudden action that is 
taken by a government or otherauthorityto stop 
acrlme, apmtest, etc. 

',clamp 'on sth; ,clamp sth 'om &bMh (e 
crnlfy AmEj to force sb to a w p t  sth unpleasant: 
Tl~e army clumped on a curfew qfter the riots. 0 
The army clamped a cu~$ew on the m ~ m c a m m  
ev+aciv+n 4 v+pmn+adv(mre) + 

v + dpmn + prep 

claw /kla:/ 

'claw al s h t h  to try tocatch 6Wsth or scratch or 
tear sWsth with sharp, curved nails (claws) or 
with your fingernails: Themt wrrscIewin~attRa 
dwr: o She tried lo claw at h i s w .  
QV+PMP 

,claw sth 'back (especInlIy BE) 1 to work hard 
to get sth back that you have lost: T!tey'rehying 
lo cia w back their shnre of the market. 2 il a gov- 
ernment claws back money it has mid to 
pwpIe, it gets it back, usually by taxing them: 
Thegowrnment arechwing bock age a l l o w n m  
in tnx. 
Qv+adu+n 4 v+nlpmn*adv 
b 'dawbaek n ( B E ,  busirtpss) the act of a gow- 
ernment getting back In tax the money it has 
paid to people; the money that i s  paid back 

clean /Him/ 

,clean dh  'down (Brm to clean sth thoroughly 
by wiping or brushing it: Clwn down all !he 
wolLp Woremminting them 
Q v +adv * n + v + nlpron + adv 

,clean sth '&+,clean sth 'off sth to remove 
sth from the surfaceof sth by brushing, wlphg, 
etc: She muZdn't lw betherd to clmn her make-up 
ofl o Howmn l c h n  red wine off the carpet? 
ev+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n + v+dpron+prep 

,clean a h t h  'od, ,clean sbbth 'out of sth 
(rnforman to use up or take all sb's money: to 
take or buy the whole supply of sth that sb has: 
Buyhg drrnks for ewqwne cleaned me out o Ir's 
b m  a great yeur for s o h .  We're completely 
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clsaned out (= we've soTd all our supply). o Tfte ,clear sb a'way to make sb leave aplace: 
smIl w a s c M o u t  cf newspapers by 8. #a.m. o Tkpolimclwmdthe demonstmlors a m .  
Burgh3 had c h n e d  theplace out (= had stolen @ v + nlpmn + adv + v+ adv+ n 
everythhg). 
Qv*nlpmn+adv + v+nlprcn+arhr+prsp 

,clear 'off ( iMorml,  m l l y  BrE) to go or run  
away: You'w mo right to be here. C h r  off!a ~e 

,clean sth 'out to clean the inside of sth thor- clewed off  pr soon as he hwrd the pol& mr o I 
oughly Weclean the stabIesourewry@ asked ifIwrrIdphy with them, but they toldmto 
~ v + n l p r o n + a d v  4 v+adv+n rlwrrnff hnmm - . - -. -,, . -. . - , 
b 'clean& n IusualIy 8ing.J (especially Bra an Q v+ adv 
occasion when you clean a room, house, cup 
bard,  etc, thoroughly; the activliy of cleaning a 
room. house, cupboard, etc, thoroughly 

,olegn 'up ( in f i rm0 to be verysuocessful; to  win 
a lot of money or prizes: The mouie clearned up ~r 
.th hewards cemmny. 
e v + a d v  

,clean 'up: ,clean yourself 'up to wash your- 
self or  make yourself clean: I'II just clean .up 
before dinner: o They ccleaned themIves up and 
put on their k t  clothes. olt's time yon got 
ckaned up and readyfor theevening 
+v*adv r v+pmn+adu 

,clean 'up; ,Clean sth 'up to  remove dirt, etc. 
from a place and make it clean: J'w got to c h n  
up Worn my parents gel home. o Who's going ta 
clean the place up after you? o HOW often is the 
trash and Uiterclwntd up? 
E E i  mess, house, environment 
Q v+ adv 4 v + adv+ n 4 v + nlpron + adv 
b 'elearwp n [usually sb .1  the act of r emovin~  

,clear 'out; ,clear 'OM of 8th (idorman to 
leave a place qulcltfy: Wauld it be k t & r  for you Cf 
I just cimred out and went back KO London? o 1 
told him to c h r  out of the h o w  by Monday. 
,8Yn, get out, get out of sth 
@v+adu v+adv+prep 

,clear sth 'out to make sth empty and clean by 
removlng what you do not want: Iclerrmdouf olb 
thecupbnards, 
ZE3 tidy sth out (BrEj 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 
r 'elear.out n [usually sing.] (i?@rral, e s p  
cia!& BrE) the act of  throwing away all the 
things you no longer want or  n e d  or  of getting 
rid of people you no longer want: a chr-our of 
sm to reduce the wages bi!l 

,clear 'up if the weather cl- up, it b m e s  
br~ghter and rain, etc. moves away: Fora week, it 
mrndallday andchmdupin  theevening. 

brlghten up 
&bv+nriu -" v -- 

dirt,etc. From aplace toclean it 
3 See a138 CLEAN-UP at CLRAN STH UP 

,clear 'up: ,ofmar sth 'up 1 to make 8th clean 
and neat: I'!I he$ you c lwr  up. 0 C h r  up the 

,clean sb 'up to clean sb thoroughly: DadctPoned mess m here Worn you go. mess tldy 
me up after Ifell over in the mud. up, tidy ath up Immialljr BrE) 2 if an illness, 
~ v + n l p r o n + a d v  + v+adv+n infection, etc. clears up or sth clears it ua. it 

,clean sth up to remove criminals, crime or 
lmmoral b e h a v i m  from a place or an organiza- 
tion: The mayor is determined to c h n  up the city 
andnaakeiro WerpIaceto Izw. o Themmp~ny is 
mlng to clean up I ts  rmage. 
E B  city, Image 
@ v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 
IFJJ clean up ywr 'act to stan behavhg In a 
responsible way 
b 'crsamrp n [usually sing.] the act of remwlng 
crime or immoral behaviour fbm a place or an 
organization 
-B ~ e e ~ t h  CLEAN-UP B~CLEAN UP, CLEAN STH UP 

clear ~wr);  AmE &I 
,clear akray; ,clear dh  a'wey ( m l l y ~ r ~ )  

to  remove things that you have been using and 
no longer need ln order to leave a clear space: l'bl 
help you to clear away qf#er ten. o to c h r  m y  
the dishes o CQn you c h y u u r  baoksatuay? 
+v+adv + v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

disappears. The m h  cleared up wry pukkiY. o 
The anbibiolhz shuld clear up the rnfection. 
rash, Infection 
Qv+adv 4 v*nlpmn+abv r v+adv+n 

,clear 5th 'up to sdve a pmbkm; to h d  an 
explanation for sth: to clear w a mystery o tm 
g M  we'uechwdthut rnlstmk-standirqg up. 
ESl eonfualon, r n m ,  problem, mystery 
+v+adv+n 4 v+nlpron+adu 

,climb 'down ( m r  sth) (ilbfoml) to admit that 
you are wrongor have made a mistake: to change 
your position in anargument: Thepmidenr was 
+for& lo climbdom and issue an apolo~y. 
E D  back down ( v n h m  sth); glm In (to N s t h )  
+v+adv 
b 'cllrnbdorm ( o w  ah) n an act of admitting 
that you are wrong or  have lnade a mistake; an 
act of  changng your position in  an argument 

51 close olrt _ ...................... _. ................,,, ~ 
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dfng I k W  (cluna, clung W l )  
'cllng to sth ,cling 'an to a h  to beunwillingto 

stop doing, believing or  thinking abut sth: l o  be 
unw~llingto get ridof sth: Istilicling to the ham 
that he'saliue. o She'scItnlerngon to thewst. 
FZT pest power, tmdltion 
Q v + prep 4 v + adv + prep 

c l 0 e k p T n k : ~ m ~ ~ ~ k : k l  
,clock 'Frv'on: ,clock sb 'Inton (Brm w record 

the time that you arrive at work, especially by 
putting a card into a machine: to do this for sbor 
chwk the t ~ m e  they arrive at work: We arriued 
andclockd onfor the nightshlft. 

punch In,punch sb In(AmE) 
10PP) clock offloul 
Qv+adv 4 v+nlpron+adv 

,clock 'In at rth to Lptst or take a particular 
amount of time: to cost a particular amount of 
money: Thefmtest runner chked  in at 3 minutes 
4 u m n d s  
+v+adv+prep 

,clock 'oftfow, 'clock sb 'offhut (Bm to 
record the tlme that p u  leave work, especially 
by puttingacard intoamachhe; todothislorsb: 
Zhn'IJor~eet to cclack on when you h u e .  
,ar*, punch out, punch sb out ( A m  
)OPP) clwk lnhn, clock sb lnlon 
@v+adv * v+nlpron+adv 

,clock 'On: ,ClOCk sb 'On (BrE) =CLOCK INION, 
CLOCK SB INION 

,crock 'out; ,clOCk Sb 'OM ( B E )  =CLOCK OFPI 
OUT, CLOCK SB OPF/OUT 

,clock sth 'up (iMormal) to wln or achieve a par- 
t ~ c u l m  number or amount: We've clockd up 5W 
milts (= we've travelled 500 miles) W p  o The 
company has clocked up m r d  e r t s  t h i s p r  

mllea.years notch sth up 
& v + adv + n * v + nlpron + adv (rare) 

clog Mas; ArnElda:gl(qg-1 

,clog 'up (with ath). ,clog sth 'up (wfm sth) to 
become, or to make sth, blockd so that nothing 
can move: The pipe hardclog& up (with mud). o 
The roads were clogged up wrlb Smm. 
EEI mads, p l p s  ,svP, block up, block sth q 

Clog and clog ath are used with a slmllar 
meaning. 
&v+adv v+adv+n r v+nlpron+adv 

,close a'round shlsth (BrE a h  ,,eloae 
a'bouVmund sblsth) to surround sblsth, hold- 
Ing themllt tightly: HisfingemcIosedamunrIher 
wrist. o (figurutiue) The darkness of the night 
was ch iwahoul  hlm 
Q V + P W  

,close 'down (BrE) if a radio or  telwision sta- 
tion closes down, it stops braadcasting pro- 
grammes at the end of the day 
+v+adv 
b 'croae4wm n [sing.] the end of broadcasting 
on television and radio until the next day 
-B Qh CLOSE-DOWN at CLOSE DOWN, CLOSE 
STH DOWN 

,close 'down: ,close sih 'down if a shop, 
store, business, etc. claws d m ,  or sbcloaes It 
down, it stops operating as a business, usually 
permanently: Many blrstnmses haw c M  damn 
becawe of the recession. o The gouernment fm 
closed down most of the mines. o The hospital 
closed down Instyear 
IE3 shutdown, shut sth down 
JDPP) open up, open sth up 

Close and close sth are also used with this 
m~aning:  TheJacIory wasclowcf laslwt: 
Q v + a d v  v+abv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 
c 'close-duwn n K l  [sing.] the stoppingof work 
especially permanently, in an office, factory, etc 
3 ~ e e a k 0  CLOSE-DOWN at CLOSE DOWN 

plose 'In 1 (on sblath) to  come nearer to and aur- 
round sWsth in a frrghtening way or in order to 
attack them: The enemy ES chiw in. o Thefog 
was closing in on us. 2 (psplai ly  BrE) when the 
days close in, they gradually become shorter 
The dnyslnights are closrng in now that 
auturnn!foll is hem, o The evenrngs are In 
Jut .  EE) d m  In (BrB 
+v+actw 

,close sth 'off (to swsth) to put sth across the 
entranw to a mad, a room, etc. so that people 
cannot ga in: P o l h  h u e  c M  th? arm off lo 
t m c .  o (l7guratiw) We don't want to c h  M 
any options. 
@v+dpmn+adv * v+a&+n 

*close on abMth (BE) to make the distance 
between you and sWsth eke smaller, for example 
in a race: I m s h w b  closing on the runner 
oflead 0J me. 
Q v + prep 

'close onlover 8th to  surround nth, covering it 
or holding it tightly: His fingers closed over the 
money. 
+ + v + P ~ P  

,close 'out 4Am.57 if a shop/store closes out It 
sells everything very cheaply before it s tow 
operating as a business: The stom rs closing oul 
on Monday with discounts of up lo 75%. 
Qv+adv  
t 'closeout n an occasion when a 
shogstore sells all remaining g d s  very 
cheaply before it stops operating: a c i o ~ u l s f i l e  
EEEll ln British English, thk iscalled a closinfg- 
down sale. 



.close 8th 'out 1 to Drewnt lipht, sound. etc. clue MU:/ 
from entering a place:   eve need a cwtain up there 
lo close out the light. EM IIgM, noise FEB akut 
sblsth out 2 (ArnE, informa0 to bring sth to an 
end. The late closed out the fhm-day debate. 3 
( A m 0  if you close out a bank acwunt, you stop 
keeping money in it: I'd f& to close out my mu- 
ings account. BEl only acwunt m Close sth 
is also used with this meaning. 
Qv+adv*n v+nlpron+adv 

,Clue sb 'tn{on/about sth)(AmE, Injbrml) to give 
sb reliable information about sth: Can you clue 
me in on thefncls of t h e m ?  
@ v+ nlpmn + adu 
b ,clued-'In (onlahut sth) mij having a lot of 
information about sth 
W C l u e d - u p  is used in British EnglIsh with 
this meanlng. 

$1- 'over sth =CLOSE ONIOVER STH C ~ U S ~  I'klns~r)l  
,close 'round sbMh (3r.E) = CWSE AROUND 

snlsm 

,close 'up 1 to clrwe mmpletely: Hiseyehudsw6 
ien and cbcd up. o The cut look a long time io 
close up (= ta heal). DEB Open up 2 to hide your 
thoughts and feelings: She closed up when I men- 
tioned her father apen up 3 if people or 
vebfcles close up, they mow nearer to each 
other: m c  wesheavyandmrswreclosingup 
behindeach other + v+adv 

,close 'up: ,cfose sth ,up to shut and lock a 
bullding completely for a perlad of time: Yougo 
on home, I'IEcloseup (= shut the shop/stare). o He 
closes she shop up nt 5.30, o T T h a y M  the house 
upand rented an amrtmenr in fhecig 
IF0 open up, open 5th up 
Qv+adv + v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,cloud 'ovw 1 if the sky or the weather clouds 
wer, clouds wver the sky and the sun disap 
pears: I t ' s s tus l inglocZdo IjZEllt, the sky 2 
if your face expression, etc. clouds over, you 
start to look sad, worried or angry: His Jm 
cloudadouer when she walked into the rwm. lsvarl 
face. expreaslon, %yes 
+v+adv 

clown l k l a ~  
,clown a'round (BrE also , e l m  a'lmut) to 

behave in a silly way to make other people Iaugh 
mew around {informan 

6 vtadv 

,club to'gether (to do ah) if people club 
together, they each give an amount of money so 
that the total can be used for a micular pur- 
pose: T h y  clubbed logethm fa buy thear tmcher a 
present. 
)SYH) cNp In (wtlth ah) 
+v+adv 

,cluster a'round abMth (BrE a b  ,GI- 
a'bwtrmund sW8th) to form a m u p  around 
sb/sth~~pDcItssleradam.und themarkel stalls. 
& v +  prep 

,cluster t o w h e r  to come together In a small 
group: Thechitdwnclutited t o g e l k  in a m r w  
of theroom 
Qv+adv 

'clutch at sthkb to try to get hdd of sWsth sud- 
denly: She clutched a# her stomach, obvtously in 
pain. 
E 9  wtch atrtMb:grnlp at sth 
Q u + m  
OZIelwtch at'strawa totryeverymible wayto 
escape h m  a dficul t  situation even though 
theremms to belittle hopeof doing so 

clutter /'klnta(r)/ 

,clutter sth 'up(* eth) to fillor cwer sth with 
lotsof things50 thatitlooksveryuntidy: IMsikk 
of ail these books clutterhg up my o m .  

Clutter 6th is u S B ~  with a similar mean- 
ing 
Qv+aUv+n v*ntpron+adv 

,coax sb 'Into sth; ,coax sb '/W dolng sth 
to persuade sb to do sth by talking to them gen- 
tly: Can wecwxyou htosingingfirw? 
(f) v+ nlpmn + prep 

,coax sb 'out of 8th; ,coax sb 'mit of dOlng 
sth to prsuade sb not to do sth by talking ta 
them gently: Try to w h i m  out of resipnine. 
Q v+ nlpmn + adv* prep 

,coax 8th 'out of sb: ,coax 8th 'from sb to 
persuadesb todosthortogive you&hWtalking 
gently ShecoLwedasmilefmmthe hb. + v + nlpron + adv + prep * v + nlpron + prep 

cobble j 'kubl;~m~'kmbl/  

,cobble sth to'gether (inform0 to put sth 
toaether or to make sth quickly or carelessl~ 

with whatever time and materials you have 
milable: UFguraliue) Tlae gouernrnenl s~etlos to 
h u e  cobbled logether thest'pmposnls. 
+v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+adv 

,cock 'up; ,cot k 8th 'up (slang, especiutly BrBrE) 
to spoil or ruin sth by doing it badly or by mak- 
ing a mistake: You'vereuily cucked up this tinze. o 
The trawl agency curnpkkiy m k e d  up the 
arrangements. o Trust hrm to m k  things up 
agoin! 
)SYHI mms UP, msss ah up; bungle a h  (&for- 
mu0 
+v+adv + v+dpmn+& 
t ' e o e k ~ p  n (slang, esperiully BrE) a mistake 
that spoils or ruins plans or arrangements; 9th 
that has been spollt because it has been badly 
done: She's made a compkk cock-up of the 
arrrurgensenls. 

,coil 'up; ,coil sth 'up to wind into a series of 
clrdes; to make sth do this: The make coiM up 
in t h  sunrhine. o He wlled the row up neatly. 
Egi rope, strl ng 
@ v+adv * v+nlpmn+sdv 4 v+adv+n 

,-lour sth 'In to AU a shape, an area, etc with 
colour, using pencils or pens: Why don't you wl- 
our thepicturn in? 
rn picture, drawlrig 
&v*nlpron+adv * v+adv+n 

comb / k m ;  A n a E k m /  

,comb sth 'out 1 touse a comb toremoveknots 
from your hair or to make it neat: My hair's so 
bng that it takes wages lo wm6 it out. BEi hair 
2 (also ,tomb slh 'out of sth) to remove dirt, 
knots, etc. from hair or fur with a comb: She 
bmhed her hairandthen cornbedout the he?@m. 

knots,lEangks 
+v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n2also 

v+ dpmn + adv+ prep 

come m/ (cams /kerm/wms) 

,tome a'bout to happen: It's hard W tutdemtmd 
how the midenl  cum abut.  o a n  you tell us 
horn it come a h u t  thatyou d e d d  to stn'ke? 
FEE) happen 
e v + a d u  

,come a'cross ( a h  ,come 'over) 1 (atso ,come 
'through) [+advlp repI (of an idea, an opinion or a 
feelmg) to be expressed clearly and understw 
eas~ly Do you think the film's m g e  w m  

I come after . ............................................................. ........................................ 

- abwt 
- across - afler 

M - along 
- a p r l  - around - a l  - away - away from 
- away with - back 
- backto - belore - hem 

55 - b y  - dorm 
- down on - dorm to - down with 
- for 

58 - forth - forward - from - in 
- In@ - rn wlth 

57 -into 
- Of - off 
- on - onlupon 

58 - on to 
- Out. Wt 01 - wt at 
- w t  in - w t  wnh - over 
- over to 

58 -past - round - lhmdgh - lo - logethar - under 
60 - u p  - upagalnst - up for 

- upon - uplo 
- up wilh - upon 

61 -wih 

across clearIy7o These themes m m  arross uery 
strongly in the novel. o I could Zell she x m  frighG 
end. It mme over in her voice o The feling of 
solidarity among the people m f l y  mme fhrowh. 
2 (ArnEolso ,corne'offi~ormal) [+ advlprep] (as 
sth) to make a particular impression on people: 
Shemmaswoss uwll m interviews 0 At thepress 
mnfereixe, he came owras cooland mMdent. 
(gv+adv 

,come a'cross (wl th sth) (imrrnal) to provide or 
supply sth that sb asks for, especially money: 
TTzeyevenfuni~y mmacross with rmmther$Z5UWD. 
o Westilf hope thecumpuny willmmeacross$or us. + v*adv 

,come a'cross; ,come a'cross sth to cross a 
room, a road, a nver, etc. towards the place 
where the speaker IS: When you'us &w your 
homumrk corn ucross to my h o w  and we'U lis- 
ten to some music. o She waued and mme across 
the room to tuik to me. 
&v+adv + vtprep 

,come a 'cms sblsth tomeet or find shlsth by 
chanw, without having planned or thought 
about it: He's the most unpIeamnl man I'wewr 
come acmss. o She m m  m s s  a pile of OM 
phomgmphP whrleshe wmchringfheadlic. 

encounter sWsth Iformull 
@ v + prep 

,come 'after sblsth to chase or follow a person 
or an animal t o m  to catch them: Theformer 
came Mer them, thmtming lo call thepoIice. 
Q v+prep 
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,come dong I to arrive or a m  somewhere; 
to s M  to exlst, happen or be available: It's lucky 
you came a b w  when you did or I'd have been 
smnded at the bus smpfir an how! o When the 
right oppwtuni?~ c o r n  along, k ' l l  take if. o 
There are new desims corning nhw Wrn 
up3to go somewhere withsb: We'regormto the 
p u b  Do you want to come aZongPo You'd htter 
mmealongwithmlothep0Iurestation 3 =COME 
ON 4 4 come along! (especially Brm = coMe ON 1 
(bv+adv 

,come dong; ,come a'long sth to mow for- 
ward or fromoneendof sth to the other, towards 
the speaker: I wailedforages for e bus, then three 
cam along logether! o The lorry luas cumin# 
along the rwrlolgreutspcd. 
E a  road 
Qv+adv + v+pmp 

,come a'part to breakorfall intopieces: T h e w -  
got just cum apart in m3 hands. o ~ u m t i v e )  
After thefirst act, the play begins to corn apart 
a t  f l u  seam(= have a lot of problems). 
E9 fall apart 
@v+adv  

,come a'round (es@allyAmEj =COMB ROUND 

,come a'round ,come a'round sth (espe 
cialIyAmt3 =COME ROUND, COME ROUND STH 

,-me a'round 5th (BrEaIso ,come 'round ~ t h )  
to move or travel around a corner: The bus m m  
round the bend Iwfasf. 
EFi only comer, bend 
+ + V * P ~ ?  

'wme at sb to m m  towards sb as if you are 
gorngtoatlackthem:Shmmeat mewitha knife. 
o yigurafiue) The questhm cram at  ms sofast 
that Ididn'l have time to thinkabut them 
Q V + P ~ P  

'come at 8th to approach, think a b u t  or try to 

,come 'back 4 to return to the place where the 
speaker is: Come back hem at o m !  o DEd she hesay 
whenshe wascominghck? o Why don'tyou mme 
backto m y p ~ f h r o r  n?ee?o T ~ I Q  mme back 
fmm the frip relaxed and happy9 o She w n t  into 
the kitchen ond cam back with two glmw of 
milk o We'll co rn  back for the car Eomorrow. o 
figurntive) L ~ u e m l  came back from b e i n $ Z - B  
down lo mm thegame. EEO return (moreformal) 
2 to begin to exist or happen agaln: My -he 
h a s  come h c k  again. o Her confidenix is st or fin^ 
lo come back slowly. ESl return E B  gm m y  
3 to return to school or work after a b m k .  Do 
you know when Bill a coming buck to work? 4 to 
kame popular, successful or fashionable 
again: Punk hairs&les are coming h c k  inlo 
fashion. o Punk hairstyh are coming back in. 
o Doyou lhrnk trams mill nmm back75 (of a me% 
sage or a reply) to bz given in answer to a m e s  
sap,  letter, etc. that you have sent or a question 
that you have asked: I sent her an e m i f  and a 
message mme bock thatshe was away. 6 (fo sb) to 
return to your memom often suddenly: 11:~ aN 
mming boclr to me nom 7 (at sb) (wlth nth) to 
reply to sb quickly, strongly or angrily. Shecam 
h k  at the spaker with some quesfiona o He 
came bock simighmway, telling me what he 
thought of me. + v+a& 
b 'mmebsek n 1 [wually sing.] if a person 
makes a wmeback they return to performing 
or to public life afler a long time, or they b m e  
popular amin: The bnnd's trying to mkeI.Fiage a 
comeback. 2 if something makes a comeback it 
becomes popular or fashionable again: Cnrboom 
seem lo bemakingummeback. 3 awayof getting 
payment or a reward for sth unfair or wrung that 
has been done to you: Will I haw no comeback tf 
the aontraci falls thmugh?4 a quick reply that is 
often anerv. insulting. clever or humorous: For 

dcal with a quest~on, problem, etc. in a particu- ,,in hiri:Ire, *he no shrgmmbnck. 
lar way: We'm nowhere. Ut's try wrning ,come ,back to sth to return to a 
at  theproblemfrom a duerent angle, 
Ell problem 

subject, an ~ d e a ,  etc. andstart to talkabout it or 
think about it: J'I1 wme Lack lo that mint in a 

9 v+PreP moment. o It always seem to come k k  to the 
,come a'way; ,-me a ' w a ~  from s* 1 to of money. 

leave a place or a person: Come QwaH now. ,-&,,rn to &, (mmformcrl) 
There'smthinglosee. o Jammmeaumyfmmthe #, u+a&+-o 
nseettwfeellwangryand~pse1.2ltobecomesep 
arated from sth: He pulled a! the d w r  handle 
untll it come away in ~ L S  hands. o The p h t e r  
had started Socomamy from the wall. 
+ v + a o  + v+aUv+prep 

,come a'way wlth sth to leave a place with a 
particular feeling, Lmmdon or result: She 
mme away from the championship with ihm 

. - - . - 

,come Wfom s h t h  ~ r m O ( u f  a legal case, a 
prop~ssl or an issue) to be pmnted to sWsth so 
that they can dixuss it or make a decision or a 
judgement about it: The caw comm &for@ the 
court nert w k .  o The bill mme befire padia- 
men! Iosl month. 
m the cowr?(s), c o m m m ,  Judge, parllb 
rnent 

medals. o Weurmeamy wfih theimpmum that &, v+ pw 
~lme lh ing  was wrong. 
Qv+adv+prep 

,come be'twaen sb and sb: ,come be'tween 
sb and sth to h a m  or disturb a relat~onship 
between two pwple; to prevent sb &om dolng, 

enjoying or having 9th: Nobody wSl m r  mme 
k t w e n  them o Idon't want to cum &ween her 
and her mrk. 
* v + m  

,COme 'by; ,come 'by dh  1 to passsbkth with- 
out stopping: Somekids on bikescam &, butthey 
dadn't no th  me. 2 ( e s p ~ i a l l ~  A m 0  to wme to 
vrsit sb for a short time In a msual or informal 
way: Thanks for comrq by jwterda~ o Come ty 
onyourway homejsom work. o Ifyournme & the 
oflce tomori-uw, 1'12 haw it twdy for you. EE) 
Ump by; atop by, stop by sth 
Qv+adv +v+prep 

'-me by byth to manage to get sth; to receive 8th 
by chance: Jobs are hard to corn by these days. o 
Inf5rmtion a h u t  Ihe commny was not eusy io 
corn by. o How dfdyou come by that cut on your 
hand? 

get sth; obtaln ath ( m f o r m i )  
Come by sthcanbeused inthe passive, but 

th is  is not common: OldpustmrdsarefairIy eas- 
1fymmehy 
+ V + P ~ P  

,come 'down 1 (from ... )(  to... ) to travelhmone 
place to another, especially from the north of a 
country to the south, Whenamyougoingtamme 
down and see us? 2 d a price, a level or an 
amount comes d m ,  it becomes lower or less 
than before: Oil is coming down in price. o I W -  
twn hari come down twice in the h l  month. W 
decrease (more formal), drop; fall go up 
-You can also use come back up with the 
opposlte meaning if a prlce, etc. is increasing 
tosards what it had been before: 011 p r m  are 
coming back Up (= they have been high In the 
past, then they feu, but now they are rising 
again). 3 to break and fall to the ground: Part of 
the ceiling hodcome down. rmR) cdlapse 4 (of a 
plane, etc.) to fall from the sky; to be brought 
down to the ground. The pilot ~ v a s  forced to come 
down in afild. 5 (of rain, snow, etc.) to fall: The 
min roar wmingdown hnrder now. Lausllonly the 
raln, the *now EFO fall 8 (+ advlprepl to decrde 
that yousupport or oppose sblsth and say so pub- 
Ilcly: I kmw mvmmnls wouMcomedownon my 
sister's side. o The cammrttee cam down ngainst 
the proposaL o Voters came down firmly in 
fawur of reform. 7 when the curtain in a theatre 
wmes down, it is the end of the performance: 
When rhecurlain camedown, wallwhebfirr the 
extrs. EE9 go up B [+advlpmp] to reach down to 
a particular pine My mother's hair comes dourn 
to her LunrsZ. 9 (lnfirmal) to stop havlng the 
pleasant feelings andexcitement that sth such as 
an enjoyable exwrlence or a drug produces: ?Re 
mrty was sogood Jhaven't redly come down yet. 
10 Ifmm sth) (to Mh) (of aperson selling sth) to 
8llggeSt or agree to a lower price: I wasn't pre- 
p o d  topay.EISW, butYhwmnfual!ycamedown 
?o 11350. o Can you cum down aiwiher $309 

55 come for .................................................................................................. 

1 4  (from ah) (BrE,@rmnl) to leave a university 
(especially Oxford or Cambridge) af?er finishing 
your studies: When did you w m  down yi.om 
%ford)? FEl come up (to 
~ v + a d v l O a l s o v + a d v + n  
m w m e  (back) down to 'earth (wfM a 
'bangl'bump) to return to the reality of weryday 
lire after a period of great excitement or  a time 
when you have been living in a way that is not 
very practical: Hemme(back) down to earth with 
a bang when he discDvered that all ~ L S  money hod 
run out 
r 'komedown n [usually sing.] ( i@rmOa situ- 
ation which is not as gwd, important or interest- 
ing as one you have experienced previously: It's 
a bit ol a armdown after herpmiolrs job. 

,come 'down: ,come "down 8th to move h m  
a hlgher place or position to a lower one, or from 
a d~stant place towards the speaker: Came down 
fmm that bree!o The car u r ~ s  cominjg down !he 
road lowords ~ls. o Jack: wme down thestaim tua 
at  a t~m. 
E B  come up, come up sth 
@ v+adv + v+prep 

,come 'down on sb (informal) to punish sb or 
cr1tid7~sb severely: Themurtsaremmingdorun 
laaavily on drug dealers. o h n ' t  w m  down too 
hard on him - he'sgoung. 

Come down on sb is always used with an 
adverb such as hardandlor a phrase with a simi- 
lar meaning: If it happens again, we?[ cvme 
down on youm hardthotyou'fl wishyou'dneuer 
k n  born. o He m m  down om me like a Zon of 
brrcks. 
Qv+adv+pmp 

,come 'down to sb (from s m h )  to bemssed to 
sb from sbwho I h d  in the past: Xf~esfniemm 
down to herfrom her grnn#dM 
n_suarl atory, name, tradltlon 
&v+adv+prep 

,come 'down to sth to beable tm beexplalned as 
one simple, Important question or point: It ell 
comes down to a matterof p r i o d h i n  themit. o 
When it mmes doton to 11 (= themost important 
fact IS), we can't Uord lo go a W h 1  it corns 
down b is a choiw betwen mow or happiness. 
<b v  + adv + prep 

,came 'down wlth sth to get an iuness, often 
not a very serlous one. I mme dam with a h d  
cold. o IthinkI'm mrningdown with something, 
El flu, a cold rsPa, go rlwm wRh sM catch 
sth,getsth 
Q v+ adv + prep 

%om@ for s M h  3 to #me to sb's home, or to 
the place where sblsth is in order to take thewit 
somewhew: The pdice mmfbr him this morn- 
ing. o Have you c u m f i r  the parcel! 2 to attack 
sblsth: Sam mmnr me wrth hiFp& 
Q v +  prep 



,came Ywth {litemw) to  appear or  be produd  
He struck lhe rock and mlermmforth 
+v+adv 
b ,Wh'comlng W1 [only before noun] about 
to happen or  appear very smn: Who i s  in 
of promoring the band's forthmming album? 2 
[not before nounl ready or made avallablewhen 
you need rt: UrIfortunateIy moneyfir the p r o j ~ t  
h a s  not ken u m y  forthmm~w. 3 [not before 
noun] (of a person) ready to give Inf~rmation 
when they are asked: He:? not veryforrREoming 
about hb hue life. 

,come Tornard (wWh sth) to offer to give help, 
inrormatlon, etc: Police have asked wttnesses to 
mmeforwurrb. o We're hoping lhata  q w m r  will 
come forward wilh the emm m o w .  o No one 
came forward lo claim the reward. 
+v+adv 

'come from ... <notlrsedfn t h e p ~ I u e i ' e ~ )  
to be born in  or live in a pwticulas place: Where 
do you mmefhrn?~ Sheramfrom London. 
e v + p r e p  

'come from sth to start in a particular place or  
be made from a particular thing: Most of Iha 
wines that rue sell wmfrom France. o I&& your 
information come &m n rebiabl~? mum?ol 'm  
IawP That's rich. mrniwfmm you! (= you are 
lazy too) o He comes from a wenlthy family. o 
W s  that terriblenoise mmingfromPo 93% of 
our energy comsfmmfosstS fuek 
Q v prep 
EEl whew sb Is 'mlg horn (spoken, iqfor- 
ma0 a person's situat~on, attitude, ideas, etc. 
that make them say what they have said: Iknow 
m l y  whereyou 'mcomingfmrn. 

'come from sth: 'come from dolng 8th = 
COME OF STH,COME OF DOING STH 

,come 'in when the sea comes in i t  moves 
towards the land: The trde ump w m h g  ngn fast. 
EE3  go out 2 to finish a race in  a particular pos- 
Ition: WIaich horse m m  infirst?3 to arrive; to be 
received: N e m  is coming in of o tmh crash in 
Scotland. o We've got more w r k  mming In than 
lw can handle. 0 I mm all the heins that m m  in 
from London o We've gat j u t  enough money 
coming in& month &pay the bills. 4 to become 
available: English stmwhemies uslurlly cum in 
inJune. oNewjobammmln@Inallthelime. 5if 
a law or  a rule comes in, it is introduoed and 
begrns to take effect: New legislation coming m 
m t  month will tackk lowpnp 8 to take part in a 
discuss~on, sometimes by interrupting sb: I'd 
like to come in here. o 1 wish he woutdn'l k&p 
coming in wilh his stupid sugges2w~s. 7 to come 
to yourhome, mce, etc. inorderto repairsth, or 
do some work: A plumber's cornink in fa Iwk at 

#he b0& + M? a h  COMB IN, COMB IN STH, COMB 
INTO STH; COME IN, COME INTO STH; COMB INTO STH 
Qv+adu 
m,conm In 'handyPudut to be us&& T h  
hxes  will come in handy when uwmove house. 
b 'Income n money that YOU receive reguhlx 
espcc~ally as w e n t  for work 
F 'Fnwmlng dj [only W o r e  noun] 1 travelling 
towards a place and arriving there: incoming 
Jlighrsl-ngers 2 (of the sea) mmbng towarrls 
the land 3 (of a phone call, letter or  message) 
that has k n  sent to youor received by you: Thts 
phone only takes i m t n g  c a l k  4 recently 
appointed or elected: tha incom~ng Sacklist gov- 
ernment 

,came 'in; ,come In  8th: ,come 'Into nth to 
enter a room or a building; to pass through 5th 
suchasa ho1e.a window, etc: Iknockedandheard 
her say '&me in: o The rainkconzing in through 
that hole. o 1'12 ask him lo mll you as swn as he 
comes in (= arrives home or  a t  work). o The sun 
was corning in at rhe windows. o When you mme 
in the d m ;  you'llfind Reception on your left. o 
She mme into the m m  crying. 
3F&'CSkoCOME IN: COME IN. COMB INTO STH: 

COME INTO STH 
+v*adv r v+prep 

,come 'in: ,come 'into sth 9 to go to anoffice or 
the place where you work, in order to do some 
work: Am you mming into the offroe kvnorroru? 
@L the office+ work 2 to have a part to play in 
sth; to play a useful role: Ilike theplan, but whee 
do I mme in (= what is my mle)7 3 to became 
fashionable; to start to be worn or  used: When 
dzd platrorm h i s  ccuns in? o Trolleybum first 
mme in m 1923. o Punkcbthesm to tw earning 
inlofashion again. lE9 go out 4 to go to a hos- 
pital to receive treatment, tests, etc. t 3 n  you 
mme infor rhe X-myson Friday? 
+ se@also COME IN; cohrE IN, COME IN sTH, come 
INTO STH;COME INTO STH 
Qv+adv * v+prep 

,Come 'In for sth to receive sth, especially sth 
unpleasant: The government hns come in for 
severe crrticism from all o The company 
mme in for a htqf stkk (= a lot of crit~cism) with 
their odwrtismgcamprrign. 
E L  (severe) crirlclnm 
6 v + adv + prep 

,come Vn wRh sb(m sth), ,come 'In (m sb) 
on sth if somebdy comes in wlth you, they 
join you In a particular project, activity, bus]- 
ness, etc: Dowu wont tammein withmaonJoe's 
presentlo My brother h o d  I muId  come in with 
him when he started his own busin=. o myou 
want lo mme in on the dm[? 
@ v + a d v + m p  

,come 'Into sth T tobegin to exist, h a m ,  etc: 
Tht cherry dreesarecomfng h l o  bIossom. o The 
band only cam Info being in 1995. o When do 
she ?ww regulations come inlo foW&xt?o 
When did the Labourparty aom rnto ofiw?od 
variety offactors mme into play when chming 
a n  employee. 2 to receive a large sum of money 
when sb dies: S h  rampwUdIy mme inta a for- 
tune when hercousin d&. E J  a fortune. money 
3 tobe important inaparticular situation: Igol 
the job because I WQS the hest. My looks didn't 
cam into I t ,  o He sook the job bemuse he liked 
the work. M o w  didn't come into the equalion. 

it, the cquatlon 
+S@@ak0CQME 1N;COME IN,COME IN STH,COME 
INTO STH: COME IN,COME lNTO STH 

~ ' v + P * P  
mcome Into 'Ilne(wkh *blsth)tobehaveinthe 
s a y  other people behave, or  in the way you 
shouId behave eome Into ywrnts 'own to  have 
the opportunity to show yourltts qualities or  
abilities: After two m t h e r m r  games, hej iml ly  
wm into his own in the game against Germany. 
o This bike mtZy comes into its own on rough 
#round. 

'-me of slh:'come of dolng sth (ah'coms 
from sth, 'come from mlng sth) to happen as a 
result o l  5th: He p m m W  to helm but I h n ' t  
think anything W I I I  mrne of it. o That's W h a t  
comes of not Ilsiening to my aduice! o I had the 
feelmngof scstqfactiun thnimmespvmdoingadif- 
ficuitjob mil. 
W Come of sth i s  often used with a negative: 
I ~ l d  hcm nogwd wuldcome of it. 
0 V+PEP 

,come 'off 1 to be able to be removed: Does thrp 
knob come oflT (inJorma0 to take place; to hap 
pen: Did your Pip lo New York ever come OF 3 
(informl) if a plan, etc. mmes oT, it i s  success- 
ful or it has the result that you intend: Her 
attempt to b m k  the tvorld m r d  nearly came o n  
4 [+ adv] (inform0 if somebdly comes offwell 
or  badly in  a fight, a contest, etc, they finish the 
fight in a god or a bad condition: He always 
comes off w m t  infights. 5 WmE, idorma0 = 
COME ACROSS 2 
+v+adv 

,come "off; ,come 'off sth 1 to become 
detachedor separatedhmsth:  nLehandleCUm 
off m my h a d .  o A button hns come off w cocr t. 
2 to fall from 5th: My glasses came off when I 
tripped. o She bmked shnrply and mme off her 
bike blcyele, horse 3 to mow away fmm 
sth large or  importantand go in a differentdime 
tion: A mmw rwd comes fl on the kft. 4 to 
leave the stage, the sports field, etc, during a play 
or  a game: Two players c a m  ofljust before half 
time. 5 to  leave 5th such as a vehicle or  a road: 
s~ehked~~&asshwmoflIhepiane. o mme 
off (the motorway) at jwMIon five. 6 if m 

amount of money mmes otT a price, the price 
becomes lower by that amount: Timpsm a UKW 
i s  coming ofl theprice of pelrollgasoline. 
+v+a& v+prep 

,came 'off 8th T to stop using sth; to stop taking 
a drug, medicme, alcohol, etc: It's time she W i d  
to mme fl sleepingpi1.k 2 (of heat, a smell, the 
wind, etc.) to start from a pr t lcular  place or  
thing. There was a mist cumingoff the M. 
e v + prep 

.come 'otr Itl used to  tell sb that youthink or  
know that what they have said is untrue or  that 
you disagree with it: Come on if! EngInnd wit2 
never wm! 

,came 'on 1 (also ,come a'long e s ~ l l y  BrE, 
kssfkquent) used to encourage sb to do sth, for 
example, to hurry: Comeon, uw'll Be late. o Corn 
on, thrngs mn't LM that Bad! 2 used to show that 
you do not believe what sb has said or that you 
disagree with them: Come on! You dm't m l l y  
m t  me o klieua that doyouP3 (of a light, the 
electriciw, etc.) to begin working; t~ be switched 
on: Does the heating come on automattmlly?~ 
flue set the heow to tom on at pue. E E  lights 

go of1 4 ( a h  , m e  a'long) to make 
progress: to improve or develop in the way that 
you want: Your Renth Is really coming on+ o 
Tim's w m o n  well with theguirac o How's din- 
m r  coming along? 5 (of a n  actor or a performer) 
to walkonto the stage and start toperform: When 
am Westlire coming on? 6 (m sport) (of a player) 
to join a team mstead of another player during a 
game: Robson c u m o n  in plumof Wilkins. 7 (of a 
telwlsion programme, etc.) to start to be shown: 
What time does the n e w  m m  on? 8 (pspeclaIly 
Brm (of a season. a period of time, an illness, 
etc.) to begin: Pt'sgmfng c o k  Winter's wming 
on, o I think I've gor a mid corning on. o Jt came 
on lo win. W In this meaning, come an is usu- 
alIy used in t h ~  pmgresslve tenses 9 [+ adv] to go 
to aplace: Cumeon m and makeyourself at home. 
o My wifekmmingon hter 
+v+adv 

,=me on 'shong to speak or behave in a 
very forceful way, especially in  a way that shows 
sb you want to have a sexual relationship with 
them 
k 'ancomlnl dj [only M o r e  noun] advancing 
towards you. approaching you 

,come 'on;  ,come 'on sth to bedn speaking to 
sb on the  telephone: I had a long lalk WW my 
mthLlt: then my dad mme on. o Sue come on the 
line for a chat. 
Q v + &  * v+prep 

'come onnrpon sblsth &mi) to meet or find 
sblsth by chance: I m m  upon this mut i fu l  uape 
in the attic. 
Q v + prep 
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,come 'on to sb (ir&m@ to behave in a way 
that clearly shows sb that you want to haveasex- 
ual relationship with them 
&v+adv+prep 
b '- n [usuallys~.l  (InJbmaO a remark 
or an action that is intended to atkact sb 

,come 'on to sth to start talking about or dis- 
cussing a topic: I'll mine on lo the sub]eEf of 
mum inn minm. 
EEl question, -. subJaEt 
@ v+adv*prep 

,come 'out 1 when the sun, moon or stars wme 
out, Uley appear in the sky: The sun m m  but in 
the q f i e r o n .  BY3 -r 2 when flowers 
come out, they open: The dnm1ls mme out In# 
thisyear: 9 to be published or produced: Her new 
noveI's~ust #me out. o When do theplram resuits 
mme out? appear 4 (of news, the truth, 
etc.) to bewme known after a tlme when It has 
been secrct: The trurhfiraallye~laolrb. o Itnrme 
out that she'd ma& the whole thing up. 5 to be 
shown clearly: Hts armgotue mmes out in ewry 
spemh he mh. 6 (wtth sb) to go somewhere 
with sb for a social went: Will you come w t  lo 
dinnerwith me @night77 if a photograph comes 
oat, the picture can be seen clearly: My photos 
didn't mme out wv 11x11 WQW there mm't 
enough light. 8 when words Emne w t  they are 
spoken: I o m  my mouth 10 amlogire, bud the 
words uxlukin't mme out. o He trred lo pay hero 
compliment but it m m  out all wmw. 9 I* prep1 
to state publ~clp that you do or do not support 
sth: Members of the commit#?e have come out in 
opposition #o thepmpxnl. 10 come. out and do 
5th to be bmve enough to say or do sth that other 
people might Bnd it hard to say or do: H a s  she 
miwl ly  comeout and udmit&d ilyet?o Only om 
membmof sing mme out and mioI 1Ant the work- 
ing wnditwns loere unwrtisfactoty 11 (BrE) to 
stop work and go on strike: The miners h u e  
corns our on strike. I 2  to say openly that you 
are a homosexual (= a pemn who is sexually 
attracted to people of the same sex) 13 when a 
young girl came ont in the past, she was form- 
ally inlmduoedmtas~~iety 
A"+& . ". 

,come 'od, ,so- tout of sth 1 to leaw a 
place or a- from inside a place: C b m  &! I 
knowyou'reinthere!~ I?Ispmktoherassoonas 
s h e m m e s o u t o f t k ~ ' n g . 2 i f  anobjectmmes 
out of sth, it is removed from the place where it 
is fixed orbcomes separated Prom 8th: Her tooth 
mme out when she bit intu the apple. o ,411 the 
pages have mme out of this book o This m w  
won't come out of the wall. 3 if a mark or dirt 
comes out, it is removed from sth by washing or 
cleaning: The bhdstuirn mn't  m m  out of 
my s h i n  0 St m a  very exwivesk i r t ,  but mas# 

the w h u r  mme out Lohen I ulashed it. 

4 [+advlpmp(adJ] to finish sth in a particular 
state; to have a particularresult: Shemmewton 
lop in the ewms. oHis reputnliorn m m  out 
undnmoged. o T h e f m ~ l y  drdn't come out of the 
affair uerywlL In this meaning, wme out 
and cmneout of stharealwaysusedeither with 
an adverb, an adjective or a phrase begmnlng 
withaprepasition. 
ev+adv v+sdv+pmp 

,-me 'ant of pllrwn to relax and become 
mure corddent and friendly with other people 

,come 'oul at 9th to add up to a micu la r  cost 
or sum: The lola! bill m m  out at over u thou- 
sundpoundP. 
+v+acb+pmp 

,come 'out In sth if a person comes oat in sth 
such as spots, their skin betomes m r e d  In 
them: T&mmmadeherf~emmewtinamsh. 
W spots, rash. lumps BY3 b w k  out In sth 
&v+adu+prep 

,come 'out of sth 1 to return to normal after a 
d f i c u l t  tune: Themunby isslowly w i n g  out @ 
recession. 2 to result or develop fromapmcessor 
an event: At k t  some good mme out of all our 
hard work. o The book mme out of her hnuels in 
Jamn.  3 to be taken away Rnm a total amount: 
The money will haua lo come out of your wages. 
+v+adv+prep 

,-me 'out with sth (i@rman to say sth, espe 
cially sth surpr~sing or not polite: ImnZ laflew 
the things he comes out with! o When I uskd her 
why she WQS shejclu mmeo~lt  with a h d  of 
MnS?W. 
ev+adv+pmp 

,come ' W r l  (to -)to moveacmssamm, a 
road, an ocean, etc. towards where the speaker 
IS: Cnm ouer and meet my hmhnd. o When are 
you coming ouer to Ewland amh?o lots I$ 

peoplean? mingoverfrom Amariafor the &- 
ding,2(tosth)tovisitsbforashort time,usually 
at their home: Her son only wmes ouer tu see her 
m i o n a l Q  o Ollr n m  neighhum cam ouer O 
our how dasl nrghl. 3 [+ ad]] (RrE, informal) to 
suddenly stan feeling sth. to come owr 
fmny/drzqr,Iaint o lmmeover allshy whenewrI 
m h e ~ 4  =COME ACROSS 15 =COME  ACROSS^ 
e v + *  

,-me 'M sbEsth (of a feelin& a mod, etc.) to 
afFeEtsblsth:l'msony-Idon'tknow whatcum 
ouer ma(= I don't know what made me behave in 
that way), o A m r k n b b  chnwe has #me over 
t h e g r o u p ~ h e ~  
Q V+PW 

,corn "aver ~bEsth to leave one group of 
people in order to jom a c o m ~ i n g  group; to 
change from one opinion to another: %me of 
#heir mbershawmmeomrP ours&. 
+v+adv+prep 

,come 'past: ,come 'past sbEsth to pass in 
Front of the speaker or the place where the 
speaker is: As I walked down the mad, Charlie 
mrnepapl on his bike. o ol?I bring the b w k  round 
this evening on my w a y  60 night st&! - I'wgol 
Eo compasty~whouse.  
Qv+adv * v+prep 

,-me 'round (BrE) ( a h  , m e  a'mund A d ,  
BrEj 1 (ta sth) to visit sb or a place; to come to 
sb's home to see them Tor a short time: &me 
round and see us sometinee. o Do you wunt to 
come roundfor 111mh7+ see a h  C O M E  OVER 2 2 
(of a regular went) to arrive; to happen at the 
usual time: I con2 believe Chrlsrma~ has mme 
mund again! 3 to mow amonga group of people 
inorder togivethemsth: Themitersmmround 
roilh drznk, 4 (to sth) (i?!fotmal) to agrae to sth 
that you were against before; to change your 
opinion about sth: She'll never cum round to our 
w y  of I h i n k i ~ .  o Don't push him; he'll cum 
round in trme. 
+v+adv 

,coma 'round (BriT) (ArnE ,=me a'twnd) (a& 
,=me 'to BrE,AmE) to -me mnscious again 
When she came round, her sister was sitling 
h s ~ e  her bed. o He h m ' t  yet m m  round rIffer 
the enaesihetic. 
+ S W Q ~ P A S S  OUT + v+adv 

,come 'round: ,come 'round 8th (Bra ( a h  
,come a'round, ,come a'mund sth AmE, BrO 1 
(of a letter or a document) to be passed from one 
person to another. The card mrne round for 
eveqone to sign. 2 to travel to where the speaker 
is by a longer route than usual, especially 
m u n d  the outside or 5th: The m d  roas bsacked 
so we had to comeround by thefreIdsIds 
@v+adv + v+prep 

$oms 'round sth ( B r a  =COME AROUND STH 

,come 'thmugh 1 (to sth) ( W o r m 0  uwd espe- 
ciaIly to ask sb 'lo enter a room or a building, or 
move from one room toanother: Combhmugh to 
my o m .  0 MI: Dole mn see you nour Will you 
mme throragh? 2 (of news, a message, a docu- 
ment, etc.) to be receivedbytelephone, radio, etc. 
or In an &cia1 way: f'vegobm internationalmll 
cuming through Jor you. o We're going to buy a 
new nu when tfm i n s u m m  mow c o r n  
through. o He's still aw fling for hrs dimm to 
mme through. 3 (with sth) to provide or do sth 
that pwple expect or that you have gromiwl: 
The insurance w m p n y  has fin all^ m m  through 
with the mow3 4 =COME ACROSS 1 

v+adv 
,come "through; ,come 'through 5th I to 

enter and cross amom, anareaof l and  a town, a 
country, etc.; to pass through sth: o Put slh o w  
the h i e  W stcp the min coming through. 2 to get 
b t ter  afker a serlws illness: to avoid serious 
injury or damage: He's very I12 but his doctors 

I -me under 
,.......,,......,,,h~,...,,,,...~,,.....,, ~ ..................... ~ 

m t  him 10 #me Ihmugh r ? ~  opmtton. 3 to 
start to appear &om under or behind sth: The 
hby's  front M h  were corning through. o The 
sun's m i n g  through the clouds at lasL= 
emerge (moreforman4 to pass h m o n e  stage of 
a competition to the next; to be suocessful In a 
test or an exam: Chris did well 60 wme through 
#he gml@tng rounds of the tourmrnent (= for 
example in tennis). o Most of the students cam 
through (the m m )  withflying coburs (= were 
very successful). 
Qv+adv + v+pmp+pron 

,come 'to =COME ROUND 

'come to sb 1 if an idea cmnes to you. it sud- 
denly enters your mind: The rdeo come to me in 
the m u l e  of the night. o It suddenly m m  ta her 
that she had been wrong. 2 (esw'al ly  BrE) (of 
money. property, etc.) to pass to sb else when sb 
dies: All my money 1~~~1conretoyou when I d &  * v + prep 

,come to youfself (oIdfashwned) to return to 
your normal state: It tmk her a wkib lo w m  W 
hersdf again. 
a$~ v + prep + pmn 

'come to sth I to add up to sth; to beequal to 8th: 
Tht bill cum 60 $50.2 to reach a particular state 
or condition; to arrive at 6th: We h t h  m m  to the 
sameconcIusion. o Idon't know what the ulorld's 
mming lo (= I think things are getting very bad 
and unpleasant), o All her dmms hnoI come lo 
nothing. this, that, mthlng -In this 
meaning come to ilth is often used u lth this or 
that The doctors wzlI opemte @ Isecessaq but it 
may noswme to that. 
Q Y + P ~ ~ P  

when It cornea to sthlto dolng nth when it is 
a case, matter or question of sthlof doing sth: 
m n  if comes ta mkmng, h h  much berter than I 
am? 

,come b'gdher if two mmmpeDple or things 
come together, thgr form one group or one 
plece: Several Ioml groups mme together b a h t  
the proposed housing dewlopmi. o During the 
h t  t h e  days of rehearsals, eveqthing am 
togmet 
+v+adv 

,come 'under sth 4 be included within a par- 
t~cular group or collection of things: Severaldlf 
@rent types of schools cum under the W i n g  of 
privcrte schaok'. E L I  hsadlng, banner, cat- 
egory 2 to bemanaged, controlled orowned by a 
particuar group or organization: The prisons 
now come under rnntrnlgovernmnt cunlrol. E E l  
wntml, authority, wlng 3 if you come under 
attack, criticism, etc. sb attacks criticizes, etc. 
you. Thegouernmnt has come under attack ouer 
the new brll. o She's mme under interm pressure 
to cchange lam mzd.  lB3 sttack, pressure, flre, 
scrutiny, critlclsm 
G v+prev 



,come 'up 4 (to ... ) (fmm ... )to travel !hm one 
place to anothec usually h r n  a smaller place to 
a larger one,or from the south of a country to the 
north: They'uemmupFom Tk& o We thought 
~WgoupuprOLondon~ora~kendinihebigaty .  
2 (to sblsth) to ga towards a person in order to 
t d k t o t h e m h o k i g u y m m e u p l o m m t h e  
s t m a n d a ~ ~ m f o r m n e q :  o Thegmuphder 
mme up to the m p t i o n  desR look~w nnsiow. 3 
(of plants) to appear above the ground: T h e p s t  
snowdrops are just mming up. IEB appear 4 
when the sun or m w n  comes up, ~t rises in the 
sky. We saf and watched the s m  mming up 
behind the h i i k  IEEi only the sun, the m m n  
E53 rise EB9 go dom 5 to rise to the surface 
of water or another Irquld: lmme upgasping for 
air: o R u b b h  were mmrng up to thesllr/ace. 6 to 
happen, espxially when you do not expect it: 
Sowhlnz: urgent has mine ug; I h u e  to ga o 
Opportunrtta like this dun't come LIP every dcUl 
,sr*, cmp up 7 (always wed m tfwprngrastw 
lerrses) (of an event or a time) to be going to hap- 
pen very swn: Our mms are coming up mn. o 
Coming up nm rs the news. 8 to be talked about 
or d~scussed: Thesubject didn't mme up in wn- 
m t i o n  Inrrnight. o Moty  ' snamehps  wmiw 
up name, qwtion, subjecl9 to b dealt 
with by a court of law. H e r  cose comes up nexi 
month. 10 if your name, number or ticket 
comes up ma betting game, it IS chosenand you 
are one of the winners: Mjr numbers mmup and 
I won a million pounds? 11 (spoken, informi) 
(usualIy wed in the progressiw t e r n s )  to b 
m d y  soon; to be coming swn: X cup of lea 
p k .  ' ' hming  up!' 12 (of ~nformation) to 
appear on a computer screen or a board, for 
example in anairport: Herflight hnsjWmmew 
an the atrim& board 13 I+ adJladvJ ( B r a  (of a n  
object or a substance) to appear in a particular 
way at the end of a period of tune or when 6th 
has been done to it: When the luooi is m ~ h e d .  it 
wmes up h u t V u f y  sofl andfluffjr o I'uegruen it 
a go& clwn and if's come up like new. 14 (of 
lights m a cinema, a theatre, ctc.) to become 
brighter alter the Almhnovie, plm etc. has fin- 
ished: TIPe lightsmme up to lormlapplause. 15 (to 
8th) (BrE, form0 to befin your studies at auni- 
versity (especially Oxford or Cambridge): She 

up (to Oxford) in 1m. IEE3 ccome down 
( h m  nth) 1&{ta sth)toreachas farasa particu- 
lar point or level: Thelaatercameup lo my chin. o 
My sister hardly c o r n  up to my s h o u h t  o Hirl 
scnW cameup over hiseyes. D much sth 
@ v + &  

be coming up 'mam (h@rmaIE (of a situ- 
at~on) to be developing in a sucomful way: 
Everything's corning up roses! rxwne 'up In tha 
world to bearme more important m society or 
more sucwssful in your career: Sk's  m f l y   me 
up in iherwrldsinceshe b school. come upEturn 
up 'trumps to do more than people expect and so 

BO 
,," ~ ....-. 

makeasituation verysucmduk !!Re&mn'snem 
ph+wmmeuptmmpsandmmdthreegwLF.o 
Thai wm a MMUS m l r  You've m m  up 
trumpsogain. 
t .upand!comlng adf lonly before noun1 (iw- 
mall maklng g m l  progress and likely to besuo 
cessful in the future: an u p n d a m i n g  n g y w n g  
actor 
t 'upeomlmg adj [only before nounl (espaially 
AmD about to happen soon: the hemming 
psdentral ektlon 

,emme 'up; , m e  'up sth to mow from a lower 
place or position to a Mgher one, or upstah in a 
building, especially with the speaker or towards 
the place where the speaker Is: Who wants 0 
come up to ihe top of the hill with me? o My upan- 
menl is on the fhirdjloor: Are you  cumin^: upPo I 
mn hwrsomeWy wming w the staim 
EEi d . s t e l m  E 9  come down, commdarm ilh 
Q v+ adv 4 v + prep 

,come 'up againsl sbtsth if you m e  up 
against sWsth. you have to face sblsth dimcult: 
We- to mme u p a g ~ i w t a  lot of opposition to 
t h s c h w .  o You'll come up uguinst the migncng 
chnmpion in the he round, 
Qv+adv+prep 

,come 'up for sth 1 tommetothetimewhensth 
must be done: Hekwmhgup forretimmntmn. 
o She mmes up for reelection wet yeal: o W ? m  
d m  your wndract m m  up for r w u i ? m  
renewer 2 to become available for a particular 
purpose: Thathousepu Iike hasmme up for saie. 
ESTi sale, awtlon 
Qv+adv*prep 

,come 'up on sth (A- to be h o s t  a particu- 
lar time or age: It's comtng up on your Wtime. 
Qv+adv+prep 

,come 'up to sth I to appmach a particular 
place. an age or a period of the: Yw'm coming 
up&aburivtwdnora ~ I l ' s f u F t m m i n g u p t o h ~  
pus #web.  2 to reach an amptable level or 
standard: Thepmformamx didn't come up lo our 
mpxiatlons, o You may b y o u r j o b  r f  you don't 
come up to swatch. standad, expect- 
atlom - In this meanhng come up to sth is 
usualiy used in the negative. 
Q v+adv+prep 

,come 'up wbh Sth 1 to think uf an Idea, an 
answer to a question or a solution to a problem: 
Shamme up with ogreatidea forinmmingmIes. 

Mea, a-I. suggostlon, explanatlm2 to 
find or producc sth that sb needs: If you want m 
buy my mc you must come up with the monej o 
He always comes up with  the goods (= does 
what heis- todo)onthednq: + v +adv + prep 

'come upon sblsth =COME ONICIPON GBISISTH 
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'wme wlth sth to be included with or aspart of be COrI'fined to sth 1 if apersonor an animal 
sth:A new c a r c o r n  with thejoh is confined tn a place, they are kept in a smallor 
e V+ PBP c l o d  space and not allowed to go out: The chil- 

dren mre confined to their mom far the emiw. 
commune /ka'Wwn;RirPIE ~ r m - I  

oorn'mune wlth sth (formnf) if yon commune 
with sth such as nature, you spend time think- 
ing deeply about it and sofeel c l m  to it 
EEl nature 
Q V+PP 

complain /kamplem{ 

complain of 8th to say that you feel ill or are 
suffer~ng from a pin: Sevmt childmn mm- 
plainedof sew- s2omachpainx 
El paln, headache, symptoms 
e v + prep 

condemn /kann~emj 

con'damn sb b sth I tosay what sb's punish- 
ment will be: to be m&tlPd lo dmihlhalrf 
Indour 2 to farce sb to accept a difRcult or 
unvleasant situation: They were cundemmd 0 a 

o The soldiers wncernd  were con##!& lo bur- 
racks(= had to stay in the bamcks, as a punish- 
ment), 2 ~f a person 1s confined t o  bed, etc., they 
have to stay in bed, etc. because they m illlsick 
or mnjured: She wasconJTned l o  bed with theflu. 
o He lvas #@Red to u w?zeeIchoir after the Mr 
mcuiens. 
+be+v+prep 

confront pacan8~.mtl 

con'front sb wlth 5th to make sb face or deal 
with an unpleasant or difficult person or situ- 
ation:Hewflontedherwzthochorcektmher 
career or their reloli0ndtip 
+v+nlpn+prep  

be con'fmnted wlth sth m have sth in front of 
you that you have to deal with or react to: Most 
people when confronW wwtth a horse wflllpai i f .  
@tw+v+prep 

lifeof hardship. BEQ sb (to sthl ~0flJufe pknnd3alr)l 
Condemn sb to sth is nsually used in the 

passive. ,conjure sWMh 'up to make sWsth appear aud- 

&v+nlpmn+pmp denly or unexpectedly# as if by magic: She cun- 
jured uu a ahree-cvursemeal in half an hour! 

Cone fiaun; AmE kwnl 

,cone 5th 'off to close a r m d  or part of a m a d  
with specid mloured plastic objects that have a 
round base and a point at the top (trafflc cones): 
Pasl of the r od  wus mned ofl while repnirs 
done. 

Cone 8th ofYis usually used in the passive. 
e v + a # v + n  v+ntprm+adv 

con'flde In sb to tell sb a secret or a piece of 
information that you wouldn't tell other people: 
Can I c o n w  in you? o Do you haus nfriend that 
you can confide in? 
@g mdmr,trlend + v + prep 

confine /kan~am/ 

eon'flne sbmth to sth; con?ltw youmlf to 
sth to keep sblsthlyourself inside the Iimjtsof a 
particular activ~tJI subjed, area, etc: T h  w r k  
will not be confined to rhe G h g o w  a m .  o I will 
co@m mysewto h k i w  at the penbdfmm 19IW 
lo 1916 

llmlt sth to Ibllth, nMFt uWfithlywr- 
self (to sth) 

Confine ~Wsthlyoumelf to 8th is oflen 
used m the  passive. 
Q v + nlpmn + prep 

v + a & + n  + v+pron+adv r v+n+advlless 
fmueno 

,conJure sth 'up 1 tomakea picture, amemom 
erc. appear in your mknd: word 'bltrhday 'm- 
jures up images of p m h  and parties. o The 
song conjured upmemorits of rwrmsummmewn- 
ings. ESTi Image, pleture, dskns, rnemorler 
lav., evoke sth (mreforma~ 2 to ask a spir~t of a 
dead person to appear, by using amagic ceremony 
@v+adv+n + v+prcln+adv* v+n+adv(less 

f w u e n 0  

conk h ~ k ;  ~ m ~ k a a k ,  kaakl  

,conk 'out (ii@rmal or humorous) 1 if a vehicle 
or a machine mlrs mt, it stops working: Our 
cur mnked oui 5 m~le~Jsom home. 2 ~f a wrson 
conks out, they fall asleep because they arevery 
tired: She was so trmd she came home and conked . -  - 
aut at eight a'cIock. 3 (aid-fashioned, 5rE)  (of a 
person) to collapse or become unconscious 4 
(Amm to die: The okfguy looh as if he'sgoing to 
mnkoutnny minute. 
@ v + &  

connect /kahekt/ 

con,ned ath "up(@ a: con,nen3 'up(to rth) 
tojoln slh  to a supply of electricitx gas, water, 
etc. or to another p~ece of equipment; to be 





COSY (AmEcory) I'kauei;dmE'komil 
(cosies, eosylng, c m i d ,  wsled) 

, m y  'up to sb (tnforml, eqmhl ly  A m  to try 
to become friendly with sb, especially in order to 
galn an advantage for yourseK She's only 
cowing up lo him bemuseshe needr hishdp, 
EZ3 evdtik up to sb{BrE, l f s  frwwnt) 
Qv+adv+pmp 

cotton /btn;AmE'kam/ 

,cotton 'on (to sth) (Informl) to come to under- 
stand or realize sth without being told directly: 
She mlfons on quickly. o It t w k  him a whik 
lo cotton on to what I was trying to say. 
ZEW catch on (to 8th) 
+v+adv 

'cotton to sbtsth (OM-fashioned, AmE, w o r -  
man to begin to like or  approve of sblsth: IdiXn-i 
much miton to the idm alfirst. 

Cotton to sb 1s oflen wed in negative sen- 
tences. 
0 V + P ~  

,cough "ppcough sth 'up(irbfom0 l (mw- 
ciaIly RrO to pay for sth or  give sb money unw ill- 
Ingly: You o m  me f20. Cvm on, wugh up!o 
Don't rough up the money mtlf thejub'sfinIsheoI. 
IEE) pay up2(BrE)toadmitsthorgivesbinfor- 
mationunwillingly: Comeon, coughup: where've 
you been? own up (to sthno dolng 8th); wn- 
fess (to sthlto doing slh) (tnoreformd) 
@ v+adv 4 v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

,cough sth 'up to Toroe sth out of the throat or  
lungs by coughing: He's been coughing up b M .  
EE blood 
6 v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

,count a'gainst sb to be a disadvantage to sb: 
I'm sure that being late for the interview munted 
ugrsinst me. 
)8YN) wlgh eplnst sb (fb-rrmO 
A v+nrrm v .  F - F  

,count a'mong sbMh: ,count stusth 
a'mong sth to be conside&, or  to consider 
sblsth, to be part of the group mentioned: She 
muntsumong thelop ten marathon runners in the 
country. o The h n d  count John Lennon among 
thew illflllems.. 01 no W e r  munfed myself 
amow hisfria& 

,count 'down (to sth), ,count sth 'down to be 
waiting for an important or exciting day# event, 
etc. and be comtmg the number of days, min- 
utes,etc. therearebeforeit: The who& world was 
counting &wn to the m w  millennium. o I'm 
counting down thedays until my trip. 
+v+abv v+adv+n * v+nlpron+adv(mre) 
b 'cwnMorm (to ath) n 1 the act of counting 
backwards to zero, for example before a space- 
craft is sent into space 2 the period immed~ately 
before sth important happens 

,Count sb 'In to include sb ln a group or  a n  activ- 
ity if you're going to Iha theatm? you can count 
me in. 

deal sb In ( h f l r r r m R  raPP, wunt sb aut 
Q v + nlprm + adv 

,oounl 'off (Am if people count off, they say 
loudly in  order the numbers they have been 
glven: He mndeewryonemwal + v+adv 

'count on s h t h ;  'count on dolng sth; 
'count on sbisth dolng sth (also 'eount 
upon rblsth, 'count upon dolng ath, 'count 
upon sblsth doing sth more formal) to rely on sb 
todosth; toexpect s thto  happenandmakeplans 
in an appropriate way: You can munf on me! o 
?'m sure he'll heb us. ' 'Won't counl on 1s. ' o  She 
M n ' t  counled on going swimming when she 
packed. o J'm counting on your support, o I'm 
coun!lng on you to support me. 
BE3 bank on sblsth, bnnkon dolng sth, bank 
an sWsth ddng sth; reckon on sblsth, reekon 
on dolng sth, reckon on sblsM dolng ath 
UEjB These phrasal verbs can be used In the pas- 
S ~ V Y  S ~ P  can !w counted upon to conrribulegood 
id~as. 
Q v + prep v + prep+nlpron 4 to inf 

,counl sb 'out: ,count sb 'out d sth (@for- 
rttu0 to not inctude sb In a group or an abivlty: 
You m y  enjoy those gmws, brat you can munf me 
out. 
E B  deal sb out, deal sb out of sth 
)OPP) wunf ab In 
6 v + nlpron + adv * v + nlpron + adv+ pmp 

.Count sth 'out to count coins, etc. one by one 
and put them somewhere: He munted out the 
exact m o m  (on ttwmunm). 
EZEl money, change, notedcolns 
+v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

,count toWards sth ( a h  ,wunl to'werd 8th 
esminl ly  Anal3 to be included as part of sth you 
hope to obtain or  ach~eve: MarksJrom thIs lest 

Count g ~ s *  among s ~ s t h  is morp fm munl lowrdsyourfinalgmde. o These sales will 
quent than count among &b/$th: ~ g y p t  ,um not count toward meeting the hetam. 
counted among the most mwerf~~l wunvrps In the EEiQ Count t o w d s l k o w a r d  s t h  can be used 
world. the passive: These payments may be counted 
Q v + prep * v +  nlpmn + prep t o w i d s  your pension. 

( ~ v + P ~ P  

,count s b t h  'up to add together the number of 
t h l n ~  or p o p e  in a gmup: Count up #henumber 
of t imyora'w been abroad. 
E E l  number 
W Count sblsth is wed with the same mean- 
ing. 
6 v+abr+n v+dpmn+adv 

'count upon sbtsth:'eount upon dolng 8th; 
'count on sbisth doing sth = COUNT ON 
S B ~ S T H ,  COUNT ON DOING STH, COUNT ON S ~ S T H  
DOING STH 

couple pknpil 

'couple sbMh wlth shusth to link one pwson, 
thing or s~tuation with another: The Inrgenum- 
ber of new graduates, coupled with high 
memploymt,  means that there isfirce competi- 
tion forjobs. 

Cauple sblsth arlth sbhth is usually wed 
in  the passlve. + v + nlpron + prep 

,Corer sth 'wet Iwlth Ith) to cwer  sth com- 
pletely, especially to hide or protect it: Put the 
bulbs In a bowl and w w r  them over with mil. o 
The shopping mll is covered over with an m r -  
mousglms rmj! 

Cover 6th (with sth) is used more often 
with thismeaning. 
+v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

,cover 'up; ,cover pummtf 'up (with sth) to 
put on more clothes: Make sure you m w r  up 
before going out m the sun. o Cover yourself up 
It'smkl, 
@v+adv. v+pmn+adv 

 wet 'up (for sb/sth), ,owsr 8th 'up to try 
hard to stoppeople finding oulabouta mistake, a 
crime, etc.; to hide the truth about sth: He's 
aIwop cowing  up for  he^ o The government's 
attempts t o w w r  up thesim&I failedled 
@ E l  scandal, rnlatake, truth FEE) conceal *HI 
(rnomJormC), hMs sth 
Q v + a d v  v+adv+n 4 v+prorn+adv r v*n+adv 

( l e s s f w w n t )  
b 'corer-up n [usually sing.] an act of hiding a 
mistake, a crime, etc: The opposition aauwd the 
governmentof a muer-up 

,cover sblsth 'up to put sth aver sbMh in order 
to hide or  protect themlit: You mn cover up ugly 
g r w  wlth mcdm boxes. o There was something 
on the table cowred up wilh a cbih. 
e v + a d v + n  + v+nlpmn+adv 

I crank up ......................................... ~ ..,........... ~ 

crack m k {  

,crack ' d m :  ,crack 'dawn an sbtsth t o m  
harder to prevent people breaking a rule, using 
sth harmful, committing a crime, etc. and deal 
severely with t h w  who do: Police am cwcklng 
down hard on d r u ~  dwIm. o Thgouexnment is 
cracking down on misleading food labelling. 
B clamp down,clarnp down on sblrth 
@v+adv v+adv+prep 
b 'cmc kdown (on sWsth) n were action that is 
taken to prevent m p l e  m r n i t t i n g  a crime, 
opposingthe government, etc: apoIicecmckdown 
on m r c r i m  

,crack 'on (wffh sth) ( B E ,  inj%rmal) to work hard. 
and do sth quickly: W'd better crack on with the 
painting Wore it getsdork. 
B get on (with Blh) 
(g v+adv 

$rack 'up (informal) to bearme physically or  
mentally ill bemuse you are under pressure: 
She'scmEkingupunderthestmin. 
+v+adv 
t 'erackup n (informal, e s p d d f v  A m  a 
period of mental illness caused by pre88ure 

,crack 'up; ,creek sb 'up (infoml) to start 
laughing a lot; to make sb laugh a lot: - M y  
crocked up when he fefl ouer o She's sofwrny - 
she cracks ??I,? up! 
)av*) crease up, c- sb up (BrE) 

Crack sb up is not used in the passive. 
.Qv+adv v+nlpron+adv 

be ,cracked 'up to k rth (infwmnl) to be as 
good, clwet exciting, etc. as people think or  say 
sbtsth is: Stardom is notoll rt'scraclred up lo k, o 
She'snotasgmdasshe's#up tobe. 

cram / b m /  ~-mm-) 

,cram 'Into 8th: ,cram s h t h  'In; ,oram 
s b l s t h  'Intlnto sth to go into a placeor space 
that 1 s t ~  small foreveryoneleverything: to push 
or force sblsth Into a place or  space that is too 
small: Six of us cram& inlo Rob's Mini, o l 
only hadthreedaysin New Yo&, butlcmmmed in 
as much s i g h w i n g  as I could o He m m m d  all 
the sweets into his mouth. o You wn'l crom eight 
children in& thecur! 
e v + p r e p  * v+nlpmn+sdv e v+adv+n * 

v* nlpmn + pt6-p 

,crank sth'out~lnfoml,esp~cin~ArnC)topm 
duw sth quickly and in large amounts: Theghnt  
mncmnkoul about 63rrarsan hour 

chum sth out; turn 8th out 
&v+adv+n * v+nlpmn+adv 

,crank sth 'up (informno T to make a machine 
start working orwork M e r l l ' s t i m B m k  up 
theaircooditioni~. 2 to make music,etc. louder: 



crash 66 ........ ,,,.."...- ..... ~.......~......~..m............-.... - ..... ~ .................... ...~........r...~~.....~........m............~ .................- 

TiW mnked the music up when the plrty * Fa3 muse, rnlumo rn turn Ith up 
(morelbrmal) 
+v+nlpmn+sdv 4 r+adv+n 

crash 1-11 
,crash a'round (also ,emah a ' M m u n d  mpe. 

crnlly B r a  (iqformal) to move around makin$: a 
lot of noise: I hmrd her mashing about in the 
bathmm 
(bv+adu 

,crash 'dorm to fall with a wry loud nab Pa?i- 
sewem hud a lucky esmpe whm a huge t m  
crushsd down om% a bus. o John3 hod  cam 
m h f n g  d m n  on the hble (= he hit the table 
hard with his hand). o @gumtiw) All my 
d m m s  cum ElPshing down around m8 (= I 
complebely failed in what I wanted to do). 
=Crash down is usually followed by a 
phrase beglrmrng with a prepition. 
&v+adv 

,crash 'out ( i m m l ,  BrE) to go to 
sleep because you are very tired: I uxrs so ti& I 
crushed out tnon mmchail: 
IBB Rake wl (BrE) 
6 v+adv 

,Crash 'ad of 8th (h sport) to l m  a game vesy 
badly and so not be able to continue to take part 
in a competition. Englnnd crashed out of the 
World Cup 
W T h i s  phrasal verb Is used espedally in 
newspapers. 
@v+edv+prep 

,Crash 'round (-2yBrE) =CRASH A R O U ~  

crawl ~rs.11 
'crawl wfth sbl& (usually t&d in theprog?~  

srw tenses) to be full of moving people, animals, 
Insects, etc. in an unpleasant way: The plum Is 
cmwlmg with mpsl 
m poll-, irn& 
@ v + w e ~  

, c r e a m  s W h  'off to take away the best people 
or things in a group or an amount of money, usu- 
ally for your own advantage: The bestpupiils are 
creamed of into special classes. o The mmpany's 
direnorsareverrrnrng of fhepro$rs. 
Q)v+a&+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,crease 'up; ,eream sb 'up ( B E ,  tqformak) to 
start laughing; to make sb start laughtng: We &I1 
mad up whm we m w  her hrri!oHkprc- 
gmmm olways cremes me up. 
BE) crack up,cmk sb up 
Q v+adv * v+rdpmn+adv 

' c r e d l t  A with 8; 'credit B to A 1 to believe 
that sWsth is responsible for sth or for doing sth, 
espec~ally sth good: Bath is credited wrth per- 
forming thefirst solo on a p h  o S h e d i t s  her 
gmd looks and InieIIigem lo herfutk'sside of 
the family. 2 2 consider thatsblsth hasaparticu- 
lar g o d  quality or characteristic: I had c d l f e d  
him with more m. o Numemus haollh W t s  
are credit& lo this natuwloli. 

Credit A with B is often used in the  pa^+ 
sive. 4 You can also use the pattern credit sbisth 
as s th ,  especially in the passive: The cheetd  is 
generally credit4 as the world 'sf~shtanimal.  
@ v + dpmn + prep 

,creep 'in; ,creep 'into 8th to start happening 
or effecting sblsth gradually: I thought I'd 
H d ,  but then doubts slarterl io cteep in, o A 
hint qf samzsm mpt mio hls v o h .  o Mare and 
more @reign wards are creeping inlo the h- 
gmge. 
Qv+adv+v*prep 

,creep ~rsbMhifafaelhgcreepsoveryou, 
or an expression creeps over your face, it grad- 
ually affects you: Afeeling of tiredness h a a n  to 
creepoverher o Asly smfkcrepr over her lip, 
B?3 steal over sblsth 
Q v+prev 

,creep 'up l if a price, anamount ptc. -ps up, 
~t rises very mdually HouseprLm are smrrtng 
to c m p  up. 2 (on sb) to mow nearer to sWsth 
slowly and quietly wrthoul being seen or heard: 
Wn'f m p  up on me like thni! o JacR crept up 
behindme. ,sr*, -1 up (on sb) 
+v+adv 

,Creep k ~ p  8b 1 if anevent,adate, etc ci-eepa 
up on you, it arrives before you are really ready 
for it: The exams jwtseemd io creep up on me. 2 
if a feeIin& etc. cmps up on you, it starts to 
affect you More you realize it: Anomio mn 
creep up on younggirls when they h s t p ~ ~  It. 
+v+adv+pmp 

,crop 'up ( W o r m d l  to appe91, happen, etc. when 
it is not e m e d :  Imn'l make it tonight -some 
thing's #p& up. o Her rrcune keeps cropping 
up everywhere. 

corns UP + v+adv 

Cross / h m ; A m E h x /  

,cross M h  'm ,cross s h t h  'off nth to 
remove sb's name or an item from a list by draw- 
ing a line through kt because you have dealt with 

themlit or theylit are no longer involved: Ows 
fl any items m'w already got, o Jane w n 2  & 
coming,so~wnaar;sherofthelist. 

daW rth (moreformal) 
ev+nlpmn+adu v+adv+n v + n l p m n * m  

,cross sth 'outfthmg h to remm words from 
a text hy d r a w ~ n ~  $ line Ull?~~gh tYlem, usually 
becaugc they are wrong: I cmwd his name out 
and wmle mine r~1~6ead. 4 You've spell it wrong 
Cross it out ondm WUZR 
EEl word, name lE9 &I& 8th ( m o m ~ m a l )  
@v+n/pmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,cross 'wer 1 ( a h  ,- 'over rth) (@@dally 
BrE) to go h m  one side of sth, for example a 
roadlstreet, a room, etc. to the theother Let's rross 
over lo the otherside. o Sheoossadouer the mad. 

roed, brldgm 2 ( I W  eth) to m m  h m o n e  
style or type of music, cultwe, politim, etc. to 
another; to wmb~ne parts of different styles or 
types: They're e blues h n d  who hnue smmz&d 
in c m I n g  ouer io.Klzz. 
el  v+a& hr* v+prep 

2v+adv 
' e m -  n a mmmful mmbinatlon of dif- 

ferent styles or types of music or cul- a suo 
m s l l  change b m  one style or type to another: 
a fresh and lexciting m k & e e  c m r  oa 
m w r  artist 

, o m s  sth 'through =moss STH O U T ~ ~ H R O U G H  

crouch m ~ t  
'emueh over sbMth to bend aver sWsth so grm 

are near therru'lt: She crmch&d over the injaved 
m, checkin$ his ~uounds. 

e' V + P ~ P  

,crowd a'round; , e d  a'mund sb,sth 
( e ~ m b l f y A m F )  =CROWD ROUND, CROWU ROUND 

SB/STH 

,crowd 'In; ,cmwd 'Into 8th to move In large 
numbers into a small place: As s w n  as h doors 
OpeneoI people h g a n  .to crowd in 0 we all 
cmwdad into the I#. o @guratiue) Memories she 
would mlher f o m  mme mdhg In o @g- 
nmtiue) Dottbtscroded indomy mind. 
E B  plle in, plle Into sM 
&v+adv + v+prep 

,crowd s m h  'In; ,crowd rbmth 'intofonto 
8th to put a large number of people or things 
into a small space: I doubt iS we can mud any 
marepeople in - lheploce i spcktdalmzdj t  o We 
wem ell crowded inio a smfl a m  behrnd the 
goal 
EZE) crmm Wath In, cmn rbhth IMnk sth: 
pack lbhth In, p c k  sWsth into sth 
Qv+nlpron+a& v+adu+n + v + n l p m n + m  

,crowd 'In (on ab) if high b u U d ~ .  mountains, 
etc. m d  in, they seem to surround you and 
threaten you or have a strong erect on you: The 
high l u a l C F d  lo muroI in (on her). o @urn- 
tiw) He tried lo restst the fmm that were wowding 
in on him 
+v+abu+prsp 

,Crowd 3- 'OM0 Sth = CROWD S B ~  IN, 
CROWD SBlSTIl INTO/ONTO STH 

,crowd sblsth 'out; ,crowd sbrsth Tout d 
sth if a number of people or thinp cmwd out 
other people or things, they are present in such 
large numbers that there is no mom for anyone 
or anything else: Tourists m muding the regu- 
lar customers out of the bok oVigumttw) Small 
shops are mrreosingly k i n g  mwded out by the 
big supmmarkets. 
EE@ squ- sb/m out, sq-s sblsth out 
of sth 
+v+nlpmn+arhr v+adv+n * 

v + Npmn * adv+ prep 

,crowd 'round: , e m  'round abmth (EW 
ctnlIy BrE) (AmBusually , c d  a'mund, ,WOW 
a'mund ablsth) to gather in large numbers 
around sblsth h p k  lwre #loding omund .ta 
see w h t  mas g o i w  on. o Faw crou&d round 
him lo &for hisuulograph. 
&v+adu + v+prep 

crumple ~IWAWW 

,crumple sth 'up to crush sth. espedally a piece 
of paper, into a ball: She munpM his W r  up 
lullhoutewn lookingat ft. 
m mpsr + v+nlpron+adr 4 v+adv+n 

'cry for sth to ask for or d m d  5th In afo- 
or urgent way: The fmliesof the vuictimsumrry- 
ingf ir  justim o Lirrlen! That sounds Iik# m m  
aodV v i n g  != d i n g M o r  help 
k3G help, mercy 
e v + prep 

,cry 'off; ,cry 'off sth: ,cry 'off ddw sth 
(BE) to dwide not to do 8th gnu have promised 
or agreed to do: We'damnged Dgo together but 
Luis craw at the last moment. o W b  didyou 
cty OR frair~mg h t  nighi? 
EYB pull cut, pull out of ath, pull oul d dolng 
ath 
+ s e @ n I s o ~ ~ ~  OFF, BEG OFF STH, BEG OFF WIND 
STH 
Qv+aduav+pmp 

,cry 'out to make a Iwd sound without words 
because you are hurt, afhid, surprised, etc: She 
criedout irtlwithpaim 
+v+am 



,cry "out sth to shout 5th loudly: Re s u d d d y  
mled out. 'Stop at om!' o She wuki hear a yoice 
crying o u  her name. 
a)v+adv+speech + v+edv+n 

for ,clyTng out 'loud! Is&en, ir$ormaBused 
to show that you m surprised or angry about 
sth: For ayrngouf Iolrd! Whnt dtdyou do thatfor? 

,cry 'OM agalnsl sth to protest strongly about 
sth: m p l e  haue been crying out agoinsi this 
ahlrseforyaars. 
& v +adv + prep 
b 'adcry (againsWaUmr sth) ra [C] a public 
reaction of strong protest against sth: There fs 
sure to h a  nmsiveoumyaga lnsCthepro~l s .  

,cry 'out tor sth (usually used in thepmgmsiw 
tenses) to clearly need sth very quickly: The 
m u p  ~cryingoutfornewmemba.  o Thewhole 
sy$tm was crying~u&@re mdimlmu~w. + v + a&+ prep 

cuddle 
,cuddle 'up (tdagurna mb), ,,cuddle 'up 

together If children, pets, etc. cuddle up, they 
sit or lie close to each other or sb else, because 
they need warmth or comfort, or want to show 
afFection: Jack cuddkil up 50 his mothel: o The 
cu bscuddk up together for wurrmth. 
IE9 anuggln up (totagalnst sblath) 
@ vtadv * v+adv+adv 

,cuddk 'up ta s k t h  IBrE, fr&md, mre) to 
try to be friendly to sb in order to gain an advan- 
tage lor yourself: Just bf&r@ the eMIon thay 
starredcuddling up to thrgouemment. 
FB33 cosy up to sb 
&v+adv+prsp 

'eulmlnate In sth (aIsul'culmlnatm wHh ath b 
frequent) (formal) to end with a particular result 
or conclusion, or at a particular point: The new 
t u r t i o m c u k m i ~ t & h c a n ~ ~ g m n t ~ p t a b C &  
aI1 sides. 
@ V + P ~ P  

curl lk3-1; AmEkxrll 

,curl 'up; be ,curled 'up 1 to lie down or sit 
down with your back curved and your lolea and 
arms close to your body: I hue curling up in an 
nrmchair with a gOOd h k .  o The cut was c& 
up asleep under the bush. 2 if the edges of pages, 
leaves, etc. curi up they bend towards the mid- 
dle: T h e m e s  hadal[carled up at fhemrws. 
Qv+adv b e + v + m  

,curl sth 'up: ,curl yourself +up to h d  
sthlpurself intoa tightcurvedshape: ShecuM 
b~rlegs up underher on Iheso/a. o Henvledhim- 
SPY up undPr lhemver~ and went tosleep 
9 v + nlpron + adv 

CUT* M:s; AmEkxm1 

be 'cursed with sth to have or suEer Bnm 5th 
bad: He was c u r d  with pmr heulthfrom, chiW 
hoad o r ' u e a l w s  been cursed with bad luck. + be+v+pmp 

,curteln ath off (fmm 8th) to ~epmak part of a 
room with a curtain or curtains: A comer of the 
rwmrwscurloinadofl 
@v+dpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

cUf ~kntl(cutt~ng, cut, cut) 

-- 

,cut a'cross 8th I (ah,cut mmugh am) totake 
a short route (a short cut) across a place instead 
of going around it: W'lbgel them quicker If we 
cut m s s  #he@&. 2 to affect or be true for 
p p l e  in different groups that usually remain 
separate: Opposition lo the proposal cuts m s s  
w r t y  b o r n r i p s .  @!!I boundary, dlvlslen 3 to 
interrupt and stop sth: The sound of the fire 
akarm cutacross h ~ ~ a t t e m p i  lo e*phin. 
+ V + P ~ P  

,cut sth a'way ( h m  sth) to remove 5th by cut- 
tlng with a knkn or a sharp tool: W a m y  my 
dead branches. 
Qv+adv+n r v+n!pmn+edu 

,cut 'back (on sth) 1 to reduce 8th such as the 
amount sb spends or produces: The rslaesslon 
means that everyome Is cutting hck o We've had 
to cut back on stuff ta saw mnqr 2 (especially 
dmE) to eat, dr~nk or use less of a particular 
thing, usually for your health: I smoke too much. 
Imusbcut back. o Thedoclor'slold melocut back 
on red w t .  
4 S&?akO CUT STH BACK 1; CUT DOWN 
Q v + a d v  
r 'cutback (la m)n [usually p1.J a reduction in 
sth: cutbacksinpubIkspe~ing 

,cut sth 'back 1 to reduce sth a lot, especially to 
save money or improve the envimnment or your 
health* Governmentfunding Is king  back. o 
We haue agreed lo cut back CFC e m ~ l o l l s  by the 
end of the centup? EkCi pmductlon, spending, 
pllutlon IG9 pare sth down (to sth), pnm sth 
back (to 8th) Cut sth back is offen used m 
the passive in t h ~ s  meaning. 2 to  reduce the size 
of a plant, a bush, etc by cutting parts off: That 
rose bush needscutting back a Iot. EB3 bush, tree 
FEE) prune nth 
e v + a d v + n  4 v+pron+adv v+n+adv(less 

f w w n t )  

,cut 'down (on MI) 1 to reduce the amount or 
quantity of sth: R&lng c u b  dOwn on wie. o 
f 'uespentEwmuch a l d y  thismonth -I'lthave 
lo cut down r! bit C =  spend less money). 2 to mn- 
sume, use or buy less of 5th: TAe doclor's told me 
to cut down on fatty foods. o I h u m ?  sloppad 
smoking, buiI'wcutdown lofiveadas: 
+ S e e ~ l k d C U T  STH DOWN 1; CUT BACK 
e v + a d v  

,cut sb 'down @mi, &A') teU sb: He wasm 
down bypnewmnloatan early age. 

Cut sb down is often used in the passive In 
this meaning. 
Qv+dpmn+adv v+&*n 

,Cut sblsth 'down (AmE, & f i i l )  to make sb 
fwl or look stupid, especially in h t  of other 
people: He always cuLs her d o m  in fmnd of his 
friendsh o She's aiwa~vscutting down my li&&k. 

put ab down 
+v+nlpron+adv b v+adv+n 

cut sb dOIYnte 'aim toshowsbthat they are 
not as important a s  they think they are 
b 'culdown IAmQ (BrE 'put4own) n (in@rnwO 
a remark orcrltictsm that is intended tomakesb 
feelor look stupid 

put sih 'down 1 to reduce the amount or gum- 
tity of 9th: M w s m  wen fntrd&ta cW down 
the numbw of road &n#s inwlulng children. 
o The miicy a i m  at cutlfng down exhulrst emis- 
sions. number, wsw, amount BYK) redwe 
sth (more form0 W Cut sth can also be used 
w~th thls meaning. Cut sth, not cut 13th down is 
usel for lPduc~ng the cost or the prlce of sth: Pet- 
m0gasprrceshnve beencuE. - tseeabcuT DOWN; 

CUT STH BACK 12 to makea tree, etc.fdl down by 
cutting it at the base: Eumy time we cut a tree 
down, ure p h t  o new one. BEl  hee IE9 chop 
sth d m :  fell s t t ~  ((more furma0 3 to redurn the 
length of sth. P k c u t y o w a r t l c l e  down lo 1 DW 
words, shorten sth (more f o m n  W Cut 
sth can also be used with t h ~ s  meanlng. 
Qv+adv+n * v+nipron+adv 

,cut 'In d (on sblsthF to interrupt sblsth: 'Listen to 
me!' s f u  cut In impatknt$ Interrupt 
( s b l l t h ) + w a h ~ u ~  INTO STH 22(on sWsth)(of 
a vehicleor a driver) to move suddenly in front of 
anotherwhfcle in admgerousway, leaving little 
$paw between the two vehicles: The lorry cur in 
Ion me) sradde* andlhad m bmkesRarpIy. 3 (of 
an engine, a motor or a piece of equipment) to 
start working automaticalb especially after 
another source of power has failed: f l  rhpowff  
fails, Ihe genemtor will cut in. EE) kick in 4 
( A M ,  irlfbrmab to push in front of people who 
have been waiting In a line: Someone trred 6o cut 
in in front of us. o She saw somefriends in l h  
andcutin with them. push In(BrEl 
~ v + a d v l a l s o v + a d v + q e e c h  

,cut sb 'in (on am) (tr&md) to include sb in a 
deal and give them a share of the proAts: Do you 
think w a n  cart Harris fn on thedwl? 

v + nlpmn + adv 

,cut 'Into sth 1 tomakearnark,an opening m a  
wound m sthwithakniie or& sharpobject: Make 
.?om pm'l guidelines Mrn you cut inlo the 
W. o The mp? was cutting fnto her wrists (= 
because it was very tight). EZi cake, mmat, e t ~  
2 to interrupt 9th: His itsin? cut into her thoughis. 
E!El thoughts 3 to begin to use part or too much 
of sb's time, 9th that belongs to sb else, etc: My 
mrh-3 cuamng inlo my free I m  at Ik mml. o 
The rndependent stations are cutting inta our 
audience. E E  tlnm mcmach M u p n  sth 
(moreformcrD 
e v + v r e p  

,cut sb 'off 1 to rekw to let sb hawe any of your 
money or property after youdie: Hecut hlssonm 
without aperwx EIJ Mn, daughter EE) dlaln- 
hedl s b ( m r e f o r m a ~ + s e e s s h c u ~  SR OUT, CUT 
ss OUT OF STH 2 to end a relationship with sb 
because you do not want to see or talk to them 
any more: Hlsfnmily h u e  cut him ofl since he 
&Id them what he'd done. 3 to interrupt a tele- 
phone conversation by bmklng the connection: 
Opemtoc I'wjust been cut fl Cut sb off is 
usually used in the passive In this meaning. 
4 l,lv+ntpron+a* v+adv+n(lessfmquent) 

3v+nlpmn+adv 
be CUI off In ywr 'prlme to dle s u d W  

when ynu are still young, strong and ~uc~essf l l l  
,cut sbrsth 'off 1 (also ,cut Fu-W 'off) (fmm 

sbtsth) to separate sWsthlyourself physically or 
soclaUy from otherpeople orthing?.: Hisd&aess 
cut him Mfmm hisfamily andfriends. o She rut 
herself oflfmm music ofzer her murriuge. o Why 
hm he C&f off all contact wlEh h r ~  family? o The 
farm gels mmpletely cut ofl in the wlntez o Vig- 
umtlw) Politicmm are cut flj?um the reality of 
powrly. lsolate sb/sthlywmetl (fmm 
sblsth) bEm Cut ~Wsthlyourself off is often 
used in the passive in this meaning: 1heEhfIdwn 
were cut off 8 the tide. 2 to interrupt sb when 
they are speaking: He cut me o r  m mtd-senlence. 
o My expbnntion luas abruptly cut f l3  to stop 
the supply of gas, water or electricity to sb"s 
home: T h e w  cvmpuny ihrenlened tocut them ofl 
U they dkfn'lpqv the bill. o The lutriersupply Rad 
been cutofld ( A m 0  =CUT sslsm UP A sporls cor 
cut m ofl as I turned inlo t h ~  he 5 to prevent 
sb &om reaching or leaving a place; to stop sb: 
T?y tocut him ofl at the trqfEc lighis. 
~v+nlpmn+adv*v+adv+n  
b 'cut& n an act of stopping sth 
4 see also CUT-OFF a t c u ~  STH OW; CUT-OW at 
CUT STH O F F ,  CUT STH OFF STH 



,cul sth 'off :to block or get h the way of sth, etc: 
The polioe cut off all their amp? mules o The 
new hotel cuts off ow ulew of t h e m  
EZil rwta, aid, wpplbs 

v+&dv+n + v+nlpmn+adr 
b '~~4nagointorallmitwhenywstopsth:a 
c u t ~ f f  m oid o Whot Is the m t f l  datefor mgb 
tratwn? 
-t seeaLFo CUT-OFF at CUT SBISTH OFF: CUT-OPF at 
CUT STH OFF, CUT STH OFF 8TH 

,cut sth '&, ,cut sth 'off 8th to remove sth by 
cuttingit with a knife ora sharp tool: Xeculofl a 
metre of clothfrwn the roll. o Mint9 you olon'f cut 
yourfingem off! o She's had ail her hair cut 08 
o~lhephloislooh~forfhef~m,cutabirofl 
theitp. 0 ~~fyrumtiue)Fiws~condshasbeencut off 
the w r l d  m r d .  

chopsthetf,chopsUloWsth 
ev+nlpron+adv * v+adv+n + v + r d p n ~ + w p  
t 'cut& n [pl.] tmuse&pmts that have been 
made shorter by cutting off part of the l ep  
t 'cvl-df udj [only before noun] cut-off lmu- 
$ergpants have been made shorter by cutting OR 
part of the legs 
+see also CUT-OFF at CUT S B ~ T H  OFF: CUT-OFF at 
CUT STH OFF 
b 'offevl n (es~ially BrE) a piece of wood, 
pawr, etc. that remains after the maw piece haa 
been c u t  

,Cut pumetf ' d ( f r a n  sb/ah) =CUT SB OFF 1 

,cut 'out if an endne or a motor cub mat, it sud- 
denly stops working: Oneof rhenlmqWsersgines 
cut our. 
Qv+adv 
t 'cut-out n (qwddb BEj a safety device that 
stops an el-ic current from flowing thmugh 
8th: A m t ~ u t s l o p s  the h e l e  b i l i n g d r ~  
-,see a h  CUT-OUT at CUT STH OUT, CUT STB OUT 
OF STH 

,cut 'out; ,cut 'out of sth (A@ 'I (of a vehicle 
or a driver) to move suddenly sideway8 out of a 
line of irafiic: DHyousee the way the car infsont 
cut out? 2 (oldfmhioned, slang) to leave: lh cut- 
tingout(of here). Seeyou kter 
+v+adu + v+adv+prep 

,cut sb 'ow, put sb 'out of sth to not allow sb 
to be involved In sth: U w de[iwr She- our. 
selws, we mn cut out the middlemn. o Dan't cut 
yourprpnis out of your l imf o Shecutme out of 
her wiii (= refused to let me have any of her 
money or property after she died). 
+ s e e a t s o c u ~ s a 0 ~ ~ 1  
e v * a d v + n  v+nEpron+&* 

r+nlpmn+adv+prep 
,cut sth 'out 1 to make sth mmmwry: Cut out 
some of the &inntrailon by cvrnpuiarriing 
your mu&. o The new fost tmin miceculsout 
the & for a long bus jwmey. E!J need 2 
(&r&~rmol) to stop doing, using or eating sth: I've 
cut out SWWU 10 hy 10 IOSe wight. EZEi smoking, 

dmk, *w*str 3 (flyornmf) to block Ught or 
sound: That tm infront of the window cuts out 
the lighl. llgM nolse rmFO block ah wt 4 
(imrman used to tell sb to stop doing or Baying 
sth that is annoying you: Im sick of you t w  
orguur~-jlrsl cut it w t !  o Nowmtouttkjokts 
andpay ablention!FEi It ,  (hat 5 to make sth by 
cutting: T h g  mnnn~ed ta cut out a m t h  through 
the jungle. 
&v+n/prm+adv + v+&+n 

,cut sth 'od, ,out sth 'out d 8th I ta remwe 
sth you want h m  sth larger by cuttIng to cut 
the shape of s t h h m  a piece of fabric, paper, etc: 
Simply cut oul and return the @upon. o She cut 
the article out of the n e w w m  o 5% children 
enjoy cutting shrrpes out of mlourerb paper EZ34 
artlcle, plctwm 2 to remove sth bad from sth by 
cutting I cut out the bad parts of the apple. 3 
( in f i rmi )  to leave sth out of a piece of writmg, 
etc: You cancutout the unimportnnt W i h .  IE3 
omk 5th 
+v+nlpmn+edv v+adv+n 

v+nlprm+adv+prep 
EPd ham ywr Wwk cut out ( l b r y w ~ ~ I ) t o  
face a difficult task or situation: You'llhawyour 
work cut out lo baat him. 
b 'cubout n a shape cut out of pper, wood, etc: rr 
mrdhardcutouf 
+SW~!SOCUT-OUT~~CW O W  

be ,cut 'out for sth; be ,ed 'out to dohe 
d h  (imrman to hawthequalities andabilfties 
needed ror 5th: Idon't think I'm cut out for mun- 
Irylfe.  o He'slwlcutorrtt6 hapolitician. 
fEX i l  This phrasal verb is usually used in negn- 
tiv? Pentences. 
6 be+v+adv+prep + be+v+adu+tolnf 

,out 'through sth 1 =CUT ACROSS S T H ~  Thepath 
cuts through ihe urwd o It should be q u W  if 
wcuathmqh town. x topass throughsthby cut- 
ting: iW!I thrs saw cut through metalfo Ifigum- 
tive) The sharp wind cut through his shirt o 
~ r r r n t i w )  ThepaIn cut through h im Iikea knire. 
3 to overcome a difficulty that is preventing you 
from making progress: Once you cut through the 
technics[ language the r e ~ r t  is msy to under- 
ssond. o The yacht cut smoothly through t k  
waves 4 to interrupt sth: His voice cur thmygh 
her thoughts. 
3 See Qh CUT STH THROUGH STH 

@V*PP 
,cut sth Thmughsthtemakeapathorwsage 

thmugh sth by cutting They hod to ltse their 
knives to cut a m l h  through th8 vdergmwU1. 
m Path 
3 SW 0 h C U T  THROUQW STH 
+v+nlpm+prep 

,cut sb 'up (ln@rmal) 1 to injure sb by cutting 
them with a knife, a piece of @as. etc: He was 
very bndly cut up in thjEght. 2 to rnake sb very 

ernof3omUy upset: She's still very cut up abut 
thedivom. Cut sb up isusually uwd in the 
m i v e  in this meaning. 
4 I v+nlpmn+adv + v+edv+n 

2 v+ nlpron + adv 
,cut sb!nth 'up (Brm @mF,wf .blah 'off) (of a 

vehicle or a driver) to suddenly drive in ftont of 
another vehicle in a dangerous way: Did you see 
how hecutme up? 
PZEj -we sblsth up 0 
&v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,cut sth 'up to divide sth into mall pieces with a 
knife or a sharp tool: Who's going to cut up the 
vegelabks? 
BE) chop sth up 
Qv+nlpmn+adv r v+a&+n 



dab ~drebi (-bb-) dmnw l~own a=tivi*r in the hous~tt~ mwket. 4 
(mi) to make a surface slightly wet by S P ~ ~ Y L W  %lab at a t  Wth sth)totouch sth, especially your a small amount of watetover it face, several times, quickly andlighw She- + @&+ . + won+ + w +  "+a& (-1 c r v h  and dobbitrp at her eves with a hndker. 

ch&f% ~t-gent~ydabbedothIsc~s w i thap im4f  
coL?on ml. 
mmwr,-m 

Dab 9th mn be wed wIth the m e  m a -  
lnr: Shedubbed her- with & handkernhid 
Q V + P ~ P  

,dab sth 'ott to remove sth such as a stain, sth 
yan have spilled on pth, etc. wlth quick, Ught 
movements: Dab t h  corn off mith yow hand- 
kerchlex 
ev+n lp rwr+wh+  v+adv+n 

,dab~th  'on(wnlrrth)toputsthonamdth 
quick, light movemen&: h b  h p n i n l  on with a 
sponge. o Shedabbedon a littleperfurn. 
Qv+rdpmn+adv. v+edu+n 

dabble ~dcebl/ 

'dabble In sh to take pwt In an activity or a 
sport, but not very seriously: She s w i m  t w h a  
week and hrss hen dabbling in wekht iminiw.  
e V * P ~ P  

%laally with sthhb (oklfimhlorwd) to thinkabout 
sth, do sthor treatsb in away that is not serious 
enough: They'ue k n  dullying loith the ideafor 
rn 
mI~,thOught~tqoysth 
e v * prep 

,dam sth 'up to stop the water flowing in a river 
by building sth across it (adam): Thestmum a w  
dammed up loform ornamentul lakes. o @gum- 
tiue) Ttrradtodamupmytears. 
&v+adv+n + v+n/arcm+adv 

damp /damp/ (ahdampn YdmtwnI) 
,damp sth 'down I to make a fIre burn more 

slowly or stop burning: FiMghum were damp 
ing doLon the embms hours luter c Heput sand on 
thefire lo Oy to rodrrw rtdatO% o Thefirehad hen 
damped down but not exl iwished.  FBIi Rre 2 if 

,dangle &I k'fone rblsth to &r 5b 5th very 
attractive to try to persuade them to do nth: It's 
the b ~ e ~ t f i ~ R C i a [  iIIC€'tIttLM tthW&?tg[sd hf01p 
BrirrshfmtbaIlers. 

In kont of can be used Instead of before. 
b) v + nlprm + prep 

dash ICIFSSI 
,dash e'bout (eqmfuuy BrE) =DASH AROUND 

,dash a'galnst ath (of rain, waves, the sea, etc) 
to beat violently against a surface 
Q V+PWP 

dash a'round i n h  .&sh a'bwtrmund em- 
' crally BrO to move very quickly RPm plakto 

place, being very buay: I 'M h dnshing around 
ail dayfoAtthescemof i h a m i d e n t , ~ f l ~ m  
dashing ahut all m m  the place. 
EEO rush around 

v+adr 

,dash a'wayrd to go awag fmm a place In a 
hurry: H e d a s h a p o f l e ~ d a y a t 4 o ' c ~ L  
+v+adv 

,dash sth aWay If you &mh team away. you 
remove them quickly fium your face: He dashed 
a m y  the lrrvs welling up In hk eye$ witfa an 
imwtient hand 
&v*ntp~on+adv + v+Bdv+n 

,dash 'off =DASH AWAY~OPF 

,dash 8th 'offtowrite ordraw sth veryquickly: I 
dashed off a qurCR ktm b my brother 
EE) scrlbble 8th 
+v+adv+n * v + p + a d u  b v+n*adu(mm) 

,darrh 'round ( e s m l l y  BrE) =DASH AROUND 

date /deal 

,date 'back ... (also ,dab 'back to rth) to have 
existed since a particular time In the past or for 
the length of time mentioned: A'sa lmdftion that 
dates back at k t  o tfwu~and years. o Her pro& 
Zemdnle back to her child-. o The a w n  dales 
h m k  Ifl Romnn t i m  - - - - - - - . . - - 

s o m e m y  or something damps down an em* +, + a& +adv + prep 
tlon or a feeling, I t  becomes less strong: She lrted 
tu damp down herf~eeUn,p of despair E E l  smo- Idate from harreexlsted 

if somebody or damps down time in the past: It i s 0  bauiWl varcedatinghn 

a situation or an activity, it bxornes slower or o h u t  1715, o Thestrikewcrsth?kaInlestIilage i n a  

weaker: The lalea incrwse In interest ratas has dispukwhkhhC8dhm lgW' 
Q V + P ~ P  

dawn I ~ W  
' d m  on sb (also 'dwm upan rb morejarml) if 

an idea, the truth or a fact dawns on you. you 
realize It for the first time: ItsuuXenIy d a w d o n  
us tho! m were lost. o T h e a ~ w r p n u l l y  &wrrPd 
on me. 
B strlkesb 
e v + Prep 

'deal In sth 1 to do busin-: to make monw by 
buying and selling a particular product or kind 
of goads: He made a fortune &ling In s10CKs 
and sham. o Thqr rdenl pxclrrsrw!y in Chinese 
art, 4 The mmpany dm[s in mmputer mflmre. 

shams, art 2 to make money by buying and 
selling goods illegally, especially drugs: Thqr're 
rumured to be beling In stolen goods. E!Ei 
drugs, arms 9 to be concerned with or involved 
in sth: This newspoperdwsn'thl t n m i p ,  only 
in facts, o She's not the type to deal in rumom. 
Q V + P ~ P  

,deal sb 'in (ilaformal. espcially A m  to Include 
sb in an activity: I# soundP llke agrmip[an!DBal 
me in! 
rn eountsbln 
lE3 dsal ah wt, desl rb out of sth 
@ Y + nlpmn + a h  

,deal sb 'out: ,deal sb 'out of 9th @id%, War- 
tnai) to not include sb in mactiv~ty: Youcandm1 
me out of thh. I don't want lo get involved in a n p  
IhlngflkgUl. 

count sb out, ewnt .b out of .th 
F p 3  deal sb in 
g v+n/pron+adv + v+nlpmn*adv+pmp 

,deal 9th 'out(tosb)l tosharesthamonganum- 
berof people, groups of people or organizations: 
We'1I deal out the proceeds to semE churrties. o 
The p m t s  were dealt out among the i n ~ l o m .  
EEB d l s t r l h e  ath (moreforrn2) 2 (in a game of 
cards) to give caruls to each player. She &lt out 
sewn mnls lo eachpluyer W Deal sth can also 
be used with th~s meaning 3 to give sb a particu- 
lar punishment; to say what punishment sb 
should have: She deaM out ilre soma punlshml 
lo all thechildrrn. o Severepenaltles are dealt out 
lo persfslena affmdm. punishment 
rdmlnlster stk VormclO + 1,2v+adv+n + v+nlprm+adv 

Bv+adv+n + v+pron+adv 

'deal with sb 1 to Iwk afler, talk to or w n m l  
people in an appropriate way, especidy as part 
of your job: Her job tnuolvps deuiing with young 
oflendem. o They're uery dmcult p o p k  to dm1 
with. EB) handk sb 2 to take appropriate 
action in a particular situation or accordw to 
whoyouaretalkmgto,etc:Canyoudeal withthis 

c ~ ? o  We haw lo deal with s t w h t s  and 
handle a load of p a p e r d  as well. 4 MQSl 
patienls am dealt with within fur w&s. 3 to 
take appropriate action to punish sb who has 
done sth wrong: Your@tRer will deal with you 
when hegets home. o AthIeDes found gull@ of tak- 
ing drugs were sw$tIy dealt with. IF) sMt sb 
ovt 
@'+prep 

'deal with 1 lo do business regularly 
with a person, an organIzaUon, a government, 
etc: We p @ r  to &at only with wpulrrble mm- 
panlps, 4 It is bpss to dm2 d i m l y  with fmlgn  
suppIkrs. @GI business, cwnpny 2 to talk to 
sb. an organization, a government, etc. in order 
to reachan agreement or settle a dispute: Iprefm 
# dml with somebody in authority. o It wouid 
help if Iknew exactly who I'm dwhng wiik 
ev+prep  

'deal wlrh ath 1 to solve a problem, carry out a 
task, etc: Co deal with e n q u t r W I s s u e s l w h h ~  
o The police dwli with the incident wry &?- 
cienth. o Them's am urgmt c o r r n n d s m  
here that hasn't hen deau with. EZEJ pmblerns, 
matter, ~Ruatlon, cdsIn2 (of a bmk. poem, art- 
icle, etc.) to  be about sth. The next programma 
dmls with the S U ~ J ~ C ~  of d i w m .  subject, 
question, Issue IEX) Epver 5th S li yo11 deal 
with an emotion such as anger or sadness, you 
learn to control it or become less affected by it: 
He is beginning to den1 with his anger In a con- 
strucdim wax o 'You've got b try nndfoqet  hm 
and get on with your lve' 'I'm deoling with it!' o 
She'sgoodot deaUng withprmwm. 
E B  an(lar,grlef, loss E!f!O cope (w(th ath) 

Deal with sth can be used in the passive. 
0 v + Prep 

debar l w h < r ) l  {-n-) 

de'bar sb from sth de'trar nb from doing 
9th VormaO to p m n t  sb from doing sth, loin- 
Ing an organhtion, going somewhere, etc: Stu- 
denrs who hnvenotgaid their- will bedehrrad 
fmm taking mmnatinns. o H e  was dehrred 
from holdrngpublic ofice. 
Q v+ nlpmn + prep 

de'clde on sbBth ( a h  M c l d a  upon sMsth 
more f i r m 0  to choose sWsth &er careful 
thought: Wehawn'ldecWon a ahtefor the d- 
ding yet. M a v e  you decided an whether to take 
shejobormt? 
,arH, settle onlupon rlh 
Em3l Decide onlnprm can be used In the 
passive: Nothing hnsp?l h ? n  d@d@don. 
+ v + P ~ P  
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deck {dekl deliver /dflnrdr)/ 

,deck sb 'out; ,deck yourself 'outIlnladl1ke de ' lh r  on sth if you deliver on a promise, a 
9th)toput onintemtingandcolourfuldothesor threat m an agreement you do what you have 
fewellem, usually for a specla1 occasion: He said you would do, or what you are expected to 
deck& himself oat In his best suit o A lot of sup do: Qln hebe trusted i% deliver on hisprornims?~ 
m e n  were deckedour .h fhe tmrn'smlours. T W  failed lodehwron#heagreement 
IET) drew up (as ath), dress s'blywnelf up E E  pmmlse, ngresnrant 
(as sblath) e V + P ~ P  

Deck ab oat is W ~ Y  used in the pass*- deJiver sbfsth 'mrtup (to .b): de,llver 
neck s w - l f  I-th sm is also used yourself 'oversup {to sb) &rml) to give 

wlth thismeaning. sblsth/yoWf to sb in authoritJ: offen because 
+v+adv+n + r+ntpon*adu you have been ordered to do so: The &fendant 

,deck sth 'Out (wftMnnlb sth) to decorate eth, has been ordered io deliusr up the WP. o She 
especially a mom or a buildmg, for a special daliveverwllhe bnby owr to the core of her skier o 
occasion: Th@ m n t m  wm d& out with Hedelivered himself upW#h@rru#mrities. 
Christmas Gkvmlioru. o The m was &kpd hand sblsth over (to sb), hand yoursett 
out lo h k  like the insid?@ a s p x h i p  owr (to sb)(&ssformaf) 
Ei2l mom @ v+aUv+n vtnlpran+adu 
Eli33 Dwk 8th out is usually used in the p$ssfve. 
+ Deck 8th mn wbe used wlth thismeaning. delve ldelvj 
Qw+adv+n v+nlpmn+a& 

dedicate rdetxlkeal 
,delve 'Into sth to W M t o R n d  oatmoreinfor- 

mation about sth: We shu.!d nor delw too deeply 
rnfo thisminfu[matm 

'dedicate sth to sb to say at the beginning of a EEi sub~ect.-masons mi9 pmh (rMnnta sth) 
book, a pieced music oraperformance that you @ v + prep 
are doing it for sh, as a way of thanking them or 
showing respect: This baok Is d&icui& m my demrttrl~'pal;mam.-tti 
parenis 
rn b p O k , w O r k , ~  
Q v + dpmn 4 prep 

'dedicate youmelf~stl~ to sth, ddekate 
yourselfhth to doing sth to give a lot of 
your time and effort to a particular activity or 
purpose because you think it is important: She 
dedicates hemy  to her m*. o He dedimled his 
life to helping thepoor 

v+ Wpmn + prep 

defer /d~%xr)/ (n-) 

tte'e'fer to sMth (raaherj%rml) to accept sb's 
opinion or do what they suggeat h u s e  you 
respect them: I M w  ta your judgmwm in them 
mariers. o We are h p p y  to clefer to the mrnmif- 
tee's lo&. 
ml judgpmwlt, W l h  

Defer to sblsth can be wed in the passive: 
Tlrq  were WerrPd lo jwt h u e  they m ncen 
e' V + P ~ ~ P  

delight jd~lart l  

delight in sth: delllgM In dolng &togeta 
lot uf pleasure ftom sth or h m  dolng sth, e s p  
c~aIly sth that annoys orupsetsother people:She 
swmed to delelSgh5 in making her parents angry. 4 
(rulher(ormaL) Fmm chiidhood she dellghfd in 
rndtn# 
Q ) v + P ~ P  

de'part frwn sth to behave in a way that is dif- 
ferent h m  what is usual or expected: The kwh- 
ers are not ermulylgd lo deplrl j h o m  the 
sstlabus. o They hpurtcdj?om hnditbnondgot 
married in a Rorel. 
EBX primlplw. r u h ,  trndflh, rkelslon 

Depart from sth can be used in the pas. 
sive: T h s  ruk should only be detmrredfronm in 
exeeptioml crmumtam,  
Q v + v ~ p  

depend tarpendf 

de'pencl on s h t h  (ab d#pmnd upon rblsth 
mrefirmot)  1 (for sth) (not wwfly used in the 
pmmss iw tenses) to need help or support h r n  
sWsth in order to live or tomanage in a particu- 
lar situation: The orgunkation depended hmuily 
on voluntary help o She came to depend on her 
daughler for suppnrt. o He depends on medica- 
tion to stay ague. ISD b ly  onlupon sbhth (fw 
stht 2 (not uFed in the progressive lenses) to be 
atrwted by or decided by sblsth, I don't know if 
I'll come ornot. It  all depends on how tM Ifed  
this evening. o Thr~ m a y  be n webma change or 
not, depend* on your point of view. In 
informal English it IS quite common to say 
depend rather than depend on before words 
like what, how, or whether: It de-7 how tired I 
feel. o A  all depends what hapms 3 to rely on 
sblsth; to be abIe to trust sb: I h o p  you'll be able 
to come - I hi depending on you lo help me. o We 

& m w m  rohomn h w m r m a )  
~ w n t  onlupon Wrth: rely onlupon sblsth 
In this meaning depend outupon sblsth can be 
used in the passive. 4 (not ElseoI m thepmgmive 
tenses) to be sure that sth wffl happm You can 
depend on my skter to smil things (= she always 
d m ) .  I E 9  cwnt onEuwn sblsth; rely onlupon 
sblstk In this meanlng depend onlupon 
sblsth canbe used in the passive. 
+ v + p r e p + v + p p + n l p r ~ n + t o ~ n f  

de'prfve sWhiyourseH of sth to prevent 
sb!sth from having 8th important; to take sth 
away from sb: I n  prison they w m  rnrved and 
depriued of sleep o The bnby's bmin had 
depndofo~gendurtng  thebirth o There isno 
d ro deprive yoursel of f d  on this diet. 4 
(humorow)Imuldn'tdapriw~ou~f (= take away 
from you)your I n s t p w p m .  
Q v + dpron + prep 

derive~armi 
de'rlve from sth to come or develop &om sth: 

The word his$op d m i v ~ j h m  the Latin word 
'htslorh ' meaning story. 0 TThe ctt#&.iSm derftw 
from a misundentanding of our aims. 
ev+p-ep  

d e ' m  sth hwn sth I (formal) toget or obtain 
sth h m  sEh: She der iwa  gmtdeal of s a m  
tionfmm Ihb acRuuemnl. E? plmaure, 
fadlon, Infwmation, bsnents 2 to obtain a 
substance from sth: These remsdle~ are 
mainly f i m  the natural world 3 to wme or 
develop from sth: The Rubik nrk &rim its 
namefrom i t s  inwnlor o The m of the mwni 
tarn appwn: to h? d d v e d  fmm an old Norse 

towards sb/sth as If you are going to attack 
themlft: The mosquiloes &a?W on rrs as swn 
as night feU. o (humomus) A larlge womnn in a 
had u ~ s s  &amding on them. 

@V*PW 
dss1eend ta sth to do or say 8th that makes 

people lose their resped fm you: fl you insult 
Arm back,ymdtwnd to hIshveL 
IEQ stwp to rth, stoop to dolw rth 
Q v+prep 

des palr /dr'spee(r):ArnEd~'-/ 

de'spalr of sWsth; de'spalr d dolng 8th 
(~ormnior Rumrow) to fwl thatthere i s  nohop 
that sblsth will improve, get bete etc. or that 
sth will happen: I da~pntr of you, Ian - Qcfyoltr 
age! o l'd begun to desmir of ever swing him 
a ~ a i n  
ey+PfBP 

de'trad from stkt (not usually us& In WpW 
gmlveienses) tomake 5th seem less good than it 
really is: These ?-euelotiom should not detmd 
from hi. achievements. o Her tattered clothes in 
no way detracted from her kuuty 
EB@ dlmlnlah ath 
e v + prep 

devolve j d r ' v o l v ; m - v d v /  

de'wlve onltolupon W h  Worm0 (of work, 
duties, pmer or responsibility) to b? given tQ 
person or an organimtion by sb at a higher Ievel 
of authority: All the respmslbility has dewlwd 
upon him. o Addl t ionaI~wrs  wi1ldewlwPthe 
rzgional governmnls. 
Av+area 

word. Eli n a w ,  w o d  v . --- 
l5ll In meaning 2 and 3, dwive 8th- gth is de'mfolve sth =Wh to dw mrk. dun'=% 

frequently used m the passive. power orresponsibility to sb with less authority 

Q v + dpron + prep than you: More porn me gmduoI[jr being 
dewlwd lb the regrons. 

who Iived a1ongtmeago:HecIaimedhe~des- 
cendedfrom She Vikings. 
E E  ancestors+ Hne, f a m b  
Qbe+v+prep 

des'cend into sth to get Into a very bad oondi- 
tion or state: The sitlmtioion has deswntM inW 
lola2 chaos. o There loete @ars that the munhy 
was&scendIng into turmoi[ormn civil w m  
I g ~ + p r e P  

des'oend on s M h  (ah der'cond upon 
swsth moi-eJomi) 1 to mve somwrhere.espe- 
clally suddenly and une-edly and in larm 
numbers: Dozens of police descended on the 
building. o {humomus) My slster and herfamily 
are de.~cendin$ on m this wwkmd. 2 to go 

da'vote sth to s b M ;  dewbe nth to dolng 
sth to bve an amount of t h e ,  energy or atten- 
tion to sblsth: He devoipul hisljSe6othestmgglefir 
justice. 0 Shegaw up wrktodewtemtelime to 
her children. o T k  m a u r n  Is hostiw un exhib  
itron h t e d  ta her mark. oSeveml c o u m  c4re 
devoted to iimprouingcWmermm. 
EE tlme, attenblon, mlrergy ,  Ilfe, c h w  + v + nlpmn + prep 

de'wte yourself to s m  de'voh your- 
self to doing sth to spend a largepartof your 
Xlme, energy and attention an a particular activ- 
ity, especially stb @?id: Mer her marrrage, she 



mldnl dewbe hemew t#tuIly to her musk o 
They had&wiWLkmsehent*p[y lo building 
w t h i r  business. 
+'v+pmn+prep 

,dial 'In: ,dial 'Into sth (aka ,dhl 'up ak) (cum- 
puHng1 to make a connectton between one com- 
puter and another using a telephone line: I d h l  
infmrn my PCathomeloget  ShepLeslf . o  
Ewry t i m l f r y  J% dial into the lnternetlcan't get 
a mnnwtton. 
i @ v + a d v * v + p Q  

,dial 'Old  to make a call to sb outside the b- 
you are in: You mn't diol outfrom IImlphone - 
il hfor i n ~ 1 m i L s  onljr 
Qv+& 

,dFal 'up sth, ,dial MRam 'up 1 to call 
shlsth on the telephone. WouM you dial up the 
doclor's ofim for me7 -It sb(* up; call 
ablsth MmE) 2 = DIAL INTO STH CUS!OTtWFT CQn 
dral up the oentml wmpuiW mm home and 
0 c c e s s i h a d n t n ~  

A noun must always follow up, but a pm 
noun m e s  betmeen the verb and up. 
Qv+adv+n + v+pron+adv 

dictate / d ~ k ' t e ~ ~ r n ~ ' d r k t e d /  

dlc'tate to sb to dve orders to sb, mpecially in a 
rude or a g v i v e  way: You can't diclate to 
peopk how they should limn 4 IJm not going lo ba 
drcrnted to by my I! ttL? brotIper.' 

Dictate to sb can be used in the passive. 
e v + prep 

diddle /'mi 
Piddle a'round ( A d ,  Informnl) to  spend your 

time doing things that are not important: SEop 
diddltngamund onddosome &! 
)SIH) fiddle abouVamund ( E d ) ,  meu m n d  
6 v+adv 

die lw (ar*., wng. dkd, a) 
,dle a'nray 1 (of a sound) to become so faint or 

weak that y o u a  nolonger hear it: Thesoundof 
the w r  e@m dial uwy. o Her Iaughtw died 
awayrahenshesawhomangryhe~(~~. EQ M e  
away 2 ( a h  ,die 'out) {of rain, wind or a storm) 
to gradually become weaker and stop: The ruin 
wili lnrjply die o w q  omnight. 3 (of a feelmg or 
an emotion) to gradually become weaker and 
disappear: The excitement over their flair soon 
died awaj  fada away 
+v+adv 

,dl9 'back ( o h  ,dP. 'm) If a plant dies back. 
it* I P A V P ~  die, although the roots are still alive: 
The Imu@#diehck in urfntex 
Q V + A ~ V  

,ale 'down l (of a swnn or flames) to ~ M Y  
become less loud or strong: He witeoIfor the 
applauwtodiedown. o TheJSmhnddieddownby 
#hemorning. 2 (of wind, rain or a storm) to gmd- 
ually become less strong or violent: As zt got 
cfurk, the wmd dl& down. EX9 subhdo 3 if 
something such as excitement or canfusion dies 
down, it gradually bewmes less: When all the 
fuss had died down, he just quIefly ~um h c k  
home. FDB subside 4 = ole MCK 
Q v + m  

,die 'off if a group of peogle or animals die ofP, 
they dle one by one over a short perlcd OF time 
until: there are none left: The suruiuom am dylng 
or doily + v+adv 

,die 'out 1 if a famm race or amies dies out, 
thereanno longer any membersleft alive: T h  
are seumrrl #hmies h u t  why d z m u n  diedoul 
so sudden& o Maw plmrs and anftnuk are In 
d-r of dying out b o r n e  atlnct 2 (of 
a custom, tradition or skill) to no longer be used 
ar practised: Many Ntw Yenr and May Doy cere 
monies have vrrtually died out now. 3 = nrE AWAY 

2 The outbreaks of rain wrli die out later in the 
dsx 
+v+adv 

,dig 'in1 (irtfomr)tobe~toeat:DLg*rIdrIIeit's 
hot! o As m n  as them arrtved he dug in him 
~riljr tuck In (eswially BYE) M g  in 
is used especialIy to tell sb to start eatlng. 2 if 
mldkrs dig in, they make a Mfe place in the 
groundand prepare for theenemy to attack: The 
W p s  dug in and organized their & f e r n .  3 to 
wait for or deal with a difficult situation with 
great pahence: Hospital luorkersdugin, p m p d  
for a long battle with managemant owr  pqv 
incream 
e v + a d v  

,dig 'In; ,dig 'into sth y l d ,  infimmfi to bgln 
to do sth in a way that shows that you are deter- 
mined to wntinue or finish it, even if it  is diffi- 
cult: He looked at the stack of mrk a& dug ra 
stmight away. o She dug Into the r e ~ r t s  andfin- 
ished them Wi-e Ihem&ing 
+v*adv + v + p p  

,dlg 5th 'in; ,dlg sth 'into 5th 1 to push 8th into 
sth: The bird dug its claws in and held onto its 
prey. o She dug her mils into my o m .  P to mix a 
substance into soil by digging: I've dug the 
fertilizer into thesoil. 
@v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n + v+n(pmn+prep 

dlg rwr 'heel- In to refuse to do sth or 
to  change your ideas or plans: Hedug his heels In 
and ins~sfedshe went with him 

,dlg pumM 'in; be dug In to rnakea WepIace 
for yourself in the ground and prepare for the 
enemy to attack: They a d d  o shorr dis6anm 
anddugthemselws in. 

Dig yourself In ia used espeddy In the 
passive. Themarinas -dug inon t h e j h n t k .  
+v+pmn*adv+ be+v+adv 

,dlg 'Into sth 1. ( i @ m O  to begin to eat in an 
enthusiastic way: They dug into W p[ua Am- 
grily. - tuck Inlo 8th ( e s w l l y  BrE) 2 to 
examine sth carefully tofmd out information: It 
isn't a gwd idea lo dig too deep into hi .  pnst. 3 
( A d ,  inform0 = DIG I N ,  DIG INTO STH 
CJV+PWP 
U3Xi .dlg ( d m )  Into your 'poekNsh 'saving% 
etG to spend some of the money mu have or 
have been saving: I'll haus W dig f n h  my savings 
to buy u new arc  'dlg ywr 'hands Into your 
'pocketa to put your hands deep inside your 
pockets 

,dlg sb~sth bout; ,dIg sbtsth 'out d 8th to get 
sblsth out of a place by digging the ground 
around themlit: It look lhem t h m  hu t s  dig 
him out of the rubble, 4 The uv buried in 
snow and had to be dug out. 
Qv+n/pmn+slhr + v+adv+n 

r + rdpron + adv+ prep 

,dig sth 'out 1 (ir@rmaI) to find 8th that haa been 
hidden or not usedfor a long time: Hed~rgout #he 
shoe7 he'd bughl2Oyears Wore. unearth 
5th (mor~forman 2 ( ~ o r r r m n  to And out facts or 
information by searching or aslring questions: I 
dugoutsom frUemlmg facLsarad~u~~~aboat  the 
plum. EjE) hunt sM downlout; mot sblsth oul 
(gv+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,dlg sth ' M r  to prepre  the grwnd th-ghly 
for plants by digging the mil: ThelTom be& 
should be dug over in thespring. 
EB grwnd, garcTen 
Qv+n/pmn+advtv+adv+n 

,dig 8th 'up 1 to break the gmund Into small 
pieces, especially before building sth, taking 8th 
from underneath it, etc: Some Romnn -ins 
were found undera mrpark which was kingdug 
up !@ill d, garden 2 to remove sth Earn the 
ground by digging Arrhaenh~isls haw dug up 
some human remnlns. EZi weeds, mots 
unearth sth (maw forman 3 ( 1 n f m 0  to dis- 
cover information about sWsth by searching or 
asking questions: See wholyou mn dig up on this 
mcan'spt .  unearth sth (morn forman 
+v+nlpron+adv + r+adv+n 

'dlne on ath to eat a particular type d fwd: We 
d i d  o n m m h t f i h  in a m U n g  mtaur- 
ant. o They dinedon a dietof mupond bread 
Qv+vrep 

,dlne 'out(j%mOtohave dinneraway b y o u r  
home, for example at a restaurant or in sb else's 
home: Wedinedoulecmy night when wsWd in 
Paris. 
EC9 ml o u t ( h f 0 ~ l )  
+v+edv 

,dlne 'out on nth (BrE, hummus) to tell people 
of something that has happened to you in order 
to impress them: She only actually said one sen- 
6encetoBmdPinbutshedinedoutonitfor~rs. 
@v+adv+prep 

,dip sth 'lnrinto sth: ,dlp 8th 'Intoputsthvery 
quickly into a liquid and take it out agata: She 
dip@ her toes mut iowy  into the sea. o She mk 
ofl hershmsundcout io~~bd1p~a &in. o The 
fruit had k e n  dipped in chawlate. 
Qv+dpmn+pmp * v+nlpmn+adv 8 v+a&+n 

,dlp 'Into ath 1 to read or watch only small rmts 
of a boak, magazine, programme, etc: I'w only 
had lime ta dip intu the report. o The mtinuous 
news services am inlendedfor people m dip Inlo: 
EEi book, .repwt 2 to put your hand into a can- 
tamer to take sth out of it: She dip@ inlo hm 
purse andlookouta min. 
e v +  prep 
m dip ywr 'pocket, *savi~r,  eta. to iake 
an amount from money that you have been keep- 
ingor saving: They hawdip@ into theirscrvings 
lo payfor the shares. 

dlm'gree wHh sb (not & In theppngressIve 
tenses) d something such as fwd or the weather 
disagrees with you, it has a bad e f k t  on you or  
makes you feel 111: I f e l  m i & - s o h @  I @  
m u !  havedisagmd withm. 
E3 upset sb 
=Not agree wlth sb is used more &en: 
Mushroomsdon't agree withme. 
4 S W ( I / S O  AGREE WITH SB 

Q V + P ~ P  
dlsa'gree wfth sth: dlsa'gme with dolng 

sth to disapprwe of sth and think it is bad or 
wrong: We tutaIly d i w g m  with the hm o n f i x  
hunting. o She dhgrees with k p i n g  animuls 
locked up in cages. 
tZEi decFslon, statem.nt, pdnelpla a- 
wlth sM, agree wRh dolngsth 
e '+ P"P 

disarsoclate 'SOU-I / , d r s a ' g a ~ f l e r t , - ~ m ; ~ m ~ -  

,dlsas'roclate ~marrsdf from s h t h  Ww- 
IMI) =DISSOCIATE YOURSELF FROM SRISTH 



dlsbe'lleve In ablsth to not Meve that sblsth 
exists: lo disbelieve in GooVdwils 

Fot believe in sWsth is usedmore frequently 
+ Ses?U!SO HELIEVE IN SBlSTH 

e' V + P ~ ~ P  

dis'mrse ( d h  sb) on sth (fwmrj to talk 
for a Long time on a subject; to make a long 
speech about sth: He w w  ubIe ko discoum ar 
g m t  length on thepro6lemsof educulion. 
+V+PP 

dish /&.rI 

,dish 8th 'od Ibo ab) 1 (I@rmal') to give 5th out 
to large numbers of w p l e  or in large amounts: 
He's always dishing out d u k e  to peopk BBO 
hand sth aut (to sb) (moreformaT) In infor- 
mal spken  language diah ab out sth is also 
used: He dishd me out afew u h i n  pills. 2 to 
serve food to sb by putting it On plates: He's bllsy 
dishing out the dintiex EB s e m  ath {to sb) 
(moreformal) 
@v+adv+n + v+pron+adv v+n+abv(mre) 

,dish R 'oul (disuppmuing) to criticize sb or 
attack them: He wasgood at dishing itout. It rvas 
time he Iearned what it felt like. 

,dish 'up: ,dish $th 'up (ErE, ir&malj to serve 
food by putting it on plates: You pour the w i m  
while I dish up. o Come and wash your hands - 
I'm jwtgoing lo dish up Ihedhnet 
EI9 serve sth out; s m ,  sewn sth (mom 
format) 
@v+adv v+adv+n + v + m + a d v  + v+n+adu 

~Iessfrpgmt) 
, d l h  'up 8th; ,dish lMhem 'up (infmmi) to 
present or offer 5th to sb, usually sth not very 
god: She keeps on dishlng up the same old jokes 
tn hershows. 
) B Y H ) ~ r y e d l U p  

A noun must always follow up, but a p m  
noun comes between the verb andup. 

v+adv+n + v+pmn+adv 

dispense ~arspensl 
di'spense wlth sb/& (JornuzOtoget ridof sth; 

to stop using sblsth because theyfit are no longer 
necessary: The progmmme dispmsed with its 
most mpuhr presenbm: o The spread of PCs Ras 
d i s p e d  with tlteneedfir bpba 
EJ services, need, requirement 

Dispense with sblsth can be wed in the 
passrve: Hisserulces mn now be d b p n w d  with. 
+ V + P ~ P  

dispose ~ d r % ~ . - + m ~ d r ~ /  

dl'rpose of sb to defeat or km sb: The lerrgw 
champrom quickly d i s W  of the opposibiom 
e' V + P ~ ~ P  

dl'apose of 8bMh (&mas) to get rid of sbth 
that you do not want: She fried 60 disposeof the 
euidence. o They decided lo dispose of much of 
the~rpropeq! 
W waste, proparty, m r s e b  

Disme of sWsth mn i~ used in the pas- 
sive: Emrare that all the uwte is properly and 
safdy dasmspd ox 
~ V + P * P  

dl'spoae of sth Vormcrl) to su-y d d  
with or finish wlth a problem, etc: Them just 
remains ihe miter of funding D d i s m o f  
E3E pmbfsm, W, argument EfB deal wlth 
sth (lessformal) 

Dispose of stb can be used in the m i v e .  
Q V * V W P  

dissociate /wsaiert, - ~ s e u s - ; m - ~ ~  
(also dlsasswlate /,dEsa'sauJiert, -'-;A&- 
'sou-/) 

dls'soeiata yourself from e h t h  0 to 
my ordosth toshow that youhavenoconnectlon 
with sblsth and do not support or agree with 
thernlit. The Pmidmt dksodnted himseEf from 
Y he report. 
EE!9 ~~~ pu-tf wfth rW#tb 
Qv+pmn+prep 

dissolve / a r ~ ~ i v ; r n - ~ & ~ /  

dls"olve Into sth 1 to suddenly start to laugh 
or cry: They dissoIwdinboPLsof Inwhter o Idis- 
solved tntogigsles. o m n  Inmentionedhk m, 
she dissolved into team. laughter, glggles, 
team2 to change gradually intoavery bad state: 
Htssurprke slowly dissolved irrtoJury + v + prep 

Plve 'In; ,dlw 'Into sth 1 (IMrmat) to start 
dolng sth with enthusiasm and without stopping 
to think: Shedived in with a queslion W m I h a d  
finrshed s p e a k i ~ .  o They hod dived inlo the new 
business without thinking St through. 2 (iqfor- 
mu0 to start eatlng withenthusiasm:Asmn as 
t h e f d  wus served, s k  diued i n  EEi food, dln- 
ner dig In; dig Inta sth 
ev+adv + v+prep 

"dive into s t h t o m o v e ~ u r h a n d q u t c ~ i n t o ~  
such as a pocket or bag to try to h d  sth: She 
dtvedinioherhandhgfofthekqs, 
m bag, WkOt 
Q V + P ~ P  

dl'ved nb&ouraekf ot sth (lbrmnrj m take 
clothes off sblyoup8eIf: He swiftly divested hrm 
sev of hisclothes. 
+v+nlpmn+prep 

dl'wsl sblsth of ath (formal) to Cake 8th away 
Mrn sbtsth: The murl order divasts the m m p y  
of all i b s w t s .  

strlp sbtrth of rth (IpssfomI) 
Q v+ dpmn + prep 

dl'& yourself of nth @maul) to get d d  of 
sth you no longer want or that is no longer use- 
ful: She manag& h, divest hmwlf of the 
unwnnledproperty 

seealso DIVEST SBP~OURSILF OF STH 

@v+pmn+prep 

dl'vlde by sth if a number divides by another 
numb, the second number 1s contained in the 
6rst an exact number of times: Dws 6l.Zdivide by 
13' o 148doesn't divide by 12. 
@ V + P ~ ~ P  

dl'vlde d h  by 8th if you did& a n m k  by 
another number, you find out how many times 
the second number Is contained in the first: 
Whnt'sddlvidedbyFo48-3=1& 
Q v + nlpron + prep 

dl'vlde Into sth fl a number W d e s  lnto 
another number, it is contained in the m d  
number a particular number of times: DoRs 3aF 
divide inlo 12 70? 
&V+WBD 

dl'vlde 9th Into sth if you W t F e  a number 
into another number, yw Rnd out how many 
times the first number is contained in the sec- 
ond+ Onn you div8e 31M inlo 12707 
Qv+n/prwr*prep 

dl,vlde sthlsb 'ofF(frwm sthhb) towparate two 
thingsor two people withabmiersuchasawd 
orfence; to form a barrier between twothings or 
people: A fence dzvided O I  one saof  thegnrden. 
o T-gul upa barrier lo diu& t h  women's sw 
tion oflfmrn the men's. 
+v+adu+n + v+nlpron+adv 

dl,vIde 'up; dl,vlde abEsth 'up (Into rth) to separ- 
ate,ortomahsblsthse~ate, intogmupaorprk: 
D!via!e up into two faam o They d i v W  the chil- 
dren up rnlo groups, o DiuMe up your tm so that 
yoar~n'ispendmo fongonanyofIheq&ns. + v+a& + v+nlpmn+adv 

dl,vlde sth 'up (amon- mb) to separate 

dl- smth from 8th to separate a m n ,  
an id- a subject, etc. fmm 8th; 10 keep two 
things separate, They b e l i e d  thutort should h 
diuorcedfmpolitics. o When he was dep-, 
hefelt u#er[ydivorced@m reall& 
EB sepamta sb/sth (fmmland sthE + v + nlpron + prep 

,divvy sth 'up (ir@mml, especiatly .4mE) to div- 
ide or share sth, especially monw betareen a 
number o f  people: Theydiuuied up She bzll. 
B3 money EE) share sth out ( a r n o ~ h w w n  
sb) ( m r e f o m n l )  
+v+adv+n + v+prwr+adu v+n+&(mre) 

do Idu; strong form dm/ (dwm /dnzIdld /&dl 
dono /&I) 

,do away with sbyoumelf ( W r m a O  to kill 
sbtyvurself: She Pled lo do away with hemv 
&bv+adv*pmp 

,do akaywlth &(#?@ml)TtogetridoCsth; 
to stop doing or having sth: They've done ruwy 
with the uniform at our schooI. IBB almllst~ sth 
(mowJ~rmol) 2 to make sth no longer n m s a r y :  
Computers have done away with a iol of the 
mp?titiue w r k .  EE) mllmlnatm ah: end sth 
( h l h  momfirmafl 
Em Do away wIth sth can be used in the pas- 
s ivp  A lo$ of the -TWO* muld m i l y  be done 
away with. 
Qv+adv+prep 

,do sb ' d m ;  ,do y ~ u ~ l t  'dorm (BEb*- 
mu0 to criticke sb or yourself in a way that 
makes thern/you appear more stupid or less able 
than theylyou really are: Don't do himobmn, he's 
a good wtlre6oShe's always doing hemu 
&wn. 
EBputsbdmwn.putywddavn(more 
forma 0 
Qv+dpmn+edv * v+ady+n(lesF~uent) 

'do tor nbtsth (BYE, Worman to damage or des- 
troy sth: toinjureorkillsb: toputsblsthhasitu- 
ation so bad that theylit have no chance of 
returning to normal: The k t  bout @pneumonia 
m d y  d i d f o r k  
e V + P ~  
F 'done for udj (i?&ml) in serious bwub1e or 
danger; havingno chance of succeeding at 8th: B 
anyone recognizes us, we're done for? (= we will 
not be able to escaw and will be in trouble) o 

sth into P- and giw one part tomchof a num- m e r  three days happi  in the cave they rho&ht 
ber of p p l e :  We diuided the work ug ~~ for (= they thought they would 
us. 0 The money was diuiderd up nmong all three die)+ 
winners. 
rn work, v, Irn 
+v+nlprm+achr v+adv+n 

,do sb 'in (in$mmI) 1 if 8th does you in. it 
makes you feel extremely tired: That's dome me 
in, Iifafngall t h  boxes. 2 ( a h  ,40 youwtl  'In) 



(Irlfarmtrl, e s ~ h l f y  Brm to kill sblyourself: 
When ure splrl up Ifilt like doing mysew in. o 
WPskgetlbone in at theend of theJilm? 
+v+nlpmn+sdv v + a d v + n ( m )  

2alsov+pmnta& 
b done 'In W (Wormnl) very tire& I&& a& 
lulely &re tn bytheendofthe&y!o Oomeond 
sitdown -you laok dome in. 

,dolsth 'In(BrE,idormnbtoinlmapartdyour 
m y :  Hedidhisback ingIqyingtennis+ 
Q v + dpmn + adv + v +a& + n (less freque?at) 
EEl do sbb ' h d  In (BrE, Wormal) tomake you 
feel confused, upset andlor annoyed: Shut up! 
You'rvdoing my IaPad in. 

,do yourself 'In =no SB IU 2 
,do sth 'out (BrE, i rsf~fmatj  ta dean or paint and 

decorate a mom, a house, etc: He 3 done the whole 
hollse out in yeilows and g-. o They ?md the 
halIdoneolu instriparbwllpapep: 
&v+nlpmn+adv v+&+n 

,do sb 'out of sth (ir&rrmmO to prevent 8b fmm 
getting or keep~ng sth they ought to have, in an 
unfair or  d~shonest way: She tried to do meoutof 
my snlnerilance. o The resi$ents of the home haw 
been dom out of a lot of money. 
& v + Wpron +a& + prep 

,do sb 'wer (BrE, irbformnn to attack sb and beat 
them severely: They threutened m do her owr if 
shedldn'tpay, 
@v+nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,do sth 'over I W E ,  WrmO to enter a house, 
flauapanment etc. by force and steal things 
from ~ t :  Igot back &find the house had And done 
over: =In this meaning do sth over Is Pe- 
quently used in the passive. 2 (A&') to do 8th 
again: Your hndwrlttng tsm nressy-you'd&- 
#r ah dot ouer (= write it out again). 0 I'm glad the 
campaign toas succes$ub but I wouldn't want to 
do rt over l: do sth apln; redo nth {more for- 
mn0 3 (Amm to clean or  paint and decorate a 
room, house, etc They'w done ouer the whole 
store. 
Q1,Sv+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

2 v + ntpron +a& 
,do 'up; ,do ath 'up ( m I y  BrE) to be I% 

tened with buttons, skaps, etc.; to fasten or close 

etc. to make it look better and more m d m :  
They're lookingfor an old h o w  so that tm m 
do it up. o We 'w haring the kitchen dons up. 
house Rn sth up (esp&ally Am&, decor- 
ate sth re-te 5th 
@v+Wpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,do yourself 'up (informah to  make yourself 
more amactive by putting on make-up, attract- 
ive clothes, etc: She spent hours doing km!f up 
for theirfirsl a!ute. 
Q v+pron+achr 

'do with rblsth 
e V + P ~ P  
IIBd bemaw ' d m  wHh H to h l sh  dealing with 
sth unpleasant, especially as quickly as possible: 
Just m r  up the m m t  and be done with it. I, 
you, etc. eanWcowldnY be 'dohg wlth sblath 
(nrE, informat) used to say that you do not like 
sWsth and find themfit very annoying: f can't be 
doing w i thmple  like fhal. Q HecouldnY bedoing 
with heher untidiness I, you. ate. could 'do wlth 
sthlsb vsed to sny that you need or  would llke 
sthlsb: Imuld do with a drink! 

'do sth with ah used with negatives and in 
questions to talk about where sb has put 9th: 
Whal haue you &ne wi#h my shoas? o I hven't 
doneanything wrthyour Ws(= I haven't moved 
them). 
Q v + P ~ ~ + w P  

'do sth with yourself used in questions to tdk 
abouthow sb spends their time: Slradmm't know 
what lo do with herseIf while Ihey'reatschool. 
+v+pmn+pmp+pmn 

,do with'out; ,do wlth'out sb/sth to manage 
without sblsth. 4 you mn't Mord a mr; you'll 
just have to do wltiwur o I could do wiilhout (= I 
wish I didn't have) ail this hassle. 

go wlthout,go wlthout sth 
Gv+adv hr. v+prep 

,deb sb 'In (to sbl   orm ma^ to tell sb about sth 
bad that mother person has done: Kay m ' t  
sure who had dobhd her in a, t h  teachem, 
Q v+ nlpmn + adv 

sth in this way: This skirt UD at the hck  o dole ldwl: A ~ E  d w l l  
Cou~dyotr do up my dress? o ican'tdo thezip up 
BEl jacket, butbns, zip IEFJ haten up, fasten 
sth up(BrE):fasten,failten ath 
lE3 undo, undo 8th 
&v+adv + v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,do sth 'up~(lnsth)tomakesthIntoagarcelor 
package: She was cwrying sonu booksdune up in 
brown pnper wrap sth up (In sth) 2 ( e s p  
cially BrE) to repair or dworate a m m ,  a house, 

. . 
,dole sth 'out (to sb) (Inform0 to give moner, 

fm0, etc, to a gmup of people: She pui* dokd 
out t h e w .  o The money was doled out to them 
on a weekly basis. 

money, bread, e t e  
Qv+adw+n v+pmn+adv 4 v + n + a d v ( h  

fwu@no 

yourself 'up (In sth) (iruimnao to make 
yourself look attractive by putting on fashion- 
able clothes, doing your hair, etc: fikery F r W  
she dolls hersew up a n d m  out Zoa nightclub. 
+v+pron+adv 

bergst ,dolled 'up (ln ;rth) llrbfo-0 to Wget 
ready for a special omaslon by putting on fash- 
ionable clothes, doing your hair. etc: She wm all  
dolled up in a black dress and par.%. 01 got 
dolledup for tkahepnrty 

betget+ v + a& 

dopa / d m  ~rnEdoup/ 

betget ,dopd 'up (irv3nnal. apacinlfy 8m.Q to 
be in a state where you cannot think dearly or  
act normaUy because ynu are under the influ- 
ence of drugs: Some of the p a t h &  were kept 
doped up most qf the time. 
<a be/p3t*v+sdu 

dose / a ~ s ;  A d d o u s /  

,dose s-mmff 'up (wfth ah) to give swyOw- 
self a large amountof a mediche: S h e d a d  him 
up with aspirin and sent himlo bed 

Dose sblyourself is used more often with 
the same meaning. 
Q v + nlpron + adv 

,do88 alboWa'round (EWE, irlformal) to spend 
your time doing nothing or vwy HiWe: Ewryone 
do- ohut in geo~mphy clmws oHe jwt 
do&amundfbraywr Wornhegot ah4 
+v+adv 

,dm 'down (BrE, Irbformal) to sleep on the noor 
or somewhm unarmfortable because you have 
nowhere else to sleep: We dossed down on Thy's  
@or aler  thepar& 
m bed &wn @rE, m 0 ~ f 0 r m  

D w s  is sometimes used with the same 
meanlng. 
@v+adv 

be 'M wlth 8th if an area is dotted with 
things or people, they are spread mound In sev- 
em1 plaws: The hiiLs* wasdothi with h o w .  

Q ~ ~ + v + P P  

'dote on sb (also u r n  mb  more^^ to 
feel or show very great love for sb and ignore 
thelrfaults: daugMw/chlldlmothth.r. They doteon theirda&gh&r: etc. 

Dote odupon ab can be used in the pas 
srve: He ruasdofedon [hy hissk&n). 
e v + prep 

double ranby 

'double as sth: ,double 'up as sth to have a 
second function in addition to the m a ~ n  use: The 
garagedoubk?s as his worRshop o The schaol set- 
retary doubled u p  as the nurse. 
* v + p p  4 v*adv+prep 

,double 'back (on youwlf, &.) to turn 
around and go back in the direction p u  have 
corneftom: Themadaheadwasflood@d~~lwhad 
to double h c k  lopnd another wuy around" o The 
lrneof tmdoubles  backon &elfato bendtnihe 
river 
Q v + *  

,double 'cwef, ,doubfs sb 'over = wnme 
UPIOVER, DOUBLE SB UPIOVCR (INIWITH STH) 

,double 8th 'wer to bend or fold sth in the mid- 
dle+ Use mA4sh&doub[edover 
@v+dpmn+adv *v+adv+n 

,double 'up 1 (with sblon rth) to form pairs in 
order to share sth: We'ue only got one nwm I& 
you'll h u e  to double up with f W a  o There were 
enough guihris65 to double up on pnrls (= two 
played each part). 2 (on sth) (mm) to do sth in 
addltlon toyour main role' T h e ~ a m l w k l n g  
for a singer who con &ub& up on guitar (= who 
can also play the guitar). 
+v+adv 

,douMe 'Up aS sth =DOUBLE AS 9TH, DOUBLE UP 
AS STH 

,double 'upFowr (Inhwlth 8thR ,dwM sb 'up, 
'over (irtrwffh ah) to bend your body suddenly or 

be ,dmd anbouve,mund; ,d- 
qulck?Y M u s e  you are in pain, for example: to 

a,bo und sth (elu Brm if things 
make sb k n d  theirbody in Ulls way: HedouW up 
Wwithpnin. o Shedoubkd up with Irrughte~ o The 

Or mp'e are dotted abOntlamund' thgr are sn punch hit him in ihestomach, doubling him o m  several different places over anarea: AIewIarm ri + 
"+ Npmn + am + "+ adv + (mtej 

weredorred about in the vallw. 
++be+v*adv be+v+prep doze / d a w A m E d m /  

'dot A onlover B; 'dot B with A to spread vwy 
small amounts of sth ~n dwerent placeaon a sur- ;dm 'Off to g o t e s h h e a ~ i a l l y d m f i e  
face: W t  the sunaeam on yourface in tiny quan- H e ~ ~ f l d ~ ~ t k f i ~ ~  0 Jm 
t i t m  and rub rt m W ~ L  h t  the iop of t h &  ~ f l f ~ r  a f e w  minutes ~~ I dMn"t hear 
with smollsmeLs. 
4 v + n lpm + prep 

mine in. 
)arrr) ndoW(kdwma0 ,+ v+adv 



,dr* sb 'In; ,dm sb 'Into sth to ch- 
people and send them somewhere for or -special 
task: Extra police are being d m M  in to m m l  
the cmLOdS. o Wlli(WlfS was CdraJfed lnro the tmm 
toplay Fmnw. 
@v*arhr+n v+pmn+adv * u+n+adv(kssj-k- 

qwnf)  + v+rllpmn + prep 

,drag sth 'up to mention in a c o n m i i o n  an 
unpleasant fact &om the past that sb would pre- 
fer to forget: It alihap&ymn-ago. T W s  m 
point dmggfngzt w mu o S h ' S d r a ~ ~ e d  up that 
storyj~ls? lo emburrasme. 
EE9 klng nth up 
&v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

dragoon ~ d r a ' ~ - /  
dra'goon sb Into dra'gmn sb lnto 

dolng 9th (winen or h u m u s )  to force sb to 

,dw sbrsth(yourself rWahj to do sththat they do not want to do: We were drag- 

make sb or yourself stop doing 8th when oond into thefootball team. 

theylyou do not really want to: She wasenjoylng sb hta dh 
hersev at the mrh. so much. I couldn't d m  her used in the passive. 

rn h a r  sb/sWyoumlf away (from sbbth) ,drain a'way (of feelings orc01oum)to dleappw 
6 v + rdpmn - adv gradudy:hshelqy In themum bafhalllheten- 

,drag s m h  'down 1 (tosth) tobrhgsbdownto 
a lower standard of  behavlour, or a lower social 
or economic level: Ihl worried the other chiMrm 
will be dmmd down to his level (= bemuse his 
behaviour is so bad). 2 to make sb depressed 
or weak: HerparenrP'conslantci+licm be~an  lo 
drag her down. 
Qv+nlpmn+adv r v * a & + n ( l e s s ~ ~ )  

,drag sblsth 'in: ,drag aWMh 'Into Ith .1 to 
make sb or sth become involved in a dimcult or 
unpleasant situation when they do not want to 
lx involved: When uwkm hr&m out m the 
simls, i n m n t  people om always dmgged In. o 
Don't drug me info your argument! l n w h  
sb (In sth)(more/ormr) 2 tostart talking about 
a person or a subjeclt that has nothing tn do with 
what is being talked about: Do you have lo dmg 
polilks intoewry mnversatton? + v+nlpron+&v v+adu+n 4 v+n@m+pmp 

,drag $6 'off00 sth!... ) to take sb somewhere by 
force: I ~ ~ l s  dm@& off or to Iha kuchms 
o m .  
Q v+nlpmn+adv 

,drag 'on (dWprouirng> ta proems v w  sloww 
and take too I o w  The drry drug& on I?ztemin- 
oblxoNeg01iations bet- the two sides 
dmgged on through the summer 
Isuarl months, time, meetlng,  dons 
&v+adv 

,drag 5th 'out to make sth last longer than it 
shouId.Shedmgg& thenwtingmtforas longas 
possible. 
r" pmlong .th (morefomn 

v+nlpron+adu *v+adv+n 

,drag sth 'out of sb to make sb giw you inFor- 
matlon they do notwant to giweyw: 3hqreuenm- 
a lb  dw&a mr&wion out of k 

confession, hvth 
@ v+n/pron+adu+prep 

sron d m i d  awuy. o The wlour hnd drained 
awayfrom k face. 

anger E W  fad. 
+v+adv 

,drain a 'wayfd;  ,dmltt sth a'wayILoW(m 
nth) if a I~quid drains awayloff, or sb drains it 
awaylofF, it flows away: Xhe woLm dminedaruay 
down the pluglaole. o f drained the h e r  away 
and hung up the bbwe 0 dry. o figurative) Pay- 
Ing far ptiuaie education for the children was 
dminingawuy their resourn, 
@v+adv + v*adv+n r v+nlpran+adv 

,draw 'back 1 to move away from stdsth, e m  
cially sblsth that makes you feel Matend: She 
dmw k k f i m  the windour in case anyone sow 
hez 2 (horn sthhom doing &)to decide notto do 
sth, because you are afraid of  what might hap- 
pen: Thegovernmant h dmwn W k f r o m  m k -  
inga commitment lo reform the votingsystem. 
Qv+adv 

,draw 5th 'down (AmE, b u s h )  to reduce the 
amount of sth, especially mong: b y  using It md 
spend~ng it: Higher groductkn & wilI dmw 
down cashgtziwfrom risingIarmprh. 
m hmda 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpron+a& 

'draw sth from sth t~ get 9th from a particular 
source. Mamy aarltsis mdmk haw dmmn their 
Inspfmtioion~m the landmpe o At timesof crl- 
~LS, s , d m  strengfh from wch other 
EEI lnsplratlon, comfort, support 
(b v + ntpmn + prep 

,draw 'In (BrB (&b uwd In thepro@ve 
zenseg) when evenings or nights are drawing in, 
it is gradually becoming darlter earlier in the 
evening because wlnter is coming: The nights 

amhtolng l n W  nwu o Euening uxrs ahw& 
dmwingin. o Itwustheartdaf Septembmand the 
days had begun so dmw in. 
D clomaln E D  d w e u t ( % r O  
Qv+adv 

,draw 'in; ,draw 'Into 8th (@specially BrE) if a 
train draws in,or dram Into a station, itslowly 
enters a station and stops at the platform: The 
London Smin d m  in late. o Igot to theheplaVorm 
jtdstns themin m d m w i n g  Intothestntion. 

pull In, pull lnto sth 
p2B draw out, draw out d 8th 
&v+actv + vtprep 

,draw sb 'In; ,draw sb 'Into nth: ,draw sb 
'Into dolng sth tomakesb becomehvolvedor 
take part in sth, although they do not want to: I 
didn't like the hi; Whrm I stnri%d it, but the 
stmnge story soon drew me in. o l Mupe lo bt 
dmwn intu this argunment 

~omrersetlon, dlscusmlm, mg- rltu- 
alaon Involve ab (In 6th) 
-This phrasal verb is often used in the 
passlve. 
@ v + d p m + a d v  * v+adrr+n r v+nlprwl*p-ep 

,draw sth 'Inif youdraw inabreath,youbreathe 
deeply or quick& Shedrew in a deep breath nt the 
magimi sight of the city belorn o He drew in hS 
breath sharply. 
E#3 only dyour, m k  benth 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adu 

,draw sth M to tom some liquid from a 
larger amount:Hedmwofluglassof L ~ R  
&v+nlpmn+abr v+adv+n 

,draw 'on (of a time ora seasan)toslowiym:As 
nrghldrew on, it b.anmchr  heuxlsn'bwm*rg. 
+v+adv 

'draw on ah I (also 'draw upmt .th for- 
man to use sth that you have or that is available 
to help you do 8th. The arrslgntnent asked us lo 
draw on our m p r k m  while rue m in Eng- 
Zund, o I'll have to draw on npv savings lo myfor 
the mr EEi axperlanee, work, resources, sav- 
l n p ,  tradltbn IZEWDraw o m p n  sth Fan be 
used in the p~lssive in this meanmg: Seclions of 
thc bookshould be dmwn an as requirprl. 2 if you 
draw on a cigarette or a pipe, etc. you breathe 
smoke into your mouth kom it: He drew on his 
crgal: E@i clgar, cigarette, plpe 
@ v +  prep 

,draw 'out W E )  (wwlly trPed in 1Aeprogrt?~sfve 
*ass) when evenings or nights are drawkg 
out, It IS gradually becoming lighter for longer 
in the wening because sprurg coming: 
March theevenings starled drawingout. 
W draw In (Brm 
+v+adv 

,dmw 'out, ,draw 'out of ath ( ~ l l y ~ ~  if 
a train draws out or draws out of a statlon, It 
begins to move and slowly leaves the station: I 
arrlued in rime lose thermlndmwIngOUI. 4 The 
train drewslourly outof thestatton 
BE) pull out, purl out of sth 
EE9 draw In,draw lnto ath 
e v + a d v  + v+a&v+prep 

,draw sb 'out .to encourage sb who Ls shy ta talk 
freely: I W t o d m w  hrrnouton thesubjecld his 
llfi in4prlm. + v + nlpmn +adv 

,draw sth 'out to make sth such an a meeting or 
an event last longer than usual or longer than it 
should: They drew the i m W  wr la over on 
houl: o The pnm?m is likely lo be dmwn out over 
sewmi months. 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v*B&+n 
b dramb'out (also ,Fomg4nwn-'out, 1oonB. 
drawn Zessfwgwzl) dj lasting longer than you 
expect or toolong. Thenegotintions lumadigiculf 
and dmwnaut. o It was another long-dmlun-ouI 
mtmg. 

,draw sth 'out; draw sth 'out of sth to take 
money out of a bank account: How mwh mow 
drd you draw out? o Seveml thousand p o d  
hnd been dmwnoui@ theacmunl. 

taka rth out, bke .ffi out ol rth; wfth- 
draw sth {from sth) (!?I~ref~rmUt] 
@v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

v +  nlpmn + &+ prep 
,draw 'up; ,draw sthrrs-tself 'up to come 

to a stop: to make sthEsb/yourself stop: A tmi 
drew up outside o He drew the car up at t h m t  
thx o He was walklng loluards the door when a 
loudkmckdmw him up sharply. 

pull up; pull sb up; pull youladl up 
-# S W ~ S O  DRAW YOURSELF UP 
@ v+ adv + v + nlpmn + adw 

,draw sth 'up 1 to make or write sth that needs 
careful planntng: My solkhr fs  dmwirqg. Up the 
contrucl. o Clmr guideiim ned ib be drawn un 
o We'wdmwn upuplanof action. FSl contrack 
wnwment, plan ZE) fonrmlat. sth (morefor- 
mu0 2 to brimg sth nearer to sblsth' Shedrew up 
another chair and sat wzEh them o He drew his 
hm up t~ hrs chest. EEJ chair, knees EBl pull 
ath up 
6 v+adv*n 4 v+dpmn+adv 

,draw ywmeH "up to gtand up very straight so 
that you are as tall as possible: She drew hemelf 
up fo her fuIE height, handson hips, a d g h d  
at m. 
)gl.) pll puhwtf UP 
+ X ~ ~ D R A W  U P ,  DRAW SB~T-OURSBLF UP 
@v+pmn+adr 

'draw upcn stb =DRAW ON SPH 1 



dream /drirn/ (dreamt, dmamt /dremt/ or 
dreamed, dreamed) 

,dream sth a'way to spend time in a lazy way 
thinking about t h w  you would like to do but 
not achmlly doing anything: She d m  her life 
awan nevermlly achimmgunythi~.  
Em Ib  
ev+nlpmn+a& v+adv+n 

'dream of sth 
@'+prep 
EQ wwldnr 'dream ef *ttdof dolng ah used to 
einphaslze theract that you would not even think 
about dolngsth 'IhnYgo withoulme, willyou?'? 
wouldn'l dream of it!' 
b un'dreamed of adj much mom or much better 
than you thought was possible: udraamed-of 
hGvlptf=- 

,dream 'on (wh, irgbmb used to tell sb that 
you arecertain that whatthey have Just a d  wiU 
not happen: You m i  apay r&?Dream on! 
+v+adv 

,dream sth 'up (Mrmal) to have an idea or 
think of a plan, espxidy one that is not very 
practiml: The scheme luas dr;eramerb up by a kml 
busimstnun. o Trust you to drenm up a crmy 
Sdw like this! 
EEi Idea, scheme 
@v+adv+n 4 v+pmn+s& r+n+adu(mm) 

dredge IW! 
,dredge sth 'up (usuaUydhppivuing) 1 to men- 

tron sth that sb has forgotten or wants to forget 
because ~t Is unpleasant or embarrassing: She 
always dredgm up that embnrrnssing story. B T i  
the past2 toremembersthor to do sth with dif- 
ficulty. She was dredging up the little she knew 
about bnbres. o H e m a w e d  to drerdge up asmile. 
&v+adv+n 4 v+pron+adv v+n*adv(Cess 

f w w n n  

dress I ~ S I  
,dress 'dmnn (m slh)to wear clothes that are less 

formal than those you usually wear or those that 
are usually worn in a particular situation: He 
delihmrdy dressed down for the prim. o More 
and MOW people are d r m h g  down for #he olfiae 
thesedays. 
E9 d r e u  up (In 
6 v+adv 

,dress sb 'down to critiche sb angrily for sth 
wrong that they have done: Them-gmtdressed 
down the new recruits. 
Qv+adv+n * v+nlpmn+adv 
F , d m s s l q - ' d m  n [sing.] (oM-+whind, Iqk- 
ma0 an ocmskon when sb speaks angrily to a 
person because they have done sth wrong 

,dress 'up (w Wsth), ,drass sblyourseff 'up 
(as ~ W s t h )  to put on w i a l  clothes in order to 
pretend to be sb else: The kids low drrssfng up. o 
Thqvdmssed Ihernselw up asmrboncham*ers. 
o IBrE) dressing-up clothes o (AmE) d m w q  
clothes 
&v+adu v+nlpmn+edv + v+8du+n(lsss 

P@Qwnr) 
,dress 'up (m sth). ,dm= yeursetf 'up (m rth) 

to wear s- or more formal clothes than you 
usually do w than those usually worn in a par. 
tlcular situation: h n ' i  bother todress up-mm 
as you are. o Shedrewed henelf up in agmysuit 
for hwurf appearam. 
B d m  d m  (In &I) 
PEm Do not confhse this phragal verb wlth get 
dressed or dress, dress s b l y m e l f ,  which just 
mean 'to put on clothes': Ijumpedout of bedand 
got d&quickIy. 
Q v + &  4 v+pmn+adu 

, d m  8th 'up (as sth) tomake sthseem difkent 
or better than it rally is by the way that you 
present it: You'resacktngm. W n ' t a y  W d s s i t  
up cbs a career moue. 
+v+nlpron+adv + v+adu+n 

,drift a'part to kmme less close or legs B.ien$ly 
with sb: O w  #heyears we jwtdrtfkiamrt. 
Q v+adv 

,drift 'off to PalI adeep: She soon d m  OR o 1 
driftedofl m s h p o n  ihewJa wh&Iwm watch- 
zg the football. 
E 9  daQaoW 
Q v t a d v  

drill /dnl/ 
,drill 8th ' #do  Sb to rnakesb learn or understand 

sth byrepeatingitftequently: Wehadmultdplim- 
lion fables drilled intu us or rxhool. a There's no 
wed lo dn'll thrngs into them - thqr'll h r n  as 
they go abns 
EED drum 9th Into sb 
-Drill 8th into sb is often used in the 
passive. 
@ v + nlpmn + pmp 

drink {8ttgk/ (drank /draq~k/, drunk Idrmkfl 

,drink Bth "own to drink all of sth quickly: He 
fif7Iledn crrp with #Id water and dm& it down in 
omgulp. 
Qv+nlprm+adv v+adv+n 

,drink 'in sth ,drink iVnrem 'In to lwk at, Hs- 
hen to or experience sth with great pleasure and. 
interest: She wandered thestreels, drinking in the 
atmosphere. o Wesatgaringatthe viaw, drinkcng 
11 all In. 
E E l  slgM, dw, am-, bwty 

W A noun must always Eollw in, but a p m  
noun wmes between the verb and in. + Drlnk 
In sth can not h used in the pawive. 
+"*a&+" v+prun+adv 

'drinkto sbmthtowLhsWsthgoodluck,success 
or happiness, 'by raising your glass and then 
drinking: They alldrank lo the wlrpk'sheulth. o 
'Thmn,qs mn anlyget &&I:' l'lldn'nk to that!' 
DEE) toast sbisth 
Q v +  prep 

,drink 'up: ,drink MI 'upto finish all of a drWr: 
Drink up If's time to go. o Drink your mflk up- 
it 'sgoodJoryolr. 

Drink sth up is not used In the passive. 
Q v+adv + v+n/pmn+adv 4 r+adv+n 

drive /draw/ ( d m  /drew;AmEdm/, 
drlven /'dmm/) 

'drive at #th to .try to e~prescr or say sth: ha not 
sure I understand what you'm drlvfng ar o 
What's hedriuingat? 

gPt at sth 
EESEl Drive at  sth is only wed in the p m f v e  
tenses and in dim3 or indirect questions with 
'whai.  
O v + m  

,drive a'waytoff; ,drive sbmth a'wayrotfcof 
a car or a driver) to go away in a veXicle; to take 
sb away in a vehicle: Thecabdrow shwly a m  
Q There's mmne  to drive your car away und 
prkit .  o They~drrwnawyinapol imwvan.  
+ v + a d r  v+nlpmn+adv 

,drive sblsth a'way (from tth) to make sb not 
want to go to a particular place or be with a 
ticular persrm: to make sWsth leave a place: Rls- 
ingprices are driving our cwtomm a m y .  o Hts 
temper and his uiuknt bzhaviour have driuen all 
his family m a y  
E23 business, cua+omam + v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,drive 'off (in goW to hit the ball tobepin a game 
Q v+adv 

,drive 'off; , d r h  sbtsth 'off = DRIVE AWAY~FT,  
DRIVE SRISTH AWAY~OFF The w ~ n  d m  fl at high 
speed. o Themr mdrivenoff ats& o Then 
h e d m h e r f l  lotheairmm 

,drive sksth '&, ,drive sbtsth 'off sth to 
force sbfsth to mwe away h m  a particular 
place: The army wus driwn ufl by the fww 
atlacks of the hek. o We were drlven ofl the 
hiand by the he o w m  
~v+ntpron+adv + v+adv+n r v*nlpron*pmp 

,drlva 'an tocontinue&drivingeitherwithoutstop 
ping or after stopping for a short time: We drove 
on n?UiI wmnme to an open wuarefulIof mres. Q 
Pauh slop& to let PhiIM out of the car Wore  
drzving on. 
Qv+adv 

, d h  llblsth 'out; , d M  sbMh ' od  of 8th to 
make sblsth leave or disappear: They're hop* 
lhat their mnpetitiw p r h  will driw out the 
rivalcompany. o They tried lodriveherout of the 
u r i w .  + v+nlpmn+adv + v+&+n + 

v+n/pm+adv+p-ep 

,drone 'on (about s+h) to talk about 8th for a long 
time in a baring way: I&yfell ashp whtk he 
luas droning on! o She droned on for brm ahut  
the m 0 . f  i h e p m  t ? ~ .  
(B v+adv 

drool ~druw 

'drool aver 8 M h  to look at sblsth in a way that 
shows youmeand admireor wantthemlit, offen 
in a silly orexaggerated w a r  He m d m l i n g  all 
overyou ai t h e m !  o The boys drooled over the 
smrls mrs in the showrwm 
Or+prap 

,drop sth a'round =mop STH ROUND 

,drop a'way (amiall~ SyBrlF) I ff the ground 
drops away, it slopm down steeply away from 
where you are: The seabed suddenly drop@ 
away and I was wis t  deep in the wa#er: 2 to 
become less sWng or disappear. HefiIt his dark 
mood dropping away. 
Qv+adw 

,drop 'back if a m n  in a group dmpa back, 
they move to a pit ion further back behind 
other people, &n because they are not able to 
stay at the front: The original Ieader in the mce 
has now drvppcd hck ia t h i r d p h  
EXl fall back 
6 v+adv 

,drop be'hind; Prop bs'hlnd shth if sb 
drops behind or drops h h i a d  sb/sth, they 
move to a position behind other people: I;ls 
d m p M  behind lo w l k  with Sam. o We mnnot 
oflord to drop MMourconapei~tors. 

fall behlntl, fall behlnd sbtsth 
Qv+adv  + v+prep 

,drop 'by ( a h  ,drop 'mund B E ,  ,dmp a'rwnd 
AmEI (informal) to lxy a short, informal visit to 
sb, often without arranging this in advance: I 
justdropped byfocheckyouloereOK. o I'mdrop 
pm$raund lo Kate's hm 
,9*", call by ( p s ~ l a i l y  BrE), stop by 

S P ~ U ~ S O  DROP IN (ON SBIAT ... ), DROP INM ITH; 
DROP OVER 

Qv+adv 
PrOp ~ t h  'by (.he) = DROF STH IN (TO SB/SPt), 
DROP STH INTO STH 



,drop 'In (on &at...), ,dmp 'Into sth (WmO 
to pay a short, Informal visit to sb, often without 
arranging this in advance: Drop In m y  time 
you 're passing, o She drops in on her garents at 
M once a tuwk, o Idmpped ftrdo the wflmshop 
foraqurckdrlnkonmy m y  home. 
IEW call In 
+!&?@Oh DROP BY 
+v+adv v+prep 
b 'dropinw [only Mom noun] u d t o  describe 
a place where you can go without making an 
appointment: n draptn c e n M s u ~ I c 1 i n r c  

,drop sbryoulaelf 'in RIBrE, informunto put sb 
in  a dimcult or embarrassing situation: SAegor 
herself aut of muble  by dmppinglaura in it. 
@v+nlprnn+prep+rt 

,drop 5th 'In (to ~wsth). ,drop sth 'Into ath 
(esperrnlly BrE) (AmE usually ,drop sth 'by) 
(mn&rmnO toddiversth, espec~ally when you are 
on the way to somewhere else: She dropped the 
report in on her m y  out. o TII drop cr note in lo 
you when I RMW the armngements. o Could you 
drop my mt Into the ckmr's  on your way 50 
work7 o 1?1dmp the b r a c ~ u m  by htm 
ev+nlpmn+a& + v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+prap 

,drop V n t u  Sth =DROP IN (ON S ~ X T  ... ).DROP INTO 
STH 

,drop 8th 'ht0 sffi =DROP STH IN (M SBkTH), 
DROP STH INTO =H 

,drop 'off T (ir#orma& espertuily Brmto f d  into a 
light sleep: He's alw~ys  dropping off in frwrl fl 
t h e T T E B  doze mnod off{ i@oml)21Ta 
number, an amount or a quality drops off, it 
decreases: The numhm applying for member- 
ship have & 0 s fa If off 
+v+adv 
t ' d m w  (h 8th) n a decrease: Mamqrm we 
mncerned by a m n t  dropof ln snles 

seealso DROP-OFF a t  DROP SB~STH OFF 

,drop sblsth 'o9ftostopandletsbgetoutofacar, 
etc.; to deliver sth taa place, ofIen when you are 
on the way to somewhere el= Ou[dyou drop m 
4tJattheslaiion?oI'mgoingpsl J u n k h o w -  
I could dmp the cuke on: o She dropped off some 
cbthesal thedry-chner 9. 
@v+nlpmn+adv v+a#v+n 
b 'dropoff n a place where vehicles can stop for 
people to get out, or where sth can be leff, the 
actionof doingthis: It ismskrtogelataxicrrpap- 
senger drop-off points thun at fight arrival 
Sfand% 
+ Wt U ~ D R O P - O F F  at DROP OFF 

,drop 'out; ,drop 'out d sth 1 to stop taking 
wrt In an activi& being a member of a group, 
etc: Smml members of the learn had to drop out 
at the h i  minute. o She had lo drop out of the 
mce hav w y  through. o The wmpany had lo 
dmp out of the deal due to rising costs. BE0 pull 

w*pul lwtd . th:~rm( Immrth) (mom 
formal) Z to 1- schml, college, unfvemi& etc, 
without finishing your stud~es: She dropped out 
of collegeafter only nfew weeks. o Muny students 
drop out or fail h u s e  they're MI en~oying the 
mum. 3 to reject the accept4 ideas, morals and 
values of society: Them's a dunger lhat when 
people lose therr jobs they drop out (of sockfy) 
oltoge#M 
@ v + &  *v+a&+p-p  
b 'dm- n 1 a person who leaves schwl. ml- 
lege or university before they have finished their 
studies: He might k be amElege dropout but he's 
made a fortune in business. o There S a high 
dropout mle from some wllege m u m .  2 
(rrsunlly d b p p t w i n g ,  esp~&l!y RrE) a person 
who rejects the accepted ideas, morak and val- 
ues of society: Many of the town's d m m a  hang 
mund tlnesqmm 

,dmp 'orer(es&dlyAmEj to vislt sb fwa short 
time at their home, without m & g  a time in 
advance: I think I'lljust drop over lo Jim's for a 
while. o Why don'tyoudrop over ihis evening 

pop orerfmund 
+swahson~o~ BY 

+v+am 
,drop 'round (&m =DROP BY 

,drop sth 'round (BE) IArrpE,dmp rth a'rwntl) 
(inJorma0 to deliver sth to sb's home, etc: I'll 
drop thosepapprs round  late^ 
+ s e e a h  m o p  STH IN (TO S B ~ T H ) ,  DROP ~ T H  
INTO STH 
& v + Wpmn * adv 

,drown sbtsth 'out if a gwnd dmmm mt 
sbisth, It is so loud that theylit cannot be heard: 
The mwic wasplaying ad full wlume, drowning 
out mnversatwn. o Her rep& urndrownadout by 
apasszng motorbike. 
lK!BJ nolss, sound, ruar, rnurlc 

Drown sbfsth can also be used with the 
same meaning: Her voim was drowned by the 
rra~hing wws. 
Qv+adv+n t v+pmn+adu c v + n + a d v ( h  

fww8 

drum ~ M U I  I-) 
,drum sth 'into sb to make sb remember sth by 

repeating it often: He dnunnapd rmd safe& into 
them Wore lPliing them out on their bkycle$. o 
Tmdit~]ml uaItles m m  drummed inb himfrom 
an early age. o t had it drummed into me t h l  I 
shorsldrs'l talk tostmngen. 

drill sth I- sb + v t nfpron + prep 
,drum ab 'out; ,drum sb 'wt of sth to fomsb  

to leave a group or an organimtion, usually 

aecause they have done 9th wmng: He uxrs 
drummedwfqf theclub. 
~thmwsbout , thrmvsbolrto ls th  + v + nlpmn + adv + v + nlpmn+a$v + prep 

,drum sth 'up to work hard to get sth: W're 
fauwhlng acampaign to drwn more business 
o We couldn't drum up enough c m h  to keep the 
clubpmg. 
EEl buslnws, ruppwt, customn + v+adv+n + v+pmn+& + v+n+adv(mrP) 

,dry 'off: ,dry m h  'off; ,dry yourself 'off to 
become dry; to make sblsthlyoumIf dry: We luy 
b e s i d e d e ~ I t o d r y o f f  in thesun. o Youwnuse 
this iolwl 50 dry yourseIf OR o I dried the car off 
wrthasqflc[olh. 
+v+adv + v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,dry 'out; ,dry 8b 'out(in$~mn to receivehat- 
ment to help you stop drinking alcohol or taking 
drugs; tocure sb of drinking too much alcoholor 
of taking drugs: She went Intoa clink to dry out. 
Qv+adv v+nlpmn+a& 

,dry 'out: ,dry sth 'out to become wry or too 
dm to make 8th become vety or too dry: WrrZer 
rheplnnt mgularlynnd don't Ied the soil dry out, o 
Themmdand ihes~~nhaddriedoutmy slrh 
+v+adv v+nrpmn+adv r v+sdv+ n 

,dry 'up 1 if a supply of sth dries up, it ts no 
longer available: Thephn .mas ahm&nerd w k n  
the money dried up. .lsuarl Investment, suppty. 
funds ran) run out 2 (1nformn0 to stop talking 
suddenly because youmnnot remember what to 
say next or are very nervous: She dried upduring 
the second act. o I just d r i d  up kulfway through 
the interview. 3 (ir&ormnO used to tell sb rudely 
lo be quiet or stop talking 
@ v+adv 

,dry 'up; ,dry sth "up 1 if a river or a lake, etc. 
dries up, or sth dries it up, it becomes mm- 
pletely dry: The well dried up for thefirsttime in a 
century. o The sun drierd up all #he puddles. 2 
(BrE, ir&md) to d r y  dishes after they have 
been washed: I'lldiyup V w u  w h  t h e d i s k  o 
He dried a11 the dkhes up and put them away 

Dry and dry sth are also used wlth this 
meaning. 
6 v+adv 4 v+adv+n + v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv 
(mm 

b ,dlled 'up adj 1 mmpletely dry: mmped 
in a dried-up rlver beri. 2 [only before noun] Idis- 
approv~ng) (of a person) old, with many folds 
and lines on the skin, small, and mually bitter or 
bad-tempere4: The lfbrarba was a dried-up, bit- 
teroIdmDn 
b ,drying 'up n IU ( B E ,  ir@ormaL) theact of dry- 
ing dishes after Phey have been washmi to do the 
d r y i w  U P  

dump on ........................ ~ ...................................................................... 

duek/ank, 
,duck 'od, ,duck 'out of sth; ,duck 'out of 

doing sth (informal) to avoid a responsibility 
or duty, especially an unpleasant one: Sheducked 
out of uislting him in hospital. o You have to go. 
sodon't t?yducktngout. 

Duck can be used wlth an OW wlth the 
same meaning: &n't try to duck the issue. 
Qvtadv * v+adv+prep 

dude l d ~ d l  

,dude yourself 'up ( A d ,  slang) to make ywr- 
self more attractive and lry to impress people by 
wearing expensive or special clothes: He seal& 
dudedhlmself upfw thepam 
+v+pron+adv 

duff lanft 
,duff sh 'up WE. Wormnk) to hit or kick @b 

severe1y:A mupleqfguysd&hirnup 
,sra, beat sb up 
Q v+ nfpmn + adv 

duke ldjwk;~m~du:k/ 

,duke It 'out (wHh sb) (AM slnng) to &ht with 
sb using your hands tightly closed: You can't set- 
tkewryargumenlbydukingit out. 4 (figutotlue) 
You'IlhawlodukeiIout owrthe2astmok.k 
+v+n+adv 

dumb ldnml 
,dumb 'down; ,dumb sth 'clown ( d f s a p p m  

trig) to make 5th too simple and therefore less 
accurate andof poorer quali&, by bytryifigto make 
it easier Tor people to understand: The p w  
g m m  producers claimed they had to dumb 
down. o The newproducer has d y  dumbed the 
show down. 
Q v + &  + v+nlpm+adv v+adv+n 

,dumbing ' U a m  n IUj the act or policy of mak- 
ing sth trm simple and therefore leaa accurate 
and of poorer quality 

dummy r h i /  (dummlom, aumm)rlng, 
dummled, dummled) 

,dummy u p p 0 t o s a y n o t h i n g : ~ h d u m ~  
up, j u t  try a Iittlepemziasion. 
E9 clam ttp 
Qv+adv 

dump I ~ P I  

'dump on sib (shag)  1 to m t  sb ImFairh espe 
cially by giving them too much to do or unpleas- 
ant tasks: The bossdutnpsonJawandshedumps 
on the junior ss48: 2 (Am.@ to criticize sb and 



make them feel unimportant or stupid: Bu[l 
dumping on me. I h  trying my kt. 

Dump on ab can be usad in the passive: 
W h y & l a l w s g e t d ~ o n ?  
@ V+P'BP 

'dump on &; 'dump sth on rib (slang, m w  
ciully A m  to tell sb all your pmblems: He 
dumsonmeevmydimesheUuows h i m .  o She 
keeps phoning me and dumping all her problems 
on me. 
Qv+prep+ v+dpron+pmq 

dust tanst1 
,dust sbMh 'down (BrE) = DUST s ~ m  OFF, 

nvsT YOURSELF OFF 

,dust Sth ' d m  (fim = DUST 8TH OFF 

,dust yourself 'down (BrB 1 = DUST SBE~TH 
Ol F.DUST YOURSELF OFF 2 =DUST YUURSELFOFF 

,dust sbrsth 'OW ,dmt r w r s s B  ' o f f ( m ~ n b  
.dust ssblJth 'down, ,dust y o u n e U  'dmrm) to 
remove thc dust or dirt fmm sblsth/ywrself. %r 
example with your hand ora brush: Shestwdup 
anddusted h e ~ l r d o w n .  
+ S S ? ( l h D U S T  YOURSELF O W  

ev+nlpron*adw * v+edv+n 
,dust sth 'off ( B r E a h  ,dust sth 'dorm) to brlng 

sth out after it has not beenused for a long time 
and start touse it again: Th@governm bdlrsl- 
ing off its phlnnsfor offshore gas and oil explor- 
atran, oSome oj t h i r  early songs have k e r ~  
brought out Mddllsleddown for re-rehw. 
@v+adv+n * v+pron+adr * v + m + a d v ( h  

Jmwm 
,dust yoursew 'off (3rE a h  ,dust 

'down) to rewver after a dlfEcult or unpleasant 
experience and begin again: APer evev d h p  
pointmend I jusl dust myself down ond ssEari 
again. 
S@@ U L ~ D U S T  8Bhm OFF. DUST YOURSE LQ OFF 

+v+pron+abv 

dwell rdweu (WR, dwkor#dled, 
d w I  fed) 

'dwell OA sth ( o b  '-1 u r n  sth --I) 
1 tn think or talk about sth for too long, ape 
clally 5th unpleasant: It's limeyou stopped d m l G  
ing on the mt. E E l  th past, problems 2 
Ilrleraryl to look at sth for a long t h e :  Hesrniled. 
hrrreyesdwlling on h e r f a  
* V + P ~ ~ P  

ease 113, 

,ease 'back 1 (busiraess) if pmfita, wicm etc. 
ease back, they become a ltttle lower, w i a l l y  
after they have been high: The wmpany 'spmfifi 
eased back fmm £151 milfinn lo E14.7miIIlon. 2 
(on sthj if somebody easea b&ck they go a little 
slower, do sth with a little less energy, are less 
strict, etc, than &fore: The r m p h y e d  aggm 
sively in thefirsthuv of thegame, but ~vereable to 
~ a s e  badr in the serond, o Thegovernment should 
em? buck on farming mtrkiions. 
+v+adv 

,ease 'back into 8th; ,ease abIpurseIf 
'back IMo ath to gradually become famlliar 
again with sth you have not done for some time; 
lo help sb k o m e  familiar again with 6th they 
used to do: Smith is gmdunlly easing hck  into 
running &r his LWpfury. o It's time lo e m  the 
krds badt into theschmIr0utiw. o Theease back 
prams$ is designed to reduce the cham of ra- 
injuly. 
-t s e e n b  EASE IN'M STH, EASE SB~OURSELF 
INTO STH 
ev+adr+pmp 4 v+nlpm+adv+pp 

,ease 'Into dh ,ease sbmrsalf  'Id0 sth 
to gradually w e ,  or he lp  sb k o m e ,  familiar 
with sth new, especially a new job: to m into 
settrement o a murse for easing w p l e  into thP 
w ~ o f  mmpuilng 
+ seeah  EASE BACK INTO m, BASE SB~YOUR- 
SELF BACK lNTO STH 
@ v +  ;prep + v + dpmn + prep 

,ease 'OH 1 to gradually bewme less strong or 
unplaasant: Eventually ttheminsfumdbeaseoa: 
o The pain mwd off alter a few hours. 2 to go 
slower or make less effort: Heeased off in the h t  
Inpandstillwn. BE0 slack OH 
+v+adv 

,ease sb 'od, , m e  sb 'out of sth tm make sb 
leave their job or position, especially by making 
it difRcult or unpleasant for them over a period 
of time: He was emed out of his job aspresand 
tin! U d V M  

Ease sb out isoffen used in the pasah. 
Qv+dpmn*adv + v+adv*n + 

v + nlpron +adv *prep 
,ease 'up 1 (on sth) to go slower or make leas 

effort; to do sth less: The doclor told him to wse 
up. o I'd- upon the lruininga bit i f l ~ m y o u .  
2 (on sb) to start being less severe with sb: I 
thinkyon shouldeaw up on thekl$sa bit. 
+v+adv 

,eat sth a'way to gradually damage or dwmy 
sth over a period of time: Something was d i n g  
away the folinge. o Sam of the stom had h?en 
mtenowaybymllution, o Xhesao ismtingamy 
the caastlim. 
+M?CI~SOEAT AWAY AT STH 
@v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+sdv 

,eat a W y  d sbtoworrysbowralong~ioaof 
t~rne:JeaIorrsyismrtngawqvrrl him. + v+ adv * prep 

,eat aWay at sth to grad- rlamage or dm- 
troy sth over a periodof time: A,IIutlon Is mting 
away at thestone. o F%m!mmt aleaway a t  #heir 
relatwmhzp. 
3 SBe Qh EAT STH AWAY 
e v + a d v + p m p  

,eat 'Fn 1 to have a med at home rather than at a 
restaurant Are you d i n g  in tmigN?maP) MI 
wt 2 (also ,& 8th 'In) (espsclolty BrE) to buy 
andeat loodateirestp~fant~ rather t h a n t a k i n g  
away to eat Is thtsfood lo erst in w take amyP 
IEB take alh away (especially BrE) + v +adv 2 also v + rdpmn + adv 

'eat Into 8th I to gradually damage or d e s w  
sth: W d w n m  hndmien into most of thefurnl- 
turn Z to use or take away a large part of 5th 
valuable, especially money or time: M y  wrk 
kgon lo eat into the weekends EE prolfts, time 
Q v + ~ r e p  

,eat 'outtohavearndina&~rsnt,etc.rather 
thanat home: Weateoutahwstevemnight. 
E 3  dlne out 0 I E B  eat In 

v+adv 

,eat 'up used to tell sb to eat quickly or to eat 
everything they taw been gim: Eat up! You?[ 
be la@ for schwI. 
3 see o h  EAT STH UP 1 + r+adv 

,eat sb 'up if an emotlon such as angw, guilt, etc. 
eats sb up. it wmmiea them dl the time and they 
cannot think of anything else: The anger was 
mtrng her up ins&. 
BE) consume sb (riormal) 

Eat sb up is often used In the passive: He's 
eaten up by]mlou@ 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,eat sth 'up 1 to eat all  the food you have been 
glven: Eat up your b m l i  It'sgoodforyou. +see 
also EAT U P  2 ( i a f o m l ,  e~pecicllly Brm to use 



I n t m c h I n g a n d ~ o S h e t r W l o ~  
Aim in mnwrsalion 6 He wus engaged in nut- 
ninga smaII bwinm.  
EEl advltler, remamh, h l w s ,  mcu~lm 
Q v + prep v +nlpron+ prep 

q m t l f h  of Sth. for a m p l e  fuel or elm 
bicity: His exdravogorsoe heating up ourprqq?k 
o The wn m l l y  eats u p m u g m .  
&v+adu+n + v+pm+adv*  v * n + & ( m )  

- A noun must always follow out, but a 
pronoun mma between the verb and out. 

1 v+adv+n v+pmn+& v+n+adv(legg 
.wmno 
2v+adv+n 4 r+prcn+a& 

2 to gradually spread over mom and more of an 
area: H m  housing B slortlng lo e m h  qmn 
#&strrr0urldinllfie[hp. EEil tarrftory, land * v + prep 

end /end/ b en'gaged onmpon sth ( f ond )  todosth; to 
be inv01ved in doing sth: He isemgugedon a biog. elaborate ~fhbamf  ,ebb akay to gradually b m e  weaker and 

begin to disappear. His mnjWellce ebbad mmp 
EEI strsngth, enthuslam, anwr 
+v+adv 

'end In sth tohavesthasanendhgora&adt: 
Many adverbs in ElFglish end in -& a His first 
omnpt lo mn a marathon ended in di.mtm o 
Theparlnership bet- the ilwmmplnfescould 
all end in tW# (= have an unhappy or unpleas- 
ant result). 
EEl fallum, disaster, -e, a draw 
9 v + prep 

e'laberab onlupon nth to explain or describe 
sth~namoredetailedway: Hesaldhewasm@ 
ing but did not ehhomle on his m w .  
EB) enrage on/upMl sth 
Qv+prep 

enlarge [malam; A ~ E  -'~a;rdg/ 

en'large ompon 8th (!%rmaE)ro say or write 
more about sth you have mentioned: I'll enlnrge 
on thispmt later: 
EZj  elaborate &pon ath + v + prep 

,edge sbrsth Wht ,dgs stusth 'out d 8th to 
gradually move sb out of their job or position. 
especially by taking their place yourseIr; to grad- 
ually defeat sb: &car@ul he dmnY & g e m  orrl 
of yourjob altogethm o She was ed@ out of the 
semi-ml by heryounger rim1 
~v+n lp rm+ac tv  v+adv+n + 

v+nlpmn+adv+prep 

,edge 'up if prim, etc. edge UP, they gradually 
increase: IqJhiion isdging up. 
+v+a& 

,end 'up;,ed b p  doing sthtoreachmcometo 
a panr~cular place or situation that you did not 
expect or Intend to be in: H e m a M  up inprison, o 
I don't wont lo end up mrse off shnn when f 

o I -a I l l  end up paying, as usual. o 
B you dTtw like Ihat,you muklend up  dead' 

flnlsh up,finlsk u p  dolng 5th wlnd up. 
wlnd up doIng sth (infor'mnfl 
-In this meaning, end up k nearly always 
used with either an adjwtive, a phrase begin- 
ningwithapreposition, ordoingsth. * Note that 
this phrasal verb does not mean the sameasend: 
C I m s  end at 4pm.  
@v+adv * v+adv+lm 

,elbow s b t h  a'ddefout; ,mlbow a h t h  
'Out  Of 9thtoforcesborsthwtof apositionor 
job. The story luas on Shefmt page, elbowing 
as& the wwce talks. o Wrerlling elbouled judo 
out of Ihe 1 9 9  G u m  0 He wm e l b o d  out of 
p o r n  
Qv+erhr+n +v+nfpron+adr 

v+nlprcn+&+pp 

enq w f~ ( a h  lnqulm esperdally~me) 
/rn'kwmar)/ 

sn'qulre after sb ( f o r n o  to ask about ~b's 
health or about what they are dolng: MY mother 
enquired afieryou and the baby 
EL9 ask after sb (less forma0 
O v + prep 

en'qulre Into sth(r%rmal, e s M U y B r Q  to try 
to find out the facts about 8th: The m i t t e e a r e  
enquiring into the employment@ childrrn. 
IE3 Investigate 8th 
=Enquire into 8th can be used in the 
passwe. 
e v + prep 

en'qulre sth of sb ~ r m a t )  to ask sb 8th: Hm 
you a b l e t o m  with us?sheanquira2 4f MIL 
e v + s W + p r e p  

m'barPr ohVupM Sth ybrma0 toatart to do sth 
new, imprtant or dE4cult: Xhe@wmnmi has 
embarked upon a p r o g r a m  of Mrm o He 
trawlledfor aymc t@omembrarkingongmdw& 
studies. 
rn ~ ~ ~ , # r m * o o u r w , l w m y  
Q V+PWP 

,edit sth 'out; ,dtt sth 'out of sth to 
words or phrases b r n  a book pmgramme, etc 
before it is published orshown: The s- mr& 
rvere edited out (of she song). o He must slw 
d i l l e d  a Ior of the ~teruie~u out. o Read rhmwh 
your w r k  and Bdrt out anythiRg repcitive or 
irrekmnt. 
Qv+n/pron+adv + v+tdv+n 

v+nlpron+adv+prap 

endear /rnn&Nr);Ame-*/ 

en'dear sbtyourretf ta sb (tbmal) to make 
sbtyourwlf loved or llked by sb: He lrurnngwl to 
endear himu to my en tire fami& o Thegovern- 
ment'sreco~onmpbymentdic1rtotendear #ten& 
to the wtm. 
+v+nlpmn+preyl ,mW 'out; ,MW 'out oF Sth if aplaa? em? 

ties out or pwple empty out of a place. ~t 
becomes empty of people: At I1 .31 ) th  mtaumnt 
emptmf out (= people left it). o m e n a p &  
IwoulDfhbarsandcIrrbs. 

Empty and empty sth are also used with 
this meaning. 
b,v+adv v*ahl+prap 

enter renwr)/ 
,eW 'OH (BrE, A) a rude way of telling eb to go 

a w ,  USA Instead of hrdr off 
Qv+& 

'enter Into sth @mmfi 1 (with sb) to begIn to 
drscuss or deal wIth sth: T h ~ n m a n l  (I@ 

to enter ininto negotintiom, o The -Inm mn- 
mi enter inlo any cormpondenceowr theresulk 
EEiI nqotlatlons, correspon-nee, contract 

Enter into sth can be used in the passive 
in th~s  meaning. 2 (wlth sb) to begin or become 
involved in a formal agreement' Themwrnmnt 
has entered rnto an agreement with the World 
Bank, c If is ui@I that the be freely 
enierad mio. E4 agreement= Enter into 
sth can be used in the passive in this meaning. 3 
to a sltuaticm or be an important part of it: 
Luck dm't enter IJUO it; I won h t m  of my 
skrlt EEZl It 
Q v + prep 

en'dwv ablsth with ath (format) l to give 8b 
sth, such as a prticular reaponsibill& 
etc: Theyendowed thirchildmn with m r k a b b  
names, o The job endow 11s holder with g ~ r  
prestige. 2 t o  t o g l n e  or believe that sblsth hasa 
particular quality: Thqr endowed certain plants 
wzth a l W  magam! healrngqwlities. 
@ v+nlpmn+prep 

be en'dovred d t h  sihtonaturally h a  par- 
ticular s k i ,  qualia feature, etc: He i s  endowed 
wrlh both ~Wllzgemearndgoodhks, o muchines 
endowd wzlh nmozingpowm o The Ishnds are 
well endow& w r l h ~ n d s .  lakesandstmums. 
(3 be+ v + prep 

,egg sb'on(todo~)toenmara9esbtodoSU!~ 
esmial ly  5th POOH& or wrong: Egg& on his 
classmates, he dimkd a bit h i g h  o The other 
lads wereegging them on lofihl. 
,svw, uge swath on (to sthb do nth) 
Qv+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

.empty stb 'out; ,empty sth 'out d sth to 
remow all the things from inside a container. He 
mptied the h g  out onso the tuble. o Don't empty 
t h  bath w#er out! o I uxrs askad fo empty every- 
thing out of my pockets 

Emptg sth is used more muently with 
this meaning than empty ath out 
@v*n/pmn+adu v+adv+n + 

Y *n/pmn+adv+prep ,eke 8th 'owt1tomakeasmaUsuppIyofsthlast 
longer by using only a M e  at a t h e  or by add- 
i n g s t h e h t o i t : ~ e k e d o u l ~ s s n w t o m a k e  
another m l  E.3 Inmme. wpplles 2 ,eke 'out 
nth, ,eks lVthem 'Mil (litemry) to manage to live 
with very little money: She e k d  out n lining by 
selding what she could m~ll @I IIvlng, exlsb 

encroach /n ' lawt~;mm-/  'enter onlup~l I h  (forman to make a start on 
sth; tohegin sth: T h @ ~ ~ w m y  mfmvdwr ape- 
of sustarndgrowth. o In 1991, heentered ugon rr 
turbuIentpolil*rsI mmr 
-Enter on/upon be used in the 
passlve 
O v + m  

en'croach on sth (aka em'crweh upon sth 
moreform0 1 to u@ pep too much of sb's t h e ,  
personal life, etc.; to bgin to affect sb: She Pled 
lo prevent her laorkfrorn enmumhe ng&r on 
her private l&. cut Into sth IfesPforntal) 

an'gage In sth: en'gage In dolng nth: 
en'gage ab In sth; en'gage ah In dolng 
5th (form0 to take part in sth; to mke sb take 
part in sth: to be busy doing sth: Mmrs engage 



mltmm 82 .... ........ .... - ..... - ..... -. .... -....-... "-...-r...-....-mm..~-....-. ..... -.. 4 

entitle / m w /  expand ~wsmal  
cm"title sb to sth to give sb a rlght to have or do ex'pand on sth (ahm'pand ups .th mon?Jw 

5th- This tickal entitles you to o @e m L  o All mn0 to give more informtion or details about 
chzldran are entitled to edwtlon. o I think I'm sth you have said or written: C~uklyou expand 
entiikd to m apbnatbn. on yourwrlkr~lement? 

Entitle sb to sth Is offen used in the polnt,sMmmnt 
passive. ~ E ~ p a n d r m h r p o n s t h ~ a n b e ~ h t h e  
e '+ nlprwh+prep paSSlVC. 

Q V + P ~ ~ P  
entrust /rn-,wt/ 

en'hust A to P: enWust B wfth A to make ~b RXP'~'" /lk'spleml 
responsib!efordohgsth orfortaking care of sb: ax,prain sth a'way to give -ns w b  you 
Jrouldn'f e W t  my chiwren lo strrrngem o &n should not be blamed fm sth or why sth Is not as 
you entmt  an assistnm with the tusk9 important or as bad as people think: How will 
9 v+ nlpmn prep you-mpLuinnwaythekmof twcars? 

+v+adu+n + v+nlpmn+adv 
equate IikweW 
e'quak to 8th to be equal to 8th: Do my @@- *w larl(e'naorWbm,w 

c a t i o r r s e q m t e f o a n y i n y o u r ~ ? o P r o d u c  , ~ s b * u p ( ~ l , e s ~ l I y B r ~ t o I w k a t s b  
tion mls jor the mouie egllntad to am& 90% of an a way that shows that you are interested in 
income. them, espec~ally in a sexual way: She'seyeing rn 
ev+prep  u p m a s a p o ~ t L ~ Z c ~ ~ :  o HemeyeingupalE 

e'quate sth wfth ath to am sit^ that 9th is the t h m n a t h m  
s r n a s s t h e l s e , o r ~ u a l h v a l u e ~ ~ ~  (4~+nlpron*adv + v+Bdv*n 
Heequahs- with malerial roenlth. ,eye sth 'up (iwarmal, emiu l t y  B ~ B  to look 
+v+nlpm+prep clmly at sth, because you want it or are inter- 

ested IIJ it: Am you eyeing up that struwkrry 
etch 1 4 1  tart? 

be 'etched Intoron ath: be #etch& M -Have - we On * a glmuar 

sthifafeeh~isPtchedinbo~sb'sficemsb's meaning. 
face is etched with a particular feeling. that * 
feeling can be s+en very clearly: TrrPdm ond 
despair were etch& inlo hisfwe. o A~n~hea's face 
wulosetdwi with homz  
@ be+v+prep 
OX6i 01 etched on pur -Pmlnd if 
5th 3s etched on yoar memorg, you remember 
it because it has made a very sbmg Lmpression 
on you 

,ewn 'Out ff sth maxi oat, it bmmea lml or 
steady after a period when it has gone up and 
down orchanged a lot: Themth ev@nsoutfurlher 
on. o Houseprim willewniuully euen out 
Qv*adv 

,even sth 'out to spread sth qequallp over a num- 
ber of people or a period of time: She trkd to even 
o v t t h w o r k a m o n g t h e ~  
@v+adv+n v+rdpmn+adv 

,even nth 'up to make a situation. a competition 
etc. more squal: fl lgiae you another fi E5.t will 
euen things up a bit, 
+v+n!pmn+sdv + v+&+n 

face /fers/ 
,face sb 'm (a@aEly AmQ to o p w  or 

defeat sbby dealingwith them directly and conii. 
dently: The Pmidenl is *mined toface down 
hwcsitics. 
Qv+adv+n + v+Wpmn+actv 

,fa- 'dm $ (sprt) to slart a game such as 
Ice hockey: The team f a  OR at 2.30. 2 to get 
ready to argue, fightor competewith sb: T h e m -  
d&iesJnce fl in a Denwmt~cprimary lodqv, 
@v*actv 
t 'face-otl n 0 1 a methd of bglnnlnp a 
game suchas icehockey2 anargument or afight 

,fa- 'onto sth if a room ar a building faces 
onto sth, the windows look in thatdirection: The 
front bedroam f m o m a  main mad. 
e v + prep 

,face 'up to sth toacmptanddealwithad~dt 
or unpleasant situation: When bshegoing tow 
up to her erpomibilitifS? o He must fa up to 
thefact thnt he Ls no Icmgeryoung. 
m f a c t ,  maltty, problsm, rerpwntblll(ho 
E@ square up (to sblsth) 
W Face up ta sth can be u& in the pasaive: 
Thrsproblem hasgot to b e J d  up lo. 
+v+adu+prep 

,factor sth 'En: ,factor sth ' I d a  ath (especially 
AmE) to include a particular fact or situation 
when you are calculating sth, or thhkhg about 
or planning sth: When you &hut& the wsl of 
the mpnirs, you forgot 50 f c lor  in. the h b o u  o 
~ L c t w a t h ~ , f s c t o r s t h o u t o f ~  
@v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv v+nlpmn+prsp 

,fador sth 'out: ,fador sth 'oul of sth ( w p  
clally A m  to not lnclude a particuLar fact or 
situation when you are calculating sth, or think- 
ing about or planning sth: When tnmi~on is 
factoredout, thetruded@ilfell12.8%. 
EB lactor sth In. factor nth Into ath 
(3v+nlpron*adv e v+adv+n b 

v t dpron + a&+ prep 

fade lre~a~ 
,fade a'way 1 to gradudly -me l w  ~ l m n g ,  

clear or f'cequent and disappar His fbohteps 
gradwily ly aawaj oHer enthusiasm wrll 
m n  fade away dle away Fade can 
also l~ used with this meaning, especially in 
more formal Engllsh. 2 (of a person) to become 
weaker and die: She'sfadingawy mpidly. 
.(bv+adu 

,fade 'In; ,fade 8th 'In Sf ssoundora picturein a 
filmhovie, etc. fades in, or sb fades it in, it 
gradually becomes louder or clearer 
@FB fade out, tmde ath out 
e v t a d v  + v*nlpmn+adv r v+adv+n 
b 'Me-tn n [Ul[Cj an act oP gradually making a 
picture appear at the beginning of a scene In a 
filmnovie 

,fade 'out; ,fa& 'out ol 8th to become quieter. 
weakerh etc. and gradually disappear. Theptvtest 
eventwlly~adedout, o She looMastronr5 mndi- 
&to, but f h e n f i  our of theglcluw. 
e v t a d v  + v+adv+prep 

,fade 'out, ,fade sth 'cut if a sound or a picture 
in a fflm/movie, etc. fades out or sbfadea it oat, 
it -dually becomes quleter or Iese clew. N w  
the end of the song hefaded oz8t #ha music. 
EE? fade In,lade sth In 
Q v + a &  + v+n/pmn+adv 4 v+$du+n 
b V d d n  m ]  [C] an actof gradually makinga 
picture disappear at the end of a scene in a 
Almlmovle 

faff ifref/ 
,faH a'boutra'mund (&En spoken. ir&mmD to 

waste time doing unimportant things andnot get 
very much done: Stop f4mngobout. 
Qv+adu 

,fake sb 'out (AM, lr&rrnal') t6 deceive o r ~ c k  
sb: tomake sbthinkyouaregoingtoda onething 
and then do another He thought I was going to 
turn L$zV bubIfaked him oul. 
Qv+nlpm+adv + v+adv+n 

- l n W  
-Into 

9% -on 
-on 
-out 
-oveT - mm 
-to 
-under - upon 

,fall a'bout ( B E ,  Wml) to laugh a Iot: We aZI 
f e l l & v t o t h e r ~ . o H e ' s r s r d e 6 0 ~ a u d ~  
andyet theyfull about krughing. 
@v+adu 
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,fall a'part 1 to be old or in bad condltlon and 
break or break into pieces: you buy cheap 
shoes, they'llfail w r t  after apw months. o My 
dictionary is fulling aplrt now I've used it so 
much. ,sra, coma apart 2 to have so many prob- 
lems that it is no longer possible to exist or oper- 
ate: The wlnale country'sfalliwnpart. o @r my 
marrrage@Iloport Imowdaruay. 3 (IrbformnO to 
have so many problems or worries that you can 
no longer think or behave normally: Ifel2 aplrf  
when she left 
@ v+sdv 

be Irhtlng apsri al the'searns tohave a lot of 
problems and be starting to fail 

,fall a ' w y  I (from sth) to break off or separate 
from a surface: The piaster wm fulling away in 
bigchranks. 2 (of land, aroad, etc.) to slope down: 
The ground falls away abruptly to the right. 3 to 
gradually disappear: Gradually, all his cam and 
worriesfeil aluay. o When thingsgot d@j%utt, his 
supporlem allfill awuy. 4 (esminlly BrE) to get 
less or smaller: The number oJ appilcanls has 
f a d h  atmy sharply. + see a h  FALL o F F  

Q v+adv 
,fall 'back 1 to fail to stay with peopIe a t  the h n t  

rn a race: Betis M $een lerrding, b u t p i f  $ack 
wilh lOlapsloga dmp ~ ~ C ~ + % U ~ F A L L  
BRHIND, FALL BEHIND SBISTH 2 to move or turn 
back away from stb or sb: When the 6rmps m o d  
forward, the m t v d f i l l  back. E E 3  retreat Emore 
forman 3 (BrE, finam) to decrease in value or 
amount: Prm rose by more than 10% kforefall- 
ing backslightly 
6 v+adv 

,fall 'back on sbtsth (a& fall 'back upon 
sWrth moflfirmab to use sblsth when the situ- 
anon is dimcult or other peoplelthings have 
failed: H's very hard you haw nu family tufali 
back on. o He muld almysfaI[ k k  on his old 
jokes. 
+v+adv+prep 

Tallback n a plan or course of action that you 
can use ~f sth else fails: a(al1hckposltbn 

,fall be'hind; ,fall be'hlnd stusth to fall to stay 
with other people or things, especially ina race 
or competition Ifillfurther andfurther behind. 
o The indwhy is falling M i n d  t h  rest of Eur- 
ope. o Hefell behind therestof the class. 
BE) drop behlnd, drop hhlnd sblsth 
+ S ~ ? ~ ~ S O F A L L  BACK 1 
e v + a d v  v+prep 

,fair be'hlnd withtln 8th to not do sth orpay 5th 
at the right time, Shefell behind with the rent o 
He began folling behind ~n hrs schmlum*. 
EEl payments. ach-l wwk 
e v + a d v + p r e p  

,fall ' d m  1 to suddenlystop standing: lthoughr 
the whole hou.wwasfalIingdown. o Herlegs were 
so weak that she fell down on her knaes. 2 to drop 
to the ground: His tmllsers lwre failing down. o 
A lumpof them~fmgfelldown. 3(onLy&in the 
progmssiw 6ases) (of a building) to be in 
extremely bad wndition: It's a h u t t f u l  house 
but it'sfailing down. 4 (of an idea. an argument, 
a method, etc.) to be shown to be not true or not 
good enough That's wherethethmyfaaIlsdown, 
@v+adu 
b 'downfall n the loss of sb's power, position, 
money, etc.; the thing that causes this 

,fall 'down on 8th (BrE, informal) to fail to do 
sthcorrectly or sucoessfully: Thesuggestion was 
that he was fuIIing down on the job. 
m job 
Q v + a d v + p p  

'fall for sbtsth (&formal) to be amacted to 
sbtsth, to fall in love with sblsth: He (ell for a 
youn,estudent. o We fell fort?ufarmho~a$$00~ 
us w m w  tl .  
9 v + prep 

'fall for sth (inform0 tobe tricked intobeliwing 
sth isme when it is not: You dioln'tfotlfir that 
old trick, did you? 
ev+vrep  

,fall 'In 9 if a roof or a ceiling falls in, it drups to 
the ground: The rwf of the cavefell In. 2 (of  sol- 
diers) to mow into a line EEB fall wl 
Qv+adv 

,fall 'In wlth ab ( W o r m 0  to join sb: to become 
lnvoIved w~th sb: Shefellinwitha badcrowd. 
Q v + adv + prep 

,fall 'In wfth sth (BrE) to agree to or supmrt a 
plan oran idea, especially when youdonotreally 
want to: He alwuys exmts me tofall in wrth his 
phns. 

plans along wfth sbtsth + v+adv+pmp 

,fall 'Into Hh1 tobegin tobeinaparticularptate: 
Hef i l l  rnlo a deep sleep, o The tramway fill inm 
disuse in the 1920s. o We mustn't fall into this 
ermr (= make thls mistake). o He's fallen inlo 
arrears with the mi I= he 1s late in paylng ~t ) .  
fE!l dlsuse, dlsmpalr 2 to begin to do sth or 
become involved In 8th: I f e l l  rnto the hobit of 
having a nap ufter d i n m  o She fell into mnuer- 
satwn with her neighbut E E i  the hablt of..., 
convematlon 3 to be able to be divided into sth: 
Computer uirvses full into three brwd m tegories. 
E3 two gmups, throe categorlea, gte. 4 to 
belong to a particular group or class Only 25% of 
pwple full[ into thkgmup. EiJ category, gruup, 
class, ek. + v + prep 

9: _ ,,.....*,,............ ....................... .., ............................ ..... .*... ...-.... 

,falli 'ofttodecrease inquantiwor qua1ity:AM- 
ance has fallen off m n t l y .  o The smdurd of 
c iwk ing~l lo f f  whentfheokichef l&. 
lE!B dmpofl 
+ S S ~ ? U ~ O F A L L  AWAY 4 + v+adv 
t 'fall-off (BrE also 'falllng+ff less f m & )  
(Inlof sth) n [sing.] a decrease in the quality of 
sth: a f u l l~ f l  in a ~ ~ ~ e l i n l e r e s d m k s  

,faall 'off: ,fall 'off sth if something falls off or 
falls off sth, it becomes separated from the thing 
~t is joined to: The dmr handle has fallen on o 
Put theplchm up properly - w don't luani it to 
fall o r  the wall. 
Qv+arh. v+prep 

Tall on s h t h  ( a h  Tall upon ablsth more for- 
ma0 (especially B r a  1 tobe the responsfbility or 
duty of a particular person or organization: 
Most of the mst fell on us. o Wha Re died, the 
responsibility of she bw'nes-fdl on his son. 2 if 
your eyes fall on sbisth, yw suddenly see or 
notlce themlit: My eyefell on a ktler she had Wt 
on the iubk 3 to attack sblsth with energy or 
enthusiasm: The childrenfill on lhelood with 
cripsof delight. o m u m t t w )  Hefill on the dmw- 
ings and exmined them close& BEl tood 
@ v +  prep 

,fall 'Out 1 (of hair. teeth e k )  to become looseand 
drop out: The chemothmpy mQd@ her halrfal! 
out. 2 (wfth sb) (werlabut sth) (esp&llyBrE) 
to have an argument with sb and stop being 
friendly wlth them: It's not worth falling out 
a k u l  this. o Why hnvejmufallen out with him? o 
Theyfell out ouer their father's wrll. 3 (of  sol- 
diers) to move outof lmes E59 fall In 
CJ v+a& 
b .falling-'out n [sing.] (@.special&BrE) a quarrel: 
We'w had a bit of afaEIing-out. 
b 'fallout n [Uj I dangernus (radlmctive) dust 
that 1s in the air d e r  a nuclear explosionor acci- 
dent 2 the bad resultsof a situation: thecurrent 
crrsisand itspolitica1faIlouI 

,fall 'over to be unable to stay standingand fall to 
the ground: (especially BrE) He bst his balance 
andfell o m  o His brkefefl o m  
@v+adv 

,fall 'aver sWsth to hit aWsth with your foot 
when you are walking or running and fall or 
almost fall: Mind you don3fill ouer the boxes. 
)av*) flsp over rblsth 
9 v + prep 

,fall 'm yourself to do sM ( iqtkndj t0 be 
very eager to do gth: Remrding cumpanh were 
fnl l ingouerthemlm tosign thehe8and. 

,fall 'through to fail to be completed: to not hap 
pen: O w  lravelplans havefillen through. 4 The 
dmlf i l l  through. 
EiBTdeal 
@ v*adv 

i farm ............................................ ~ 

'fell ta sb (to do ~ t h )  to become the duty or 
responsibility of a particular pemn: The FaSkof 
telling them the newspll m me. o It f i l l s  l o  the 
piice to emwe that  demonstmlurns are well 
organized. 
Q v +  prep 

'fall to sth; Tall to dolng sth ( I i m y y )  to start 
doing sth: Little Red Ridlng H d  orid the w2.f 
fell to talking. o Theyfell to it ~uithgrrsto. 

v + prep 
'fall under I h  1 to Mong to or be induded in a 

particular group of things: Whul heading do 
these llem fail under?BEl headlng 2 to begrn to 
be controlled or influenced by sblsth: I m I i z e d I  
was falling u d r  her spell. o The edumtion 
syslern fell under the mntrnl of the church. FEZ 
spell 
0 v+ prep 

'fall u r n  sblsth =PALL ON SBlSTH 

familiarize ( u b f n m ~ h ~ s e )  ~ f a ' r n r l t ~ l  

faknlliarlze sbrywrself with sth to teach sb 
about sth or to learnabout sth u n t ~ l  you know it 
well: I familbrlzd myseEf with eaeryow's name 
wore the meeting. + v + dpmn + prep 

fan lf;~n! (-m 
,fan 'Quttospreadoutoverm~hmaoentral 

point: Seamhers famed out ouer the a m  where 
t h e m i s s ~ n g c h i I d m l a ~ t ~ e e ~  o FivemntnrondP 
fan out frum the vilIcrge. 
Q v + &  

,fan sth 'out if a b W  faas out its feathers, it 
spmdsthem out: T h e ~ k f a n w d o u t  it?, lail. 
&v+adv+n * v+rdpmn+adv 

,fancy 8th 'up w5 worml) to make 8th look 
more attractive by addingdeeoration to it: I@W- 
~ e d u p l h e d r e s s t u i i h ~ ~ m e ~ r l s ~  o YoudonSneed 
to famy upyow webgages. 
+ v + & + n  v+rdpron+adw 

farm / f am;AmEfam/  

,farm sb 'Ovt (m sb) (in.I%rmul, dhppmving) to 
arrange for sb you are responsible for, especially 
a chtld, to be cared for by other people: When he 
was little, he was @en farmed out to farnib 
plends. 
gv+ntpm+adu + v+adv+n 

,farm sth 'out (to sb) (imfoml') to send or gfve 
work to other people to do: W e f m  a lot of the 
workout to othermrnpanias. 
Qv+rdpmn+adr 4 v+adv+n 



,fae a'round (BrE a h  .hrt anbout) (A, s h g )  to 
waste time, especially by behaving in asilly way: 
Slop~rrmgaround and behaveyourself! 

A more polite, informal way to express this 
is mess around or, in British English, mess 
about. 
Qv+adv 

'fasten on skth:  'fasten 8th on s M h  if 
your eyes fasten on sblsth, or you fasten your 
eyeson sbisth, you look at them for a long  time: 
AIL eym in t h  m m  fasten& on me, o She fa$ 
&ned her gaze on him. 
@v+p-ep 4 v+nlpmn+pmp 

'fasten onionto st)l (also'fwten up011 sth more 
J o r m n  .1 to hold 5th firmly: The c M ' s j a w  
fmfe?xd on the gazelle3 throat. 2 to choose sth 
and gtve it all your attention or merest: When 
she faslenson on W, them'~mSlOpping her E E i  
Idea, word, fact 
Qv+prev 

'fasten sth ontonto s M h  to direct feelings 
such as blame, hope, etc. towards sb: The blame 
h n ' l  beenfaslend on rrnyMy yet. 
!El blame, hopes 
Q v+ nlpmn + prep 

,fasten 'up; ,fasten sth 'up U3r.E) to close+ or to 
make sth close, with buttons, straps, etc: The 
dressfastens up at t h  front. o Foslen yourjacket 
u p -  it'sgertingmld. 
ESIl jacket coal BBl do up, & ah up ( e s p  
crally BrE) 
E E H  'Fasten and fasten sth can also be used 
w ~ t  h the same meaning. 
Q v+a& v+nlpron+adv r v+adv+n 

'fasten Upon stk =FASTEN ONIONTO STH 

fathom I.-! 
,fathom sblsth 'out WrE) to understand how sb 
thinks and acts; to find an explanation for sthth: I 
Mn'E fathom her out -she says one thtng then 
does anoihr o Have you fothomd out how O 
work tlw V i d e o y e t ?  
mworksb0OWt:~SthWt  
=Fathom sblsth out is not used in the 
passive. 
@v+nlpron+adv 

fatten y f ~ t n l  
,fatten 'up; ,fatten sbisth 'up to becomefatter; 

to give an anunal or a person a lot of focd so that 
they become fatter: T h e s h p  f a t t e d  upguickl~! 
o We're fattening the Irwstock upforslaughtm 
@v+adv + v+n/pron+edv v+adv+n 

fax /fa?ksI 

,fax 'in; ,fax 8th 'In to send a fax I= a message 
sent using a machine that sends and rece~ves 
messages or documents along telephone wires 
and then prints them) to an organization, a com- 
pany, a television or radio programme, etc: View 
m are invited tofax in with lherr mm-. o 
Ordersmn beeitherphnedorfoxed in lo US. 

+v+adv + v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
,fax sth 'on (to swsth) to send a fax (= a message 

sent using a machine that sends and w i v e s  
messages or documents along telephone w m  
and then prints them) that you have received to 
sb else for them to see or deal with: PIeose emaiI 
orfm this on lo afriend. 

,fax sth 'out to send afau (= a message sent using 
a machine that sends and receives messages or 
documents along telephone wires and then 
prints them) to a large number of people at the 
same time: Drqft propos~k wrll be faxed out for 
comment at Wendof Muy 
@v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,fax sth 'through to send sb a fax I= a message 
sent using a machine that sends and receives 
messages or documents along telephone wires 
andthen prints them) w ~ t h  details of or informa- 
tion about sth 
@v+nlpron+adu + v+adv+n 

fear l ~ r ) ;  A ~ W  
'fear for s M h  Ilitemy] to be anxious or wor- 

rledabout sblsth: Ifmrforh.?rsc&t o Whenhe's 
away nl sea. IrwlIy fear forhim. 
ESJ Ib+ safety, future 

Ur+prsp 

feed mu (M, M /Fed/) 

,feed 'back (lntolto sth) if sth feeds back torinto 
sth,  it returns to the place, situation, idea, etc. 
that it started from and has an sect, usually a 
good one, on its development: Rising import 
prices tend to Jd bacR into d o m t f c  prices. o 
What the a z d h  saysf& k k  inta the dew!- 
opment of the programme. 
+v+adu 

,fed sth "ck (to sb) to give information, 
advice or opinions about a product, sb's work. 
etc., especially so that it can be improved: We will 
fad this lqformalion bock fo the campon$ o The 
resultsof fhelesls will b e f e d h k l o  theschmb 
IBB lnfonnatlon 
Q v + ntpron + adv v+ adv + n 
b 'fssdbaclr n [m1 information, advice or opin- 
ions about how good a product, sb's work, etc. is: 
We got a lot of positive feedback about the p m  
gmmme. 2 an unpleasant now? pruduoed by 
some electrical quipment when some of the 
power returns to the system 

,feed 8th 'In; ,feed A 'into 8: Teed IB wfth A 
to put sth into a machine: You'll Med tofeed the 
m w  in by hand. o lo feed irlformtbn inm a 
cvmputer o He fed mins into the meteK o He j2d 
Ihemier with coins. + v+nlprwr+adv + v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+pmp 

'feed mlM ath 1 (of an animal, etc) to llse sth 
as food: to eat sth; to be nourished or strength- 
ened by sth: This htf&onfruit. T (@en dhp 
proving) to become stronger because of 5th else: 
Tharndiafeed4ffwchother:rsioriPs. 
+v+prev 

,feed Yhrough (to sWsthnnto M) :to reach swsth 
aRer going through a process or a system: Rfses 
in prices feed through to higher ruoge claims. o It 
willtnke timfor the higher mles tofeedthmugEn 
to invesetom 
+v+abv 

, f e d  sb!sth 'up to give extra food to a per- 
son or an an~mal to make them stronger and 
mom healthy: You l m k  as if you need feedingupu 
blt. 
+v+nlpmn+achr + v+adv+n 

'feed B A = FRED STH IN, FEED A INTO B, 
FERO B WlTH A 

' b F  for sb to have sympathy for sb: I m l l y f i l b  
for her bringing up her chl[dren alone. o I dofeeee[ 
foryou, honest13 
Q V + P ~ P  

,feel s b ' u p ( ~ ~ ~ t o t o u c h s b i n a s e ~ ~ l l 1 w a y  
when they do not want you to 
@v+nlpmn+& 

,feel 'up to 4tk ,MI 'up to h lng  nth ta feel 
capable of dolng sth, physically or mentally: 4 
you feel up lo it, we could wulk inio awn.  o I 
don't w l ! y  fee! up Co seeing anyone. 
Qv+adv*prep 

,fence sb 'In torestrict sb'sfmdom: W'ue h n  
fenced m by rulesand regulatfonsfir iw long- 

hem swath In 
EEZEI Fence sb in is offen used in the msive. 
Q v+Wpmn+edv + v+adv+n 

,fence eth 'In to surround sth with a fence: The 
grnund.7 ore f e d i n  by turbed wire. 
IlEZFl Fence sth in is often used in thepassive. 
@ u+rrlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,fence 5th 'offtoseparateoneareafbmanother 
w ~ t h  afence, o h  to stop m p l e o r  animals from 
entering: W e ' v e f e d  off the vegetable patch to 
slop the rabbits frorngetting im 
Qv+adv+n +v+dpmn+adv 

,fend for youl'seltto takecareof yourself with- 
out needing any help Srom othw pwple: We m m  
brought up tofendforoumlws when w werestill 
quite young. 
Q v+~rep+pmn 

, fed  sblsth 'otf to defend or protect yourself 
from sWsth: The mink## had tofend off some 
awkwi-d questions. o She mnaged to find her 
attackers oflprsometlme. o She heldup h r a r m  
sofend him oJj? 

attack, q u d o n ,  cdtklmm 
&v+adv+n + v+pron+adv + v + n + a & ( b  

W u e n t )  

,fewel 'out 8th; ,ferret lMhem 'outllMrma0 
to discover sth by searching thoroughly or ask- 
im a lot of questions: She's determined lo ferret 
out the truth. 
E E  lnlorrnatkn, tha M h  

A noun must always follow out, but a pro- 
nuun comes between the verb andout. 
Qv+adv+n + v+pmn+adv 

fess t f e ~ t  
,fe!ss 'up (to *)!(to ab) (about sth) ( W r m a l ,  

especially AmE) to admit that you have done sth 
wrong: Comeon,&sup. Iknow ther~'ssumthing 
you 're not telling me. o How many s t o h  CUR drd 
they fess up to 

own up (to sthlto dolng sth); comka (to 
a t h h  doing nth) (mom f o r m 0  
@v+adv 

fetch ~fet.r/ 

,fetch 'up (Wormul, mmAally BrEj to arrive 
somewhem by chance: Thebwlpm[g fetchedup 
an a sandy beach o He muelled around Europe 
fnr a mhiIeandfinnlly- up in N a p h .  
Isr*) Bnd up 
@ v + &  

fiddle j ' ~ d l /  

,fiddle a'boutm'rwnd ( B E ,  inj%mi) to spend 
your time doing nothing or doing 5th that is not 
Important: H@'sfiddlrgaivund in t h e ~ a m ~ e .  
EE) mess arwnd 
Qv+adv  

fight /fad/ (fought, fought /t?xt/) 

,flgM 'back (against sWsth) to defend m I f  
sith actions or words when sb attacks you or 
causes you problems: Tht Wrn fought back lo 
w m  the game. o Don't let them buI@ you Fight 
bock) 
+v+* 



Ilght back 83 ..--- ~.---~---~.----- .......~..n........... ...... .. ..................... . ........ . 
,fight 'baek sth: $lgM Mhem 'back to !ry 

hard not to show your feellngs o r  not to do sth: 
She tried Zofight back thetears. 
EG tears, urge 
W A noun must always followback, butagro- 
noun comes between the verb and back. 
+v+adv+n v+pmn+adv 

,ff ght 'down 8th; ,fight Wthem 'down to  try 
hard not to show an emotion that you are start- 
Ing to feel: He fought down a rush of punk. o She 
fought down theanger that m rising in her 
EEi dealre, Impulse, panlc 
W A noun must always follow down, but a 
prurloun wmes between the verb and down. 
6 v+edv+n v+pmn+adv 

,fight sbtdb 'off to resist sWsth or make themlit 
KO away, by fighting against t hed i t :  She man- 
ag& to fight her nttuckem oflo The company 
fought off loughmmp?tition 

attack, Illneaa 
@ v+dpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,ffght 'out Wh ,fight Il 'out to fight or argue 
about 6th until it is settled: We rnrrslny interfire. 
lab lhemjight ft out between t h e m h s .  o The 
lwmsJolyeht out a DOdrnu~ 

battle, StrUggle, d m  
W A  noun must always follow out, but a 
pronoun comes between theverb and out. 
@ v+adv+n v+pmn+adu 

figure rfiagr); ArnEafi&ar/ 

'figure on sth: 'figure on s h t h  dolng nth 
(mnformal, espmialIy AmE) to include sth in  your 
plans; to  plan sth: We hudnY fiBured on n long 
delay at the airpon. o I f i ~ u r e  on being in New 
York in January. 
<3 V+PBP 

,figure S b M h  'out to come to  understand sMth 
by thinking carefully: I muer couMfigure him 
out. o Can youfigureout whut'sgoingon? 
B!B work sb out: work stt~ out 
=Figure sblsth ou t  is often followed by a 
question word such as haw, what, why, etc: Imn7t  
figure out why he quit his job. 
6 u+nlpmn+adv v+a&+n 

,figure sth 'out to  calculate the total amount of 
sth: Haueyoufg&outhow m h i t  wIILcost? 

work 8th wl 
Figure sth out is often followed by a ques- 

tlun word such as what, how much, etc. 
Qu+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

,file eth a'way to put papers, documents, etc. 
away in a place where you can find Ulem easily: 
Everything is~?M a m y  in drawem. 
&v+rJpmn+sdv v+abu+n 

fill jnz/ 
,flll 'In (lor sb) to take sb's place for a short t h e  

and do the work they normally do: Who'sfifling 
infiryou whfleyou 'matmy? 
Qv+adv 

,fill sb 'In (em ah) to give sb all the details about 
sth that has happened: Can you Jill me in on 
ulha~a~nhQppenhgwhfkI~asalutry? 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,flll 8th 'In 1 ( a h  ,fill sth ' o u t e l l y  AmE) to 
complete a form, etc. by writing information on 
it: You could fill in an applrmtion firm now o 
Fill fnfhe Blank- wflh aneof thesew~sds. o 
I've l$t gaps on the sheet for you lo fiII in the 
details. fwm, dstslls 2 to fill sth, such as a 
hole, a crack, etc. completery with a substanoe: 
We'll h u e  to fill the holes in with cement. 
hob, crack 3 (espchlly BrE) to spend time 
while you are waiting for sW5th: How shall we 
fill in the time until hearrrves? 
Q v+ adv + n v+ nlpmn + adv (~~~ 

,fill 'out t~ become larger, rounder or  fatter: 7%- 
b a b y ' s ~ I M o ~ b u  lot m t l j  + v+adv 

,fill sth 'oul I to make sth larger or  more mm- 
plete: We'll need 60Ji1I the story out lo makeafull 
page ankle. 2 (especially A m 0  = FrLL STH IN 1 
Qv+nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,fill 'up; ,fllll 8th 'up I (with s W M )  If a container 
or  a pTace fills up o r  sb fills i t  up, it becomes 
completely full: The mtaumnr wap kginning to 
fill up, o She filled her g h s  up again. o People 
began$Ilm~upfhee?npty mLs. X(wlthsth) to fill 
your vehicle with pelrowgas, etc: I need tofill up 
wrthpelrol kfore zue go. o Fill the lank up with 
diesel. 
+v+adv + v+nlprm+adv r+adv+n 
b YII1-up n (A~EJ  the action of Wing sth, par- 
ticularly of filling a car with petmugas 

,fill ablyoumdf 'up to gIve sbalotof fml so that 
they feel full; to eat as much as you mn: The 
m l s  at school neuer fill me up. 0 Eat lots @ 
pasta tofill yourself up. 
Qv+dpmn+& 

filter t~rlte(r)/ 

,finer sth 'out to remove 5th h m  a substance by 
passing it through a special substance or device: 
Use a sunmom lofilterout ultmvloletmys. 
Qv+adv+n a v+nlpmn+adv 

find /famd/ ( b u d ,  found {faundo 

'find againat sb (lawjto decide Ina court of law 
that sb is guiIty: The murr feud againrrl the 
defendant. 
@ v+ PWP 
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Y l d  for sb (lnru) to decide in a murt of law that 
s l~  Is Innocent: ThejuryfouIKdfor thed@endunt. 
QV+WP 

find 'out (about sthlsb, that .... how .... ok), ,find 
sth 'out (about sthlsb) to learn a fact, a piece of 
information, or  the truth about s t h b :  She ruon'l 
be happy when she finds out a b u t  this. o 'Whnl 
drd she soy'' You'lI find out s w n  mugh. 'o 
When dfdyolrjEnrIou! [that) she was dl? o Jneum 

found out exactly what happened. o How did you 
findthatout? 
W Find out is often used with question words 
suchashow, what, whw,etc:lllmkmea whilelo 
Jrnd out wlmt he was rmlly like. o Did you ever 
pnd out whd did it?* If you &d sth oat, you do 
soeither by chanceor byaskingor studying,You 
can dIscwer a pi= of information that other 
people know but you didn't. You can also dis- 
cwer s th  before anyone else does. 
+v+adv 4 v+abu+n v+pmn+& c v+n+adv 
(mm) 

,flnd sb 'out (h fo rm)  to  discover that sb has 
~E+XY dishonest or  has done 8th wrong: fl  you're 
everfoundout, you'llgo to prison. 
W Find sb out is often used in the p m a h .  
Q u + nlpmn + a& 

finish ITrnrU 
,flnlsh 'off (wfth &), ,finish sth 'off (with M) 

(~nformnI) to  have 9th as the last part of sth; to  
make sth end bydoingone IastthingrAffmn deli- 
ciousrnwl mfinkhedfl with mJTeeand mints, o 
The#nc@lJinished off with the h n d ' s  late9 hit- 
o The bandfinishdoff theshow wtth their latest 
hit. o I  how lo go now can I leave you tofinish 
oflo Her outfit mfinished4ff  with nnuyshaes. 
IEIH Finish and finish sth are also used with 
almost the same meaning. 
Q v+actv v+nlpron+adv v+a@v+n 

,finish sb ' o f f ( i d o m )  tomake sb so unhappy 
tired, etc. that they cannot continue what they 
are doing Rwnniw m thud heal nearZyfinished 
hrmoff 
W Finish sb can also be used with almost the 
same meaning. 

v + nlpron + adv v + a&+ n (m) 
,finish sbMh 'off(ir&m)*I todestroy orkill  

sblsth, eswia l ly  sWsth that is h d y  i n j d :  
He lhought the soldters would cvm back andfin- 
u h  hlm on: o We ought lofinish thepwr unimnl 
on: o (tigurative) The business had bmfinrshed 
off byf imnc in ld~u l t i e s .  2 (insport) to defeat a 
person or  team that you are campetlng against: 
Agassifin~hed him ofl in threesets. 
&v+ntpion+sdv + v+adv+n 

,finish 8th 'Ml towmplete sth:I'mgaingtotry 
andfinrsh ofl my work tonight. 2 to use the lsst 
part of sth, especially fodor drink: He'sJinisW 
ofl olI the Ice c m m !  

t flrm off . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . , , . , . . . . . , , , , . . . . , , , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
mFlntph &h is d with almost the same 
meaning. 
Qv+nlpmn+& v*adu+n 

,flnlsh 'up 1 [* adI/pmpF ( o h  pnish u p  dahg 
sth) (fsp&ufI~ BrEj to reach or come to a par- 
t~cularplace,stateor situationafter alongseries 
of events, often without planning it: He lost con- 
trol of th.e m r  undfinlshd up in the r i m  o She 
slorttd out washing dishes andpnwhed up ns a 
chex o They all ~ n t h e a n d I f i n i s h e d  updo~ng 
most oj the ckaring up. i3E9 snd up, end up 
doing sth; wlnd up, wind up dolng 8th (infor- 
man m In t h ~ s  rneanlng, finish up is always 
used s ~ t h  either an adjective, a phrase begin- 
ning w ~ t h  a preposition, or  doing slh. Note that 
finish up does not mean the same as finish: 
Classespnish at 4pm. 2 (AmE) to complete what 
you are doing; to dothe last part of sth:l'llfinish 
up here and join you Iah?,: 
Q I v+a& 4 v+a&+-lng 

Tv+adv 
,flnlsk 5th 'up(es~In1ly A ~ t o d o t h e l a s t p a r t  

of sth: to use what i s  lei? of sth: Hestayed hornem 
JTnrsh up hisassignmmi, 

Finish sth up is not used in the paasive. 
+v+a&+n v+pmn+arhr a v + n + & ( k  

fwuent )  
Inish wRh sb ( i q f w r )  1 (BrEJ to end arela- 

t~onshlp withsb:I'uefinished withAn6onia. DE3 
break up (wkh mb) 2 to stop punishing sb: He'll 
never do that again oncel'vefinished with him! 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

'flnlsh wRh sth 1 to no longer need to use sth: 
Crm you washyour cup luhenyau 'vefinished with 
117 o Cnn I keep rhe book a Iittlp longer? I haven't 

finished with it yet. W Finish with Bth is usu- 
ally used in the pe r f~c t  tenses m this meanmg. 2 
(BrE, informl) to stop domg sth because you no 
longerwant to do it orenjoy it: Hemidhe mpn-  
ishad with foolball. Finish with sth 16 usu- 
ally used in the perfc'ct tcnscs or  in the form be 
finished with s th in  this meaning. 
QV+PWP 

fire /Tara(r)/ 
,fire a Way (spoken, W m )  used to tell sb to 
begin askingquestions or tobegh to m k :  'Can 
l askyou wmgu&ior r~7"Fhu~y! '  
Q v 4 m  

,fire sth 'off I to  shwt  a bullet from a gun: He 
f i r d  fl a uolbqr of shots. BEII gun, shot 2 to ask 
a lot of questions, etc. quickly, one &r the 
other: He fired off a wries of qwSIwns. BE 
queuthm 3 to wrlte a letter, report, etc. quick% 
often because you are angry: She wouldfire o r  a 
letter of protpsl in t k  morning. letter 4 if 
you k e  off an m i l ,  you send it: I 'mgo iq  tofire 
4ff on e m i l  to a newsgmyp. KF3 ernail 
+v+adv+n r v+pmn+adv 4 v+n+adv(mrp) 



,Are sb/sth 'up to make sb/sth bewme excited or 
enthusiastic about sth: The mnnngerfired th@ 
team upat hawtime. 
+v+nlpron+adv * v+adv+n 

,fire sth 'up 1 IAmE) to light a Rrr; to make sth 
hot: I Z I  get the burgen - youfire up the grill. 2 
( e s ~ i a l l y  AmEj to make an engine start operat- 
ing: Shefired up theengine. EBl englne 
&v+adv+n 4 v+nlpmn+sdv 

flrm ~ m ; ~ m ~ f s m t  

,firm sth 'up ( a h  ,Rnn 'up hsfreqllent) 1 if sb 
firms upan arrangement, an agreement etc, it 
W m e s  more definite or less llltely to change: 
I'll phone on the 25th lofirm up the details 7 the 
meetrng. o Prices will firm up hler Ihis yeru: EEl 
plans, agreement 2 to make sth, especially part 
of the bods harder or more sol id: These exercises 
will8rm up those dtfficull a m q f  your k d ~  
&v+adv+n + v+pron+adv v+n+adv(mre) + 

v+adv 

fish tmt 
Wsh for sth (often in #hepmgmsiue lem) 

to try to make sb tell you $th, say sth nice to you, 
etc. by asklng them a question: Are youfishing 
for wmplimnis? 
E!Ei lnforrnation,compnment~ an@fefstti 
ev+prep  

,fish sbtsth 'out: ,fish gb/sth Mt of sth to 
take or pull sblsth out af somewhere: Hefshed 
some change out of hi% pocket. o Several days 
later hwmr wasfished outof thriuer 
Qv+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n * 

v + ntpron + adv+ prep 

fit /m (nttlng, fitted, Rthd,AmEusunllySyffnlng, 
fit R t  exoept In the passive) 

,fit 'in [with ah) if sthdts in, It looks pleasant or 
suitable with other things or in a particular 
place: The buikling M t  fit In with the sur- 
rounding area. o 1:'s an old horn, but our fumk 
lurefits m w U .  
@v+adv 

,Rt 'In; Ft 'into sth 1 to bethe right size or ahape 
to go in a partlcularplace: Willall~urfurniture 
fit in?o ThepianoumuIdn'tfif indothemm. 2 to 
live or work easily and naturally with a gmup of 
people: Tim neuerfitlerI In ai college. o Janejit- 
s t d  la weflwith therest of t h e s ~ o S h e ' s f i t & d  
inlo the tmm well. 5 to have a particular role or 
part in a plan, a situation, etc: Where d m  ReJt 
rn'o I like ro know where lftF in and what I have 
lo do. o Where do 131 intoall Ihi.9 
&v+adv + v+prep 
,m &lath 'in: ,fit s b t h  'Into sth 1 to find a 

place for sbtsth, espscially when there is not 
much space: We mn'tfit a sofa in here. 0 We will 

try mfit  you In somewhere in the organization, 
DEEl get sb In, get rb lnto sth; get sth In, gel 
sth lnto ath 2 to manage to find time to see sb or 
to do sth: The n u m  willfir you in b e t m n  other 
apporntmrs. o How da you manage to fit so 
much into yourduy? 
&v+nlpron+adv r v+adv*n + v+dpmn+prep 

,fit 'In with sth 1 if an activity or went Bt8 in 
with sth else, they exist or happen together in an 
easy or convenient way: Myjobfits in with look- 
ing qfser my farnil? 2 to adapt to what sb else is 
planning or to sb else's way of doing things: 
T w ' v e g o t  bo h r n  tofit in with our rnedhds. 4 
I'rLfir in with whntyou ~ n 5  mdo. 3 toagrw with 
ideas or information that you alreadyhaveal~~ut 
sblsth: Thal fits in wzth ewqlhing I've hPnrd 
about he% 
Qv+&+pmp 

,Rt sb/sth 'OM ( a h  ,Rt sb/.tk 'up) (W nth) to 
supply s b t h  with the dothen fwd, equipment, 
elc. they need: Theship had to out Wore  
the myage. o the high wsr of fitting. out o m s  o 
Wefitfed him out with a wtof dry clolhes. 

Wt sbMh out  IS offen used in the passive. 
Q v+adv+n + v+nlprwa+adv 

,fit sb 'up (for sth) (BrE, irgfoml) to make sb 
appear to be guilty of a crime that they have not 
committed: m y  "re tyhg lo fit me lyl fir the 
theft. 
)SYHI fmmm ub (morpformaO 
&v+nlpron+adv r v+adv+n 

,flt s h t h  'up (wlth ah) = FIT SEI/STH OUT (WITH 
STH) 

fl~lhkpl 
'fix on sth to decfde to choose sth: We hawn't 
fucd on a dale for t k m t i n g y e # .  
FEE) declde odupon ath; settle mnlupon sth 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

'flx sth on s h t h  if you Ax your eyes or your 
mind on sbtsth, you look at or think about 
themlit with greatattention: Shefixed h r m  on 
his fm. o HIS a t t e n t h  w a s w o n  a hrgedark 
ca,: 
E E l  eyes, gaze, athmtlon 
W F i x  9th on sblsth is oFten used in the 
passive. 
& v + nlpmn + prep 

,fix sb 'up; ,fix youmetf 'up (hfommr) 1 (with 
sth) to a r r a n a  for sb to have sth; to provide sb 
with 8th: Icunmyou up with mmwhere lo siup 
o I h p e  she mngets h e r s e i f w u p  with a j o h  

In Informal spoken language Rx sb up sth 
is also used: Cun you& m rap an appointment 

for tomorrow? 2 (wlth sb) to arrange for sb to 
meet sb who might become a boyhend or girl- 
friend, My broihermys he 1uanbm-e to& him up 
wrlhoneof myfriend% 

i, seealw nx YOURSELF UP: PIX STH UP 1; PIX UP 
TO DO STH, FIX UP FOR 88 TO DO STH 

+v+nipn+adv v + a d v + n ( k s s ~ ~ O  

,flx sth 'up 1 to arrange or organlze sth; to 
m n g e  for sb to have 8th: Hew you &@d yow 
holmby up pt?  o Shall we ~ L X  up a meeting for 
next week?m meeting arrange sth + Me 
( I ~ P I X  UP TO DO STH, FIX UP FOR SB TO DO STR 2 
(espin l ly  AmE) to repair, decorate, etc arwmof  
a house: They spentMaWfiing up theirhow. o 
Wejixed up the onit es a study. ESJ hame, room 
lB3 do  sth up (Brm 3 (espetklly BrE) to build 
or make something quickly, to make s t h  ready: 
We&edup a shelterforlhe night. 
+v+adv+n r v+pmn+adv v+n+adv(hs 

J e p U t )  
,fix yourself 'up (Am, i n f o m O  to make your- 
self neat and attractive: Canyou woit?l'lljlrslgo 
andfirmyse-Y UP 

seeah FIX SB UP, FLX YOURSELF UP 

+v+pron+adu 

,fix 'up to do sth: ,flx 'up for sb to do sth 
( B E ,  yformcrb to make arrangements to do sth 
or far sb to do sth: He'sfixed upfor her losee the 
doctor on Thrarsdny. 4 I'm fixed up with the 
school to stmi in & p f t ? m k  
BE) arrangs to do sth; arrange for ab to do 
sth 
4 S ~ B I I ~ O  AX STH UP 1; FIX SB UP, FIX YOURSELF 
UP + v+adv+toinf v+adv+prep+dpmn+lolnf 

,fix sb with s t h  (forno if you IIX sb with a 
look, etc., you look at them directly for a long 
time: Shefixedhrrn with a mMslare. 
@ v+ nlpmn + p g  

,fizzle 'out firm0 to fail or to end in a weak or 
disappinting way, often &er having started 
skongly. The mmancefizzLd out offer a month. 
e The mup attempt scwnfizzled out 
Qr+adu 

flag tnreal { a - 1  
,flag sb l s th  "own to signal to the driver of a 

moving vehicle to stop, usually by waving your 
arm: He managed lojlag down a pzsing motor- 
ist. o The mlice amp jlngging abwn all heat?' 
g c d s  vehicles. 
El Wxtlcab, motorist E?B wavs sbl8th down 
Qv+adv+n r+nlpmn+adv 

flake {n&t 
,flake 'out (tnfbrmao 1 to collapse or fall asleep 

because you are very tired: I was so e r h a ~ k d  
that I&ked out on the sofa. 2 (AmE) to begin to 
behave in a skmge way 
Qv+adu 

flare lflea(r);Aml%fler/ 

,flare 'up 1 (of flames, a 51% etc.) to suddenly 
burn more stmngly: ThefirnMred up RY I rrdded 
more wood. 2 if fighting, tension, anger, etc. 
flares up, i t  starts very suddenlyand violently: 
Vrolencefkmd up in seueraI cities, o The dispute 
multdfiw up into a major crrsm. 3 if a person 
flares up, they show sudden anger towards sb: 
HeJhred up in afury and shouted at  he^ 4 if an 
illness or injury flares up, it suddenly starts 
again or becomes worse: Her asthma h f l a ~ d  
up again 
+v+adv 
r Tmrwrp n [usually sing.] 1 a sudden expres- 
s o n  of anger, violent feeling, etc: the [ntmtmm 
up W w e n  the two countries 2 an occasion when 
an illness or injury starts again or quickly 
bmmes worse 

,flash sth a'round (also ,flmk ath a'bout R P ~  
cmlly BrE) (disapproving) to show sth valuable, 
especially money or jewellery to people, or let 
them see it, to impress them: St0pflashing.w~ 
mom around. 
+v+nlprwr+adw 

,flash 'Lack (to ah) if your mind or your 
thoughts flaah back to sth that happened In the 
past, you suddenly remember rt: My mind 
flashed back to myfirst day atcollege. 
Q v+adv 
b 'flashback n 1 [C] nT1 a scene in a filmhnwie, 
bwk, etc. which shows sth that happened earIier 
2 a sudden, very clear, strongmemoryof sththat 
happenedtoywinthe~stthatissa&youfel 
that you are living through the experience 
again: She still has nightmores and v i v i d r n h -  
backs of tlaeaccident. 

,flash 'byrpast: ,flash 'bytpaat sbrsth to g~ 
or pass very quickly; to go very quickly past 
sblsth: The &s jusf W h e d  & 0 F h  miWted 
t h e m r y j T m h p a s t  thelmin w i d w .  
Qv+adve v+prep 

flatten l'fldl 

,flatten sthtyoumlf a'galnsW1on sbtsth to 
press your body or part of your bDdy on or 
against sblsth: Shejlattened her ~KW nnd [ips 
oparnst the window o Illattened mysev agoinst 
thewalllo I e t t l L e m ~ .  
@ v + nlpmn + prep 

,Ratten 'out t if a road, an area of land, etc. flat- 
tens oat. it gradually become8flat:qfterWord the 
munbgvsidejhtlem out. 2 to stop growing or going 
up. SnIes h n v e ~ a t ~ o u f  in the Instfewyeam. 
Q v+adv 

,flatten sth "out to make sth mmpJetelyflat: She 
jratlened out theerumpkd Later on the desk. 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 



flesh 102 .......~.........,. '.* ~ ......................... ........r...~............. 

flea h /flex/ 

, f k h  rdh 'out (with sth) to add more details or 
information to an a g m e n t  an idea, a drawing, 
etc: You nepdtofish out thehrresof your tdea e 
bit more. o Thgr must be prepamd lo flesh out 
theirstrategy wtth somdetails. 
Qv+adv+n v+nlpmn+adu 

flick IWI 
,flfck AI ' d t o  switch sth off quickly: Hepicked 

the light ofl 
~ l l g h t ~ s w f t c h s t h t h o f f f f f c k ~ h o n  
&v+nl~ron+adv v+adv+n 

,ff lp sb 'off ( A M ,  shng) to raise your middle An- 
ger to sb in a very rude gesture 
ev+nlpmn+adv v+a&+n 

,flip 'Out (irlformaL esperially Am&) to become 
very angry or excited, or lose mtml 
W Flip is often used wlth this meaning, espp. 
cially in British English. 
@v+adv 

,flip 'over: ,flip sth 'owrto turn over, or to turn 
sth over, onto theother sideor upsidedown: The 
dolphmflipped owr onto its back. o A huge wave 
flpfrw' the dinghy over 
+v+adv v+nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n - .  

,flick sth 'on to switch sth on quickly: He Jicked through sth turn Over the pages of a 
on the arr-conditioning. bmk, ekc. quick]# or look through a pile of 

papers, etc. without reading everything: He llgM IEB w % c h  sth on D D  flick sth off 
Ihmwh thepAotoSqurcMy. @ v+nlpmn+adv v+adu+n 

EEl pages, magarlnsa IEE) tllek through Ith: 
,flick 'through ath to turn the pages of a h k ,  leaf sth 

etc. quickly. or look through a pile of papers, etc. A, + ,,, 
without reading everything: Heflickedthmugh rr 

"' -- 
magcuirre while he wo ited. 

pages, book, papem Rlp thmugh sth; 
leaf through sth: thumb through ath 
O V + P ~ ~ P  

fling ml (flung Ifhol, flung) 

'fling yourself d sb (k&oml, disapprwing) to 
try too hard to show sb that you ate interestd in 
them in a sexual way and make them interested 
in you 
BE) thmvv ywmalf at rb 
9 v+ pmn * prep 

W Inn yourself I- ath to start to do 5th with a 
lot of energy, enthusiasm and effort: When lhey 
split up sheflung herself into her ~ r l r  ro to 
Jorm him 
EZE) throwplmetf lntosth 
e v + p r ~ + p r e ~  

,fling sth 'off (ir&rmal) to take clothes off 
qu~Ekly and carelessly: FZingingfl heromt, she 
sank intoan armchair: 

thmw stk off EE3 fllng 8th on 
Q v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,fling sth 'on (inforrrm0 to put clothes on quickly 
and carelessly: Just Jlhg a cwt on over your 
pyi- 
,gW*, thmwLfhon I E B R l n g s t h o W  
Qv+n/pmn+adu + v+adv+n 

Wip h sblsth (AmE slam& to begin to ljke sb 
very much; to suddenly bwome very excited 
a b u t  stb attractive. pleasant, etc: S h e f i i p w  for 
hts redhis ondfmkles. 
Q v + prep 

Yllp for sth; 'flip sb for sth 0 =TOSS w~ 
SPH,TOS9 SB P O R  STH 

'flirt with 8th (writren) 1 to think a b u t  or be 
Interested in slh for a short time, but not very 
seriously: Ipirted brWy wlth the M m  of emi- 
p m t i n ~ .  Idea, W g M  toy wlth sth 2 
to take risks or not worry about a dangerous 
sltuatlon: to flirt with dangerldwthldlroster EEZi 
danger, dlsastar 
e v+ prep 

,float a'round; ,floal a'rourtd sth ( B E  a h  
,float a 'Wround,  , h a t  a W W m n d  sth) l 
( u s u ~ l l y  uwd in  theheprogres5rw tenses) if an ~ d e a  
or a piece of news is floating amundtalmut, it 
1s being talked about by a lot of pwple: Therp'sa 
rurrrurflwting about (the m w )  that she's h v -  
ing. EEL rurnwr, Idea BE) go around, go 
arwnd sth2 if you say that an object is floatlng 
aroundlabout you mean that you have swn lt 
somewhere but de not know exactly where it is: 
Is there a penfibstirag o h u t  here .wrmewhere.P 
&v+adv 4 v + m  . . 

flood I f i d /  

,flood 'back if a thought or a memory f l h  
back, you remember sth suddenly an8 it affects 
you strongly: S M y  a l l  myfears came flood- 
ing buck. 
EEiQ P l o d  back is often used with the verb 
come. His ruordFcamej7muhg back lo me. 
+v+abv 

,tl oad 'in; , f f d  'Into 8th 1; if water, etc. floods 
in or f l d s  into a place, it mwes t o m  or cover 
lt. Heowned thedwrand w a l e r c a m e ~ I n g  m. 
c. Sunshme.ft#ded into the m m .  2 to wine to or 

arrive at aplaw in large numbers or great quan- 
tities: Letters of supma have been flooding in 
from alIouerthmuntrjr 

pour in, pour Into sIh 
e v + a d v  v+prep 

,flaod sb "ut to force sb to leave their home 
because of a flaod: We wre-out by n burnt 
wtermln. 

Flood sb oat I s  offen u& in the lmssive. 
Q v+nlpmn+& + v+adv+n 

,nod 'overlYhmgh sb if a feeling floods 
over/thmugh you, it aiT& youvery strongly:d 
grwtseweof reli&p@ t h l l g h  her 
lsuarlrellef 
O V + P ~ ~ P  

'flood sth with sth to send sth somewhere in 
large numbers or amounts, sometimes more 
than is nwessary: The switchboad wasfloodd 
w!th calk a@r the programme. o flgumlive) 
The worn w a s j h i e d  with euenlng light. 
W Flood sWsth with 8th is often used in the 
passive: The ofice wasflood& wrth mmpluinfs. 
@ v+nlpmn*prep 

flounder /VIavnda(r)l 

,flounder a'round (BrEuLFo ,Rwnder a ' W )  to 
struggle to move or get somewhere because i t  Is 
dimcult, or because you do not know where you 
are going: Pwpk werejloundering about in the 
w t e q  shouting and scswmzng. o~gugumtiw) 1 
p u n d e d  around trying 50 dec* whnt I ought 
to do next. 
e v t a d v  

'flow from $th (formoo to come or result from 
5th: What benefits mightjTowjrom Rouing a stn- 
~ l e  European currency? 
IsuaJI bendts lahntag~a,  consequencas 
e V+PWP 

fluff 8th 'auVup to shake or brush feathers, fur. 
ham etc. so that they look bigger or softer: The 
brrdflufed ml its fmealhers. o Let m e f l f l  upyour 
prllowsforjvlu 
EZi feather9 
g v + a d v + n  * v+nlpmn+adv 

Runk jmkt  

Funk 'nut; ,flunk out of sth WmE, Wrma.0 
to have to leave school or college because your 
markslgrades are not good enough: H e f l m k d  
out (of culkge) k t y m  
Qv+adv v+adv+prap 

flush /WI 
,flush dh  a'way to get rid d sth with a sudden 

quick flow of water: S h e p m  the un& tub 
letsow 
Qv+nlpmn*adv + v+adv+n 

,flush sbmth 'out:,flush sbtsth 'out of sth to 
f o r e  a person or an animal to leave the place 
where they are hiding: The dogsflushed out the 
deer that mere lefl in the wc& o The police 
flushed thegunmen out of the building. 
Qv+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv* 

v+nlpron+adv+prep 
,flush sth 'od; ,flush sth 'out of sth to wash 

sth out, to get rid o f  sth with a rush of water: 
Drink lots 4 f  water to flush the poisons out 03 
your M y .  
(Bv+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n * 

v + nlprcn +a& + prep 

flutter a'round: ,flutter a'round sth ( a h  
,flutter m'bout, ,nutter a'bout mth especially BrE) 
I l f  a bird or an Insect flutters around, it flies 
somewhere moving ~ t s  wmgs very quickly: But- 
terf l iesf lut te~ around (the gorden). 2 If a per- 
son flutters around, they move quickly In a 
nervous or excited way: My motmother fluttered 
abutpicking things up undpuahg things awaJ 
&v+adv *v+prep 

,flutter 'down to mow gently through the air to 
the ground: WMshmk the branches and sewn?[ 
leucresfluIuf~ down. 
@v+adv 

fly /fb/ (fllos,ftylng, f l w  /flu:ltlwvn Iflavn: 
A m E ! l m / )  

,fly a'round; ,fly 8"muttd sth ( a h  ,ffy a'bwt. 
,tfy a ' W  s thespthl ly  Bra (usmIIy used in the 
progressrue fm.ses) if a story or a piece of news is 
flying around, ~t i s  being talked about by a lot of 
people and passed from one person to another: 
Stories about hu. w t  are flying around among 
the studenis. o Rumours h u e  henflyingomud 
the ofice. 
+v+adv v+prep 

f ly  at sb (of a person or an animal) to attack sb 
suddenly and violently: Shejlew at him, hitting 
and kicking. 
Q V+PWP 

,fly 'byrpast 1 when time ffles bytpnw, it seems 
to pass very quickly: My three ywm at col& 
Jkw by. o When you have lobsof things to do, time 
ju.stjlies@st. EE3 time, days, hwm, etc. W 
Fly can also be used with this meanink espe- 
cially with the subject lime: Threwasso much to 
do the time ju$t o w .  2 when miles, etc fly 
bylpapt, a journey by car, bus, train or bicycle 



seems to pass very quickly: As the hemihfIew put 
Md w g o t  c b o n d  c h r  lo them,  thekidsgot 
more andmoremlted. rsusll rnllas, countryslds + v+adv 

,ffy 'irrrout; ,fly 'Into sth: ,fly 'out ot sth to 
arrivelleaw a plaw by plane: Sk'sflying out m 
join him in Nuhbi  nexI week. o SeuemI h& of 
stareflew into London last nightfor talks with the 
PrimMlnister 
-t see a h  FLY SSIBTH IN~OUT, PLY SR~STH 
IHTOIOUT OF STH 
e v + a d v  r v+prep * v+adv+pmp 

,fly sbtsth Virv'out; ,fly sbEsth 'Into &, ,fly 
sblsth 'out Of 8th to bring sWsth by plane to a 
place or take them away: Theyjlew us Ln byheli- 
mptet 0 M supplies are beingfrown out imme- 
dmrely. o The tmvel mmmny rsjlying m ~ p k  
out of theam lomarrow. 
3 Seeah  FLY IN~DUT, FLY INTO STH, PLY OUT OF STH 
Qv+dpmn+& 4 v+adv+n 

r + n i m + p r e p  e v+n/pmn+adv+prep 
,fly 'Into sth if sb flies into a temper, etc., they 

suddenly becomeextremely angry: Heflies Inton 
rage when you m i i o n  R ~ K  
E3E rag*, ternpr, panlc 
e v +  prep 

,fly 'off; ,fly 'off sth to come off sth suddenlyand 
with force: Thmll causedhergIosresbflyM 
Qr+adv*v+prep 

tly off the 'handle (imrma0 to became md- 
dcnly very angry 

,ffy 'Out ,fly of ~ t h  = FLY INXIUT, FLY INTO 
S T H ,  FLY OUT OF STH 

,fly sb/sth 'out; ,fly sbhth 'out of 5th = FLY 
SBtSTH I N ~ U T ,  FLY SBlSTH INM STH, FLY SBJSTH 
OUT OF STH 

,tly 'pas( =FLY B Y ~ A S T  

. . 
,fob sb 'off (m sth) IBrE) I to try to make sb 

stop asking questions or complaining by giving 
them answers or excuses that are not m e :  h n o t  
6rytryfobmefl wilhmcws.  Ztogivesbsth that 
1s different from or not as good as what they 
want. We thouphi we'd henfobhdoff  with w~r- 
lor ~ o o d 9  
EEZ sb o~ (wtth ~ t h )  
@v+nlpmn+adv v+adr+n 

,fob sth 'off ontonto sb(BrE, inforrid) totrlck 
sh into accepting stb that you do not want or sth 
that 1s not genuine: She i M  to f ib  all her Junk 
arf onlo me. 
6 v+nEpmn+adv+prep 

Yocus an shth ;  Yocus $th on s h t h  ( a h  
'focus upon sblsth, k u a  ath u p n  sWathmore 
forman 3 to give all your attention, effort, etc, to 

a particular problem, subject or person: Srrspi- 
c i o n m ~ ~ ~ d  on her hushnd. o The grogmrnm 
was inteRded hfbclls atrenttan ongIobal warm- 
ing. 2 (of eyes, a camera, etc.) to be adjusted sa 
that things can be seen clearly; to adjust sth so 
that you can see things dearly: Rest your eyes by 
ieitlng hmJDCILS on disiunt objects, o The c m -  
em lw~sfmlrserIonon OM woman. 
*v+prep v+nlpmn+prep 

fog !fba:AmEfz@, fast (-lla-1 

,fog 'Up if a glass surPace fop ap it becomes 
covered with steam or drops of watwso that it is 
difficult to we in or through ~ t :  The windsmm 
started 20 fog up  
IEZ) mlst up, mist rt uup; steam up, stearn sth 
UP 
Q v+e& 

'foist sthsbmfself on sb ( a h  W f  rth, 
sbllpumetf upon sb morefirma0 to force sb to 
accept sth that they do not want or take care of 
sb that they do not want to: Hedoesn't by tafiisd 
his beIiefs on everyom. o She resented having the 
childforsledon her whiletheprents went tmveI- 
lrng abroad. 

Foist 8th on ~b is often used in the passive. 
+ v + n l p m n + m  

,fold a'wayfdown; ,fold sth a'wayt'down to 
be able to ;be bent or arranged ~ n t o  a smaller or 
flatter shape that you can store or carry more 
easily; to bend or arrange sth in this way: The 
bed can fold awojl o You can fold the u l e  awy  
to m k e i r w r p m m  
Wlf you want to talk about s newspaper, a 
p i ~ c e  of paper, etc. use fold urr. 
(9 v+adv v+nlpmn+adv ;*a&+n 
b 'foldaway ( a b  'fdd-down, Yoldup) udj [only 
bforc noun1 that can be folded so that you can 
carry it or store ~t more easily 

,fold sth a'way to fold sth and put it away: She 
folded the newspaper a waj. 
&v+nlpmn+adv + v+sdv+n 

,fold sth 'back, 'over, 'down, etc. tobendsth 
back, over, down, etc. so that one part of i t  Ties 
flat on another: Hefolded the mrner of the page 
over lomark h i s p k .  
@v+nlpmn+adv t v+adv+n 

,told 'down; ,fold sth "down = FOLD AWAY! 
DOWN, FOLD STH AWAYlDOWN 

,fold sth 'Into 8th; ,fold sth "In (in cooking) to 
mix one substance gently with another, usually 
with a spoon: Gentfyfold Zhefiur info the mix- 
ture. o &Id in lw egg ulhfiW. 
&v*ntpmn+prep * v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+a& 

Told A In & Told B roundlmr A to wrap 
sblsth in sth: ShegentlyJolded the baby in a h n -  
ket. o She folded a blanket mlrnd the baby o He 
folded her in his arms (= be put his arms 
amund her). + v + nlpron * prep 

,fold 'up; ,fold Mh 'up to bend 8th or fold it so 
that it IS smaller: The map folds up quftesmcrll. o 
Shefiided the klesrarp andpui it In herpxkel. 
lE3 u M d ,  unfold 8th 
@ v+adv r v+adv+n * v+nlpmn+adv 
b ' fddvp d j  = FOLDAWAY Zit W L D  AWAYhOWN, 
FOLD STH AWAY~OWN 

f o i l 0 ~  /To1w;AmE T d m l  

,follow 'on 1 (fmm &)to oontinue wresult h m  
5th m a  natural or logical way: List@n mmfullv lo 
theamwwandnaakesurefhalyour narlqwstion 
Jolblus o n  oFollowing on from what JrlI has 
said, IU like to tolk about the fulure of the corn- 
p n j t  2 to leave a place after sb else and meet 
them later: You ga now, I'IIfoIlow on N1Inler 
Qvtadv 

'foil-n n (especially Brm something that 
continues or results from sth: the action of fol- 
lowing on h m  sth: The muie  Brthur 2' ump a 
sruxesSful fol lown 50 Arthur'. ofollow-on tpat- 
mmUtulks o aJol[owan wlI 

,follow 'through ( s p a )  to complete a stroke in 
tennis, golf, etc. by continuing to move the club, 
etc. after you have hit the ball 
Qv+achr 
b ,follm'thrwgh ( a h  Yollow-thmugh esm 
chlIy AnaE) n (smrt) (in tennis, golf, e k )  the 
Anal part of a stroke after the ball has h e n  hit 
3 SWQhPOLLMW-THROUGH at FOLLOW THROUGH 
(WITH STH), FOLLOW STH THROUGH 

,follow 'through, ,follow sth Through to 
complete sth you have begun or already done: 
The storedid mtfolIotu through with Ihepromu- 
twn. o He ~ w r f o l l o w s  thrngs through. 
&v+adv * v+adv+n v+n/pron+adv 
b ,follow-'through n the actlons that sb to 
completeorcontinuesth: Yourfollow~hmughon 
theprojd was not very scatrs;factorjr. 
3 see a h  FOLLOW-THROUGII at FOLLOW THROUGH 

fool /ftl2l 

,fool a'round I (BrEalra ,1001 a'bout) sth) 
to waste time or behaw in a silly way: Stapfoob 
ing about wrlh that knre! 2 (wlth sb) (especially 
Am& to have a casual sexual relationship wlth 
another person's partner or with sb who is not 
yourpartner: He's k n  fw1ingnround withother 
women. S (AmE) if two people fool around they 
kiss and touch each other in a sexual way: We 
were fmlzng around on the much when my uhd 
wlked in. 
.(gv+adv 

,force 'back sth; ,force ltrthsm 'back to try 
very hard not to show an emotion: Forcing brick 
the wars, shemid& ond smiled. 
EEi Wan 

A noun must always follow back, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and back. * Farce 
back sth is not used in the passive. 
@v+adv+n + v+pron+adv 

,force 5th ' d m  to make yourself eat or drlnk 
5th when you do not want to: She forred down her 
brealfast. 
e v + a d v + n  r v+nlpron+adv 

'force 8th on sb (alw Yo- sth upon sb more 
f o r m / )  tomakesbaccept sththey donotwant to: 
Idldn't want lo lakethe mom bulshefomd iton 
me. o Teachersfeel that c h -  are king f o r d  
on them. 

ehnnw. cuts, bclslon 
@ v + nlpron + prep 

'force ItseHhhemsdves on sb @lso TO- 
Itself(themsslves upon sb more f o m f )  if sth 
forces itself on you, you cannot avoid becoming 
awarp of it. When he mad the letter the truth 
forced itself on him. + v + pmn + prep 

Yoroe yourself on sb ( a h  Y- yourself 
upon abmoreformal)toforcesb to havesex wlth 
you when they do not want to, by using violence 
or by threatening them 
EE) r a p  sb 
Qv+pmn+prep 

, f 0 l l 0 ~  'Up; ,follOW Sfh 'Up 1 (with nth) to take 'fa- sth upon sb =FORCE sTH ON $8 
further action about sth: You shuuld folIowyow 'force ltselffthmselves upon sb = FORCE 

letter up with a phone call (= you should write ITSBLFITHAMIELVES OX SB 

first and then telephoner 2 to find out more 'fa- yourself upon sb = N R ~ E  Y ~ U R ~ ~ ~ P  ON SB 
aboutsth sb has told vouor s u ~ e s t e d  to you: The 
poim areforbwing i p  all t h e i d .  o ~ t b  w o ~ h  f ~ e g e , f ~ d ~ ; ~ d b a ,  
following up his idea laad, Id=, cornplalnt, 
matter EEL) dmaatipte slh ( ~ r e f o - t )  ,fofo'$e a'head 1 to move forward qui-: He 

+v+adv v+nlpron+adv r v+adv+n Jorgdahwd,prmtingand breathless. 2(wiM 8th) 

r 'follow-up (to sth) n [usually sing.] something make progress quickly:  he wmpany is f o p  

that continues sth. Tha 3-y IS  Q ~ ~ l o w t l p  to iw~herrd  with itsplans. o Jane's lungungeskiifs 

thegraastromire. oJolloru-up tteo-tlstudies embled her to fomahwd on t& mreer ladder: 
BE) press aheadion (wlth ah) 



fork {f~k; A ~ E ~ T ~ I  free / M I  

,fork 'Wt (for sth), ,fork sth 'Out (Won 6th ,free s h t h  'up to do sth so that sb is able to do 
(i@rmnl) to pay a lot of  money for sth, espe- sth else; to make moneg: time, ete. available for a 
cially when you do not want to: Ihad tope out particular purpose: Hauirag a m t n p f m  me 
for e cab home. 4 I had tofork out m f o r  a mb up 50 workonother t h w ,  o Insad50 freeuamre 
horn. 

- .  
drsk s p m .  

E B  shall out (h sth), *hell stk aut (for 8th) Free sWsth Is also u& with the same 
Q)v+abu * v+adv+n + v+pmn+adv + n~ean~ng.  

v+n+adv(mre) @ v+adv+n * v+pron+adv 4 v + n + a d v ( h j t e -  
,fork sth 'orsr @mE+ i @ o m O  to pay for 8th 4 w n t )  

especially when you do not want to: I haoI lo fork 
over the SIOIotwiher freeze t t i - i z / ~ l m w ~ m ~ ~ m ~ & o u z l m ~  
Bv+adv+n 4 v+pron+edv + v+n+adv(less rfraum: A m E ' h f )  

Form j f m ;  A m E b m /  
sth (informa0 toprwent sbfmm beingmrt of a 
gmup or takingpart in an activla buslnesa etc. 

,form 'up; ,form sb 'up if sold& fo- up, or by being vesy unfriendly or making things very 
sb forms them up, they get into position in difficult for them: Mycolhgues wrefreezingme 
lmes: The general formed up his rnm 0 Out. O ~ m e r i c a n  rke Brmers mmploined t h t  
Iwmgformd UP into lines. their crops were kingfmzen out of the market. 
Qv+adv v+adv+n + v+pmn+adv + -This phrasal verb is often used ~n the pas- 

v+n+arhr(mre) s l\-e. 
@ v+rdpmn+adv v+adv+n * 

foul Ifauli v * n t m + a d v + m  

mfOul 'up; ,foul sth 'up(imformt)todo sth badly: 
to swll sth, especially ;by making mistakes: The 
team can't G o d  lo foul LID in this game. o He 
admitted he'd compleblyfi~~led things up. 
)9YH) mesa up, mess sth up 
@ vtadv v+adv+n * v+n/pron+edw 
b 'foul-up n (inlormnl) a problem caused by bad 
organmation or a stupid mistake: an adminlshn- 
true foul-up o There luas a mmpuler foul-up at 
the bank and cusfwnm were sent the wrong 
staiemnk 

found /fauna/ 

'found stb on sth ( o h  YQUW d h  U ~ M  sth 
morefirm0 tobasesthon sth: TkirmI1cZusions 
tveW l a & y ~ o u n d e d o n g m ~ r k .  
,sr*, base sth ontupon ath 
W Found 8th onlupon sth is usually wed in 
t h ~  wss~ve 
(3 v + nlpron +prep 

,freak 'ovt: ,freak sb 'out (WmO if sb 
freaksout or If sthfteaks themmt, !hey react 
very smngly to sth that shocks, angers, excites 
or frightens them: Idon'i know what happened m 
thexcsms. Ijustj?eakedou!. o IthoughlI'dmn a 
ghost - it reullyfmked meout. 
=Freak and freak sb are used less often 
with thesame rneanlng. 
4 v+adv 4 v+n/pmn+adv + v + a d v + n ( h  

f w w  

b T r w z ~ u t  n (info&l, & ~ ~ l l y ~ r n ~ )  an act 
of prwenting sb from being part of a group or 
hwn taking part in an activity, a business, etc. 

,freeze ' m r  to b o r n e  cove& by ice: The r iwr  
m m f  i m s f m m z  over: 

Ice orrerlup 
@ v+adv 

,freeze 'up 1 if sth ft.eem up, it b e c D m  
blocked with h e n  liquid so that i t  cannot be 
used: The p i w  hadfmzen up. 2 if sb freezes 
up, they are so nervous, frightend or excited 
that they are unable to move. I was sa wrmus I 
froze up. 
+v+adu 

freshen l'ft.e~n/ 

,freshen 'up; ,beahen ywrself 'up to wash 
and make yourself l w k  clean and tidy after a 
journey, befom a mwting, etc: I?l just fteshen 
{naysefl up bfmdinmr 
e v + a d v  * v+pmn+actv 

,freshen ath 'up to make slh look cleaner and 
more attractiw A wt of p i n t  willfmhen this 
mom up. 
Qv+nlpmn+adv v+edv*n 

frighten 
,frl@Men slusth akrayfoPI; ,frighten sksth 

a'way from sth I to make a person or an ani- 
mal go away by making them feel afraid: The 
nowe f r i g h t e d  the birds away. o I m t i m m  lrse 

a gun bfrighten dags away fmm the hens. 2 to 
make a person or an organizat~on so nervous 
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that they are no longer interested in sth or no 
longer want to do sth: Inuestment wmpanies 
haw &en frigh- off by fearof losing money. 
E E l  scam swath m y l o f f  
@v+Wpmn+adv+v+a6u+n*v+nlpmn+prep 

,fritter sth alnay(on sth)towaste timeormoney 
on things that are not usefbl or importatant: He's 
fr~tteredaway ihemoney hwfalhmleft him. 
EEl money, time 
Q v + a d v + n  + v+nlpmn+adv 

front /rt.hntt 

'front for sbrsth to reprrsent a group or an 
organ~zation in order to hide a secret w an 
illegal activity or protect the person who is con- 
trolling it: The police muld not discover who he 
~uesfrontin$$o,: 
e v + prep 

,front 'onto sth i f a building fronts onto sth, it 
faces it: TheqparlrPlentfronBonto the h h .  
Q V + P W  

,fuck sb a'round (BrE uhio,fuck sb &bout) (A, 
slung) to treat sb badly or in an u n h e l w  way, 
causing them a delay: Don'lfwk me around. 
W A more polite informal way of saying this 
is mess sb around or, in British Englrsh, mess 
sb about. 
+v+nEpmn+adv 

,hck '&(A, slrmg)used to tellsb veryrudely to 
go a w a y : M o f f  and leovemealone! 
Qv+adv 

,tuck sb 'over UmE, A, slang) to treat sb very 
badly or unfairly: The company promised me a 
b i g m f l  but thqr really f w k d  meover: 
W A more polite informal way to say this is 
mess sb around. 
& v + nlpron + adv * v+ adv+ n (less fwm0 

P c k  'up: ,fuck sth 'up (A, s h g )  to spoil sthor 
da sth badly; to makea stupid mistake: I f  u~ls my 
fault - I fucked up. o He 'sfucked ewrytnfw w. 

A more pollte informal way to say this is 
mess (sth) up or foul (sth) up. 
@ v+adv + v+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 
b Yuck-up n (A, shlrg) 4 a problem c a d  by 
bad organhation or a stupid mistake- A 

frosf / h s t ;  ~ r n ~ h s t l  
more polite informal way to say this is foul-up. 
2 (Amm a person who does sth badky or make3 

,frosl 'ovlarl'up to become m r e d  with frost: All stupid rnlstakes 
the windowsfmsled up owmight. ,fuck sb 'up (A, sdang) I to upsetorconfllsesb so 
Q v t a d v  much that they are not able to deal with pmb- 

Iems in their life= A more polite informal 
frown /fraun/ wav to sav this is mess ~b uv. 2 MmE) to hit or 

lf- on sbmth (also - ,,wn s ~ s t h  more kick sb i a rd  many tunes & A more polite 
forman to disapprove of sb/sth:  om m w -  i ~ f o m a l  way to say thrs is beat sb up. 

anisfrotun on men not uwrzng jadrets. +v+nlprcn+adv *v+adv+n 

~ r o -  on/upon is often used in the .fueksd 'UP@ ( A , s h ~ )  thoroughly mfised 
passlve: Such behauiour ts frowned upon. or disturbed 

+ s e e a h  SMILE O N ~ U P O N  SB~STH A more polite informal way to say this is 
A %, r nmn rnwsed up. 

fry /fra11 (files, hying, Md, Mod) 

,fry & 'up to cmk fwd in oil especially in order 
to make a meal quickly: He pied up some eggs 
attdpotlrhses. 
Qv+adv+n v+nlpron+adv 
h '-up n (BrE, enfirman a meal of fried food, 
especially bacon, eggs, etc. 

,tuck a'bout (wlth sth) (BrE) = FUCK AROUND 
(WITH STH) 

,fuck sb ae'oout (Brm =PUCK SB AROUND 

$uek &round (BrE aka ,fwk a'bout) (wlth sth) 
(A ,  slang) to waste time by behaving in a silly 
way: S ~ p f 1 1 ~ k f n g m l r n d a n d g i v e m e e  hand. 
W A more polite informal way of saying this 
IS mess around or, in British English, mew 
about. 
6 v+adv 

'ruck wlth sb to treat sb badly in a way that 
makes them annoyed 

A more polite way to express this is mess 
wlth sb. 
O ' * P ~ P  

fuel PfiwalJ I-11-, AmE -I-) 

,Fuel 'up; ,fuel sth 'up to put he1 into a vehicle: I 
need to fuel up b@re 1 h?gin the tfip o mum- 
frw)OnocoIdmrn~ngIIikelofw1 upwitha hot 
breakfmt. o o p L ?  m a hurry can fuel up their 
mtsand Fhamseluesinomslop. 
+v+adv e v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv*n 

,fumble a'round (aka ,fumble a'bout esperially 
BrE) to move awltwwdlx especially using your 
hands to do sth or to 5nd sth: Hefumblad around 
in the dnrk ttying&find the law. 
@ v+adv 
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furnish /%mrJ; ArnE'fs:nu$/ 

Yurnlsh sbsth WItb 8th Vwmar) to supply or 
provide sblsth with sth: Shefurnished him with 
theloas surround~ng the case. 
B supply sblath (with sthE 
@ v + ntpron + prep 

fuss lfnsj 
'fuss at sb (A,&') to complain to sb a b u t  sWsU! 

veryonen in an annoying way: She'saIwaysfuss. 
ingat meabour mysmokim. 
e V + P ~  

'fuss over sbmth to pay alot of attention, or tw 
much attention, to sblsth S& likes lo hauesome 
one lo fuss OWE 0 When she gels rtervow she 
f u m  wer unirnmrnntdelaik 
-Fuss over sb can be used in the passive: I 
harp kine- owr 
0 v * ~ r e ~  

futz /hts/ 

,fW a 'mnd  (ArnE, spoken, slang) te spend time 
do~ng unimportant things: Ijlrstfulzed around 
all morningandgotmthiwdone. 

mess around l B r 0  
@v+& 

aabble h e b i t  she's had tw kidnw tmnsphm and now her - . -  , 

,gabble anwayton .(abut ah) t~ talk quickly 
famiKy Ore Fnbling On Q' oWQfion. 
We regambling on the weather kingj'ine on SaG 

and fora long time about sth so thatpwple find it ..dA.. 
dlmcult to understand you or become bored: "'"uJ 

,k,mmneon the radio wasaabblimrrmy ln afor- ' 
eKn language. o Nmla  gabbledon abut her SgeeDl hyfraeM'for hours. 
4 v+adv ,gang 'up (agalndon ab) ((irdbrmab to join 

together, especially to oppose, threaten, hurt or 
gad l s ~  ( 4 - 1  frrghten sb: My brothers are ahmys gmging up 

,gad albouUa'mund (o[d-f&foned, ii@rmal, z' 
humorous, esw5ully BrE) to go to different 
plaoes looking for fun and excitement, especially 
when you should be doing sth else: I! 'strhubtim "gPeS1 '**' 
he stopped~nddtg about ond settleddown. .gas 'up; ,gas d h  'up(AmE, i@rmaD toputfhel 
& v +-a-dv - ~n a vehicle: I'll have to gas up wore  we leave. o 

Haveyou & up thecar? 
gag is=%/ <ss-> EO fuel up, fuel sth UP 

be 'gagglng for sth (BrE, slang) (only wed in 
Qv+adv 4 v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

the-Pron-ive lenses) if somebody is ga@ng 
for sth, they want ~t very much: We iwuereollgag- 
g!nglbra burger o Nofall mkstfzssaregag~i~d 
for it (= wantlng to have sex with sb). 

You can alsouse be gag- to do ~ J O O G  
baIlersgagging toplqvlor their country 
0 V + P ~ P  

gain isem/ 
'gain In ath to get more of a particular quality: 

The students are slowly gaining in mr@em. 
E!Zi popularfty, contiden-, strsngth 
Q v+prep 

'gain on sbMh (aften d In the pmgmsIue 
f e r n )  to come closer to sblsth. especially sblsth 
that you are chasing: We w e r ~  gain&? on t k  cur 
infront. 
~ V + P W P  

gat her r9 - r )~  

,gather a'round; ,gather a'round s h t h  
(nrE a h  ,gather 'mund, ,gaYker 'mund bbIsM) 
to come together ln onc place, forming a group 
around sblsth: Everyontguihered around lo hwr 
shesong. o They ollgathered round the table" 
+v+adve v+prep 

,gather ath 'In to collect a quantity of t h W  
especially amps, and putthem all together in one 
place 
D harmat cmp 
@v+nlpmn+adw + v*adw+n 

,gatttw'mund.,gather 'round sbMhISr.T) = 
LATHER AROUND, GATHER AROUND SBkTH 

,gather sth to'getherrup to bring bogether 
objects that have k n  spread around: She 
gathem9 together her Mongings and l@. 
D papem, belongings, Mlngs 
D l 3  Gather sth isusedlessoften with thesame 

- 
,gamble sth akay to lose 5th such as money, 

your possessions, etc. by risking it/them on a 
card game, horn race, etc: Shegumbled away an 
our m n q r  
EZEJ monq 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

'gamble on sth; 'gamble on doing ath: 
'gamble an sbrsth doing sth to take a risk 
with sth, hoping that yoit or ~t will be succeasful: 

gear InMr): AmEgrI 

'gear sth tottowards sb/sth; 'gear sth 
toflowads dolng 8th to make or change 8th 
so that i t  is suitable for a particular need or an 
appropriate level or standard: Thegrogramme rs 
clearly geared to a leennp alld*. 0 We uy to 
gwr our muices lo cuslomers' r e q u h m e n t  o 
The poi& is geared lo~uards onratting nu- 
back to work. 

This phrasal verb is u s d y  used in the 
passlve. 
Q v + n l p m n + w  



,@ear 'up (fM ahlto do sth), ,gear sbmthryour- 
self 'up (for sthtlo do ah) to be prepared, ready 
and able to do sth; to become or make sWsth1 
yourself ready, prepamd or able to do sth: The 
phyers are gearing up (or the big game. o The 
hospituI i s  gearing iisev up to dm1 with new 
pltlenls. 

Gear shth up is usually u& in the 
paaswe. 
@v+adv r v+ntpmn+adv v+adv+n 

,gee 'up (BrE) u& to tell a horse to start moving 
or to go faster 
Qv+& 

,gee sb 'Up (BrE) to encowage sb to work harder 
or faster or to perform better: Their success Inrt 
week willgce the lenm up, 

v+nlpron+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,gen 'up; ,gen sb@ou-W 'up (on 8th) (old. 
fashioned. BrE, idormu0 to find outabu t  sth; to 
get or give sb information on sth: I must gem 
mysekf upfor #he rnhruiew. 
@v+adv r v+nlpmn+achr 

Wt /set/ (gemnab got, wt Ignt AmEsnal) 
IEfE in spoken American English, the past par- 
tlc~ple gotten is almost always used. 

-about -In - sbwe 174 -Inon 
across  -Inw@h - aRsr -into 
-ahead, ahead of 115 -off 

111 -along -offon 
-around -offffer - around to -off on duiw 
-at -oWwih 
-away 116 -on 
-awayfmm -on at 
-away* - onto. on to 
-back 117 -out,OVtd 

112 -backat -OM@ - back into 118 -over 
-back to *past 
-back m r  -round 
-back wilh - ~ u n d  to 
-behind -through 
-beyond 119 -to 
-bv - logether 
-down 120 -up 

113 -downon -upaslin - d m  to -up to 

,get a ' b w  l IBrEalso ,gel a'mund) if sb who is 
old or ill gets about, they me able to move mm 
place to place without difficulty: Shegets about 
with the h l p  4f a slick. 2 (BrO =GET AROUND 

Q v+adv 

,get a'bod sth (Brm =GET naouw STH 

,get a'bove yourself ( @ s p e c t a l l y (  & 
I R  IheprogressiwEenses) to have toohigh anopin- 
ion of yourself; to behave as iE you are better 
than other people: She's bmz w i n g  a bit u h v e  
herself since winning thataward. 
Ov+vre~+pron 

,get a'Cmss (to ab) to be communicated lo sb or 
understood by sb: T h  megsnge isjinnlly getting 
a c m  to thepublic. 
+v+adv 

,get a'cross; ,gel a'cross sth to move h m  
one side of a river, a bridge, a street, etc, to the 
other: How mn we get across m the khndPo The 
o n b w q v l o ~ ~ o s s I h e l a k e r s Q b o Q I . o C a n  
m get across the city without Raving to use the 
subway? 
+v+arhr * v+prep 

,get 8th a ' c m  (ah ,gst  8th 'aver less frequent) 
(to sb) to communicate sth to sb; to make sth 
clear tosb: He'smt wrymadgel t inghu.  Idws 
acrrrss ta the class. o You'll have ED *ink of new 
masof getting your msmge across elfectiwly. 
E E  mensage. polnt, idea EfR) put 8th across 

Get sth across is not used in the passive. 
Q wtnlpmn*adv * v+adu+n 

,get sblsth a'crtws sth (also ,gel sWtth 'orsr 
8th) to move sblsth, or to help sblsth mow, fbm 
one side of 8th such as a road, river, bridge, wall, 
etc. to the other W'vs got to get supplies n c m  
the border somhoul o We got al l  the injured sol- 
diers wmss the rivel: o RiEIygot themny overthe 
jumps with d W l [ y .  

Get sblsth acrwss sth is not used in the 
passive, + v + nlpron + prep 

,get 'Met sb (irllbrmal, e s m l l y  Am& 1 to 
keep asking or telling sb to do sth, often in an 
annoying way: She's been gettingafter me to take 
u vacation. o I had to get after Jack to clearn his 
room. 2 to try to catch sb, especialIy after they 
havetwmmitted a crime: W e d t o  be lougheron 
those who wmi t  crimeandget after drug u s m  
more. 
* V + P ~ P  

,get a'head; ,get a'head of sb to make more 
progress than other people, companies, etc.; to 
k o m e  successful in your ltfe or your career: I t  
isn't eusy toget ahead in the movie business. o By 
doing extra homework, he h e n  got ahead of his 
ciassmases. 
Qvtadv v+adu+prep 
D U  gel a ' h a d  of p u m U  to tell sb pth before 
you have fully expla~ned the background or the 
details that they need to know f i s t  

, g d  a'long (informal) 1 ( o m  wed in t h e ~ m  
siveimses) to leave aplaoe: 16's hte. We'd belterbe 
getlmg along. o One more corn and then I musf 
getalong. + s e e o l s o ~ ~ ~  O N  57Iwlth sWtOg6ther) 
=GET O H ~ ~ ( W ~ ~ ~ S ~ ~ ) = C W O F I ~  + v+adv 

,get anround (BrE afm ,gat a'bout) I (informal) 
to mwe fromplace toplaw; to go to lots of differ- 
ent places: You certainly get around! Paris om 
minute. Bonn the next. o Shemn uwmy cortoget 
around whsle s b ' s  here. 2 (of news, a piece of 
information, etc.) to -me known by a lot of 
people: The news of her mignation s w n  got 
around o Word soon got amund lhut lhey were 
hauing an aflai~ 3 to have an active social life 
and be aware of what is happening: It's tirneyou 
m t  around more. + a a h  GET OUT 2 4 (Mar- 
ma{, disapproulng) to have sexual relationships 
w ~ t h  lots of dmerent people 5 = GRT ABOUT 1 
Qv+adv 

,gel a'mund; ,(let a'round sth = GET ROUND, 

GET ROUND STH 

,get a'mund sb(apciullyAnrE) =GET ROUND SB 

,get a'round sth ( B r E e h  ,get a'bout sth, ,gd  
'rwnd 8th) 1 to mwe around a city a countm 
etc. It's caw to get around Am&m on a 
hrcycle. 3 (of news, a piece of infomation, etc.) 
to become known by a lot of wop1e: News soon 
gets round the o m .  o M didn't lake longfor the 
rumour to get aall mound town. 3 (especially 
A@ =GET ROUND STH 3 
Q V + P ~ F  

,get a'round to eth: ,get a'round to doing 
~ f h  = GET ROUNDlAAOUND TO STH, GET ROUND! 
AROUND TO DOING STH 

'get d sb (Wrmao 1 (uswily br in the pm 
gressive t e r n )  to keep criticizing sb: S m  k p r -  
en& are always getting at him o She feels she's 
being got a!. 2 to influence sb, especially 
Lllegally, for example by threaten~ng them or 
offer~ng money+ in order to persuade them to say 
5th untrue oract in an unfair way: Oneof the wil- 
nesses had ken got a#. o They e m  tried gehling 
a t  the judge. 

Get at ~b can be used h the passive. 
Q v + prep 

'get at sbtsth to reach or obtain sWsU1; to h d  a 
way of entering a place, talking to sb, looking a t  
sth, etc: Theflles are locked up andlcan'tgel at 
them. o Imn'tgei atmy inheri fam untilI'm 21. 
llEll3 Get at sblath can be used in the passive: 
putitlnap[ace urhmitmn btgotatmsily. 
B v + prep 

'getat sthtolearn,discwerorRndout~ We've 
got to get at the truth. 
EE t r u t h ~ V t n d 8 t h o U  + v + prep 

mwhal are you. w he, &. pettin@ at7 
(spoken) used to ask. often in an anm way. what 
sb islwas suggestmg: Whnt m c t l y  are you get- 
trng o t 7 0  1 see what you're getting ai, but Im 
sfraid f can't help you with thut. 

,get a'way 1 to have a holidaylvamtion: We're 
hoprngfogetaway fora&w&ysrrtEastm 0 WlII 
you manage get owny thisywr?2 (fmm sthl. ..) 
to succeed in leavlng a place I t  tlms rnisdqv 
before we$mlly managed to g& almy. o I won't 
be obIe toget awayfrom the ofice Wore  Z 3 (fmm 
sblsthl ... ) to escape kom sb or a plaw: The 
thieves got away in a blw uaa o You're not gei- 
I r n g  a m y f o r n  me so a s i l y ! 4  ,* 'awry (with 
you)! (BrE, spoken, h m ~ n g o I d f ( ~ ~ h i o n e & u ~  
to show that you Rnd it djmcult to believe what 
sb has just said: Get away! You wuld n e w  run 
thatfar! o 'I'mgorng to Isve in Chrm"Maway 
withyou!'- go on 
@v+adv  

'@away n [usually sing.] 1 the act of leavinga 
place in a h u m ,  especially after committing a 
crime: They madea quickgehm~t 2 a short holi- 
daylvamtion; a place for this: Ihepopuhr hhnd 
~eiawwof pen an^ 

,get a'way from ath; ,gel a-y from ddng 
sth to start doing sth in a difFerent way or talk- 
ins about a different subjmt. The clubshouldget 
away from rts oldfmhioned rmqge and try to 
atlrm younger m p k .  o I frW to get aluayfmm 
the sub~ectof hbies,  
Q v+ adv + oreo 
h a&; *om all (immn to haw a 
short holidaylvacation in a quiet place where 
you can relax them% no getting a'way firom w t h ,  
you can't get amway from sth you have to admit 
that sth unpleasant is true: There's no getting 
awayfrom the fact that hb mistoke lost thegame 
fir hLs #emn. 

,get sbrsth a'way from sth to remove sWsth 
from somewhere: Gef that dog a w f m m  me! 4 
Someone was hying lo gei An~ela  awayl7vm the 
lufndo~. 
~ G e t s W B t h a w a y ~ s t h I s n o t u s e d i n  
the paqsiw. + v + nlpmn + adv + prep 

,get a'way wtth sth I to steal sth and escape 
with it: Thieues mirled the hbonk and got away 
with ESOWO. 2 (also .get a'way wlth d D 1 ~  sth) 
(informan to do 5th wrong and not be punishcd 
or criticized for it. I can't Wleueyou chealed in 
the exnm and got away with it! o NoWy gets 
away with iinsulting me like that. 3 to receive a 
relatively light pmiphment: For s& a serious 
ajJhce he was lucky tog& a m  with afine. EEJ 
flne, warning 
Q v + adv + prep 

,get 'back 1 (hodto sthl.. .) to return, especially 
to your home: What t i m  dfd you get back Inst 
nwht?o Weonly got bockfrom oar tripypsle&p 



gel back 11 ..... .............................. ........................ -1 *l.III.* 

o It'll takeusten mneinutes#ogetthemand$vemln- 
urn &get back. 2 ( from sWsth)(usedespecially to 
giw orders) to move away from a place, a person 
or sth that is hapmmg:  Gel back or I'll s h t !  
EE) atand bnck: back oW + v+adv 

,get sb 'baek T topwsuadesb to begin amman- 
tlc relationship with you again, after you have 
been apart for some time: I'w h n e  ewerything I 
cun @get her brick. 2 (for sthlfordoing 8th) (infor- 

= GRT BACK AT SE 

Get 6b back is not used in the passive. 
Q u + nlpmn adv 

,get sbtsth 'back (to ah!...) to take sblsth back 
to a place afker they have been away Rom I t :  We'll 
get her back home &fore midnfgh t. 
Elll Get sWsth bnck isnot used in thepassive. 
@ v + nlpmn + adv 

,get sth 'back to obtain sth again after you have 
lost 11, spent it, lent it to sb, etc: She'sg~t  her OM 
job h c k .  o I never lend mp.k books: y ~ u  mewr 
gel them back. o If ldon't Like thedress, mn Iget 
my monw bnck? o Thereisn't much of a & m o f  
getting the w a l k  k k  (= it has been stolen). 
EE5il Get sth backcannot be used in the passive. 
Q v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n(mre) 
03II gel your 'breath k k  (BrE) to start breath- 
Ing normally again after physical exercise: It 
look me a whlle to pd my breath tuck qfter m- 
aing for the bbu 0 (t5gurative) I hown't hQd a 
moment lo get my b m t h  back (= T've k e n  very 
busy) since wecum back from Plllgrae. 

,get 'back at s b ( a h  ,get ab 'back) (for s t m r  
dolng 5th) ( W o r n 0  to punish or hurt sb 
because they have done sth unpleasant to you: 
This i~ his way of getting back at m ~ % r  arguing 
with him, o I'lIgether W k f i r  whatshe'sdone. 

pay ~b back (for sthtfor doing sth) 
@ v +adv + prep v + ntpron + adv 

,get back 'Into sth to start being interested or 
lnvolved In a particular activity again: She'If #y 
to get k k  into journalism when the kids start 
school, o How soon sburruld lgei back inlo serious 
Iroining? 
+v+adv+prep 

,get 'back to sb to reply to sb or contact them 
again by  letter or by telephone: k u e  a message 
andI'I1get back to you a s s w n a s I m . o  T h q  
nevergot bnck to meabout my ordm 
+v+a&+prep 

,get 'back to sffr to start doing or tatklng a h u t  
sth agam: to return to sth: Toget back lo what I 
~ y r s  saying ear l iw . . .oOm I m s  awake I 
couldfl'l get h c k  to sh& o Lei's get BncR fo the 
win?. 
Q v+adv+prep 

2 ............... .......................... ............... - - ....................... 

,get 'baek with sb; ,get baek te'gether to 
begin a rumantic relationship with sb again, 
aRer you have been apart for Bome time: Jack's 
getting back with hisexexgirlfriend. o Jackand his 
grrifriend oregetting back m e  
+ S W C I ~ G E T  TOGETHER 2 
ev+adv+pmp v+adv+adv 

,get be'hlnd(wlthsth)tonot goas fast as Pnwes- 
saryor asother-Ie; to not produce sthat the 
r~ght time: O m  I @  behind (with my d) it's 
vep hardtomtch ufi o We'regettinghhM with 
t h  rent. 
EE) dmp bahlnd, dmp behlnd ~Wsth; fall 
behlnd,lall behlnd sbEsth E g  get ahsad 
&v+adv 

,get be'hiild ~ b M h  1 to move into a p i t i o n  
behind sblsth: If yougetkhindth tree, she won't 
seeyou. o HeswmslogomndwhenhegetsMind 
the w h l  oJ a cm 2 to reveal the person or thing 
responsible far starting or developing sth: This 
is a programnm@ that really gets behind the wrld 
@ mp musk. 3 {especially AmE) to support 
sWsth and help them to s u c d  The whole town 
got behindhimtthewmpnign. 
~ V + P ' B P  

,get be'yand sth 4 ( a h  ,get 'psa sth) to move 
or advance further than a particular place: I 
hauen't been able to get kyond chaptkr one. o 
When we got kyond Yo& it started to smut 2 
(also ,get 'm~t sth) to make progress so that you 
no Ionger do or are interested in a particular 
thing: Hasn't she got kyondlmt the slage of 
sucking her thunab yet'? 3 to become more than 
sth: Whar dourlossesget beyond lo%? + v + ~ r e v  

get W a 'joke to become annoying and 
no longer acceptable: Thb m f n  isgetting beyond 
a joke tel'sgo ins&* 

,get 'by to manage to live or do a particular thing 
using the money, knowledge, equipment, etc. 
that youhave: Howldoessheget byonsuchasmall 
salury? o Wre you mmiw mom money now?' 'T 
ge~bjl'oShePgotadwdIiwlomeet, soshe'sget- 
ling by on uirtmEly no sleep o Jdon't kmw a lot 
QJ Italian, but I mn get by. o 5% begh with, you 
can mt  by with a few simple mls. o Getting by 
isn'lgow' enoughfor me. I want to ksuceessfuI. 
Qv+adv 

,get 'by; ,get 'by s M h  = GET PAST, GET PAST 
SBISTH 

,get ' down I (from sth) to mow from a higher 
posit~on to a lower one: Thedrivergotdown~m 
his t m k  to help me. get up 2 to bend down- 
wards from a standing pwltion and sit, kneel or 
lie on the ground: The children got down on their 
hands and W a n d p w t e n d a d  to be lions. o He's 
going to s h t !  Get downlmPP, get up 3 (to 
sthl ...I to visit or arrive at a place further south 

in the country than the place where pou live: 
How long did it tukeyou logetdown here?ED 
get up 4 [from sth) (BrE) (of  children) to leave 
the table after a meal: Please m y  I get down 
(from the mbk)? 5 (to sth) (spken, inform0 to 
go to a p h w  I'll get down there slraighi m y .  o 
I'ue got five minutes logel down 50 !he store. 6 
(A&, informnf) to relax and enjoy yourself. 
especldy in a very lively way: kt's get down 
andmriy! 
+v+adv 

,get 'down; ,get 'down Bfh to move h r n  a 
h~gher place to a lower one, for example using 
stairs, a rope. a Ladder, etc: Whatmyou doingon 
the 1abW"t down nowIo Didyou get down the 
hzll without any d&%ul@? 0 How does water gd 
down the back of thesink? 

get up, get up sth 
+v+adv+v+prep 

,get sb 'down (i?$orman to make sb Peel sad or 
depressed: This wwther is m l i y  genhg ma 
down. o Don't let itgetyoudown toommuch. 

depmS* 5b 
EElIA Get sb down is not used in thepass*. 
Q v+nlpron+adv 

... ,get sb~sth ' d m  1 (to sthl ) to send or move 
sWsth to a place, often a place further south in a 
country: Get soiwlmdy down here stmight amx 
o We'll newI to get !ha boat down to the south 
amst. rapp, get sWsth up 2 (h a h )  lo move 
sWsth rroma higher position toa lower one: Can 
yougetajar downfrom iheshe[ffor me?o Hegat 
thehbydownfmm fhehr,~hchairandputkon 
thejlml: o Gel your head down! I= bend so that 
your head is low) He's goiw 0 shoot!= In 
informal spoken language get sb down sth and, 
less often, get sb sth down, are also used. Cnn 
you get medourn that h o o k 7  o Canyotiget m@ that 
h k d o w n  
E X W  Get sbkth down is not used in the passive. 
+v+n/pmn+adv 

,get s th  'down l (ah ,gut sth 'dorm M p u  
i@rml) to swallow sth, usually with difficulty: 
The Wic ine  was so horrible f muld hardly get it 
down. o Gel this tmdown you, thenyorr 'llfwl bet- 
ler DYQ swallow sth 2 to make a note of or 
record sth: &t it down in writmg. o Ijust m- 
aged loget down the car's reglslralIon numbe~ o 
Dzd you get hrs name and telephone numbm 
d o w n l m  note nth down: take ath dorm; 
writs sth down 3 to reduce sth, especially the 
cost or priceof sth:lfrwbrrr$nin, wemay ha& 
to get the price down, 4 How can 1 get my b l d  
pressuredown? BE) bdng sth d m :  lower sth 
-Get sth d m  cannot k e  used in the 
passive. 
Q v+dpmn+adv + v+edv+n (hs f reqmt )  

1 also v + nlpron+ prep 

L3 m in ............................................................. ....................... _ ........... - 
,get sblsth *down nth tomanage tomweshlsth 

from a higher plaw ta a lower one, for example 
using stairs, a rope, a ladder, etc: I wn'l gei the 
h k m w  down rhesmlrson myown 
W Get sMsth dawn rsth cannot be used In the 
pas~ive. 
Q v + nlpmn + prep 

,mat sth 'doWTl sbwu (imi-WIU0 = GET SW 
DOWN 1 

,get 'down on sb/sth (for sth) L4mE, s h g )  to 
think that sWsth IS wmng and to criticize them: 
She's alwuys getting down on m f o r  coming in 
late. o I l ' s ~ l o ~ e t d o w n o n W @ m d a y t o d a y  
andfoixet the~rgoodpoinfi. + v+ adv + prep 

,get 'down to sth: ,get 'down to dolng sth to 
begin to do sth, to give serious attention to sth: 
Let >get damn to business stmkhl aluay. 0 Isn't 
it about limeyougot down to work70 RPnd the 
text all thc way through wore yon get down to 
trarnlaft~ Lt. 
EECi business, work 
Qv+adv+pmp 

,get 'In, ,get 'Into sth 1 to arrive at a place: 
When do you normally get In I= arrive home) 

f m m  tuork? o What time do you gel into work m 
the morning? o The tmingot in loti?. o What frme 
doas yourjlrghtget into HmtWw?Z (ah ,get 'In 
sth informal) lo sucoeed In entering a place, 
especially a buirding: How did t k  bbrghrs get 
in9 o They broke a window togel into the h o w .  o 
You mnbtg& in (= to amncert. part): etc.) without 
a ticket. oMaybewemn@in the wlndow7EkB 
get out, get out of sth 3 ( a h  ,get 'In szh) to 
enter or goinsidesth:Heranh thecaegar lnand 
dmw fl o I saw Jan getting into a cnb. o Hurr). 
up u n d ~ e t  into bed. o Get in the car! o He needs 
help gefting in the both. o lwki ly  the poison 
hasn't got into her bloodstreom o The smell of 
smokegot Into all my c l o t h .  ZEl get out, get 
out of sth 4 tobe elected to a political pos~tion: 
They need 326 smrci lo get in. o The Republimn 
mndidale go! in with a small rnaloritg o When 
didsheflfintgeiintohrlinmentP5 to gain aplace 
at a school, college, univelgitx etc: S h ' s  uppiled 
for Cambridge, hut doesn't know if she'[lg@l In. o 
Itriwltogei 1nlo Hanmrd, butIwasn'tmepled 6 
(also ,get 'In sth informal) (BrE, sport) to be 
chosen as a member of a sports team. Heplay& 
wl l  atthe aiulsfor the footboItteam andgot in, o 
11I neuergei inlo the seniar srde. o Did you ger in 
lhe t ~ m  
+ S e e a h  GET lNT0 STH; GET INTO STH, GET 
SF~YOURSELF ZNTO STH 
+v+adv + v+prep 

,get 'in sth =GET IN, GET INTO STH 236 
,get sb 'In 1 tocaUsbtoyourhome,e~todoajob 

for you: W l l  have togPlap1umM in fn mmendths 
pipe. 2 to attract a large audience: A p a n i o m h  



usuallyge& tkcrowdP in. W pull ab In 3 ( a h  
,getsb'lntosth) tofitsbinasmallplace: Canyou 
get another person in (= in a car, for example)? 

M sbtsth In, fft sWsth Into rth 4 ( a h  ,get 
sb 'Into sth) to make It possible for sb to get into 
aplace, attend an event, etc: lmme tothestage 
d o o ~  can youget m in? 

Get sb in cannot be used in the passive. 
+v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n(rrsre) 

,get stb 'In 1 to oollect or gather sth and bring it 
inside a plam: Didyougel in the d i n g  when it 
storlad mining? o Can you gel the bags in from 
the car? o We worked hardall week loget thecorn 
in. EB7 bring sth In 2 to buy a supply of 8th: 
Huueyou~ut:otyourcwI inforthe winteryet? o UWI 
YOII be gertrng any more of t h  dresses into 
(inJiortna0 Who's going to get the beers in (= buy 
beer for everyMy)?3 to manage to do, have, etc 
sth, although there is not much time: I can only 
get ira an hour'spiam pmEk a day. o We ought 
to ~ e t  in another meeliw bef3w the end of the 
month. 2B9 fit sth In 4 to manage to say sth, 
usually when there are lots of people  talking: 
She talks so much that it's impossible to get a 
word In. o 'Excuse me: I euentuaZ@ got mn, T 
think I m h l p y o a ' m  wwd 5 to manage to 
finish a piem of work and give it to sb in author- 
ity, for example your teacher: Dld you manage to 
get yourproject in on time?@ (also ,get sth 'Into 
sth) tofitsthinasrnallplace: Howare wegoingto 
get everything in? EY) fit sth in, Rt  sth lnto stk 

Get 6th in cannot be used in the passive 
6 v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
3 v+ adv + n + v+ nlpron + adv (Zesspcqwnt) 
4 also v + adv+ s p w h  
(ot) get a word In 'sdlleways (AmE 

(not) get a wwd In 'edgewise) to(not) beable to 
say anythingbecause sb else 8s talkingtw much: 
W h n  those two get together: you can't W o w r d  
m edgeways. 

,get 'in on Sth (irsfot+m~ to become involved or 
take mrt in an activity: How did she mmge ro 
gel in on the deal? o He's hoping 60 get in on m y  
d~l~ssionsuboutthenewprrjecf. 
+see also BE I N  ON STH 
+v+adv+prep 
m@ ,In on the ' a d  (inform0 to become 
involved in an activity that sb else has started, 
especially togetsthforyoupselESimthes~ 
d thefirstfour-wheel drives, other mmpm&es oar@ 
getling in on tk neacl too. 

,get 'In with sb (infotmab) to try to become 
friendIp with sb, espddly in d e r  to gain an 
advantage for yourself: Have you noticed how 
he's trying ta gel in with the h ? o  She got in 
wiinn badmwdtrtschool. 
+v+adv+prep 

,get 'lnto rb 
bv+ prep 

what has got Imto Ib? (spoken) used to say 
that sb has started to behave In a strange or dif- 
ferent way: What's gut inlo you? o 1 don't know 
what's got into Georgia W I y  - sheb so bad- 
fempetpd. 

,get 'Into 8th 1 to put on a piece of clothing, espe- 
crally with difilculty: Icun'tm into lAeseshoes: 
they 're tm small, o She wants toget into o size 40. 
o Go upstairs and get into your pyjamas 2 to 
start a career ina particularpmfession: Cnnyou 
give me any aduice on getting into M'wrtising? 3 
( a h  'get into ddng sth) to become ~nvolved in 
an activ~ty: to start 5th: We got into a conuersu- 
iion aboutpIIution. o Hegot into takingdrugsot 
school. o Sam's always getting iniofi~hss. o Am 
you s m g o u  know what mu'w gelltng info?EZTi 
convanatlon. tlght, argument 4 to develop a 
habit, a routine, etc: I don't aunt loget into bad 
hobits. o We'ue go1 into a routine wrth the 
h b y  now, o Get tm the habtr of checking your 
mrk mr%fullY E E i  habit, mullne IEE9 get out 
of 5th 5 (Worm@ to h e l o p  a taste for or an 
interest in sth: I'm reallygetttng into jazz t h e  
&ys. 6 tobecome familiar with 6th; tolearnsth: 
I hawn't m l l y  got into my new job yet 7 to be 
found and used in a particular way or by particu- 
lar people: I hope the story doesn't get inta the 
pupers. o I don't w n t  thrsfik geltfng into the 
wrung hands I= getting to people who should 
not seeft). 
+see a h  GET r N ,  GET INTO STH; GET INTO STH, 
GET SB~YOURSBLF INTO STH 
Q v+oreo 

,get ' lnto'sth; ,net sbrywnlielf 'Into ath to 
reach a prticular state or condition, especially 
a bad or unpleasant one; to make sb d o  this: Jerty 
walwaysgetting into IroubIeusa boy, o Her lit- 
tle brother wasa~waysgettingherinto t tvubk o 
My sense of humour often gets me inlo trouble! o 
The company has got Into d~$vuities E= financial 
pmb1ems). o Hrs passion for sailing hrrs got him 
into debt. o That 3 a n o t k  fine m rue got 
mysew into! o IA you m i m e  what you 're getti& 
lvouwu) i&P 
EZ9 get out d .th; get sblyouneif out of rth 

Get sb into sth cannot be used in the pas- 
she. 
+ ~ 8 e  U ~ G E T  IN, GET INTO STH; GET INTO STH 

@V+PP * v+nlpron+pre~ 
D l  get ub Into 'bed to persuade sb to have a sex- 
ual relationship with you 

,get sb 'into sth =GET SB I N Q , ~  

,get sth 'into s th  =GET STH IN 7 
,get 'off 1 to leave a place or start a fourney: We 
ought lo get off  shaighi am bmkfan,  o to get 
ofl lo bed,umrk 2 IWWI sth) to escape or nearly 
escape punishment: He got off with 0 mall f ine .  
o Companfes who m2lut.e t h ~  enuimment haw 
been~ettilrgqflrlightly. 3(wlth 8th) toesmpeor 
nearIy escape iwuw in an accident: She ruas 

I& bo get with j u t  a fiw b r u k  4 (BrE. 
ilaformaDtogotoslep: Iwuldn't#&@ t o s b p  
h t  night. 5 ( A M ,  ~ r t f o m l ,  usually diwppraw 
in@) to be bold enouRh to say or do sth: I don't 
know where you get off saying thnt musicians 
don't make much money 8 ( A M ,  A) to have an 
orgasm (= strong feelings of sexual pleasure) 
ev+adv 

get off ta a Rylrtg 'start; get off to a Hyer to 
make a very good start: The ream have got off 
to a flying sari this m n .  get off to a good, 
bad, slow, etc. start to make a god ,  bad, slow, 
etc. start get off on the rlghth'mng Toot(infnr- 
mu0 to start a relat~omhip welllbadly: Markand 
Itnunaged togetof on the wmnc: foot. 

,get 'off; ,get 'off sb(irzJorm[) used to tell sbto 
stop touclkingsb. Getoff (me)! You're hurli~gmy 
arm 
+v+adu + v+prep 

,gel 'off; ,get 'off 8th 1 to leave a bus, train, 
plane, etc. that you an? trawlling in: Ask the 
driver whew m get off  o Lei's gel off the bus and 
w a l k f h e r p s l q f I h ~ p ~  geton,gaonsth 
+ see a h  GET OUT. GET OUT OF STH 2 2 to move 
yaur body mrn sth you are sitt~n& standing, 
lyin& etc. on, down to the ground: Get 4ff th# 
table a! o m !  o Yow bike'sgot afiat @re. You'd 
better get of land walk.^ get m,geton sth 3 
to leave work with permission: I normallyget off  
atS30, butI'lltiylogeloflmrlier. o W~attimedo 
you get oofJ work tomorrow? 4 to stop touching 
sth: Get ofl those m h !  They're for your gmnd- 
purents. 
Qv+adv + v + m  

,get 'off d h  I to leave a place where you 
shouldn't really be: Get OJT land!ECi hnd, 
properky 2 to stop discussing a particular sub- 
ject: Doesn'tshe ewrget ofl thesubjecl of mcrney? 
rn sub~ect 3 m stop us~ng the telephone: Con 
you lell r r r e  w m  jrou get off the phone? o Gel off 
that phone? I'm luaaing Jar a mil. phone, 
line= get on d h  4 to stopusingordo~ng 6th 
that you have been uslng or doing as a habit. I'm 
determrnd hgei  o r  the dmgs. E L  dnrgs, drlnk 
+ see also CRT SR OFF STB 1 5 VlmD to say or 
wr~te  s t h  amusing 
+V+P@P 
D X i  get off my "baeWcas6 (spoken, f-1) 
used toasksb tostopannoylngyouby criticizing 
you or telling you to do t h m p  get (m) off the 
'gmund to start happning successfully; to make 
sth do this: The projwt w w  shiu In get off iht. 
ground. o togeta new mmpanyolf theground 

,get sb 'off 1 (to ... ) to make or help sb leave a 
place or stattafourney: I?icume&rl'vegot the 
chiIdrPn off  to school. 2 to make a baby, a child, 
etc. fall asleep: She go8 the h b y  ~ f f  t~ s k p  @ 
rocking her: o When did you eventwIEy get him 
on?m baby 3 (also .get sb 'off 5th) to help sb 

to esape punishment: SRt-3 relying on ckwr 
lawyers .@get hi- off: o T W  mam@ to get Rim 
off thecharge. 
W Get sb o r i s  not used in the passive. 
Qv+nlpmn+adr3alsov+nlpmn+pwp 

,get 8th 'off 9 to send sth by posthnail: Imustgel 
these &ten fl lonlght. D send sth off (to sb) 
2 to remove sth from sth; to manage to remove 
sth from sth: Get your mat fl and dm and sit 
down. o Her finger was m s w l k n  t h t  she 
couldn't get her ring o,+J BEi clothes, coat BE0 
take sth off 3 to have permission from your 
employer not W go to work for a particular 
period of time: Can yau get some tfme off  mI 
w k ? ~  I?[ see if I con #el she dny oJTD tlme, 
day, w k  take Sth Off off SM a h  GET STH 

O F F  STSI 2 
=Get sthoffisnotusedinthepaasive. + v + nlpmn +adv 

mt kt 'otl (with sb) (AM, A, slnng) to have 
s~xual  relations with sb; to have strong feelings 
of scxual pleasum 

,get sb 'off sth 1 to helpsb to stop usinpor doing 
sth that they are h the habit of using or doing. I 
needpfessmnal help loget meoff thealwhol t 
w also GET OFF STH 4 2 to stop sbfrom discuss- 
ingapartitularsubject. Icoulcfn't#ethrmofl~l- 
i t b o r n  he'd started3 =GET SB OFF3 
SED gst sb onto sth 
-Get sb off sth cannot IW uwd In the 
passlve. 
Qv+nlpron+prep 

,get sth 'off sb (~~~ to succedl in getting 
sb togiveyousth:Dirlywgetthatmoney~hlm? 
o Our mmcouidn'tgetthe ball off them 
W G e t  sb oft' 6th cannot be used in the 
paqslve. + v + Wpmn + prep 

,get sth 'off uth 1 to manage to rernwe sth h m  
sth; to m o v e  sth h m  somewhere: Can you get 
the top qfJ thls bottle? o Shego1 a jar of co@@ ofl 
theshelf o Getyourfetfl thechnir!lto get per- 
mission h m  your employer not to go to work 
during a particular period of time: Do you think 
you can get the w k  df mfi?EE tlme, day, 
~ ~ + S # U ~ G E T  STH OFF 3 

h k 8  8th .off 8th 
-Get sth o f f  sth m o t  te uved in the 
passive. 
Q I v+nlpron+prep 

2v+nipfm+prep+n 
,get 'of8 on 5th: ,get 'off on doing sth (in&- 
mn tobecomevery excited b y  sth, often in a sex- 
ual way or because of drugs: She seems to get off 
on shoutiingatppt 
@ v + adv + prep 

,get "ff vvith sb;,gd 'off wether(informal,  
espmralIy HrE) to s t a d  a sexual or romantic rela- 
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,get stusth toogether to bring people or things 
together in one place: She's getfing her Ikhgs 
together ready lo h u e .  o Do you think you muld 
gei lo~ethero m J o r  Saturday's match? o We're 
getting. a h n d  togetk  o (?Tgurutiue) We71 lMed 
some iime togel our idm.s togethm andoom up 
with a p h  o Can you get the money tomher by 
Friday? o Doyou think you mnget l o g e t k a p m  
posal by n m  w k 7 o  I hauen'f got anythmng 
logplherflr the alp. 
+v+nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

get ywr ' k l  wether (inform0 to become 
properly organized in oder to be able to deal 
with or achieve sth: $ he@& his& t o g d k  he 
co~tld be very succe@ful o The gouernmeni weds 
lo get its cxi tugether on unemployment. gel It 
t0'gethr (wlth sb) (:nfomL) 1 tostart a roman- 
tic or wxual relationship with sb: Ididn'l know 
Bill and Gina hod got it together! 2 to kame 
properly  organized In order to be able to deal 
with or achieve sth: The team naeds W gel it 
logether if tlaey want W ulin themulch. 

,get yourself to'gather to manage to control 
your feelinw in a d~ficult situation: Sham& 
outside thedoor lo get herse(f logethes 
I33 pull youmtf twether 
+v+pron+adv 

,get 'up 1 to stand afler sitting, kneeling. etc: 
I+;veryonegol up when thePmidetttmmein. o He 
got upslowly from hischair o Get up off t h e m r !  
2 [+ advlprep] to vklt or travel to a place(usually 
somewhere further north m the country): When 
are you going lo gel up to Ghsgow for a vlslt? o He 
daesn'tgetupioseemve?yoften. 0 I m ' t  beable 
toga up there until ~ n e s d u p  mppr get dorm 3 
if the sea or the wind gets up, lt increases in 
smngth and &comes violent' As the sun, went 
down, a b-got up 
Qv+adv 

,m-~p.nd-'go n (informal) the quality of 
being energetic and determined: She'sgol b&of 
get-upand-go. 

,get 'up; ,get sb 'up to get out of be to make sb 
get out of bed: What tfmedoyou u s u a l I y ~ t  ~ ~ l p . 9  o 
Could you gei m up mrIy tomorrow? o Get up, 
you lazy thing! 
& v + a d u  + v+nlpmn+adv 

,get 'up; ,get 'up sth to climb to the top of sth 
such as a hill, steps, etc: How did the # gei up 
there? o He can't really get up the stairs on his 
own. o We used ropes to get up  the mountuin. o I 
had m get up on the &k and shoud lo get some- 
bxty'sallenthion. 
E5El mountain, hlll, ataln, steps DPB get 
d m ,  get down nth 
@v+adv 4 v+prep 

,(let "p sth1 tomakeyoum?Ifteelexcited,Mlof 
e n e m  etcr I'm trying taget up the enf iwhrn 
todo some Chrlslmrrs shopping. BEl enthusiasm, 

mmgy 2 to organize sth such as a public m t  
or action: are getting up u atition 
againsttheclosweof Ihe~ l schooI .  o W'reget- 
ling u p u ~ ~ ~ m  for her blrshdqy. 
el v+adv+n 

2 v + & + n  v+pmn+adv * v+n+adv(mm) 
get up ' s w  to start to go faster: We'll be 

o b i e i o g e t ~ s ~ o m w g e l o n l o ~ m t o ~ a y  

,get sblsth 'up I (to sth) to send or mow sWsthto 
another place. often a place further north in the 
country: We d to get s o m b d y  up there 
strarfiht away o How can we ger all our q u i p  
men1 up to L?e&? EB get uWsth d m  2 ( a h  
,get sblsfh 'up nth) to move sblsth Worn a lower 
position to a higher one: Curt you get me up onlo 
rhechair?~ How didyou get l h e M  the stat& 

get ublsth down: get sb/sth down sth 
Get sblsth up is not used in the passlve. + v + nlpmn + a& 2 also v + nlpron + prep 

,get sth 'up 1 to build sth; to put 6th into an 
uprightposition: Thgtgot the buiiding up in just 
o few months. o Canyouget thetmt up whiklgo 
andfind waW72 if sb gets their hopes u p ,  they 
start to hope and believe that sth they want will 
happen: I don't want to ger your hopes up, but 
them will probably k a p h m  on the coumJor 
you @GI only hopes 

Get sth u p  1s not used in the passive. + v * nlpmn + a& 
il3J get sbb 'buck up (fllSormcr1) to annoy sb: He 
rpolly gets my back up when he hhaves like that! 
get It 'up (slang) (of a man) to become sexually 
excited so that the penis is hard and upright 

,get swuraelf  'up adn sth todresssbmr- 
self in unusual or strange clothes: She WQS got 
up asan Indianprincess. + v + ~lpron + adv + prep 
b 'gabup n (oidfashianed, im~5rmaF) a set of 
clothes, usually an unusual or strange one: He 
looked ridiculous in thatget-up! 

,get 'up to ath 1 to reach aparticularpint: We 
got up to wge 72 last lesson. o Pusgot lo@ up to 
mwmediate kuel in Fremh in a ymr: 2 (infir- 
man to k doing m be involved in sth, especially 
sth that is surprising or unpleasant: Whi on 
earth will h e ~ e t  up lo next? o Whnt hueyou kids 
been gettiq up to?o The h y s  are lively andget 
uptomfs~hIefal!&ty oShe'sbeengedhirgupto 
heroM tricks again! 
6 v+ adv * prep 

,ginger sbMb 'up (BE) to make 8Wsth more 
active, interesting or exciting: Some dancing 
wuId ginger up the p ~ l r l j r  o They need s o m  
mcitemnl toginger them upa bit. 
+v+a&+n * v+ntpron+adv 

,glw sb a'way 1 (in a marrlage oeremony) to 
lead the woman who is getting married to the 
man she is golng to marry and formally allow 
her to marry him: Her fa i f  gaue her atmy. 2 

to give a baby or a child to another person 
to take care of as their own child: She had newr 
understood why her mother had @wn her awux 
+ ~ ~ I S O G I V K S R   UP^ 
(bv+nipron+adv + v+adv+n 

,giw sblsthyourself a'way to do or say sth 
that shows sth about sbESthlyoum1f that was a 
secret. It rws her eyes that gaue her away (= 
showed how she really felt). o He nevergives wry 
much away about A i m K  o She ?I& giuen a m y  
s t a t e m t s  60 theenemy 4 Ifound Icould tell lies 
confi&ntly wi thnu tg iuhgmy  numy 
EFZl mrthlng,anything,IlttieE3 betray sblahl 
youwW (moreform0 
Qv+sdv+n *v+nlpmn+adv 

,give the 'game away to tell a secret, espe 
c~ally by accident; to show sth that has hem hid- 
den: Idon't want tugiueI&garneamy by telling 
you how the rnouieends. 
b 'giveaway n (it$oraal) something that mskes 
you guess the real truth abut  sth: Hemidhe was 
French, but his accent rn a h d  giwa lwy!  
(=showed clearly that he wasnot French) 
4 seealso GIVEAWAY at GIVE STtI AWAY 

,give sth a'way to give sth to sb as a giR: He 
~ i d e d i o ~ i t r a m o s t ~ h I s m 0 ~ 1 1 ~ ~ 1 y .  o W e h w  
26% tickels iogiveaumyfme to o w  viewem 
4 v + nlpron+ adv r r + a&+ n 
F 'g4rreaway n { i ~ m I )  something that a com- 
pany gives he, usually with a product for sale, 
to persuade people to buy it 
sw a h  GIVRAWAY at G I V E  SB~STH~YOURSELF 

AWAY 

t 'g-y adj !only before noun] (irlformnl) 
(of prices) very low 

,glve sb 'back (to nb) to return a &Id to its par- 
ents: We l o u e o u r g m ~ i l d m n  dear[% butweam 
happy mgive them buck at theendof theaky! 
+v+ntpron+adv + v+&+n 

,give 5th 'back (to sb) to return sth to ita owner 
You mn't how it. Giue it back' o Have you a w n  
back themoney you banodfromyoly  fotherl o 
CQnyou lend me#?I'llgiveit h t k  toyou later o 
The new [nwgiues~compwer back t o i h e ~ p l e .  
o (figuralrw) The operation guue him bnck t f ~  
uw of his legs. 

F?EI hand nth b k  (to sb); return sth (to sb) 
(more~%r~iml) 

In informal language give sb back sth 
a n d ,  less often, glve sb sth back are also d: 
Could you giveme k k  mypn?o Couldy~ugiw 
me my p?n brrck? In very informal spoken Eng- 
lrsh, you can also say: fllgrueyou lt buck lomor- 
row or I'll grve rt you bQck lomrrow. + v + nlpmn + adv * v+ adv+ n 

'glve sth for sth to wy or give a particular 
amount to have or do sth: How much didyougiw 
Jot thecar? o I'dglw awthinglbra mZd beet: 

Give sth  for 6th 1s not used in the passive. + v + Wpmn + prep 
,give 'in (to sbtsth) 1 to accept that you have been 

cleffated or persuaded by sb: I g i w  in -you'll 
have to lell me the aT1swI: o EuentmlIy Ignue in 
to tmpFation and had an I c e m r n .  2 to W y  
agree to do sth that you do not want to do: We 
mustn't giw in to terrorist demands. o S h g I w s  
I n ,  to thechilden ail the time $a avaid arguments. 
EBB hold out (agalnst ablsIh) 
+v+adv  

,give sth In  (to sb) to hand sth to sb b~ authority, 
for example a teaches: PIeasegIveyour test in (lo 
the twcher) when you %finished. 
Ei9 hand sth In (to sb) 
Qv+nlpron+adv 4 v+adv+n 

'glue of sth; 'give of yournelf ~ormol)to @w 
your time or money willingly to help other 
people w~thout expecting them to do anything 
for you: She's always wining logfueor her time to 
help the homeless. o The teacher emurages all 
thechlfdmn togfva of their kst. 
EEl tCme, b a t  
@ v+prep + v+pwp+pmn 

,give 'off ath: ,give IMhem 'off I to mute 
sth such as beat. llght, smoke, etc: Burningapple 
u m d  giws f l  o plwszng smell. E!Ql smsIl, 
amma, Ilght, gas + seeolso GIVE STH OUT 2 2 to 
give a particular impression by theway you look 
or behave: Shegrsveofl' an air 4f mnJidmm. 

A noun must always follow off, but a prc- 
noun comes between theverbandoK + v + adv n * v + pron + adv (kss frequent) 

'glve onto sth (Brm if a door, a window. etc. 
gives onto sth, it has a view o f  it or leads dir- 
ectly toit: French windowsgiveontoa h h ~ .  
4 v + prep 

,give 'out 1 to come to an end; to be uwd up: My 
patierrcefirur[Iy gow out. o We werr?Jine until rhe 
bnwtes In the torch gave out E B  run out 2 K 
am engine, a machine, etc, given out, it stops 
working, especially kcause it Is old or damaged: 
Oneof thep[one*sanginesgrrve out. o @gumfive) 
His henrt gaue our j u t  Wore his eightkth birth- 
day. 1S'W, break down 
&v+adv 



, g h  'out 7 tohand 8th toa lot of people: The 
Wher gave out the eram o I'll write up 
the re~r tandglue  ltout io the whab d e p n m t .  
m-,leMetsmw sth out(t8Sb) 

In informal spoken language give sb out 
s th isabaused r'llgiwyou out t h e m  In& 2 
to plpduce sth, such as light or heap Thnl Inmp 
doesn't grw out a lol of light B IlgM. heat. 
ndsa+swolsoGlvR O F F  STH, GlVE I T k H R M  OFF 1 
3 (Brm to tell pmple sth or broadcast sth: Nu 
details of the midm1 have h e n  glum out yet. o 
The lwdm of #he opmition has giwn out dhal 
she i s  resigning EBZl lnformdon BmB Give stb 
out  1s often used In the passive m t h ~ s  meaning. 
e v + a d v + n  + v+nlpron+adu 

,give 'wer (BrE, spoken, jrdbrmai) wed to tell sb 
tostopdoingsth: Giueooes!ImnY ~ r k w i t h y o u  
shouting like thud. 
Qv+adv 
,$h sb~sth '- to sb to let sb have hweblsth so 

thatthey rn lookafleror have respmsibllityfor 
themlit: Wegave the h o w  ouer to my uncle when 
w m t  loliwabrwd. 
ev+nlpmn+adv+prep * v+adv+n+prep 

, g h  sth 'over to sth to use sth only for a w- 
t~cular ac t~v i tyorpurpos~  Tk?zewspa!persguw 
slrpanes over the tmgm o Much of W m u n -  
rrysrde rsgtuen o w r m a m l t u r e .  

Give 8th over to sth is often used In the 
pmsive. 
+v+nlpron+adv+prap v+adv+n*prep 

,give purww 'mrrup to sth; , g b  pur- 
self 'overl'up to doinp sth tospend all your 
tlme and energy on sth, to dew sth to com- 
pletely control your life: Mer his wire'sdeath, he 
.seemed togive himelf over W despair o Jumnl b 
grw mysev owr to wrllingfull-fim. 
+v+pron+adv+m 

,give 'up; ,give 8th "up; ,give 'up dolng sth 1 
tn stop wing to do sth, usually because it is too 
dficult: ShehnZgrveup  w i l y  -shehemon 
frying. o I tried bfi the car myseK bulgaue up 
the attempt qffer a mupk of humUTS o I've giwn 
u p h y f ~ i a u ~ & n d h e t t s e e a b ~ ~ v ~  IN (TO 
snls~lr) 2 to stop domg or hav~ng 5th that you 
consider unhealthy. It's about tzme you gaw up 
s m o k ~ ~ .  
@v+adv + v+adu+n + v*pmn+adv + v+n+adu 

( [ e s s f ~ l l e n t )  u+adv+-lng 
,glum sb 'up I to stop having a Mendship or a 

relat~onship wlkh sb: I'm mi go* hgiw up ol[ 
myfriendsjust bemuse I'mgetling married o He 
gave herupforayowrgmmmn. 2 to givea baby 
to sb else to bring up: She gave the bohy up for 
adoption + a aim GIVE sn AWAY 2 9 (also , g h  
'up on shelly AmEj to stop hoping that sb 
will arr~ve or is still alive: Where hawyou h? 
We'dgiuenyouup? 
+r+n/pmn+adu + v+adv+nTalsov+abr+pp 

m g l w  8b up for Vostrdo~ld Vormal) to no 
longer hopeor expectthat sbwiuarriveor i s  still 
alfve 

,give sth 'up 1 to stop doing or having sth: He's 
given up the ida of beEoming a model. o She'd 
given up all hope of seeing him agazn. 2 {to sb) 
to let sb else have sth, sometimes M u s e  they 
need it more than you: Chi[dren rarely give up 
their =is to older people on buses now (= stand 
up so that they can sit down). 3 (to sb) to hand 
sth m r  to sb else: Do I h u e  to grve up my OH 
passport when I applyfor a new ow?4 to spend 
time doing 5th when you would normally be 
dolng sth e h :  !l'honKsfoxgivrnl: up your time lo 
cum and help w. Ell tFrne, the mwnlng, etc. 5 
(for sblto do ath) to stop doing or having 5th that 
you enjoy SO that you can do or achieve sth that 
you consider more Important: I gave w every- 
thingfor my family. o Shegaue it all up lo he with 
him 

G k a  6th up is notof l end  in thepa~ive .  
Qv+adv+n + r+pm+a& + v + n + a d v ( k f i  

que~~t)Sv+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 
kt's g h  II up for sb (spken, Wml, e s p  

cu~lly A@ used to ask people to hit their hands 
together several times (to clap) to show they 
approve of sb or have enjoyed sth 

,give ymwrsetf 'up(ta sblslh)to allow yourself to 
be arrested or capturerl: Mer a u w k  on Ihe m 
k g u w  h h I f  up to thep lb? ,  

surrender (to sblsth) 
v + pron + adv 

,give 'up on sb ( tn forml )  2 to lme hope that sb 
wlll get better, change, etc: I've givm up on her 
She never repliestomy letters. o Histmcherssm 
to hnw given up on him. 2 (pspwfdly AmE) = 
GIVE SB UP 3 
+v+adv+prep 

,give *up on 8th (I iyimmD to stop hopingthat 
sth will be successful or will happen: I hnwn't 
gruen up on my marriage yet I= I think we can 
save it). o Haw yougiwn up on the idw cf emi- 
grating? 
+ v + a d v + p q  

,give purseH 'up to sth: ,give yourself 'up 
to doing sth =GIVE YOURSKLF OVERKIP TO STH, 
ClVI! YOIIHSI?I.F OVERhJP TO DOING STH 

glance ~ 1 a m s ; ~ m ~ g l e n s l  

,gfanm 'off nth if a ball, etc gIances oflath, it 
touches ~t lightlysnd moves away k r n  it inadW- 
ferent direction: The h l l  ghnmd off the goal 
post into the net. 
e v + m  

,gFance 'flron ath if light glanoes omon s t h  
~t flashes on a surface or is reflected from it: the 
sun glancingon water 
e v + p m  

,glance 'werl'through sth to Imk at or read 
sth very quickly and not very thoroughly: Could 
youglalmce over this d ~ u m m t  for me? 0 IgInnced 
through a magazine while I walrad. 

book, lint 
0 v +  prep 

,glaze 'owr if a person's eyes glaze over, the 
person begin8 to look very b o d  or tired: Her 
<yes g k e d  over when they started talking about 
fmahul!, o I stnried toglaze ouer at that mint. 

Glaze cam aiso be used with the same 
nleantng:Herepsg&& with iears. 
6 v+adv 

- a b w l  
-about togsther 
-about wlth - aomss 
-after 

124 -aga~nst 
-ahead - 
-along 
-along with 
-around 
-around together 
-around with 

125 -at 
-away 
-awaywih 
-back 
-back on 
-back o\rer 
-back to - 

126 -before 
,glom 'anb sth ( A d ,  slung) to become wry -beyond 

interested in 5th such as a new fashion or an -hv 

128 -infor - In with - It0 
-# 

129 -of f  wlth 
-on 

130 -out.outuf - outtor 
- out01 
-m 

131 -averto 
-past 
-round 
-round together - rwnd wllh 
-through 

132 -throughwlth 
-to 
- t m e r  

-, - - 
idea: The whole nationglommedanlo thescandal. - d m  -up against + v + prep 127 -downm -UPm 

- down to -wth . . 
-down wlth - M t M  
-for 133 -up against 
- fOrth - U D l O  

'glory In sth (Zi&mrji) I to get great pleasure or -forward -4th 

Pniovment fmm sth: He ~[orled in hls son% s w  - ln - Hltt.QtA 

&s.b Igloried in k"ur;ty the sc@- 2 to 
take pleasure in sth: She seemed tu glory in his ,IIO a'bout; ,go a'bowl dh: ,go a'bowt do in^ 
f i iP~m d h  (&a!?) = GO AROUND, GO AROUND STH, GO 

AHOUNn DOING STH 

'go about sth to continue to do sth in your usual 
wax especially after sth unusual has happened, - 
to keep busy with 8th: E w r y M y  lu~s going ,$Yoss 'war sth to treat sth such as a problem, 

rnesLISwUIIL mistake,etc as if it was not importantand avoid Jmur busmess, the knlmM M,.,, -. 
discussina i t  in detail: The mnnarrerf!Mover . . 
the m m  .s 'mnt ddecrt. o The mo-uiegiosses owr "'" 
t h  h e 2  issm of the mr: ev+prev  

~ ; l ~ ~ ~  over sth can be uses in p ~ h r e :  ,Q" "'bout sth; ,go a 'bu t  doing fib to start 
~ ~ ~ s q ~ t ~ n ~ ~ n g ~ o ~ o w r ~ y p o ~ i ~ ~ ~ a l L P h  to work at sth, to approach or deal with 8th: I 
A ~ r t n w n  want to heln bulldon't knowhow togo abwt  it, o 
V . P1"Y 

How should Igo aboratflndinga job70 You'temt 
gnaw /nx~ going h u t  it the right wa$ o It seem a strange 

tuoy of ~ l n g  about things. 
'gnaw at rb tomakesb feel g r a d d ~  moreanx- m thlngs rn SM about **+set a w  601ng 

ious or annoyed over a long periodof time: These ath; tackle sth 
d o u b ~ h a d k b e e n ~ i n g o t h i m f o r s o m t i m .  
ev+prep  ,go a'boutwfth sb;,go a'bout tmgether(BrE) 

1 8 " ~ ~  ~ ' W Y  atslhtomduan~ =GO AROUND WITH SR.00 RAOUND TOGETHER 
effect on sth over a long period of time: His atti- ,go .,,,,; ,go to a a 
z u d e s o w a r d s h e r g n a u p e d a w y a t n e r c o ~ ~  road, a river,etc. in order to get to the other side: 
@ v + a&+ prep We borrowed a h t  and went a m m  tu the &and. 

o Cangougonross the rmd I0 thestom$or me7 90 I w ;  A d g w l  (goes I s m ;  A m E m l w e n t  g + + + prep 
/went/gone /gon;AmEgxn, gmnl) 

used as the past participle go ,go 'me' ahsth to chase or follow a person or 

when sb has gone somewhere and come back. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $ ~ o ~ t r m  2 
,go a ' b u t ;  ,go a'bod 8th  (Brm =oo hRoUNn, f she'salIr&hl?2 to try to get or obtain sWsth: 

GO AROUND STH 3 



go agalnmt 12 ......... ~ ..... ...... 

,ge a'gaiml sb if a result,ajudgemenL etc. 
ageinst sb, it is not in their favour or to their 
advantage: Theju y 'suerdicl wentsgainst him o 
The war isgoing againsf rrs. 
+ ~ + P W P  

,go algalfk!st s h t h  to resist or oppose swath: to 
act m a different way h r n  what sb tells you or 
advises you to do: Anyone ldro gca againsl me 
will hepunwhed. o He m g o i n g  again* his doc- 
tor's advice by contrnuing to wrk. o mn't go 
againsryour~mnrs'w~shes. 
Q V + P ~ P  

,go a'gafmst sth to b e o p w  ormhwy tos th ;  
to not fit or agree with sth: ThIs goes agoinel 
ewyuthingiklieue in. o Paying formy children's 
Bdumtion goes ugainsd nry pn'miples. 
EEi principles, blM 
O V + P ~ V  

go agalmt the'gnln to besth dlfPerentfbm 
what is normal or natural Tor you and so sth you 
do not like doing: It went aguinsl the gmIn ta 
haw fo agree with my brother 

,go a ' h d  1 (also ,go a'head ef ab) to go inhnt 
of other people who are going in the same direc- 
tton as you and arrive before them: She wens 
ahmd of him into the house. o You go ahead an$ 
zue'ilfoilow when we're reodp 2 (of a plan, a prp 
ject, a deal, etc.) to be carried out or happen: The 
buikiing of the new brldge mil[ go ahead as 
plnnned. o WImlng went ohead m spite of the 
h d  mther B B  pmceed (formal) 3 {wfth ath) 
if sb m ahead with sth, they do it. although 
there may be a problem, or sb may have objected 
or expressed doubts' In spite of her illness, Anna 
decided lo go ahead milh the W i n g .  o 'May f 
start now?' 'Yes, go nhmd (= E give you permk- 
s~on), 'BE) pmceed (wfth 8th) 
@v+adv$ alsovtadvtpmp 
t the "goahsad n [smg.] permissionorapproyal 
for sth to start: Has the h m  gim you the m 
ahwd for Ihepmjecl? 
b '-had d j  [usually beforenounl (BrEjvery 
ambitious:trying hardtosucoeed,&enbyusing 
new methods and ideas: a goahead young 
dagner 

,go a'long 1 to progreps; to develop or Improw: 
Things oregoingalong nicelp 2 (to sit11 (wlth sb) 
to go somewhere or to an event with sb: I menl 
along lo the club a mupk of t i m .  o Sam mid 
he'd go along 60 the party with us. 3 (esjxxhliy 
A m 0  ta do  what sb else suggests or does: What- 
ever msad Max uant rightnlom. 
g v + a d v  

as y a ~  go m k n g  while you are doingsth: He 
m a d e t h e s l o ~ y u ~ a s h e m a l o n g . o I l u o s ~  
&ugh1 how to usea computer I i l l s l p W  it was 
I uwnr abng 

,go anlong; ,go a'long stb to move forward or 
from one end of sth towards the other: The h 
m#kdasit mtahng.  o Iwentakmgadarknar- 
mmpswge,pasl sevmldoors. 
+ v + &  + "+prep 

,go a'long wlth sbmth 1 (mpmial[y BE) to 
agree with ublsth: I can't go along with you on 
that point. 2 to accept si!h or d o  sth, especially 
when you do not really want to: They didn't like 
the &, but thqr urent r n h g  with it. o I didn't 
m t t o m k s h i m a n g q  so IjlLslwnlaIong with 
him(= Idtdn't argue with him). bll In wlth 
M(SrE) 
*v+adu+prep 

,go a'round m =GO Rounn 
,go a'round; ,go a'round 8th ( B ~ E  o b  ,go 

'mund, .go 'round sfh) 1 to visit a group o f  
people or places, one by one: I'll go am& and 
checkalI thdmnom locked o Wespentall after- 
noon going round theshops. o She went round the 
table and snld g&Lye lo everyone. 2 (of a note, 
etc.) to b sent round a group of people so that 
everyone can read ~ t :  A mrd's going arwnrl for 
p w p k  to sign. o A memo went around the depart- 
ment 3 EBrEalso ,a0 a'- ,go a'bout sth) i f  a 
plece of news, an Illness, etc m s  around, it 
spreads hnm one person to another Them% a 
rumurgorngarormd fht Sam ondKa6eam hau- 
i n ~ a n a f a ~ ~  o There'sa nnslyvtrusgoinground 
thedwol. float amund,flollt around sth4 
to move or be placed tn a circle. The cycIisl m 
going round the rormdabout the wmng m y .  0 
Theeofih-mund the sun. o lfgumtiw) We're 
going roltnd in cimfes in this argument. 5 to be 
enough for everyone to have a share: Therearm't 
enough chairs to go round. o Is thereenoughfd 
togoaroundaIl thegUPS1S?B tomoveamund the 
outsideof 8th inorder togetpast sthorget to the 
other side: We didn't go inio t k  city, We went 
around rt.08Bmllseof thepmd, tw had mgo 
round by the minor roads lo get to school. 7 to 
travel in a country or place and visit lots of d i f -  
ferent things: Wetr~ueI oround by bus. o They're 
sauing up to go around the world. o We're phn- 
ning logo round vrsitrgall thetempk B to visit 
werypart of aroomor building: How Iongdoesit 
take togoaround themuseum7oA guide wrIigo 
m u d  with you. 
+v+adv * v+pmp 
ESlwhat , g m ~  around 'E- around what- 
ever happens now will have an effect in the 
f u r n  

,go a'round I* advlprepl, ,go a'mund d h  [+ 
advtpmp], ,go a'mund doing sth (BrE o h  
,ga 'roundlabut I+ adv(prep1 ,go 'roundlaW 
sth I+ advlpmpf ,go 'roundla'hbovt dolng SWI) to 
dress or lwhave m a particular way; to do 5 t h  
regularly: She around bnrefmt most of the 
tmm. o It's no1 safe @go uhu i  the streets alone. o 

Youcan'tgo roundspread*lgmmum like that. o 
The kh% went around in grmgs, dnw& com- 
pletely in black. 

Go a r o u n ~ d ! a I x m t  and go around1 
roundlabont sth are used with an adverb or a 
phrase beginningwith a preposition. 
Qv+adv 4 v*prep 

,go a'round sbisth (BrEalso ,go 'mud sblrth) 
to surround or go In a circle around sblsth: Ifelt 
his arm going around my shoulde~ o The belt 
tuon 'lgo round my waist! 
Q V + P ~ P  

,go a'rwnd sth (BrE o h  ,go 'mud rlh) to 
move or travel around a corner The mr's t y m  
screeched us it m t  round the bend. ohfaggie 
watched mlL[ JPSS had gone oround the corner 
and wasout of sight. 
EEI only comer, bend 
Q V+PV 

go mund tha 'Ibsndn*vfst ( i M r m L  e m  
clalIy BrEj to go crazy: V I have to slay in this 
placeanotherdn~ J?lgo round the W! 

,go a'round with s b  ,go a'round together 
(BrE also ,@a a'boutl'mund wtth sb, ,@ a'bouff 
'mund together) ( b r n i n g  oId-fihionad) to 
spend a lot of time with sb or with a gmup of 
pmp1e:Anngoesaround wrth Sm. o Ann and Sue 
go around logether o Thesearelhepwple 1 &6o 
goamundmilh. 
Isr*, hang around 4th sb, h a q  around 
together 
Qv+adv+prep + v+adv+adv 

'go a4 sb to attack sb: He went at me like a wiki 
animal. 
*V+PW 

'go at sth to make m t  a r t s  to do sth, to work 
hardand with enthusiasm at sth: They rwntat the 
lob  as If their lives dependadon it. 0 He wargoing 
a! tRe.fmdas though he hodn'teatenfirdqys. 
ev+prgp 

go at ii ,hammer and longs tf two people go 
at it hammer and tongs, they argue or fight 
w ~ t h  a lot of energy and noise 

,go a'way 1 to leave a place or a person: Coaway! 
You're annoying me! o Go away and thfnk &out 
it a bid. 2 to leave home for a period of time, espe- 
cially for a holidayWacation: They mml atmyfor 
the m k e M .  o Are you going away on holiday 
this year? o Shegoes away on business a lot 3 to 
disappear gradually: The smell still hasn't gone 
away. o Hw your headache gone aluaylo The 
longrng never went away. 
EE3 come b ~ ~ k  
6 v+adv 

,go a'way with Bfn to leave a place with a par- 
tlcular feeling or impmslon: IdonY wantpeople 
togoaway mith the wrong idea 
Qv+adv+prep 

,go 'back 1 Ito stht...) to return to a place whem 
you were before: Can wgo tack inside? o I& 
a cup of tm and wnl back lo bed. o WRen are you 
going back to AuFhalia? 2 (to ath) to return to 
schwlorworZf Bfterabmk: Thechildmhnueio 
go back io school n& m k .  3 (ko sblsth) to be in a 
situation lthat you were in before: Wecun nevergo 
back lo how things ruere before (= m a relation- 
ship, for example). o OllEe you h u e  taken this 
decision, there's no going back. o I don't think 
Emily will go back tu her hwband (= l ~ v e  wlth 
h~rn  again). 4 (to sth) to return to work after 
being on strike: The strikers won't go back (lo 
work) until S h q .  get a poy rise. 5 (to sth) (infor- 
maO(of sththat youhavebought orborrowed) to 
be returned to the place where you got it: This 
Wter wrlihaw logo backDtheshop-it dwsn'l 
murk pmperIy o When d m this vidm haw to go 
hck' 6 (of  clmks and watches) to be set to an 
earlier time when the time chanw at the end of 
summer: The clocks go bock loni@hi. We get an 
m m  hour in bed. I E 9  go forward 
+v+a& 

,go 'back. .. I if two pwple go back a period of 
time, they have knm each other and have been 
frlends for that t ime: Adomand Igo back a long 
way. 2 (also .go 'back to 8th) lo have existed 
since a parzicular time in the past: Our friend- 
shipgoes kckffi@en yeam o This nudition gaes 
back to mediewl times. date back ..., date 
back to sth 3 ( o h  ,go 'back to sth) to conslder 
stb that happenedin the past: 3btracetReorrgins 
of thepmblem, we have iogo buck lo the 18th cen- 
tury oi'mgoingbacka fetuy@ars now... (= I'm 
talking about sth that happened some years ago) 
(B v +a& 2,3 also v + adv + prep 

,go 'back on 8th to fail to keep a promise; to 
change your mind abut  sth: She never gioes 
back on her word [=fails todowhatshe has said 
she will do). o He went back om his promise. o I 
don's like togo hckon what Isadd. 

your pmmlae, your word + v+ adv + prep 
go 'back over sth to think abut sth again or 

oflen: I wen! back o w  Me day's euents in my 
mind. 
6 v+adv+prep 

,~p 'back to sth 1 to start talking abut sth 
again: i% go brick to what you were saying 
WOW ... mhlm to Sth 2 = GO BACK... 2 
3 =GO BACK... 3 
Qv+adu*prep 

,go 'back to 8th; ,go 'back to dolng 8th 1 to 
startdoingsth again that you had stoppeddoing: 
Tam Islrrred owr and writ t m k  to sleep 0 I 
wouldn't go back 50 living in the cw. o She3 
rdecided to go back a0 teaching. o John's going 
back io college to get some more quolifimtmns. 



2 (of a situation) to return to what it was before 
sth eIse happened: Things huen't gone Gack lo 
M~WZU~W 
EY return ta sth 
Q v+ adv + prep 

,go be'fOm (lilemty) (not used fn t h e p r o g m ' v e  
terns) to -1st or happen in an earlier time: The 
present crisis is luorse t h n  any that h u e  gone 
hfore. 
BEl Go before is usually used in the ws t  or 
perfect tenses. 
h vrarlv - -- 

'go before sb/sth (of a l eH  mse, a proposal or 
an lssue) to be presented to sWsth m that they 
can discuss it or make a decision or a judgement 
about ~ t :  When does hiscawgo wore thejudge? 
ev*prep 

,go be'yond sth to be greater, better, etc. than 
sth. Theprice wegotforthpainting lvent Wnd 
all our expectntiom (= was much better than we 
had expected). o T?u matter has gone beyond a 
J o h  (= has become very serious and is no longer 
amusing) 

ex- IM (mrnm~n 

e v + p r s v  
,go 'by (of time) to pass: As t imgcw by. my m- 

o l y  seem to get wrse. 0 The weeks mt sIowCy 
by. o Hardly a day went by without Anthony 3 
name king  mentioned. 
Qv+adv 

'go by: 'go by sWsth 1 to pass sWsth without 
stopping: Dtd you see a boy go by on rr bQc!e?o 
Wesatand~wtcRodth w d g o  by(= watched 
people passing), o T h y  wauwl to rrs as tw went 
by the ujindow. pass by, pass by sbl&th 2 
(AmQ to stop somewhere or vlsit sb for a short 
time, often on your way tosomewhere else: I'Ilgo 
by and s#e him on my way home. o WouMyou go 
bythegr~cetyslo?vforme?E!Q dmp by; stop by 
Alv+arlv + v + m  
7 -- F -r 

'go by sth 1 to be guided or directed by  sth; to 
form an opinion ora judgement h m  sth: That's 
~g&ruI~bom4y.o~~pnstapmhcetsany- 
thlnle to go by. Tom will bt lase! o 1 shut1 ~o 
enrrreb by whnt my solicrtor sqvs. 2 to cal l  your- 
self a ~rticular namee which may not be your 
real name: For her crime novels, she goes by the 
name of Monica Simon. only the name of... 
0 v+prep 

,go 'down .I (to ... lath) (fmm ... 18th) to travel from 
one place to another, especially M m  the north of 
a country to the south: We're going down to Lon- 
don raerr w k .  EE!3 go up2 to fall to the gruund 
She trip* and went down with a bump. 3 to 
become lower or smaller; to fall: TheprIce of pet- 
roI is going downlFe!ro[ is gozng down (in prlce). 
o The temperature went down by 10 d e g m  over- 
nigRt. o Rental m l s  / m e  gone down (EsO) s i m  
lasd yea,: o The fi'd tuaters are going down. o 

Mmnbership numbers hawgone down m t l j r  o 
The swelling has gone down n litrte. ZW) d w  
tall go up 4 I* a&] if a remark a perform- 
ance, an act ion, etc goes down well or badly, etc. 
it gets a good or bad reaction from people: Did 
yourmr/ormmmgodown all rrght (= did pe~ple 
like it)? o The mouie uwnl down well in America. 
o Jokes don'tgo down tw well with my mother (= 
she does not like them). o The band m n t  down 
a storm (= people liked them very much). 5 (of 
the sun and moon) to disappear below the point 
where the sky seems to meet the land or the sea 
(the horizon): We wakhed the sun go down. BE) 
set IEB wnn up; rl-6 toget worse: ThequaI. 
ity of the p & ~ a  has gone down s i m  k h  com- 
pany luas soM. o He's certainly gone down in my 
estimcstion. (= I don't have the good opinion of 
hlm that 1. used to). o Thefood'sgane down since 
the r e s t a m t  changed hands. deterlorate 
(more Jornaaf) EZB go up 7 (computrng) if a 
mmputet system goes down, n stops working 
temporarlly : Ih laIImy  w r k  when shemmputer 
lwnl down. 8 (of bod, a meal, etc.) to be d~gested 
or partly digested: Let y o u r . f ~ g o  down kfom 
you go swimrnmg. 9 [+ adv] if f d  or drink 
wilYwill not go down, it is  easyldifflcult to swal- 
low, or you enjoy iVdo not enjoy ~ t :  M y  drink 
went down the wmng way and I S I w t e d  cough- 
ing o A cup of tea rvouId go down nicely (= I 
would like one). 1 O when the curtain in a theatre 
goes down, it is the end of the performance: The 
cludience mcheeringas thecurtarn went dourn. 
~(figuratiw) ABer 25 ymrs, tlna curtain has 
finally gane down on his smrkltng mreer IEEB 
go up 1 T when lights go down in a theatre, the 
performance is about to start: ShequickIyfomd 
o seat Mom the lights wentdown. go up ?2 
f+  advlprepl to reach down to apartlcular point: 
Peprla's coat is so big ii gws right down lo her 
ankfes. 13 (of a tyre) to low air My t p ' s  gone 
down agntn T 4  (BrE, informai'~ to be sent to 
prison: He'sgonedownfortwntyyears. 15(oE a 
carpet) to be put on the floor: It'IIfeeI a lot 
warmer when t& carpet goes down. 16 (of a 
plane) to fall from the sky; to be brought to the 
ground: 'ThepIa~'sgoin#down!'hemred. 17 (of 
a shlpj tosink: Hundredsdkd when theferry wnt 
down, J8 to Fall; to behave badly and lose 
people's respect: the brrsinessgoes &wn, wego 
down wlth it, 19 to be defeated by sb, especially 
in a smrts game or -petition: Liuerml went 
h w n  2-Oto Everton. 20 (to 8th) ( e s p a k l l y  BrE) 
to be made to move to a Eower position, rank, 
class, status, etc: We d lo win the next two 
games to avold going damn rapp, go up 21 (In 
sth) (as 8th) to be written down; to be recorded or 
remembred in a particular way: Everyfhlng I 
said went down in hfs Iittk &book o I998 will ga 
down as the wmmny's best yeax o He will go 
down in Ahlory m a grml shztamnn 22 (slnng, 
mpchlCy A m 0  to be happening: She always 

knows wht'sgotng &wn. o Whul'sgoingdom? 
23 (from...) (BrE,formal) to leave a university 
(especially Oxford or Cambridge) at the end of a 
term or after finishing your studies: She went 
down Cfmm Cumbridge) in 1 9 5 4 . 5  go up 
@ v + &  

,ga 'down; ,go "down sth to move from a higher 
~ s i t i o n  to a lower one; to go along 5th h m o n e  
end towards the other: One end of the see-#w 
gwsup whmletheotherend~chwn. o Thepafn 
gws down my arm. o I'velust got D go down lo 
Jrm's sfiim with thpsepnpm o Will wgo down 
any sleep hilk? o You'll see the heusem lf you go 
down the swd a bit, o It WRS h r d  enough to gel 
up Rere (= a mountain, for example), and now 
m'w got to go down! o Their company h a  
rIecIded togo down the-path (= do the same 
things)mours. 
ESl road, staim, hlll EEQ go up, p up rth 
Qv+adv + u+prep 
IEEI go down the 'dmln (BrE also go d m  b e  
'plughole) to be w a s w  to get much worse go 
down 'that road to foUm a particular course of 
actlun, especially a dimcult or h a r M  one: He 
saui he'd never kwd drugs bemuse he'd seen loo 
mnny fahented kidsgo down that road. 

,go 'down on ath toloweryourbody towards the 
ground, especially so that you are heeling: I 
m n t  down on my hands and knees to h k f u r  
ihe pen. o IZn not going to go down on my knees 
and beg him tofirgive me. 
EEZ hanrls and knees, k ~ 8 ,  one knee, all 
fours 
Qv+adv+pmp 

,go 'dorm to ... /nth to go to a place near where 
you are, or a place you often go to: Shall rw go 
downtothebwch foraswim?~ I h g o i ~ d o w n t o  
the corner shop for somemilk 
@v+adv+prep 

,go ' d m  wlth sth(esmInllyBrE) tobwome ill 
w1thsth:Ith~nkI'mgoingdown wirhamId. 
,sr., c ~ n e  dorm wfth sth: nlcken for nth; 
catch sth; get sth 
6 v+adv+prep 

'go for sMth 1 toattack sblsth: She went& him 
wlth a kni f~ .  o Vigurnfiw) Thenewspapers really 
wentfor hrm over hu ddmce of termrim. 2 to 
appty to sblsth; to be true of sblsth: Whot I surd 
about Tim helping g ~ e s  for you roo, Alex. o We 
may have high u m p l o y m t ,  but the same gaes 
for many other muntrres. o Terry naads to relux 
mom, and the same goesfor  you 3 to go to get 
sblsth: S h l I  I go for a W r ?  o She's gone for 
some milk. 4 to be attracted by  sblsth; to like or 
prefer sblsth: He's not the typ? I llsuoily go for: 0 
Chiidmn usually goforcoIowfuIpackaging. 
&V+PWP 

(hm) a lot, nothlng, ntc. 'golng Iw lVyw 
(to have) manyhot many advantages: She has a 
@ job she's &mctiue and intelligent - she 
has a lot gotogfor he? o The town d m n l  really 
have mmhgoingfor it. 

'go for d h  1 to choose sth: I think I*ll goJwthe 
s m k .  o Which mrnpufer w&m are they going 
for7 2 to try to get or achieve sth: Did you gofor 
that job? o He's going for the wod3 mrd. o &I 
forftlYou'wgotnothzngU1he. o Thot'sagrwt 
]dm! Gofor It! 3 to k sold for the price men- 
tioned: These computers usually go for under 
£1 m. 
Q v + ~ " e p  

,go Yorth (litemry) to leave a place and go m e -  
where, e s p x i d y  inorder to do sth goad or brave 
e v + a d u  

,go 'forward I to make p m m  to begin to hap 
pen or be successful: Theprojectisgoingfol~~~rd 
nicely. o hrcw that we haw Risagrnment thedeal 
con gofirword. 2 (of  clocks and watches) to be 
set one hour ahead at the beginning of summer 
The c k k  go forward tonlght. We have an hour 
less in bed. IEE) p back 3 to be suggested as a 
candidate for a job or an electdposit~on, etc: 
name has g o n e f o r d f o r  lhe]ab. 4 (to sth) to 
win one stage of a competition, etc. and be able 
totake wr t  in thenext stage: Which h m s  willgo 
forward to the secondmurad? 
g v + a d v  

,go 'In I (of the sunormoon)to disappeatbehinda 
cloud: The sun went in and it grew mIdeb SBB 
come out 2 ( f n f o m n  (of fact$, information, 
etc.) to be abort&, understood and remem- 
bered: I &p studying, but thew dates just won't 
go in. IEE) slnk In 3 (of a piece of equipment, 
furniture. etc) to be built or fitted in a place: The 
kitchen mill kfinished once thefrIrIge hargone in. 
+ S e @ ( T h G O  IN,GV 1N STH.GO l N T 0  STB; GO I N ,  

GO INTO STH; GO INTO STH 

Q v + &  
,go 'In; ,gw 'In sth; ,go 'Into 8th 1 to enter a 

room, a house, etc: It's getlmng mM: &?go i n  o 
k t ' s  go in the kitchen - ilk wurmer o Why did 
you go in& my o m ? o  Am you going inlo town 
W y ? 2  to fit into a container, etc. Thesu~tmw fs  
Juli already - thaseshmsdefinibely won't go in. o 
3"m  mazed that all the IwgaRe wnl  in the wc o 
An rhepho& willgo into t h ~  ba*. 3 (infirm0 to 
join an organization, especiallyone of thearmed 
forces or the police: He wrs I7 when he wmt in the 
army o Ed wnls Zogo into the Marines. 4 (of the 
ball m sports played w t h  a ball, etc.) to enter the 
goal, net, hole, etc. and swre points: Didyou 8ee if 
the ball went in7 o He klckad the ball hard enough 
to@ into t h  Mof thegoal. 
-f seeaka GO IN; GO IN,GO INTO STH; GO INTO STH 
&v+adv + v+prep 
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,go 'In; ,go 'into sth 1 to go to an omce or 
another place of work in order to work do a w- 
ticular task, have some work done for you, etc: 
f'vegot to uxlrk tomorrow, but I m always go in 
Ia@. o The car needs lo go In (= into the garage) 
fur a ~erwk. o Am you going in& wrk lornor- 
row? 2 to ga to a hospital to m l v e  treatment, 
testa, etc: I'm going in on Friday for an X-rap o 
When is Cam going into hospitul? 3 (of soldiem, 
an armx etc.) to go to a plaw where there is &ht- 
ing  or a war and k o m e  invo1vd in it: Troops 
aregoing in lonight. 
+~eealsO~o IN;CO INGO IN STH,  GO INTO STH; 
GO INTO STB 
Qv*sdv*v+pmp 

,go 'In for sth (esperiully BE) I to take part in a 
cornpetitlon; to takean exam: Shew infor all 
the competitions In ihe m g a z h a n d  never wins 
anything. o Which events am yougoing infor at 
the .whmI spor1.17 o She's going in for the b- 
bridge First C.rt@cafe. 2 = GO INTO STH 3 He 
W d d  loga inforpofiticr. 
IEX) enter ath 
Q v+adv +prep 

,go 'In for s t h ;  ,go 'in for doing s t h  to like sth 
and regularly use it, do it, etc.; to have gth as an 
interest ora  h0bby:Shsgoesinfor~ery brighghiwl- 
ours. o He doesn't m l l y  go in for mnking long 
s&. o My family don'l go in for that sort of 
thiw. o She newr went in for dancing. 
Qv+adv+prep 

,go 'In with sb (on ath) to join sb b a aparticular 
pro~ect, activlM h s ~ n w ,  etc: Jack went in with 
somefriends to slar l  a car him business, o I'll go 
in with you on (= I'll give you some money for) 
Mary ' s p m i .  o My brothenam opening a gar- 
age and they want me togo In with them. 
Q v+ adv + prep 

,ga 'Into sth I (of avehicle)tohitsthviolenlly; to 
crash lnto sth: The mr skidded and wnt  into m 
t m .  2 (01 avehicle or driver) to startaparticular 
movement: The truck went into n spin on apatch 
of ice. o %plane mnt  into a nosedive. 3 (also 
,go 'In for sth) todecide to do aparticular kind of 
work as your job or career Whm did you decide 
to go into palirrcs?o She's going into publishing. 
o Sanjay'sgone inio business with h i i f a r k  
politlca take sth up 4 to h e n  to lx in a 
particular state or situation: She went rnio a 
m m  after the accident. o The wuntry is going 
into a W i n e .  o The cumpuny has gone inlo 
laquidation, o The family has gone &lo hMing. 
kZ4 Ilquldetlon, production, dacllne, hlding, 
erile,a coma S to begin toactor behaveinapar- 
ticular way: He wnl  mto u bng explanation nf 
the affair o D r m  rvere there, ready io go info 
action if the stunt went wrong. 6 to examine or 
discuss sth carefully. I won't 80 into delaib 
now o We 'e to go into the questlon of costs. 0 

She'smtwming,  form^ which Iwon'tgoinio 

now. 7 (also ,go 'Into doTng ah) (of money, time, 
fdTort+etc)tobespentonsth: tobeusedtodosth: 
More money needs to go into rebuiwing the inner 
cities o I can see that a lot of time and H o r i  has 
gone inlo yourpmjecf. 4 A huge amount of wrk 
uwnilntomakingiheocMslonastrccess. o A  lotof 
skill. loueudmrkhadgoneinlolhegrrrden. Bto 
start taking part in an exam, a wmpetition, an 
election, etc: Icon'! go into the w m  unpmpmd. 
9 if one number goes in to  a Iarger number, it is 
contain4 in that numkr the number of times 
mentioned: 5gw-s inlo 25fiw times. oDwS I3go 
info 397- Notice also the example: 5 Into 24 
mn't  go. 
3 Seeah0 GO IM; GO lN, GO 1N STH, GO INTO STH; 
GO IN, GO INTO STH 

Q V+PWP 

,go 'off 1 (to ah) to leave a place, -idly in 
order to do sth: You go fl and havefun. o W e n  
rareyougoingoff onyawtrip? o Have thechildmn 
gone fl to schwlyed? o Everyone wmtqjr happy 
o Ican't believe Ed w e ~ t  on  without saying@- 
bye! o Mypomntshnvejrrstgone off t~ &. 2 (of a 
weapon, etc.) to be fir& to explode: Xhegun went 
fl bytwident. o The bomb wentofl in a crotuded 
street, D E l  gun, bnmb 3 (of an alarm) to make a 
sudden loud noise or flash: She got up as soon ras 
the aIarm clock went on o The thieues run a w y  
when the burglor ohrm went o f l m  alarm, 
alann clock, fire- alarm 4 if a light, the electri- 
mty, etc. goes oft it stops working: Suddenly all 
thelightswentolf: o ThehmtingcomesonutGarad 
gws off at  9. EEil llghts IT0 come on: go on 5 
[+ adv] if a performance, etc. g w s  off welYbadly, 
it is successful/not successful: Thesham w~n t  of 
vey  wil. o Howdtif ihewncengooflo Theper- 
f o r m m  went ofl wlthout a hitch (= wrthout 
any problemsat all). 6 (Brm if food or drink goes 
off-it bewrnesbadandnot fit toeatordrink: ThLs 
milk hus gone on Isvs.ll mllk, meat 7 {especiolEy 
B r a  ta become worse in quality: Her books have 
gone off in m t  years. 8 (informal, especutIly 
BrE) to fall asleep: Hasn't the h b y  gogone fl (lo 
sleep)yet? E D  d rep off + v+adv 

,go 'off; ,go 'off 8th 1 to move away flmm sth 
large or important and go in a dfleerent d i m  
tion, The road you want goes fl on the right. o 
(figrsmtiue) She's always go& ng the point (= 
not talking about the main topic). 2 to leave the 
stage, the sports field, etc. during a play or a 
game: Hamlet goes 4ff in the rnrddk qf t h e m .  
o Johnmn- went ofl a: halftime. 
@v+adv + v+prep 

,go Wf s h t h  (irsformaf, especially BrE) to lose 
interest in sWsth; to stop liking sblsth: I thhk 
she'sgoingoff nae. o He'sgone ofl hisfood. o I've 
gone off the rdw of a holiday in h i l and .  
O v + m  

,go 'off wfth sb to leave your huahd ,  wife, 
partner, etc. in arder to have a relationship with 
sb else: Eddie's gow ofl with his wre's be$t 
friend 
E@ runawaylMwfthsb 
+v+adu+pmp 

,go 'off w4th sth to leave a place with sth that 
d m  not belong to you: Who'sgome ofl with my 
new pen? 
E 3  meko off (with 5th) + v+adv+prep 

,go 'on 1 (of a situation or a state of f l a b )  to 
continue to happen or exist without changing: 
We can't let thIs disputego on. o Things can't go 
on as they am. o on spite oJ everything, lue must 
go on, o We mnY go on likethis! BFO carry on; 
continue 2 to last for a particular time: The 
meefing went on for hours. o How much longer 
will this hot weather go on (Tor)? carry m; 
lest 3 (wlth ath) to continue an activ~ty, espe 
cially after a pause or a break: f'm sorry I inter- 
rupted. Go on wrth your story. o The chik fm 
quietly went on with their wrk. olet's tnke a 
break. We'ilga on when you're &p carry 
MI (wkh Bth) 4 (wfth 8th) ( a h  ,go 'on dolng sth) 
to continue an activity without stopping: When I 
came lnto the room, the boss jusi uwnt on miih 
what she wm doing and drdn"lk up. o I could 
huegoneon listening ro Ted b stories all night. o 
I'dprefer t o p  on doing thmlpsmyown wqy. EiQ 
eany on (wfth sm), carry on dulng sth 5 to con- 
tinue speaking after a short pause: 'You know', 
he went on, 'I muer liked her'o Coon then! Tell 
me what happened! o She hesilatedfir a moment, 
and then wn l  on. EE) carry on 6 (of a Ilght, the 
electrlclty, etc.) to start to work, to be switched 
on: Suddenball thelightswenlon. IE?l go eU7 
(of time) to pass: Things w ~ l l  improue as t~me 
goeson o She ~ m o r r m i w r a b l e u s  the euen- 
ing went on. go by 8 (uswily wed in  he 
pmgrmiw l e n . ~ )  to take place: to happen: 
Whnt kgaingon here? o Wha knows what goes on 
when I'm away o Thew must be a m g o t n g  on 
next rdool: o She ignores a Iot of what goes on. 9 
(to HMO do sth) to do sth after you have finished 
sth clsc: Wall the st&enLsgoon m work in mzer- 
ingPo Let'sgoontothenerlitemontheagenda. o 
The boys went on lo a club, but I decided lo go 
home. 10 ,go 'on1 (informi) used to encourage 
or dare sb to do sth: Go on' Haw another mke. o 
Go on! Try it! o Gom!Ask b o u t !  Idareyou' 1 4  
(about sblsth) to continue talking to sb for a Iong 
time about the m e  person or thing, usually in 
an annoyingway: They keepgorng on abut  t k r r  
trip o Whof Is she going on abut? 0 My pnrenlg 
m n t  on and on rrhut h o w s ~ l m y  srsler is. 
BE) bang on a b w l  sblsth ( B E ,  imrmao 1 2  
{at sb) (about sth) (especiaI1y Brm to complain to 
sb about thew behav~our, work, ctc: My dad went 
on a! me ahout not having ajoh. o Stap gorng on 

atme!oShukeepsgolngonatmelo&m Mter 
SEE? carry on (at 8b) (about stl~); crftldze mb 13 
to oontinue to travel in the direction you are 
going: I kn roo tired to go an. o They had an mi- 
dent and mrrh'l go on. DEE) carry on 14 
(aheedfto toah) to travel, in h n t  of sb else: Juck's 
going on ahead to get the h o w  &y. o S h l l  we 
waitfor Ray or shaU wego on inlo town wrlhoral 
hrm? 4 5 (of a mad, a piece of land, etc.) to cover 
a particular distance in a part~cular direction: 
Thedesertsaemed Dgo on foreue~ 76  (of an actor 
or a performer) to walk onto the stage to begin 
their performance: ShedaPsn'tgoon liilAa2.17 
(in sport) (of a player) to join a team lnstead of 
another player during a game: Alkn urenl on (in 
phce of Bmm) just tqfore hnwttm. 18 go on 
Ismken, i n f i rm / ,  espxially B r a  used to agree 
to do or alIow sth that you do not really want to 
do or allow, mer sb has persuaded you: Xre you 
sure you won'! mm7' 'Oh ~po on then, bm I won't 
k able to stby long.' 19 go on1 (oldfashiorned, 
BrE, spohn, i t?forW used to show that you do 
not believe what sb is saying: Go on! You drdn't 
earlit allyoum!f! E3B get  away (wlth you) 
Q v + &  

4alsor*adv+-ing 
5 also v+ adv + speech 
be , g o b  ''on (for) sth (Bra to be nearly a 

particular age, time or number: It lws going on 
Vir) midnight. o She's 15, going on PI!(= she acts 
as ~f she's 21) enwgh, plenty, ete. to he golng 
'an 4 t h  enough, plenw etc. for our present n d s :  
That should beenoughfwd lo hgoingon with. 
b .gdnga-'on n [pl.] (rrdormuR activit~es or 
wents that are slrange or amusing: There have 
ken  some stmngegorngsan at fheirhow. 
c 'ongolng u& [usually before noun] continuing 
to ex~st  or dwelop: an ongoing process0 the 
ongoing dehie o an ongoing situntion o The 
problem Isongoing. 

,go bn; ,go 'on d h  to fit or put on top of 
another object: The lld WRY go on. o This shoe 
mn'sgoon myfmt atall. 
+u+adu +v+prep 

'go on sth 1 (& in neg&uem&nm andqw 
lions) to base an opinion or a judgement on ssth: 
The police don't have much avidem lo p on. o 
I'm only gorng on what shB CDld m. 2 to begin 
doing, following, enjoyingor using 5th: toguon a 
cowseltrip o 1% going on a diet on Monday. 0 
When arer?yogaingon Iwllday? o &goon thedole 
(= to start to receive government unemployment 
benefit) o When do the bnndgu on lour? 
b v + prep 

'go on sZ)l; 'go on dolng  sth (of moneg: time, 
energ' etc) to be spent or used for 8th: All his 
money gws on drhk.  o Most of the e M @  we 
wgm on running themmpulets. 
+ W o & O G O O N 4  
e' V + P ~ * P  
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,go 'out 1 (IwRo ah) to leave your house to go to 
mlal events, etc: Shall w go out for a ml 
tonight? o Elliegm out a Iol. o Shegoesaut d m -  
cing most weeken&. o Jenny wually goes out 
with her frfendron Fn'day evenings, IEB9 atay In 
2 (with sbhgethar) (inform0 (especially o f  
young pgaple) to spend time with sb and have a 
romanticor sexual relationship with them: Sam 
has been going out with Kate for srx months. o 
How Ion# have Sam and Kate been going out 
t0mlher7 0 When did ithey start goirsg out? 
d a e ,  date sb 3(af a letter, a message, etc.) to be 
sent, announced, etc: Have the invitations gone 
out yet7oA memo rvant out about the dimtor's 
restgmtwn. 4 (of news, information, etc.) to be 
made public; to be publishd: Word went out that 
IhePrrme Minwier hacireszgmi. o Themagazrw 
.goes out six limes a year 5 (espechlly BrE) (of a 
radio or telwisfon programme) to be broadcask 
Thefirstepisodegmouf nextFriday ataonpm. o 
The show will ga out live from the studio. 6 (of a 
flreor alight) tostop burningor shining: Thefim 
hasgoneout. o There wasa power cut and all the 
lights went out. Ilghts, flro IEQ b m  extln- 
guished IformnO 7 $ money $foes out, ~t 1s spent 
on bills and expenses: We wed need have more 
moneymmingin tlmngoingout. DE3 come In B 
(to ... ) to leave your country and travel toanother 
one, especially one far away: We went out t o m  
h~rn when he ulas living in Australia, o Haw yon 
been out ta IndIarecently?9 i f  the tide or the sea 
g m s  out, it moves away from the land: When 
does Ihe t M e p  out?lWZlonly the tlde ebb 
(more formal) EEB w w  In f O  to fail in a wm- 
petition, contest, etc She went out irt lhefirsi 
round of the fourtramt. 
+v+adv 

goout llkea 'IlgM tofallasleepwryquickly: 
I writ out like a light as $can as my hmd hit the 
p~liow. your hwrt 986s ?ovl to sb used to say 
that you feel a lot of sympathy for sb: Ourhearls 
go out $0 the families of the vrcrim. 
b 'outgolng adj  1 aufgolng very friendly and 
l'ilng to meet and talk to other people: Amie's 
sister w much mom outgoing than she h 2 [only 
before noun] about to leave a position of respon- 
sibil~ty: the outgoing govermnt 3 [only before 
nounJ going away from a particular place rather 
than taming in to it: outgolng wIWflighlslpzs. 
sengers o Iheoutguingtide 
b 'outgoings n [pl,] (RrE) themoney which a per- 
son or a campany spends regularly on bills and 
other necessary expenses: TItey h w n ' t  got 
enough money towwr tiroutgoings. 

,go 'out; ,go 'out of sth 1 to leavearoom, build- 
ing, ett. It's too mid lo go out. o The talking 
startwl as swn as the teacher went out of the 
m m .  o lE isn't a good idea lo go out alone at 
night. o I'mgoingoutfora walk o He'sJusYgone 
out m gel a aewsmpeK o My W y m o l h e r  never 
went out Zo wonk (= away from the home), o She 

rwnd stmight out and spent E?W on a new W. 
lE!9 go In, go In I*, go Inm rth 2 to bwome no 
longer fashionable or used: That hirsgrk went 
out of fashion years  go. o StyIes like that haw 
mmpletely gone out MU o The word kthern'  
has gone olrt of use in modern Englrsh. raPa) 
come In, m tn sth, come into sth 
Q v t e d v .  v+adv+prep 

,go 'out for ath ( A m  to try to gain a place In a 
sports team, a band or a group that does some 
other activity: I had 0 talk Greg inlo going out 
for f& basketbaI1 aam. o 'Did she make f!u 
trand?' 'Shedtdn'tgu outfor it.' 

try for nth s l y  out (for sth) 
(espe~ialIy AmE) 
Qv+adv+prep 

,go "out of sbtsth (of a qualim or feeling) to no 
longer be present in sblsth; to disappear from 
sblsth: He r e i d  and the tension went out of 
him. o Theheat hadgoneoutof thedqv. 
(4 v+ adv + prep 

,go 'over 1 (to sblsth) to move towards sblsth, 
especially crossing a room, etc: He went ouer to 
the window for a cioser h k  at the parude. o I 
m t o w r a n d m t k s i d e J ~ ~ m .  Z(tosth)tovisitsb 
for a short time, usually at theirhouse: I'm gofng 
over to my daughter" for lunch. + setl a h  GO 

ROUND 1 3 (to ... )to travel to a place overseas: My 
fami& Iiue in Beklum and I'm ming o w  to %?e 
them week. 
e v t a d v  

,go 'bvelr: ,go ' m r  sth to pass above or m r  the 
top of sblsth: Planes were going over all night, o 
We m s h a k e n  as themr went over the bwnps in 
the road. 
Qv+adv v+piep 

,go 'cver d h  I to do more, spend more, etc. than 
a particular amount or than you are allowed to 
do: Wn'tgoouerthespeediimit. o Didyougoover 
budget on your prujecl7IEE3 exceed ath (more 
forman 2 to examine the details o f  sth; to check 
6th: I'll go over thefigurns again to make sure 
they're right. o Go ouer your ruork mr&ufZy 
b@oreyou hand ii in. 3 to study sth t h l l y ;  to 
repeat sth: I'uegonewerandouerwhathappened 
in my mind, o She m t  ouer her lines ( = in a 
play) unt!l$he knew thern-ly 4 to look at or 
inspwt sth c-: P o l k  went (back) o w  all 
the evidence again. o My dad went ouer the car 
Ihoroughlytmdadu*edusnotto buy rt. 5todraw, 
paint, etc. over the top of sth that has already 
been drawnorpainted: I'wgoneovertheor~'mI 
drawing in pen. 6 to clean sth by passing sth 
across the surface He wens over thesurfaces wilh 
n dusfer 
~Eoovernthanbeusedinthepassivein 
meanlngs 2, 4,5 and 6: Thm? details have been 
goneover a l d y .  
Q v+vrep 

1 

b ,@olng'mr n [sing.] ( ~ o r n 0  1 an act of 
examining, cleaning or repsirLng sth thor- 
oughly: I'ur given thefit a good goingaver (= a 
thorough dean). o The garage gave the car a 
through guing-owr (= a careful ~nspection). 2 a 
serious physical or verbal attack on sb: Thegong 
gave him a r@aZgoing-ouer 

,go 'wer to sbtsth 1 to leave a group of pe~ple 
in order to joJn a competing group; to change 
from one side, opinion, habit, system, etc. to 
another; to start using sth dmerent: Two C a w -  
Wive  MPs went over lo the opmsitwa o We'w 
m t l y  gone o w  to I =  we've started using)smf- 
skimm?d miIk. 2 (in broadcastmgl to transfer to 
a dlfierent person, place, etc. for the next part of 
a programme: Letkgoover lo thenews deskloran 
hpormnt onnounmment. 
Qv+adv+prep 

,go 'past (of t h e )  to paas: HaVan JIOuruwttprsi 
while we weresitting them. 
CJ v+adv 

,go 'pest; ,go 'past s h t h  to pass in h n t  of 
sWsth: Istoordhck lo kt Jackgopast. o Theshop 
L emply whenever Igoplsf it. 
Qv+adv + v+prep 

,(p 'round (BrE) ( A d  ,go a'round) 1 (to 8th) to 
visit sb for a short time, usually at their h o w :  
Why don't you go mundand %Annie? o I'uegot 
to go around to my sister's (= to her house) in t k  
morning. * seeaIso~o OVER 2 2 to spin or turn: 
When Ifound the b&k, the wheels ruere still 
going round. o (fzguratiw).l'wgol so many idws 
goinaoroundinmy headarthemmnt. 
Qv+adv 

,go 'round; ,go 'round ath (BrE) =GO AROUND, 
GO AROUND STH 

,go 'round ,go 'round ath: ,go 'round doing 
~ t h  (Brm = GO AROUND, GO AROUND STH, GO 

AROUND DOING STH 

,go 'round sbhth (BrE) = oo AROUND S B ~ T H  

,go 'round ~ t h  (&E) =GO AROUND ST8 

,go 'round with sb; ,go 'round together 
(mE) = GO AROUND WITH SB, GO AROUND 
TOGETHER 

,go "through 1 (to 8th) (ir&C~rmal) used especially 
toasksb toenteram,etc:Shnllluegothmllgh 
to my ofice?o Go thmugh and make yourseIf 
conlfwlab1.e. 2 2 a law, a contract, etc. goes 
through, it is officialIy appmved, accepted or 
completed: The bill went through without any 
objections. oThe adoption I= of a child) has 
f inal Iy gone thr0Irgh. 3 if a bus1nes.s deal, etc. 
goes through, it 1s completed successfully: We 
are almosi certain the deal mill go through. 0 .?f 
the mergergoes through, we m y  lose owjobs. 4 
(to sth) to pasata the next stageof a competition, 
etc., havlng won the first part(s): Four tmms will 
go through to thesemi-final. 
Q v+adv 

,go 'through ,go 'through 8th to enter and 
cross a room, an area of land, a town, a country, 
etc.; topass through sth: TheguW o ~ d o n d  we 
wen# t hmqh ,  o Lots of huee frwh go through 
the rown. o You have logo through the lounge lo 
much the kitchen. o The d&nce was 4, and 
th@ ball went through inio thegwl. o The bullet 
went s m i ~ h t  through the wrnrlom o This is the 
hole where  he bullet wmt through, 
+v+adv u + w p  

,go 'through sb l  if afeelinggoesthroughyw, 
~t passes through your body: A shudder wend 
through h e x  2 if a particular type of food 
though you, you And it difficult to digest and it 
is empt ied from your tmwels quickly or in liquid 
form Imn't eat sushi- i r g m  right through me. 
Q v + p w  

'go through sblsth to ask a person or an organ- 
~zation to deal with sth for you or give you per- 
mission to do sth: you want lo book the cruise, 
you'llhaw logothmugha tmwlagent. 
Q V+PWP 

,ga 'through ath 1 to pm through sth &am one 
e n d  to the other: We wn t  through the & loget 
to the b k e .  o lfisuratiue) What went through 
your mind whm you saw John siandin~ there 
&r alI this time?T if you go through an event, 
a period of time, etc., you pass through it from 
the beginning to theend: He w n t  through t b d a y  
in a state of s m .  oShe mn't go zhrowh Elfe 
alwaysdependinff on herporeflb 3 to experience 
or suffer sth: You don't mlize what I've h n  
going rhrough. o She's been dhroug11 a badpatch 
reoently o We've kefi thmugh a a t  olpther 0 It's 
a phosPlstage all hmgm go througkW 
phase, experlam, a bad, dHRcult, etc. patch 
EE3 und%rgo sm (more f i r m 0  4 to look at, 
check or examine sth closely and m y ,  e s p  
crally in order to find sth-I'uegonethroughaIlmy 
packets but Imn'tfindmy keys. oqltm hbdeath, 
h b  dnughler had lo go through his papers. Dil 
p~ekets, papers 5 to discuss or study slh In 
detail, especially repeating it. Let's go through 
the argumentsaguim o Conid wego lhroughAct2 
oncemore7FC run thmugh sth & to perform a 
series of actlons; to follow a method: Thais the 
pnmss you have to go through to barnme a club 
m b m  o I m d e  a misfaks when I mas lolegtng 
out ond had lo fl through the whole proms 
again. o Have you seen him go through h*. aw- 
cw routine in the mornings7EEi process,  mu- 
tlne,pmeedumT touseupsth. T w r n f o  begoing 
thmugh a lot of money at the moment. o Have we 
gone through all that milk alre0dy.P- get 
thmugh sth 8 to wear or make a hole in sth: I'ue 
gone through fRee[bowsofmy j u m m ~  

Go through sth can be used in the passive 
111 meanings 4,5 and 6: The formnIitieS haw to & 
gone rhrough. 
O V + P ~ P  



go through 4 t h  135 , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . -, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 
go thmugh the 'rnotfom (of sWd doh# 

sth) f to pretend to do sth: Hejust w n l  through 
the motions of Ring a m .  2 to do or say sth 
without k i n g  serious or s i n e  about It: Her 
heart wasn't in the game - she was just pling 
thmugh t h e m t i o m  go through the 'red 1 (of 
prices, etc.) to rise very qurckly: H o w  prices 
have gone thmugh the mj 2 ta become very 
angry: My mum will go through the rmf if she 
finds out! 

,go 'through with sth todowhatisnecesaryto 
complete sth or achieve sth, even though it may 
be dficul t  or unpleasant: She &itfed not 50 go 
through wrlh ih operathion (= she dec~ded not to 
have it). o Hesays he'll mke us lo court, but he'll 
wvergo thmugh with it. 
Qv+adv+prep 

,go 'b It (AmE, qmken, Wornma0 used to tell sb to 
start doing sth: You needtoget itfinished by 6. Go 
to if! o We batergo W it w o r e  Itgetsdark. 
Qv+prep+rt 

'go b sb/sth to be given to sWsth; to pass to sb 
else when sb dies: Prwdsporn the mmrt will 
go ta charity. o Some of the credit for the book 
should go lo the illustmtor o Thefirstprize went 
to Peter o The wniraci h g o m  to aprIuate$rm 
0 The property m n t  ta his el&t daughter (= 
when hedied). 
9 V+PBP 

30 to sth 'I to start to do sth; to be@ to be in a 
particular state or condition: The lw muniries 
aresettom fu wurow thedispute. o Ihntetosee 
food going to wasre. o My bmin went to work 
on (= s t a r t d  to think about) what I should do 
nexth l3E onlywer,was~,rmrk2tomakealot of 
etrort, spend a lot of mongS etc. 1t-1 order to do or 
achieve sth: Wn' t  go to any #rouble on my 
h h a K  o Why go to the expenseof buying a w? 
o He wetat to g m t  pofns lo persuade us. o It's 
amozrng !he lengths people will go tn toged a job. 
@I only trouble. expense, pama, lengths 
Qv+prep+n 

ga goo the 'dogs ( i n f o m l )  to get into a very 
badstate: Somepeople think thismunhy isgoing 
lo the dogs. go to  your 'head 1 (of aloohol) to 
make you feeldrunk 2 (of sucwss, praise, etc.) to 
make yon feel very proud of yourseEf, especially 
in a way that other m p l e  find annoying go ta 
'pieces (iqforrnnfl if somebody goes to picoes, 
they become so upset orfrightend that they can- 
not live or work normally: I! seems Ise goes lo 
pieces m a crmis, go to 'pot ( in form0  to be 
spoiled because people are not working hard or 
taking care of things: His plan to m k e  money 
hadgone topot. go to "Imp 1 to fall asleep 2 if 
part of your body goes to sleep, you lose the 
sense of feeElng In it go to 'tuwn (on sth) to do 
sth with a lot of energy and enthusrasm, e s w  
ciaIly spendingalot of money: They hodn'tgot a 
garden, so lhgr really went to town on indoor 

plants. g o b  the 'wall ff B company ora business 
g w s  to the wall, it fails m u s e  of a lack of 
money 

,go to'gether 1 (of two ormore th-) to existat 
the same time; to be often found together: Mowy 
and happinessdon't a h y s g o  logether 3 see aLso 
GO WITH STH 2 2 to look, taste, sound, etc. good 
together; to wmbinewell with sth: ThmIours  
go together wid. o Cuny and p m t ~  don't reully 
go logether W Go is also used with thk mean- 
ing. Curry and pasta don't really go. o These ml- 
ours don't really go. + see a h  GO WITH STH 1 3 
(oldfashwned, espmidly Anna (wuaIIy uSed In 
the progressiue tenses) (of two people) to spend 
time witheachother and have ammantic or sex- 
ual relationship: They hnuen? h n  @tw 
together brig. + seeah GO OUT 2 
e v + a d v  

'go towards sth; 'go towards dolng sth to 
be used as part of the payment for sth; to be used 
as part of sth: The money will go tow& buying 
a wmputer o All thmmarksgo ~wrdsmyf i iau l  
diploma. 
@ V + P W  

,go budder 1 to sink M o w  the surface of the 
water: Thejl had bo swim lo shore when the bwt  
went undm 4 Somwrze w h e d  lo help him when 
he went wtdm: 2 (Irlformal) to fail, lose power, 
etc.: ta be unable to pay what you owe: A large 
number of small companies hauegone u m h  
+v+adv 

'go under sth to be known by a particular name 
or t ~ t k  lbes hego wuiermy other names? 
EEil the name of..., a rflffemnt, ete. name, the 
title of ... 
-P s e e a h  GO BY STH 2 
~ v + P W  

,go Up 1 to bewme higher in price, level, etc; to 
rise: The price of cigtsrem b going up, o Cigar- 
ettes am going up (in prtce), o My pension has 
gone up (by) L5 a week. IsuaJI price, bmperature 
)SYH) riw )OPIP) come down: go down 2 (to 
sblsth) to go towards sblsth: He mnt up to the 
house and knackdon the dm,: 3 (to ... ) to travel 
from one place to another, especially from the 
south of a country to the north: She'sgom up io 
ScotIandto see herson. o Areyougoingup ioloton- 
don tomorrowP4 to be built; to be put up: New 
ofim blades aregozng up ewevwhm. 5 to be des- 
troyed by fire or an explosion: one of the gels 

to& goes up. there wrll be mapsiue damage. o 
The whole building went up in flames. 6 to be 
fixed in a public place: Notices hnue mne w all 
over & miwrsitr. 7 if the curtain across the 
stage in a theatre goes up, it is raised or opened: 
The stage u m  empty when the curtain went up. 
EEEl eurhln coma d m  8 if a loud sound 
such as a shout or a cheer goes up, it is made by 
lots of people: A huge cheer uwnt up fmm the 
crowd. llusrlchwr, cryQ (tollntosth)(of asports 

team or a student) to move to a higher rank, pos- 
ition or class: Liverpol hvegom? up info the W 
onddivistaa o Is shegoing up into IhpskthfQm 
thFPyerrrP~ go d m  10 (to ... )(Brmto begin 
your studies at a university, especially Oxford or 
Cambridge; to b g m  a term at university: Sh@ 
uwni up (lo Odord) mn 1976. PFB go d m  
@ v+adv 

,go 'up; ,ga 'up 8th to move fmn a lower PO% 
ition to a higher one or upstairs In a building: 
 he l w g m  up and down u1Eduy o Go up rhe lad- 
de,: o She went up thestntrs veryslowly. o Julre's 
gone z q  to her m m  to change. 
EEi stalm, hlll, road IEQ ascend, ascend sth 
(formai) 
)o go down, go dorm 8th; ds-nd, dewnd 
Sth ~ o r m n f )  
Qv+adv v+prep 

,go 'up agalnst sblsth (AmE, informan to face 
sWsth drfficult, for example in a competition: He 
lwnr up against the champion in the semnd 
round. o In a consumw mte testtesl Coke ruent up 
against Pepsi. 
Qv+adv*prep 

,go ' up  to sth to come close to a particular point 
or tlme, or ga in a particular direction: Thk 
diary only goes up lo November o The road goes 
up to the schci~l. 
Qv+adv+prep 

'go wHh sb (okt-fushioned, Irlfomtjto have a sex- 
ual or romantic rerationship wlth sb: to have g e ~  

withsb:SRe'sbeenguing with himforquitea while, 
+ W Q k U G O  OUT2 

~ v + P W  
'go wlth sbrsth Einfwwl, especially Am57 to 

support a plan, an idea, etc. or the person sug- 
gestmg it: I'rnprepamd loga with herdaciston o 
I i k e  Ted's idm. Lat'sgu with it. o Which mndi- 
dateshall lwgo with? 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

'go wlth sthl tolook, taste,sound,etc.goadwith 
sth; to combine well with sth: This sauce g m  
W B  wrEh Iamb~oDoes thk skirr 80 with my 
j~rRper?+ W a1.W GO TOGETHER 2 (of tWO Or 
more things) to exist at the same time or in the 
sameplaceas sth: to beoftenfound together: D b  
euse often goes with poverty. o She hues aU the 
nitention that goes with krng famous. + see also 
GO TOGETHER 13tobe included w~thorasapar t  
of sth:Anewmrgws with thejob. 
~ V + P M P  

,go withbout; ,go wlth'out sth; ,go wlth'out 
dolng sth tomanage without sth which you usu- 
ally have I wuer wont the children lo haw togo 
withorit. o She went without sleep forbhreednys. 

do wfthout, do without sth 
Qv+adv + vtprep  

goad /gas AnmEgwal 

,goad sb 'on to drive and e n c o m  sb to do sth: 
They goaded him an & brPek the window o The 
boxers weregooderion by theshriekingcrowd. 
@ v + nipmn + adv 

gobble p g ~ b k  A d ' g c b l l  
,gobble sth 'downrup (ilrforman to eat foal 

very quickly: I gobbkl down my b m w e s t  and 
ran out of the house. 
181H) wolf %th down + v+adv+n + vtnlpmn+adv 

,gobble sth 'up (i~rormal) 1 to use a l l  of sth, 
espec~ally money# very quickly: The rent gobbh 
up half his earnings. 2 if a business, oompanx 
etc. gobbles up a smaller one, i t  takes control of 
it: Small famrly businesses am being gobbled up 
by largcrfirms. 
m swallow dl up 
e v + a d v + n  v+nlpmn+adv 

goof I ~ I  
,goof a'round (&format, e s ~ i a l l y  Am57 to 

waste your time doing silly or stupid things: 
Comeon, guitg&ngaround- this isserious. 

mess around 
@ v+adv 

,goof bff CAM, i ~ & m D  to waste time when 
you are supposed to be working 
&v+actw 
b 'god& n ( A d ,  illformal, disai~pwvtng) a 
lazy person who does not work hard 

,god 'up (on sth), ,god 8th 'up ( A M .  irbfor- 
ml) to make a mistake; ta spoil sth by making a 
mistake or doing it badly: He aluloysgoofs up (on 
exams). o He really goof& up his ewun 

mess up, mess sth up 
Qv+adv 4 v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

gouge 1 ~ 3 1  

,gouge sth 'out: ,BOW sth 'out of sth to 
remove sth, or form sth, by digging into a surface 
with a sharp tool, your fingers, etc: I wanted to 
gouge her eyes out. o Glaciers gouged out ua lleys 
from fhehflk. 
m eyes 
@ v+adv+n + v+nlpron*adv + 

v + nlpron + a&+ prep 

grab lgraebl 

'grab at s M h  to t ry  to take hdd of sblsth: She 
gmbkdaf the branch, misxdandJell. 
E!Q clutch at sblsth + v + prep 



grab at 134 ............................................................ ................................................ ............*............................................ ..-.. 
'grab aldh to take advantaged an opportunity 

to doorhawsth: He'llgrabat any Pxctrsetouvoid 
doing thedishes. 
FSZi chance, opportunMy+ -8s IEB 
mnth 
@ V + P ~ P  

'grapple wlth sth to t ry  to deal with a difecult 
situation or solve a diIIIclzlt problem: I'w spent 
all a f t e r m n  grappliw with them accoum. 
EUl problem, issue E B  wrestlo wfth sth 
W Grapple with sth can h used m the pas- 
slbe Thu. rs an ksw that LS k l n g  gmppIed with 
b.v the council. 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

'grasp at sthnb to try to take hold of sthhb in 
your hands. S h e ~ p a 2 n t h l s w .  
EZD catch at sthlab: eluleh at sthhb 
Q V + P ~ P  

'grasp at sth to t ry  to take advantage of an 
opportunitxespedally because you areunham 
w ~ t h  the present situation: He gmsperd at any 
hfwwf =m. 
I9YH) clutch at sth 
e V+WP 
EQ grasp at '*rum to try very hard to find a 
solution to a ~roblemor some hope ina dmcult 
or lmplcasant situation, wen though this seems 
very unlikely 

grass /gmsAmEgr@ 

,grass sth ' O W r  to cwer an area of ground with 
grass: Thegoden had Geengrasd over 

Grarss 6th over is off en used in the passive. 
@v+adv+n * v+nlpmn+adv 

,grass sb 'Up m, iMormal) to inform the 
policeorsb inauthorityabouta.nimeorsthhd 
that sb has done: Mygirrfrwndgmwdme u p  

It is dm possible to say: IWy girZfrlrmd 
g m s d  (on me). 
6 v+nfpmn*adv + v+edv+n 

gravitate ~ '~ rnv r t e r t~  
'gravltete toltoward(s) s h t h  to move 

towardssbkth that youareattractedto: Most uFP- 
iiors to New York gmurlate to Times Sqwm. 
e v + prep 

grind lgramd, ( w n d ,  gmud {graundl) 

,grind sb ' d m  to treat sb in a harsh way or 
annoy them for a long t h e  until they can no 
longer defend themselves or flght back: Don't kt 

,grind 8th ' d m  to rub sth against a hard s w  
face in order to make it smooth and shiny 
)91M) wear sth down 
Q v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

,grind 'on to continue for along thne in aboring 
or unpleasant way: The negotiations ground on 
formonlhs. 
Q v+adv 

,grind sth 'out 1 to produce sth in large q w -  
ttties over a long perid of time, especially sth 
that is not interesting or of good quality: He 
g r i ~ o u l a  muela month. EBB chum sth out 2 
to press a burnlng cigarette down firmly wlth 
your hand or your fwt in order lo stop it burn- 
ing: Ha ground out the cfgemtte with hs heel. 

rtubsthout 
@v+a&v+n v+nlpmn+adv 

'grope for sth to twhardtofhdsU1: Zsfep@in. 
fhedoorondgrodf i r  theIiphtswlWr.  firgu guru- 

.... five) 'Yes, but ' H e m g m p i n g f o r  words. 
lFZl Ilght, word, an-r 
e v + prep 

'grope towards dh  (mre) t~ try to find an 
apreement, an answer to a problem etc: The #loo 
part& aregroping towards a compromiw. 
Q v + prep 

,gross sb ' O B  (AmE, iqi3rmaO to make sb feel 
disgusted: Hisgreasy hnirmllygrosses meout! 

v + nlpron + a& * v+ adv + n {less freguenf) 

ground tmtrndl  

be 'grounded Inton 8th to be b a d  on 8th: Is 
theslory grounded in fact? 
Q be+v+prep 

,grow a'pad to become less close to sb in a rela- 
tionship: We used to k g o d  friends, buf w ' u s  
grown amrr. 
Qv+adv 

,grow a'way from sb to wme to have a less 
close relationship with sb; to depend on sb less: 
Shehasgrown atlmypom herparents. 
Q v +  adv + prep 

,grow 'back if hair, b, etc. g p ~ w s  back, it starts 
to grow again after i t  has been cut or damaged: 
His h r r  grew back thrcker om he shaved his 
hwd. 

halt 
v+adv 

,grow 'Into sth 1 to gradually become sth over a 
period of time: She had grown hfo a h u t i f u l  
young m n .  2 if a child gmws lnio clothes, 
helshe becomes big enowh to fit lnta them: This 
mt's loo big for him now. but he'll grow inlo it 
l@Z coat, trousers, sic, EB g m w  out of sth 3 
to become famiIiar with and oonfident in a new 
job, activity, etc. He needs t ~ m  so grow in& the 
fob. EEi job, role 
e V + P ~  

'grow on sb if SWSM grows on you, you grad- 
ually 11ke themllt more and mom: That painl- 
tng'sreallygrownon me. 
6+ Y + P ~ ~ P  

,grow 'out if the mlour or style of your hair 
growa out, it disappears as your hair grows: I 
had my hairmlodszxzueeksogo,  bur St'sgmw- 
ing out mul 
Q v t a d v  

,grow Mh 'OM to let your hair grow so that the 
colour or style changes or disappears: h d e c i d e  
logrow f h e I a ~ o u t .  
Qv+nlpron+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,grow 'out of sth 1 if a child grows out of 
clothes, helshe becomes too blg to wear them: 
She grows out of her clothes sa fast! EXd coat, 
trousers, etc. E D  outgrew sth grow Into 
szh 2 to stop doing somethmg or suffering from 
8th as you become older: He &WLU out of his 
eczema as h got older o He was cr very rebeilhious 
teenurn  but he grew out of it. outgrow 
sth 3 todevelop from sth: Thex lowsgrew out of 
a need t~protm! childmn. 
Q v+ adv prep 

,grew 'up 1 when a person grows up, they 
become an adult: Kate's $rowing wfrrst. o Oh, 
grow up I= behave in a more sensible way) and 
ssopmkingsuchafUss!o He wasad&Ecultteen- 
age6 but grew up lo k u a p n s f b I e  adult. 2 
[+advtprep] to spend the t h e  you are a child in a 
particular place or in a particuIar way: Hegrew 
up m Portugal. o Me1 and I grew up together: o 
This gensmthn hm grown up on MTE! 3 to 
develop gradually: The town had grown up 
around the abbq! o A cult hudgrown up around 
Rim. EE) develop 
=Do not confuse this phrasal verb with 
grow Grow can be u& without an object to 
mean 'increase in s~ze, number, cost,&.' Grow, 
but not grow up, can be used with an object: lo 
grow v@gemb[es. Use  bring sb up to refer to par- 
ents caring for their ch~ldren unttl they are 
grown up and teaching them how to behave, etc. 
+v+adv 

b ,grown-'up@ ( i q f o m n  4 mentally and phye 
ically an adult: He has two grown-up chi&en Z 
adult mature: Susie is uerygrown-up for her we. 

'gmwnup n IrnfornrnO (used especial& by 
adults when mlking lo chiidren, or by childmn) 
an adult person: The grown-ups win sit at one 
table and t h e c h i h n  at another 

,grub sth 'outrup (mm) to dig ath out of the 
ground: Thollsatuh of miles of r f w s  have 
beengmbM up 
ES dlg sth out: dlg sth up 
Qv+adv+n a v+nlpron+a& 

guard /g~d:A&gmrd/ 

'guard agalnst ath: 'guard agalnl dolng 
sth to do sth toprevent sth happening or to pm 
tect yourself from sth: CIwn t h ~  wound toguard 
agoinst the dnnger of infmion. o We should 
guard l r g o t M  the m i b i i r g  of this happening 
again. oRegulrsr exercise mn help fu guard 
agairrsl heart disease- 
E E i  danger, risks, posslblllty 
W Guard against sthlagainst dohgsthm 
be used in the passive: This danger must k 
guordd against. + v +  prep 

'guess al ath to try to imagine sth or make a 
judgement w~thout lolowing all the facts: Wemn 
only guess at thereason for his actbns. 

G u w  at 6th can & used in the passive: 
H~rfeelmgsmn only k g u e ~ W d ~ 1 .  
Qv+prep 

gulp lanlpl 
,gulp sth 'back (rare) to stop yourself showing 

that you are upset by swallowing hard: She 
gulped back her tears. 
EEi bars 
Q v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+adv 

,gulp 9th 'down to swallow sth guicklyand nols- 
ilp. HegvlpeddownagIassoJ wter: 
!GI water, coffee, etc- 

Gulp sth can also be used with a similar 
meaning. 
6 v+adv+n * v+rdpmn+adv 

,gum sth 'up (BrE, Infirmat, ram) to AU sth with 
a sticky substan~e so that i t  cannot mow or 
work: !@ eyes cuere all gumIPIBd up o The sub 
stancegununed the machine up 

Gum sth up is often wed in the passiw. 
+v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 



gun I N  (4n-j 

,gun sb ' d w m z I i ~ i ' ) t o s h o o t  sb, &ally 
so as to kill or serlwsly injure them: He wap 

g u d  down outside Afs home. o Terrorists 
guddournsLxrtxp~ople in the town h tmonth .  
m shoot l b  
W Gun sb down Is &n used in the passive. 
@v+adv+n * v+pron+a& fu. v + n + a d v ( m )  

'gun for sb (Informal) (only used In the p m w -  
st w kws) to try to blame sb or cause trouble for 
them: She's k e n  gnnningfor me s i r m  I came to 
work here. 
+v+prev 

'gun for sth (irbfornurb (only usarl in t h e m  
slue fmm) t o m  hard to get sth: to aim for sth: 
TAW ore h t h  gunning for p h m  in the chm-  
pionsh rp. 
Q v+prep 

gusSy hnsil (gm*k=. auswlng, gu-fad. 
gussled) 

,Qussy sMth 'up;,guSsyyOU~ff 'up(.AmE, 
mnform0 to dress sblyourself in special, attract- 
ive clothes: to decorate 5th to make it look 
attractwe: She glrssted herself up for the big 
mm. o Jim's got all gussied up! o My dress 
waspbin, but Ijiu~sied it up wnth some jewellery. 
0 The dly wasgmied upJor IhePresident's visit. 

doll yournelf up (In sth); betget dolled up 
(In s t h ~  
K 5 W  Gusy sblsth up is usually used In the gas- 
slrc w~thbeorgat .  
6 v+adv+n + v+pmn+adu 

hack firekl 
,hack 8th a'bout (EWE, Informa[, dkpproving)  

to cut or change sth in a rough and mreless way: 
The hairdressers hum h k d  her hair about a 
bit. o Cfigurntiw) The scripr was hacked a h u t  By 
seuernlpuple ~ u r e t h e m v i e  wasfinished. 

v+ dpmn + adv 
'hack at sth: ,hack a'way (at 5th) to try to cut 

sth using strong rough blows with a n  axe, a 
kn&+ scissors. etc: She's really hackedatmy hair 
I r 's  a mmpM mess o He mas hacking away at 
the trpes wzlh an axe. 0 Wn't  hack at it! Cut it 
rnnghily! 
e v + p r e p  v+adv 

,hack sth'down tocutakee,etc.roughly sothat 
it falls to the ground: They am hackingdown the 
@ ~ L S  tosdi the timbm: 
W tree ES) chop sth down 
@v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

,hack 'into slh(mmputin& toflndaway of look- 
Inp at or changing the information on sb else's 
computer w~thout  their knowledge or  permls- 
sion: A WMM girl managed to huck inlo the 
bank'smmpultr: 
@V+PMP 

,hack sb 'off ( B E ,  irpformal) to make sb feel 
extremely annoyed or irritated: He was hadcad 
ofl wrth thp whok situation. o She always m l s  
her jobs done in the next I 0  minutes. That mflu 
hacksmeon: 

~ a c k  sb off i s  usually used in the passive 
or as an adjective. 
Q v + nlpron + adv + v+ adv + n 

,hack sth 'off: ,hack 8th 'OH sth tocut sth 
slh w ~ t h  mugh heavy blows: They hhackedofl the 
dwd brunches. o He hacked the @pad off the 
door o She was alwuys thi-miminl: lo hack her 
lowly longhairon with the kitchen X ~ T S .  

W chop ath off,chop sth OW sth 
Q v* a& n 4 v + nlpron + adu + v + nlpmn + prep 

,hack sth 'up to cut sth very roughly into large 
p~eces HehQckd up the meat with a large knife. 
TW chop rth up 
Q v + a d v + n  4 v+nlpmn+& 

ham /heem/ (-mm) 

,ham H 'up (Wiorna~O to act in a delibmtely arti- 
ficial or exaggerated way: The Qctors were m l f y  
hamming it up. 
+v*it+adv 

hammer /%=mar)/ 

,hammer a'way at sth to work hardinorderto 
finish or  ach~eve sth: to repeat sth again and 
again: Hekept hnmrnerIrngawat thesumpoint 
all through the Mlw. + v + adv + prep 

,hammer slh 'In; ,hammer sth 'Into sb to 
forcesb to learn sth by repeating it many times: 
1'11 manage fo hammer the point in sontehow O 
Thy haue hadEnglish gmmmnr harmmered rnio 
them 
Qv+nlp-m+aUv + v+adv+n v+n@mn+pmp 

,hammer $th 'out 1 todiscuss a plan, a deal, etc. 
for a long tune and with great effort, until 9th i s  
dwided oragreed on: It taok umk mhammerorat 
on a g m m n t .  E d  doel, agreement, polley 2 to  
pt-duce a sound, play a tune, etc. especially on a 
piano. loudly and not very well: She hamme& 
out ' H a p ~  Rirlhday'on thepiam 
@v+adv+n  + v+n!pmn+adv 

hand / h n d /  

KUUNU 

,hand sb 'back to sbmth used by a television 
or  radio reporter at the end of a report fmm a 
particular pIace ta show that themaia presenter 
will continue: Now I ' I f  handyou back to Trevor 
in thestudio. 

v + nlpion +a& + prep 
,hand sth 'back (to sb) I to give sth back to the 

person, country, etc, who used to have it or who 
owns it legally: The territory wap handad back to 
Egypt. o We wi1I not prms charges if the stolen 
money is handad back. money, control 2 to 
give 9th back to the personwho gave it to you: She 
l ~ k e d  quickly at my passwrt and then hm6W Sf 
h k .  EEi p a s s ~ r t ,  letter, glass In mfor- 

hail ma1 spoken language hand sb back sth and, less 
often, hand sb 8th back are also uswl I b n d e d  

'hailfrom ... C f o m ~ ( n o t l l s e d i n t ~ h e p ~ t v e  her$ackherpn.oIhanddherkpenkk. 
tenses) to come h m  or to live in a particular ETE) glve sth back (to sb); return azh (to ab) 
place: Whichpartof r m m d b h e h a ~ l f r o m ?  6 v+nIpron+a& v+adv+n 

&V*PWP ,hand 5th 'down 1 ( a h  ,hand sfh 'an) (to sb) to 
give or leave sth to a younger person: All my 
c l o r h  were ho&&down to me by by bmthez 0 
These skilk haue been handed down from 



gantmthn to generation o He's got no one lo c 'hand-n [C] IIT] the act of moving power or 
hand tkfumily house on lo. EQi tradlon, eus- responsibility from one person or group to 
tom, skill8 IEB pass sth dorm (to sb) W In another: the period duringwhich this happens 
this meaning hand sth down isusuaIly used in  HANDOVER OVER at HnNn SWSTH OVER (TO 
the passl~e. 2 ( e ~ p e ~ ~ l l l y  AmE) /of a court of law s B ~ .  HAND YOURSELF OVER (Tn RAI 
or other o!Xcial body) to announce an official 
dwision: The judge handed down a sentenre @ 
six years. EEi decfslon, sentence, verdlct 
~ v + n / p r m + a d v  r v+adu+n 
b 'hand-me-down n [usually PI.] (#specfolly 
AmE) clothmr that ia no longer wanted and is 
given to sb else, especially a youngwbmther or 
slster: I used to hate w r i n g  my brother's hand- 
me-downs. 

,hand sth 'in (ta sb) 1 to give a piece of work to 
sb, such as a teacher, so that they mn correct, 
read or deal with it; to give sth to sb in authority 
-use ~t belong to them or is lost: Make sum 
you hand inyourhomewrkon time. o Handyour 
mom keys in by 10 am BE essay, homework 

give sth In (to sbj2 to tell sb Mcially that 
you intend to Ieave your job: I'vaju! haadd in 
my notice, only your notlee, your resign, 
tlon EZ9 glm sth In (to 5b); reslgn 
Qv+adv+n v+rdpmn+adv 

,hand sth 'on (to sb) 1 to send or give sth to 
another petson after you have Rnished with it: 
Hand on themgazme t o y o u r m d .  o The last 
has h?Pn h a d  on f0 TIW. 2 =HAND STH DOWN 1 
I E D  p a s s s t h m ( t o s b )  
+v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,hand s t h  'out (fa sbj l to give sth to each person 
111 a gmup: She handed dexlbwks out to the new 
studen&. leaflets, money EEg glne rm 
out; pass 5th out (to sb) 2 to give advice, criti- 
cism, a pun~shment, etc. to sb  The mrvls are 
handingout tough sentences lo fwuent  o~en&rs. 

Infonnutlon, punlshrnmt, s e n t e m  
IEEj dlsh sth out (to sb)(;nformal) 
Qv+nlpron+adv * v+adv+n 
F 'handout n 1 something that is given free to 
people, especially fwd, money or clothes 2 a 
document giv~ne information about sth, e s p  
clally one that is given to a group or a class by a 
teacher, speaker, etc. 

,hand 'wer ta s b  ,hand sb 'over to sb(mp 
crolly RrE) to give sb else a turn to speak when 
you have finishd talking: I'd like to hand owr 
now to o w  guest s w k e ~  o I'lI h n d  you ouer to 
&d for a chat. 

v +  adv + prep v + nlpmn +adv + prep 
,hand 'wer to sb; ,hand nth 'over to sb to 

givesb else your position of mwer or authority; 
to give sb else the responsibility for dealing with 
a particular situatlon: Iam resigrringond hand- 
ing ouer ta my depuw o My father has hafaded 
overthe b u s i m  to me. 
Qv+edv+prep + v+adv+n+prep 

v + n l p  +adv + prep 

. . -  .- - --, 
,hand sbtsth 'over (to a), ,hand youmew 

'met (to sbl to give sW* officiaLly to sb else, 
especiallysb inauthority: They handed himouer 
to the police. o Heforced me to hand over the keys 
to the we. 
E D  delhm sb/& avertup (to rb), d d W  
yourself m r l u p  (to sb)(murefom~ 
ev+n,'pron*adv * v*adv+n 
F 'handorern [CI [Ul the actof g l v i n g a m n  or 
a thinf: to sb in authoriw 
+ S ~ ~ ~ I S O H A N D O Y E R  at HAMD OVER M SB, HAND 
STH OVER TO SB 

,hand sth hund ( w i a l l y  Brm (AmE w w l l y  
,hand 8th a'mund) to offerorpasg sth (espxially 
food and drink) to each person In a group of 
people or in a room: &uld you hand round the 
mndwiches, p h ?  

v+adv+n * v+nlpmn*adv 

hang / h n l  (hung, hung t h q l )  

- a h t  
-abouttogether 
- a W t  with 
- arwnd - arwnd together 
-around with 

139 -back 
-an 
-onto, on to 

- wt 
- OYBr 

-rwntl - round togeVler 
-round wlth 
-together - UP 

140 -with 

,hang a'but (Brm 1 (WrmaO =HANG ON 3 2 = 
HANGAROUND 

,hang a'bout, ,hang a'bout rth ( B E )  = HANG 

AROUND. HANG AR0l:IUTI STH . .  . 

,hang a'bout with sb; ,hang a'bout 
togeiher ( B r a  =HANG AROUND WITH SB, HANG 
AROUND TOGETHER 

,hang a'mund (&E a h  ,'hang a'bouLPlound) 
(informa0 'I to wait: SDrry to keep you hmging 
aroundfor so low. o I won't hangarboutfiryou f 
you're lute. E 9  walt around (for sbhth) 2 to 
delay doing sth; to ke slow to do sth:Huveyoupw 
ished otreudy? You don't hang about doyou? 
Au+*rh,  " . "". 

,hang a'round; ,hang a'round 8th (BrEalso 
,hang aWutrmund, ,hang a'bouV"rnund am) 
(mnformn0 to spend t m e  somewhere, without 
doing very much: Wespent moss oJ the &y hng-  
iw about doing nothing. o Children hang 
amwid the s i r e e ~ ~  h u s e  there's nowhere for 
them to p b .  o Why are they alwys hangrng 
round our how?  
Qv+adv * v+prep 

, hang  a'round wlth s b  ,hang a'round 
together (BrE o h  ,hang a'bouu'mund 4th 
ah. ,hang a'boutrround together) (inform0 to 
spend a lot of time with sb or with a group of 
people. Bob hangs around with Tim. o Bob and 
nrn hang omund together: o I don't like the kind 
ofpwpkshe hangsubout with. 

go amund wlth sb, go around togother 
Qv+adv+prep 4 v+adv+adv 

,hang 'back 1 to not move forwards bemuse you 
are nervous or afraid: Shehung h.ck m i d  logo 
nearthedog. 2 t o  stay behind in aplacesuchasa 
school or an office after most of the other people 
have left: Myfriends rwhed out, but I hung bclck 
lo fo lk  to lhetwcher 3 to be unwillingto dosth; to 
hesitate: Thss is a g m t  opportunity We can't 
alford to Rang buck. 
Qv+adv 

,hang 'on to hold sbisth firmly: Hang on light 
and you luon'tfall ofl o The how suddenly ml- 
lop& o r  and I t r k i  lo hang on as h t  as I muld. 
+SteabHANG ONTO STHISB, HANC ON TO STHAB 
2 (BrE, spoken, in forno used to ask sb to wait 
for a short time: Hang on a mmute - I'm nearly 
ready. o The line's e w & .  Would you like lo 
hang on? 3 (BrE also .hang a'hut) (spken, 
rnformi') used to tell sb to stop what they are 
do~ng or saying, because you have just realized 
sth, or because you do not understand sth: Hang 
on! I've had an him. o Ha* on! How much drd 
you say it was? o Hang on! That'snoE what Isaid! 
4 to ccmtinue do~ng sth wen when the situatlon 
IS difficult: HOW much bnger con their troops 
hang on in thntpusitlon?S to wait for 5th to hap 
pen: I&nn answersoon-don't keepmehang- 
ing on. 
ES)  held on 
Q v+adv 

hang (on) 'In there (irhfibrmnt) to continue 
trying to do sth, even though it is very difficult: 
Hangon in there! T h e m n u  willsoon Mover 

'hang on s t h  to depend on sth: My whlef~ture  
hung on hisdecision. 
E Z  declslon depend on sth 
@ v + prep 

'hang sth on sb (Mrmal ,  especially Ana.57 to 
blame sb for sth, often unfairly: You mn't hang 
the damge  W your computer on me - I Wasn't 
euen there! + v+ nlpron + prep 

,hang 'onto s t h l s b  ,hang 'on to sthmb to 
hold sthlsb tightly: Hang o m m y  hand whID w 
cross the road. 
EZi hold on, hold & rlhlsb, hold on to sWrb 
+ $eeakOHAMG ON + v+adv + v+prep + v+adv+prep 

,hang 'onto sb~sth; ,hang 'on to s b i s t h  
(1qforma0 to kwp sWsth: to not sell, give away or 

fora big trmserifyou want. o Ihopshemnagm 
50 hang on lo her job, o The company tvm lo be 
impabkof h n n g f n g o n 0 i k s s M o  He'sogreal 
guy-youshou[dhangontohim! 
EE) hold onto sblsth, hdd an to sb/m 
+v+prep * v+adv+prep 

,hang 'out (informan 1 [tadvlpmp] to spend a lot 
of tme In a plaw or with a person or a group of 
peopIe. Where tkw h@ hang out them @s?o She 
wed to hung out with the h t k s  esn the sixties. 2 
to spend tune relaxmg, doing v g y  little: We've 
tust been hangingoutand Lktenlng to music. 
+v+adv 
t 'hang-out n (Inforrrml) a place where you live 
nr oniny spending time wlth friends: apopular -- ---. 
hang-out fnrteetmge~s 

,hang 9 t h  'out to attach things that you have 
washed to a piece of string or rope outside so 
that they candry: to put sthsuchasaflag,etc.out 
of  a wlndow or in a street by attaching it to a 
prece of string or rope: Hewyou hungihe m h -  
ing out? o Muny h o w  hung out a banner sup 
porting the mmnrch. 
EZZi walhlng, elothea, flags, benner 
+ S ~ ~ ~ ~ S O H A N C  UP, HANG STH UP 1 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,hang 'over sblsth if a problem, a t h a t  or sth 
sad hangs over you, you think about it or worry 
about it a lot. A question mark hangs over the 
future of the club (= no one knows what ts going 
to happen). o The threat of dismlssaI hung over 
our heads. 
IsusJl quesffon mark, thmal EEl head, futum 
Q v+prev 

hana 'round (BrE* i n f o m l )  =HANG AROUND . * 

,hang 'round: ,hang 'round sth (BrE, irtfor- 
7nd)  =HA.lG AROUND,HANG AROUWD STH 

,hang 'round wlth sb:  ,hang Wound 
together (BrE, in$ormtJ =HANG AROUND WITH 

SR. HANC AROUND TOGF,TIIER 

,hang to'gether to be well organired and fit 
together well: to have parts that aU agree wlth 
each other: Tlne ixwk doesn'tmlly hang togelk  
o Thw m u n t  of what happened doesn't hnng 
mgether 
Qv+adv  

,hang 'up:,hang 8th 'up I toat tachsthhmthe 
top to a hwk ,  a piece of string, etc, so +that the 
lower part is five or loose; to be attached In this 
way: My dress Is hanging u p  in the wardrobe, o 
Shall I hawflw coat up?o He loot off  his suit 
and hung it up ~ u 2 I y .  BEi coot clothw +see 
a h  HANG STH OUT 2 (on sb) to end a telephone 
conversation, often very sudde* by putting 
down the part of the telephone that you speak 
into (the receiver) or switching the telephone 
ofi. She hung up on me. o Don't hang u p  I'd like 
+- to Dad too. o I was so uaset I huna uu the w -.,I - - 

lose sth: Hong on to the r m i ~ t  in m y a u w a n *  lo phone. phone,  -hr~r 3 ;o finish using sth 
change the d m r e S S  o YOU mn hnng on to h k  



for the last time: to  give up a uarticular a c t ~ t x  hash Ihall . - -*. 
pmfession, etc: @r tz&@ &urs p l q y i n g ~ i -  

,hash stb 'out MmE, Wonnak) to discuss 8th in bnll, k'sfiM'9hwingw Irismk - detafl for a long time in order to m c h  an agree *"+a& + v+adv+n + v+rdpmn+adu 
ment: Theyaresiill hashing out lhe&iuikof the 

get ,hung 'up (Am to  be delayed: lgot  hung UP c o n m f .  
10 traflc. o Sorry 1 'm Lw - 1 got hung UP at Iha thresh ^ff^^ 
VJJXC. 

eget+v+FIdv 
@v+adv*n v+nlpron+adv 

'hang with sb(AmE,skmg)tospendalotd time hatch ~ J I  
with sb:Awyoustillhanging withthomguys? 

,hatch ,od (BrE) when a bird, an insect etc. 0 V + P W  hatches out, it comes out of the e u ,  when an 

'hanker Irfberhr a h  to want sthvery much:He 
hankered after big city life. 
)SYH) long for slm 
9 V + P W P  

,happen e'fongrby ( i n f m d j  to arHve or  
appear unexpectedly: A pIice w r  h a p w  
nlongjusi at that rnornenl. 
Qv+adv 

'happen ampon s h t h  (o&Imhbn& t o k d  
or meet sWstb by chance: I fmppened umn the 
book I m l e d  in a second-hand hokshop. 
,sr*, erne acrosa sblsth 
e v + Prep 

e R  hatches out  it breaks open and a bird, an 
Insect, etc. comes out: Thechi& hutch oulufler 
meen days. o Have the eggs hntFhod out yet? o 
When wrll fhemterpiilarshalch out? 
=Hatch is used instead of hatch out in 
American English. It can also k e  used in Britkh 
Engllsh. 
Qv+adv 

haul I~TJ 
,haul sb be'fore s M h  ( a h  ,but sb 'up 

befom sbhM) ( in f i rm0  to make sb appear in a 
court of law in  order to lx judged: Thg  rn 
hauled hfore the courts. o They hnuM her up in 
front of senior o m s .  
,sr*, brfng sb before sblsth Imre formal) 

In front  af sblsth can be used instead of 
before: They hatiled hm up iinfmntofseniorofi- 
cem Haul sb (up1 beforelin front o f  sWsth is 
often used In the passive. 

'hark at sb (spoken, humurnus) used only in the ,,,I, HAUL sn UP 
form hark at sb, to show that you think what sb +,+ntpron + prep 
has just said is stupid, or  shows too muchprlde: 

lo lose -ht,. 'Hnrk her! so ,haul 5b 'offtto -1.. .)(fWormal)to take sbsome 

thin Jmn hardly see her!' where by force: They h u I d  him fl tojail. 
A I,+ nmn ZE3 drag sb off (to sthl ... ) 
Y . Fmut' v +  nlpkn + adv + v +a& + n (mre) 

,hark 'back to sth I 10 taut a b u t  or  r e m e m b  
sth that hapwed in the past or was mentioned ,haul sb 'up ( idormr) make sb a p m  in a 

You m y  t p  harking the paF1, 
court of law In order to Wudged: Hewas h u k d  
up on a chamof d n m g m o w d r l v i ~ ,  B E  the pasth youth Dm3 In this meaning hark - Haul sb up is offen used in the pa ssfve. hack to  s t h  is often used in the progmss~ve 

tenses. 2(BrE) toremind youof or to be like sth ' S P e a a L S O H A U L  SB B B P O R E S R I S T ~  

m the past The melody harks back to one of hw @ v+REpm"+a* v+aChr+n(mm) 
earlier symphonies El74 In this meaning hark 
back t o s t h  isnot used rn theprogressive tenses. 
ev+adv+prep 

,harp 'on (about sthh 'harp an sth (hfbrmal) to 
keep talking about sth in a way that other people 
findannoy ing: He'sstifl harpingon about having 
hi7 bike s t o h .  o He's always hrpiqq on the 
Samthmne. 
m @oon(aboutm) 
Qv+a&*v+,mp 

have Ihav, av, hfwJ (has, M n g ,  had, had) 

,have sth a'galnsl sbtsth ( o h  h m  ,got m 
a'galnst sblsth). (not used in  the progmsive 
temes) to dislike sWsth for a parti- reason: 
I've got nothing against harfmily m m m l l y  
- it's lust that them are so many of them! o 1 
don't know what she hadagainsf me, 
E L  nothlng, anything, sornethlna 

Have sth against  sblsth is not uwdin  the 
passive. 
Q v + p r o n + m  

,ham sb a'rwnd (especinlfy Arid) = HAVE ss 
OVER 

,have i l  a'way (wlth ab) {BrE, slung) = VAVB IT 
OFF (WITH SB) 

,have sb 'back ( e s p ~ c h l t y  BrE) 1 to allow a hus- 
band, wife or artner that you are wparated 
from to  return: He Rrrd his wife bnck lime and 
timeagain. FEZ) @a ab b.ek 2 to invite sb to 
your house afier you have been somewhere with 
them: m r  thecinema uh?hadewryMy hckrfor 
wffee. .,svl, ask ssb back; lnvltm sb beck (mom 
form0 

Have sb hack is not used in the passive. 
@ v + nlpmn + adv 

,have sth 'back to  receive 6th that has been bor- 
rowed or taken h m  you: Cun I haw the h k  
buck by Thursday? 

Have 8th back isnotused in the passive. 
Qv+nlpmn+a& + v+adv+n(mre) 

l o m o m w ? ~  m l n g ,  wnmthhg, a kt 
Have nth on is not us& ~n the passive. 

@ v+nlpmn+adv 
1 also v+ adv + n (hfmquenf) 

,have sth 'on nbisth ( a h  b ,got rth 'on 
sblsth) ( i m r m a o  (not u d  in the p v i w  
tenses) to know sth bad about someone that cen 
be used agalnst them: Thepolice had nothrw on 
hrm (= no evidence that he had committed a 
crime). 
EQ aomethlng, notklna 
m H m  sth on sb(sth i s  not used in the 
passive. 
@ v + nbmn + prep 

,have sth 'out 1 to have a tooth or an organ of 
yourbodymoved:Ihnd to haueaioothout. EEi 
tooth, appendix, tonslls2 (wlth sb) to talk to sb 
openly to try tosettle a disputeor disagreement: 
Shefinally decided to h u e  it out with him. El 

,have sb 'down as sth (wmiall~ Bm to think Aeve s* isnot used in the passive, 
that sb is a particular type of person, especially 
when in fact they are not: I didn't haw you QV+nlm*a* 

down as IhejmIous Wm. ,haw sb 'over (also ,hWp sb a'mund especblly 

~m sb do- sth is not used in  the AmE) (RrEa2.w ,haw sb 'twnd) to ~nvite sb to 
come to your house: They had somefrtendp ouer 

- - . . 
,have sb 'In ( a h  haw ,get sb 'In) to have sb 

doing some work in your home or  office: TW'ue 
got the b u i k  in  all m k .  o We And the insmt- 
o n  in on M p  
W Have sb in is not used in the passive 
Qv+nlpson+adv 

,haw sth 'In ( a h  have .got & "In) (nor u.wd in 
Ihepmgressiw lenses) to have a supply of sth in 
your home, etc: Do we hnveenowhfd  infor #he 
hnliday? o Iwanted togel a newswimsuit, but the 
storedidn't haveany inyet. 

Havesth In ~snotusedlnthep~ssive. 
Q u + nlpmn + adv 

have It 'off ( a h  ,have It a'way (Wfth 8b)) W E ,  
slang) to have sex with sb 
@v+ll+adv 

,have sb 'om (hformao (usually cmd in the pro- 
nmiw &m) to joke withsb by pretendingsth 
18 true when it is not: 'We've won a new car!' 
'You're hauimame on!' 

v + dpron +idv 
,have sth 'on ( a h  haw ,got sth 'on) l (m wed 
m fheprogrmiw~~~tobewearingsth:  She's 
got her k l  dress on. o He had nothing (= no 
clothes) on! o He had on a bkre and  white^ 
shirt andjeans. E E i  clothes, #at, hat, ate I33 
be wearing rth 2 to have a piece of electrical 
~quipment  switched on: Ididn'l heoryou come in 
&we 1 had the radio on. @El televldon, tadlo 
3 to have something planned or  arranged: I've 
hmi a lot on recznlly. 0 What do you huw on Cfor) 

lasf night. o We're having people round for din- 
ner 6onlghf. 
m Have sb w e r l a r o u n ~ d  Is not used in 
the passive. 
Qu+rllpmn+& 

,have sb 'up (for sth) (BrE. irbformolt) toaccuse sb 
of sth and bring them to a court of law to be 
examined by a judge: He rn had upfor dnnger- 
ous driviw. 

Have sb up I s  usually u& In thepassive. 
& v + nlpmn +adv 

hawk {ha:k/ 

,hawk sth a'Walroun&mumd; ,hawk 
sth a'boutla'roundl'round sth (RrE) to try 
to sell things by golng h m  place to place asking 
pmpleto buy them: Pimtempi~sof their CDwere 
k i n g  hawked amund. o Thqr hawked their 
news&ter aromdstlldent bass. 
Qv+nlpmn+& + v+a&+n(lesP-wt) * 

v + nlpron + prep 

head meal 
'head f o r m r d s  sth ( a h  bm 'head.d * l  

towwds s4h tkpciaIIy A m  ( o m  used in  the 
propcsiue  t e r n )  1 to be going in a prticular 
d~rectlon or to a parEicular place: It's ttmef wus 
heading for home. oJane hmded for the door 
E 3  make fw sblrth 2 to be likely to experience 
sth, especially sth bad: They'm W i n g  Jor 
trouble. o The cuunfly is headdfor an m m m i c  
d m t m  E E l ~ b l e +  d h t ,  disaster. vlctory, 
aCll 
+v+prep ba+v+prep 



,head 'offto leave a place to go mmewhemeIse or hearlhra(r~;~dw (head, heard /hsa 
do sth else: It's tune m m o f l  togetthe hebrain. AmE twnd/) 
Qv+adv 

,head Sb 'offtoget in f'rontof sbhorder  tomake 
them turn back or go in a different direction: 
filim tried lo head off the dmnonslmlom Wore  
theygot tothecity hail. 
Isv*1 Intercept sb (mure f o m d j  

v+adv+n 4 v+nlpmn+adv 

,head sb/sth 'off to prevent sth: to stopsb from 
dorng sth. Their attempts lo tread of f  crltklsm 
hauefoiIed 
@ v+adv+n v+nlpmn+& 

'head towards sth (also be 'headed towrds 
sth @ S p e ~ i d y h # E )  =HEAD F Q R m W A R D S  STH, BE 
HEADED FOF~TOWARDS STH 

,head 'up sth: ,head Wthem 'up to be in 
charge of sth such as a department, a company, 
an organization, etc: She heads w ourfinam 
division. 

operablon, company 
A noun must always follow up, but a pra 

noun comes between the verb and up. r This 
phrasal verb is also used In the passive: The new 
company wrll kheaded upby GmhornHan 

Head sth is also used with the same mean- 
ing She heads our.finanmdiufston. 
Qv+adv+n + v+pron+adv 

heal hi:u 

,heal 'uprover if a cut, a wound, etc. heals 
uplwer, it closes and bemmes healthy again: 
Herkk-mka long timetohm1 rap. o Thecut hap 
hwledouernotu 
W Heal isoften used with the same meanlng. 
6 v+adv 

heap hipi 

'hear a b u t  sb/sth to be told new3 or infurma- 
tion about sb/sth: I'm so sorry ta hear about your 
mother(= forexample, that she is a). o Hawyou 
hwmloboutyourjobyet (= if you have got it or 
not)? 
Q v+vmp 

"ear from sb; 'hear sth from sb 1 toreceive 
news or information from sb, usually by letteror 
telephone: Da you ever h w r  from any of your 
s c b !  friends? o (rrmrrmtIm) I lmk formrd  to hear- 
ing from you. o I haven't heard mything fm 
Kafe forages. 2 to formally get sb'sopinionabout 
sthor their description of sth that has happened, 
such as a n  accident, etc: Can zue hearfrom soma 
of the women in theaudkm?~ The police would 
like lo heorfrom anyone who witnessed the mi- 
dent. o I'd like lo hear somelhingJrom somebody 
who's had experlenm oJ studying abrmd. 
Q v +  prep * v+ nlpron + prep 

'heard sbkth to knowabout sblsth M u s e  you 
have been told about themlit: I'w haard of #he 
Alexander iechnique, but I don't know mything 
abaur it, o I'ue never heard of him 

Hear of sb is often used in the present per- 
fect tense with h m .  
+ see also UNHEARD-OF at HEAR OF SB~STH, HEAR 
STII OF SI3lSTH 

@ v +  prep 
'hear of sbrsth; 'hear sth of sbtsth to have 

news of sblsth: I lurrs sorry to hear of your mi- 
dent. o He was hsf hwrd of in UwrpooL o 
You'rPgoingcrbroad7This ~stlrcrfimt I've hwtvi 
of it? o Fmm what I've heard of Andy, he's 
bemme v e p  succe.c.fu1, o ImW we'll hear more 
of this band in thefufullrre 

Hear of sb 1s orten used inthe passlve. 
+ ~ # a k 0  NOT HEAR OF STH, NOT HEAR OF SB 

"eap A on & 'heap 8 with A ( a h  'heap A ,,,,, ,,, 
upon BmorelbrrnQO 1 toputalotof sthina pile +v+wep. ~ + " t p s o n + ~ ~  
on sth: She hmpedfcd on my ~hle.0 T h f o d  , unhhurd .o fd j tha t  has never been known or 
was Am@ on the plate. 0 T h  chairs done; surprising: ~t 3 utmost u n h m d ~ f f i r  i t  to 
hoped wrlh cushions. 3 to offer or glve sb a lot of ,in them in jlllu 
sth, especially praise or criticism: They hen& 

of sth; not sb doing h'sprOmmz. oPratsewashaaped On tonot allowsomethingornotallowsb to do sth: I 
the p~lice for their handling of -. 4ffd to go but wouIrInZ hwr it, TheV 
praise, scorn - These pM are offen used in the wuMn'l hear of w p o s t m n i w  the trip 
- - - . . - + ~tt0.b UFIHRARD-OF at HEAR OF SB~STH. HEAR 
pdnatve. 

STH OF SBlSTH Q v + dpmn + prep 
9 V + P ~ ~ P  

,heap sth 'UP to put sth into a pile: A hyge  PI^ qf ,hear sb awt to listen until sb has h i s h d  say- 
washing was heawd up in a c o r n  
BE) plle sth up ing what they want to say: I kmur you don't 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n beIiew me, butplmsehmrme out! 

& v+nlpron+adu 

heat ,ha/ hemmed in by resbrictiot~~. 
rsmr) fen- sh In 

, h e l  'up @nEj =HOT w Hem sblsth in is often used in the pashre. 
.heal 'up: ,heat sth 'Up to become warm or hot: 6 ,+wpm" + a& . v + adv* n 

to make sth warm or hot: T h e p i w  will erpand 
as they heat up. o We mn hent up the soup in the herd md;=JmEkrd/ 
mirroww. 
E!3 warm up, wsnn sth up 

,herd Wgether; ,herd sblsth to'gether to 

@ v+adv + v+&+n * v+nlpmn+adv move or make sWsth m m  m a particular d m  
tion: They were herded together inio trucks and 

hedge thmt 
,hedge sth a'boutra'roundtmund wlth sth 

{BrE, formal) to surround and limit sth with 
conditions or restrictions: E m p l o y m i  is 
hedj,,w' around with Iegblation murodays. 

Hdge 5th abouUaroundh.Ound with sth 
is usually used in the passive. 
+v+nlpmn+adv+prep 

,hedge swath 'In to surround sWsth with sth; to 
restrlct the freedom of sbto do sth: Thecathedm1 
is hdged in ty other bufMings. o HefiIt hedged 
in hy oli the rulesand regulations, 
IFEl fence ab In: ham sblsth In 
-Hedge sWsth in is often used in the 
passive. 
Qv+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

dr~uenaluqv. 
Herd sbkth together is &en usd in the 

passive. 

g v + a d v  r v+nlpron+adv v+sdv+n 

hide /hard/ (hid /h~d/hiddan /'hrdnl) 

,hide a'way: ,hi& yourn* a'way to go to a 
place serretly because you do not want anyone to 
find you: She ured to hide away in her rwm when 
she got &p&. o She hid hersew army ~ l n l i l  
shefelt bet#,: 
g v t a d v  rv+pron*adv 
b 'hMeaway a a place where ski goes t~ be alone 

,hide sbtsth a'way t a p u t s b k t h i n a ~ p l a c e  
9 0  that no one else can 6nd themlit: You won't 

help /help/ ,hide 'out to go to a secret phce to escape f h m  sb 
who is trying lo find you: He hid oui in the woods, 

,help dh  a'long to try to make 5th happen more 
+ v+ 

quyckly or easily: MY mother a l w s  ws that Q , ahweout a ,,hplaoe whem sbgoeswhen they do 
cup of lea helps t h h g ~  along. o His faihr's ,t to be found 
namehel@aIong hrsmreerm Ihewrlydays. 

,help sb 'offl'on wfth sth to help sb to take ofF 
or put ona piece of clothing, such asa a t :  Con I 
help you ofl with your m i ?  o She he[@ him on 
with hk dressrraggomn. 
Q v + nlpron + adv * prep 

,help 'out {with sth). ,help sb ' od  (wlth .th) to 
help sb in order to make things easier for them, 
for example hy doing same of their work or by 
giving them money: Thankyoufor Aalping out. o 

,hike sth 'up I (Informaf)to lift or pull up a piex  
of clothing that you are wearing: He hiked up his 
trouxrsonduxldedinlothewa~ hkhath 
up 2 to increase a price or rate suddenlyand by a 
large amount They h i k d  UP the p r m  hv 40%. 
FEB jack sth up   in for ma^, put sth up 
Hike sth is used less orten with thrs meaning. 
+v+adv+n rv+pmn+adv* v+n+advImrt.) 

Mydndsnrdhe'dhelpmeuut wi thmow.  - ~ e l p  (with. stn) and help sb (with 8th) hingemd31 
can be u s d  wfth the same meaning. 'hlnge on sth (ulso'h1ny upan r(h momfwmaD 
+v+adv + v+nlpron+edv + v+adv+n(mre) if an action, a result, etc, hinges onlupon sth, it 

'help sb to s* 'help yourself to s& to give depends on lt completely or is strongly Mu- 

shtyourseIf some food or drink. a n  I hc[pany. enced by it: m whole c a w r  muld hmni?e on the 

one to more chicken? o Plwse help yourselws lo 
reSUILS these @Xams. * The WmX5 of the Pro- 

salad. fect hrngacon how wellweryone works together 
&v+nlpmn+prep e v + prep 

hem hem! (-mm-\ hint m t i  .. -.  -.-- , .  . 
,hem sbMh 'In to S U - ~  S W S ~ ~  with 8th so 'hint s t f ~  to s w ~ e s t  in an indirect MY that 9th 

tllst they move h i y :  *hick - IS true or likely: In  h i r s m h  the Prime Minister 
b ~ m m e d b ~ m i n o n a l l s i d e r , o T h e s h i p l u a s  h i " " d o f a n ~ r [ y @ ~ t i o n  
hemmed zn by the ice. o (yigumiiw) We felt Hint at sth can b e d  M a e p w i v e :  The 

problem u m  only hintedar 
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,hold ' od  sth to offer a chance, hope or  mssibU- 
ity of sth: He muy m, but I don't hold out 
much hope. o This methud mms to hold out the 
~mutestpromiseof success, 
D t h e  prrrmlsdprospee~p~gIMIIty of..., h v  
E E t l  Hold out s th  rsnever used wlthapronoun. 
@ v + a & + n  

,hold Sth ' od  toholdsthsuch as yourhandor 8th 
in your band, in fmnt of you towardrsb else: She 
heZd her cup ooi for more Mee. o 'You must be 
Kate,' hesaid, holding out hishand. 
EEi hand 
+v+nlpmn+& 4 v+a&+n 

,hold 'out for sth to deliberately delay reaching 
a n a g m m e n t  in  the hope that you will gain sth; 
to refuse to accept anything less than what you 
are asking for: Union I w d e ~ ~ ~ ~ h o l d i n g o u t ~ r a  
bener&oL + v + adv + prep 

,held 'Out On sb (ir#?rmd) to r e h e  to  tell or 
give sb 5th: You p m m M  to giue me the money. 
Slopholdingouton me. 
@ v+ a& + prep 

,hold sth 'over 1 to leave sth to be dealt with 
later: Wadwided to hold the ma&r over until the 
next m i n g  p o s m  m t h  2 ( A m  to 
show a IilmEmovie or play for longer than 
planned because it i s  sa successful: The show is 
h~ngheld over for another month. 
Eiil Hold sth over is off en used in the passive. 
Q v+rJpmn+ath, + v+adv+n 
b 'holdover n (Am a person wha keeps a rn 
ltxon ot power, for examplesb who had a particu- 
lar posltlon in one government and who still bas 
ft In thenext 

,hold sth 'over sbtousesththat  youknowabout 
sb in order to threaten them and to make them do 
what you want: Idon't want logiw him anything 
to hold o w  me. 
@ v*  nlpmn + prep 

%OM h sth if you hold to a n  opinion, a belief, 
etc., you do not change it: Sheolwuys holds to her 
princlpk 
S33 kaeptorth;rtkktosth 
Q v + prep 

'hold sb to sth 1 to make sb keep a promise: T 
promue I'll toke you out to dinner iS we win. ' TII 
hold you to ihotl'2 ( s p m )  to stop your opponent 
in a sports competition winning more points 
than you: Spain h e k l h n m  lo a 1-1 draw. 
Q v+ nlpron + prep 

"old dth to sth to place sth close to 5th else: He 
held o knrefero herthroat. 
Qv+nlpron+prep 

,hold to'gether, ,hold 8th to'gether 1 to 
remain, or to keep sbtsth, united: The clwlitbn 
hes hem together for hnger than expechi. o 
Srrang bonds of &yo.!& hold thefamlly tw&t 
2 if ~deas, arguments, etc. hold together, or  

sth holds them together, they are logical and 
the parts agree with each other His idem don't 
really hoM logether o Words [ike 'however: 
Zher@ore', 'alihough: &. nm hokf your iexl 
W h e r  3 to remain in one piece: to $tay In good 
condition: It's a m i m k  that hiscar is slIa how- 
ing l o g e t k  o Hls trousers wre heid together by 
iwlefypiw. 
+v+adv * v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

,hold 'up 1 to remain health% in good condition 
or  working effectiwly, especially when there are 
dimculties: Sales have held up w I b  in spite qf 
mnomlcd&i2ultiPs, o How didyourrent hold up 
m the storm? 2 d an idea, a n  argument, etc. 
holds up, it remains strong when you analyse ~t 
carefully: Idon 't think h a  argrament m i l y  horn 
up. IEB stand up 
+v+a& 

,hold sblsth 'up 1 to raise sblsth in  the air: She 
held up her hand lo stop him. o He held up his 
trophy us the mud applauded. 2 to support 
sblsth and prevent itkhern from fdallrng: Her trou- 
sen were heid ufr with striw. o The two pillors 
were huMi~g the ceihng up. IF@ keep ath up 3 
to block or  delay the progrcss of sblsth Road- 
mrks on the motorway are holding up tmfic. o 
Shephond lo my she'd bmn held up at the oj,%x. 
o Idon'i tvnM lo hokdgou un 4 to rob a person, a 
bank, a shoplstore, etc, using a gun: Have fhgr 
asught the people who held up the bank? 

Hold sblsth up is d e n  used ln the passive. 
6 v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

4v+adv+n v*pmn+adv + v+n+adv{rare) 
b 'hold-up n I a delay or  sth which causes a 
delay: Whut's the hoId-up? 2 an act of robbing a 
person, a bank, a shoplstore, etc. using a gun 

,hold sbtsth "p as sth to present sWsth as an 
example of sf i .  My mother held up my musin as 
an examplesf a d s t u d e n t .  
Q v + nlpron + adv + prep 4 v * a&+ n + prep 

'hold with sth t o a m  with orapprove of sth:I 
don't hoId with tthese new tlneorieson education. 

Hold with sth 1s only used in  negative sen- 
tences and questions. 
O Y + P ~ ~ P  

hale /haul; A&houl/ 

,hole 'up; be ,holed 'up (idormnf) to hidesome- 
where. The fhieues hied up in an  mpg ware. 
house. o The police couMn'l find out where the 
gang were holed up. 
+v+adv + be+v+adv 

,hollow sth 'out 1 to  make a space inside sth by 
removing part of it: We hollowed out the pump 
kin and put a mndle in i t  oa hollod-out im 

hvnk 2 to form 8th by making a hole in mme- 
thing eke: 17re tuoues haw Iwllowed out caws 
along theclifl 
+v+adv+n + v+pmn+& + v*n+adv(mre) 

home m a u m : ~ ~ ~ e ~ h o u m /  

,home 'In on sblsth 1 to move or be aimed 
straight towards sblsth: She homed in on me as 
soonasshesawme. 2 toturnallyourattentionto 
sth: The laoyerhomad in on the imnsbtencies in 
her stov. 
e) v + adv + prep 

,hook sb 'Into sth; ,hwk sb 'Into doing sth 
( A d ,  injbrml) to  persuade sb to do sth when 
they do not want to: Idldn'i mnt be involved 
but I got hwked intu helpzng, o He trted 50 hook 
me intogoing with them. 
W H w k  sb into sthlinto doing 8th Is n w l y  
always used In the passive. 
Q v + nlpron +prep 

,hook 'up (wsth sb) 1 (ftlfbrma0 to agree to  work 
with sb: We've hmkedup with afirm mIwInnd. 2 
(informal, esmc!aliyAmE) to meet sb and spend 
time with them: On vomtion we h o k e d  up with 
some Texanr. o Let's hook up when you gel bock 
from your trip. 3 (AmE. r r h f O m l )  to start a rela- 
tionship with sb: They hooked up a! mle'sparty. 
*u+& 

,hook 'up: ,hook s h t h  'up (to 8th) to connect 
sbtsth to a piece of electronic equipment or  to a 
powersupply.AIl#hes~mkershook uptoasingle 
amplifier o The h l  ~ v a s  hooked up lo the shore 
power suppl~l o Thqr'w hmked him up lo rr life- 
supporl machine. 
Q v + a d v  + v+adv+o v+fdpron+adv 
b 'hook-up n a connection between two o r  more 
pieces or equipment: on international phone 
hook-up 

,hoover sth 'up (BrEj to remove dust, dirt, etc. 
fiom a carpet or  flmr with a vacuum cleaner (= 
an elwlrical machine that cleans floors and car- 
pets by sucking up dust and dirt): Vigumliw) 
The US und Canado usually hhoouer up ail the 
~oMandsiluer m d ~ l s a t  the Olymps Gemes, 
+v+adv*n v+nlpmn+adv 

horse p w ~ ; ~ t n E h a : ~  

,horse a'round (BrEaLpO ,horse a'bout) (infor- 
mu0 to play In a noisy and careless way that is 
Hkcly to darnage sth or hurt sb: you two don't 
stop horsing around you'll hurlyourselves. 
BYE) mess around (Brm 
+v+adu  

hose LWL; ~ m ~ h w z l  

,hose sth 'down to wash or  clean sth using 
water from a longrubberorplastictube(a hose): 
lhosedfhervrrdown logetridofthemud. 
+w+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

hot fint: A d h a ? /  (-W) 

,hd 'up (BrEj@mE,hmmt 'up informa0 to become 
more lively o r  exciting: Things are holting up as 
the election nppt.wches. o As the poce hot& up, 
hedropped h c k  inm third place. 
6 v+adv 

hound f iamdl  

,hound sb 'out; ,hound sb 'out of a 
'hound sbfrorn sth tororcesb to l emap lace  
or  theirjob: Theywluerehoundadoutofthelown. 0 
She was hounded fromgolitics by her ttvak. 

Hound sb out i s  usually used In the pas- 
SlYC. 
@ v+nlpmn+adv + v+adu+n(mm) 

v + n l p m n + a d v + m  * v+nlpmn*pr%p 

huddle f h a i ~  

,huddle to'mther to move, stand or s i t  dm to 
one another for warmth or gmtection: We h d -  
dIed together for warmth. 
@v+adv 

,huddk 'up (aguinsuto S W M )  to press -If 
into a small $paw for warmth or  protection: She 
huddled up a~ainst  him lo keep warm. 
@ v+adv 

'hunger after- sth ( l i w m v )  to to a strong 
des~rc for sth and try to get it: She huragm &r 
wealth andpresl&e. 
ev+prep  

hunker phnqka(r)/ 

,hunker ' d m  (esminlly AmE) 1 to sit on your 
heels with your knees bent up in front of you: We 
hunkered down around thefire. TEE3 squat 2 to 
refuse to change a n  opinion, a way of behaving, 
etc: The Democwts haw hunkered down and 
won't b moved 3 30 start to work at sth or  study 
very hard: It's trrne you hunkered down and 
slartdstudying. 
& v + a &  

hunt m t l  

,hunt sb 'down to search for sb until you find or 
catch them: He uomd to hunt down the k i l h  
&v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 
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,hunt sih 'downrout t o h d  sth d e r  a longand 
dfficult search: ImnMged to hunt out t h s e f i ~  
you m t e d .  c Cun you hunt domn his phone 
numhrfor me? 
IE@ dlg sth out; mot sWsth out 
e v + a d u + n  + v+pmn+adv + v + n + a d u ( m )  

,hunt ~bisth 'UP to search for sWsth, especially 
shisth that Is hidden or difficult to find: We 
hrulted upawna who might hnwkmwn him. 
Qv+adv*n v+pmn+a& * v+n+adv(mre) 

,hurry sbtsth a'long todoor say sth tomake sb 
move or work faster, to do sth to make stb hap 
pen faster: Hurry the kids oQng or mue'l! miss the 
train. o We should t q  to hurry fh-s along a 
brt. + v+ nlpmn + adv 

,hurry 'On (to sth) to mntinue speaking, without 
allowing anyone to interrupt w speak: She bur- 
ned on to the next topic Wore I could object. o 
'Jua h v e  that lo m;she hurried on. 
6 v+adv + v+adv+speech 

,hurry 'up {spoken) used to tell sb ta move or do 
sth more quickly: Hurry up, we h u e  to leave in 
five minutes! 0 I wish the buswould hurry up and 
come. o l wish the waiter wouM huny up with 
O W M U p .  
Q v+adv 

,hurry sbMh 'up to encourage sb to move or 
work faster; to do 8th to make sth happen faster: 
Hurryyour bmtherup arrw1Il$e Iate. o Hurry it 
t tp - w Arrw't got all d ~ l  o Is there a m y  of 
hurrging fhlws up? 
+v+nlpmn+adv v + a d v + n ( m )  

,hush bth 'up to hide information about a situ- 
ation, especially 8th bad or shocking, because 
youdonotwantpeopletokn~wabout it: the go^ 
ernment tried to hush the flair up. 
IDS33 Hush 6th up is often used in the passive: 
Tlrescandal mx hush9 up. 
Q)v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

,hype s h t h  'up (infomaI) ta advertise or talk 
ahout sblsth in an exaggerated way in order to 
get alotof publicattent~onfor ~ t :  H~shiestmovie 
I S  being hypedupbythemedm. 

Hype sWsth up isoften wed in thepassive. 
Hype sblsth 1s also used with the same mean- 

ing. 
Qu+rdpron+adu v+adv+n 
b ,hyped 'up adj (inf~nnaI) 1 (of a person) very 
excited or worried about 6th Shegels uery hyped 
up before a m. 2 (of a M o v i e ,  a book an 
event, etc.)advertised or talked about in an exag- 
geratd way to get public attention: a hypedup 
mvi.9 

Ice /am{ 
,b 'mrrup: be ,led "Pup to become 

covered by a layer of ice: The rwn' hnd iced over 
during thenight. o The windscreen hn$Wrrp o 
The lake was M u p .  
Em ~ m 0 r , ~ u p  
Qv+adv + be+v*abu 

F'dentify wlth sb/sth to feel that you can under- 
stand and sham the feelings of sb else: He's a 
chamcler thot waders fee1 they can identify with. 
@ v + m  

I'dentWy sb w4th sbisth to consider sbtobe sth 
or to bc closely connected with sbkth: The h t  
Ihingshewantedwastobtide?li@?d withherpar- 
mts. o Muny of these artists were cfosery idens 
fied with Cubfsttpninting 
EEl Identify sb wlth sWsth IS used in the 
passive 
Qv+dpmn+prep 

i'dentlfy sth wlth sth to consider 5th to be the 
same as sth else: Beau& k o m  kknw with 
youth, 
ev+nlpm+m 

I'dentlfy yourself wlth s M h ;  be 
I'dentlffed with aMth to support sWsth; ta 
be closely connected with sblsf i  He refwed tu 
rdenlifi himself wrth IhenewpoliiicaIpar~ 
4 ~ U ~ ~ D A N T ~ V Y  SR WITH SBISTH 

,Idle sth S'way to spend time doing nothing very 
important: They iolM awuy Ihsir time watching 
television. 
FEEi day, Urne 
@v+adv+n s v+ntpfon*a& 

Im'bue sbhth wlth sth to AU sWsth with a 
strong feeling, qualkt): etc: He m a W  to imbue 
his employees wlth lmm spirit o Thepainting b 
Imbued wlEh ewrgjrand I@. 

InfusaBwithA 
~ I m b u e s W s t h w I t h 6 t h i ~ o f t e n u ~ e d t h e  
pnssrve 
@ v+nlpmn*prep 

Immerse I ~ ~ x ; ~ I ' ~ w : ~ s I  

Im'rnerse smurself in nth to -e, or to 
mnke sb become, completely involved in 9th: He 
immersed h i m v  in his shrdles, o 1 was cum- 
plrfr!y ~rmmersed in thestoyy. 

m l m r n e n e  sb in 8th is oAen wed in the 
passive. + v + niprwr + prep 

impact I ~ ' P & I  
Irn'pact on sbMh (also Irn'paot upon sb/sth 

more formal). to have an effect on sblsth: Govern- 
ment cuss will innpact directfy on etitrmtim, o 
Thrs dectsdon m y  ~mpacton theunemployed. 
B!E) affect sblsth 
e' U + P ~ ~ P  

impinge lrmpmdsl 

Im'plnge on sb/sth(also Im'plnge upon sb/afh 
moreformi) to have a strong effect on sblsth, 
especially a bad one: She rlidn'l ailow her per- 
sonal p r o m  0 mpinge on he? w r k .  
E% affect ab/- 
e '+Prep 

impose lmapwn; ~ r m E r m ' ~ l  

Im'pow on sb to expect sb to da 8th for you or 
spcnd time with you when theydonothave much 
time, or when it may not he convenient for them: 
Tim never says 'hb; so people are alulays i m p -  
ing on him. 
@ v+prev 

impress /m@resl 

im'press sth on sb(& Im'prpsr nth upon sb 
moreformi) to emphasize to sb how important 
or serious sfh is: I wanted to impress on hrm that 
it was a uery swims offence. 0 She i m p m d  on 
her stcff the importance oj keep~ng mum@ 
mrds. 

The object of impresg usually comes &er 
on sb. 

v + n l pm + prep 
Im'press sth!ltself on sth (also Im'pruu 

sthntaetf upon sth moreJormQi) tf sb impresses 
sth on or sth impresses itself on your mind, 
memory, etc. it has a great effect on you so that 
you do not forget iP Her h n f y  impressed itself 
on everyom who met her o Hrs worrIs impressed 
themlueson my memom 
&v+nlpron+pw 

Imprint /m'prmt/ 

im'print A lnmn B; Im'prlnt B wlth A I to 
have a great effect on sth so that IF cannot be for- 
gotten, chmgd, &: The mne was imprinted on 
my mind. o Thepicture w imprinted wrth his own 
style. 2 to print or press a mark or design on sth: 
T-shirts imprmted with the logos of sports Iwm 
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-Imprint sth W-th 8th is ofIen used 
in the passlve. 
+ v + nlpron + prep 

~InfrIngermluponBthcanbeu&inthe 
passive. 
e' V + P ~  

pm 2 to take action to prevent st% unpleasant 
happening: This is fo insure ogoimt a remtisron 
of prezliousdigagtem. 
+V+PW 

Invest s b t d  with sth is often uwd in the 
passive. 
Q v + nlpron+ prep 

improve /rmspncv/ Infuse /rnall:r/ 

Im'prowe on sth ( a h  Ilm'prorra upDn sth morp 
form0 to achiwe or p d u c e  sth of a better 
standard or quality than sth else: There ore o few 
porn& in your work that you muld improw on. o 
The Kenyan girl improved on her pnuiow best 
performance (= in a race). 
W Improve onhrpon 8th can be used in the 
passive: These msulAr must k imploved ugon 
Q V + P ~ P  

In'fuse A into 13.; In'fuss B wfth A (formal) to 
fill sblsth with a particular qual~ty: His arriuul 
i n f d  new Ire and energy into the ieam. o Her 
mrk is f qf& with anger 
E 9  imbue sth with ath 
Q v + ntpmn + prep 

in,vlte sb a'long to ask sb if they would like to 
go with you toan event oractivity: Shall IinuIle 
Dave atong(tothe#&)t 
EE) ask sb along (lessformar) 
@v+nlpmn+adJ + v+edv+n(m)  

'Interest sb In stb to persuade sb to b u ~  do or 
eat s th  Could I rnlewst you in this &l(= of 
c .  Sir? 
Q v+ nlpron + prep 

In,vite sb a'mund = rNwm SB 
O V H R ~ R O U N D  

In,vite sb 'bac k(to 8th) (especially Brmtoask sb 
to go back to your homeafter you have been out 
wmewhere together She inuited me back to her 
m t f o r  coflmo$ter the movie. 
E9 ask sb back (to nth); haw sb twckIhth 
lessforman + v * nlpron + adv + v + a&+ n Ehsfrequenfl 

In,vlta sb 'Int'up to politely ask sb to enter a 
room, your house, etc: Aren'tyou going to invite 
me infir emffei?? 
I.YH) ask sb ilnwp (lessformafi + v + nlpron + adv + v+ &* n ~ h J % q w n l )  

In,vlte arb ' od  toask sb togoout withyou,esp 
ciaUy asa way of beginningamanticrehtion- 
shlp. We've ken muitmi out for dinner this 
evening o He ewntunlIy found the muroge lo 
inuiteJull0 out. 
IE9 ask ab out ( h s ~ % r m u ~  
6 v + nlpmn + adv + v *edv + n l [ p s s h u e n i )  

in,vlta sb 'webround (BrEj (AmE , l n W  sb 
a'ruwnd) to ask sb to come and visit you in your 
home: I'w invited afiwpiends round to watch 
the game with us on TlC o We ought 50 invite the 
new netghboursoverfor coffm. 
ED ask sb overtround (Iessfmnafl 
6 v+ nlpmn + adv 

Interfere /,mta%@r); AM ,mtamj  

intetfere with sb (BrO to touch a child in a 
sexual way 

Interfere with ~b can lw used in the 
passive. 
e v + prep 

InterTem d h  sth 1 to get in the way of sth; to 
prevent sth from being done or making progress: 
wn' t  let anylhlng in&rfefere wi#h your fmlning. o 
We don't wont lo interrere wSth your p k m .  2 to 
touch,adjust or change sth without permission, 
and damage it: Who's hen iniqfering with the 
cImk? p 3  tamper wlth ath 3 if sth interfern 
with radio or sound waves, etc., it stops them 
being heard easily or clearly The wmputer fs  
intmfwing with the radio. 

Interfere wfth sth canbeused in thepas- 
slve. The evidence has hen kt&md with. 
QV+PW 

,Ink sth 'in (Brm to write or draw in ink over sth 
that has beenwr i t t enor~ inpencWId~the  
@I3SlueR in penn'lfirsf and then inked them In. o 
Vigumtlve) The cornparry has inked in June Is1 
(= made it definite) for the hunch. 
(Qv+nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

impute /rmpju+t/ 

Im'pute sth to S M h  Vontull) to sm d e n  
unfairk that s M h  is responsible for sth, or has 
a particular quality: Why do you Impute $e@1b 
rnotilles lo her? 
& v + ntpm + prep inquire /m'ha~a(r)/ 

Inwuulre after sbMR (especially An@) = 
EhOUIRE AFTER SdSTH 

in'quire Into dh  (especially AmEj = ENQUIRE 
INTO STH 

In'qlJin ~ t h  Of ~b (@I@ Am@ =ENQUIRE 
STH OF $5 

ln'cline bonowareh 9th; In'cHns sb 
to/towerrl~ sth Iformoo to tend to think or 
behave in a particular way; to rnakesb do thk: I 
incitne to the uiew thnl w shouldtukenoaction. o 
Her love of tawtmges Inc iM her iowurdsa car- 
e e r ~  tr branslato~ + v +  prep + v + rdpmn + prep insinuate ~rn'smjuertj 

In,slnuate yourmlf 'Into sth ybrmul, d h p  
proving) to get yourself into a position of advan- 
tage, especially by clever talk or by gaining the 
favour or mpct of sb important: She ckwdy 
inrinua&d herself into hhfamilv. + v + pmn + prep 

Inure /~.tljwr): ~rnE~'njur/ indulge ~ r n ' ~ & /  
i'nure shrylDurseA to dh  to make sblsth get 

used to sth unpleasant $0 that they are no longer 
strongly afFected b y  ik The prisoners puickly 
b m e  Inured lo the harsh cunditions, + v + rdpron +prep 

In'dulge In 8th I to allow youpself to have or do 
sth that you like,oftensththat is bad for you: She 
indulged in the luxury of a IoRg bath. o He now 
has time lo indulgein his favourSte hoblyrphotog. 
ruphy. o I'mgorng 60 indulge in a chmkle mke! 
2 to take part in an activity, especially 5th bad or 
illegal: We shouldn't indulge in speculetion as so 
what m l l y  happened 
E S i l  Indulge In 9th can be used in the passive: 
It 'F a luxury that can only h Mu@d in from 
trme lo time. 
Q v + prep 

insist /nus~s t /  

In'slst on sth; In'slst on dolng sth ( a h  
In'slst upDn ath, In'slst upon dolng 8ihmomfor- 
ma!) todemand sthand refuse to be persuaded to 
accept anything else: They are Inststing on a 
metrng lomorrora o I aZwuys im'st on skimmed 
milk. o HeimistedonwaIkinghomewrlh hm 

Insist onhpon sth crtn be used in the pas- 
SI%C: This format mwt  be rnswled on. 
Q V + P W P  

In'slst on doling sth ( a h  In'rlrt upon rklng 
ath nwre forman to m t inue  doing sth wen 
though other people And it annoying: She will 
insis on shouting at the top of her wm. 
ev+pr.sp 

In,vlte Sb 'Up = INVITE SB I N h P  

,Invalfd sb 'out; ,lnvalld sb ' od  of sth (Brm 
to make sb leave a job, especially in the armed 
forces, because they are ilyslck or hured: He 
was invalided out of the army bemuw of his 
1IIjurias. 
=Invalid eb out is usually used in the 
passive. 
@ v*nlpron+adv v+adv+n + 

v + W p m  + adv+ prep 

In'wrlve sb In sth to make sb experience or do 
sth, especially sth unpleasant: The new exanas 
haw involved When in a lot of enhn paper- 
work 
& v + nlprwn + prep 

in'form on sbto giveevidenceabout sbormdxe 
an amsation agalnst sb, to the police .or sb in 
authority: Oneof thegang informed on the he.$, 
~ V + P ~ P  

iron ~mn:AmE'arant/ 

,iron sth 'out 1 to remove the folds that yw do 
not want from clothes, etc. by using a tool with a 
flat metal base that can be heated (an iron): Iron 
out alI the m s .  EZ!Ei  reeler 2 to get rid of 
any problems or difficulties that are afkting 
sth: We musl imn out the p m b h  Wore next 
week. EE4 dWffeuItlss, problems EB rwolve 
sth (mnr~ formal) 
Qv+adv+n 4 v+pron+adu + v+n+adw(mm) 

In-st In &h (Wrmal .  o m  humorow) to buy 
sth or spend money on sth th, e swid ly  sth 
expensive: It's time we invested in a new sqk - 
thtsonersJhlIing to bits. 
& V + P ~ P  

In'mrt sb/sth with sth 0 ta make sWgth 
nnrm to have a particular quality: Being the boss 
tnu~s ls  her with m ceriainglanaour 

infringe / m ' m /  

In'frlnge on sth ( a h  In'fdngs upon tttb thm 
JormO ta limit sb's M o m ,  rights, etc The 
medm is mwed of infringing on people's priu- 
my. 
m Ilbsrty,lhta 

insure / r n n S ~ r ~ .  -8fa:cr): A ~ E : J W /  

In'sure against 8th to buy an insurance pol- 
icy which WIU pay you money if the went men- 
tloned happens: Ewryone nee& lo insureagainst 



'Issue from sth @mnuO to come, go or flow out 
of sth or somewhere: I mukt see smoke Lpsulng 
from the wfndow. + v + prep 

itch I ~S !  

'Itch for sth (usually UrvBd in the p ~ ~ ~ s i w  
lenses) to want 6th very much: They w m  just 
I tchingfor afight. 
EB3 a ngM, a chance 

Itch to do sth can a h  be used with the 
same meaning He mas i t d ing  loflnd out mom. 
OV+P'BP 

jab IWI (-bw 

'jab at smth (wlth 8th) to push a sharp ar 
pointed object quicklq. or roughly into sblsth or 
in the direction of sblsth: He kepijabbingal the 
paper cup with h b  penclf. o She labbed a: the 
p a w  with herfinger 
Q v + prep 

Jabber a ' w a y ( i m m f i  to s m k  or talkquickly 
in an excited way: She jabbered mu&): wing lo 
d k m  his umntion, o He was jabbering away 
In Russinn. 
+v+adv 

jack l@kl 
Jack sth 'In (BrE, iirlformcro to stop doing sth, 

especially your job: Shedecided lO jack in herjob. 
o m s u c h a  bad day JfeeIlikeJnckfng it all in. 
E 3 J  job E% chuck sth Inlup; pack sth In 

Jack sth In can not ibe used in the passive. 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

Jack 'off (dm, A, stong) If a man f acks off he 
gives humself sexual pleasure by rubbing his 
sexual organs 
&v+adv 

Jack 'up (slnng) to take an Wegal drug by putting 
it Into your body using a plastic or glass tube 
with a long hollow needle la syringe) 
+v+adv 

jmck 8th 'up 1 to lift sth such as a vehicle off the 
ground using a spxiaI dwioe (a jack) ESII Ear 2 
(iqformal) to increase the cost or the price of sth: 
The whlmIers  h u e  jacked up their p r w .  EEZi 
coat, price put sth up; increase s2hlmore 
f o r m 0  
+v+adv.tn + v+n/prm+adv 

J- 8th 'up (wlth s?hl (Worm0 1 to make 6th 
more lively or ~nteresting: Jau up t h :  plain 
d m  with some jewllery. EEK) Ikon sth up; 
sploe sM up (momfirmnfl2 to make a plece of 
music sound more modern, or more like jazz or 
popular music: jrmed up&& 
@ v + a d v + n  *v+nlpmn+sdv 

jerk sb a'rwnd (iflorma[, esperially A m  to 
treat sb badly and cause them problems, e s p  
cially by deceiving them: He won't giw 11s an 
answer - he keepsjerkmngus wound. 
EBB mesa sb abutlaround (BE) 
+v+dpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

Jerk 'off (SrE, A, slung) U a man jerks m, he 
gives himself sexual pleasure by rubbing his 
sexual organs + v+adv 

Jet 'off(tu ...I tD fly somewhere, espedally some 
where far away: Tky're Jetting ofl lo Florida 
ZOmmm 
+v+adv 

'jibe wlth sth @mEj to agree with sth; to be the 
same as sth or match sth: Her story dfdn't jibe 
wrlh the witrzm&oa*lunr 
Q V + P ~ P  

'jockeyfwsth totrywry hardtogainanadvan- 
tage, a favour, etc for yourself and stop other 
people getting it: Swmlrmployees arejockqing 
for the mnager'sposition 
lZE3 wsltlon. mwnr 

.lam 8th 'On if mu lam an the brakes on a vehicle Q v + ore0 - . .  - youoperateth;m~~ddenly and wirhforce:~child 
ran rnlo t h e d  and Ijammedon the brakes. ~ O Z )  /dpg;ArnEdgmg/ (-gg-) - - 
EEJ only the brakes, the hmndbmke ,awu, slam 
nth on jog a'long ( B E ,  Wwmn~tocontinue in a steady 

@ v+adv+n v+ntpron+adv 
nay, with little or noexcltement or proms:  Ebr 
yeurs tke business just keptjoggingalom. 

Wrn 'up; Jam dh  'up(wlth ah)((e~pecint&BrE) .a) v+adv 
If a machine, a m d ,  etc jams up, or sth jams it 

- 
up, it bewmes blocked, stops working, etc: Let's lain /r~.mm/ 
art moving Wore the tr@c jams up. 0 People a- - - -  0 -----, 

~rwre jamming up the o k h  m Lhelr m h  taget tout 'fn (with swsth), 'In Sth to we 
nf the fhmtre. o Thar photocopier is always gar- 'nmved in to part in an activity with 
linn /am& nu other pmple: CQn Ijoin in (tRs g m ) ? o  We ail -.. 
d)v+adv  v+ady+n + v + p m + &  + joined in wzth thesinging. 

v + n + adu ([essfwwnt)  D partlclpate {In 5th) (morefirmtrO 
+v+adv 4 v+prep 



join 'up 1 (wm WSM) to meet or wmbine with l ~ m b l e ~ d m b l l  
sWsth to do sth together: They joined up with the 
rest cf theparfy later 2 to become a memkr of 
the armed forces: We Lath joined up ln 1939. 
enflst (mom forrml) 
+v+adv 

Join 'up: Joln 8th 'up ( ~ ~ I I y  BfF) to be con- 
nected to sth; to connect sth to sth: The dols join 
up t o f o  1 .  o Join up ihedots to see the 
prcture. 
F5 connect (ah) (morn formar). 
@v+adv 4 v+adv+ n v+nlpmn+edv 
b Jolned 'upadl [usually hfore noun] (espffially 
BrE) things that are joined up are connected or 
linked together joined-up witingo (figurative) 
joined-up fhinkin~o(fe~umtiveF the govern- 
ment'sjocned-up poiicy on health mre 

'bin wlth sb(insthAndolngslhth)Crom~todo or 
saysthwithsbelseor with a groupd people: I?n 
sure you'll j o~n  with me m congmtulalzng Isia 
and Jake. o Parents joined with teuchers to p m  
lasr~a~nsltheclosumof t h x h w l .  
Q V+PW 

Jolly sb a'long (BrE, i~&rmnl) to keep enmr- 
aging sb in a friendly way: She tried tojolfy hlm 
a low bui he muIdn'lforgel hrsproblams. 
e v + n l p m + a d v  

jolly s h t h  'up (BrE) to make sWsth brighter 
or more cheerful: W yw think you can jolly 
Anthony up a brt? 
EEO chwr sblsth up; Ikon aWsth up 
Qv+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 

'jostle for sth to compete strongly and forcefully 
with other people for 8th: A@opIt? In the md 
were jostlingfor thebest positions. 
e' V + P ~ ~ P  

J o t  [asat; ~ d d g a t l  

Jot sth 'down to write 8th down quickly: I'lljot 
downrheiraddIress~raIfwget it. 
SE) note sth down 
&v+a&+n 4 v+nlpmn+adv 

juice l a ~ s t  

Jufee sth 'up W, sZang) 1 to make sth more 
lively, exciting or interesting: J u h  up yourpm 
sentntlons with mloutfuigmphics. IB!D J- ath 
up ( inform0 2 to make sth more powerful: I 
could juice up the engtnefor you. soup sth 
up3 to put pemlinavehicle: Weneedlolumup 
thecar before me leave. B E  car fill sth up 
Qv+a&+n v+nlpmn+adv 

jumble st h 'uph'getherto mix things up in a 
confused way: Make surey~u  don'tjumbk letmy. 
thing up. 0 The defails of the &ent were al[ 
jumbIerltagelher in hlsmind. 
B mlx sth up 

Jumble sth urngether i s  often used in 
thp passive: All herpapershod been jumbled up. 
e v + n l p r m + a d v  v+adv+n 

lump at sb =JUMP ON $8 

'jump at sth to ampt an opportunity, achance, 
etc with enthusiasm: Ijumpedat the chanceof a 
trip lo Italv. 
EEl chance,ldsa IEB hap at sth 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

jump 'In 1 (dth ah) to interrupt a commation: 
l jumped In while them ms a br&f p o w  in the 
mnwrsntion. 2 to become involved in a situation 
suddenly or quickly: She had jumptd in to h i p  
whlla he was ill 
+v+adu 

lump on nb(dmEaLro'Jump atsb)(irsformal)to 
critlcm sb sharply: She jrunped on me Wore I 
Machancetoaplain. 
( ~ V + P M P  

Jump 'out at sb to; be very easy to see; to be 
noticeable: Theheudlinejwnpd out a t m .  o 7% 
mrstokes aresoobuious they~ump outal you. 
EE) leap out at sb + v+ adv + prep 

Jump 'up to stand quickly and suddenly when 
you havc h e n  sitting: Hejumped up of f  t h e j h r  

leap up 
Q v+adv 
t Jumped-up adJ [only before noun] (BrE, idor- 
mnl, dkapprouing) thinking that you are more 
Important than you really are, particularly 
when you have risen in social status but do not 
deserve to: I won? lake ordenfrom a jumped-up 
olfice girl! 

jut 'out {from ah), Jut 'OM d ~ t h  to stand Out 
from st& to stick out further than the surround- 
ing surface: The bps of the- h w s  jutted 
outof iheluat.?~ 
IE!El stlck wt. stkk out d sth 
@v+adv 4 r+adv*prep 

keel miw 

,keel 'wer 1 (inform0 to fall over: I'm w ti& 
all I want to da Is keel over and s k p  for a week. 

collapw 2 (of a boat) to turn on Its side: 
The boat keelad over in the $strong winds. E B  
capalze 
Q v t a d v  

keep /kip/ (kept kept Feptl) 

- afkr -trim 
-ahead. ahead of -oft 
-at -on 
" a V  157 -out,wtof 
-back -to - behand -togetm 
-down -under 

158 -from -UP 
- in  158 - u p M  

,kwplaBer sbgbautahlto&sth)(AmE)toask 
or tell sb repeatedly to do sth: She Wps sftar ma 
to& the TV 
+ s e e a l s o ~ s ~ ~  ON 2 
e v + prep 

;keep a'hsad; ,keep a'head of sbtsth tomn- 
tinue to be more advanced or sumsful than 
other pwple, groups, etc: We wed lo keep a M  
af ourcompetitom o g y o u  want lo keepahmd zn 
this industry, you huwb bemthless. 
EFT) stay ahead,stay ahead of sblstk 
Q v + a &  + v+adv+prep 

,keep 'at sth; ,keep sb 'A 9th to continue to 
workhard at sth. or to make sb work h a d  at sth, 
particularly sth which isdimcult ortakesa long 
tlme: Keep at if,you'w 11wrlyfinish&! o He kept 
fhematlhejobwlilitmfinLrhed 
@ v+prep r v+nlpmn+prep 

,keep a'way (from ubisth) to not go near sblsth: 
Keep away from me! o The police told us to keep 
uwll away from the area. 

Hay away {horn sblsth) 
@ v + a.dv 

;keep sbmth a'way (from sblnth) to prwent 
sbEsth from going near sblsth: f i p  him aumy 
porn the Rlrchen while wemuke his birthday mke. 
o We lured  o f  the lights lo k p  the maspultoes 
atmy o Her parents ore keeping her a w y  from 
schoolfor afew days. o l&umtrw)A hwllhy diet 
m n  help to keep cokismdflu away 
@v+nlpmn+adv v+al+n(lessfhqumt) 

,keep 'back (from Wsth) to remain at a distance 
from sblsth: Keep ba% or I'll shoot! 4 I kept 
Ixrckfrorn themad. 

,kwp sb 'back1 (BrEj =KEEP SB IN 1 I m k e p t  
backafterdmIforh?ing&eky. 2(AmE) =KEEP 
SB DOWN 1 

,keep sblsth 'back(fmm sbltth) to make sWsth 
remain at a distance from sblsth; to p m t  sb 
from moving forwards: Keep the chl[dren buck 
fmm thefire. o Thepol- were trying to kmp h c k  
thecrDurdsurds 
Qv+nlpmn+& 4 v+a&+n 

,keep ath 'back 1 (especially grE) to keep a part 
of sth to use Eater: Have you kept mme money 
back to p y  the bilk? o h k p  a piece 4f cake back 
fordkc. 2 (fmm sbtsth) to refuse to ten sb sth; to 
hold sth back. Ih sure she's keeping something 
backmm rrsl mmethlng, anything, noth- 
ing withdd sM (moreformal) 3 to try not 
to let other people see or know how you feel: He 
could hnrdly keep h k  the rmrs. team IEQ 
hold sth back 
Q 1,2v+nlpmn+adv e v+edv+n 

3v+adv+n * v+n@tm+adv 

,keep sb ba'hlnd@mE)l =KEEP SB TN 1 
,keep 'down to hide yourself by not standing up 

straight.Keepdown!hn'tMonyMy seeyou. 
ZEE) stay down 
@ v+adv 

,keep sb 'down 1 (BrE)(Amt,kwpsb 'backlto 
make a student repeat a year at schwl, college, 
etc. because of poor markslgwdes: I uxrs kegd 
down bemuse IfaLrPd the exam. 2 to control a 
people, a nation, etc. so that they have no power 
or M o m :  The people haw $een kept damn for 
yeurs bya brutalregime. repreus sb 
el  v+dpmnn+adv 

Xv+nIpmn+adv r v+adv+n 
,keep sth 'down 7 to make sth remainat a low 

level; to avoid mcreapingsth: We're trying lo keep 
cost3 down. o He exercises a lot f8 l o p  his w&ht 
down. o Keep your worn down? o Keep ft down 
(= the noise)! I'm trylng to mncentrale. E!E 
costa, prlmu, Wee, mlse DE) hold sth down 
2 to manage to keep fwd or drink In your stom- 
ach and avoid bringing it back through the 
mouth: He mnY kmp anything down. IBI fcmd 
EE) held nth down 3 to not raise a par! of your 
body: Keep your head dawn!o She kept her e w  
damn whi l  he was talking. eyes, bead,hce 

In meanings 2 and 3, keep sth down can 
not k used in the passive. 
6 1,2v+nlpron+adv 4 v+adv+n 

3 v + nlpron + a& 
kemp(get your 'head chw~ ta avoid amact- 

ing attent~on 



'keep from dolng 5th: 'keep yournelf frvm 
dolng sth to prevent yourself from doing sth: 
She bll her lip lo k ~ p f r o m  laughing. 
Q v +  prep + v + pmn + prep 

'kwp sbfmm sth;%keep sbfrom dolng sth 
to prevent sb from doing sth: IlonY Iel me keep 
you from your work. o I'w ken trying to keep 
hlmfromfinding out the truth. o Her pride kept 
herfrom w i n g  irtmnl of them. 
& v + nlpmn + prep 

'keep sth from ab to avoid telling sb 5th: f think 
he's keeping secrelsmm m. o Are you keeping 
somethmnf from us? 

secrets, something 
Q v +  nlpmn + prep 

,keep 'in (BrE) to stay near the edge of themad or 
path whlle you are driving, walking, etc: you 
keep in, the vnn mnwemken 

v+edv 
,keep sb 'InEesmiaUyBrEjl ( B r E a h , k m  sb 

'back) ( A d  a h  ,kesp ab be'hlnd) to make a 
child stay after normal school hours as a punish- 
ment: The lencher kept them all m o ~ s c h o o l 2  
to not allow a child to go outdoors: I'm keeping 
the children in h u s e  it's mining outside. 3 to 
keep sb in hwpital: She's much betm but they're 
keeping her in ouernight. + v + nlpron + adv 

,keep s th  Vn 1 to stop yourself expressing an 
emotion: He wuki hardly kwp In hls a m  IEB 
restrain sth 2 to not allow sth to escape, be lost 
or taken out: C k i h r d m r f o  kmp in themrmth. 
o She wunted to cut the sex scene I= in a play or 
fllm/movie), but we kept it in. ESl wrmth, h a  
3 to not allow an animal to go outdrxlrs 
Qv+nlpron+adv a v+adu+n 

kaep your 'hand In to do an activity ooca- 
sionally so that you do not lnse your skill at it: I 
play squnrhfom time to H m ,  just lo keep my 
hand ~n 

'keep sbmurself In ath (informa0 to dve or 
allow sWyoumeIf a regular supply of sth: This 
pn-limejob keeps me in cigawtes. + v + nlpron + prep 

,keep11n with sb@r@towntinue tobefkiendly 
with sb, especially in order to gah some advan- 
tage for yourself: He keeps in with anyone loho 
might h w f u I  to him 
Qv+adv+prep 

,keep 'off (espedally BrE3 if rain, snow, etc. 
keeps off, it d o e  notfall, eventhough it looks as 
i f  it might: TheptrrSy willgo aherrdprovided the 
rain keeps og 
EE) hold off 
&v+a&v 

156 ......... r.........h..... ~ ................ . ..... ... "..-... 
,kWp 'off; ,keep 'oft slh to not go onto a par- 

ticular area: Xeep ofl (the gram)? o We kepl on 
the main roads toavoid them. 
m gram 
Qv*adv 4 v+prep 

,keep 'aff sth: ,keep sb 'off sth I to not eat. 
drlnk or smoke sth; to not let sb eat, drink or 
smoke sth: The doctor's told me to M p  off rPd 
m r .  2 to not mention a particdar topic: to stop 
sb talking about a particular topic: It's M r  to 
k ~ e p  off the subject qF pItiics with my fadher o 
Keep heror thesubjectof teewegirls! EBl sub- 
led, topic 
rSYH)m~msth 
@v+prep. v+nlpron+pmp 

,keep s k s t h  'off: ,keep sbrsth 'off s h t h  to 
stop sWsth from taming near or going inta (a 
plate); to stop sblsth from touching or harming 
sblsth: He covered tkhesandwrches m keep thepies 
off  o Kwp ynur animals off  my Inntd' o Working 
helm keep my mind oMmypro&m. o Ikepl the 
children ofl(schw0 until theyfill better 
PQ Rles, hands, mind, eyes 

v + nfpmn * adv 4 v + nlpron + prep 
,keep b n  I (also , b p  'on doing 5th) tooontinue 

dolng what you were doing, behaving in a m- 
tam way etc., without stopping: He'll get into 
troubk V he keeps on like ihislo Keep on wing 
-don't giue up! Q The rain kepton ( = continued 
to fall) all night. E B  carry on (with 8th). carry 
ondolng sth2(at sb)(about skleth)(BrFJ)tocon- 
tinue to talkabut sblsth in a borlngor annoying 
way Don't keep on labout it)! o My mum keepson 
at m i o c u l  my huil: go MI (aboutsblsth)+ 
S W a h K E E P  AFTER S R  (ABOUT S T H h O  DO STH) 
& v +a& hr also v* adv * -ing 

,keep 'on;, keep 'on nth td continue to follow a 
particular route: Keep on until you corn to the 
&. 0 Keep on thepath unlzl you seea gap 
@v+adv + v+prep 

,keep sb 'on to continue to employ sb, wen 
though circumstances have changed: We am 
only fiord to keepo fern mrkwson. 
~ v + n / m + a r h r  * v+adv+n( Ipss~uent )  

,keep ath 'on 1 to continue to wear 6th: to not 
take st h ofF: It ~uns so cold t h l  we kept o w  sacks 
on in M. o Keep the l f d  on luhile the lea is brew- 
ing: - take ath off 2 to not switch sth oft Do 
you keep the heuthg on all &? lea- 8th 
on I% M e h  sth off 3 to stop sth coming or 
falling OW How do you kwp thot h n a b g e o n ' d t  
continue to rent or be the owner of a house, 
flauapartment, etc: Con yw amrd to keep this 
p h  on whikyou'mabxaadP 

v + nlpron + adv s v+ adv + n ( k ~ u e n f )  
keep your 'blr an (BrE, . s p o k h ,  ir&rnaal) 

used to tell sb not to becomeangry 

'keep sth on sblsth if you keep your mind, 
eyes, etc. on sblsth, you fk your attention on 
themlit. I can't keep my mind on my work. o She 
kepF r m e ~ o n  ihetrqf3icandthtotheron themap. 
E E I  mlnd, awntion, e p  
+v+nlpron+prep 

kwpeepgnep onrblrth(ilbfwmn~towatchor 
check sWsth to make sure that they are safe, etc.; 
to look after sblsth: WilEyou keep on eye on the 
babyforfive rnrnules 

,keep 'out; ,keep 'out of 8th to not enter a 
place; to remaln outside: There m a  sign=- 
'Ktep our!'. o P i m  keep out of the om while 
I'm mrking. 
@v+adv 4 v*adv+prep 

,keep "ut of sth; ,keep sb 'out of sth 1 to 
avoid sth; to prevent sblyourself from being 
affeded by  sth: The doctor hasadvised me lo k e p  
out of the sun. o Theyalmys kept their daughter 
out of the spotlight (= away from the publlc). o I 
hy to keep out of his way IGI the sun, slght, 
sb'dthe way 2 to avoid becoming involved in 
sth; to stop sb thin becom~ng involved in sth: 
Keepout of shk! It'sgotnuthinglodo withhyou!~ 
Try to keep the kids out of mischkf while I'm out. 
+ v*  adv + prep + v * nlpmn + adv + prep 

,keep 8th 'out to not put sth away that you have 
taken ant of a cupbod,  etc.; to k e p  sth ready to 
use: Keep the butterout f u r  breakfast. 

put ath away 
Q v+ nlpmn+adv v+adv+n(hIwrwntj  

,keep sbMh 'out: ,keep sblsth 'wt of sth to 
prevent sblsth from enteringa place: We hung a 
cumin  ot the door to k w p  out the mld. o @gum- 
ttve) She tried to keep theangerout of her MW. 
+v+rdpmn+adv + v + a & + n r  

v + nlpron +adv + prep 
'keep to sth 1 to not leave a path, a mad, etc: 

Keep to thefoolpath. o Keep to IheL$tfl(= on a m d ,  
etc.). path2toMkor writeon1yabout apar- 
ticular subject. K#p lo the mint!o Will you 
please keep ro the subjecl under dwwsiun?EEi 
subJect,polnt 5 tofollowaplan,anagreement,a 
rule, etc, exactly as you are expected to do, or as 
you have prom& to do: She hasn't kepr lo the 
agreement, so neither will I, o We must keep to the 
schedule. o He mver keeps to the speed limil. E X #  
rulw,a@laarnent, whsduk EEQ adhere tosth 
CTormaO 
m st4& to nh 

Keep to s t h m  beused in the passive: Was 
?he agenda kept to at themeeting? 
6 '+ P E P  

,keep ta youtseR ,keep youfsnlf to 
youfsetf to avoid meeting people sucialIy or 
hecoming involved in other people's affairs: He 
keeps (himsea .ta h i m w  andnobody knows 
much about him. 
&v+prep+pmn + v+pmn+pmp*pmn 

7 ........................... ...,.....,.. ~ ........... -..? 

'keep to mth; *keep sth to nth to useonly one 
thing or a limited number or amount of sth; to 
make sure that the number or amount of sth 
doesn't become any bigger than a particular 
size: We'ue dm& to keep lo pale mburs for the 
bedmom o f 'm hying to keep Ihe n m b m  of 
guests & a  minimum. + v  + prep 4 v + nlpron +prep 

,keep ath to youVsslf to not tell anyone about 
8th or what you th~nk about sth: I know who's 
won. but Ihr kwping it 0 myww o Kmp your 
opintons toyowself ~nfuture! o (figumtiue) Keep 
your hands toyourself! (= do not touch me) 
EEi opknlans 
(3 v + nlpron +prep+ pmn 

,keep torgether, ,keep rblsth to'wther to 
remain together in a group ;  to make sWsth do 
this: Keep t o ~ e t h q  kids, when w e m s  theroad. o 
Useo paprcl ip  m keep yourpupem together 
+v+a&v +v+nlpmn+adv+v+adv+n(less 

fwueno 
,keep sb 'under (Brm to contml sb: The low1 

people arekept under by thearmy. 
~ppress sb (moreform0 + v + nlpmn + a& 

,keep 'up 1 a rain, snow, etc. keeps up+ lt mn- 
tlnues without stopping. The min kept up all 
@ernDon. 2 (with sblslh) to mwe at the same 
rate or s p x d  as sblsth. I had b run to h p  up 
w~th him. EEB lafl behld,taII behlnd sblsth 3 
to work at the necessary speed sa that you pro- 
gress at the same speed as other pwple: She's 
having trouble keeprng up mi* the rest of the 
c b s ,  o L)o keep up! 1 can't k p  mpmtlng every- 
thing. 4 (with sth) to rise at the same rate as sth 
else: Solrrries are not keeping up with inji'athn. 5 
(with sth) to do all the wo* necessary in order to 
finish on time or deal successfully with a situ- 
at ion that changes rapidly: We'refirtding It Aord 
to keep up with demand. o Thinm were happn- 
Ing mofast to k w p  up with. 
@v+adv 

,keep sb 'up to prevent sb from going to bed or 
from sleeping: l hope we're not h p i n g p u  np. o 
The h b y  kept us up hbf thenight. 
Q v+ nlpmn * adv 

,keep s th  'up t to continue sth at the same, usu- 
ally high, level: to continue to practise or 
observe sth: Keep up the g d  w r k ? o  You're 
doinga greatjob! Keep it up! o We kept up am 
pace alI the loqx o We're having dmcuirlty keep 
mg up our mortgage poymenls, o The pms is 
keepiw up lhe pressure on t h e g m n m n l .  o Do 
you still k@p up your Portwume? EEl It, psee, 
pressurn, tradltion 2 to prevent sth from falling 
down: You'lEhave to -a bell lo keep your fmu- 
sers up. E!El tmuserdpants hold stit up 



3 to make sth stay at a high level: High tmnspoH kick , r k r ~  . . 
m is  are &ping foDd ~rrrices up o Thqr sang 
mngs 60 kmp h i r  spkils Fee, splh, ,kick a'bovt: ,kick a u k i t  sth @rEj = K ~ C K  

stPenath, morale 4 to keen a house ear- AROU""D'KICKAROUNDSTH 
d e w & ,  etc. m good rnndi&n by s&n&g ,kick sb albout(BrD =KICK SB AROUND 

money on it or warkrng hard on it: The h o w  is .kick ~ t h  a'boutlBrm =KICK STH AROllND 
h o m i n g  #oa apepensrue for them 60 kmp up E ? G  
malntain nth 
Ql v+nlpron+edv * v+adv+n 

keep up ap'pearams to hfde the true situ- 
ation and pretend that things are better than 
they arc: Th~w's no point keeping up appear- 
ances when ewryone knows we've Ios2 all o w  
mow keep your 'chln upf (smken, Worman 
used to tell sb to remain cheerful m dimcult ck- 
cumstances 
t 'upk-p n IUl1 themstorprowssof keepinga 
building, piece of land, etc. h good condition: 
Who k resmnsible for the dny-today upkeep of 
the house? 2 the mst or pmcess of giving a child 
or an animal the things that they need 

,keep 'up wlth sb to continue t~ be in contact 
with sb by writing, phaningorseeingthem regu- 
larly: Hourmnyof youroldschoolfriendsdoyou 
mom@ to keepup with? 
@ v+ adv + prep 

,keep 'up with sth t to learn about the news, 
events, etc. that are happening: I fry 0 keep up 
wilh current amim o Susie l l a  60 kmp up with 
the Inlest fashions. 2 to mntinue to pay or do sth 
regularly: He couldn't kwp w with the repay- 
mentson the Im. o Areyou keeping up with your 
homework? 
&v+adv+prep 

key ,kt1 
,key 8th 'In: ,key sth ' I n t o  8th to put informa- 

tion into a mrnputet using a keybard: Key in 
yourmmnal n u m h  0Ald the l n f o r m t h  has 
been keyed hto the computer 

data, Infonnatim BE) mter sth Onto sth) 
Q v+ adv+ n v + nlpron + adv v + nlprm + prep 

,key 'Into 8th 1 touseammputerminformation 
stored on a oomputer: A hacker kcyd Inlo a vIml 
database at the newsmper's o h  B sccasu 
sth (more form0 2 if sth keys Into sth else, it 
goes wellwith ~t a n d a m  with it, pmducinga 
good result: remedies that key into the body's 
basic ?nembolism 
e v * prep 

'key Sth to sthbb to make sth sultable far 
sthlsb, to make sth consistent mth sth else e to 
lrnk sth with sth else: Theform was keyed to the 
needs of the localpmple. o The rfmhtgof the con- 
cerls was keyed to the Wwld Cupsaccergnmes. 
-Key sth to etWsb is usually used in the 
vassrve. 

. - 

,kick a'round; ,kick a'round sth (BrE uJso 
.kick a'borrt, ,klek a'- sth)(iny+rmaO (ma- 
aIly wed an the pmp-essiw t e r n )  to be Present 
or lying somewhere not b e i i ~  used: His Celter Lp 
kickfng @bout somewhme. o The idea has k e n  
kicking around for yecrrs. 2 (of a person) to be 
somewhere, or to go Trum one place to another, 
with no particular purpose: f decided to kick 
around the Statesfor a couple$ month. 
EE) knock around, knock amund sth 
+v+adv v+prep 

,klck sb a'round (BrE also ,kick ab .'bout) 
(anfirmat) to treat sb in a harsh or unfair way: 
WnY ktthe boss kickywuwotrrrd. 
& v + nlpmn + adv 

,kick sth a'mund @rE also , k ~ c k  nh a'bout) I 
to play with a ball by kicking it with your foot: 
They were kicking a ballaround in thestreet. BZi 
ball 2 (inform0 to discuss plans, ideas, etc. in 
an informal way: They 're k~kingaround the fdm 
of a m e w  Idea EE) discuss 8th Imre 
forma 0 
EB knwk sth around 
Qv+nlpmn+adu + v+adv+n 

'klck against sth to protest about sth or resist 
5th: It k no lrse kickIngopainst the system. 
6 V + P ~ ~ P  

, klck 'back MmE, ~ r m l )  to relax: I spent fhe 
euening kzcktng k k  in theRotelrspium bal: 
+v+adu 

,klck sth 'back (to abl WmE, hformal) to pay 
money flegally in order to get some advantage 
for g~ourself Cnndrrrcdom winning mnstmtion 
j o b  h d  to kick b k  2 per cent of the mnrmct 
p r m t o s l r e ~ a  o 
+v*adv+n r v+nlpron+adv 
t 'bkkback n IAM, in~iornmorl) money that is 
paid to sb in order to get an advanhe for your- 
self 

,kick stb 'down to break sth and make it fall 
inwards by kicking it: U YOU don't open UJJ, we'll 
kick thedoordown. 
l3E4 door 
&v+dpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

,kick 'In (WwM to start to work or have an 
effect: ,$#er a couple of minutes the emergerrcy 
eltx-trrctty supply kicked Ln. o You'll fei Miw 
urhm theantibwth kick In 
+v+adv 

.klek ath 'In to breaksthandmakeit Winwards 

m ,k~ck s m  b h d ~ ~  In ( i l d o r ~ n  to kick kld tludl(d*) 
sb very violently ,kld a'round(ilafomZ, especiaJlyAmE)b behave 

,kick 'off 1 when a football game ot team Hcu diiy way; tojoke:A btof whatlsoid MI~W 
off, the game starts: T h e m k i c k s o f f  at 7.37.2 kkrrlding am&, butpeaple mk mewiousIy.  
(with sth) (in$ormal) to start: The tour kicks M ,svr, mess around 
walh a concert in Notfinghum. &v+a#v + v+adv 
c 'kick-off n [Cl [Uj the start of a fDotbalP game: kill 
U 's an a j W m  kick-ofl 

Flck sb baff: ,m ~MmPurml to ,kill sboth 'Off9 tomakealdtof ~lants,animds. 
eac. die: A~frbw#ics shouki kill o r  the bactzri~, 0 

break the connection -sb'smmputer and Theplant life was kllledoff by alrpolhtfon. 3 to 
the Internet, so that they can no longer use the get of sblsth; to sth: The hm is 
Internet: I keep Mtiw kicked off  the f~~~ in is dimcult to ofl old . - . - . - -. - , 
for no m n .  t ~ t t i o n s  or myths. mm 1&1 sWsth off is onen 
BEI tka Internet, wrver, \rsb@he dl- in the 
neet sb Ifram sth) &v+adv+n + ~ + ~ r o n + s d v  c v+n+;ldu(m) 

These phrasalverbsareusually wed h the 
passlve. 
9 v + nlpron +a& + v+ nlpmn + prep 

k'lp l k r ~ t  (-pp) 

,kick sth 'off .I to remove 8th by kicking She ,kip ' d m  W E ,  Mrmal)tosleephaplmthat 
k r c ~  off her sh ad lrry dourn on tk hebed. 2 isnot your own bed: Is there anywhere to kip 

(wlth a h )  to kegin a meeting, an event, etc: Who's downfor nigh*p 

mrw to ktckoff thediscussion? (4v+adV 

,kick 'out (at Wsth) 1 to kick your foot into the "'-I "'*' 
air to try to hlt sb, especially hemuse you are ,kiss sth ~ w t o  stop sbfeeling sador- by 
angryor up&: Shekickedouf wildlyat himashe kissing them: Letmummy k i s samyyow laars. 
tried ~ g m h  her2 toreactv~olently tosbhththat E E  teara,worrles 
makes YOU angry or upset: Shekrckadoutogoimt @ v 4 adv + n * v + pmn + adv v +  n+ adv (mj 

tmdttdnal .&as aboutpaintlngporlrotts.~. ,kiss "p to srb UmE, inforrrm0 if you kiss up to 
e v + a d v  sb in authorit5 you try t o p l e ~  them in order t0 

,kick sb 'auk ,kick sb 'out of sth ( i d o m r )  to galn nn advantage for youmU 
make sb leave; to send sb away by force: Hispar- suck up to sb 
ents k W  him out (= made Kim leave home) Q v +adv + prep 
when Re rws seventeen. o They were kicked out of 
the nghtdub forfighting kit lkrtt (-tt-1 

bwtsb out+boot nbaut drth(irlrOrmao+ ,kit sbMh "outgLw,ldt s M d  'up k s s f ~ u m b )  
throw sb out, t h m  sbout of 5th (InWlth sth) [Btm to supply sblsth with the 

Kick sb out isoften used in the paps&. clothes equipment that they nd for a 
~ v t n l p r o n t a d v *  v+adv+n+ ticular purpose: The kidsureall kinedout for t h ~  

u + n/pmn + adv + prep new rsJlWl yywc o The studio is krlled Out With 
, klck sth 'wer tomake sthfallon itssideby kick- h r n  sou&eguipmnf. 

ing it: SheuImost kicked the bucket ow,: -Kit swath out is usually used in the 
E!Q knock sth wer pas5ive. 
g v+n/pron+adv 4 v+adv+n gv+nlpmn+adv v+a&*n 

,kick 'up if a wind, a storm, etc. kicks up. it 
bwomes stronser kneel {niw (lmen+kn& /neltj.RmEaIso 
-bnly wlnd:~tom kneeled, k n & ~ l d )  
Qv+adv ,kneel 'down to get into a position where one ar 

,kick sth 'uptomakedust.sand, etc.riseintothe b t h  k n ~  are resting on the ground: He knelt 
air: The horse kwred up a cloud of dust. down k i d e  the &it 0 She ruas klWli7lg &WR, 

dirt, dust Ioohtng for somelhmgon theflmr: 
+v+adu+n +v+pron+rtbr* v+n+adv(mmj @"+a& 

,kick up a 'fusdstlnk etc, (abut sth) to 
cumplaln loudly about 8th 

6 v + dpmn + prep hy kickmg it: They W k I c k e d  lhepmnttibor i~ 
door 

&v+nrprwr+adv v+adv+n(Eess~wnfi 



knit ( 4 - 1  b 'knoebbmt odi lusuallv before noun1 EBrA 

,knlt bo'gether (Enfr ts usually &for t h e m  
few and past purticiple) when broken bones 
knit together, they grow together again: The 
rrhsare broken, but ihey'llknit together: 

Knit is also used with the same meaning. 
Q u+adv 

knock ~nak; .4rn~nock/ 

- abwt 163 - ~ n  - abwttqelher - in4nto 
- a W w r t h  -off 
-around -out, wtaf 
-around together 162 -over - arwnd wrth - t o g e m  
-back -UP 
-down 

,knack a'bout; ,knock a'bout sth (BYE) = 
KNOCK AROUND, KNOCK AROUND STH 

,hock ~b a ' h ~ t  (BrE) =KNOCK SB AROUND 

,knock sth a'bout (BrE) = KNOCK STH AROUND 

,knock a'bout wlth sb; ,knock a'bout 
together = KNOCK AROUND/ABOUT WITH SB, 
KNOCK AROUND/ABOUT TOGETHER 

,knock a'round; ,knock a'round sth (BrE 
also ,knock *'bout ,knock a'bwt ath) (iflor- 
ma €) 'i (es- l!y BrE, (often used m the p m g m -  
siue tenses) wed to say that sWsth is In a 
particular place, but is not doing anything or 
being used: These chocobtm how ken knocking 
around since New Yent o Has book was knockins 
around ttw h u w f o r  ages. o T- were a fefe;; 
kids knocking a b u t  in rhe slm? outside. 2 to 
Wave1 and live in various places: He spent am 
years knocking a b u t  Europe, oJ@ will know 
what to do-he's k n d d ~ 1 h u t a  bit(= has trav- 
elled and had a lot of experience of riserent 
situations), 
,sm, klck amund, klck amund rth 
+v+adv v+prep 

,knock sb a'round ( B r E o h  .knoclc sb a'-) 
(~nSornreI) to hit sb again and again: Her hw 
bandknacks herabout. 
6 v+nlpron+adv 

,knock 9th a'round ( B ~ E  a h  ,knock sth 
a'bout) 1 to h a t  sth roughly: to hammer or hit 
st21: The bulldem hnw started knocking our kit- 
chenubul.2(BrE) to kick st haround: Wesp@nf o 
few hours knocking a ball a h u t .  EB3 a ball EZ?3 
klck ath around 3 (ftdbrm0 to d~scuss an idea 
or a suggestion wlth several pwple: We knocked 
a f2w idws oborat at the meeting @Ei Idea Em 
klck 8th arwnd 
Q v+nlpmn+adv r v+edv+n 
F 'knockabout n ( B E )  a period of time spmt 
kicklng a ball around with other people: We had 
a kmkoboul in t h e p r k .  

- .  -, 
~cnockabout entertameit involves people act- 
ing ln a deliberately silly way, for examplefalling 
overor hlttlng otherpwple, in order to make the 
audience laugh 

,knock aGroun&a'bwt with sb; ,knock 
a'roundf8'bout together (BrE, r@rmaR to 
spend a lot of tlme a ~ t h  sb: She k k s  arawrd 
with Sohan. o She and S h u n  knock amund 
together o He knocks a h u t  wtfh some strange 
pe0p.Je1 
S!3 hang around wlth sb, hang amund 
together 
@v+adv+prap * v+adv+ab, 

,knock sb 'back 1 to prevent s b h  achieving 
sth Or making p r o m ,  especially by rejecting 
them or sth that they suggest o r a s k  He hQd ken 
k m k e d  back twice by the selection wmmitlee. 2 
to surprise or shock sb: The news m l l y  knack& 
me back 
Qv+nfpmn+adv + v+adv+n(mm) 
b 'knack-back n (BrE) an occasion when sb 
rejects you or sth that you suggest or ask; a 
refusal Kdon't think Imuld shnd anolherknock- 
back. 

,knmk sb 'back sth (Br& inform0 to cost sb a 
particular amount of money: Those h k s  
knocked me k k  ESD. o That mr must h u e  
knockedyou back a bit! 
E3 set sb back ath 

Knock sb back sth cannot be used in the 
passive, 
&v+nlm+nrhr+n - - -  -- 

,knock 8th 'back (!q%rnmaO to drink sth 
quickly: H e k m k d  h c k  twopints of kr: 
EE beer, coffee, etc. EE) Aylg +th 
@ v+adv+n * v+n/pmn+adv 

,knock sb 'down 1 if a car or another vehicle 
knocks sb down, it Mts them, offen killing or 
~njurlng them: She was knocked down by a bus 
FZ5 run sb m r  Knock sb down ~s often 
used in the passive in this meaning. 2 lo hit or 
push sb so that they fall to the ground or the 
floor: The wind WE. slmng emugh to b m k y o u  
down oHe k m k e d  &tun his opwnenl in she 
first round (= In boxing). 
-B . F W ~ h  KNOCK SB OVRR 
ev+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 
EQdyw could have knoelrstl me dmvn wHh a 
'featherused to express great surprise 
b 'knockdorm n an occasion in boxing when 
one competitor hits the other so hard that they 
fall to theground 
+ steak0  KNOCK-DOWN PRICE at KNOCK STH 
DOWN 

,knack sblsth 'down to persuade sb to ampt a 
lower price for sth: tomake the price of sth lower: 
He knodred Simon down so ES. o W k m k d  the 

p ~ d o w n I o f f a  o m d t d y o u m a ~ g e k 7 ~  
lhemdownfrwn f i m 3 t o f 4 W 0 7 0  He mwedto 
knoc~ thepriwdownernxmmwa 
IF) h a t  sblsth d m  
m g n c r c k  sb down sthandlmodt  nth down 
sth can also be used: We shoukl be die  to k m k  
t h m  down o few mu?&. o He knmked the prim 
downfive dollars. 
9 v + nfpron + adv v +adv + n (lasJqrren0 

,knock 5th 'dwm I to destroy sU1 and make It 
fall down uyou don'topen up, I 'mgoingbkmk 
the door down. o These old h o w  aregoing lo k 
knocked down. ESJ house, door EEl demollsh 
5th (moreformal) 2 (m eb) to sell sth to the per- 
son who offers most money at a publ~c sale (an 
auction): Thepainting was knocked down to me 
f ir  ESm. 3 to take sth apart, especially 
fllrnlture, so that it can besent or carried some 
where more easily 
~v+nlpmn+adw v+adv+n 
b 'Lnoclr-dorm prim n a much lower price than 
usual. lgot  these bwksat a k w k d o w n p r i m .  
3mahKNOCK-DOWNat KNQCK 58 DOWN 

,knock sth 'In; ,knack sth 'IWinto 8th 1 to 
make sth enter sth by hitting it, forexample with 
a hammer: She knncked some ~ i k  into the mlL 
2 to make sth go Into sth by hitting or kicking ~ t :  
Barnes k m k e d  in law goals o She R w k e d  t fw 
hhall into the net, goal, bmll 
Qv+nlpmn+adv * v+actv+n + v+nlpron+prep 

,knock 5th 'In sth to make sth such as a hole in 
6th by hitting: They knockedahokcnthewallfor 
tRe window 
IEJ hole 
Qv+nfpmn+m 

,knock 'off; ,knock 'OH rrth (ityorman to stop 
doing sth, especially work: Whnt time do you 
knocRofJ (work) loday? 
m work 
Qu+adv + "+prep 

,knock it 'oPT(spken, Ir&mml) used to tell sb to 
stop dolng 8th annoying: Knack it f l !Ihr  trying 
to concenlmle? 
@v+it+ach 

,knock sb 'oft (s-) 1 to murder sb: He was 
knocked off by anothergang. DB? krmp sb oPf 
(rnJorma0 2 ( B E ,  A, sbng) to have sex with sb 
Qv+nfpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,knock sb 'otf; ,knack sb 'oft sth tomahsb  
fall off sth by hitting them: 1w.s kwkedof l  my 
bike this morning(= by a car). 

' +v+nlpmn*abv*v+nlpmn+m 
,knock sth 'off 1 ( a h  ,knock sth 'wt) (irlfor- 

ma0 to complete sth quickly and without much 
effort: Thq e q w t  me m knock o r  (= write) a 
thousand wads rr day. B churn sth oout 2 
(BrE. slang) to s t d  sth: He3 knocking o r  TVs 
and video rewrdemo These brkes have k n  

k 1 w c k e d o f l 3 ~ , s l n n g ) t o a n a k e a m ~ o f a  
popular product to sell at a cheaper prim, often 
illegally 
Qv+a#v+n * v+nlpmn+adv 
b ' k n w k d  n WmE, frlfom0 a copy# often 
Illegalal, of a popularpmluct soldata chmpr price 

,knock sth 'm ,knock 8th 'off 8th 1 to 
M u m  the price, value, etc. of sth: We'w kmked  
DO off the price. o The shorl cui kn& about 
hay an hour off the jourq! o That hairstyle 
k m k s  years off your uge, IEZl lop sth off, lop 
sth off 8th 2 to remove sth, and usually make ~t 
fall to the ground, by hitting ~ t :  Who knocked that 
glass off the hbk? o She k&myg- o r  
+v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n + v+nlpmn*prep 
mi ml knock ywr 'MoeWhslld off (BrE, 
spoken, rnformal) used to show that you are very 
angry withsb,by threateningto hit themknoekl 
blow ubb 'sack off to impreas or surprlse sb 
vcrymuch 

,knock s'b 'out 1 (a& ,knock yourun 'out) to 
make sb fall asleep or become anmnscious: The 
bum on the head knocked me out cold. o He 
was kmked  out in She seventh round. o He mn 
shnighl into a bmppost,  knocking himself our 2 
(In boxing) to hit an opponent so hard that they 
fall to the ground and cannot get up within a 
limited time, so losing the fight 3 (also ,knock 
yoursan but) to make sb very tired, ill, etc. The 
course mmplelely knocked m out, o She's k m k -  
ing herself out with all thnt ~ r k .  4 ( i n f o r m n  to 
surprise sb very much; to have a strong erno- 
tional effect on sb: The movie m p n t n s l i c .  It 
k m k e d  me out. 
@ 1,2,3v+nlpmn+adv v+a&+n(kss 

frequent) 
4v+nlpmn*& 

t 'knockoul (also ' k m k d )  a 1 a person, a 
piece of clothiig, a performance, etc. that i s  
extremely attractive or Impressive: Her dough- 
#'$ an absolute knockout. 2 (in W i g )  a blow 
that ~s so hard that your opponent falls to the 
ground and cannot get up withina lfm~ted time, 
so losing the fight 
+St@ a h  KNOCKOUT at KNOCK SBlSTH OUT 

'knockout dmpa n [pl.] ( h m m )  mediche 
in Iiqu~d form that makes you sleeporfeel sleepy 

,knock sb~sth 'out; ,knock sbisth 'out of 
sth (sport) to defeat a penon or a team so that 
they cannot w n t ~ n u e  in thecompetition: F m  
knock.& Belgium out of the Europmn Cup 
@v+nlpron+a& *v+adv+n * 

r* nfpmn + a&+ prep 
t 'knackout (also 'knock-wt) n ( e l l y  B E .  
sgort)a competition in which the winningplayer 
or team a t  each stage goes on to the neKt stage, 
but the losing one no longer takes part in the 
competition: the European cup k?wckout o a  
knockout mmpelitfon 
-B see a h  KNOCKOUT at K N O C K  SB OUT 



knock wt 162 ...... ...... ....... ............... . ....... ~............ .........-.... ........ ...................... 

,knock sth 'out 1 =KNOCK STH OFF (iqf-l) 
Can you Knock out a quldr r e p ?  for me? 2 to 
remove sth with a hard blow: ShekrmM out her 
front W h  in thefill. BEl 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

,knack yourself 'out 1 = KNOCK SB OUT 12 = 
KNOCK SB  OUT^ z ( i r l l bd ,  ~U~~KWUUS, FSp~cbZly 
AmE) used to enmurage sb to do sth they have 
said they would llke to do,mnthoughyou do not 
understand why they want to do it. You writ lo 
help? Gmt, knock youmtf wt! 4 S m  you mn 
mkeouwtkmoking-knockyom~out!  
+v+pron*adv 

,knock sth 'out of sb to make sb lose their 
breath, because of a fall, a blow, ek: The force of 
t h e r m m  knack& the b ~ t h o u t o f h e r :  
m bmh,wlnd 
&v+nlpmn+adv+pp  

knock the 'stuffing out of sb (InfWmul) to 
make sb lose their energJ: enthusiasm or d- 
dence 

,knock nb 'wer if s car or another vehicle 
knocks sb aver, it hits them and oRen kills or  
1n~ui-e~ them: Hegot k m k e d o w r  by n bus. 
EE) run sblwlh omr 

Knock sb wer isoflen u& in the passive. 
I t  i s  not used as often a s  knock sb down or ran 
sb over. 
+ s e e a h ~ ~ o c ~  ss DOWN 

+v+nlpmn+a& + v+adv+n 
,knock rth 'mrtopwhorhitsth,makingitfall 

or  turn on itsside: You'uekm&&?nydrinkowr! 
o f'Il put  the candle here XI that it &snY get 
k m k e d o w r  
+v+nlpmn+adv e v*adv+n 

,knock to'gether (wpcially Bra if two things 
knock together, they touch each other with 
some force and make a sound: Viguratius) His 
k m  were knocking together withfridt. 
Q v + a d v  

,knock 8th b'gether 1 (also,knock sfh 'up) to 
make or complete sth quickly and offen not very 
well: I'I1 qurckiy knock some lunch t u g e t h ~  3 
(BrEj to join two or more m m s  or houses to 
make a single one: They'ue k n d &  the rm 
rooms together 0 make one big living mom. 
&v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,knock 'up (BrE, sport).(in tennis, etc.) to practise 
for a short t h e  W o r e  the beginning of a game: 
We knocked upforafew minutes beforeth match 
@v+adv 
b 'knoekup n (BrE) (intennis, etc.) a shart p c -  
t ice before a m e  

,knock sb 'up (informan 1 (Bra to wake sb by 
knocking on their dwr: Wauld you like me O 
knack you up in tltemrnlng? 2 ( e s p d ~ t l y  A m  
to make a woman pregnant 
Q l  v+dpron+adv 

Zv+nIpron+adv + v*adu+n 

,knock sth 'up =KNOCK STH TOGETHER 1 

know /neu;A&nw/ (knew W ; A ~ E  
nu:/knawn /naun:AmEnwn/) 

'know sbtsth as dh  t o d  sblsthbya particular 
name; tothinkthat sblsthhasaparticula~chara~- 
teristic or is a particular type of person or  thing: 
She is known io her f r iend7 as Beth. o It became 
knownas the mrst lorn1 compmy lo mrkfor 

Know s h t h  as 8th 1s usually used In the 
passwe. 
& v + nlp-m + prep 

be 'known fo* sth to be well known becaw of 
a particular characteristic, achievement or  fea- 
ture: The town is best knotonfor fts oncfent mi- 
uerslty. o He is not known for his mi! (= he is 
d e n  rude) 
&be+v+prep 

'know A h m  Btobeabletorewgnleethediffer- 
ence between two things: She doesn't know a 
Rolls Roywfrorn a Remu €1. 
=Know sthkom sthcannot bewed  in the 
passive. 
9 v + nlpron + prep 

not know ywr  ,urn  frwn pur blbow W E ,  
A, slang) used to say that you think sb is very 
stupld or completely lacking in skill 

'know of sbtsth to have heardof sbMh, butnot 
have very much information about or experi- 
ence of themlit: 'Has he ever km in trouble with 
the mlice?' 'Not that I know M ' o I  know of one 
student urho faiM the e a r n  twice. 0 I know of 
he6 but we'venever actuallymt. 
e V + P ~ P  

,knuckle ' d m  (to sfh) (.bformb to bgln to 
work seriously at eth, usually after a period 
when you have not worlted hard: It's tune to 
knuckle down (tosome hard work). 

buckle down (to 8th) 
Qv+adu 

,knuckle 'under (to &/nth) ( iarmnt)  to  accept 
or adm~t defeat and do what you are told or  what 
you have to do: Tho* who Mused to knuck& 
under muere imprison&. 
Q v + a d v  

kow'tow to *lath (itbformnl) toshow sblsth too 
much respect and be too willing to obey thm: I 
mfse 60 kowlow to anyone. 
Q V + P V  

labour ~ E I  IAmE l a b )  l'lerbalr)! Beinntoooubmdien Iondedhertn trouble. o How . . .  . . 
'labour u& sth WE) (form0 1 I o j b  wed in 

theprogmsiue ! em)  to believe 8th that is not 
true: to ik labouring under a delwion o She was 
labouring under the impression that he hebwd her 
E E  mlsappmh.nskon, delwim 2 to And a sltu- 
ation very difficult because of sth. The new gov- 
ernment LS iabouring under a hugedtbt. 
O v + prep 

lace 0e1sl 
,lace 'up; ,lace nth 'up to tie the slrhgs that go 

through the holes on a shoe to fasten i t  (shoe- 
laces or  laces): She laced her shoes u p  
EZl shws, boots do up, do sth up 

Lace s th  isalsoused w~th th i s  meaning. 
Qu+Wpmn+adv v+adv+n 
r 'la-p n [usually pl.] (EM) shoes fastened 
wilh strings: dso child, shealways worn l ~ u p x  
0 laceup upshoes 

'lace sth wlth sth 1 to put a small amount of 
sth, such as alcohol, a drug, poison, etc. into a 
drmk:Sotneo~e hadlaoedihemt'smilk w i t h a b  
hoL 2 (especuriiy BrE) to put a lot of a w r t i c d a r  
quality intosth such asaspeech, a piece of writ- 
ing, elc: The show is Inoed with black humour o 
She Eeaas her smrfm with i r o ~  W Lace sth 
with 8th is usually used in the passive in thm 
meaning. 

v + nlpmn + prep 

ladle / l e d /  

,ladle sth 'out to  serve food with a large spoon 
or in large quantities: He ladled out the soap. 2 
(somaslmes dimpprouing) to give sb a lot of sth, 
especrally money or  advlce 
e v + a d v + n  + v+nlpron+a& 

lag mt c ~ s )  

,lag b'hlnd; ,lag W h i d  ab/sth 1 to be 
hehind sblsth because you are walking more 
slowly: Everyone ran down to the bwch, bui Amy 
l a g g d  khihind. o Swie lagged hhtnd the other 
chiMwn. 2 (In sthlln dolng sth) to progress 
develop more slowly than others: We are lagging 
far behind our Europwrr comp?riiors In using 
new lechnololey. 
+v+adv v + m  

land ~ m d /  

'Iand In ah;  'lam1 sbryourseH In sth (Ww- 
man to get 8Wyourself into trouble or  a dimcult 
s~tuation: She Eandpd in m m f i r  smling a cur o 

did i bnd myse~f  fn such a m ? o  He m l l y  
landed us in it!!(= got us i n t o h u b l e l  
Q v+ prep + v + n l p n  prep 

,land 'up (BrK fllformnl) l [tadvlpmpl to reach a 
final pusit ion or situation: She landed up in h& 
p~ ta l  wilh a brahen kg. o The warn wasdiveM 
and w landed up in York o The dlsh slip@ out 
oJ my hafidsandbndedugontheJbor o IIanded 
up with more work than I muld m g e .  2 Iand 
up dolng sth to end by doing sth or having to do 
sth that you had not planned to do: They Inndd 
up p y r g f o r  thadarmge. o We lnnrIed UP spend- 
ing thenight at theairport. 
EE) end up: Rnlsh up 
0 I v+adv 

2v+adv+-ing 
'land abyouraelf wlth shth;  'land 

sbrywrseH wRh dolng sth (iqforml, espe- 
cial$ Brfi,) to give sWyourself an unpleasant or  
d~fficult task todeal with. We'veIrrndedoumlws 
wrfh the most bringjobof the lot. o Igot Ionded 
wrth clearing up the mess. o They landed the 
organizothn with a huEe bill. 
I E l  saddle sb/yauwtf wtth sbtsth, raddh 
sbrywrsetf wRh do6ng ath 
RElil Land sb with sblsth and land sb with 
doing sth are often uscd In the passive, usually 
with get. Gum whogot laded wilh wushingihe 
dkhfs9 
@ v + n l p n  + prep 

,lap sth 'up I to receive sth such a s  praise or  a 
kmd m a r k  with p l e m  without thinking 
about whether i t  is true or not: The bnby wus lap 
ping up the amt ion he wasgetting. o She lapped 
up h t s j l a t t e ~ ~ ~  2 to drink all of 5th with great 
enjoyment: Thecat l appedup themm.  
+v+a&+n v+p-m+adv + v + n + a d v ( h  

frequent) 

'lapse lnto sth 1 to passgradually into a worse 
or less active state or  condition: They lapsed into 
silence. o The munbry lapsed into chuos. o to 
Irrpse into u n o p ~ ~ ~ i o ~ c s ~ e s s l a  #nu E L  sllenm, 
un-clousmss 2 to start speak~ng or  tehav- 
ing in a diflerent way. often one that 1s less 
acceptable: She lop% im.F'r@lu:h when shearnY 
think of a word in Englrsh. 
~ ) Y + P ~ P  



lard ~ l a - a ; m l a - r d t  

'lard sdh with 8th ( ~ ~ v l ~ )  to include 
a lot o f  aparticular kind of words or expressions 
in a speech or in a piece of writing: Hiswnvem- 
lion was Inrded with Rmlnn prowrbs. 

b r d  sth with 6th is nearly always used in 
the passive. 
@v+nlpmn+~mp 

lark /la:k; ~ r n ~ l a r r k l  

,lark a'Ma'mund (oldflmhionad, BrE, i@r- 
ma0 to enjoy y o m I f  by behaving in a silly way: 
S o w  kids mrehrkingabut in rheslroppingmrre. 
F53 mess around 
Q v+adv 

,lash 'down If rain fashes down, it falls heavily: 
The min Insheddawn. 
+v+adv 

,lash 'out (at sblrth) I to make a sudden violent 
attackonsb:Helashedoutatus. o JimInshedoW 
wrth bothfisls. 2 to criticize sWsth in an angry 
way: She hW out at th@ m m n y  for treating 
hersrrbadIp I!BE) hltout (atsbtstk) 
+v*adv 

last /last; ~ d l a e s t t  

,last 'Qd, ,last sth 'out I to survive for a period 
of time: How hng mn we ht out without wa&? 
o T k  &tors thought he might not mof oui the 
night. 2 to continue in the same situation or 
manage to do 8th for a particular length of time: 
He mnde it O the s m m l t ,  bud a1 one p in t  P 
thought he m ' t  going lo Iast ow. o She h t d  
outfor a week without smoking. o Can you last 
out the day without using your phone? 3 to be 
enough for a particular length of time: Our sup 
plies should h t  out until the end of the month. o 
MlI the food h t  out the w k ?  hold olrt 

Last sth out cannot be used in the passive 
Last and last sth are used frequently with the 

same meanmgs. 
@v+adv * v+adv+n v+prwr+a& 

v + n + advlfpss~wnt) 
, la l  sb 'out (ofm humoml~ri) to live or oontinue 

longer than sb else: My gmndmotlaer is sofit ond 
hmIlhyshe'lIpmbably last us 011 out! 
6 v + nlpron + adv 

,latch 'on; ,latch 'onto s b ( a h  ,lot& 'on to sb) 
( iqfoml) to follow sb around, often when they 
do not want you with them: He lalched onto us 
and ~ m u ~ n ' t  get rid of him. 
Q v+adv v+prep v+adv+ prep 

,latch 'an; ,latch 'onto sth ( a h  'm ao 
sth) 1 to become attached to sth: The u i m  
latches onto the red bEoodcelIs. 2 to be interested 
in an rdea, a Cash~on, etc, and use it for your own 
purposes: The government haw IrsiWted onto 
e n v i r o n ~ u ~  i s s w  to win uom. o They have a 
reputationlor lotchingontoallthe lotestcmzes, 4 
Young childmn latch onto phmes and rem 
them over end over 3 (BrE, inform0 to under- 
stand an idea, what sb Is saying, etc: It t m k  hima 
while to latch onto thew style of hunaou~ o She 
m n  latchdonlo the &a. o It m o d ~ u l t  mn- 
mpt t o g m u  bul Sam h t c M o n  very quicklj 
+ v + m  v + w p  * v+adv+pmp 

laugh I I ~ A ~ E W !  

'faugh at s ~ u r a e t f t o m k e s h & m m e I f  seem 
stupid by making Jokes abut thewyourself; to 
nor be t w  ser~ous about sblyourself: They were 
bughing at hrm khind h b  back. o We all 
lau~hed at Jane when she mid she b e l i e d  in 
ghosfi o I lnughed at mywU for hlieuing such 
an unlikely stop. 

laugh at ab can be used in the passive: 
Nobody likes Lo belaughedat. 
e v+ prep 

'laugh at sth 1 to show thatyoufidslh€unnyor 
amusing: You Muer hugh (I# my j o k .  o The 
whole chss wus laughing at him clowning 
omand. 2 to make sth seem stupid by makinaking 
jokes about it: He was laughing or my accent. 
EE) rldlcuki rth (mom form2) 
W h u g h  at sth can be used in the passive: He 
doesn't Iikp his ideakinglaugheder. 
Q v + prep 

,laugh 9th 'off ( W r m n i )  to try to make people 
think that you do not m a b o u t  sth, or that it 1% 
not senousor important, by rnakingajokeabout 
it: He lnughed OH suggestions i b r  he had 
appmwhd lo be manager of ihe England teaearn 
o It was an emhrmssingsituation, but she man- 
aged to laugh it OR 
@v+adv+n + v+pmn+adv 4 v + n + a d v ( h  

fwuent1 

launch / h t j /  

'hunch into 8th; 'launch yourself Into sth 
to start do~ng sth in a very enthusiastic way; to 
start to attack sb physicaIly or with words: She 
lalrnchedintoanexpZanationof haw themnchine 
tuorked. o We &n'l want to launch oumlu~s  into 
the wrong enterprh. o T k  band krwtched into 
oneof their best kmwn songs. 
El speech, explenatlon, chdlenge 
&v+prep 4 v+pron+prep 

,launch 'out (Into 8th) to begin to do sth new or 
different in a confident way: She's decided she 
has enough mr i ence  lo launch orrron h e r u m  

v+adv 

lavish ITEWLII ,lay d h  In VbrmoO to get a supply of sth and . -. 
'IavEsh 8th on sWsth ( a h  'tavlsh sth upon 

sblsth m o r e @ m O  to give a lot of sth, often too 
much, to sWsth: They luuished such care on that 
house! o He was jealous of the attention lavished 
on his s i s k  o Mrlrions OJ pounds were lavished 
on resZorirrg the buildmg 
BQi attenttan, pralse, cam 
E Z i l  hv i sh  sth onlupon sWslh, is d e n  used in 
the passwe. + v nlpron + prep 

lay (lald, law /lerd/) 

,lay a'bout sb (wtth ah)(espmtcrllySrE) to attack 
sb violently physically or sometimes with 
words: He s- to Zoy a b u t  me with his walk- 
ingstick. 
+'+prep 

,lay sth a'slde (form0 1 to put sth to one side 
and not use it or think about it: I hid  my book 
aside ondpicked up the ImZet: o O@uratiw) They 
Inid wide their d f l e m m  until the crisis was 
over 2 (ah  ,lay sth 'by Zessfreqwnt) to keep sth 
to use in the future; to save sth: Haw you laid 
canythhg wide for your oldwe? 
EZEj put sth aslde; set sth aside 

-. Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
,lay $th beYore sblsth to present a proposal, 

some information, etc. to sb for them to think 
about and dectde on: The bill turn hid befimPaT- 
lfoment. 

v + nlpmn + prep 
pay  &I 'by =LAY sm ASIDE 

,lay sth 'down 1 toputsthdownorstopushgit: 
Hestop& writlngand laidclown hhpen o They 
Mud to lay down theiram. put sWsth 
down 2 if you lay down a d e ,  or a principle, 
you state officially that p x p l e  must obey it or 
use it: Thegovernment has In tddownprdum 
for negotiating lenchers'my. o CZwr guidelim 
have been bid down for religious teaching in 
s c b k .  EZl guldellnea, ruler, wndlnons 3 to 
establish sth that will dwelopor kuseful inthe 
fhture: Gwd wring habits can be lard down in 
chiIdhw3. 4 to produce sth that is stored and 
gradually increases: you eat too much, th? sur- 
plus i s  Iard down as fat. F5E3 fat El34 Lay sth 
down is usually used in the passive in t h ~ s  mean- 
ing. 5 (Brm to store sth, especially wlne, to w e  
inthefuture:She has laid down hundredsof bob- 
tks of port. ElJ bottles, wlne 

1,4v+adv+n 4 v+nlpmn+adu 
2,3,5 v +a& + n + v + pmn +adv + 
v + n + a d v ( m )  
lay down the 'law to tell sb Armly what th@Y 

can or m n o t  do lay dorm your 'lh (for shhtk) 
to die willingly In order to save sb or because o f  
sth that you believein 

store i t  to use in the future: I've bid in enough 
logs for the minter 
rsrm)gfdsthln + v+adv+n + v + d p n + a d v  

,lay 'Into s b t h  (vrlth ah)(Forsth/for dolng sth) 
(iRformn0 to attack sblsth violently, with words 
or blows: Slne bid into him with her@&. o He 
hid into thegovernment forspending m iUW of 
pounds on buildings nobody wan red. 
FEE) rfp fnta sblsth (wlth sth) (for s t h h t  ddng 
Sth) 

G + v + P ~ P  
,lay 'off; ,lay 'OW sbmth: ,lay 'off doing sth 

(iflormai) used to tell sb to stop doing sth that 
irritates or annoys you: Lay off! You're m i n g  
up my home~uork! o Loy off  him, he's still h r n -  
ing. o L a y  ofl bullykg your b m W ?  
(gv+adv r v+prsp 

Jay 'off sth: Jay 'off doin(l sth (ii@rmO to 
stop doing or using sth harmful: You s h l d  LXV 
off aIcuhuUdrinking fora while. 
Q v + prep 

,lay sb 'offtodisrnissworke~g, usually forashort 
time, because there is not enough work: We've 
had to Inyoff hundredFof wrkem. 
Q v + nlpron +adv r v + adv+ n 
b 'lay-off n I [C] an act of dismissing workers 
because there is not enough work: The &is hos 
caused thousands of byofls. 2 [usually sing.] a 
period of time when sb is not able to take part in 
anactiv~ty or asport that they usually do 

,I y sth 'on (BrE, LnformD to provide orarrange 
sth for sb, for example fwd, transport or enter- 
talnment: Extra buses were hid on dUrIng the 
trarn strike. o She had hid on teafor theplayen. 
+v+adv+n r v+nlpron+adv 

lay Itlsth an wlm a r-l: fay A on rhlck 
(tnformn to talk about sbfsth in a way that 
makes them seem much btter or worse than 
they really are; to exaggerate 8th: He u ~ ~ s  Wing 
on the flattery with a trowi. o Calling him a 
genius is Iaying it on a bit thick! 

,lay sth 'on sb ( i~&rmaO 1 to force sb to deal 
with sth unpleasant or dMcult: I'm sorry lo lqy 
ailthisurorkonyou. Z(AmE)tobreakbadorsur- 
prisingnews tosb: Sony lo lay this on you, but 
he's neverwming Wk. 
Q v + nlpmn + prep 

,lay sb 'out 1 (informal). to knack sb uncon- 
scious: He Inid his opponenr wl with a single 
blow. 2 to prepare a dead body to be buried 
+v+ntpmn+adv r v+adv*n 

Jay sth "ut 'I lo spread sth out ready touse or so 
that ~t can be seen easily: h y  out all She chth 
you want 0 Dke, o lay all the cards out on the 
table. 2 to plan how sth should look and arrange 
it in this way: Thy hid the stmts out on a grid 
partern. o a wIl laid out CVlmwn.6 3 to present 



or explain sth clearly a n d  caremy: At the laemeeG 
ing, he hid out his plans for the mmpany. 4 (on 
8th) (informa0 ta spend money: We Iatdouf thou- 
sands renomtingthehotrw. 
+v+rdpmn+adv + v+adv*n 
b 'Faywtn [usually sing.] theway In which sth is 
arranged: He still recoiled the layout the how 
pe!fectly. o TThe mgazine has a wg atrracslve 
layofit. 
b 'outlay n [C] IUl the money that you spend on 
5th. espedally when you start a new pmject: an 
o u t b  of $4W DW o Wkal m y o u r  initial outlrry 
on aqulpmenl? 

,lay 'Up to hide somewhere or do nothing for a 
while They Iay up fn a wve until itgot hrk. 
Qv+adv 

,lay sb 'Up (irdormal) if sb is laid up they are 
unable to work or take part in an activity 
bemuse they are Wslck or injurer? I luas laid up 
lor a month w ~ l h  a broken leg. o He has land 
up withflufir a wk. 
65tiN Lay sb up is nearly always wed in the 
passlve. 
Qu+nlpron+adv + v+arhr+n 

,ley sth 'up 1 (for yoursen) (BrE) If you lay up 
trouble or pmblems for yourselt you do sth that 
will result m difficuities later You're hying up 
probLemsforwurseIf hy not tackling this now. 2 
to stop using a vehicle, ship, etc. because you do 
not need it, or it has lo be repaired: Our bwt is 
bid up d u r w  the winkr month$. W L a y  sth 
up IS often used in the passive in t h ~ s  meanlng. 
Qv+adv+n + v+rdpron+adv 

laze /lea/ 

,laze a'round; laze a'mund sth EBrEaLw,?mo 
e'bwt, ,laze a'boul sth) te spend your time 
relaxing and doing very little: He hedabout all 
day. o They kued arourrd the p m l  in the ofter- 
nwn. 
EE5 Ils around, lk m n d  sth: lounge 
aboutreround. lounge 8bouVamund sth 
Qv*adv v+prep 

,laze sth #way to spend a period of time relaw- 
mr: and doing very little: We Irrzedouroy thesum- 
meron the W h .  
~ v + n l p m + a d v  v+adv+n 

lead (led, ~ s d  

,lead 'Into 8th 1 if a subject or a discussion 
leads into sth, it mows naturally into a second 
subject or d ~ m i o n :  Thw led into a discussion 
on gender d ~ r e r e m .  o Fair and group twrk 
of ln  h d s  into a whole class discussion. 2 if a 

66 ..................... 11 *....... _. .... ................*.............................~. .... . *........ .- 
mom, a door. a street, etc. leads into a place, it 
opensinto~toroonnectswith it: Theahrledinto 
a tiny kitchen. E@Ll door, room, mad 
QV+PWP 
b 'lead-In (to ah) n an introduction to a subject, 
a story, etc: We iuunt a striking W - i n  to the 
newplogmmme. 

,read 'off (wlth sth)(esmInllyAmE) tostartadis- 
cussion. rneet~ng, etc: Ewryone will have a 
chum lo s w k  Wouldyou like m W o f l  
+v+adv 

,lead 'OH nth; ,kad Wf from sth 1 if astreet 
Eeads off (from) a place, it  starts there and gaes 
away from it: He mmied to a street I d r g  off 
from) the corner of the wuaw. 2 if a room, a 
door, etc. leads off(fmm) a place, it connects dlr- 
ectly with it: A1I the rooms kad@ the main h i l .  
+v+prep + v+adv+prep 

,lead sb 'on (irlformal) to decetve sb and make 
them k l i m s t h  that is not true, especially that 
you love them or h d  them attractive: You 
shouldn't h u e  W him on like lhnt. + v + nlpron + adv v +adv + n ( I e s sJkqm)  

'lead to 8th; 'had sb to sth ( a h  ,bad 'on to 
sth, )sad sb 'on to sth) to result in a p a r - c u h  
action or event; to force or persttadesb to take a 
particular action:Llulngindamp wnditbmcan 
lead to serhus hwlthpro&m. o What ledyou to 
this mnclusion? o The increase in the number of 
motor vehkles has led to an inmaw in a u b  
crimes. o The wlim have oflered a reward for 
irlformcrtlon leading lo the conviction of the 
chrld's killers. o She rIPscriM how her ear& 2% 
had led her to herprofmlon as an arlist. o O m  
thing kd to another and hfom Bng Sue and I 
were engaged. 
Bmn Lead sb to do sth can alsa b UsRd with 
t h ~ s  rneanmg: ShedescriMhow hermrly Iffiled 
her to twomean onkt 
@v+prep * v+nlpmn+pmp v+adv+prep 4 

v+ nlpmn + adv + prep 
,lead 'up to sth 1 to bethe inimIuction to or the 

cause of sth: The b m k  dmribes the perid Iead- 
ing up to thesturt of the m r  o Pblice are ImvePti- 
gatingthechainof ewnb that led up to her death 
2 to prepare to talk about sth or ask a dimcult 
question by gradualIy intmducing the subject 
you want totalkabout: What emcflyareyou Zedzead 
inguptolo HemmedtokEeadinguptoaskinga 
di.tjTcultqwtion. 
Qv+adv+prep 
b ,lead-'up (to sth) n [sing.] (Brm a period of 
ttme or an event or series of wents before 
another event or activity: in the led-up to the 
election 

,Is& 'through sth to turn over the pages of a 
book, a magazine etc. quickly without reading 
them carefully or in detail: She picked up a bm- 
chureond Wed thmwh ti. 
EEI pages Rlck through sth 
e V + P ~ ~ P  

Ilea k t l ~ k /  

,leak 'out if s m t  information leaks out, it 
becomes known to the public when it should 
remain secret: He was luorried aboul what might 
h a p p n  if the news W e d  out. 
rn getwt 
(4v+adv 

lean nim/ ~ ~ s a f i e c r ,  leaned, B ~ E  a h  ~eant,  
leant /h?nt/l 

'Isan agalnsZron sthlsb Jean 'up agalnst 
sth to rest agamst or on sthlsb far support: 
Laurn lenned m k l y  agarmt the dm% o We W 
our bikes leaning up agaitrsl the wa I!. o You mn 
lwn on my arm. 
+ SR?a.k0 LEAN ON SBkTH 
+v+pmp + v+adv+prep 

' k n  8th agalnsWon sth; ,lean 5th 'up 
against sth to make sth rest against or on sth 
in  a sloping posit~on: He leow his head on his 
hand ond closed his eyes. 0 Maggie JeoM the 
broom up agurnsl the wall. 
4 v + nlpron + prep + v + ntpron +& + p p  

'lean on sb (informar) to try to make sb do slth by 
thmtening them:  the^ are leaning on him 0 
makehim wilhdmw hismmpbints. 
-Lean on ~b can be used in the pass* I 
was berng h B a n e d  on. 
e v + p w  

'ban on swath ( e h ' k a n  upon sb(sth morefir- 
mal) to depend on sb/sth. It's @ lo haw some- 
one 0 lean on, o She was unsure of hmse.!f and 
h t w d  haauily on herfrkndsfor supmrt. 
+ S R  a h  LEAN ACAINST/ON SBlSTH 

Q V + P ~ ~ P  
,lean to'wads sth (also ,loon t o w  ak) to 

support or tend to prefer aparticular idea or pol- 
itical party: I'mnot surehow I'mgoinglouote bul 
I'm leanrngtowardsfheD?mmls. 
@ v + prep 

Jean up a'gainst 8th 
4 S e t a h  LEAN AGA~NST~ON STHkB 

,lean slh up a'gainst sth 
+ seealso I.EAN STH AGAINSTION STH 

'kan Upon sb/3th =LEAN ON 8 8 k T H  

leap (leapt, leapt {leptl or lea&, loapd)  

'leap at sth toacceptskheagerlxwithout hesitat- 
ing: She leaptot the c h a m o f  w*ing in Paris. 
EEl chance, opportuntty IFB Jump at 8th 
e v + prep 

'leap on sih ( a b  'leap upan s* mom form0 
( e s ~ i a l l y  BrEj to suddenly become very inter- 
ested in an idea or a suggestion. especially 
W u s e  you thlnk it will give you an advantage: 
Thepress Iwpton thestory. 
Q v + prep 

,leap 'out at sb if sth, especially sth written, 
Ieaps out at you, yw see it immediately: His 
name Jump leeptoutat wt al me sb from thepage. 

Q v+ adv + prep 
,leap 'up to stand quickly and suddenly when you 

have k e n  sitting: He leapd up and ran to aT1su.w 
the* 
)9Y*) jump up 
Qv+adv 

'leap upon sth (ePpeciall~ Brm =LEAP ON STH 

leave IMX/ w, IOR /leftfi 

,leave sth a'slde to not discuss or consider a 
particular idea or issue: Lsaningasidewrpnrk- 
rng space, the housing deveEopmnt is Loell 
planned. oLet us Ieaw mida the puestlon of 
msisfor the mment. o Kauing that us&... 
BEl questlmn, thatlthl. problem 
Q v+adv+n + v+pron+adv + v + n + a d v ( h  

Jreqwnfl 
,leave aksth be'hlnd to make p r o g ~ ~ s  much 

faster than sb else: Thenewcar fsgorngt~ leave 
the cumpetition far hhihind. 
@ v+ nlpron adv 

,leave sbtsth be'hlnd: ,leave &sth be'hlnd 
sb 1 to go away from a place without taking 
sblsth because you have forgotten thewit: S o w  
M y  has l$t thn'r umbrella behind. o Waif - 
don't h u e  me behindr2 to go away from a place 
while the result of sth you have done stays them 
T k y  wore gloves so as not to leaw any finger- 
prints khind Ithem). 3 ta leave a p e m n  or plaoe 
permnentln especially in order to begm a new 
life: He was anrious to leave the pus! behind 
(htm). oShe $ i s a p e  a yaor ago heaving 
behind a boyfriend and a ml! h b y  4 to have 
sblsth remaining after your death: He didat  the 
age of 33. hv ing  behind a wife and three young 
chiidren. 

Leaw sbkth is a h  often used with all 
these meaning?.: Thqr w r e  glova so as not to 
lea ue anyflngerprhts. 
&v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n v+nlpmn+prep 



leave In IM 

,I- nth 'in lo not remove sth for example h m  
a bmk, a piem of writing, etc: Make sure YOU 
h u e  thatpamgmph in. 
Em leave am out 
+v+nlprcn+adv r v+&+ n 

,leave 'ow, ,leave 'off sth: ,leave 'off ddng 
9th (BrE, i?$ir~~ormtrn to stop doing sth: Lee 
shouted othim, but he muldn'l kawofl o Would 
you lwveoff mhnf you aredoingfor o moment7 o 
We're going to try and begin where they Z& ofl: o 
'WiI!yo~ ~ R w  off ~ g g i n g ? ' k ~ h O ~ t e d .  
Q v + a d v  r v+adv+n v+adv+-ing 

,leave sbkth '0% Jeaw sbbth 'off sth to  
not include or mention sbtsth. espxially on a 
list: Haue I L$tanyoneoff the [ffit? 
Qv+nlpmn*adv 4 v+abv+n + v+nlpron+prep 

,Seam sth 'an 1 if you leaw clothes on, you con- 
trnue wearing them:Leawyourshmon. 2 tonot 
switch sth off. J f i w d  the ielevision had been I@ 
onallnrght. 
BE) keepsthon EEB learssth0W;swftck 
Sth off 
+v+nlpmn*adv v+adv+n 

,learn It 'out (BrE, infoml) I used to tell 8b to 
stop doing sth silly or annoying 2 used to tell sb 
that you think whai they have sald k stupid, or  
that you do not believe it: Two million dolIarsP 
Lwve it out! 
+v+it+adv 

,leave sb 'out, ,leave rb 'out of sth to not 
include sb deliberately: Itsem& unkindto &us 
Da&y out. so we invital her too. o There was an 
oulcry when he rn lefl out of the learn. 
EE9 uxciude rb (mom JormQ 
ev+nlpmn+adv o v+adv+n 

v+ ntpmn + adv+ prep 
left 'out odj unhappy because you have not 

been included in sth: IfeIta bit l&out. 
,leave sbsth 'OM ,leave s h t h  'out of sth 

1 to not involve sWsth In s t h  Laaw my brother 
outof this-hehndnofhingfodo with if. 2 tonot 
include swath either accidentally or  on purpose: 
H a w  I lefl anyone o u E o  You can h u e  out the 
gory W i k .  o This ts $pelf mmnglj You'w le~? 
out the 'e: o Yora'w lefl rlre second 7n' out of 
'wmrnifte:oYou'us Lg7 out an h' in 
'mmmrttee: ornil 8th (morefirmnf) 
+I v+nlpron+adu v+nlpmn+adv+prep 

2v+adv+n * v+n&mn+adv 
v+nlpron+adv*prep 

be ,Ml 'cnrer (h urn) (of f o d  or money) if 
fwd, money, etc. is lefl over, it remainswhen the 
rest has been eaten ar  uwi  up: &k I'wpoid my 
rent and hughifaad there isn't much ouer to 
spand on books o There roas plenty qf focd k$ 
ouer rifler the pa* o Thew's some rice kft ouer 
from Iunch. 
g be+v+adv 

b 'leffmrw n t [usually pl.] fwd that has 
not been eaten and remains after a meal 2 a cus- 
tom, tradition, etc. that belongs to an earlier 
time but still exists: Thew norrow roMts ore a 
leffawrfrom the &ys@ horse-drawn mrriages. 
b 'l&owr adj [only before noun] remaining 
because ~t has not bzen eaten or  used: Iflover 
uegetahkdfubrk 

'leaw sb to sth to go away from sb sa that they 
can continue what they were doing before you 
m e ,  or do 8th without your help: (infirmi) fl 
you don't need m a n y  m, I?[ Iwvepou to it. o 
I'I! Imueyou toyour lunch. 
9 v+ rJpmn + mp 
UZ4 leave sb to thelr arm deblcea to leave sb 
alone to do as they wish: Once J'w mpInined 
things to him 1 lend to h u e  him to h b  own 
devices. 

lend /lend! (lent.  ant /lentn 

,lend 'out (to sb) to  allow sb to borrow sthfor 
a perid of time: The Me- h k s  cannot be 
lentout. 
+v+nlpron+adv o v+adu+n 

'lend Rwlfrnemsah to sth (Tornurl) to be 
su~table for sth: Science tn ekmenlcrry schoois 
tends iwy mlf 10 learning through plqy. o Not 
all  materials lend themsel~toscienlifrcduting. 

let bet1 MW. kt, let) 

- down -m 
169 -in, into -wt 

-In lor 170 -past 
-in on 
-into 

-mmush 
-UP 

*riff 

,let Sb ' clown I to fail to helpor supportsb in the 
way that they hoped or  expected: She mid she 
would help, but let lhmn down a t  the k t  minute. 
o It's important ourdectsion -2 letdown our  
customers. o me car has never let me down. o f 
fill I'd k e n  badly let down by the mmpany. 2 to 
tell sb  some bad news in a k ~ n d  way so that they 
w f l  not be too disappointed or upset: Tha k& 
will be really upset the trip's been mncelkd - bry 
io let them downgently. 
+v+nlpmn+advl alsov+adu+n 

let the 'slde down (BrE) to disappoint your 
family, friends, team, etc, by not being assuccess- 
ful as they expect, or  not helping or  supwrting 
them: John wuEd new ld the side down. 01 
k n e w I m  L#frng thesidedown (= disappinting 
my family, etc.) by not going mmlkge. 
b 'letdorm n [C, usuailIy sing.] [U] something 
that is not as good as you thought or hoped it 
wouldbe: Themtrteloesgreat buttheendingrws 
a bzt of a kt-ck~wn. 

1 ,,,,-,,.....-....... ........ ........ .............. , . . . . . . , , . . . . . . . , , , . . . . . , , , , , .. . . , ....A,..... ... 

,kt 'down; ,let yourself 'down to 
make sblsthlyou~self less successfhl or impres- 
elve than theylitlyou should be: Her knowiedgeof 
Italian ~sexwiIent, but herpronunciotian lets her 
down, o His clothes kt him down. o if you don't 
m r k  hard for these emm, you'll only b? letting 
youmZf down. 
+v+nlpmn+&+v+adv+n 

,kt 8th 'down I to  make sth go lower We kt tlse 
bucket down on a rope. IEB I- sth (more for- 
man 2 to make sth longer, especvatly an Item of 
clothingsuchasask~rtor adress Imgoingto [el 
the hem down a wwk of mntimatres. FEB take 
mth up3(BrE) toallow theair tocomeout of sth, 
such as a tyre: The fym on his car had ken let 
down durrng the night. tyre BE) detlate 
ath IformcrI) 
+v+ntpron+adw v+adv+n 

tet your 'halt d a m  (In$ormaR to relax and 
enjoy yourself, often in a wild or lively way: Isow 
my parents letting their hair down on the dance 
floor 

,M sbrsth In; ,let yourself 'In; ,let sb/sth! 
y~urself 'Into sth to allow sWsthlyourselE to 
enter a roomor a building: Letme in!lt'smIdout 
here. o Theguard refuses to iel mtyorne in without 
a smrzty pass. o She let hersew inso theJkt. 
&v+rdpmn+adv v+adv+n 4 v+n/pron+pnp 

,kt sth 'In to allow sth such a s  water or light to 
enter a plam through a hole: Thsw was a hole in 
theroof #hat let themin in. o I d m  thecurtuim 
bock to kt in mme light. 
EUi IIgM, mln 
Em Let sth in cannot be wed in  the mssive. 
,@v+nlpmn+adv r v+adv+n 
b 'Inlet n 1 a narrow strip of water which g ~ e s  

Worn the sea or  a lake into the land: a nar- 
m w l s h e l M  inlet 2 the part of a machine 
through whiih air, gas or  he1 enters: a 
flre~pm?r inlet 

,kt sb!yourself 'In for 8th (tqforrrm0 to  allow 
yourself to become involved In sth difficult or 
unpleasant: i7 I'd known what I was kiting 
mysev m f o ~  I'd never have ugmd to hefp. o 
What hawyou kt me in for? 

Let ~Wyomelf in for sth cannot be used 
in the passwe. It is often used in  questions with 
what. 
@ v + dpmn + a&+ prep 

,let ab 'In an 8th (BrE a h  ,,let ab 'Into sth) 
(tMormu0 to allow sb to share a secret: Am you 
going lo IeZ #hem in on your phm? o I wanW to 
let Chris m on the mret. o f"ld &you inlo a little 
secret. 
r n a e u o f  
Q v+ nlpmn + a&+ prep v + nlpmn + prep 

69 I8l O M  ............ ........ .................................... ...*..................~..... ..... ....... ...... 
be ,let ' into sth (BrE) to be put Lnto the surface 

of sth: A large wlndow was lei into the wlI. 
@ be+v*prep 

,let 'off (BrE, slang) to let air from the bowels 
come out thmugh your bottom 
*v+& 

,let sb 'off (with ath) to punish sb lightly for sth 
wrong they have done; tonot punish sb at all: She 
was leE off with afine. o l?f let you ofl this time, 
butdon't do Ltagam. 
4 v + nlpmn + a& 

,kt sb 'ow ,Id sb 'off sth 1 toallowsbnottodo 
sth or not to go somewhere: You m I l y  ought lo 
IzeIp with the shopping, but I suppose I mu& kt 
you fl o Mum kt me o n  the howhold chores 
during ewms. 2 to allow sb to get out of a 
vehfcle, especially a bus: Can you lel meoff here? 
Q v + ntpmn + adv v +  nlpmn + prep 
B M  sb off the 'hook tofr%esbhmadifRcult 
or unpleasant task or  situation: Heoasn'tgoing 
ro kt the senator off the h m k  easily; he kept ask- 
i n g d m u l t  guestiona. 

,let sth 'off to fire a gun: to rnakea bombexplode: 
The boys were [elling flpremrkrrkr o He kt ofl a 
warning shot. 
EZGlflremrrk, s M  
+v*adv+n v+nlpmn+& 

.let off 'steam to get rid of yourenergy, em* 
tinns, etc. by shouting or dolngsth active: He lei 
offstmm byhittingapillour 

,lel 'on (to sb) {infomI)  to tell sb &I that Is sup 
posed to be a secret: Shedwn'tkmwl'w bought 
her a wlcln, so don't M on, will youPo 7% chil- 
dren knew he was mmmg, but theydirdnY lel on lo 
onyone. o There loere holes in Jack's shoeshoes but 
Kaledidn'z let on (thaRshe'd noticed. 
&v*adv 

,let 'out ( A m  when schools, classes, uEBw, etc 
Iet out, they come to an end and students, work- 
ers, etc. go home at the end of a day or  a term: 
CInpses k t  out In June. o More than WDWmple  
are exp&3ed in thesquareqfter work Iekaut. 
+v+abv 

,let sb ' o ~ , l d  sb 'out of sth 1 toallowsbnot 
to do sth they have promised or  are expected to 
do; to free sb from a difficult situation: I'vegot 
school lomormw, so thnt lets me out (of helping). 
2 toallow sbtoleavea hospital,prison,etc.,espe 
c ldy  esrlyorfor ashorttime: Thedoclorsmrght 
lel me out lomorrow. 
Qv+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

v+nlpmn+adv+prep 
b 'let& n [sing.] (es-lly Brm something 
that allows you to avoid an unpleasant or  dim- 
cult situation: a &+u# c l a m  (= in a contract) o 
'1 think it's Iw hut to go jogging ' I surd 
lookmg for a let-out. 
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,let sbinth 'out; ,let sbsth 'out of am ,let 

yourself 'out; ,let yourself 'out of sth to 
allow sbtsthlyotme1f to go out of a room or a 
burlding. Can you kt youmu our70 l urns 
afflnterl they Iether out of hsp~ tn l  sosoon 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 4 

v+ nlpron + adv+ prep 
~ l e t t h s ' c a t o u t o l ~ ~ t o t e l l a s e r r e t  
carelessly or by  mistake I tvas trying So keep my 
promotron quicl bub Skue went and lel thecat out 
of the hg. 

,let sth 'OM 1 to give a cry; to make a sound: She 
Id out a scream of terror o He lel out a sigh of 
m!kJ BEJ cry, sl@h IEE held rth In 2 to allow 
secret ~nforrnation to -me known: He3 the 
only person who muld Aove kt the sacrel out. o 
The mmpnny let out that they were putting in a 
btd for KKF EEl w m t  LEE) reveel sth (more 
form0 3 (to sb) (Bro to make a house, flat, 
apartment, etc. available for rent: TIE apan- 
ment's ken let out to a German coupk.Plwl 
fiatlapeflment, houm ZiE9 hlre sm out {to sb): 
rentsth out ( toW4tomakean itemof clothing 
lmser or Iarger: I'ue wten somuch I'llhaveto M 
my beItout!lZjJ sklrt, trousers lE5 take sth In 
5 (also ,let ath 'auto( sth)toallow air, I~suid, etc. 
toescapc or flow ou t of somewhere: We need to let 
the atr out of the rudwtor: 
&v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adu 

5alsov+nlwDn+adv+m -- F -r 

b 'outlet n 1 i k r  sth) a way o f  expressing or 
using energy, strongfeelings, ideas, etc: ChiMmn 
& an outlet for all their energy 2 a shoplstore 
or an organization that sells goods made by a 
Particular company or of a particular type: a 
retaiUfus? fmd outlet 3 ( m ~ i n i l y  AmE) a 
shoptstore that sells goods of a mrticular 
makelmakesat reduced priws:designeroutkts4 
a pipe or hole through which water, st-, etc. 
mn flow out 5 (Amm adwice in a waLl that you 

We lpnlrsmY kt e m  though w're winning. o 
Doesn't sheever lebup?Sk's been compIrrininga[l 
dny. 
9 v+adv 
b 'kt-up (in sth) n [sing.] a reduction in the 
strengthof something: a peridof time whenstb 
unpleasant stops: There can be no &-up in the 
war against drugs. o T ~ Q  rnin m n t h w d  all 
uflernonn wrth no let-up. 

'level sth at slusth 'I (also ,lwI sth awlnst 
Wah) to say publicly that sb is to Mame for sth, 
espec~ally a mistake or a crime: The charges 
Ievalledagaimt him ore Must. o EnvironmenraI 
g r o w  have leueIiuda nwnberqf criticismsat the 
proposal. EE4 critlclsm, aceusatlon, charge 

Lmel sth agaItlstlat sblxth k usually 
used in the passive in this meaning Amat tons  
of ~ncomptence h u e  hen leueIled at the princl- 
pal. 2 to point sth, especially a wn, at s b  She 
Ievelled lheprstol at  R l s  head 
A v+ nlnrnn + nran - " ."r - .  .-"V 

,revel sth 'dorrl'up to make standards, 
amounts, etc, be the same lowfiigh or lower1 
hlgher level: The government is OEC@ of 
kvelling dawn s t a d r d s  in schw2.s rather than 
lewil~ngthemup. 
ev+adv+n  * v+nlpmn+& 

,level '&?out 1 to k o m e  level orsteady aftera 
period of sharp rises and falls: H o w  p r i m  
showed no stgn of levellkg 2 to b m e  level 
or hortzontal after rising or falling: The road 
began m lewI off  as tw approachmi the roast. o 
Thephne Ievelled f l a t  20 ~Wfee t .  
e v + a d v  

,level sth 'Off?ovt to makesomething smooth or 
flat: Lewlthegroundout b&oresotuing the& 
+v+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

use to mnnect a piece of electrical equlDment to ,I-1 sth 'up =LEVEL STH D D W N ~ P  
apowersupp1y:an ekzricaloutler6 the end o f  a 
river where ~t flows lnto alake or the sea 'level with ab{infmml) to speak or deal with sb 

In an honest and direct way: Im going to h l  
,Id sbtsth 'past to allow sbkth to go past yw: with you m w  - your work W n ' t  h w b 

CQnyou kt mepast,pleasef slandordfor orsome time. o I'vegot theleeling that 
Q v + nlpmn + 8du he> not ieueIIing with m. 

Jet s M h  'through to Now sWsth to pass or @ v +  prep 
go through stb that is ;blocking the way: The 
mud mUed aside to let the ambulam thrawh. tick hk1 . . 
9 Lei m through - Im a doclor o These bli& 
don't kt rnuchiighr through 2(-1ai& &E)to ,lick 'oRlrup; ,lick *h 'Off 8th to eat 
say that sblsth is g d  enough for sth or is cor- drink by moving your tongue the sw 
rect: We w m  mrried the wouMndn"l th face of lt: Shelicked t h e f m f l  ( thesmnr  o The 
phnsfwthe new buikfing rhtough. cat licked up the rnilkfmm #hedish. 

+ v+ nlpmn + a& * v + adv + n (rare) v*  nlpmn + adv + v + adv + n + v + nlpmn + prep 

,kt 'UP (inf-0 1 to b m m e  less m n g :  The Ile f l@ (lla*, lying, lay pm/bln /lemn 
rain showed nosign of h i n g  up. 2 to do stb with 
less effort or energy than before, or stop doing it: #Ife a'bow: ,lie a'bovt 8th (Brm = AROUND, 

LIE AROUND STH 

~ E I  a'head; ,lie a'head of sb tobe in the future; 
to be in fmnt of you: G m t  op~?iuni* Ite 
dmd, o Who knows what problem mkht lie 
ehpadof us7 
+v+adv + v+adv+pmp 

rile a'round; ,lla anround sth (BrE also ,llm 
a'bout, ,lie about sth) 1 (of a pason) to spend 
time being lazy and not doing anything in par- 
ticular: She's been lymgaround the h o w  all dQY 
doing m t h i ~ .  llare amund, laze around 
sth; lounge aboutramund, lounge abwU 
amund nth 2 (of a number o f  things) to be leR 
somewhere in a careless or untidy way: HLS 
clothes lay around ail ouer ih@flm% o 'Hove you 
seen my purse?' 'It was lyrng about In the kiwhen 
when I Iast saw it. ' o  You shouldn't h u e  valu- 
ables lying amundthp changing room 
Qv+adv + v+prep 
b 'layabut n (oldhshioned, B E ,  i@rmnt) a 
lazy person who does very little work 

:lie 'back. (Inlon slh) to rest, relax and do very lit- 
tle: Just iw bodi and enjoy thepwceand gUW. 0 
SIlP lay back on thepi1Eowsand closed h e r w .  
+v+adv 

3le be'fon, sb (litemyv) I to be in Ront of sb: A 
WribIe sight lay &fom them. 2 to be in the 
future. Your whole Ifle lies W O M Y O U .  

Ov+mv 
"Jk -'hind sth to be the real explanation or rea- 

son for sth: She undersW the feelings that hY 
&hindhisangry words. o We willprohbly never 
know what lny Wbehind hisdacfPion lo resm 
Q v + prep 

r[lle 'down tebe ormove tntoa horizontalmition 
on a bed, etc, in order to sleep or rest: Go and lie 
downfor a while. o He lay down on the mfa and 
went 20 sleep. o The coughing ~s worse when he's 
lying down. o She cws bmg down on the bed 

Do not confuse this sense o f  l ie down with 
lay 9th down, which must always have an 
object: Jack lay down on the sofa. o Jack hid the 
pen down on the table. o Jack was lying dotun On 
the sofu, (not Jack was Irlymg down on the soh). 

,lie 'up (BrEl to hide somewhew T ~ ~ l m  b' 
up in thecaves until it gat dark. + v+adv 

'Ile wtth shmth(te do ah) (formantobe the duty 
or responsibility of sblsth: It Zles with you lo 
m p t  or reject the pmposcrl. o The decision on 
whether lopmceed lles with theminkter 
rn W t W i t k S b  
QV+PW 

Jlft 'Off when a racket, etc. lifts o f f  it rises h m  
the ground into the air: The racket IW off nmt 

+v+adv 
b 'lift-off n [C] the moment when a rocket or 
spacecraff leaves the ground and rises into the 
air: We have lift@ 

,lift ssbrnsth 'up; ,lW your~df 'up to raise 
sblsthlyaurself to a higher maition or Iwek I 
can't lift you up -you 're loo Wq! 0 She i f t d  
herseff up on om elbow. o She l t f td up the box 
andput iton the able. 

Lift ~WsthEyourselfcan also be used with 
t h ~ s  meaning. 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+&+n 

'Ilght onmpon sbmth (litmW) 1 to puddeW 
scc sbtsth. Her gtwe l $ R M  on her daugh&r 2 to 
suddenly find sblsth or think of sblsth: The 
-rch team laas lit upon imp-t nem ttmter- 
iaf. hlt on sth 

Lighted Is also used for the past tense and 
past pastlclple. 
rS_Y_ allght onlupOn &lsth 
e v + prep 

,IlgM 'up; JlgM 8th 'up I to become or to make 
sth bright with light or mlm: She swiZclPed the 
mnitur on and the m n  Iit up" o Flashes 4f 
lightning lit up #he& o The urale@~ll uKls lit U p  
at night with pink and greenfloodlighss. 2 if a 
mrson's eyes or face Ught u p ,  or sth lights 

ev+adu 
take sth Wng 'dorm to accept an insult, a 

crlticlsm, a violent attack, etc, without protest- 
ing or reacting to it: He hns hen m&4f brib- 
ery, but he hen't take  his Iyingdown 
b ,Ile-'down n [sing.] (BrE, hformn0 a short rest, 
especially in bed: to hnuealre-down 

w- 

,Ile 'In infornrn0 to stay in bed after the time 
you usually get up: It's W d y  bt?Wrro~, so 
you rnn lie in. 

them up,theybewmebrlghtw~thexcitement or 
happiness: Hereyes lit up when shestrw them. o A 
smile of delight Iit up hisfam. o His fuce lit up 
with plwsure. 3 (informal) to begin to smoke a 
ciaarette,etc:She t#koutocigaretFe~ndl~t up. o 
He I !  t upow cigmtteofter anothe~ 
(4v+adv ( k s f ? w w n  rv+adv+n  t) +v+pton+a& *v+n*adu 

'IlgM UPOn s b l ~ t h  =LIGHT ONhlPON XBISTH 

m sbep In linhten r b ~  
@v+adv 

- 
b ,Il*'tn n [sing.J (BrE, Wrmat )  an act of stay- ,Ilg hten 'up (spaken) used to tell sb t~ be l ~ s  sw 
Ing in bed longer than usual in the morning: 0 lous or to complain or worry less abut  5th: 
haw a lie-in Comeon, lightm up! It m o n I y  ajoke. 

@v+adv 



,llgMen d h  'up (@3rmaO to make slh more Jlne sbmtb 'up 1 toarrangepwpleor things in a 
cheerlid and less serious or depressing: He did line or a row: She lined the childm up for the 
his h t  w lighten things up. o She SrlerI to photogmph. o His CDs were llMd up on the shelf 
lrghten up h e r s ~ h  1~1 th  afeLujokes. 2 (for ~Wsth) to organize an event or an activity; 
+v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n to arrange for sb to do something at an event, a 

competition, etc: He's lznad up a hndfor  the 
Isken flarkanj party. a We've fined vpafew thingsfor the m k .  

smh to sbMth ho to d. 0 X k v  already Q buwrfor ihefr car 
sbhth to someone or something else and say that 
they are similar: He has k n  likened bcr young v+pmn+* v+n+*(Cess 

George BaPI. o She likened the bui ldngtoa ship mwnl' 
Liken s M t h  to sbtsth Is often used in the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r & ' ~ i ~ e d ~ ~ P ~ ~  passive 

& v + n / m +  prep 

limber /knba(r)/ 

,Ihrtber 'up (for sth) to do exercise to prepare to 
take part In a sport, a race, etc.; to warm up: The 
playerslwm l h k r i n g  upfor thegame. o mum- 
tiue] TRemndidab oreake&y timbering u p  fir 
the eh t ion  campaign. 
B warm up 
Q v+adv 

'Iirnlt sth Xo sbhth to make sth exist or happen 
only in a particular plam or within a particular 
group: Vmlent crime is not limrled to big cities. o 
The tmhing of hbtayy shorrM not be lirniled to 
datesandjigurn. 
S B  cmflne ath b sbtsth 
-Limit sth to sWsth is usually used in the 
passive. 
@ v + nlpmn + prep 

, Ifm 'up 1 (lor rthlto do ah) if people h e  up, 
they form a line, standing onebehind the other 
or beside each other: A group of people wen {in* 
ing up for Zlckac o They lined up to s h k e  the 
Pmident's laand. o The mwrs fin& rap at the 
startinglim. + s e e a h g v ~ u ~  UP ( w ~  3 T H h O  DO 
STH) 2 to join with sb in order to do sth: Local 
groups are lining up against the new dewlop 
menf. o Several newsmpem lined up lo &mad 
his mignation. 
*v+a& 
b 'Ilnl-up n [usually sing.] a m  of people that is 
formed so that sb who saw a crime can try to rec. 
ognize the person who d ~ d  it: Sheptckd him out 
of a line-UP (= she recognized him as the person 
who committed the crime). 
-t CI~OLINE-UP a t t l ~ E  SB~STH UP 

,Ilne 'up; Jlne 8th 'up to he, or to put sth, in the 
correct position in relation to sth else: The i h m  
holesshoukf allline up (loilh mch other), 
Qv*adv r v+nlpmn+abv * v+adv+n 

an event: an impms iw  lineup of perf i , rm o 
The line-up fir tonighi'sgame is still not known, 
2 a set of events, peop!e or thfngs: &urn1 new 
dmmas are indud& in t k  line-up of pro- 
grammesfor next year 
+seeUbLINE-UPat LINE UP 

,Ilnger 'on 1 to remain for a long time: mem- 
ory of lhnt dny lingen on in the m i d  of h a 1  
m p l e .  o The smell lingemdon forolnys&@r 2 to 
remain alive, but becoming graduauy weaker: 
We should be fhanWui that she didn't linger an. 

Linger is used more fmquently wlth the 
same meanings. 
@"+a& 

,filnk 'up 1 (with sb) to join with sb in orderto do 
sth together We are Wing 60 link up with olher 
chntitim wrkzng in thearm. 2 (with nth) to make 
a connection wrth sth: The two s m r @  will 
link up m orbit. 
+v+adw 

,!Ink sb/sth Up 00 a h )  to connect sWsth Nth 
someone or something else: The alarm Is linked 
up lo the police stairon o The nem W w r k  rn 
hnk .m up to sirnilor organimlwm emund the 
m u n w  
~ v + n l p m + a ~  r v*adv+n 
F 'Ilnk-up nacommtlonbetween twosystemsor 
machines: They did a liw srrreleP link-up with 
theshow. 

liquor ylrka(r)/ 

belget ,liqrwred 'up (A&, Wormal) to Mget 
drunk: Wegot ltqwred upon Saturday night. 

belget + v + adv 

llsten Vltsn) 

'listen for sbmth; ,Ifsten 'out for s b t h  to 
h e n  carefully to see if you can hearsblsth: She 
Iqvawuke, lrslen~ngoutforthemmdof thekg in 

I 
the Iadr o Walyou lislen outfir t h e p h w  while 
Ih in the bn#h?o The children were asked to !is- 
ten outfor a word hgeginnine with '3h: 
E3l mund, door 
gv+prep  4 v+sdv+prep 

,listen 'in 1 (onlto sth) to llsten to sth or sb 
secretly. Haw you bmn listening in on my phone 
rnllv? o Thm wresure that ihe #lice were lislen- -. - 
ing intO theirmnuersntions. 2(io sth) to listen to 
a radio programme, etc: Lbten in on Fridnyfor 
our mkrvicw with Gwrge Micha?L 
g v + a d v  

,listen ' od  fot slNsth =LTSTEN FOR SB~STH, LIB- 
TEN OUT FOR BBlSTH 

,Ilsten 'up (spoken,aspecial lyM u& to tell sb 
to pay attention to what you are going to say: Lk- 
ten u~ everyom- this is imrnrfant? 

rive pN{ 
'live by sth to follow a particular belief or set O f  

principles: Sompmpk live by Ihe rule ' a n y t h w  
for the suke of pmce: o Women working in a 
mn's  mrldhuwto Irwbmen'smles. 
EE prIncfpIm, 8tandaMs 
e v + Prep 

by p u r  ' W I ~  t o m m o n e y  or survive 
by clever and sometimes dishonest means: He 
hud no money and was living by hm wits and 4v 
seainq a fewpaintlngs. 

'Ilwr by sth; 'llve by dolng sth to earn the 
money that you n& by using or doiwga particu- 
lar thing: people who lrve by the lavld (= for 
example, farmers) o She lived by givrng prfvate 
Iessoms. 
e v + m  
,Ik sth 'dawn to make people forget 8th very 

embarrassing or bad that you have done in the 
past: Ecan'l Wiewlfell in theriwr-I'll M U W ~  
ahle to Ilve if down. 

Live sth down is not used in the passive. 
~ v + n I p m n + a &  v+adv+n 

'I& for sbhth to consider shtsth as the m a h  
purpose of or the most important person or 
thing m your life: She livesfor het mrk. 4 W h t  
haw Igot to livefwnot~'? 
Q v +  prep 

, l h  to h at  the place where you work 
study: Tw haw a nanny living in. o (Bra  Most 
s t ~ l i v e i n d r r r i ~ t h i r f i r s t y w r , :  
rn liveout 
g v+ adv 
b 'lhre-in udf [only Mm noun] 1 (of an 
employ~)livinp in the housewhere they work: U 
live-in. hlrsekeeperlpositwn 2 (of a b w f e n d ,  
girlfriend, etc.) Iivhg in the game houseas their 
sexual partner: a liue-in lowltmyfriend 

Itlw off slusth (mn disapprwicg) to Bet the 
maney or the things you need h m  sblsth: You 
mn'l rive off your mrents forever! 4 He had lo 
l i v e f l  his savings. 
+ V + W P  

'llve off sth to eat one type of food very 
quently or all the time: When I urns a s W n t  I 
liuedfl braadandchm&. 
+see a h  LIVE ON STB 2 
e v + prep 
IEW lke the "and to eat food that you can 
grow, k ~ l l  or find yourself Theormy m f o d  to 
Iiueofl !he land. o It's afarmingamand most of 
lhepeopkstillliwofl thebnd. llvoofl the fat of 
the 'land (disoppmuing) to have enough money 
to be able to buy expensive food, drmk, clothes, 
etc: It urns a trme when landlords and merdrants 
Iiwd of f  thefatof the land. .- . . 

,Hve 'on to mntinue to live or exist: He may be 
dmd but his musk livcspon. 
g v + a d r  

' I h  on 8th 1 to have a particular amount of 
money w ~ t h  which to buy everything you need: 
Howd#youmanogeboI~wonasluden#gmrrt?o 
They don't eurn emugh lo liue on. 2 to eat a par- 
ticular type of food very frequently or & the 
tlme: She m living onfruit and mur vqeWb[Ps. 
0 birds thQt liveon ln$eC&+ S&?Ut!SO LIVE OFF STH * v + prep 

Jive 'out (BrE) to live away from the place where 
you work or study: I Iiwd out durfng my lfml 
yeuratmllege. 
I F 5  !lye In 
Qv+adv 

,Ilw 'out sth; ,IIm lMnem 'out I t a d o h  real- 
i ty sth that you think about,believefn, dream of. 
etc: On holiday in Taus I U w d  out my childhood 
fan2asyqf beingamwbojl EEi fmn~ry,dmarn2 
to spend your life or the rest of your life 1n a par- 
ticular way. She lived out the rest of her I$e in 
poverw o Maybe Illliusoulmydaysln i & m  
of the nwunkmm. ESJ Ib, d a p  

A noun must always follow out. but a p m  
noun comes between the verb and out. 
Q v + a d v + n  r v+pmn+a& 

,live Yhmugh sth to e r i e n c e  sth difAcult or 
unpleasant and survive: He lived thmugh both 
wkl wrs. o I f 3  something I newt want to llve 
through agaln. * V+PWP 

'live together (also'ltw vfth sb) 1 to live in the 
same house, flatlaprhent, etc: There are six 
stu3mt.s Iiuing together in the h o w .  o I'm living 
in a flat with Meg. 2 to share a home and have a 
sexual relationship, but without being a r i d  
Qv+adv  r u+prep 



, I h  It 'up (informal) to have a very exciting and 
enjoyable time, usually spending a lot of money: 
I've hwrdthat Tom's living it up in LA, 
+v+it+adv 

,llw'upto~htobehaveaswellasorbeasgood 
or sucoessfhl as m p l e  expect: TheholelJaiZed io 
Ilue up to expctatwm. o Mr Mean I i v d  u p  ~n his 
ll~meandd~edarni1~ionab-e~ o I'vegotalot toltve 
UP to. 
EGl apactatlons, name, repuhtlon 
@ v + adv + prep 

'Ilve wlth sb =LIVE TOGETHBR 

'Ifve wlth sth: 'llve wHh purseftoaccept an 
unpleasant situation and contlnue with your lire 
and work. You might not like the situation, but 
you'll haw ro h r n  to Itw with it. o She wouldn't 
be able to live with herseif Fshe hurt hrm. 
*'+POP 

liven / l a m /  
,lim 'up; , l h n  sb/sth 'up to bwome or to 

makesblsth more lively, interesting or exciting: 
She U u e d  w when Alon asked her lo dam. o 
Put $om musicon to liven thints up. o A few pic- 
turn muM liven up t h e m .  

brlphten up: Mghten ~ t h  up 
Qv+adv v*nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,roan sthnb 'OM (to *b) to lend s W b  to sb, 
sometimes in return for money: Severalplqwm 
have h n  h n e d  out io other learn. o Sometim 
we loan out these b m .  
+v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,lock sb a'way 1 =LOCK STH UP 1 2 = WCK SB 

LlPlAWAY He W ~ ~ ~ O W I I Y  forthe W o f h i s  lre. 
Jock 8th a'way =LOCK STH UP She locM the 

rnoneyawny rn a c t r p r n .  

,lock yoursan e'way = LOCK mn U P  1 to shut 
yourself in a place away h t n  other people so 
that you are not disturbed: He la%& him.wIf 
away ( in  his m m )  until h'djinished hb work. 
BB) shut yoursstf away (from sb/&) 
3 S e e a h  LOCK SR UP/A\IrAY 

&v+pmn+adv 
,lock sb!sth 'In; ,lock ywlaelf 'in to put 

sblsthlyourseK in a room or buildmg and lock 
the door: The primm are h k e d  in ewry night. 
o H e m h e d b  his M~yx)rnand locked h i m ! f  in. 
ev*nipron+adv + v+adv+n 
F 'leek4n n (BrE) an occasion when customers 
are locked into a bar or pub after it has closed so 
that they can wntinuedrinkingprivately 

. . . . . . , . . . -, - - - - - - -, 
unpleasant situation, especially an argument or 

,load sbtsth 'down a legal dispute, that seems unllkely to end won: 
many thlnw to carry: lom'&down with Thewren& are loclocked in a bitrer legal httkouer 
books. 2 to g~ve sblsth too much or too t h f v t u s e ~  thetwins. 
many responsibillt~es: We've k m  Ioaded down A, h,+,+,,, 
with mrk m t l j  

T - -  r -F - Laad sb,sth dm is usualty used in the ,lock 'In on 8th =LOCK orno STH 
passive. be ,locked 'into sth (aIso beeomelget ,I- 
6 v+nl~mn+sdv * v+adv+n 'Into sth) to be in a particular situation, or 

,load 'up (wlth sm), ,load sth 'up (with 6th) to behave in a particular way, that you cannot 

put a lot of things &on sth, especially a vehicle: change: The is locked a 
Bring tlpe mr to the door and m'll help you load y-dEfy.l"". * Older horses can@ lcvked into 

up. o I b m k i  up the can with a12 mypospessions, uwu'" 

o We've w e d  up ail fb furnitwe and are just * be ' + prep 

h u t  readvmao. Joe k 'onto st41 (also ,luck 'In on sth) if a weapon 
h a d  load Bth are used more & that is sent through the air locks onto sth that it 

qucntly with this meaning. is aimed at, it fmds It and follows it: The mrssile 
&v+adv v+adv+n r v*nlpmn+sdv can Jmk ontu a targmfmm a k i l onwt rea~ .  

EEi target 
loaf l l e ~ m E l o # f !  Luck oata ath can be used in the paasive: 

The mlsstlewas LwMonm the target 
,loaf a'round: ,loaf a'round sth (BrEalso , I d  6 + p,p + + prep a'bout, ,loaf a'bout rth) (&formal) to spend your 
time in a lazy way. doing very lit++: k f d ~  Wng 'Imk sblsth 'out (ah;o,roeksb'.th 'outorrthj 

.nut with nothing Cn do a Shejvst  loafs omund : ~ p " ~ ~ ~ . g ~ ~ ~ i ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ w ~ ~ ~ ~  thesfmetsail da* 
Q v + &  + v+prep hnd k k e d  me out. 2 to prevent workers fmm 

entering their place o f  work until they agree to 

the conditions given by the empluyer: The man- 
agement will lock oul anyom who - ta sign 
the new mntmct. 
~v+nlpron+arhr  * v+adv+n 

1 also v*  nlpmn + sdv* prep 
F 'lackout n a situation when an employer 
refuses to let workers enter their place of work 
until they agree to particular conditions: The 
strikem foceda Lxkout. 

,lock yourself 'out; ,lock youmaif 'out of 
sth t o  acc~dentally leave your keys inside a ar, 
building, etc. when you go out, so that you are 
unable to get inside again I'w mcmaggaf lo lock 
myseif out of my room three tuna! 
Qv+pmn+adv + v+pmn+adv+prep 

,lock 'up; ,lm k sth 'up to make a building safe 
by lockfng the doors and windows: Make sure 
you lock up uporeyou kaw. o SheloFkedthmhop 
upand wenl home. 
Qv+adv t v+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 
b 'rock-up n a small shop thattheowner dws not 
live in; a place that the owner does not need and 
rents to sb else, for example to k e q  a car in: a 
I&-up gurugelshop 

s eeah  LOCH-UP at LOCK 38 UP~AWAY 

,lock sb 'upta'wey (fformol) to putsb in prison 
or in a guarded hospital: &up& Iike that should 
Lx h k e d  uplo They should lock her ly, and 
thmw away t h e w "  
Q v + nlpron + adv v+ adv + n 
b 'lockup n a small prison where primers are 
kept for a short time 
+ M? a h  LOCK-UP at LOCK U P ,  LOCK STH UP 

Jmck sth 'up 1 (also ,lock st+ a'wnyy) to put sth 
valuable in a W e  place and lock ~ t :  Lock y a w  
ualrrablesupinihesafe. 22tngth) to invest money 
In 8th and not be able to turn it into cash to 
spend: Huge sums of m?uy are h%ed UP in m 
sion funds. E!Li eapltal, money EG) tle 8th up 
EtZf.3 In this meaning Iwk 6th u p  i s  nearly 
always used in the passive. 
ev+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

log IIW; ~ m ~ 1 3 : g ,  l a w  (-1 
,fog 'Ln'on; ,log 'Fddonto sth (computing) to 

perform the actions that allow you to begin 
using a computer system: Igot an rn m m p  
when I tried lo log rnton. o The p m d  aliows 
the u.w to Iog into the system. 
EEI system, m r k ,  eomputermPP) lw eflt  
out: log offlDvt of 8th 
=Log: intolonto sth can be used in the pat- 
tern: Iwas logged onlo the Internet. 
&v+adu + v+prep 

,109 'offr'out+ ,log 'offroul of sth (computing) 
to perform the actlons that allow you lo fin~sh 
using a computer system: ??y logging off  and 
logging on again. 

ryrtem, wmputa* EEB log Infon; log 
Intotonto 8t?1 

Log orObut of ath mn be used in the pat- 
tern. Wart unfilrrll thelrsersareloggedoff: 
+v+actv + v+prep 

,loll a'round; ,loll a'round sth (BrE also ,loll 
a'boul, Joll a'bout 8th) to sit, lie or stand h a 
relaxed way, doing very little: Them were seuerul 
kids lolIt&qaroundours~e thecluh o Jim should 
get a job ~ m l d  of Eolizng around the h o w  all 
day. 
+v+adv + v+prep 

'long for sblsth; 'Ion@ for sb to do sth to 
want sblsth very much: to longfbra baby o Iwas  
lonfingfor a chat and a good la&, o Shsfound 
herself longingfir hher ukffors to h u e .  
@ v+ prep 4 v + prep + nlpron + to lrif 
F *longd+r ndj [only before noun] that sb has 
k n  wanting or hoping for very much: a Eongd- 
for child 

-about 
- a m  - aRer 

I76 -ahead 
-around 
-at 
-w 
-back 
- d0WR - dovm on 
-for 

in -fwwardto 
-in 

-Into 
-on 
-out 
-urn - oulonlwer 
- wwr - murd 

178 -through 
-10 
' UP 
-upm - upon 

Jook a'bout; ,look a'bwt sth: ,look a'bout 
yDU (BrE) = LOOK AROUND, LOOK AROUND STH, 
LOOK AROUND YOU 

, b k  a'ertwsfwer (auto sb/sth) to lwk quickly 
acms  a rwm: I Iwked m s s  to where they were 
siittw. o Sheknew fwasthere, butahedidn'tlook 
over atme. 
&v+adv 

,look 'after sblsthryoumeff (mmhllu B m  1 
to make sure that sWsth is safe; .take care oE 
sbkth: His pwmh are h k i n g  @&r the FhildrPn 
fir the rueekend o She dwsn'i h k  af!er her 
clothes. o -hie will h k  &r the vlsitim. o 
They're old enough to look @er themseiues now 
(= they don't need any help). o Would you mind 
Iooklngafermy bug for a rninule?~ &you m n  
- h k  qfter yourself (= when saying goodbye to 
sb). Take care af sb is used in American 
and Britlsh English wlth the samemeanmg: My 
mother is going to look flerllake core of the Xi& 



m loak mud --" ~ ,............+....- ~ ~ " .....,.......,,.. 

while w k  amg In mom formal language you 
can also use care for sb: His job involves mring 
for theewrly + seealso BRING S B  U P  12 to make 
sure that thlngs happen to sb's advantage: He's 
goodat looking after his own intemsfs. 

Look after sblsth can be usml In the pas- 
sive.He& tobtpmperly hkdaftm 
0 V + P ~ ~ P  

,look 'after f h (&&) to deal with sth; to be 
responsible for s t k  Their accounlant IooRs &r 
IheflRUtIcid sideof things. 
E3 attend to 8th (moreformcrD 

Lmk after sth can be used in the mssive: 
Everyihing's being h k e d  O&K * Take care af 
s$h is used in American and British English 
wlth the same meaning. 
Q v + prep 

,look a%head(to sth) tothiinkabout what tsgohg 
to happen m the future: The learn is h k i n g  
ahwd fu llPXl m n .  o h k i n g  ahead to t h  
weekend. the weather ~i l l s laypne~ 
Qv+adv  

,look a'round (BrE also ,M 'mund) d (at 
s blsth) to turn your head in order to see sWsth 
behind you: The w p l e  in fmnt kept hoking 
mundnt us. o He looked round to = I w m  still 
there. 2 (for sblsth) to examme various choices 
or possibilities: W e k  looking around for a new 
m 
+v+adw 

,look a'round; ,look a'round sth ( B E  a h  
,look W n d ,  ,look 'mund ath)to visitaplace ma 
building as a tourist: Take your i i m  h k i n g  
around. o Tfnq'ue gone to Iwii round Ihe colh- 
edml. o Ismnt thedny Lmking around the town. 
+v+adv v+prep 

,look a'mund; ,look a'round 8th; ,look 
a'mund you IBrE also ,look a'boutrmund, 
,look aWboutl'muntl sth, ,look a'boutl'mutwJ you) 
to turn your head In different directions so that 
you can see sth or see what is them: Shecum into 
the room, look.& around, then went out. o H e  
hooked round the classmorn angrilj o l Iwked 
abut  meal the otherpwwngem. 
+v+acb v+prep 

'look at s m h  1 to turn your eyes towards 
sblsth so that you can see themlit: Don't look at 
me like thotlo What ore you Wking as? 2 to 
examine sthlsb cIosely: I'd like the doctor so look 
at him. o Can you Iook at this watch for m? I 
think it meht be broken. W In this meaning, 
look at sWsth can be used In the passive: I took 
t h e m l o  t h e m  toget it lookedat. 3 { m l l y  
lrsed in neguliwe sen t em  or guestiom) to wn-  
sider or be prepared to accept sblsth: Thgr 
wukfn'tewn look at someone wantingplH-tim 
work. 4 used to draw sb's attention to sblsth. 
often asan example that you want them to follow 
or not follow: I wuldn't Dke d a d v  from her - 
just look at Ihenressshe'smd~of her own life!o 

He Lr@ school withoutany quul#atbns, but look 
at Rim now! (= he is very successfU now) 4 
Money doesn't always bring hnppiness -just 
Iook at Ian (= he is rich but not happy). 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

'look at sth 1 to read sth, usually quickly, with- 
out seading all the details: She sat in the waiting 
m m ,  looking o f  a magazine, In this mean- 
ing look at 8th can be used in the passive: Don't 
hand the form in until it's been h k e d  at by a 
teacher 2 to think about or study 5th: Haw you 
h k d  of the possibility of adopdng a child?+ 
Thefilm l ooh  at the events leadil: up lo the w m  

In this meaning, look at 6th can 'be used In 
thc passrve: Four msslble mules wem hoked at 
for thenew road. 3 l o  consider sth in a particular 
way: VyouIookaf itlikethat i t ' s a m t h z n g w c  
dtdn't go. 4 (InJormnfi (always used in the p m  
gressiw lames) to have to consider or deal with 
6th; tobefacedwith 5th: You're IwkingaEDX7fu 
ger the m r a e d .  o he'sfound guilty he's imk- 
rngui ask-yeor prison mlence. 
eu+prep 

,rook a'ww (fmm OW$ t h) to look tn the opposite 
dmt ion ;  ta turn your eyes away h m  sblsth: 
She h k d  at him i h  looked away o He mum- 
bled a reply and looked awayfmm me. 
+r+a&v 

,look 'back (at/onno sth) to think about sth that 
has happened in yourpast: h o k i n g  h c k ,  I'm not 
surprised she l& o He looked back on his time in 
Enghnd with u arm of wsiabgia. 
Qv+a& 

nevahot look 'back ( i r t foml)  to become 
more and more sucoessful: He smtdPd luork on a 
market srai! in 1970and he'snever looked bzck 

,Iaok 'down to turn your eye3 downwards to the 
flwr, especially because yuu are embarrassed, 
s h ~  etc: The Uttkboy blushedand look&down. o 
She h k c d  down at her ha& 
Qv+adv 

,look 'down on sblsth to mnsider sblsth as less 
good or Important than yourself She tends to 
look downonpeople who haven't beera lo college. o 
They [wkeddown an our little house. 
Eml took down on sblsth can be used in the 
passive: He was Iwkd down on a1 school. + v + adv + prep 

'look For sbfsth to search for sWsth, either 
because you have lost themlit, or because you 
nPPd themlit: Sw's been hkingforyou.  o a n  I 
help you?' 'YB, I'm lmking for rhfs shrrt in blw.' 
(= in a shoplstore) 

Seek sblsth is only used with thismeaning 
in very formal language or in newspapers. 
~ V + P ~ P  

' Im k for sth 1 to hope for sth or expxt sth: The 
mminers  will & loOkfngfbrgoodgmmmrand 
spelhng. o This could be just the opmrlunity he's 

been Ewkfngfoc 2 to search for sth; to .try to h d  
sth: They wre lookingfor an mlution O the 
problem, W 5 e e k  8th is only used with this 
meaning in very formd language, or in news- 
papers. 
Q v + m  

b k  fw ' W b k  to behave in a way that is 
ltkely to cause an argument, a fight, etc: Are you 
lwkrngfor trouble? 
b un'looked-for cdj not expected: 
unlookedfor s m s s  

b k  'fornard to sth: ,look 'fo-d to 
dolng 5th to feel excited about sth that 1s going 
to happen because you expect to enjoy It:Areyou 
looking f o m r d  to your Pip? o Im not looking 
forward lo going 50 the dentist. o We're Iooking 
forward to the c o m t ? o  I lookforwrd to hwr- 

,look '&used to tell sb to be m w f ~ l ,  @ally 
when there is some danger: Look out! There's a 
mr corn IW. o You 're going to burn that fd 

don't look out. 
EZB watch out 
e v + a d v  

,look sth '& (for rb/$t+t) (Brm to search for 
something Wm among your possessions: I'll 
ltmkout that bookforyou. 

Look sth oat cannot be used hthe passive. 
Qv+adu+n * v+nlpmn+adv 

,look 'od  far stuyourself to take care of 
shrywrself and think about their/youp own 
interests: Once he was ln London he A d  lo look 
outfor hirneey o Emily's bmthrs alwuys looked 
out for her 
@v+adv+prep 

ingfmmwu (= at the end o f  a letter). ,look 'out for sbRlth 1 to try to h d  sWsth or 
to sth ran be in the rneetsb ImIwking!outforPe& batl1didn"l 

passive: The msident's uisgt is wgmb [mkdfor- hrm, Look outfor thisfilm oryour Iom lanema, word to. Remember that to is a prewsition in to try to avoid sth bad happening or doing sth 
this phrasal verb and must be follow& b y  a noun bad: Laok out forplckmkerS, 
or the -ingform o f  a verb. IF3  watch out for sblsM 
gv+adv*prep +v+adv+prep 

gook 'In (on sb) to make a short visit to a place: I -lwk0ut n 1 a nlace where sb watches fmm to 
asked&& fa h k  in on her grandmothwon her 
way home. o The doctor will Lmk in again this 
evening. 
Qv+adv 

,look 'Into ath to examhe sthorconsiderlt care- 
fully: The wmrnirtw .& looking into the matter o 
The mnnager is looking inlo your complaint. o 
We're lookrng into the possibillv of moving lo 
France. 

Look into 8th can be used In the passive: 
Thrssii~urtionshoukl be looked hie. 
++v+prev 

,took 'on q to watch an event or an incident with- 
out taking part in it yourself: Paople h k e d  on In 
aktrm as the mr &an to mll down the hill. o 
PMsers-$y just looked on as he was attacked. 2 
(wlthsb)(AmE) toshareabwk,etc, with another 
person in a group: Them aren't emwh books so 
you71 huw lo Iwkon wrthyourneighbor 
Q v + A  
F 'mlooker n a pmon who watches sth without 
kmrnbng involved in it: A m w d  of onlookm 
formedoround thefight. 

'look on sbsth (ah'look upon NIth morefir- 
mat) [+ advlpnp] to consider sWslh in a particu- 
lar way: I h k  on you as my friend. o She h k e d  
upon theassignment as a challenge. o IIookedon 
Ifleinadi.@renl w a y m r  fhni. o Shewasalws  
lookdon with distrust. 

Look onhpon s k t h  can be used in the 
passwe: Thejob was looked upon aaglnmomus. 
+ V + W P  

see if there is danger: a IwkoulposUtower 2 
a person who watches for danger: The burglars 
postedu lookoutouts& the house. 

,look 'out onlover sth(of  aroom,etc.) tohavea 
v ~ e w  of sth: Our room hkedoutwerthesguare. 
Qv+adv+prep 

,look 'ovw (atr(o sM) = toor n c ~ o s s t o v ~ ~  
 AT^ SBtSTH) 

,look 'over sth 1 to make a tour of a plaoe: We 
u w r e ~ v r ~ f o  Lmkowrthenew chsmwms. 2 to 
read sth quickly: I need 60 I w R  over my now 
wore the lest. o Your tutor will h k  over your 
work withyou. 
Q v + prep 

,look sb/sth 'over to lnspea or examhe sblsth 
to see how good, big, etc it ia: He b k e d  #wpaiM- 
ingonerca&ully. o ol like thedoclor to h k  him 
over o We'll get a mechanic to h k  the mr over 
before lw buy it. 
FE) check sUsth mccexarnlnn sbMh 
=When look sbhth over is used with the 
pronouns d and them referring to things, these 
pronouns mn a h  come after aver: We'd ffke a 
mechanic lo look owr I! for us. 
Qv+nlpmn+adv v+adv*n 

,look 'round(Br0 = W O K  AROUND 

,look 'round: ,look ' m n d  dh  (BrB = LOOK 
AROUND, LOOK AROUND STU 

,look 'round; ,look 'round sth: ,l& 'round 
WU (Br,%) = LOOK AROUND, LOOK AROUND STH, 
1,OOR AROUND YOU 
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,look through sbtolookatsbandnotshowthat 
you have seen or recognized them: I smilerd at 
him, buthejust lmke$might  thivugh me. 
Q v + prep 

,look 'through sth 1 to read sth quickly: She 
look& through her nuts Mra the a m .  2 to 
read sth quickly: I Wed through the papr 
while I was lua i te .  3 to examine a collection of 
things or what rs inside sth: What amyou doing 
h k r w  through my bog? 
ev+prep 

' b k  to sbl~thVor sthttodosth) torely onsWsth 
or expect sb to provide sth or do sth: They b k d  
to us for help. o We must l w k  to other means to 
genem& thefun& weneed. o Mmy studentsmn't 
h k  to therr~rentsforfina11~inIs~pon. 

turn to sb 
e V + W P  

'look to sth (espmialb l y E )  f to think about 
something that wlll  happen in the hture. We am 
baking to the future with c a W r r c e .  the 
future 2 Ilorml)  to make sure that sth is safe or 
in good condition; to think about how to mprove 
sth: YoushouMhkropwownhhauiour hfore 
crtticiring others. + v +  prep 

,look 'up 1 (from sth) to raise your eyes: She 
Iookd upfmm Iaer h m k  andsmiIed. 2 (Srdbrmab 
(usually US@d in iheprogresslue tenses) (of a busi- 
ness, a situation etc.) to become better, to 
improve: Things started io h k  up for me om I 
gotajoh o B1~51ms is b k i n g  upal ti&. 
Qv+adv 

Jmk sb 'up(ir6fwmclT) tovisit orcontact sbwhen 
you are in the place where they live, m i a l l y  
when you have not seen them for a long time: 
Lmkmeuprmttimeyou%inLondon 
DBEl Lwk sb up cannot be used in the passive. + v + nlpron + adv v+ adv+ n (IessJtequem) 

look slr ,up and 'down tu lwk at sb suspi- 
clously or in a careful or critical way 

,Iwk sth 'up to search for a word or some infor- 
mation in a dictionary or another book: I h k d  
the wrd up in f h e d i c l w m  o Hang on, IP jusi 
look tcp her telephone numkr  
ev+nlpmn*adv v+adv+n 

Joak 'up to sb to admire or respect sb: SIX 
a l w s  looked up to her olders&lm: 
W h k  up to ab can be used In the passive: 
She rvas lwked up to by the ast  of herfamily. 
@v+adu+prep 

'look u p o n  sbisth =LOOR on SWSTH 

J-rn a'head if sth dangerous, difficult or 
unpleasant looms ahead, it is likely to happen 
soon: Furiher problemara kwmttwohead. 

,loom 'up to appear as a large shape that is not 
clear. often in a way that seems hightening or 
threatening: A dark stiupe Iwnaed up out of the 
fog. 

Loom up is u s M y  followed by an adverb 
or a phrasebeginning wfth a prep0sItion:Aman 
hmed  up out of the darkness. + Loom 1s also 
used with this rneanmg. 
Qv+adv 

,loosen 'up (idormar) to h o m e  more relaxed 
a n d c o m f o r t a b 1 e : H e h g a n l o l m ~ a l l d e ~  
the awning. 
Qv+adv 

,loossn 'up; , W n  sbhth 'up to relax your 
muscles orparts ol the bdy, ormake themrelax, 
before taking exercise, etc. I sworn a short dls- 
tunw to lwsera up. o A massage will help loosen 
you up o These a & s  luiB loosen rap your 
shauldm. 
Qv+adv r v*ntpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,lop &I 'off; ,lop 8th 'OH sth t to remove sth 
from sth, especially branches from a tree, by cut- 
t ~ n g  it: Seueml bmnches hnd k e n  loppedM (the 
tree). o Thv l o p ~ z o p  off the price of each unit. 
B chop am off, chop am off ~th; cut sm OW, 
cut sfh off sth 2 to make 6th smaller or less: The 
new mil link has l o p H  an hour ofl the journej 
lE3) knock sth off, knock rth eff slh 
&v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n v+nlpron+prep 

lord oaf AmElsxdl 

'lord it owr sb to behave in a superior way to sb: 
She likes to lord it over thejunbr stclO: 
&v+if+prep 

lose IIUZI (lest, lort d ~ ~ t ; ~ m b s t / )  

'lose y w m H  In sth to become so interest4 in 
sth that you are not aware of anything else: I 
swn lost mYW[f in thet!w&mmtof theplay. 
@ v+ pron + prep 

Jose 'out(onsth)(lnforml) t ~ b u n s u c o e ~  In 
getting 8th that you want or  think you should 
have: Some yourtg&~s are tnking &ty Jobs and 
losing out on xhooling, o thtngsgo m n B ,  Yrn 
the one who'll lose out. o While the stoms make 
brgprofits, it's the custamers who l w o u l .  
Qv+adv 

,loss 'out to ssbrnsth (InJimul) to not get the 
business you expected or hoped ta get, because 
sbelsehasgotit: SnnaElsOm!JorabSi?Ig~~ttOIhe 
big supermar*ets. 
@ v + adv + prep 

,lounge a'boutra'round ,lounge a'hut, 
a'round sth to spend your time in a relaxed 
way doing very little: She ulas alwys loungrng 
about while !he resl I$ us were workinglo They 
were lounging around the hotel pool. 

laze around, faze arouml sth; Ile mboutr 
around, Ile akutramund sth 
+v+a& *v+prep 

lump WPI 

Jump A and B to'gether, 'lump A wlth B; 
'lump A In wlth B (inlorma0 to put or con- 
sirler two or more people ar things together m 
the same group: A large n m h w  of p h t s  are 
lumped together under the nameof 'herbs: o You 
can't lump the elderly and the di.wb[sd together o 
You can't lump theelderly with thedmbltd. 
W Lump sblsth together is often used in the 
passive. 

Touse ~ U S I  @v+dprwl+adv + v+a&+n * 
v+nlpron+pmp v+n!pmn+adv+pv 

.louse dh "0 (sInng) to spoil or nth sth: He , -  
loused up m y j r o m o t i o n ~ h n ~  
)IIH) mesa ath up IBrE) 
@ v+adv+n v+nlpron+adr 

Juck 'Into sth ( A M ,  Iqkormal) to get sth you 
want by chance: I lucked into wmfm llckets. 
QV+PW 

,luck 'OM (AmE, ii@rmoO to be very lucky: We 
lucked out in a b.Q m p  o We swlb lucked out 
with the h e t h  
Q v+adv 

lug POI (-8s) 

,lug sth a'round (BrE atso ,lug sth a'- ,lug 
sth 'mund) (with you) (iqfnrmf) to carry or  pull 
sth large, awkward or heavy from one place to 
another, or everywhere you go: Can I h u e  my 
bng somwh@re?li's uery hmvy to lug omund. 
EE3) any sth around (a you) (moreforman, 
cart sth arwnd (with you) 
+v+nlpmn+ah v+adv+n 

lull mnl, 
,lull sb ' Into 8th; ,lull sb 'Into dolng sth m 
make sb feel. confident and relaxed, especially so 
that they do not expect it when 5th bad happens: 
Don't let slllress in the lest lullyou into thinking 
you do not need to mork hard. o His calm manner 
lulled me into afatse semofswfirity (= made 
me feel safe with him when I was not). + v + Wpmn + prep 

lumber rlunwr)~ 
beget 'lumbered with rbbth (BYE, i r d o r ~ D  

to give sfi a responsibility or a problem that they 
do not want and cannot get rid of: I'm sorrjr 
you've haen lumbered with drrulng me hame. 0 
The mule  wus about sb who w s  a murder and 
themgets lumbered with t?!e &mi mn's child. 
@belSet+~+PWP 

'lust after sb@ftendisspprouSng) to feel a strong 
sexual desire for sb 

Lust after sb rn be used in the passive. 
@ ~ l w  +prep 

'lust aftartfor 5th to have a strong desire to pos- 
sess or have sth: She was lusting afWKor 
revenge. 
-Lust aftertfor sth  can be used in the 

lu'xurlate In sth (formnn to take great pleasure 
in 6th that IS very pleasant and relaxing Ilwruri- 
a M  in a low, hot h t h .  + v + prep 



,magic sblstb a'wayf up (BrE) to use @ to 
make sbtsth dhappear or appear; to make sblsth 
disappear or appear so quickly or suddenly that 
it seems as if you have used magic: I wish my 
problem muld be just magickcd awy. Q Sumh 
mnwked up a wotide@uI m w l  in a wry shoe 
time. 
6 v+adv+n. v+nlprm+adv 

mall /mew 
,mail sth 'off(toab)to send sthto sb by postmail: 

I m a i k d o ~  an applimtion the mat@ 
letter, package EB pst 8th dli (Brm, 

send sth of( (to sb) 
You can also use mail a letter, etc, but this 

often refers to the action of putting the letter in 
themailbox: Howmuchdoesitmst smut[a b m  
in Ituiy? 
Qv+ntpmn+adu +v+a&+n 

,ma11 5th bout to send sth to a lot of different 
people or places a t  the m e  time: t k t ~ ~ b g z x s  
will be mailed out m a t  w k .  
msandsthwt  

Mail sth canalso be used withtRts meaning. 
Q v+nlpron+adv 4 v+adu+n 

'major In 8th ( A m  to study 5th as your main 
subject at a university or college; to get a degree 
in that subject: He majomd in chemistry 
Q ~ + P ~ P  

-aw&ywrth 181 -0var 
-fm -mto 
-I& - lW,-ardS 
-01 *UP - oft - up b r  
-out 182 -upto 

,make a'way with 8th (b@ormaO to steal s lh  
and take it away with you: Thkm made a w  
with a cornpuler and lwo teIeviswm. 
+ S @ ~ ~ ~ O M A K E  OFF (WITH STH) 
@v+adv+prep 

'make for sbisth to move in the d M i m  of 
sblsth: Hejumped upond ~ ~ o r t h e d w r c  o She 
mndesfmightfor me 
EE) head iorhwardr  tth 
+ V + P ~ ~ P  

make for 8th (mi used in t h e p m w  m) 
to help to make sth possible; to produce a par- 
ticular result: The rumhour journey to work 
makesjbra long day. o The [nrgeprint makesfor 
easter rerrdina. 
Q v + m  

'make sb/sth Inta sth to change sWsth into 8th: 
They made the extm b e d m m  into Q bnthraom. o 
You 'm trying t o m k t  herintommelhings& isn't, 
o Theirslorytsk~ngmde ~ n w  amouie. 
IBB rum sblsth Ento 8th 
6 v + dpmn + prep 

'make 8th of sbisth tohavean impressionor an 
understanding of sblsth: What didyou mrrke of 
thtplay?o P never knew quite what to make of 
Nick. o The informlion rw have Is so m n f - ,  
it'shnrd bomnke anyfhing oJ rt. + v + nlpron + prep 

,make 'off (with sth) (lqformafi to hurry or rush 
away, especidy when sb Is trying to @scam or 
has stolen sth. T h e y o u l h s ~ o f f  InasdoIenwr: 
o Ruo boysmndeofl with our bags. 
4 See ak0 MAKE AWAY WlTW STH 
$v+adu 

,make 'out (t~~jimml) 4 used to ask sb hm they 
have managed or survived in a particular situ. 
ation: How ure yW making out In your new 
b m ? o  'Did you make out all right in the inter- 
view? 'Yes, fifine.'Z (with sb) (AmE) to kiss sb: I 
sawhermakingout mithB~IIy. 
+v+adv 

,make ' w t  (that ...), ,mab sblstmurself 
'out to be ... to claim that 5th is true that may 
not h; to try to make people believe sth: She 
mnde out (that) she was turning a forturn. cr 
Things amnl as badas he makes out, o T h  brc- 
chum made thepkia out lo be a quiet resort. o He 
makes hkimwU oui to be n big shot in the c&& o 
The hoded wm'tquite what u urllsmadeowfto be 
(=it  wasnot asgod  as the brochuresafditwas). 
+v+adv  v+nlpron+adv+to~ni 

,make sb!sth 'out 1 to manage to see sblsth or  
read 9th: I could jwi make out Ihe shupe of a 
horn  in the darkness, o CMI you make out his 
Isondwriting?~ She auld just make out the 
sound of ddistml U D ~  e I couldn't m k e  out 
what he was saying. 2 (us& in negadius sen- 
orid questions) to understand sblsth; to see the 
reasons why sth  happens or why sb behaves in 
the way thai they do: She muldn'i make out Ih@. 
expression on his faceas & $spoke. o I can't make 
her our at all. o He mrrldn Y make out what luas 
going on. o You need lo opptyfor aprmit, as far 
us I ma make out. o How &you make that out 
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( how did you m c h  that conclusion)?W 
Mnke ~ W s t h  out cannot be wed m the passive 
In thrs meaning. 
e l  v+adv+n + v+pron+adv v+n+adv(less 

fmq Wflt) 
Zv+a&+n v+ntpmn+adv 

p a  ke sth 'out to write out or completes form or 
clwument: He made out a ckquefir  £100 o Who 
d~oi l  I make the che~w out to I =  whose name 
ahallIwriteon it)?o Shnl l lmahthe  inwiwout 
lo the cumpoq? o Would you make out a list for 
me OF everyOne who's cuming? 
FQl cheque, llst 

In informal spoken language make sb oat  
uth canalsobe used: I'IEmakeyououta 1191. 
@v+adv+n * v+n/pmn+adv 

Fake s M h  *over ( i tb foml ,  especially Am6) 
In change sb/sth to give themlit a new 
nppearance; to change sth to give it a new use: 
They dmlded b make over the whok h o w  when 
they moved in. 
@v+adv+n + v + n m + a d v  
b ' r n a w r  n the process of fmpruving the 
nppearance of apersonor a place: She won a corn- 
pCte m a k e o w ( =  new clothes, hairstyle, etc.) in o 
mmpetltwn. 

F a k e  sth 'orer to sb to legally give sth you 
own tosbelse:HemMtehIsesla~ow~hiseIdest 
mn. o The government has mu& a h i  of its 
Wwer over lo the regiom. o The houst? wus mde 
i m r  lo the charity three ywrs ag~. 
IEE estate, money 
@ v + nlpron + adv + prep v+ a&+ n +prep 

F a k e  towards sblsth to go in the dlrsction of 
nblsth:imw themmaking WwordstReexi2. 
+v+prev 
ake 'up; ,make sblsth 'up; ,make your- 
self 'up C&rm to put substances on yourlsb's 
rycs, lips and face ta make them or yourself 
attractive or to prepare for an appearance in the 
theatre, on television, etc: It Fakes her on hour to 
make up beforegoing on smge. o She- ages 
mnking hemy up. o Thechildren had been made 
rip to ~mkIikeclows.  1 +v+adv 4 v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

b .madr'up adj wearing m l o d  subs tanm on 
the face: o heauiiy &upfafe 6 She's QlLuoyS 
mmfi lly made-up. 
+ S W ~ ~ M A D E - U P B ~ M A K E  8TH UP 
c 'makeup h IU1 substances that pwple put on 
their eyes, lips and face t~ make t h d v e s  
moreat!mctive, or that actors, etc. use: toput on 
your mk.+up o a make-up bug 
+see oko MAKE-UP at MAKE sTn UP 

m a k e  'up; ,make It 'up(wlth sb)((BrE) to end a 
clriaml or ad~sputewithsb:Lm'skissandmaRe 
up. o He$ mnde it up with hismmnls. 
Qu+adv 4 v+it+adv 

make up for ----. 
,make sth 'up 1 to Lmrent sth, often in order to 

deceive sb: He was making up s iorisf ir  the chil- 
d m .  o She made up on erccuse for being l o t  o 
Did you think I rws mnlcIng rt all up? BEi story, 
s x c w e ~ l t  k much more common to say 
makeupa story thaninvent astOry.2 ,malt9 'up 
sth to form a particular part of sth: Rice makes 
up a l o v e  pon oJ thew dret. o Women m k e  UP 
55% of thestudentpopulation. BE) account for 
sth; constitute 8th form0 9 ,make 'up sth, 
,make Mhem 'up to put sth together from sev- 
eral different th~ngs: the cultures a d  Mces that 
make up the nation o The mume i s  made up of 
five moduIes. E5 mnstltute nth: lse wm 
p r w d  of sth VormoO A noun must always 
follow up, but apronouncomesbetween theverb 
and Up. + W R ~  CQNSlST OF STHISB, CONSlST OF 
DOING STH 4 to complete sth, especially a num- 
ber or an amount: We need one more p h t r  to 
moke up a team. 5 to replace sth that has been 
lost: We n.wd to make up lost time, o He luas In# 
lor work but he made the time up thefillowing 
day. 6 to prepare sth; to make sth ready to use: 
Thepharmclcrsl mnde up the prescription (= the 
medicme). o She made up a h k e t  of food for the 
picnic. o The M ' s  already mnde w. -In 
informal s p k e n  language make sb up sth is 
also used: Con you make us upopocked lunch? 
e v + a d v + n  + v+nlpmn+adw 

~ v + & + R  
3v+adu+n + v+pm+arhr 
make up ywr 'mind Zo decide sth: I likebotn 

dresses - I m ' t  make up my mind. o Have you 
made up yuur minds where ta go far your honey- 
moon? a You'll newrpnlmde him lo stay - hB 
mmd's mnde up (- he has definitely decided to 
go). o Oome on - it's makegour mind yp time! 
b made-'up adj invented; nof true or real: It uras 
a: trwstov,  note made-up one. 
+seeah  WADE-urat  M A K E  UP,MAKE SB~STH UP, 
MAKE YOURSELF UP 
c 'make-up n 1 the dtfFemt things, people, qual- 
ities, etc that combine to form something: 
Aggression ispart of our genetic make-up. o The 
wuntry has a complicaled ethnic makeup 2 
( A m A  a schml test that you were not present for 
and that you take later: The make-up wwrll be on 
Fridoy. o o make-up mest 
+See a h  MAKE-UP at MAKE UP, MAKE SWSTA UP, 
MAKE YOURSELF UP 

,make 'up for sth; ,make 'up for doing sth 
to do orprovide s t h  gomltohlance orreducethe 
effects of sth bad: I hugh t  myself a new d m  h, 
make upfor notgenzng lhejoh o m  twoyears 
in prison Ws MW muking up for lost time (= 
doing the things he was not able to do whlle he 
was m prison& 
EE) compensate (for ah) (mmfirml) + v +adv + prep 





Phrasal verbs 
Sornetlrnes when you meet a multi-word verb, you can understand the meaning if 
you understand the verb and particle individually. For example, one meaning of 
put down is to place something somewhere: lock put the books dawn on the table. 
But what does it mean in the following sentence? She's olwayr puttingpeopIe dawn. 
It does not mean that she places people somewhere, but that she is alwap 
criticizing them. When you see a verb followed by a particle but you cannot 
understand the meaning in the context from the meaning of the verb and the 
particle, you have found an idiomatic phrasal verb. 

If you find other combinations of verh and particles which seem to have a different 
meaning from the verb used on its own, this is likely to be a type of phrasal wrb too 
Verbs which are always followed by the same partide are another type. (For more 
information on the types of phrasal wfbs found in this dictionary, look at page vi). 

It is useful to learn these combinations of verbs and particles as a chunk of language. 
It is also essential to learn the context the verb usually appears in. For example, put 
down in the sense of crificize is used with a pemn or people as the object. 

Recording Phrasal Verbs 
The firsi thirig you need to do is to 
find ways of recording the phrasal 
verbs you meet. It is a good idea to 
have a separate section for them in 
your vocabulary book. You should 
record the verb, its meaning and 
an example sentence to help you 
remember the context. Look at the 
example in the box. 

You could also record a translation 
in your own language but you must 
make sure the context ir the same. 

- 
to fall asleep. often when 
you don't intend to 
He usudlly drops off in 
front of the ftlevjston 

mess around '9$ 
I fork 

exampk I 

m u s e  he was rnmsslng 
a ring. ground instl 

mrtdnt fhir  
e.9. pur  H 

S exdm5 

The position of abjects - .- . m . - u  , C - -  .r F- - . -  
If the verb has an object, it is useful 
to record the possible positions of 
the object. In this dictionary you 
will find this information about mmpbs: She jrjed oltt h e  new w i p e  on 
each verb after the definitions and her ~hrldrcn. 
examples. You can record the 5hc tned 6 new rtxipc out on 
information as it is given in the her ~hildmn. 
didionary, or by putting examples = .  

in your notebook. 

Or you could record the verb as: try sth out, t ~ y  out dh Remember that when the 
object is a pronoun, it must come between the verb and the particle: She tried it out 
on the children. 

are typically used with particular nouns. It is a good idea to 
rrcord these. This will helo you with context and accuracy, e.g. 

to play 1 hlem or th E 
I to  or^ our a so!urran to fill in a clucument or form 

to to break off newtiations or f~ 
to to butt in on a conversoti~n 

find out ~IJ 
, . 

phase in d 
make up a 

down QJB 
. A . .  ... 

ou can use the common subjects or objeck given in the dictionary to help you 
do this. 

Organizing Phrasal Verbs 
When you record the verbs there are wayz of organizing them that may make them 
casrer 10 remember. I 

' U r w K  

crowd 
1: grow, 

. I. . 

a Organizing by pcirlicles 
The particles which appear wlth I ~ I T U ,  967 rrrru. crrrnr rrlto, 
phrasal verbs often have a general into 
meaning of their own, which can into, turn ir I ~ O  
help you to understand the meaning ng: ra11: mfo, pull into, amw rnro 
of the whole verb. For example. one 
meaning of the particle owr is 'considering. thinking about or examinin6 and this 
can help you to understand verbs like Eook over, talk over, go over, think over. read 
owr.  The particle up is the most common particle with phrasal verbs but it has 
several meanings e.g. 'increasing', 'improving', 'preparing', 'completing and 
finishing'. Therefore, you should try and record verbs under all these separate 
meanings. Look at the examples for the particle into above: 

?to, make ir 
I . .  

b Organizing by meaning grwrp5 
SomeTimes it can help you to 
remember verbs if you record them , ,,,, ,vu., fo qet cdrried dwdc to open up, in meaning (or semantic) groups. 
This is because these verbs often 
appear together in the same context, 

h: 
for example 'feelings', "tvel', Trime'. 
This means that when you need to 

LTtmc: to talkor wrj,te about a particular 
situation you will have at1 the verbs 
you may need together. For example: 

to fall ULF 

with 
to fdke 01 
to fouth down; to st( 
to get aw 
fUlG3 ;in; , 

:. to get on 

'r " "  

5 rea~ into; 
wn 

c Urganizing b y o p p s h  

I . - 7  
. - - +  - * - -7 

1 turn uphm down swit~h an/swit~h off ps o~~t/come round ' b m K  up/get fogether go awdy/come bring forwani/ptrt 



d Organizing by d i  meanings a d  ptimmr b~ the same vwb 
For example: make up 

to m a b  uJ - to plrt on mdke-up Oiptidk, eye-4hadow. 
invent sfi 

h m e  Fit 
form or LOI 

I . I  ,+ 

after an ar 
:ng 

I. .I .I 
70 maw up your m~m. . - OMtae p m  a nurn~er o j  posstotr~. . . _ 

e Ugonizing threewad & 
You may want to record together the verbs that are followed by an adverb and a 
prepes~tiora. For example: 

to ~ u i  bed on to ~ o t ~ h  up on to 90 dlong w n h  to stun4 in for 
to fee/ up fo to ~ o m e  in for fo get round to to look bdck on 
to run out of to get on with to lookfomdrd to lo take am- from 

NB However you organize y w r  verbs, it is eswnt~al that yw r e m d  them in the same way, 
that is with their rneanmg and context. 

Learning Phrasat Verbs 
These are some ideas far self-study that may help p u  to learn and remember 
phrasal verbs, 

i Try to rend in English, especially informnl writing such as tabloid newspapers and 
novels, and underline oll the phrasal verbs you find. Check their rneoning in your 
dittionory and make a note io your vocabulary book as suggested above. 

ii Learn the verbs in orgnnized groups (as suggested on p $22-25) miher thnn 
randomly. Constantly look back through your vocabulary book - forniliarity ond 
repstition help you to leorn more effectively. 

iii Think of a particle and then tr)r and list the different 'meonings' that the particle 
has. When you have done this, see how mony verbs you can list under eoch 
menning. You ton olso do this exercise with a friend. tf you can learn the 
meonings of the particles, i t  will help you to understand new verbs you come 
across. The Guide to Particles ot the bock of the dictionary will help you with this. 

iv Look ot the verbs you have recorded in meaning groups. Try to leora nll the verbs, 
then in your head ar in writing, make up a story using os mony of the verbs as 
possible. These 'ston'es' will help you to remember the context for the verbs. 
try this with a friend. Tell each other stories ond corred each other if necessary. 

v Write down ten exomple sentences of phrasoF verbs h o t  you wont to learn, Then 
on onother piece of paper write down a tmnslation in your own longunge. 
Underline the verb in your language. One week later, take out your tronsloted 
sentences. Look nt  rhe underlined verb nnd try to remember what the  pbrasol 
verb equivalent is in English. This will help you to 'think' in phrasal verbs, rather 
than using a more formal haanslotion from your language. 

r a ~ l  verbs are often the usual way of expressing something in  everyday language. 
A r i n ~ l e  word which means the same is often more formal. Look at this description 
of an excursion from a printed brochure: F . ~ -- .- . . , + 

? coach will 
I mountain I 
. b .,, .. 

Im T~II~I t  our m' dee at 09.00. Leaving the city, 
the passes to math the temple at 10.: 

. - 

rll be exped 
via the 'Lo: 

. . .  

it will am1 
$0. A local 
: .--- ... :Is -. gulde will conduct the tour ano WIII answer any questions that arise. Vis~rurs W ~ I  riot 

be admitted unless they are wearing suitable clothing, and w Ve 
their shoes before entering the temple. The group will Muty 
where lunch will be provided for those who have requested il 

tad to Fm_l! 

;t Valley', 

ow look at this letter, 
hich Penny wrote to 

her friend when she got 
back from her holiday. 
In this letter the words 
that are underlined in 1 the brochure text 
would be too formal. 
'Use a form of one of 
each of the phrasal 
verbs i n  the box t o  f i l l  
the gaps in  her letter: 

. " s > 7 n -  - = . - 
ask f o ~  back 
come to 
go in  lay on 
let in sri UII 

shm ake off 

r come 
up get. 

wcar l o n g - s l u d  t o p  and long h-ouacm or f i e f  wouldn' f 
h p v e u s .  Ofmw, we hd to- 

aboUt how w w w  SUP+ to hhd* 4nd abod ffic hisfmy 
4 the place. C. 7hcpIe i t ~ ( f  ~5 absoIutely. bmih fa t iq  but 
thdt l r t l ~ l P  ih fhing k ~ a e  wc 
through w h a f  *ey dl f i e  h i  hlley'. Lunh mrtl 

Recording phrasal verbs 
Here are mme suggest~ons for your own vocabulary records. 

Oxford Unlnersity Prev 



%me people are born to study, others just think ~ t k  a bore. Here's a quiz for you to try 
to flnd which category you are in. First you'll need to complete the questions by 
choosing a verb from the box on the left to make a phrasal verb (you may need to 
change the form of the verb). The first one has been done for you. Then try the quiz, 
For each qudion tick the Fetter that best applies to you. The questions are written to 
someone who has finished school, so d you are still at school you wilt need to imagine 
the questions are in the present tense. You can check the completed questions on page 
372 before you start the quiz 

, , , 1 At school 

pick A did teachers always X on you and you off 
keep for no reason? - 
tell B did kids who - around in class annoy you? - 

C did you wer get - k c k  for extra study? - 

,,it 2 When you are given an essay to do, do you 

get A - on with it straight away and finish if early? - 
put B - off starting if until the last possible moment? - 

C do some work on it immediately then i t  aside 
for a while? - 

3 How do you go about writing the essay? 130 you 

jl A - down some notes hen write ir and - it in? - 
L B do it in rough first, and then i t  out neatly or 

t' - it up? - 
write C - it out corefully then w r i t  and edit it? - 

- .  
beaver Do P u  
gPt A work steadily and t h r o u g h  your exams? - 
5 B - fhrwgh your w m s  despite - all yeor? - 
51 C justdoenough t o b y ?  - 
rattle 5 Wen you do an exam, do you 

go A t h r o u g h  it and - it in wrly? - 
check B o v e r  each question curefully before - on to 
hand he next one? - 
move C answer all the ques~ions hen - through your 

answers? - 
. - ' 

6 If you're reading o newspaper article in English, do you 

come reach kr your English dictionary 
look A as soon as you - across a word you don" know? - 

B only to - up a wwd whose meaning yw can't guess? - 
C only a h r  you've - through the orticla once w i h  

o dictionary? - 
@ Oxford University Press 

7 Which of these methods is the best if you want to spmk 
good English? 
A - up for evening classes? - 
B - awoy your books and find someone to talk with 

in English? - 
C - up on vocabulary every night? - 

- 8 When you had to stay off school h e n  you were younger, 
A did you study while you were sick in order not to - 

write behind? - 
B were you just happy h have o u t  of lessons? - 
C did you b o w  a friend's notes and - them up? - 

9 When you had homework did you 
A do ir as well os you could? - 
R - it down as quickly as pssible? - 
C - a friend into letting you copy theirs st he last minuk? - 

- 10 When you had a week of exams coming up did you 
A o u t  a revision timetable in plenty of time? - 

work 8 - up the subiect the night before each exam? - 
C just take it wsy and hope easy questions - up? - 

-- 11 I~there'saquizonlVdoyou 
A - wer to something more interesling? - 

come B - out an answer quickly, even if you're not sure? - 
C get annoyed if the answer doesn't - to you quickly? , 

...- 
ill 
tch 

w~' 12 What do you like to do on a long train iorrrney? 

ch A - out and gaze out of the window? - 
ca B buy a paper and - up on the news? - 

C - down with a good bmk? - 

ROW check your score on page 372. 

20-24 pints: You were b m  to study. Yw ore the 3.pe of sludent leachen love. 
Remember to relax sometimes! 

14-19 pim Ycu don't m i d  studying ond yw aren't frighmend of exams, bvt sometimer 
you need u little push in the. right direction. 

+I3 poinh: You con fore yourself to study if you absolule17 hwe b, but thwe ore 
other things hot you'd much ruther be doing. 

0-8 pinh: w! &dying is as ndumt b you as breuthing air is  k a fish! 

If you are working in class, dixuss your answers to the quiz with other students and 
give each other advice about how to improve your study methods. For example: 
'You should look up words you don't know in the dictionwry.' 'You shouldn't have 
messed around in class'. 

Q Oxford University Press 
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D 
If you enjoy sport, you will meet many of the phrasal verbs that are used ta describe 
different sports. Now cover the left-hand page and match the definitions on the left with the phrasal 

P r b .  from the mracts on the right. One has been done for you as an example. Here are three extracts from a sports bulletin. Complete the extram with phrasal 
verbs, using either a verb from the box on the left or a particle from the box on the 
right in each gap. You will need to change the form of the verb in some cases. Use 
your dictionary to help you if you need Po. The first one has been done for you. 

bring 
end 
play 
rule 
send 

catch 
drop 
hold 
urge 

. . 
go 
hold 
kr 
pi 
se 
tanr 
come 

centre forward. As the Spanish players appealed 
a penalty, the Italians 

to score. The Spanish captain Martin 
was then - for arguing with the referee. 

up fortunate winners, but their 
goalkeeper picked a hand injury and has 

he Tokyo marathon bas been won by Takeshi 
Saito of Japan. on by the home crowd, 

Salto forged after just 5 kilometres and 
built up a 2-minute lead. The chasing runners did not 
g i v e ,  and gradually reduced the lead. The hot 
weather and the fast pace caused several leading 
athletes to out. Saito's recent training in 
the Sahara desert paid - as he afl the 
strong challenge of the Kenyan Daniel Nyanga, who 

up with 5 kilometres to go, then fen 
in the final kilometre. 

-, - 

has beaten Russia" Irena Markova in three sets to 
- - to the final of the French Open. Adamou 
aid afterwards, "I've never up such a 
)ugh opponent. Before I came here I thought I'd get 
- out in the first round, but new I've got a 
chance of winning." Adamou, who only 
- the sport four years ago, will up a 
cheque for $100,000. The loser will have to 
far just $50,000 ! 

away 
back 
for 
off 
U P  

- - -  
ahead 
back 
off 
UP 

"- 
against 
through 
UP 
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Have you noticed how many phrasal verbs are used in computing? Try this crossword 
to see how many you know. Use the dia~onary to help you if you need to. 
L3w a verb from the top box and a particle from the lower box to complete each 
sentence. The missing word(s) can be a verb, an adjective or a noun. The solid lines 
in the crossword show the divisions between words. 

Phrasal verbs are not necessar~ly ~nturrnat. The ones on this page, for example, could 
appear in a text book or a rnagazlne art~cle on the environment. 
Use your environmental knowledge and your phrasal verb dictionary to help you 
complete this exercise. Match the heads and tails of the sentences, then write the 
comp!eted sentences in a logical order under the appropriate heading. The first one 
has been done for you. 

switch hack type back scan -boo? shut 
F log scroll add click 

d 
U p  Ill 11"  

on down on Into 
up down up in 

lrint pull POP go The algae uses -. 
the sail o r  

I r -1 

d end up in I 
1 6  1 1 .  

own out . . - .- .- on 
down ugae rem , - wnen rtrrsil ruels nra 01 

3 nnd other r, and tlsh die. 
gase 

'es from fltrt~ r into space. 

Greenhouse gases soak L fhe nitrates and multiplier uncontrollably. 

~naehouse 
s ore given - 
ilizers soak 

 he oxyger 

- heat !hat s 

1 in the wute 

the Gmmhouse Wed 

, hrbon  d i ~ x i d c  and other grcenhws VS r l r ~  given whcn fossil fuels dre bumd. 

Dorm 
1 he link blow to visit 

wr website. 
2 Select 'options' from the 

menu. 
3 The printer didn't work &use I'd 

forgotten to it -! 
4 l stuck a o f h  

ernail on the wall. 
6 Close all prosrams kfme you 

your computer. 
7 You con your photos 

and ernail them to friends. 
9 vital documents on 

floppy disk to avoid losing hem i f  
your system crashes. 

FO The computer sometimes takes ages 
to when I lurn it on. 

1 1 You'll need a password to - 

Across 
5 You can downlaad various 

s hat allow your 
existing software fo do w e n  more 
dings. 

8 A feenager managed to 
he txlnk's main 

database. 
12 I hope the oompukr doesn't 

aguin or I'll 
never finish this work. 

13 the page until you 
find he iim you want. 

14 your password and 
press 'entet. 

15 If you click on the right mouse 
button a menu will 

appeat 

7-- -7 . ,, . + . .- ?,  - . - ). < ..I 

Soma rpetia of onimak and plants 10s- 
their h 

s carbon dip: 

So 

L desert. 

- bv trees. 

Many frees or 

The language used to talk about computers is often quite informal. Look out 
for phrasal verbs used in a figurative or creative way, such as 'cmnk up a search 
engine' (= start it working) or 'wander around the web'; and keep an eye out 
for invented combinations, such as 'browsing off (= starting to browse). 

If you are studying for an exam and the environment is a topic you need to know, you 
may find it useful to record these phrasal verbs together in your vocabulary notebook. 
Add a definition and an example. Use the dictionary to help you record some 
information about the grammar af the verbs. 

Q Oxfwd Univenity Press 



Some p h r a ~ l  verbs are used more commonly in newspapers, etc. than in other 
kinds of wntlng. Look at these headlines and make sure that you understand the 
whrasal verbs ln them. - - 

The story of a company 
llrre is the outl~ne h~story of Hall Motors. Fill in the missing parlicles and follow the 
rrw and fall of this (flctional)) company. Use the phrasal verbs dictionary to help you. 

1 

k Hall desig~ ; the 'Hall so 
y mkhes - loll soon has 

1 

pruuuce biwtles. 

: 1902 Holl, 
mec 

I l u UNIONS TAKEQN 
~iden't ,i, 6 

Manager shps dow 
2 buck voters after cup disaster - - 

MAGEME 
NEW Sk 

!NT OVER 
HFTS 

fety cycle' t 
to hke- 

an 
3 him 

1888 Fran 
tea11 
-.-A 

7s and build! 
- nnd f 

t his bock yo 
- five wc 

sd. Tha desi! 
lrkers to hell 

. - 

~D,M,C,*TS ,A,, 
FOR TOUGHfR 
SENTEH(IHG 

- .-+-. .- 

, who now h 
hanic, and t! 

the hicr 

.ce of 50, te 
mir first cor. T 
L. L..-l --A- 

motor 
I// 

PRESIDE 
IN FOEi 

- - 

as o Hrorktol 
ley build the 
tcle side of t ~ ~ e  uusrrlms. 

oms wlm nls co 
hey set 'Hull Mc - - 

- GOVERNMEW 
ROBBMS B O W S ' O ~  DOWN OVER N 

AFrER TO YEARS 
- 

,is rnhisked awuy 

El to honeymoon 
hideaway_ __, -- 

- - - - ,  

! 1906 Hall Motors i s  th 
20 tors a week. 

. . . .  . 

e country's ! ;econd bigge r CLIMBS 
EW ROAD 

st cor rnand 'octurer, !urn 

rnpany. : 1945 Fronk Hall dies GIIU 111, NII L 

3 1954 The for a llgnr 4-wneer orlve - 
- ssful Trail Ranger'. 

3 1963 Hall ,rlvlwl, lt-vvlullvlllLr;~ T I I ~  desi~n of the small cur w,,,p ,,,, ,,wnie'. Soles toke 

: 15 
: 1974 Wo'orn.l> UI ltlc ~ c = u >  IIUUIIU r 

lill tokes - 
e , . , . .  

t h e  COI 
, rn 1 .  

company sel 
- the ea 

.-.. n 

es a morket 
remely succe 
I..6nn:+nr #I. 

vehicle, and 

,.,aL +ha =Tn 

tomes - 

. . d Romp Ah 
+-. 

- 
)69 The 

19 - 1 

its moin rival 

ecord profi~s 

Is, Walloce C 
Zn nmtl.r+ n 

Try to guess what the stories might be about. If you are working in class. discuss 
your ideas with a partner. Then answer the questions below to match the headlines 
with the subject of the article that they go with. 

'on and Rydr 
. . 

. r l  , v , G , ,  dt the latest pay otter, sparking 
- 

#87 The 
and 

- several years of ma lion unrest. nagementur 
1 Which headline goes with an article about somebody travelling to an important 

meeting? 
2 Which reports that somebody was taken to a secret destination? 
3 Which two headlines talk about somebody resigning? 
4 Which headline refea to repom about the start of fighting? 
5 Which article is about somebody trying to win an election? 
6 Which is a report on rising prices? 
7 Which comes from a sports report about a team winning a game easily? 
8 Which headline is about people wanting new punishments? 
9 Which article reports that somebody has changed their mind about something? 
70 Which report is about events that are happening in a tense situation? 

rr ovoid bein 
.s for the firs 

b v  
ny years. Th 

American M 
ing seem to 

cornpony ju! 
announces t 

g swu//owed 
t time in ma 

,otors, 
hove 

turn 

)92 Hull 
imp1 
-- -" 

Motors' mol 
3m. With so 
- - - -. . - - - 

'~er  snare nr ually worn by cheaper foreign 
les faIIing _. ,~ickly as deb% m o u n t ,  the cornpony 

'-.~t is boiled - by a lost-minute aovernment loon. 

)rs hkes - tuncing 
l e11~ .  After i nodels, 

~pe morors 15 .-_, _. . value of the uourlu JJIUUI cousins 
on is token 1 

15 been gmd 
ffs rll 

. 
: to decline, 
I break even 
; rounht 

oles continu1 
its oim is to 

m. . . 

- 

Europe Motc 
within two 

ffs the 

- the co 
nvesting heo 

A .La-  

mpony, onnt 
~vily in new I 

k 

#99 Ass 
that 
Furr: ,- - 

- Holl Mo 

Hotl Motors 
3m to plung 

10 workers u 
-. 

e. The decisi 

re loid - 
b wind - 
st remaining 

tors. 

plant closes 
Further practice 
On your own 
When you see English newspapers, look for phra-F verbs in the headlines. In your 
vocabulary notebook, keep a record of any you find. 

Further practice 
1 Sort the phrasal verbs above into three groups according to whether you feel 

their meaning is positive, negative or neutral. 
Class activity 
Look through some English newspapers and find headlines containing phraul wrk. 
Cut out the headlines with the art~cles. In groups, cut the headlines from your 
articles and mix them all up. Put the headlines and the articles in an envelope. Pass 
your envelope to another group. Their task is to try to match the headfines with the 
articles. Do the same for the headlines and articles in the envelope you receive. 

Q Oxford University Press &w - . +--~m 

4- 

mtch on 

2 Research and write 10 important dates in the history of a famous real company, 
using these and/or other phrasal verbs. 

Q 01lbrd Univcaity Press 

- 
close down 

+I - 
team up 



Using this Dictionary 
Phrasal verbs are especially common in informal language, but it is important to 
know whether a phrasal verb is informal or not to help you use it more appropriately. 

Look at the dictionary entry below and notice how information on the formality 
of the phrasal verb is given: 

away because you 
hucked the oIds4fa 
's puper out. I still 

w Look up the following phrasal verbs in your dictionary and complete the table 
on the right. 

a bootsb out f put sbdown 
Ib provide for 5th g tune out 
E turn up h attend to sbl 
d barge into sb 5th 
e throw sth aside 

Practice 
w Read the following email from Helen to her friend Katy. underline all the phrasal 

verbs that you can find. One has been done for you, there are 10 others: 

't heard from you for a while so 1 thought I'd take a break from 
orh and write. I'm desperately trying to swot up for my exams at the 
oment - you know I had to retake them, after messing up so badly in 

une. So I spend my days beavering away at my desk, and my evenings 
egging out in front of the television. Very unhealthy and vw bonng! 

Anyway, how are you? How is the course golng? Are they making you 
rk hard? I'm sure you'll b m  through it! 

@Oxford UnIwrsiQ Press 

Funny - I'm sure last tlme I spoke to him he was going to jack it all tn and 
see the world! My Nick's doing pretty wel[ too - he's swanning around 
having busrness lunches wery other day while I'm stuck here. It's not fair! 
Sthl I suppose 11's my own fault for mucking around last year when I should 
have been studying. 

Are you wming to Brighton m n ?  Don't forget to look me up if you are. 
You m l d  come and stay for a w p l e  of days after my exam. R will be good to 

up with you after so long. What do you think? Phone or email me, OK? 
Helen xx 

1. Now wr~te one of the phrasal verbs from the ernail next to the definitions below / according to its meaning. One has been done for you. 

la work very hard (at sth) 
b study very hard, especially when you are preparing for an exam 
E go from one place to another feeling pleased with yourself 
d speak or talk quickly in an excited way 
e visit or contact sb when you are in the place where they live 
f f ~nd  out about things that have happeened to somebody 
g stop doingsth, especially your job 
hi succeed in sth very easily 
i relax in a lazy way and do very little 
j do sthvery badly 
k behave in a silly way, especially when you should be working or 

doing 5th else 

Replace all the information (in italics) with one phrasal verb from the 
box, remembering to change the verb into the correct form. The first one has 
been done for you. 

level with you 
a O K , ~  I'm afraid we're not able to accept 

your proposals at this time. 
b Greg was all ready to do the bungee jump, but at the last moment he decided not 

to do it bemuse he was ofraid. 
c We're going to visit the new bar in town to H if it's anygod Would you like to come? 
d Dinner? I haven't had time to go the shops, but I guess I'll be able to provide 

something quickly and without planning. 
e Our class was really behind the others, so we did the last three ~ h a p t e ~  wty quickly. 
f I don't like watching horror movies - they moke me fwl really shocked and scared. 
g He's usually pretty quick, but it took him ages to understand what I meant 

without being told directly. 
h As soon as I asked her about her family, she just refused to spmk because she 

didn't want lo talk about it. 

l ou t  -lw check out 
. -.- ̂ - _  I . .  - * r - l l *  " - , . -  . " - .a- * +. 

freak out cotton on rustle up 
wh~p through clam 
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refer to 
report bat 

consist bj 
point out 

rd asu 
- 1 .  

ething 
ablem 
ggestion 
. . .  -- 

The following verbs are often used in essays and reports and are slightly more 
'formal' than the majority of phrasal verbs. The verbs are listed below together with 
the context in which they typically appear in a piece of writing. 

1 ~rticular sul 
1 

2 person or 
~rnittee abc-. . . go throy,. , ,,,, 

12 the r 7 
3 enforge ul Somr ild 
4 put forwa be dl 
5 draw UD pwn or propc erl~t out any unnecessary 
6 several section! information 
7 an important p a topic or idea 

of information occountfor why sorneth~na 
8 ~urrr up the I  hap^ 

disc1 
nain point 
~ssed 

> 

iece 14 
15 

write dov 
t fire away 

set out 

... 

vn the i 
the r 

rh 3 lie+ 
, "1 pro,, 

,easons whl 
:thing shoi 
one 

Read the following extract from a report and replace the underlined words with the 
phrasal verbs listed below. 

inflation. ........... ... ... .... 

arges upon 

gon 
dmr 
rep( 

e through 
wn up 
wed back 

con deals 
Put sets 01 
enf, 

sun 
refe 
accc 

lmed up 
rs to 
lunts for 

with 
ut 

Now write your own report using as many of the phrasal verbs above as possible. 
Imagine you have been studying English at a college in Britain and the Principal has 
asked you to write a short report explaining what you enjoyed about the course, 
discussing any problems you had and suggesting some improvements for next year. 
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below is a short list of what you may have liked and another list of some problems. 
Remember to explain in the introduction what your report is about and to finish with 
your suggestions. There is a sample answer in the key (at the back of the dictionary). 

- - > - - 7  - .  
G W ~  points ~roblems 
w enjoyed le m expenrive ca 
a helpful tei m not enough boo~s In llarary 
w meeting other students m boring trips and visits 

Exercise 3 
Sn the sentences below, choose the best verb to fill the gap. 

1 This document the brochures you were sent eadier this week. 
a consists of b refers to c accounts for 

Z It is important to that our prices have been reduced. 
a set out b sum up c point out 

3 The director would like you to the list carefully and check the figures. 
a go through b draw up c deal with 

4 The secretary reported that the papers had been in the wrong order. 
a filed away b accounted for c put forward 

5 It is useful to all the important points in a presentation. 
a draw up b write down c edit out 

6 It is essential to the main poinb discussed in your report. 
a put forward b file away c sum up 

7 This afternoon the MD will on our success in the new markets. 
a sum up b write down c report back 

8 The presentation will the issue of customer complaints. 
a deal with b account for c point out 

Formal verbs 
You will find many other verbs marked formal in this dictionary. Many of them have 
the pattern v + n/pron -F prep and are often used in the paaive. To a h b e  sth to 
sb, to preface sth by/with sth, to refer sb/sth to sb/sth are examples of these. 
Other formal verbs are reflexive and have the pattern v + pron + prep. Examples 
are to address youm/f to sth, to avail youm,f of sth and to dissociate yourself 
from 5th. 

You may not always recognize them as 'phrasal verbs', but they murt always be used 
in these patterns. They are often used in business or in spoken or written news 
reports. If you are studying at urtiversiw or college, you may meet them in academic 
textbook or journals. If you meel verbs like this, keep a note of them, with their 
patterns and an example, in your vocabulary book. 
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Forming the passive 
Notice the word order of the lpassive phrasal verbs: 

Active You'll need to write down the dei Verb + parficlc + 0bj& 
or Did you write the details down? title : Verb + Ot 

ry verb 'to 
. -  .. . I down. 

- A _ _ _  -I 

Passiw The details will need to be writter k'+ 
The details weren't written down rurrccov. = Vera p s r  ronrctpIe] + 
Have they been written down? Particlt 

Transitive and intransitive verbs 
Verbs can be used either without an object, (intransitive), for example sleep: 
I slept &#@$. I slept for 8 hours. 
or with an object, (transitive), for example m d  in the sentence: 
She's reading the newspaper. 

Combinations of verbs and particles can be used in the same way: 
sit down (intransitive): I sat down. 
put sth on (transitive): I put on my coat I put my a t  on. 
rely on sb/sth (transitive): You con refy on me. 

Exercise 1 
Which of the following verbs + particles haw an object and which do not? 

1 He likes to stand out in the crowd. last minute. 
2 I'm rooking for a new job. 5 1 didn't get the job - they turned 
3 Turn off the TV if you don't want to down my application. 

watch it. 6 Do you think the sun will come out 
4 Our holiday plans fell through a t  the this afternoon? 

We can divide the transitive verbs + particles into two further groups: 

those where the verb can be separated from its particle (separable) 
rn those where the verb and particle must occur next to each other (inseparable) 

In this dictionaw, this information is shown in the grammar patterns following the verbs. 
Self sth out is separable: . p - - T  - - - -.r- . . -- , - 
J i '~ &rt outihe accommodation. J 1.i sort thh accommodation out: 

v+adv+n v+n/pron+adv 

But jump at str able: 

to stud; ai: 
. _. __". -., *. ?-. -, . - 7- . 
broad. Ir I'd jump the chance at to study 

abroad. 

Now divlde the verbs that have obj- in 
the sentences abwe according to their grammar. 
Refer to the dictionary entries if you need help 
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E ~ m r r -  * 
The following sentences contain the same verbs, this time in the passive. Look at the 
table and then answer the question below. 

Which type of verbs can generalry be used in the passive? 
Complete this general 'rule' using the words 'scperoble' or ' in~parabK: 

J Passive possible 
L 

The television must be turned off 
after use. 

My application's been turned down. 

phrasal vel 
rbs cannot. 

f Fassiw not possible 

Jobs have to be looked for very carefully. 

+bs can gen sed in the I 
phrasal ve 

. . . .I. . However, rncre are many exceptions! 
The verbs in the following sentences are all separable. 

J Passive possible I I( Passive not possible 1 

Notes in the dictionaty tell you when you cannot use the passive with this type of verb. 
The following sentenm all contain inseparable verbs. 

' 
~ 

Notes in the dictionary tell you when you can use a passive with verbs of this type, 

Can the whole chapter be lefl out? 

The top floor is being made into a 
I separate flat. 

J Passive possible 

That remark wasn't called for! 
He hates being fussed owr. 
Can this section be improved on? 

Lxelicse 4 
Some phrasal verbs are often u d  in the passive. ;karge ib (ear of sd 
(Agaln, notes in the didonary give you this ripsboff mixsbup 
information.) Choose one verb fmm the box and put kick sb out burn sth down 
it Into the correct form to complete each sentence: 
1 She's been shoplifting. 
2 If you carry on like this you'll be of college. 
3 The building was in the riuts. 
4 No one knows where Jerry is. He hasn't been since the summer. 
5 The twins look so alike that they are often . 

I 6 510 for this? You've been . 

My meaning just can't be got across no 
matter how I try. 

We were sat down by the manager 
in his office. 

C Passiw not possible 

The noiw will just have to be put up 
with, I'm afraid. 

When you Imk up a verb in the dictionaty, look to see if there is a note about the passive. 
Q Odord UnlwslQ Press 



Where do new phrasal verbs come from? 
New phrasal verbs turn up In the language all the time, but where do they come 
from? One answer is of course that new inventions and activities appear and new 
names and verbs are invented to describe them. But in fad, they are not usually 
completely new verbs, but either new combinations of existing verbs and particles, 
or old phrases which have found new uses. 

T From literal meclning to figurative meaning. 
Plough back originally meant to return a crop that you have grown to the soil. This 
was done to produce more. It is easy to see how this can change to being used 
about reinvesting profits in a business. Sometimes the connection is less obvious. An 
American student may brow off his or her classes (that is, not go to them) - perhaps 
because they seem as unimportant as a fty that you would blow off your face. 

2 New opposites. 
In the past we tended to dress up more for formal occarions, putting on special 
clothes and perhaps jewellery. Today, modern companies often try to foster a more 
creative and relaxed atmosphere by allowing staff to dress down once a week, that 
is, to wear more casual clothes. 

3 Msw verbs frwn nouns or dm. 
There are enormous possibilities for creating phrasal verbs because they don't have 
to be made from existing verbs. Nouns, too, can turn into verbs and be used with 
particles to make new phrasal verbs. These often come into the language first 
through American English where there seems to be more freedom for wods to 
change grammatical class, or through informal spoken language. 50 from the noun 
luck, instead of 'getting lucky', we can luck out and cowards ('wimps', people who 
have no courage or 'bottle') might wimp out or bttFe out. 

4 Adding perticlw fw emphasis. 
Somet~mes a simple verb can turn into a phraat verb without any real change of 
meaning. We now often hear something like 'Profmar Jones will head up an 
internat/onal team.' where before we would have said that he will head the team, 
and it is dlfflcult to see any reason for this change, except that the paflicle 'up' 
seems to strengthen the meaning of the verb. 

Task A 
Find phrasal verbs with free, hype, tense, tmt and drown that are similar to this. 

In addition to forming new verbs in the ways we have looked at, it is also possible to 
lorm many other combinations of verbs and particles. Think, for example, of all the 
ways that movement can be described. Almost any verb of motion can team up with 
almost any particle. Because we can go back or come back, we can abo hurry back, 
amble back or tear back. We can say 'I walked around the town', so it's alw 
possible to 'I sauntered around", or wandered around, or strolled around. If 
you are having a lazy day, perhaps you sit around at home. You might also l ie 
around or lounge around. If we want to describe how somebody came in, dtd they 
sneak in, burst in, creep in or storm in? You can see how using corn binations of 
verbs and particles in this way can make your speech and writing more interesting. 

 ask B 
combine a verb from the box on the left with a particle from a box on the right and 
make a verb that might describe one of these things that you might see when you 
are out. If you are working in class, see if your partner can guess which person or 
thing your verb is describing. Then write a sentence for each one. 

a sports car o butterfly 
a boy with his leg in plaster o bee 
o train tourists visiting a palace 
a smalf child in o park a group of boys going to ~ h o o l  
a teacher going home ot the end 
of a Iong day 

flutter 
steam 

hobble 

flash 

hurry 
wander 

around ri 0% 

New phrasal verbs in modern life. 

You will find other new verbs on other study pages. 
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Business and communication 

fax out a document 
fire off an email 
bump sb of! the Internet 

Conclusion 
We live in a fast-changing world and new expressions to describe it can be coined 
faster even than dictionaries can record them! However, we don't need to freak out 
when we meet a new phrasal verb, because we are usually already familiar with one 
or both of the parts when we hear a new add~tion to English. (The Guide to the 
Partides at the back of the dictionary will give you more information on the way 
particles are used.) No need, then, to panic - just lighten up and chill out! 

Personal life 

work out in the gym veg out with a pizza 
chill out and watch TV and a video 
lighten up pig out on junk fad - 
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Corn binatrons of verbs and particles are extremely common In English, especFally in 
the spoken language. Many of these verbs appear to have a single-word equivalent 
(a synonym). However, often the single-word equivalent is not used in the =me 
context or has a slightly different meaning. For example, it is often said that find out 
means the =me as discover, but in fad find out is generally used for facts and 
information, whereas d i m r  can be used for something you are the first penon to 
learn about, such as a place or scientific technique. It is therefore essential to learn 
the most frequently used phrasal verbs if you want to understand and speak English 
well. Here are some exercises to help you understand and learn the most common. 

Particles 
The following verbs are organized by their particle. You will find more about the 
rneanlngs of the particles in the Guide to the Particles at the back of the dictionary. 

UP 
Match the item on the left with the item on the right. 

(i) increasing or irnpru~ing: 
Many people 
Students 
Peter, 
Children 
corn pEding or finishing: 
Add up 
Hang up 
Give up 
Wake up 

grow up so fast and soon leave home. 
bring up their children to be well-mannered. 
cheer up when their university exams are over 
hurry up or we will miss the train. 

the phone - you've been talking for ages. 
early if you want to get to work on time. 
your expenses and give them to my secretaw. 
chocolate if you want to get fit. 

Down 
Put the correct verb into the gaps below. 

.. . - -.. 
( 1  f t u n  break let 

1 down When your car , it no longer w o k .  

2 somebody Ifsomebody . they don't do something 
down that you were relying on them to do and you may 

feel disappointed. 

3 down If you an invitation, yau don't accept it. 
?. - . . . ,, - , I.- - 

( i i )  : bend keep lie put sit 

1 Every day, at 8pm, we all down to have dinner together. 
2 If you don't want him to see you, you'd better your head down. 
3 That bag looks heavy! You can it down over there. 
4 The coach made us down and touch our toes. It was quite difficult. 
5 I'm so tired - I'm going to down on the bed. Wake me up if I fall asleep. 
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F B .  
Match the Item on the left with the item on the right. 
On 
Continuing: 
1 The professor a went on for months until we resolved it. 
2 The customer b keeps on talking to me and interrupting my work. 
3 My boss c carried on talking even though the seminar had finished. 
4 The problem d held on for several minutes then put the phone down. 

aft 
Deporting: 
1 Get off a early so you miss the traffic on the motorway. 
2 Go off b the bus at the next stop if you want the city centre. 
3 Run off c on holiday by yourself if you really want to relax. 
4 Set off d and play in the garden -you need some fresh air. 

Proup c 
Put the correct verb into the gaps below. 
In .. - . 4"- 

Entering or arriving: break in check in come in let in 

1 in When you somewhere you enter a place, often 
somewhere familiar such as your home or when a friend 
invites you to their house. 

r in When you , you register at a hotel or an airport d e k  
3 When you you open the door and allow them 

somebody in to come in. 
4 in If someone , they enter a building illegally. 

but 
Leaving: 

NB Brtlak into 8nd check into mean thz same m b& In and 
check in but they must tse followed by an object. 
, . , - -. - . & , . ? - . - - - 
break come fall get 

1 Some medical treatments can make your hair out. 
2 As l was out of the car, I fell wer. 
3 4everal prisoners have out of jail. 
4 Aswe out of the hotel we saw the beach right in front of us. 

Gmup D -& with an adverb and a pmposirion 
Uw the verbs to fill the gaps in the sentences below. 

-.- -..... * .-" .-.-- * - r ,  , -  + - ..,,.. - , - w - 7 - - . - , -  --- 
idok forward to get on with hang on to run out of put up with 

1 You shou!d your baggage at the airport in case it gets stolen. 
2 I've been really meetlng your family. 
3 Oh no, we've milk again - will you go to the shop and get some? 
4 1 don't know how you his temper - you must be wry patient. 
5 1 my father very well - we always have a 'laugh together. 



Meaning Croups 
The following verbs are organized into meaning groups because certain verbs are 
typically used in particular situations. 

Grwp 1 
Daily Routine 
Put the following phrasal verbs in the gaps in the text below. Remember to use the 
right tense. 

wake up get off look after phone up set 0 
catch up get to come from meet up get b 

e sth on 

at about 7a.m., showered and had breakfast. Then, when 

the bus and I wodd e at the stop just before the school. I usually 
with my friends but often I was late SO I would have to run to 
with them. We school before 9a.m. After a long 

day in school I wed to home at about 4, and i f my mother was at 
my little sistsr. Most evenings I would k 

best fiend and we would chat for ages. I was very happy then. 

c First o 
in Ger 

d l bega 

g I woul 
wmp: 

h Now, : 

d all, I'm sc 
many last v 
n my visit c 

d, however, 
mies in Eur 
3s you knot 

rrry this me 
veek. 
liscussing t 

like to poir 
ope next YE 

v, the c o w  
sells t I Thank 

s us at this 
eting would 

stage, 
I lead to a p so that we 1 

k p 2  
Business 
The following is a speech by a Marketing Director to some managers. 
Put the sentences from the speech into the CorreEt order. 

. . - . - . , - " ,  . . - . - , -  - . 
Good morning. 

a Then, when our k~nance arector ala tne agures, ne aeclaea rnrn n aaoeo up 
to too great an investment fa 

b We were hoping that our me1 :oo 
had access to these markets 

meting had to be put off until today but I was away 

his and dealing with the negotiations for a 
possrhle contract. 

e However, my visit was not a bd 
off so I had no opportunity t 

f I also gave out some leaflets to serilur marrauera. wrllcrl ut.stir~urm uur uruu~~cts. 

success - 1 
o speak to 
- -. 

imports 
the Chief El 
.----r- ..A: 

n t  meeting: 
recutive. 
:-L A----EL- 

lt out to yo1 
!ar and hop 
)any I visite 

heir products all over Europe. 

- - -  . 
u all that w 
e this will b 
d deals in s 

? will be d s  
le more sue 
:tationery s! 

iting other 
cessful. 
~pp'lies and 

Dpposites 
The following verbs are organized into pairs with their opposites. Match the phrase 
on the right with the phrase on the left. 

1 If we set off early 
2 You must stand up when the 

teacher arrives 
3 Put the box down in the corner 
4 You've been lying down all day 
5 1 decided to carry on with tennis 
6 If you're too hot, take your 

jumper off 

a and put a T-shirt on. 
b -get up and do something. 
c we'll get back before dark. 
d -I'll get urrneone to pick it up and move 

it later. 
e -you can sit down when she has said hello. 
f and give up volleyball. It was too much to 

do both. 

Multi-Meaning Verbs 
The following verbs have more than one meaning. Complete the pairs of sentences 
with one of the verbs listed below. 

-- . 
catch ua give up meet up pick up take off come out fall o h  

I If youwa 
You will t 

nt to you will have to run. 
lave to work hard to with the other students. 

2 That shampoo made my hair in handfuls. 
I hate to have arguments and with my friends. 

3 My little daughter always her clothes by herself. 
When the plane we will be able to we the fields 

below. 

I'm going to smoking in the New Year. 
1 don't think the rebels will their fight easily. 

5 If she waits by the station, I'll (her) in my car. 
The a t  was x, light , I could (it) with one hand. 

6 The mark on my skirt wouldn't even when I washed it. 
We know that the stars at night but we can't always see 

them. 

7 Do you want to for dinner after work? 
I'm so surprisd to with you here - I haven't seen 

you for ages. 

R i i i  prpKtice 
You will find more meaning groups on the Are you a Natural Born Student, Sport, 
Computers, Environmental Problems, Phrasal Verbs in Newspapers, and Phrasal 
Verbs in Business study mges. 
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Exercise 1 
These are all verbs that you have studied in the last four pages. Choose the best 
phrasal verb to fill the gaps in the sentences below. 

r I would love to lx able to my children in the country. 
a grow up b bring up c get up d wake up 

2 I warned them to , othemise they would hit their heads. 
a put down b let down c bend down d lie down 

3 The two boys to the building easily h o u s e  there was  no 
security. 
a came in b broke in c put in d checked in 

4 She was relieved to of the porty - it was x, hot in there. 
a run out b coma out c get out 6 breok out 

5 He will leaving the door open - it drives me mad! 
a hold on b go on c keep on d carry on 

6 We were so lute, the $one nearly without us! 
a went off b set off c took off d got off 

7 He her difficult behmiour wen lhough it made him angry. 
a got on with b put up with c Imkd forward to d hung an to 

8 I h  going to ask you to the because you know the 
backaround to it. 
a deal with b point out c deal in d lead to 

9 Give me your blouse and I'll see if the stain will 
a full out b come out c get out d go out 

Which meaning? 
Exerrise 2 
List the following verbs under the meaning of their particle. 

(i) growup add up hang up bring up giveup cheer up shut up 
wake up hurry up 

increasing or impraving mpleh'ng ar finishing 

(ii) sit dwm l e ~  down lFe down put dom turn down keep down 
break down bend down 

'foiling movement 

'marvel at sth to be very surprkdor impressed 
by sblsth: E u q m n e  nurmlled at his caumge. o 
Masslmo marvelhi at how quickly he had got 
us& to life in Britain. 
F33 wonder at sth 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

masquerade I,m=ka're~d: B r E a h  
.mn:sk-l 

masqum'mde as b t h  to pretend to be sth 
that you are not: mmmercial aduerfisrm mas- 
querading as privale mdiuirlmls o The h l  
paper is full of gossrp ~ u e m d i n g a s  raew 
e v * prep 

'match shrsth agalnstlwlth sb/sth to make 
sWsth wmpete with anothcr person or thing: 
Jobson will b e m t c h d  agarnsln farmore ~ w i -  
enced pbpr o Match your skill against rhe 
experfs in our weekly quiz. 
W match sblsth against sWsth is often used 
in the passive. 
+v+nfpron+m 

match nth agalnst sth to mmpare sth to sth 
else te see how the two things am s~milar or dif- 

'measure sksth&ourself against sbsth to 
compare ~Wsthlyoulself with somebdy or 
something else: The quaIi@ of the water is mas- 
nrerl againril EWsfandards. o Wa haw nothing .@ 
measure our p?$ormance agninst. o She always 
mws~tred hemIf against h?~ sisters. o 1 hnrl no 
one to m u r e m y s e i f  against. 
Q v+ dpmn + prep 

,measure 5th 'off to mark out a partlcuhr 
length on sth such as a piece of cloth: She maas 
umd o r  tw mtresof cloth 
Q v+adv*n r v+pmn+adv v+n+adv{kss 

J w m t )  
,measure sth "t to measure the quantity of 

sth that you need ftom a larger amount: H e w -  
ured out the &rentsfor thecake. 
(gv*adv+n + v+pmn+adv + v+n+sdv(lesP 

mwnQ 
,measure 'up (to sblsth) (Worn0 to be of a 

good enough standard: 7% new assistant dtdnY 
measure up (= he was not good enough to do the 
job), so we had lo rep& him o The p&um 
don't m u r e  up to todny'ssmndards. 
EE) match up (tesblsth) 
DVl Measure up is often used In negative wn- 
tences and questions. 
A. , - A .  

fcrent: We are able lo mulch the &toils hegaue rrs 
vTeUv 

against the iqformatian heldon the computer ,measurn 'up (Wr mth), omeasu7e sbldh 'up 
6 v+ nlpron + prep (for 8th) (especially BrEJ to find the exact she o€ 

,,,Mcb .(wm to be the same or similar: 
5th or of sth that YOU need blr measuring: W e M  

Do their nnm match up with any in our dua- to measure up and deride uhere thefirnitm mn 
-? The two s2amb up go. 0 They've w. -urn UP Ithe rwm)lbr  
tall" IwRh sth)2Ito s b ( s t h ) I a ~ i a l ~ v S r E ) ~ u s ~ k  !?.wWmwt' ' He Lvrss beiwmeasuradupfor a 
all;& in negutiueseniemjto be gad as or 
equal to sblst?~ Tha mure didn't mtch up to my 
exmat ions .  o Ha knows what he mi3 and I 
just don'tmlch up BE9 measurs up (to ublsth) 
@v+adv 

p a t c h  sb/sth 'up(wlth swsth)to find dim or 
people that are suitable for each other or fit well 
witheach 0 t h ~  Theogencymtchedm wp with 
o suitable joh o They were unable lo match up his 
tissue iype with any of thepossibledonors. 

Match sWsth (with sblsth) can be USA 
with the same meaning. 
+v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 
etch sbtsth wtth sblsth = MATCH SB~STH 

,meet 'up .f (with ab) to meet ab by arrangement: 
We're meeting up with Gwy uftm work, if you 
want i%~ come, o Where shall w meet up? 2 (with 
sb). to meet sb by c h m :  I! was Z&y we mel up 
with them. 0 1  eqm3 we'll meet up uguln some 
tima. 3 (wlth ah) (of two or more roads, rivers, 
etc.) to join up: The twogrrths meel upjust khw 
rhemmmlt. o ThismadeueniuaI!ymtsup with 
the.440 E E l  Joln up + r *adv 

'rneel wlth sb to hme a meeting with sb: The 
Prime MzniHer met with other European kmkrs 
Ihrsmornmg. 
A l, r nran V . ' ,,.',, 

,max 'out , m a  8th 'out W, slang) to reach Atb rth -0 , to -rience sth 
i l ie limit at which noth~ngmore k. possible: The unpleasant: The EAw wims wiSh an 
mr maxedwt at rmmph' 'IJMmMedorrrw dent on his way fo the mutt o Our oMempls lo credit card. 
+v+adv r v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

save her met wrFhfuilm. EZEI an accldmt, 
2 to be received or treated by sb in a particular 

...................................... ...................................... 
0 Oxlord Uniwrslty Press . 



meet wlth 1€ 

way: The gmpmI met with ronsiderrrble opms- 
ition. 4 My explamlion mal with a blank stare. 

opplUon, appmval, hoatlllty, reslstence 
E53ll Meet with sth ~s rnalnly used In written 
English. 
0 V+PWP 

'meet 8th with 8th tm react to 9th in a particular 
way, especially a bad or negative way: Thepm 
posal was met with angerand ddismqv. 

Meet 6th 4 t h  sth is usually used in the 
passive + v + nlpmn + prep 

,mellow 'out (iwtmal, espeFiollyAmE3 to relax 
and do very little: Wecwld~usspu5onsommusfc 
and mellow out. 
E9 chlll out 
6 v+adv 

,mellow sb 'out (inramat, esp~~in l l y  AmEj to 
make sb more relaxed: A w e k  on t h  h a h  
should m l h w  himout. 
+v+n/pron+adv. v+adv+n 

melt /melt/ 

,met4 a'way; ,meM sth a'way to disappear 
gradually; to make sth disappear gradually: His 
onger mlted away o The croud drspersedrsed mIC- 
ing away into the sin% stmeis. o His srniie melted 
awayall the tension. 
+v+adv v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adu 

,meR sth 'down to heat 5th until it  is in a liquid 
state, usually so that it can be made into sth else: 
AIuminIum cans mn be melted down and 
recycled. 

geld, a h r ,  o k  
&v+nlpmn+adu r v+adv+n 
b 'mendown n [C] a serious accident in 
which the central part of a structure that pro- 
duces nuclear energy melts, causing h d  
rays to escape: A meltdawn at the m r  had 
onh jusl hen arrvoidtd. o Mgurative) The mlt- 
down on Wall Street caused chaos in markets 
worldwide. 

'melt Into sth to graduaUy become of sth 
and d l f f i d t  to see: I tried hard lo meit into the 
background. 
& v + P ~ ~ P  

merge /ma:&; A m E m 3 ~ 3 ~  

,merge 'In(wIth sth), ,merge 'Into sth if some 
thing merges in (with sth) or merges into sth+ it  
is so similar to the second thing that you cannot 
really see the dwerences bebetween them or where 
one ends and the other begins: The new mllege 
buildrng does not mwe in wrth the old bulldings 
around it. o A u t m n  Is merging Into winter o 
Saturday and Sunday seemerl lo merge inlo each 
other: 

+ M2 ~lh BLEND IN; BL5ND INTO STH 

4 v+adv + v+prep 
m e w  Inem tha 'baekgmund 10f a person) to 

bchave quietly when you are with a group of 
people so that they do not notice you 

mess /mes/ 
,me- a'bout (BrE) =MESS AROUND 

,mess a'boul wlth sb a r m  = MESS AROUND 

WITH SB 

,mess a'bod wlth nth (BrEj = MESS AROUND 

WlTH STH 

,mesa sb a'boutla'mund (BrE, i n f i m f )  to 
treat sb badly, making them waste time, chan- 
ging your mind a lot, etc: They m m d  us ui-ound 
so much, I wrote to complain, o Jdon"t like being 
messed about. 
)81.) muck sb abwuamund (Brh') 
Q v+ nlpron + adv 

,me- a'mund (BrE a h  ,- a'bout) (Irpfor- 
man I (with sblsth) to spendtime and enjoy your- 
self doing 9th withnopartitxdarpurpwe: We just 
messed around at horneulEdoy o Children love lo 
mess about in uroier 2 (wM sblrth) to behave ma 
s d y  way, especially when you should be working 
or doing sth eIse: He got told ofl for mi* 
around in clnss. o She messed a b u t  all yenr and 
fail& her mm o Siop messing around with Jo 
and get on wish the work. o 'They frred that 
guickly!' 'Ymh, they don't m around. ' (= they 
do things quickly) 3 to joke, to say silly things: 
J'm mi w i n g  abOu1, it's t m !  EE) kM around 
IfnformaO 

muck abouUamund (BrE) 
3 SW0h MESS AROUND WITH STH 
+v+adv 

,mess sb a'rwmd (Brm = MESS SB 
ABOUT/AROUND 

,mess a'round with sb (BfEalSD ,- a'bout 
wlth rb) (informal) to have a sexual relationsh~p 
withsb 
+ v + a d v + p p  

,mess a'mund wHh sth (BrE a h  ,mesa a'bout 
wlth sth) (iqfotmaI) I to keep touching or mov- 
Ingsthinanannoylng way: Smpmmingaround 
with the video!o Don't mess around with your 
food like thnt '2  to get involved in sth that you do 
not know much about orunderstand: Whoknows 
what might h a p n  if we mess around with 
nature? 3 to get involved with sth dangerous: He 
started messinE around wrth drugs when he was 
just0 kid. 
F53 muck aboutlaround wlth sth (Brm 

Mess abouvaround with sth can be used 
in the passive m meanlngs 1 and 2: Thispackagt 
has h e n  messedaround with. 
+ s w c I ~ Q M K S S  AROUND 
Q v+adv+prep 

'up; ,mess sth 'up (iqf0rmnf)tospoil sth: 
to do sth wry badly: I was so nervow I totally 
messed up at the rnlerui@ur o She messe$ up 011 
our a r m m n t s  Ly arriving In&, 4 You've 
raally m m d  th iws  upfor me. 
rn fwl up, foul sth up; lcm up, - sill 
UP 
Q v + &  + v+adv+n + u+nlpron+adv 

pess sb 'up ( imfomr)  I to spoil sb's Ire; to 
make sb suffer emot lonally or mentally: Hispar- 
enis m l l y  messed him wp o He came h c k  into 
her !re and mswd her up again. 2 (AmE, spoken) 
tophysicauy hurtsb, especially by hittingthem 

SEW sb up 
@v+dpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
b ,messed 'up ad. ( l n f o m l )  c o n f u d  and 
upwt, especially becauseof sth bad thathashap 
pened to you in the past: He's jlLsd SI messed-up 
kid. 

pess  sth 'up to make 6th untidy or dirty: She 
w m  in, msm the p h  up and then goes out 
again. o T k  wrnd bgoing lo mess my hair 
SEK) muck sth up ( informl)  
@ v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

Jlhess whh sb (injarmal) (usuully u d  in nsga- 
l i v e s e n ? ~ m )  I to door say sth thatmight annoy 
a particular pemn,  as they may react in a viw 
lent or dangerous way: I mukln't mess with 
FrankifIwereyou.2 to haveor try tohaveasex- 
uslrelationship withsb 
- * S ~ ~ U ~ M E S S  AROUND WlTH SB 

e v + prep 
llhess d h  8th (iMormal, esperially A@ 1 to 

use or treat sth carelessly causing damage: 
Who's been wing  with theonswrmg machine? 
a Rmdthe l o b e l m ~ u l l y  &foreyou slartmessing 
tuith dangerous products. 2 to get involved with 
sth dangerous: How bng has he been Rlesslng 
with dru~s?  EJ drugs 
+s@@alSO~ess  AROUND NTH s r ~  
4 v +  prep 

\mete sth 'out (to mb) (formal) to give sb a pun- 
lahment. etc: Wtmb should ~t me& out p h p  
Ira! punhhment to children. o Severe pnaliies 
Itreremeted out lo theoflendem. 
R l l  punishment, trealment,~ustke 

Mete 9th oat is usually used in the passive. 
v+adv+n * v+pmn+adv + v+n+&(mm) 

,mllltate a'galnst Stb(S0rmaDtopreventsth: to 
I I I I~~P ~t difficult for sth to happen: Lack offunds 
rrtrl#mtedagarnst t h e s i m m q f  thecampaign 
@ v+vrep 

,mill a'round; ,mill a'round $Nth 1BrEal.w 
.mffl a'bout. ,mill e'boul sblsth) rf a largegroup 
of people mill around, or mill amund a place, 
they move around without golng anywhere in 
particular, .often while waitingfor sth to h a m :  
Photographers mrlled around outside the hotel. 
mittrigfor the prince lo appear o h p l e  m i r d  
about the m m ,  shuking handsand chattmg. 
&v+achr + v+prep 

mind fmamd/ 

,mind 'out (Bra 1 used to warn sb to be wefuk 
Mrnd out? You rtmrly M k e d  me off my bike! o 
I'uegotyoufih ond chips. Mindolrlforthe bones! 
lE9 wakh WI 2 ( i f l o m l )  used to tell sb to 
move so that youor sb else canpass:MindoutJae 
-you're an the way! 
@ v + &  

'minister to lblsth .(oId;Fashlo?xd, f o r m 0  to 
care for sb; to make sure that sWsth has every- 
thing newssary: She felt it was her m i o n  60 
minister lo the sick. o Servants mintstered lo his 
needs. 
BZl n o d s ,  the skk 

Minister to sWsth can be used in the pas- 
SWP H e w ~ M m t b e m i n i S l e m d t o b y s t r a ~ .  
Q u*vrev 

'mlnor In sth (AmEj to study another subject as 
well as your main subject at a university or ml- 
lege: He minored in A n  Histor~r 
Q V+VP 

miss /mu/ 

,miss ' od  (on ath) to lcm an opportunity to bene- 
fit Mrn sth or enjoy yourself, by not doing 8th or 
taking part in an activity: I fell I missed out 
bearuse I didn't go to college. o She mksed out on 
the school Pip, o He just m a  out on a gold 
rrredal in tAe last Olympics (= he was just beaten). 
o There are lots of things happening during Cor- 
nivul, so h ' t  miss out on the fun! 
@v+adv 

,miss sbMh 'out (BrQ to not include sbMh 
either deliberately or by accident: HavsImCFsed 
anybody ouf 'Jo You've missed oui ihe most 
Important piece of infomiion!  (= you haven't 
mentioned it) o She missed out a few chaplers in 
themiddle. 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+srhr+n 



mist /mrst/ 

,mh?A 'aver 1 if a s s  mists over, it bmmes  
covered wlth very small drops of water so that 
you cannot see through it: As m n  as I $ & p H  
h i d e ,  my gy8krssaemistadover 2 if your eyes mist 
wer, they fill with tears: Hiseyes misted over 

Mist 18 aften used withthese meanings. 
Qu+adw 

,mist 'up; ,mist 8th 'up to cwersth suchasglass 
w~thsmalldrops of watersothat youcannotsee 
through it: The rwide of themr tuas beginning to 
mist up. o The windows were misted up. 
lauH, fog up; ateam up, atearn sth up 

Mist and mist sth are also used with this 
m~aning.  
Qv+actv v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

mistake /m'stelk/ Frnllbwk /m'stuk/rnlu 
taken /m~'ste~km/) 

mi'stake sbMh for s b t h  to think wrongly 
that sWsth is sWsth else: I rnistmk himfor hhis 
brother o The t w  wuld w i l y  be mlstukmfor a 
realgun. 
@ v * nlpmn + prep 

,mix sth 'In (wfth sthj, ,mix sth 'into sth to 
combine one substance with others, especially 
in cooklng: Mix the eggs in slowly. o Mma little 
cream into thesauce. 
BE) blend 8th In; stlr sth In, dlr sth lnto sth 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+prep 

,mix sh 'up: bWgat ,mixed 'up to make sb 
unable to thhk clearly or understand what is 
happening: Now you've mixed me up mmpletely! 
I'm really mnfuwd. o H e  got mked up and 
caught the wrong tmfn. 
lE3 muddle sb up (irforml, mpxirrlly BrE), 
confuse sb (momJorma~ 
W Mlx sb up 1s ofIen used in the p a b e  with 
be orget I Ihinkyou'regeitingrnixedup. 
6 v+nlpron+adv r v+adv+n lbefget+v+adv 
b ,mhred-'up adj (WormaO wnfused becaw of 
social or emotional problems; She'sa vaymiwd- 
up kid. 
+ seeah  MIXED-UP at MIX STH UP (WITH STH) 

,mix sbtsth 'up (with sWsth) to think wrongly 
that sWsth is s b t h  eEse: to be unable to distin. 
guish between two or more people or thlngs: 
You're mixing me up with my brother: o Th@ hos 
pita1 was muwd of mixing up the trabh'mm 
tags. 
IEE) rnuddlm 8bMh up (with aMsth) ( e s ~ ~ ~ 5 ~ l l y  
Brm 
+v+nlpmn+adw r v+adv+n 
~gstAand&rnlxsdup;getAmbmdupwHh 
B to think wrongly that sblsth is sblsth else; to be 
unable to distinguish between two or more 

people or things: M y  bag got mixed up with some. 
bodyeh'sat theairport. o People who are m[ow- 
blindusually gel red rrndgmn m W  up 

,mix ath 'up (wlth 8th) to change the order or 
arrangement of things in a confused or untidy 
way: I'd sorM ihose p a w  our and now you've 
mixed them all up a~rrin o M y  letters h u e  all 
been mixed up wish yours. 
)91H) muddk 5th up (with ahE(espscialIy3rE) 

Mix 6th up ~s often used in the passive 
with be or get: The clean clotResgoi ail mixed up 
with the dirly ones. 

v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 
b 'mlx-up n a mistake that causes confusion; a 
situation that is M l  of ronfusion: There u w  a 
mir-up over the tick& 
t ,maned-'up adj untidy; in a state of confusion: 
She pmsenled me wilh a mixed-up stuck off i lm 
andaskdmetoput theminordm:o~~papers  
wre all mixed-up. 
+Sl?I?akOMIXED-UP at MlX SB UP, BElGET MIXED 
UP 

be!get,mlxed 'up In sihtobemecomeinvoived 
In sth dangerous or illegal: He m u M  never h u e  
got m h t d  up in anything criminal. o How did 
youge tm~dupina i l thrs?  
9 betget * v + a&+ prep 

berget ,rnlxed 'up wlth sb to bemecome 
fr~endly with or involved with sb dangerous or 
dishonest: I'II never understand houl she got 
mured up with Phil. o He was mixed up with the 
svrongcmwdfwa while. 
@ belgst+ v + adv + prep 

'mix It with sb(BrX,lqrktnal)l to compete with 
sb; to argue or fight with sb: He'll be mmixing it 
wrth the w0rSd's bestplnym, o Hemn mix it with 
the beg of them. 2 to meet and spend time with 
people in a friendly way: She hues m ~ f w  rt with 
the rich andfamous. 
ev+1t+prep 

m o c k l m ~ k l  
,mock 8th 'up to produce a copy of sth that k 

gain$ to be made, SQ that it a n  be tested or 
people can see what it WIU be like: We mocked up 
#he frontpage lo see how 11 wuld  lmk .  
e v + a d v * n  r v+dpmn+& 
b 'mock-up n a mpy of sth that ts: produced to 
show people what it will be like, or to test it: a 
mock-up of the mf day 'sfront page 

model p m a d l ; m  mmw (-IT-,~E-I.) 

'model s b m t h ~ u r s a H  on s b t h  ( a h  
'model sbEsthlyoumeH upon sWsth mom for- 
ma0 (AmE aLw ' m d e l  sblath atter sblsth) to 
makeor createsth that looks or behaves like sth 
else; to take sb, esptcially sb you l i i ,  as an 
example and copy them: The h o w  m w  &elled 

187 rnwe ahead d - _ .............................. ~ . .---. 
on a Frmch chnrsnuoHe modolM ihe main mOpe/maup:AmEmwp/ 
cham*er on hisfriend. o He still modek hinwCf ,mope a,muml: ,mope sth (BrEnb ... -...*. on r.1Ul.S. 

Model swsth olllaPter BWs,, oaen used mow *'bout, ,mope a'bout sth) to walk about a 
place in an unhappy way, with no particular pur- 

in Greekpimteship. the The ship mnklled a pose: He's h m n p i n g  oboutafldajl o You spend 
tm much tinremoping amund thehouse. + v + nlpron + prep @v+adv + v+prep 

monkey r-ku 

,monkey a'boutra'mund (with 8th) i m r -  
to behave in a silly touch change ,mount 'UP (to s*) to increase gradually in size 

sth in a way: Thgr were monkeying or quantity: The mmmrk soon mounts UP ff 
arom in class, oHe's monkw about 

wu don't deal with it i m d h t e l y .  o My debts 

original words of thesong. haw mount& up up iouera thousand dollars. 

mesa around. moss amund 4th sth 
Qv+adu 

d) v+adv 

mooch jmuG/ 

mouth /maz~~/  
,mouth 'off (atlabout s b l W  ( W o r m 0  (often 

,m-h bouhhround; ,mooch used in i h e p r o g = ~ ~  to give your opin- 
(informal, esmhIbBrE)la spend ion about sWsth loudly; to complain loudly about 

sblsth: I muEd h w r  him mouthlng off about how 
time doing nothing in particular: We went into shouId won, She was mudRlw 
town and mooched uboul for a while. o They nllrheotherdriuerso 
spendon b u r  mooching around theshops. 
Qv+adv + u+prep 

+v+adv 

moon / m u - I  

,mwn a lb&a ' round:  ,moon a ' b o ~ m u n d  
5th (BrE, ~nformal) to spend time doing nothing 
m particular, often because you are feeling 
unhappy: He mwned around &streets, hoping lo 
=Anna. 
+v*adv+v+prep 

'mmn over sb ( i r l f o r ~ r )  to spend your time 
dreamily thinking about sb that yau Iove: He 
spends most of his time mooning over Helen. 
~ V + P ~ P  

,mop 'up: ,mop sth 'up 1 to clean up liquid or 
remove liquid Rpm somewhere, using 8th that 
absorbs it: Iaiwuys hnve fo mop up after he's had 
ashower: o Canyoumopupshe waieronthebath- 
mom flmr?o She mop@ w the saw with a 
pime of b&. o Mopping-up opemiions haw 
begun offer the$hds. 2 to use up all of sth: The 
new ~ ' m u r y  should mop up the pool of swplus 
labour 3 to take control of sth: The company 
stnrled mopptng upsmlIerf irm.  
+ v + & .  v+acfv+n 4 v+pron+adv * v+n+adv 

I h s f r e g m t )  
,mop sbtsth ' u p t o  getrid of thelast few people 

who continue to oppose you: to finish tasks that 
remam: The army mopped up sosome isolakd 
w k e t s  of resisfunce. o Them are afew things to 
W P  UP w r e  ga 
+v+adv+n + v+pron+adv v + n + a d v ( h  

f r e s ~ m t )  

- about 189 -In 
- a m  -in m e t  
-ahead - ~nwith 
-ahead of -mto 

185 -along -off 
-apart -on 
-around -out 
-aside -0utd 
-away -mW 
-awayfrun 190 -past 
-back - round 
-down -towards - foward 

-- I91 -up 

,move s'bout; ,move a'bout aih ( e s ~ i a l l y  
BrE) =MOVE AROUND, MOVE AROUND STH 

,move s b ~ t h  a ' h t  (especially BrEj = MOVE 
SBlSTH AROUND 

,mow a'cross; ,move a'cross 8th to  mow 
fromone sideof 9th to the other: Hemowdacross 
rothe window andlmkedout. 
EEI mom 
@v+adv + v+prep 

,move a'head to advance or develop, often after 
there has been a delay: The project i s  moving 
a heudugain nom 

proceed (moreformtrl) 
+v+adu 

,move a'head of sbtsth to move faster than 
sblsth; to develop morequicWy than sWsth e k  
'Speed up!' he SUM, mourng ahead of  he^ o Our 
foreign wmpetimrsam movingahwd of w. 
)SIR) overtake sblsth 



,move a'long; ,move a ' long sth to go forward: 
The wnvoy of aars was mourng slowly along the 
rwd. 
mrod 
Qv+adv + v+pmp 

,move a ' longron;  ,move sb a ' longfon to 
leavea particularplace orgoto a new position; to 
make sb dothis: Mouealongnow. You're bhking  
the entrance. o The police nrriued to moue the 
demltslralorsaIon~. 
+v+adu v+?dpron+adv 

,move a'long: ,move sth allow if a project. 
etc. mwes  along, or if sb mows It dong, it wn- 
tinues to make ~ w d  progress: Cnn you move the 
sfary along a bit laster7 Whnt hnppened in the 
end? 
+v+adv + v+nlpmn+adv 

,mom a'part if two or more things or people 
mow apart, they become separated by a d ~ s -  
tance: They quickly moved awn when 1 11ked 
in. o (figuratiw) The tluo sides in the dispute am 
w i n g  furtherandfui7Rerupnrl. 
Q v*adv 

,mow a'round; ,mow a ' round  sth { a h  
,move u'bouV'round, ,more a ' W l w n d  8th 
especially BrE) to keep moving from one place lo 
another: Use thenwwetomovearoundthe~n. 
o I h u e  lo moue around a b t  with my job. o She 
scsn~asshemv&ah7utIhe~~rn. 
*v+adv v + p p  

,move sbMh a'round ( a h  ,- wsm 
a'bwtlroud mpwialIy Brm tomove sWsth from 
one place to another: It's notfair to keep moving 
the c h i h n  aroundfrom s c h I  lo xh1. o The 
chair i s  light andeasy to move obwt.  
Q v + ntpron + adv 

,more a'round sth ( a h  ,- 'reuwd s t h a p  
cmlly RrKi to move in a circlearound sth that is 
blocking your path: She moved mund the iable lo 
open the window. 
E 3  go around swath 
0 v+ Prep 

,mom a ' s ide to  movetoone side, usually toallow 
sborsth topass:Imouedns&to~t hargopsr  
Q v+adv 

, m m  s W h  a'side to put sblsth to one side 
away from the centre of a place, usually to make 
room for sblsth else: We mued the hbles asWe so 
thnl WemuIddance. + v+ nlpmn + adv 

,move a'way to leave the place where you live to 
go and live in another place: A11 h e r f r i e d  have 
mouedowayfrom thearea. + v+adv 

,move a'way (kom r M ) ,  ,move sth a'way 
(from sblsth) to leave the place or pos~tion you 
are in and go to another: to take sth from one 

place or m i t i o n  and put it in mther Move 
awayJhm the w i d w  in m w  anyone sew you. o 
Cun you moue thesdssom w a y  from the &by? 
@\(+a& + v+nlp~on+adv + v+adv+n 

,move a'way from sth to stop doing, following 
or b l iwlng  sth: The party seem m ix mrrurng 
owayfrum itsoriginn1 arms. 
& v + a & + m  

,mow 'back:  ,mow sm 'back 1 to go, or to 
move skh, to a new psrtion at a distance away 
from the h n t  or behiid sblsth: He moved baEk a 
Jaw a p s .  o She moved her chair back Jrom the 
fire, mow fornard, mow M fomrd  2 to 
ga, or tomove sth, to theplaceorp~srtion it was 
in before: HB eym moved back to her face. o It 
I w R  a long time to moue IheJurnitsre brick q#er 
t h e m y  BE) return (ath) (to 8th) 3 if an went 
mwes back, or sb moves it back+ it takes place 
at a later date o r  time than was first planned: 
They'w m o d  bock the dobof the wedding 
+ s e e a h  PW STH BACK 

a)v+adv r v+nlpmn+& + v+adv+n(less 
mrnt) 

,mom 'down (of a level or an amount) to 
decrease: mi.% move up nnd down amrding lo 
demand. 

ge down EEB mom up 
@v+adv 

,move 'down; ,mow 'down d h  I to move 
from a higher p i t i o n  to a lower one: iIW6ched 
her mow nemusly down !he slop. BEi hhl, l a b  
der lB39 go up, go up sth 2 to move to a new 
posit  on to make more space for sb else: Can you 
move down (the bus) sa more p o p &  cun get on? 
EL59 move up, move up atn + v+adv r v+prep 

,move 'down; ,move sb 'down (at school) to 
move, or to move sb, to a lower class, grade or 
level: Iwas w r r i d t h t  rial I f a ~ i d  thtesrlwould 
haue lo moue down. o If you don't wrk harder 
you'll bemoueddown (to the class below). 
EEB move up, move nb up 
Q v+ adv + v + nlpmn + adv 

,mow sbmth 'down: ,mow sbmth ' d m  
sth to move sblsth from a higher position to a 
Iou,er one: Move the box- downfrom the top of 
the wardsobe. 
gv+nlpron+adv * v+nlpmn+pmp 

,move Tornard, ,move sth 'folwed 1 to go, 
or to make sth go, to a place or position that Is m 
front: ThemrBegnnbomweforwmlsbowCv. EZ!B 
mow back, move sth back 2 to develop, or to 
make sth develop, towards a good result: It's lime 
to moue fhls proj#t forwurd. 3 to move, or to 
makesthmwe, towards thefuture: Thewmpany 
must keep moving for~uard. o The smv then 
mouesformrd lo 1%. 4 if an event moves for- 
ward, or sb mows it forward, ~t takes place at 

an earlier date or time than was planned My 
o w t i o n  has besR moved forward lam w k s .  
EE) mow back, sth back 
@ v+ adv + v + nlpron + adv 

,move 'In 1 (on sblsth) ta move towards sblsth, 
especially in a threatenlngwax orto m a h a  d m -  
gerous s~tuation calm: I m o d  in c h a n d  stuck 
lhegun in his back. o The police mud in to mn- 
trol the trod. ISEX) close- in (on sbisth) 2 to 
arrive and begln work, especially when people 
don't really want you there: The develomrs 
moved in and built a housing estule in the 
grouna!softheold house. 3(on sth)to begin totry 
to have control of or respons~bility fur a com- 
pany, a project, e t ~ :  T h g  are moving in on 
anolherdmgs mmplrnjr 
e v + a d v  

,move 'In: ,mow 'Fnto sth to go toa new house 
and begin to live then?: How soon can you mow 
in7 o When oreyou moving intoyournewjlnt? 
rapp, ~ 0 U t , m ~ v e w t a f ~ t h  
Q v+adv * v+prep 

,more 'in togethec,mwre 'In wlth sbtostar t  
Ilving with sb, especially a partner: Thqr'w 
decided to move in logether 
*v+a&+a& + v+adv+pr%p 

, m m  'into sth 1 =MOVE IN, MOVE IWO STH 2 to 
start to be involved in a new  are^ of activity Or 
business: The mmpony is hoking lo mow t n h  
new market.. o N r  teaching for ten y m  he 
moved into publr~hirag. 3 to develop or advance 
into a new position, stage, etc: Theproject Is now 
moving into its second y e ~ r  0 The m m  has 
moved intofourthpInce afer their uiC0ry 
ev+prep  

,move sbtsth 'Into sth to take sWsth and put 
themlit in a new place: We've nw& the phn@ 
into the hehall, o The doctors at the hospricrl haw 
m v t d  my father into a m m  on hk own. 4 r'w 
moved my savings inla a diffemt h n k  account. 
@ v+ nlpmn + prep 

,mow 'off (espxially BrE) (especially of a 
vehicle) to start a journey; to begin ta  move: 
Check in your mirrors b-$oreyou movsofl 
Q v+adv 

,mwe 'off sth ,mom s M h  'off sthtoleave 
the place where J ~ P U  are; to remove sblsth Worn a 
particular place: F a r m  are mpldly moviw fl 
the land. o Can you moue your cur off  the wue- 
rnentpleaw? 
+v+prep * v+nlpmn+ptqi 

,move 'on 1 to continue your journey after s top  
ping for a short while; to leave the place where 
you are and go to a new place: &k afew mln- 
uies, the bus move$ on again. o The w l i m  told 
them lo moue on and go home! o Wen I looked 
round, I m l u e d m r y o n e  else had movadon. 2 d 
ideas, bel~efs, etc. move on, they change and 
develop: Things have mowd on a Iol since mypar- 

enis were young o The debt.? d m  not seem M 
haw m o d  on much. o k h i o n s  we moving on 
ail the lime. 3 (to sth) to start doingor discussing 
sthnew:l ~uanttomwondomynextpoint wuc o 
When her mnhncl here runs out in April, Tern  
wrll move on. o She m o d  on to &corn senior 
editor of a magazine. EBD pass on (to sth) 
@v+adv 

,mwe 'on; ,move sb 'on = MOVE AWNGION, 
MOVE 58 ALONGION EVW fiW i h v  ihEY 
got mouedon by thepol&?. 

,mow 'out, ,mow 'out of s t h  to leave your 
home and go to live somewhere else: The Iwtger 
moud out yesterday o He wants to mow out of 
London. o They 'ue m t l y  moved out of the city 
andgorre lo liue in the counbry. 

r n m  In, move Into ath 
Qv+adw + v+a&+prep 

,mow sb oout,,mwe sb ' o u t  of sth I tomake 
sh leave a place, especially their home: The Iand- 
lord is moving the tmnnis out. o The e??zergm 
servicesumrnovingpmpieout oj  their homes. 2 to 
remove sb from a place: Many mun tries are m u -  
Ing their troops out of the a m  EE) wlthdraw 
sb (from sth) 
~ v + n i p m + a d v  + v+adv+n( Iess~Elenf l+  

v+nfpron+adv+prep 

,move sth 'od; ,move sth 'out of sth to 
remove sth from a place, especially in order t e  
make more space: We'll &lo mow some chrrirs 
out hefore the pnrty to make more room. o When 
can you moue your hlongings out of my amrt- 
ment?o That able will haue lo h mowd out of 
the way. 
4 v + ntpmn + a& + v +adv + n (LmJWfmt) 

v + n/pron +adv + prep 
,mow 'out of sth 1 to leave a particular place, 

area or situation: We watched t k  hef mouing 
out oflha harboul: o Themun~tyismovlngoutof 
racession. 2 to stopbeing: lnvolwd in a particular 
activity or area of business: Many pwple have 
heenfond m mow out of farming. 
Q v + adv + prep 

,move 'wer I (to sblstA) to go towards sblsth: He 
m o d  over to her 2 (to sth) (especially B r a  to 
begin to do sth m a  different way or with differ- 
ent pwple; to change the system you are using 
I'm an interpreteK bul I'd like to moue owr lo 
mnslaiion work. o We've Just moved over to a 
new computing system 3 to move to one side, 
usually to make room for sblsth else: I wish she 
cor in front would move over and Set me overtake. 
o Moueowr!lwonltosltdo~~l M. o (&igurative) 
Older mamm should move owr lo make m m  
Jbryoungerp?opk. +see aka MOVE UP 2 
e)v+adv 

,move 'bver 8th: ,move abMh 'over sth 1 to 
forward slowly across a surfaw; to make sth 

do this, The lank adupls to the ground it is mu- 





,neff *ofi ( k m t n g  O M - f a s h m ,  BrE, dung) 
used by some pwple to tell sb ruddy to go away 
and stop annoying than: Just fl and leave 
me alone! 
,sx*, clear oW(wpcially BrEj + v+adv 

nag in=/ (6 
'nag at sb 1 to keep complaining tosb about their 

behaviour; to keep asking sb to do sth: He keeps 
~ g g i n g  at me toget more exerck. 2 20 worry or 
i r r i tate you mntinuously: The surrpicwn thut she 
was iyingmntinued so nngai me. 
Q Y + P ~ ~ P  

,nail sb 'down (tosth)tofomsb to state exactly 
what they think, what they intend to do, etc: He 
says he'll come, but I wn't nuil him down to a 
date. 
F33 ph sb dorm (to sth) 
+v+ru'pmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,nail ath 'down 1 to fasten 8th down with nails: 
Sfteeof him to m i l  ~ ~ ~ r ~ d o o n .  2 t o  
know or understand exactly what sth is: Some- 
thtngseenrsamngehexe, butlcun'tnail iddown. 
3 to reach an agreement or a decision, usually 
after a Iot of discussion: Thy mai-mgd lo nuil 
down an ugreement with the maqement.  EZEI 
agreemant 
@ 1 v+nEpmn+adv 2 v+adv+n a v+nlpmn+adv 

3 v + a d v + n  + vf nlpmn+adv 
,nail sih 'up 1 to attach sth to a wall. a post, etc. 

with nails. f nailed upa ~ t i m m y i n g : ~ p o u t I 2  
to fasten a door, a window, etc. with nails so that 
it cannot easily be opened: He Miled up the dmr 
to keep i n W e m  out. 
<bv+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

name jneml 
'name W h  'a&ir sbMh (AmE atso 'MW 

sblsth 'for sWsth) to give s b t h  the name of 
sbtsth else that you like or admire, for example a 
famlly memhr or a famous person or place: We 
n a m d  her dter her grandmother o The Miller 
fire was w m d f i r  the wnyon in which it kgan. + v+ nlpmn + prep 

narrow I 'WW;A~E-MI  

,narrow sth 'down (to 8th) to gradually M u m  
the n u i n k  of possibilities: rue mrrwusd the 
Zkt d mndidnw down m three. 
Qv+n/pmn+adv * v*a&+n 

nest Is pnesu 

,nestle 'up(to sWslh)to make ywrself warm and 
comfortable by mwing close to sb: Jamie MZed 
up lo his mother on the mfl. 
+v+adv 

nibble lmb11 

'nlbble at sth I to eat sth by taking very small 
bltcs: Themouwnlbb~atf~peanurs. o You'us 
only nibhled at your I u h .  2 to show a sllght 
interest in sth: Sewmlmmpanieshawnibbledat 
our offer + v+ prep 

,nibble a'way at sth I e l l y  Bra to grad- 
ually reduce or use up the total amount of sth: 
i@ation beganionibbieowoy at ihetrsovfngs. 
Q v+adv+prep 

,nip sth 'OPf to remove a part of sth by squeezing 
i t  with your Angers, cutting it qulckly with scis- 
sors, etc: She nipped off the dead leaves. 
m Ellfsthoff 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

nod / n ~ d : ~ m E n a d /  (ad-) 

,nod 'off (it$ormoO to fd asleep: She mmbM o g  
infront of the lalevision. 
,sr*, doze off (more formal) + v+adv 

nose I-; AmEnoW 

,nose a-nd ( B E  also ,nose #bout) (for m) 
(informal) to go around trying to hnd out sth 
about sWsth, particularly when you should not 
do this: I'm just nosingabout fur clues. 
e v + a d v  

,nose sb 'out Ilrlformnt) to defeat sb by a small 
amount, for example in a race or an election: She 
ruas nosed out offirstpbce ty her oki rival. 
Qv+nlprm+adv+v+adv+n 

,nose sth 'out (in-I) to d i m  some infnr- 
mation by searching for it: That man arn nos a 
news story out Unywkm, 
,sv*, mnlff cth out 
+v+nlpron*adv v+adv+n 

notch / n D t r : m n a q /  

,notch sth 'up (tqforrmt) to achieve a win or a 
high mre: He notched up en pints in rhefimt 
f ive minutesof thegame. 

vlctory, p t n b  E% W k  Lth up + v +adv + n + v + nlpron +adv 

note /narrt,~m~norrt/ 

,note 8th 'down to write sth down so that you 
will remember it: The c W  nolad down ewry 
wordshewid. 
E53 takesthdm:wdbathddorm 
Qvfadv+n *v+nlpmn*&v 

number /'n~mba(r)l 

'number s h t h  among d h ( f o m 0 t o i n c l u d e  
sblsth ina particular group' I n u m h r  her among 
my closest friends, o He is numtlbered among the 
mrld's lop experts. 
FEE) count sblsth among sth + v+ nlpmn + prep 

nuzzle rnnzl, 

,nunla 'up agalnsMo sMth to press your 
head, face, etc. against sblsth to show aflmtionor 
kcep warm, etc: H e  rruzzfed up to his mother wlfh 
a happy sigh. 
Qv+adu+pmp 





,pace 'out sth: ,pace Whem 'out (aleo,pace 
'off ~ t h ,  ,pace Wthern 'off lessfrequent) to meak 
ure sth by taking regular steps acms  it: She 
paced out fh length of the mm. 

A noun must always follow out, but a PM 
nokin comes between the verb and out. 
Qv*adv+n 4 v+pmn+adv 

,pack a'way if 5th p k s  away, it can be folded 
up small when you are no longer using it: The 
jmketpacksaurtry m t l y  inlo itsawnpxket. 
e v + a d v  

,pack sth a'way 1 to put sth into a box, cup- 
board, etc. when you are no longer us% it: We 
mckdamay  thepicnicthings adput them in ihe 
car 2 Iinprml) to eat a lot of sth: S ~ Q  can cer- 
6nnnlypack it a m y !  
BE) put sth away 
Qv+nlpron+adv 4 v+&+n 

,pack sb 'In toattractlargenurnbersof pwple to 
a show, a play, etc: Theplm is s t i l l m i n g  In t k  
c m W d 7 .  

E T i  the crowds 
Pack ab in Is not used in the passive. 

Qv+adv+n 4 v+prm+adu + v + n * a d v ( m )  
,pack sbfsth 'In; ,pack sblsth 'Irv'into sth I 

to do a lot of things, see a lot of w p l e ,  etc. in a 
limited periodof trme: Shemanagedfop~~kalot 
of srghtseeinginfu fhrwduys. o Wepacked ina lot 
wrerday a f t e m n .  2 to put a lot of things or 
pwple lnto a Ilmited space: Somehow us m n -  
aged l n p k  everyone In. 
,sra, cram sblsth In, cram aWsth InRnto sth 

v + nlpron + adv + v+ adv + n + v + nlpmn + prep 
,pack sth 'In (BrE, Infbrmal) I to give sth up, 

especially a job: She's mcked in her job as a 
teacher o Smoking's bad lor you. You ought io 
pack rt in. o I was so depressed IfiIt l i k e j m c k i w  
It at2 fn. EB3 job FED chuck sth Iwup [BrQ, 
jack s t l ~  In ( B r a ,  glve sth up +se@olso IIACK UP, 
PACK STH UP 2 2 ,pack It 'in used to tell sb to stop 
behaving badly or do~ng sth that IS annoylng 
you: Jwfpackitin, wrllyou? 
Q I v+abv+n + r+n/pron+adv 

Zv+it+edv 
,pack 'into 8th if people pack into a place, they 

go there in l a r g e n u m b  and filt it completely: 
All six of wmcked into t k  hermy mr o More than 
70 Ow people packed into TmfaIgcw Spuure on 
New Year's Eve. 
EfQ cram Inlo sth 
Q v+ prep 

,pack s h t h  '#Mo = PACK SDhTH IN, PACK 
SBISTH INhHTO STH 

,pack sb 'd (to ...I ( W o m l )  to send sb away 
especially because you do not want them with 
you: She m p c k d  fl to barding school at the 
ogeof eight. o Hepnckedtk  children o r  io bed. 

Pack sb off is often used in the passive. 
@ v + nlpron + adv + v+ a&+ n 

,pack sth 'aut (BrE) if a show, a performer. etc. 
packs out  a place, they attract large numbers of 
w p l e  there to see itlthem: The $andpacks out 
venuesallouer themuntry. o TThemouIehas 
packing out cinemasfor iueeks. 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 
t ,packed 'out mij ( B E )  very fU The fown Is 
pricked out with tourists in the summetoo 
packed-out swim 

,pack 'Up (BrE, Wormab if a machine, an 
engme, F ~ C .  pack9 up, i t  stops working: My car's 
packed up again. 
,sv* break down; g h  out 
&u*adv 

,peck 'up; ,pack sth 'up 1 to put your posses- 
sions, equipment, etc into bags or boxes befom 
youleaveaplace:M'stimelopkupondgohom 
now o AII our things were packed up mi i ing  lo 
be mwed. FEU things, belongings 3 (BrE, infor- 
ma0tostop dorngsth,especially a job: Hewedto 
smoke but hemeked up Instyaar o You'dfeel kf- 
ter il you packed up smokm. o When did you 
p w k  wyour job at thebookshop?i[ssJI amoklng, 
WOW, lob )SYH) glV0 UP * S@@ Q!QO PACK STH 
IN 1 
e v + a d v  + v+adv+n + v+pron+adv r v+n+a& 

Imm) 

,package sth 'up (es&al& ~ m m  to m p  sth 
and make ~t into a parcel so that you can send it 
somewhere: She packaged up his books ond 
maikd them lo him. 
EZE) parcel ith up (BE) 
+v+a&+n 4 v+nlpmn+adv 

,pad sth 'ovt(w1th sth)l toputsoAmaterial. into 
a piece of clothing in order to change ~ t s  shape: 
Shepadderdthemlumeout with fmm 2 to make 
sth, such as a h k ,  an article, a speech, etc., 
longer by addingunnecessary material: Ipudded 
our the arf ick with fols of qrrotathions. 
Qv+adv+n v+pron+adv + v+n+adv 

,page 'through sth (AmE) to turn the pages of a 
book, a magazine, etc. and look at them without 
readfng them in detail: She pagedl through #he 
w o n  hk~ngforkracsme.  
LE@ lea l  Mrough sth 
e v + Prep 

,paint sth 'out (espcially BrE) to cover sth, such 
as a mark, part of a picture, etc. by puttingpaint 
on top of it so that no one can we it: The murk- 
tngson lheplrrnehad been hur~kd ly  mintadout. 
&v+adu+n + v + p m + a b v  v+n+adv(mre) 

paint 'over sth to cwer sth with alayerof paint: 
We'll how to pzint o w  the ddirly ma* on the 
wall. o I don't like the lucry the pmilng has 
t u rdou t so  F'lljustpaht ouer rt. 
W Paint aver 9th can be wed in the w~ssive: 
T ~ P  name Aad beenpainw mewel: + v * prep 

[paint sth 'up to pht sth, dmrating it in a 
bright attractive way: Their house had &en 
p ~ n t e d  up in a w i n g  wbum o The bus was 
painled up urrlhadyert~menls, + v+n/pron+adv v+adv+n 

pair / ~ r ) ; ~ m Y p e r /  
,palr 'off; ,pair sb 'off(wlth sb) to form apairor  

pairs, especially in order to have a romantic 
relationship; to Wing two people together in this 
way: By ille endof hmurse,  eueryonehndmired 
of7 o(especin1Iy BrE) They Pled to pair their 
daughter o x  with the mighbour's~rm. 
@v+adv + v*nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

p a l 7  'up;,palr sb 'up(wlthsb/uh)toforma~ir 
or p a l a  (with sblsth) in order to work, play a 
game, etc. together: to bring two people together 
forthispui-pxe: Thejobiso Ioreaskrtfyoumir 
up with someone e h .  o Writers have k e n  pawed 
up wi!hartJsrs la writewtklesonpointi~s. 
@v+adv + v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

pal I@/ (-11-) 

,pal a'round (wfth sb) ( A m 9  to become friends 
with sb and spend time with them: I used toy1 
around with B d .  
+v+adv 

;pat 'up (wlth sb) (BE) to be~ome f iends with sb: 
They palled up alwllege. 
@v+sdv 

palm 1-1 
,palm sb 'off (with sth) (iqforrrm0 1 to persuade 

sb to believe an explanation for sth that is not 
trne, Ln order to stop them asking guestions or 
complaining: Don't Ieb him palm you on with an 

excuse 2 topermadesb taaweptsth that haslit- 
tle value or is not what they really want: Make 
sumhedoesn'tpa~myouofl wtihfaulCvgmi9. 
FEE) fob sboff (wlth 5th) 
@v+nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,palm ath 'off as sth (i-0 to persuade sb 
that sth isbetter than itreally is, or IssthdLfTe~ 
ent, especialIy in order to sell it: She w a ~  trying 
topnlm mplesoff as origimlpaintings. 

v + nlpron + adv + prep 

,palm shlsth 'off onionto sb (irbformat) to get 
r ~ d  of sWsth that you do not want by persuading 
sb else to accept themlit: He h-ied 60 mEm his 
uncle fl on mefir t k  whole aftemmn. o Ith~nk 
she palmed on the stolen necklamon same unsus- 
pmling old lad* 
e v * n l p r m + a & * m  v+adv*n+prep 

pan IPW (art) 

,pan ' od  [&l?orrrmt) {of events or a situation) to 
develop in a particular way: I don't know why 
rhings~nnedoutlhatmytfqvdid. o Howdoyou 
myour cumrponningo.M? 
F B  turn out 
Q v + &  

'pander to &sth (dhppmvlng) to h-y to please 
sb by doing or providing what they want 
although you h o w  it is probably wrong to do so: 
He panders 60 her ewg whim. o His$lma wuer 
pandered topub[k M e .  

Pander to sWsth can be used in the pas- 
SIVY Idon't ihinkchiIdmn shwM beptrrPdered ta 
6. v + prep 

panic I ' W ~ I ~ I  (sk-1 

'panlc sb Inb 8th; 'panlc sb Into doing slh 
to make sb do sth too qulckly h a u s e  they are 
m i d .  Wn't letthemprmicyou inlo~decision. 
=Panic sb into sthlinto doing sth is often 
used In the passive: She mf& lo h mnicke$ 
in to muking mhpmmises. 
Q v+ nlpmn + prep 

,paper 'over 8th 1 to cover 9th such as a wall 
w ~ t h  thick paper in order to hide sth: Wepa- 
ouer thesfairas on the MIL 2 to hide sth suchas a 
problem, a disagmment etc., especially quickly 
or not very well: The diuiswns in the party hud 
h n p ~ p r m i  owrdurhg theelaction mmpni~n. 

Paper over sth can be used m the passive. 
Q v+prev 
m papper o u w h  '-eta (In 8th) totryto hide 
a problem or fault, especially in a way that is 
unlikely tobesucceasful 



parcel 198 

,parcel sth 'out to divide sth into parts or  por- 
tions: Theypamlled~ut theland inlomaliplo&. 
o The work waspamelled out omong t k  
+v+adv+n + v+pmn*advr v+n+adv(mre) 

,parcelsth 'up(BrE)tompsthandmakeithto 
a parcel: ShepnmlIed upthe bwks ready lo send. 
,srn, package 5th up (@specially Amm, map 
sth up 

Psrcel sth is used less often with the same 
rne;rning. 
+v+adu+n + v+nlpm+sdu 

,pare ath a-hff to remow the thin outer 
layer from sth fn th in  skips: Parr o g  the rind 
from the orange using a sharp knlle. o (figurn- 
five) Their rrghts had hem wredaway under the 
last three kltlgs. 

Pare sth can also be us4 with this mean- 
i n g  Paretherind.$iumthek.mons. o t h in lymrd  
rum 
4 v+adv+n r v+nlpron+adv 

,pare sth 'down ( a h  ,pnre sth 'back Impe 
qumt) (to sth) to gradually reduce sth cmsider- 
ably In she or amount: We8uepared our expenses 
down lo a m~nimum. 
EL) cutsthbaek;cutsthdwvn(toslh) 

Pare sth can also lx u& with this mean- 
ing We pared costs by doing mixh of the wrk 
ourselves. 
@v+nlpmn+adv + v+adw+n 

parlay /'po:lerdm~'pa~k~/ 

,parlay 9th 'into sth (AmE, iqformaO touse an 
advantage :eat you have, such as money or  a 
skill, in order to get sth o r  make it worth more: 
Hepurlu- hi.  r e ~ a l w ~ h i p  wilh his boss into on 
immrfonljab. + v + nlpron + p p  

par,tlt$on ath 'offto sewate one area, one part 
of a room, etc. from another with a wall or 
screen: The dining area is pnrliiioned off wfih 
SCmTIS. 

Far4ltlm sth off is often us& in the pas- 
SIYC. 

&v+adv+n e v+ntprm+adv 

,pass sth a'round; ,pass sth a'mund sth 
IBrEabo.~ass ath 'round. .oasis sth 'round sthj 
to  offer sth to each p%mn i; a proup: Wouldyou 
mindpassing the sandwiches mund? o A prnurp 
urlrrpmsed around the c lm.  
El9 hand sth round, hand 8th amund 
@v+rdpron+adv 4 v+adv+n + v+nlprm+prop 

'pass as sb 
+ seealso PASS ~oulas sa 

,pass a'way 1 ( a h  ,pes~ 'on) people say paw 
away to avoid saying 'die': She owqv 
pwceful[y in her sleep 2 to disappear: Many of 
these cusromshtrw~sedawny. 
&v+adv 

,paw b e ' w e n  sb if sth such as a look, a word, 
etc. passes between two people, they look 
quickly at each other, speak toeach other, etc: A 
look of undersfandrng passed between Ann and 
Cnrk. o I never kmw what plrssed between them 
(= what they said to each other) on thoi day 
ev+m 

part IW%AMWXW ,pass 'by if time passea by, it goes past: The 
weeispassetlby and shedidn'tmll. 

'part with sth to give sth away that you would a. 
prefer to keep ~t m m y  grnndmotM9 n w k h  Fa,; i s  u& more Requently with this 
and I?[ neverpart wilh it. o (humorous) We won? meanina:  he f u a e b p e s ~ .  
be mrry lo with that old sofa. o He hales rn , + ,A, 
parting with (= spending) his money 

-*. ' 

EXl money ,pass 'by: ,pess 'by sblsth to  go past sblsth 

0 V * P ~  
without stopping: He saw t h e p m ' o n  pxs 4y. 
o The bwtpossed close by tht- island. 

partake l w ' t e ~ k ;  ~ m ~ w r ' t - 1  (partmk rsr;ii, go by, go by sblsth 

(-'tuklpartaksn 1-'tekanl) Pass and pass sblsth are also used with 
this mean in^: We watched Eheumessianpass. 

patea ke of dh  (ohifprshioned or  humrolls) to  + v + adv r v + prep 
eat or  drink sth: Would you care 50 partake of b 'Bypassn 1 aroadthat goesmunda town-etc. 
somrefmhmenl? and which is intended to keep W c  out of the 
6+ v+ P ~ P  town centre 2 a medical operation on the heart 

in which blood is directed along a difFerent route 

so thal it d m  not flow through a part that is 
damagedor block& the new route that t h e b l d  
takes: a bposs opmtwn 
b ,parser-'by n a p r s o n  who is waking past 
sblsth, especrally when sth unexpected happens: 
Severu[passem-bysIOppd to help. 
ss sbrsth 'by to h a m  without afTectlng 

k ls th :  ShrfeeLs that life is pming  her by (= that 
she is not enjoying the opportunities and pleas- 
ures of 11fe). a The whole business passed him by 
(= he was hardly aware that it was happening). 
.Ql v + nlprnn +adv 

ass sth 'dmwn (to sb) to give sthorteach 8th to 
Pyovr children a people who are younger than 

you, who will  then give or teach it to their chfi- 
dren, etc: These sloriPs were pwd down fmm 
one genemtion m the m l .  o Some of thefurni- 
turehns h e n  @ down ihrough ihe fomiljr 
EE) hand 8th down (to sb) 
lmil Pass s th  down is of?en used in the pawive. 
Qv+dpron*adv v+a&+n 

b s s  for sth (disappmdng) used to say that 
although sth i s  said to be a particular thing, you 
do not think it k good enough to be called that: I 
got llSBd to drinking what paffos for tea in that 
part of the world. 
e v + p r e p  

bass fortes sb to be so much like another per- 
son, or  another type of person, that people could 
easily think you were that person or  type: He 
speaks F r e d  &I enough to pawfor a h m h p  
man. o She's in herforires but she muld p a ~ s  for 
tenyemyavnget: o ~heyaru~dpnssas twins. 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

b s s  Into fib to bewrne a part of 5th: ManyJor- 
eign words hnvepmm-I inlo English, 
e v+ prep 

,pass 'off(BrE) 1 [+ advlprPpJ if an event passes 
off in a particular way, it takes place and is fin- 
ished in the way mentioned: The e k t o n  has 

fl withuuf incident. o The celebraiions 
passed o g  pwc@lljt 2 If pain, the fleets of a 
drug, etc. pasa off, they gradually d~sapappear: 
The sympbmsshouEdpasstIff wilhin 24 hours. 
&u+adv 

pass sth 'oft to act a8 If a d i f A d t  or awkward 
remark or situation i s  less important than you 
really think it IS: He hodl m l l y  wset her? but she 
sm6ledand trfed t u p s  it oJToHe manugai b0 
pries IhequPslwn fl lightly. 
+v*nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

mass sblsth 'off as sblsth; ,pass yourself 
'off as sbtsth topretend that sbor sth issome- 
thing that they axe not: She fr&d lo pass the pic- 
rureoff asanori@mL o Hesucceeded inpassrng 
himwlf off as a daclor 
Q v + nlpron + adv + prep + v +a&+ n + prep (less 

fwuentl 

,pass 'on 4 (to h) (Brm to begin a new actnrltJt 
discussion, etc: Let'spasr on lo the na i  ite??~ on 
the agenda. a If yw mn'l answer one pllestion, 
p a s s a n l o t h e m r L ~ m m o n ( t o a t h ) 2 =  
PASS AWAY 1 
&v+adu 

,pass sth 'an (to ab) 4 to give sth to sb eke, ewe- 
c~ally afler receiving or  using it yourseIf: I'll 
pass thrs b m k  on toyou when I'wfinished with it. 
o I?I pass on y o w  news to the rest of thefarnity. 
IEX) hand 8th on (to sb) 2 to give sth that you 
have, such as a disease, a quality etc, to sb else: 
HIVmn b e e  on frompomt 10 child o Far- 
entspass thewattitudpson to theirchildrea 5 if a 
company, a shoplstore, etc. passes on higher or  
lower costs to its customers, ~t makes them pay 
more or  less for s t h  The sup@rmrkel did not 
pass on ils profit to cuslomers by cuttiwprices. 
ev+nlpron+adw + v+adv+n 

,paas sb 'on b sb to arrange for sb else to help 
or  deal with a particular person: I'in qfroM I 
can't answeryour guestion, but l'ilposs you on lo 
my mlleague. 
~v+nlpmn*&v+prep 

,pass 'out 1 to lose consciousness: He a l w  
@out wiihihepaim BfB black uit:falnt -B 

seealso COME ROUND~COME M 2 ( a h  ,pa= 'OUt 
d 5th) (Brm to  leave a military college @er 
completing a course of training 
+v+abu2alsov+adv+prep 

,pass sth 'out (ta sb) to give something to each 
pemn m a group: The teacher wked wie to paw 
the books out. 
E D  glvnsthoul;handsthth[tosb) 
Qv+n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 

,pass 'over sb(brah), ,pass hlm, *em, stc. 
'over (for 8th) to  not cons~der sb for a Wer job, 
espechlly when they deserve it or think they 
deserve it: I ~ w r s ~ o u e r f o r p m m o t i o n  again. 
o Hewas- o w  mfauourof a y o u n g e r m .  
Eiil A noun must always rollow over, but a 
pronoun comes hiween the verb and over. 
This phrasal verb IS oRen usad in the passive. 
&v+adv+n r v + p n + a d v  

,pass " s b t h  1 to move o w  the top of 
sblsth. Theplanespns~ dimi ly  ouer the hospilaL 
o The eye of the storm was wssing over us. 2 to 
ignore or  avoid sth: They chose to pass ouer her 
rude remarks. o Fc~r years this painting was 
passed o m  by experk. EB Ignore sbblsth 
Pass over s h t h  can be used in the passive In 

this meaning. 
@v+prsp 
b 'overpass n ( e s W 1 y  AmEj a bridge tM car- 
ries one road or railway above another: a bridge 
over a road for people who want to  cross: fin'# 
o-y lo rross the hi~hway - llse the owpass. 



,pass sb/sth 'ewtr(to sb) I to give sthtosb, e s p  
c W  when they ask for it or you do not want it 
any more; to givesb, or  the responsibfltty for sb, 
to sb else: Jqj' pllssed the phone over m that I 
wuld spenk to Glum 0 The doclor passed the 
baby over ta the nurse. o Control of the budgets 
has ken pclssacd over 0 individual schmis. ,svH, 
hand sblsth over (to sb) 2 to let sb listen or 
speak to sb else when you Imve finished talking: 
fl themare no moreqllestions, flipassyou ouer to 
Ted. IEX) hand over to sb, hand sb over to sb 
Qv+nlpmn+adu r v+adv+n 

,pass sth 'round; ,pass sth 'round ath [BrE) 
=PASS STH AROUND, PASS STH ABOUND STH 

,pass 'through ,pass 'through sth to go or  
travel through a place, only s topp~ngfora  short 
tune: We'm not staying here, Eue're Jlrst pnssing 
through. o We p w d  through Pornpeii on our 
wq Lo Naples. 
+v+adv r v+prep 

,pass 'through sth (especially B r m  to experi- 
ence a particular kind of situation or  period of 
time, especially a dfficult or  unpleasant one, 
and develop during it: 3 h e e t h r o u g h  a difi- 
cult period after her dzwrce. o The induslry is 
pawing through nperbiof &we. 
l3!i3 perlod, stage go through 8th 
e v + prep 

'pew to sb/Stb to begin to be owned by sb new: 
When she died, the housepassedm h e r n h  
+v+prev 

,pass sth 'up (injorrnu~ to decide not to take 
advantage of an opportunitX, an offer, etc: She 
passed up thecham of a nip lo Rome. o Imagine 
passing up an fler Sike that! 

opprtunlty, chance+ offer 
+v+adv+n 4 v+pron+adv + v+n+adv(less 

fwuwi) 

patch IWUI 
,patch s h t h  'thmugh toconnect telephoneor 

electronic equipment temporarily: The mdio 
w a s p a t c M t h m w h  doarmy headguarlers 
Q v + nlpron + a& 

,patch sth b'gether to arrange sth q u i c m  
especially by putting several different parts 
together, without taking any a r e  over it: An 
interimgowrnmenl ~ l l a s q u i c k l y ~ t c M  logetlrer 
@v+adv+n + v+nEpmn+adv 

,patch sbMh 'up to give quick or  temporary 
med~cal treatment to someone who 1s mured 
They palched him up and sent him back onto the 

JieM (= for example in a game of footbaIl). o The 
doctor d ~ d  the besl he coutd to p i t h  up lhdr 
wounds. 
ev+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,patch sth 'up I to repah sth, especially quickly 
or temporarily: The car was paIched up and 
m l d .  o We pnlched up the hsk in the rwf and 
got it m ~ i d  the n m  dny. 2 to end a quarrel or  
dispute with sb and be friends again: Thgr 
potchdup t h e i r d f l m s .  o Can'tyou tmhy to 
potch FkhIngs u p ? m  dtiferences, quarrel, 
thlngss toagreeonsth, especially aRer longdls- 
cusslons and even though the agreement is not 
completely satisfactory: They mano& to pntch 
up apeUte. 
Q I v+nlpmn+edv a v+adv+n 

2,3v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+adv 

"aw at sblsth ( W o r m 0  if an animal paws at 
sblsth, it touches sblsth repeatedly with i ts foot: 
a h o w  pnwing a t  the ground o Cfgurntive) One 
of thechildren roasmwingat my sleeve. 
e V + P ~ ~ P  

,pay sb 'back (for sthffor dolng sth) to punish sb 
bemuse they have made you or sb else suffer: 171 
pay him ~ ~ o r g e t t i n g m e i n m t r o u b k !  
E3 get back at sb (for sthlfcr doing sth) 
Q v + nfpmn + adv e v+ adv + n (Ioss frequent) 
F 'payback n [C] a reward or  a punishment 
that sb receives for 5th they have done 
+ S ~ ~ U ~ I ' A Y R ~ C K B ~ P A Y  SR BACK,PAY STH BACK 

(TO SB) 

,pay sb 'back: ,pay sth 'back( to  sb) toreturn 
money that you have borrowed from sb: i'llpay 
you back w t  week. o She3 trying mpny the Imn 
back over5years. o He'llneuerhable tomy back 
the mom 
W repay sb(sth),mpay rth Ito sb)(mota 
form0 

In informal language pay sb back sthand, 
less often, pay eb sth back are also used: When 
are  you going lo pay me back r h t  $100 you o w  
me? o Cun you pay me that money brrck sam? 

v+n/pmn+& r v+adv+n 
b 'payback n [C] nT]I the money that you receive 
back on money that you have investd: the time 
that it takes to get your money back: I 'm miiing 
toget the m a x i m u m ~ y h w k  on my investment. o 
a tera.+wrmbcack 
+ s eeah  PAYBACK at PAY SR RACK (FOR STHlPOR 
DOING STH) 

'pay for 8th to suffer or  be punished for sth 
wrong that you have done or  said, or  Tor sth you 
believe: Someone's ming to pay for this! o T h g  
arepaying d ~ r l y f o r  their mislake. 
EEl unlstake.crlme 
Q  PEP 

8th 'In; .pay sth 'im 8th to  put money 
I n t o a ~ a c r n u n t : l h a d l o g o ~ t ~ h n k t o p a y  
ac!wquein. o Herrwgesa tep idd imt iy*I lok  
m u n t .  
EEi chaqw, monq EE@ dspmstf sth (In 6th) 
(more formal) 
+v+ntpnm+adv + v+adv+n + v + n l p m n + m  
py 'off if sth that involves risk pays off, it is 

successfhl and brings the results that you want: 
Ttwgambieplid oB: o Theif fmrd tlnrrk is W i n -  
ning to pay off o All the min ing  you've been 
doing seems lo havepaid o# ha11ds0meIy (= has 
had very good results). 
Q v + &  
b 'pay-fl n (IIIfwnurD a reward or  a benefft that 
you receive as a resultof sth you do: Whl arethe 
pay.qtrs of workingar home? 
+ S~~Q!SO PAY-OFF at PAY SB OFF 

ay sb 'off 1 togive sbmoney to persuadethem 
to do sth or not to M sb about ath illegal or 

dishonest you have done: She ref& to be paid 
ofi BBO h y  sb off 2 to pay sb the money they 
have earned and dismiss them from their job: 
The slore haspaid ofl many of thefull-time SW 
and Mered them part-time work 
Qv+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 
b 'pay+ff n (irlformal) 1 a payment you make to 
sb to persuade them not to  do sth or  not to tell sb 
about sth []legal or  dishonest you haw done: 
Palice have been muwd of m i v i n g  pya f f s  
from Iocal gangs. 2 a payment made to sb to  per- 
suade them to leave their job: She has reoeiutd a 
fl ommfi 

a h  PAY-OFF at PAY OFF 

pay sthnb 'off 1 to Anlsh paying money that 
youoweTorsth:f&Ihemo~topoyoffmy 
overdmfl. o They're still plEylM off their mart- 
mge. o to pry ofl W i t o r S I D  bank manager 
mortgego, lmn,debCs IS@ mpay sthrsb (mom 
formal) 2 (espacia[Iy RrE) to pay tbe fare for a 
taxi journey: Shegoid the taxiolJ and walked the 
 st of the may. I!% taxlleab 
Q ? v+adv+n + v+pmn+adu * v + n + a d v ( h  

fwllenf l  
Zv+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

b a y  'out: ,pay ath 'od(for &) (es-lty BrEJ 
to pay a large amount forsth: The insu-mm- 
puny refused to pcy out. o The government pays 
out rnilfions of pounds in h?&ts. o I m ' t  word 
to pzy outforpr iwl  freabnent. 
+r+adv + v+adv+n 4 v+pmn+adv v+n+adv 

(-1 
r 'payout n a large mount of money that is 
given t o sb :hp le l r I fu&in ihemh won recud 
payoulsfmmihemtlcompclny. 

p a y  sfh 'out (BrE) to release or pass a length or 
rope, etc. through your hands: He s tuWpnying  
out the rope. 
Q v + s d v + n  + v+pmn+adv v+n+a&(mm) 

,pay 'up (irlfbrmoi) to give somebody the money 
that you owe them, especially if you do not want 
to: In the end we threulened io trike them to murt 
and theypaitb u p  

wugh up Fesp3ully BrEj 
6 v+adv 
b 'pald-up udj [only before noun] 1 having mid 
all the money necessary to be a member of a club 
or  an organization 2 (iMorrrmD strongly sup- 
porting 8th: a ful iypuid-up~tbnl l fan 

'peck at sth to eat only very small amounts of 
sth, because you are not hungry: He was so ner- 
uous he o n l y p k d o t  his lunch. 
Q V + P ~ P  

peel IPW 

,peel alveyrback (fmm sth), ,peel 
a'wayl'back (from sth) to come off the surface 
of sth; to remove a thln layer from the surface of 
sth: The w a I I m w  had siur&d to pwl a w .  o 
Themint luarpeeIingowqfirniRa w d .  o She 
peekd back t h  biunkeLs and jumped inlo bed, o 
Hepeeledaway thepiustic wrappiqz 
+ w a h  PEEL STH OFF, PEEL STH OFF STH 

@ v + s d v  + v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 
,pel 'off 1 to came away h m  the surface of s~ 

The milprrger was m l i n g  @T IEBJ p a w ,  skln, 
paint 2 (of cars, aircraft, etc.) to leave a group and 
turn to one s~de: T h e p I a t w ~ l e d  oflone Ly one. 
& v+adv 

,peel sth 'off 1 to m o v e  wme or  all of your 
clothing, especially sth that fits tightly: Hepeeled 
o n  his wet cbthes. E L  clothes, gloves, T-shirt. 
e t ~ .  2 to remove some notes from a thick p ~ l e  of 
folded or rolled paper money: He peeled off two 
hundredrbollnrs and handed them lo her 
@ v+adv+n + v+pron+adv + v+n+adv(mm) 

,peel sth 'otf; ,peel sth 'off sth to  remove a 
thln Iayer from the surface of something: He 
peefed the $weel wmpmr o she meled at[ the 
waIlpper off the bathrwm ceiling. 

wellpnper,palnt, wrapper 
@v+n/pmn+adv v+adv+n 4 v+ntprw+pmp 

,peg a'way(at sth)(in~5rmal)ta continue to work 
hard at or  try to achieve sth dimcult: He kwps 
pegfl'ng away at his novel. 
Q v+adv 

,peg sbtsth 'back (especially in sport) to  stop 
sblsth from winning or Porn increasing the 
amount by which they are ahead: ItaZy were win- 
ning 2-4 but were pe& back 60 a drow by 
Spain's lategoal. 

Peg sb/sth black is d e n  used in the pas- 
sme. * It s mrnmon in newspapers. 
@ v + n/pron + a& + v +a& + n (Zessjhqwnl) 



.peg 'oul EBrE, Wormul) to die: llhou~ht she was LleBDBC 1'wwtr)l 
going t o p g  out right infrom of me? 
+v+adu 

,peg sth 'Out (BrQ to fasten washing to a 
wlth a wooden or plastic device (a peg): He 
outside, pegging the washing out. 
E%3 washlng,clothes EZ9 b n g  w t h  out 
+v+dpron+adv v+adv+n 

line 
was 

'pelt down (idorman to rain very heavily: It's 
peithg down (with rain) ou&Me. 
EEl mur down 
Qv+adv 

,pen &lath 'in; ,pen sb,sth 'In sth to shut sWsth 
in asmall spoewithwalls orfences, etc. aL1 m d  
We penned the s h p  tn the yard .0  The froubde- 
mkem ume pen& in by the poiim o (fcgumtiw) 
SAefeItpnnedh living in the hwrt of thecity. 
=This phrasal verb is often used in the 
passive. 

, @v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n + v+tWpron+prep 
,pen sbtsth 'up (a@ciaIiy BrEj to shut sblsth ina 

place w ~ t h  waUg fen=, etc. all around, and not 
let them leave. I f  ~wlsgmitogoolrLsideayk betng 
penned up in the house aib day. o They mnned us 
up in a [ittie room andmuWn't let anyone h u e .  
=Pen sblsth u p  is usually used in the 
passwe. 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+sdv+n 

,pencil abMh *In (for sth) to write down sb's 
name for an appointment, or the details or an 
arranpement, although you know that this 
might have to be changed later: Let'spencil in the 
third oJ Moy for the naeeting. 
ev+nEpron+adv v+adv+n 

pension VpenJn! 

,penalon sb 'offtoalloworforce sbtoleavetheir 
job and stop regular workfto retire), especially 
because they are old or ill, and pay them a regu- 
lar sum of money (a pension): She wus pen- 
siollwr off at the age of 56 o  guml live) We'w 
pansionedowold TVoff andbuughf a newom. 
W k n s i o n  sb off Is usually used in the 
passive. 
Qv+nlpron+adv * v+adv+n 

,pep s b l S t h  'up linfmmat) to make sbEsth more 
interesting: to make sb feel more lively or fhll of 
energy: The c o r n y  needs to pep up its image. 
Qv+adv+n + v+ntpron+adv 

'pepper sbMh wlth sth to hit sWsth with lots 
of small th ing  such as bullets: Thgr s a M  they 
werempwred with shotgunpelletsasthajr walked 
in the forest. D VigUmtiue) The inlerviemr pep 
-her wrlh questions 
ElEl Pepper sWsth with s i h  is usually used in 
the passive. 
Q v + nlpmn + prep 

'pepper sth with sth to indude a large number 
of at h in sth: She peppen her m w m t i o n  with 
references m famous pmple. o Her hair is p?p 
pered wifhgrrj, 

Pepper 6th wlth sth is usually a& in the 
passive. + v + nlprm + prep 

perk 1~:k:AmEp3:rk/ 

,perk 'up; ,perk ab 'upIinf-0 to become, or 
make sb, more lively or morecheefi, espec~ally 
after they have teen iWsick: You've perked up 
since ihrs morning. o A s h o w  worrld m n  mrk 
You U P  

llven up, I b  sb up 
Qv+adv  v+nlpron*adv r v+adv+n 

,perk 'Up; ,pWk ~ t h  'Up litlformal) to improw or 
increase in value, to make sth increase in value, 
etc: The weather saems lo be perking up. o The 
recentdemand for h o ~ h a s ~ k e d u p  thegnnces. 
o Hous@grices a m a m t &  to perk up. 
EfK) Improw, Imp- sth 
Q v t a d v  * v+nlpmn+adw + v+abr+n 

,perk 8th 'up (rnformn to make sth more inter- 
esting or more attractive: Perk up a &rk kilchen 
wrlh a m t  of pamt. o A  vegetable stew can be 
perked up wfth a dash of chilli sauce. o idemfor 
perking up blandfood 
EE) llven ath up 
+v+adv+n + v+prm+adv + v + n + a d v ( h  

f rep~J l t1  

per'mlt of sth firman to make sth mssible: to 
allow 6th to happen: The sitwtion does nob p r -  
mit of any d e b  
W Permit of 5th is usually u& in negative 
scntences, and in written English. 
OV+PMP 

perfafn / p a o t e m ; ~ m ~ w t - 1  

per'taln to sth (fwman to be mnnected with a 
particular subject, person, event or situation: 
Thecommittee lurss reviewingrr[l the fnwspwoin- 
ingloudoptwa 
Q v + prep 

' m e t e r  l a i ~ r ) l  ,phona 9th 'In (mwrWly BtE, ta make a tele- . - 
phone call to the place where you work in order 

~peter'autQnto*)mdecmseorugraddy t, give sb some information: our mmrter 
before coming to an end: The rimd petered out phndtkheslov lhrs 
rnto a din  track. oBy midday $hers enihushm ring sth 
had pie& oul, o The mn-tion g d w l l ~  

+ ,,,oron + + 

perend out. 
& v+adv 

,phase sth 'In to intfadu~e sth @%dually or in 
stages: Thegomment  willphnse in the new Urr 
lG3 phasa sth out 

Phase sth in is often used in the passive: 
Thescheme wrll bephawd inouer 15yivears. 
@ vtadv+n + v+n/pron+adv 

phase sth 'od  to stop using sth gradually or in 
stapes: Theyug&iophEsseout chemhl weapon.% 
)I)PP) phase 5th In 

Phase sth out  is offen used in the pssive: 
The old system is ~ l n g g ~ o u t .  
e v * a d v + n  v+nlpran+adv 

- .  
,phone 'round; ,phone 'round sbMth (ape- 

cially Brm = PHONE A R O ~ ~ N D ~ O U N D .  PHONE 
AROUND~ROUND SBISTH 

,phone sth 'through (espdally BrE) to phone 
sb with details of or information almut sth: 
Phoneyourordet through lo thestom. 
e)v+nlpmn+adv a v+a6u+n 

,phme "up:  ,phone sbbth 'up(mpcia1l~ BrE) 
to make a telephone call to sbfsth: I'IIphone up 
and cancel my appointmant. o Phone Mike up 
ancd ark him rf he mnls  lo come. o lphoned up 
thehenk thismorning. 
W Phone and phone sb are also fbquently 
used with this meaning. Phone up and phone 
sh up are very common in spoken Engl&h. 
Q v+adv a v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

mhone 1faun;~rnEfwnl 
I E i W  To phone is the most common way to say 

p ick~w 
'to telephone' in British English. To rlng and to - a1 -.- 
call are also used. The most common verb in - oft -UP 
American English for this is to call. -on 205 -upon 

lbhone a'mundrround: .ahone a'roundl 2W *Out 

'' 'round sbMh (wpec~ally BrE) to make phone 
cslls to several different people or graces, usu- 
aUy to try to And out some information: I swnl 
the morningphoning round hotels, frying to h k  
a mom o He phoned around to leII everyone 
about the m m w .  

'plck at sth 1 to eat very small arnounb of fd 
because you are not hungry: She picked at her 
Jd for a urhiie, then lefi the table. fOPd+ 
meal 2 to pull 9th with your fingers several 
tunes: Shepicked n e r u o ~ l y  at her skrr! until she 

v - " .  
whone 'back: ,phone ab 'back (especially 

RrEj to telephone sb again or to telephone sb 
who telephoned you earher: I kjl a mmage but 
they never phoned back o Tom called whrkyou 
mereout. Heasked if youmuIdplronehim h c k .  o 
The tmwl  agent phoned back to confirm yow 
h k z n g .  o It's engaged- I'll phone h c k  inter 
Qv+adv + v+nlpmn+adv v + a d v + n ( m )  

:phone 'In (epecially BrE) 1 to telephone your 
place of work: I'll phone in lo say 1 won't b in 
until Junchl~me. o Hephond tn sick (= to say he 
was Wsick and could not go to work) this morn- 
ing. 2 to phone a telev~sion or radio programme: 
Hundreds of l~stet~?rsphoned in to complain. 
&v+adv  
b 'phonein R (espe~inlly BrE) a radio or TV pm 
gramme In which pwple can phone and ask 
questions, give their opinions, etc. as the p m  
gramme is being broadcast: He hosts a mdio 
phone-zn, o aphone-inprogramme 

@ V + P ~ P  
,plck sbBth 'aff* t o s h m t a m n , a n a n i m a l , a  
bird, an aircraft, etc. e s ~ i a l l y  one of a group, 
after aiming carefully: Orre of our men WUS 
pick& off by a snipe!: 2 to choose the best people 
or things for your own use: The company con- 
finws topickoff the brighlesf y o u n ~ g m d ~ .  
@ v + adv+ n + v*  nlpron + a& 

,pick sth 'w ,plck 5th 'oft sth to remove sth 
from sth with your fingernails or a tool: She 
watered t?ieplanrsandpicked off theohad lwws. 
@ v + nlpron + adv * v + a&+ n v +  nlprm + prep 

'pick on sb 1 to !reat sb badly or unfairly, espe- 
cially repeatedly: You'realw~yspickIngonme! o 
The mamger wcrs m e d  of pttktng on a mem- 
ber of the depurmnt. o It's d m u l l  k i n g  the 
younger swier - you always get pWed on. 2 
(esp?ciulIy BrE) to choose sbfor a task, especially 
an u n p l e a ~ n t  one: The W e r  aiwayspicked on 
Tom to annvar lhed@ult puestions. 
5 7 4  Pick on ~b can be used in the passive: She 
wflspicked on by theotherchiIdren atschool. + v +  prep 



pkk out m 
' ........ ..... .''..'''.*lh ...... . ....... .... ..XI ................... .XI .....-.........-.... IIXI ..................I x ............................................. _ 
,pkk sb,#th 'out 1 to choose sb/sth from a num- b 'plekup n 1 an improvement: There am no 

ber of people or things: He picks out pmpkfmrn signs of opickup in aomumerspnding. 2 WmE) 
the audknm 0 come up on stage. o The bright& the ability of a vehfcle to increase its s p d  
s t u d e n t s w m p i c k e d o u t f o r s ~ ~ l ~ i n i w .  o He + s e e a h p r c ~ u ~  at PICK SB UP; P r c K u P a t  PICK 
p~cked out the most expemiw sulr in the shop STH UP 

select swath (moreforman 2 to rewgnize 
sbtsth fromamongpwpleor things: Canyoupick 
me out in thwoldschwlphlo? o Thesuspecr mas 
packed out at an identi@ porade. 3 to manage to 
see sblsth: We could jutssrpick out a mr in the dw- 
tam. FQ make sblsth out (moreformtrl)4if a 
light, etc. picks sblsth out it shines on sbEsth so 
that theyllt areeasier tosee: Thecar'sheadlrghts 
prcKedoutarwdsian. 
e v * a d v + n  + v+nlpmn+& 

,pick sth 'out 1 to discoverarrwxlgnize sth after 
careFul study: It was d W u l t  60 pick out the 
rmmnanl pointsfrom the mnss of fw. o Ow 
were ask& lo pick out exactly what it was thut 
mnde hls sWe so distinctive. 2 if you pick out a 
tune on a musical instrument, you play a tune 
that you have heard or made up slowly, note b y  
note, without using written music: E r n i e  loas 
 wring out a slmpk tune on hisguila~ mel- 
ody, tune 3 usually ba , p k k d  'out (BrE) to 
paint, draw or write sth in such a way that it 1s 
very easy to see+ especially by using a colour that 
is different from the background: The detuils of 
thejhwers were pickedoui m blueandgold. 
Qv+adv+n * v+rdpron+adv 

,pick sth 'mmr t Ialso,plck ~hmugh a t h h &  
qwnt) to look carefully at a group o f  things, 
choosing what you want and rejectingamything 
you do not want: Hepickmiow theapples, check- 
ing for badones. o Barguin huntersprckedouer a 
plleof sale i l e m  2(especiaI!y BrKj toexamine or 
analwe stb carefully" We smt the w i n g p i c k -  
ingover hstmnth'sm~1ES. 

v+arhr+n r v+pmn+adv 
,pick 'up 1 to become better; to improve: Themar- 

kat always picks up in the spring. o The gam 
started uev  sslwly but picked up in tfw second 
haF o We're wailing until the m t h e r p l c k s  up a 
bit. 2 if the wind picks up, it starts to blow mom 
strongly: The wind seem lo be picking rap. 3 to 
s M  again: to mntinue: Thenew serlaspicks up 
where the old one k ?  off + we a h  prcK STH U P  
10 4 If your speed picks up, you s t a r t  to go 
faster m e r  thefirst mile I= in a race) Isfarfed m 
feelmngerandmy s p e e d p W u p .  + seealso 
PICK U P  SPEED/MOMENTUM at PICK STH UP 5 if & 
bus, etc. picks u p  somewhere, it stops there to 
allow passengers to get on: The blrsprcks up out- 
s ~ e t h e P o s t O ~ w + z z e a h ~ r c ~  SB ~~36( i l l Jbr -  
nwl, especially AmE) to mllect things that have 
been dropped or left on the ground and put them 
away: I shouldn't haue topick u p l p r y o u ! +  see 
a h  PrCK STH U P  12 + v+adv 

,pick sb 'up t to take hold of and lift 8b: Ialluays 
pick the h b y  up when s k  cries. + also PICK 
sTH UP 12 to go to sb's home or a place you have 
arranged and take them somewhere in your c x  
IZlpickyou up at sewn o'clock o Hepickedup a 
htich-hiker o P went to pick her u p M m  the air- 
mrt. = Plck sb u p  is used much more often 
than collect sb in spoken Endish. 3 ,plck 'up sb, 
,pfck him, her, them, stc. 'up i f  a bus, etc. picks 
u p  sb, it stops and allows them to get on: The bus 
stopped tnplck up somepasse~ers. A noun 
must always follow u p ,  but a pronoun comes 
between theverbandup. +seeako~rc~ up54 to 
rescue sb, for example h m  the sea: LLRbwls 
picked u p  all the survivors, 5 to arrest sb: to take 
sb somewhere in order to question them: She 
m p k k a d u p  b y t h e p o l i c e m s h e ~ h v i n g h e r  
kol@I. 6 Irrnrmafi to start talking to sb you do 
not know, bemuse you want to havea sexuaI rela- 
tionshipwith them: H e p W h e r u p a t o  club. 7 
if stb picks you up, it makes you feel better: A 
cup of Im mill m n p i c k w u  up 
+seeaLwprc~ YOURSELF UP 

~v+dprnn+sdv+v+adv+n  
Sv+adv+n .r v*pm+adv 

b 'plckmwp n (informal) something that 
makes you feel better or happ~er, etc: Thecountry 
nit was fhepetyectpick-me-up 
b 'plekup n 1 an Dccasion when sb gets: in a car, 
on a bus, etc. to be taken ta another place: The 
cwch driver nande~wmlpickups Wore heading 
for the airporl. o a pickup mint 2 (i$ormaf) a 
s~tuation In which sb is lrying to start a sexual 
relationship with a person they do not know; the 
person they are trying tostart a sexual relatfon- 
ship with:Nothingevermmeof hispkkups. 
+ S ~ ~ ~ I S O P I C K U P  at PICK U P ,  PlCKUPat PICK STH 
U P  

,pick sth 'up1 totakeholdof andIiflsth: I p k W  
up your Lmg by mishke. o Pick your cw4 up fl 
the J l m I o  Pfck up (= answer the phone) 
you're there, Tom! + aIso pacu SB UP 1 2 to 
obtain ormllect sth: Wtmnpick up the ticketsun 
hour Worn theshowstarlr. 3 to learn a language, 
a skill, etc, or to get information, without mak- 
inganeffort: Shepicksup langwgmreally easiix 
~ I s h o w e d h e r h o w t o u w s h e ~ w c l r e M d s h e  
picked it up quick1y. o lp ickd  up bts of tips on 
home entertainment &m the magmine. o She 
picked up the -for the novetfrom a newssturn 

languag-, Fmnch, tips, etc. 4 to get or 
obhm s t h  Hepicked up a virusat sclnooL o The 
chrldren h u e  picked up the loml accent.@ 
cold, haMts 5 to identify or rawgnb 9th: The 
early sign7 of the d m  m not picked up. 

Qrn IQB detect ath 6 if a machine pi th  6th 
up ,  it receives a sound, a signal or a picture: Th@ 
microphone picks up euery sound. o Signals from 
the saFelIite are picked up at ground stntions. o 
We roere able lo pick up the BBC WorM Service. 7 
to buy sth, espxially cheapby or b y  good luck: He 
prcked up some amazing borgafns 2n the soh.  0 
You canpick up a second-hand brke forotmr f60. 
ES3 bargaln 8 to win a prize or an award: Thp 
movie prcked up sewral Osmm EL3 gwerd, 
cheque B to And and follow a mute, etc: R police 
dng ptcked up his scent. o The French police 
prckd up tk mil and tmoad her lo Llsk. P d  
trail, W n t  10 to discuss something hrther; to 
return to a topicor themeand continue it. Can I 
pick up thepo~ntyou mmk wrlier?~ Wepick the 
stov up again in London, flue ywrs lateK B 
polnt, story + seealso PICK U P  3 *1 tomanage to 
see or hear sth that is not very clear Ijmtpicked 
up the sound af a car in the distance, 12 ( e s p  
cinlly AmE) to collect thigs that have been 
droppedorlefton thegroundand put themaway: 
WiU you pick up your toys now?+ seealso PICK U P  

6 13 (AmE) to tidy a room, etc, and put things 
away: Pick up your mrn bgfow you go out. E3J 
room tldy dh up (BtE), tldy sth (BrE) 14 
(informan if you pick up a bill for sth you pay it 
for sb else: We emM up picking up the bill. EEZi 
blll, tab 
Qv+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv~4v+edv+n 

v+pmn+adv + v*n+adv(mre) 
pkk up the 'pieces to return, or to help sb 

return, to a n o m d  situation, PxtiEularly afkr 
a shock ora disaster: He mUedouton hlsfrrmib 
lmuing his wife to pick up the p i m .  plck q 
'speedhno'mentum to go faster: The bw picked 
upspeedasit wentdownthe hill. 
b 'pickup I (also 'plclrup truck) a light motor 
vehlrlp with low sides and no roof at the back, .... . . 

used for example, by farmers 2 the part of a 
record player or musical instrument that 
changes electrical signals into sound, or sound 
into electrical signals 
+ m a h ~ l c ~ u ~ ~ t  PICK UP;PICKUP  PICK $8 UP 

,pick yourself 'up to get toyour feet, especially 
after a Tau: She pickad heffetf up and stumbled 
on. Q flgumtiw) We haue to pick ourselves up 
a(eryeste&y k defmt and start omin. 
-+seeal.~n PICK SB UP 
@v+prm+adv 

,pick 'up on sth 1 to notice 8th: Hepkked up on 
her&lmgsof u r n .  o Children s w n  pick upon 
tensions b e t w n  their pnrents. 2 to return to a 
point m order to talk about it in more detail: I'd 
like lopick up on Mr Finlay %point. poknt 
+v+adv+prep 

,pFck sb 'up on 9th (Bra tomrrect sth that sb 
has said or done: 4 you make a mistake, he 
aiwyspfcltsyou up on it. 
Q v t nlpron + adv + prep 

piece I P ~ S I  

,piece sth to'gather 1 to discover a stom etc. 
b y  putting together separate facts or pieces of 
evidence: Dewtiurn cue pking lo@& the 
ewnls of the last h o r n  of hk life. 0 InvesligUtUaBrs 
orenrll trying topiece fogelher theevidencelofind 
out what mused She m h .  EE evfdenco, story, 
events 2 to make sth by  putt~ng a lot o f  separate 
parts together: Archaeologlsls how worked for 
ymrs topiece fogether the huge mosaic. 
&v+adv+n * v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv(Iess 

P% IPgE (a-) 
,pig 'out (em 8th) (i?@mn to eat too much or a 

lot of f d :  We pigged out at lunch forfour bucks 
each. o It sn'!agoodidearopigoutonsugot: 
+v+adv 
b 'p lgw l  n an o w i o n  on which you eat too 
much or a lot o f  food: We had a mlpig-out Insl 
night. o npigautparty 

,pit8 'Intout ,pile 'Intorod of sth to go in or 
out of somewhere without order or cuntrok 5% 
InxIarrrwd and we olipiled in. o Crowds of chi[- 
drenpikd oui of the buiIdirGg. 

cmr, taxl, toom 
Qv+adv + v+prep 

,pile 'into sbsth to cmsh into sWsth: Shestop@ 
d w d  in the muldk of the .mwrnent and we d l  
p!Ied into hero As many as 30 mrs and truck3 
piled infa emh other in ihefw this morning 
+ S ~ ~ ~ ~ P I L E  UP,PILE STH U P  

e v * p m  
,pile 'on i f  sb's weight piles on, it Increases mp 

idly: The w n d s  have just piM on dm 1 got 
married! + v+adv 

,pile sth 'an 4 to express a &ling in a much 
stronger way than is necessary I &it I'm gil- 
i w  on t h e d m  a bit, but Ihr wing .!d make 0 
seriouspoint. 2 to givesb a lot or too much o f  sth: 
Uniled pfled on the pressnw in the second half 
(= of the fmtball game). EEi p.sum, gul* 3 to 
make sth increase rapidly: As soon rss she stops 
dieting she piles on the pounds. o The team wr@ 
piirngon tRepoinB. D pDununds,rnelgM 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

pile. on the 'agonyl'gloom (irlfornnnl, ESP?- 
crnily BrE) to makc an unpleasant situation 
worse 

,pile 'out ,pile ' od  of a* 
+ SW a h  PlLE INIOUT, PILE INWlOUT OF STH 

,pile 'up; ,pile sth 'up 1 to for ma pile; tornakea 
lot of th~ngs ~ n t o  a pile: Snow was piling up 
against the windows. o They piled the sstnes Up 
in a corner of fheyard. 2 to mcrease or to make 



sthin~Inquantityoramount:&bblshwrrs 'plne fa* s h t h  to want or miss sWsth very 
piling UP in thes#reets. o The bills roempiling up much: She mnPreallypin*rgfor BmzIfalall. o 
md rue Arrd no money lo my them. o Liverpol a h ~ p t n i ~ f o r  itsmasler 
shouId haw mw on ta pila up a big smre (= in a & v + prep 
game of fwtball). 
Qv+adv + v+ntpm+abv + v+adv+n 

2v+adv + r+adv+n v+pmn+advr 
P [ P ~ I W P /  

v+n+adv(mm) ,pipe ' d m  (irlfornaat) used to tell sb to be less 
b 'p l lwp  n a road accident in which several noisy orto stop talking: OK. emybodypiiwdown! 
vehicles crash into each other E h n  mrs were 
inuolwd in a p i k p  on the naotorwcx o ~ h m  ,P~W 'UP (m sw) (1MomO to begin to speak: 
m p i e  usrekilled in a muItrplepik.up. mbbie suddenlypi@ up with 'I'ue seen tf~kisfilrn 

kf0r.e'' 
pin /pm/ (*n-) +v+a& + v+adv+speech 

#In sb 'down 1 to make sb unable to mWer esw pisg lm/ cially by holding them firmly: The o h r  by hod 
pinned Jimmy down on t h f h l :  o ~ k n b e ~ s  ,fJlss a'boutfe'wnd (BrE. A, slang) to act in a 
pinned down (= they muld not move from their silly or unhelpful way and waste time: We 
pos~tion)jus#southof thek~&r2(tasth~dolng h w ~ h 3 o t t i m e t o ~ ~ a b o u t .  
8th) to make sb say clearly exactly what they are more Polite, h$ormal of saying this 
going to do: You'llfind it d m u l t  foprn him down IS mm around oc in British English, mess 
to a prm. o They pinned the buzlders down lofin- about. 
ishing by J w .  IEB nail sb d m  (to 8th) 3 to <4'+adv 
find sb and make them answer a question or tell ,pis3 sb a'boutra'round (BrE, A, shlang) to m t  
you what you need to know: She tried ta pin him sb in an unhelpful way that wastes their time: 
downforon iniemiew but he masalways bug WnY pisme about, just i211 me thetruth.r 
+v+nlpron+athr v+adv+n A more polite, informal way of saying this 

,pin fib 'dorm to kflentify or undatand sth 1s mess sb around, or, in British EngIish, mess 
exactly: There's mmihittq mng with thlspho6p about. 
gmph buf Im'tquitepin it down, oDocronhoue @ v + * ~ m n + a  
k e n  unable mpln down Ihemwof her symptoms 'piss down: 'pIm It d m  (BrE, A, s-1 ta 
@v+dpmn+adv 4 v+adv*n ram very heavily: It's slillpissiw (it) &wn out 

'pin sth on sb to make sb seem responsible or there. 
take the blame for sth they have not done: They =only P w r ~ ( f i E , ~ ~ f o ~ O  
tried topin the blameonme! lDlil Pi98 {it) down 1s always used with the sub- 

blame ject it. A more polite, lnformal way of saying 
Q v+ nlpmn + prep this is chuck it down: It's stIU chucking it down 

,pln (all) pair '- on stu 'w ,ph - Oubida. 
'faith on ablsth to rely on sWsth completely Tor + v + a d ~  v+n+adv 
success or help: Police ampinnlng their h o w  on ,plss 'off (A, slang, esp&Ily Brm used to tell sb 
finding the murder mapon. rudely to go away: I iold him Cogiss on o Pissoff 

,pin sth 'up 1 to fasten sth to a wall, etc. with andh8auerrwalone! 
p~ns: He pinned up a nottoe on #he bad .  Q Can I 9 v + m  
p ~ n  thrsposterrllp.~? 2 to Rx your haIr in place with ,plss sb 'off (A, s h g )  to make sb annoyed or 
pins: She waspinning her hair up upfront @ the bored Everybwly's pissed ofJ with wht's going 
mirror hair on. o It m l l y  p h  me off when I see m p I e  

v+n/pron+advr v+adv+n behaving hke t h ~  
b 'plwup n 1 a picture of an attmctiw, person, R& off (BrEj and pissed (Arne) are 
cleslmed to be put up on the wall for people to often u s d  as adjectives: I luas really gissed o r  
lookat: T h e ~ k q f h i s m m w m m w r e d i n p i n -  wrth him. Amore polite wayaf sayingpisseboff 
ups, o He waslbot8all"srsi pin-up Lqu 2 a pep Is ~ e t  on sb'a nerves: It mllygers  on my n a m  
son who appears in a pin-up when I w p w p l e  hhaurng like Ihat. + v + nlpmn + adv + v + a&+ n (mre) 

pine m, 
,pin. a'way to W e  very sad. and sometimes pi* EPw(*-) 

ill or weak becauae sb has died or gone m a y :  ,pA abtsthmrseH algainst sb/sth to test 
After his died, he just pined a w .  o He sblsth?vourself ~n a sbmggleor competition with 
seemed lo kpin tngnwy~rom loue. sblsth: It's a c h o w  to pit yowwIl oguinrZ She + v+adv champion. o I'd like to pit my wits agalmt the 

2W .............................. ~ ........................................... ' ........................ ,, ........... ........................................................................ .!!.8y..?! 

besl minds in ihe country (= to test my intelli- p !a~ter / .p laa ta (r ) ;~rnE -1 

strength genoe)+ agaim like the windand Nw the waves. 
,plaster 'over sth to coversth such as a crack or 

a wall with a substance that is put on wet and e v + ntpron + prep dr~es to form a hard, smwth surface (plaster): 

pitch /prtJl 
The old brick: had kenphSterwlover 
-Plaster over sth 1s often wed in the 

,pitch 'In (wltk sWsth) (idormol) to join in will- pascive. 
ingly with sb to help with an activity: We all Q v+prep 
pitched in and m n  finished #he job. o Lots of 
pwpk ptlched in with ndvh ,  o Rufh p i k b  in play lple11 
wilh the adult rvorkers at the hebles kfww she 
goes off to schwl. - abwt -off 
4 v+adv - a W t  wlth -off agalnst 

#Itch 'into sb (iqbrma~, opecinl!~ B ~ E )  to -a'O"g -on 
-wt 

attack or criticize sb: They rmllygifched itit0 ma -around wth -UP 
when I @& to mpemte. -at - u p b  
& v + ~ r e o  208 -back -upon 
.r 7 .  

.pitch 'into 8th ( i & m l ,  espdal ly  BrE)tosM -down - wilh 

doing sth with energy and enthusiasm: 1 rold 
up myslpeuesandpzith@d into theclwning oAl1 ,play a'bovtwm =PLAY AROUND 

of th.m aikhed inm thefght. ,play a'bout with sth (Brm = PLAY AROUND 

& lainch Into sth 
Q v +  prep 

' p h t  onwround sth to depend on a oentral 
point; to d m l o p  from a oentral idea or mint: 
The success of the pm$& giuots on inwshnenl 
fmm abroad. o TRe novel piwis around a long 
mnwrxrtwn M w n  tw charattern 

hlnge on sth 
Q V+PP 

plan I P ~ I  (-m) 

,plan a'head (fw sth) to make arrangements in 
advance: It's impossible to plan aheas when 
things keep drongmg! o We & to plan ahead 
foroursetiremen!. 
+v+adv 

'plan on sth; 'plan on doing sth;'plan on sb 
doing s t h l  tolntend todosth: We'dphnnedon 
hauingo quret ewningnt home lonight. o I'm not 
planniw on gorng to bed yat. 2 (offen used in 
negatrw senlem)  to expect sth bo happen: We 
hadn't plnnned on o siom!o They hadn't 
phnned onso m n y  peopk uisiding iheexhibition. 
O v + P w  

,plan sth ' od  to plan carefdy and in detail sth 
that you are going to do in the futurr: to plan orst 
your iimlroule o I knew mactly where I LWS 
going - l'dgot italIplanned out. 
+v+adv+n 4 v+nlpron+adv 

plant /plant; AmE plent/ 

,plant sth 'wt toputplants in the ground so that 
they haveenoughmmtogrow 
&v+adw+n * v+pmn+adv v + n + a d v ( h  

Jhwuent) 

WITH STH 

,play a'long (with swsth). to pretend to agree with 
sblsth, to believe sblsth, etc., to gain an advan- 
taw for yourself, amuse yourseIfIf avoid trouble, 
etc  He realized they'd mismkw him for the 
gardem but decided to play along. o I knew h 
luas Zymg, but I decided lo plny along wilh him 
fir a while. 
e v + a d v  

,play a'round (BrE also ,play a'kout) I (with 
sblsth) to behave in a careless way, without 
thinking a b u t  the mults: Slop pbyirng a b u t  
and get on with your m r k !  o h n ' i  play around 
with mlcRes!BYQ mess amund ( ~ 4 t h  sWsth); 
mess around with sth (RrE) t see uLW PLAY 
AROUND WITH STH 2(wlth sb>(~nformnO tohavea 
sexual relationship with sb who is not your 
usual partner 
*v+& 

,play a'round wlth ath W E  aka ,pfay a'bout 
wlth sth) to test or try new ideas. methods, etc. to 
see how good or effective they are before you 
make a final decision: P b  around with the 
spreadsheet untilyoufind the best way to display 
thedam. o We'restill plqving around with idm 
for a new pro~rrrmme. + v +adv * prep 

'play at dolng dh  ( e s M I l y  BrC) to do sth 
without any effort orreal interest: He'sjwtpSqv- 
ing ad king in love. + '+Prep 

Uwo cnn plsy at 'that g a m  used tm tell sb 
nho  has played a trick on you that you m do the 
same to them what Is nb playing 6 7  (inform0 
used to ask in an angry way about what sb is 
doing: What do you thirrkyou'wpkU.ing at? 



,play sZh 'back (to sbl taglay music, sound, f h ,  E4Ei This phrasal verb is usually used in i n t -  
etc, that has been m r d e d  on a tape or video: ten English. 
C a n y o u p b  back what we'wjlrptmrded~ e v + a d v  + v+pmn+adv 
BE tape b .PI- 'out ndj completely hished;  tm tired 
@ v +  nlpm+adv r v+adv+n or weak to continue: She ump played olld - ~w 
b 'playback n llTj [Cl the act of vlaving music. & u s t d r n n  in rrv 
showing a ~lmrmwie or listeningto a teiephond 
message that has been recorded before: a record- 
ing that youIlsten to or watch agaln: A TVpIay- 
backshowedemcfly what hadhoppened, 

,play 6th 'down to try to make sth appear less 
important than it is: Thegovernment ts trying to 
pky down i ts  inuolwment in fhe@ai% 
E!9 play up sth, play M l w m  up 

Downplay sth IS also used with the same 

.. . . 

,play sth 'Out 1 whenan event is played out, or 
sb plays it out, it happens: Thenegotiationsnm 
betw played out behind csosed doors. o She mn- 
linued lo play oul her role of dutiful &ugh&r 

Play sth out is d e n  used In the passive. 2 
{especrally AmE) to continue to play sth unto it 
fin~shes: We71 p h y  out thisgame and then go to 
bed. 3 to let a length of npe  pass through your 
hands bit by bit 

meaning: The report downplayed the @Teas o r  rf v+adv+n + v +  n(oi#n+adu 
lawe cluss sizes in xhooIs. 

+ 
+ "+ pmn + + + + a dv(mre) 

,Play 'UP: uplay 5b 'UP (Worm~L m~&lFvBrE)  
1 if a part of your h d ~  a machine, etc. plays u p  

,play 'otf ( W I ~ Y  BrE) if two teams, P ~ ~ ~ ,  or playa you up, it causes vou nroblerns: MV 
etc. that have the same number of points in a leg'sploying up a&in (= lt is pair&). o MY back 
competition play off, they play a final game to plays me up from t i m  to time. o Themr siarted 
decide who has war The t w  C w m n s p h y &  off playing up (= not working in a reliable way) 
for a plum in thefinal. ahbout six months wo. o The computer's been 
*V+& 
t 'play-off n a game or games be- two play- 
ers or teams with equal points in a competition 
to decide who the winner a: We'm unlikely lo 
m c h  t h  p W f l s .  o The title urns decided by a 
slrddendeathpInym o a p h ~ f i ~ l  

,play A 'off agalnst B I & E ) I A ~ E ' ~ I ~ ~ A ~ ~ )  
to make two pwple or groups op- each other, 
eswiafly in order to gain an advantage for y o w  
self: (BrE). He t rm tn ppIoy oneprrmt off against 
the other o ( A 0  The children phy& their par- 
entsofl e ~ &  olhe,: o Shepkryed her two n'uals OR 
against wch other andgot the job hersel$ 
@ v + nlpmn + adv+ prep 4 v*  nlpmn + prep 

,play 'on 1 (won) tocontinue top1ay;tostart play- 
ing again. They chimed a penalty but the & m e  
tokflhem t opby  on. 2 to continue toplay music: 
Despite iheuprml; themusiciansplayedon. 
+v+adv 

'play on eth(alsn'play upansthmomfwmar)to 
deliberately use sb's fears, e t c  for your own 
advantage: He phyed on myfeeIhgs of guilt lo 
make me sw. 0 The government p h y d  on 
m p k ?  fmm of rising crime to get swmrtfor  
the~rpollcies. 

foam axploM sth firmno + v +  P"P 
,play 'out (irlf-0 if a h d ,  etc. PIW out  it 

performs in front of an audience: Smwus h n d P  
sh0u.W bepkwing out reguludx o oPying oul is 
the h t  wnySDra IXIio build ofolbwing. 
@v+abu 

,play 'out; ,pky ItsmWMiernneks 'out yw- 
mn0 to develop and come to an end or be no 
longer useful or important: Tfw crisis has@ to 
pky  out. o Therwolutwn smnpbyed h(f out. 

pIaying me up recentI~ 2 If childmn play up or 
play sb up, they behave very badly: The kidF 
haue been playing up all day. o AII kidsphy syw 
W h e n  w" 
EElll Play UP, play sb up are offen used in the 
B r ~ g r e S S i ~  tenses. 
@v+dpmn+adv r v+adv+n 

,play 'up sth; ,play lMhem 'up tom to make 
sth appear more ~mportant than it rrally is: She 
played up her rrchleuements m an o m p t  to 
impress ~LS. 

mo ~lay . th r la rm 
W H  A noun must always follow up, but a pro- 
noun comes between the verb and up. 
&v+adv+n + v+prm+adv 

,play 'up to sb(&~tobehmtowardssbinaway 
that you think they will like and will brlng you an 
advantage: Shealwsplayed up 60 herfather 
Q v +  a& + prep 

,play 'up to ath (-lly BrEj to behave in the 
way that peopleexpect you to: S h e M ' t  Look 12. 
People think she's only 8or 9, and she plays up ta 
this all the time. 
Qv+&+prep 

'play u p ~ l  sth =FLAY ON STH 

'play with sbMh (dikppmving) to behave 
towards sb in a way that is not serious, especially 
bypret~nding tofeelsth youdo not feel: Shelutaa 
jwtpplayylnk wifh w emotions. 
Q V + P ~ P  

'play wlth sth (usually wed in the progresslue 
tenses) if you play wlth an idea, you think about 
it, but do not really intend to do anyth~ngabout 
it: S h e ' s p l a y i ~  wifh the he of starting her own 
businesc. 
BEl  IdesIE5tWwfMath 

'play wlth yours& ( in form0  to touch your 
sexual organs in order to give yourseIf pleasure 
g V + P ~ ~ P  

,p ld  a'longron to continuedoing sth, 
difficult or borlng work, at a very slow rate: Keep 
ploddtng on -you'll soon befinism! o They'w 
s111IpIddingalong withtthezr tnv~tlgalwn. 
,@ v+adv 
lod a'way (at sth) to work steadily but slowly at P .  a dlflicult or boring task: He ptodded away all 
night at hbprojet togel rtfinlshed 
@v+adv  

lonk (8spedully~rEj /plwk: ~rnEpla:gk, 
'PL~:~L/ OUnE wuuily plunk) 

,plank ' d m ;  ,plank yourself 'down (hfor- 
man to sit down heavlly and quickly: She 
pbnkedhenelf down in frontof theteliy. 

plump down, plump ywmH dowl  
6 vtactv v+pron+adv 

rplonk s&&h 'down (ir&mWD to drop sth or 
put sth down heavily without taking grrat care: 
She plonked the food down in front of them. o 
Don'l just plonk the h b y  down on theflmc 
gv+n/pmn+adv 4 v + a d v + n ( h f w W )  

 loug ugh sth 'baek (into sth), ,plough sth 
baek 'In to put profits back into the business 
that produced them: All thepmj5tsnrepIollghed 
hack Inlo the company. o The d i M o r  coltfirmed 
thai ewrypenny h a d  been ploughed h k  ra 
@3 proms, money 
=Plough sth back is usually used in the 
passlve. 
@v+nIpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

rplough 'into sbmth (of avehicleor adriver) to 
crash violently into sblsth: The m r  hit a Jamp 
pos kforeplou~hingintoamlL 
O v + prep 

Lplougb 8th 'into sth: ,plough sth 'Inb 
doing sthtoinvest alargeamount of money on 
a project, a bus~ness etc: $50 million will be 
plou~hed into the mea over the nex l f i v ewrs .  
,avH, sink sth Into 8th + v + nlpron + prep 

 plough 'onlwlth sth) to continue to say or dosth 
even though it hecomes dimcult: No one was lis- 
tening to him but heploughed on regardfes. o 
The path was steep, hut ffiv ploughed on until we 
got lo thetop. 
+v+adv 

,plough 'through sth; ,pfough your wey 
'through sth 1 toforoea way through sth: The 
car ploughed its m y  through the snow and ice. o 
The journey rnvoluedploughtng through 5 0 m i h  

plug In ............. . ........,,r... ._ .................... . ............................. ......--...,,, .... ,,.. 
@ sluamp [nnd. 2 (of a vehicle or an aircraf!) to 
crash violently through sth: The mr plougM 
through the w e .  3 to slowly do, read or eat all 
of stheven though it is dimcult or boringlt took 
me h~m loplough through all the m i l  o I had 
to plough my way through a mountain of posta 
becaw I didn't want lo appwr rude. 
&v+prep 4 v+n+prep 

,plough sth 'up 1 to break the surface of an area 
of land that has not been used for growing Crops 
before, and turn it over using a specid piece of 
farming equipment (a plaugh): He plowhed up 
the O l d  ready for sowing o a t o n  fo prewnt 
JarmfrspIoughIng upfiifpaths 2 to break up the 
surface of the gmund by walking or driving 
across it again and again: He got so angry he 
ploughdup huneighhur'slawn with hismotor- 
bike. 
+v+adv+n * u+ntprwr+adv 

,plow sth 'back (Into ah), ,plow Mh back 'In 
(AmE) =PLOUGH STH BACK (INTO STH), PLOUGH 
STH BACK IN 

,plow 'Into sbmth(AmF) =PLOUGH INTO SBISTH 
,pPow sth 'into sth ,plow sth 'Into dolng 

6th (AmE) = P L O U G H  STH INTO STH, PLOUGH STH 
INTO DOING STH 

,PIOW 'on (dm 8th) ( A m  = PLOUGH ON (WITH 

STH) 

,plow 'through sth: ,plow ywr way 
'through 8th (AmE) = PLOUGH THROUGH STH, 
P1,OUGH >OUR WAY THROUGH STH 

,plow sth 'up (Amm =PLOUGH STH UP 

'pfuek d ethtotakeholdof sthwithyourfmgers 
and pull ~t towards you in a quick, sharp move 
ment: He pluckd a t  my sleeve. 'Come and sit 
down. ' 
Q v + prep 

plug l~ lna l  (-as-) 
,plug a'way (at 8th) (irlformaf) to work hard and 

steadvly atsthforalong t h e ,  especially s thdf i -  
cult or boring, Scientists h u e  been plugging 
away at Iheprobkmfor ywrs. + v+adv 

,plug 'In; ,plug 'Into sth 1 to be able to be con- 
nected to a source of el-icitu or another pi- 
of electrical equipment: Where dws fhe T V p i w  
in90 The gu ibr  plugs into this ampl#ec 2 to 
boome involved with a particular actbvity or 
group of people: The company Ropes loplug rnio 
new markers ~n Asia. 
e v + a d v  + v+prep 



,plug stb 'In; ,plug ath 'Into sth to connect a 
piew of electrical equipment to the electricity 
supply or  to another plew of electrical q u i p  
merit. Don'tforgel loplug thegrinler in. o Whem 
can IpIw in my hnMryer? 
E!El unplug sth (fmm sth) 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n r v*nlpmn+pmp 
b 'plug-In udj [only before noun] that can be con- 
nected to an electricity supply with a plug (= a 
smaU plastic objwt with two or  three metal 
pins): a plupin kettk 
t 'plus411 n (mputlmg) a piece of soffware (= 
programs used to operate a computer) that can 
be added to a computer system to give extra fea- 
tures: plwinsfor  a p h m p  cornpuler o a plug. 
h g ~ p h i c s m r d  

,plug sth 'Into sth 1 = n u c  STH IN, PLUG STH 
rNTo STH 2 tooonnett a computer toacomputer 
SYStem + W? a h  PLUG-IN Bt PLUG STH IN, PLUG 
STH INTO STH 
Q v+ nlpmn + prep 

,;plug sth 'up to 6ll or block a hole with a sub 
stance or  a piece of material that fits tightly into 
it Wepluggedup all the holesaround the tuindow 
lo stop the umdmming in. 
E!E hole block Ah up 
W Plug sth is often used with the same mean- 
ing. 
6 v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,plumb sth' In ( h E )  to connect a washing- 
machine, a bath, etc. to a water system: He's 
plumbed in the new wmhing m h k  form.  
e v + a d v + n  + v+rdpmn+adv 

plump I D ~ ~ ~ P I  
,plump 'down: ,plump pumelf 'dorm 

(informd) to sit down quickly and heavily: She 
plumped hersew down in thearmchnir: 
IS@ plonk down, plonk ywn& dorm 
6 v+adv v+pmn+adv 

,plump sth 'down ( i n f i m 0  to  put sth down 
suddenly and carelessly: He p[um& his $wks 
down on the table. 
Qv+ntpmn+adv + v+actv*n 

'plump for s h t h  (BYE, ilbfomt) to  choose or 
vote for s'olsth after thinking about it mrefulEy: F 
think12lpIumpjorthestmk 
& v + prep 

,plump 'up to become rounder or  fatter Smk rRe 
misinsuntll they plump up, 
Q v+adv 

,plump 9th 'up to make 8th such as a cushion 
rounder and softer by shaking it: Let me plwnp 
upyourpillows fotyou 

CUShlOn, plllOW 
e)v+actv+n v+rdpmn+adv 

,plunge 'In; ,plunge 'into 8th 1 tojump or fall 
in to sth. usually with some force: He plunged 
into the pool. o The car p l w d  into u gorge. o 
Wemndowntotheseaondplungedin. 2 to begin 
doingsth or  talkingabout sth without preparing 
for ft or  thinking mrefuUy: Hepfrrnged Inio the 
task of clearing the o ~ e .  0 l plungd in a d  
starled kliinghim allabout it. 
*v+adv + v+prep 

,plunge sth 'in: ,plunge sth 'IWinto sth to 
put sth quickly and with f o m  into 8th else: She 
plummi the knife into h k  kg. o X e  opened the 
sack and plunged his arm in. 
E E i  knlfe, hand 
6 v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n + v + n l p m + m  

,plun~e 'into sth =nuncB IN. PLUNGE INTO sm 
,plunge 'into sth;,plunge s k t h  'into sth to 

be or to make sWsth suddenly be in a bad situ- 
ation or state: Thecomtryplungdinta recesslora 
o The city wus plunged into chaos rrs a m u l t  of 
the strike. o The room was suddenly plunged into 
darkness. 
ESZl recudon, duspmlr 
BEIB Plunge aWsth Inta sth is often used in the 
passive. + v+prep r v+nlpron+prep 

,plunge sth 'Into 8th = PLUNGE STH IN, PLUNGE 
STH lNl1NTD STH 

,pfunk 'down; ,plunk youlaelf 'down (AmE, 
inf irm0 = PLONK DOWN,PLONK YOURSELF DOWN 
+v+ath 

,plunk sb/sPh ' d m  (AmE. i@mnal) = PLIINK 
SRlSTH DOWN (&llmi~e) AfOVk @Ws p l ~ k e d  
down $1.7 billion for tickets (= spent that 
amount on tickets) 1Aissummer 
+v+ntpron+adv 4 v+adv+n 

'ply sb with stb 9 to keep giving sb large 
amounts of sth, especially fm and drink: T h y  
plied us ~urth .&I and cakes. 2 to keep asking sb 
questions: They plfedme wtth questionsa bout my 
visri bo EngIand. + v +  nlpron + w p  

point barnt i  

,point s b t h  'out (m to show sb which per- 
son or thing you are referring to, for example by 
moving your head, by describing themlit, etc: 
WrlIyorrmint his wife out to me if you see her? o 
He draw them amlmnd&wley Hi&spolnlingout 
where the stars lived. o The gukIe minted out 
vrrrious historic monuments. 
Qv+nlpmn+& + v+a&*n 

nl nth ' od  (to rb) to mention sth in ordw to Ewsb lnmrmstionabvlitoilnakethernnotice 
H. He thunk& mfor  gointingow tRe m-es in 
hls wport. o 1 rnmtmini out that my part in the 
m u e  was wry smail. o ft must be pointed out 
that t h ~  new drug is not a mimck cum oHe 
d m 2  like huuing hisfaults pornled out lo him o 
'He's not my father he's my stepfathe~'h@po~nted 
outangrily. 

Polnt sth out is often usad in the wttm 
point out that... 
@v+a&+n r v*ntpnm+acW + v+adv*8peech 

Int to sth 1 to mention sth that you think is 
Frnportant and/or the reason why a particular 

situation exists: She pointed 60 u m p h y m n t  as 
a ~ n f o r r r s l ~ c r i m e .  Z if afact, went orsitu- 
ation pints tosth, it sumests that this istrueor 
Hkely t o h a p p e n : A l l t h e s ~ n s g o i n ~ a d t o u s ~ -  
ful year aheud. o The fms seem lo pofnt 50 him 
hnviw heen murdered. oShe had symptom 
whichminted la a dmgnosisqf kidney fuiluw. 
b v + v w ~  
Id 'up ath,,po[nt W h m  up(BrE,firmaO ko gve special emphasisto one particular aspect 

of a problem. fact or  opinion; to show sth wry 
clearly. This incident points up the hostility 
hetrueen the tuxl sides, 

A noun must always follow up, but a pm 
norm wmes between the verb and up. 
Qv+adv+n v*pmn+adv 

bake laauk:dmE-kl .- .. . - 
,poke a'boutla'mund, ,poke a'boutr 

a'mund sth (IrlformrrZ) 1 ( a h  ,poke Yhmugk 
ath especinlly AmE) to look for sth, espxially sth 
that is h~dden among other things that you have 
to move: They were poking around in the bushes, 
Zooklng for their ball. o What uwre you doingpok- 
ine nhnt~f In mu m m ? o  He saent his uwekendP - - - - - -  - 
poking urounddusty old h h h o p s .  0 Clrstoms 
olficmlspoM through the cororrloinms lookingfur 
rumpons 2 ta try ta find out information, e s w  
c~al ly  secret or hidden information; to get 
involved in sth that does not concern you: A 
reporter had been poking m u d ,  trying lo dis- 
cover mmething in my m. 
Qv+adv r v+@p 

[poke a'mnd; ,poke a'rwnd stll ( A M .  
informl)  to move or do things slowly. without 
hurrying: I was j u t  p k i n g  around in loWn all 
morning 
e v + a d v  v+prep 

%ke at sth to gush your hger, a stick, etc. into 
sth, often sevet-al times: She poked at her salad 
with herfork. 
IEE) pmd atsth 
(4 v + Prep 

,poke 'out: ,poke 'out of sth (ah .W 
rhmugh, ,~a'thmugbrth)ifsthpokesoutor 
pokes out of sth, you can see i t  because a small 
part is coming through a hole or  is no longer 
covered: Hss tws ruerepokfng through the hoIes in 
his socks. o 7Ivo feet pokd out from under t h  
bed o Thew ~uereftowerspokz.~-@ out of hob in 
t h  loall. 

stlckout, dkkout of&; 8tkkthmugh, 
stlck through sth 
&v+adv + v+adv+prep + v+prap 

,poke 8th 'out; ,poke stti 'wt of sth to move 
sth suddenly forwards or  out of sth. The h r  
opned and Max mkad his head w t .  o The pony 
phi ttsnoseoutof thedooras1 urentpast, 
E5J head, tongue lav*, stkk afh out, stick 8th 
Out of 8th 
Qv+n/pmn+sdv r v*adv+n(hj%q&) 

v+n lprm+adv+m 
,poke 'through; ,poke 'through 5th = POKE 
OUT, POUR OUT O F  STA 

,pk8  ' t h ~ g h  9th .(W&UIly AmmE) = POKE 
AROUT!AROUNR.POKH ABOUTIAROWND STH 1 

,poke 'up to bemme vkible because a mall part 
1s coming through a hole, etc: The grass had 
begun to poke up through thesnow. 
)sv*) snck up 
+v+a6w 

someone: Shehiredmarsassin tomlolish him oB: 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,polish 9th 'oft (informal') to W h  sth quicklx 
espxially food or drink: !l'hq polished fl the 
p u d d i n ~  in no tim, o I'llpoiish 4fJ this last bit of 
work, then wmngoout .  
&v+adv+n + v+nlpron+sdv 

,polish 8th 'up 1 to make changes to ath in order 
to improve ~ t :  The college meds Lo pollsh w its 
i w .  f!BIi ad, irnsge 2 to impmve your skills 
in  sth that you have learnedbut havenot used for 
a long time: She went on o mum topolish up her 
German. EEl French, Itallan, etc. Isr*, brush 
d l  UP 
Qv+adv+n v+pmn*a& v+n+adu(mml 

,pence a'bwt,a'mund (BrE, in~"0m0 to do 
s ~ l l y  things in a way that looks ridiculous, e s p  
cially to attract attention; t a  waste tune: He 
p o w  around on the shot4 hterviewing inm- 
ben of the a td iem.  o Imuki hawfinirhed thnt 
Job whileyou've hnmncingamLvrd! 
gv+m 



,poop ' od  (AmE, shng) l (on ah) (also ,poop 
'out of sth) to fail to do something that you have 
arranged to do; to stop doing 8th bemuse you are 
very ti& or afraid Iwas supposed to go out IasF 
night but Ipwpedout. 2 ifamachinepoopsout, 
it stops working 
+v+adv~alsov+arhr+pmp 

,poop sb 'out ( A d ,  informal) to make sb v w y  
tired: A long day at t h o ~ p o o p s  meout. 
& v + nlpron + adv 

,pooped 'out udj [not before noun] (informal, 
espmmlly AmKjverytired: Iluaspm&out&r 
a long dayat s h e o m .  

,pop 'In (informal, psped~lly Bfm to visit sblsth 
for a short t Me: She oftenmm In for wfjk. o I'll 
pop in toweyou at lhe weekend. 
I S  drop In (em sblat ...) 
Q V + &  

,pop sth 'Inrround (Bro to d e h r  sth to sb on 
your way to anothw place: I'll pop the Zibmry 
books in on my way home. o Could youpop those 
photos round lnierv 

drop stk by: drop nth In (to sWah): dmp 
sth off 

v+ nlpmn + a& 

,pop ' o f T ~ W r m n 1 ,  pswciully B E )  1 to go or leave 
somewhere, especially fora shorttime: I'mgoing 
topopolfmrlvloni&a(=leavemrkearly), if it's 
alI right with you. o They just pop off lo F r a m  
whenever theyfeel like ii. 2 (oId-fashlom@ to die: 
When I m p  ofla11 my monqgoes Io you. 
Qv+adv 

,pop sth 'on W E ,  WornanQ 1 to put onapiece of 
clothing quickly: He pop@ on hts jacket and 
went out. 2 to turn on a piece of electrical equip 
ment: l U p o p  the kettle on and uw'll haw some 
iw. 
Qv+nlpmn+sdv v*adu+n 

,'pop 'out 1 l a b  ,pop 'out d sth) ta come out 
from a place suddenly: Hejustpoppdout from 
hehind a tree. o W ~ u m t i w )  I didn't menn to MI 
them - ftjwtpoppd out (= I spoke) Wore1 real- 
ked. o Vigumliue) His m s  nearly popped out of 
h h ~  head (= he was very surprised) when hesaw 
whnl she was maring. 2 (especially B r a  to leave 
somewhere for a very short time: John's just 
pop@ out loge! a newspcspel: 
Q)v+adv l  alsav+adv+prep 

,pop 'werrround 0 to vlsit sb's home for a 
short t ime: Pop ouer tfyoufeel lonely. 

drop by; drop mrer (pspecicrlly AmE) 
6 v+adv 

,pop 'Up (f?&rmoO toappear or happen when you 
do not expect it: He seems Io pop up in the most 
unlikely p h .  o When yau click with the hermouse, 

a m u p o p s u p  
Qv+adv 
F 'popup dj [only before noun] 1 (of a bmk, 
e k )  havrng pictures that stand up when you 
open the pages: a popup bwk 2 (wmputang) a 
popup  function is one that appears qu~ckly on 
the screen when you choose it while you are 
working on another document: a popup 
menulwiradow 

'pore wer sth to study sth by looking at it or 
thinking about it very carefully: She ~ w s  poring 
overan oldmap. + v+ prep 

,mat sth 'OH (to sb) ( B r a  to send sth to sb by 
posttrnail: Iposteda letter off toyou this mwniw. 

letter, parcel mall ath off: send sth 
off (to sb) 
Em3 You can also use pmt a letter, etc., but this 
often refers to the action of  putting the letter in 
the mailkax: Did you remernkr to posl my letter 
when you m t  o u t  
Qv+nlpmn+adv r v+a&+n 

,post sth 'up to gut a notice, etc up on a wall so 
that people can see it: The exam mul t s  wzll k 
pnsted up in the hall. 
&v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

potter(~re) r p a t a ( r ~ : ~ m ' p a ~ - !  M ( A ~ E  
putter) 

,potter a'boutra'raund: ,potter a'boul 
s'round sth to an th~ngs or move without 
burning, especially when you are doing sth that 
you enJoy and that is not important: They spent 
#he day mitering n h u t  by the r i m  o She luas 
happy just pottering around the house. 
FEJ the hwse. the garden 
+v+adv  v*prep 

pounce /pams/ 
'pounee on sbtsth (also 'pwnce upon 

moreformal) to quickly notice sth that sb has 
said or done. and criticlze it or use it for your 
own advantage: As soon as I o p e d  my mouih, 
the heher munced on me. o He sold somethrng 
srllyond theother hyspouncedoniEotonce. 
,svml adze on sth (more formnl) 

Founoe on/upon sWsth can be used in the 
passive: His mislake was pounced on by t h e p m .  
O v + p w  

rn on sth ( a h  'muncm upon sth rn 
to aoeept an opportunity, etc wkh enthu- 

ulssrn: She p o u d  on the opqwrtuni@ io work 1 uvllh them. 
selm rth (momforma0 

I + Y + P ~ ~ P  
Round Ipamdl 
pound sth 'out to play a tune on a musical I' instrument vem loudly: O0U u o r ~ u n d i g  out* 

tune on the piano. o @gumtive) She pounded out 
h e r p m s  on an old fypewriler 
+v+adv+n + v+pmn+& * v+n+adv(less 

m u e n t ~  

pour sth akrey to get nd of a liquid by empty- 
'' ing it out of its mntain; H t p u r e d  the 

numy o m  hefinished washing thecar: 
+v+n!pmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

b u r  down to rain heavily: It's pouring down. 0 
T l w m m ~ r e d d o w n a l l  mkend.  
m p1t down 

Pour is alao used with this meaning, but 
only with the subject it: It'spouring (with mink 
Qv+adv 
b 'downpour a a heavy shower of rain 

pour 'forth: ,pour 'forth s t h o t o a p p e a r  
or to psduce 8th fmm somewhere in large num- 
bersoramounts: Thedoors opmedandomwdof 
pwplepoumd forth. o Heportredforth astream of 
biiteraccwtmns. 
$ vtactu + v+adv+n 

pour  'In; ,pwr 'Into eWktaarrivesomewhere In 
large numbers or amounts: Compkzinrs pour& 
in Mer lest nfght's programme. o Sllnlight 
mured in  through the windows. o Fans were still 
pouring hlo thestndiwn. 
EEl fl- In,flmd into nth 
@v+adv+v+pr%p 

sth 'into sth to provide a large amount of 
money for sth: The council has been pouring 
m o m t  inlo the a m .  
Q v + nlprnn + prep 

pour sth 'off to remove wmeof the liquid h m a  ' rontainer.mkingpot, etc. by pouring: When the 
fish rscooted, popourm the wler 
e v + a d v + n  c v+nlpmn+adv 

ur 'ovt, ,pour sth 'out 1 ( a h  , m r  'out of 

duce sth from somewhere in large amounts or 
numbers: Black s m o k e p o d  out ~ theargiw. 
0 Peopfepoumd out through Ihegalae, 0 F M O I Y  
chimneys pourad out smoke. 2 when feelings or 
words pow out, or sb prmm them oat, they are 
rxpressed, usually after they have been kept hld- 
rlen for some time: Ail herfeelings of mntment 

Jarsl cam m n g  out. o The whole stow then 
p o d  out. o H e p o d  WL his Iroubles lo me. 
&v+adv v+adv+n r v+pmn+adu + v+o*a& 

( k f r n f )  
1 aka v +adv + p p  + v +nlpmn+adv + prep 

r 'wtpwrlng n 1 (usudly pl.1 a strong and sud- 
den expmsion of ofding: She haled hnving to 
Iuten to his pnssurnale outpowlngs. 2 a large 
amount of sth prduced In a short time: a 
remr lmbl~outpo t l r i~o f  scholarship 

,pwmw 'up; ,power ath 'up ff a machine 
p w e r s  up, or sWsth powera it up, it is swltchd 
on and becomes ready to use: Swiich on the cum- 
puter then moitfor i f  ta p o w  up o This switch 
willpolwr up themonitor 
e v + a d v  v+adv+n + v+rdpmrh+& 

precede tplrstal 
'precede ath wfth dh  to do or sap sth 

before the main thing that you wantto do or W :  
Tfwy often p d e  their m o r n m u m  with a 
short laikor dtsplay. 
& v + nlpmn + prep 

predispose I ~ r l r ~ A r r P E - ' s p o u e I  

predl'spase sb to sth (W pmdl'swae sb 
towards sth less fmquen0 (formno to make sb 
more likely to do something or to suffer from a 
part~cular illness: CigamfTe Mtverfising p d b  
poses ch~fdren lo smoking. oHis 2ifesQ.k p&h 
pmd hrm Lo high blood pres~ure. o &Inin 
people m y  beprpdwposed lo menial illness. 

Psedisgose sb toltowardr sth Is often 
uscd m the passtve: He Wievps that s o m m p l e  
a r p p r e d k d  tow~miml  bhnutour 
& v + nlpmn + prep 

'preface sth byMltth dh; 'pd-  sth 
doing 8th UormaO to say sth before you s M  
makinga speech, a m r i n g a  question, etc: It i s  
helpf111 if an infemiewer pdua?S each group 4f 
questions with a brief exp*planntion. + v + nlpmn + prep 

prefix ~pr*/ 

'prdx A to B: 'prefix A wHh B to add letters, 
numbers or words to the hglnning of a number 
or word:~021rhthenramberyouwcmtDwSL 
o PI+ tfte numberyou rwnz tom12 with 0.70. 

v + nlpron + WP 

preside Ipnadl  

pre'slde over sth (TwmaD to lead or be In 
charge of a rneetm& ceremony, etc: S h e p m W  
ouerthe&ing.o 7'hewurlispm3&douer&a 
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,pull sth Yo if youpdl a dooror awindowto, you t 'pull-up n a n  exercise in which you hold onto a 
close it or  almost clwe it by pulling it towards high bar above your head and pull yourself up 
you: Pullthe door toon your way out. towards it: She datrs 5Oaull-urn and 1W sit-uas 
EQi only door, wlndw 

shut sth )gpp) push sth to 
@ v + nlpm +ad" 

,pull t o ' g e t h e r  if a group of people pull 
together, they act or  work together in order to 
achieve sth: B we allpull logetM rw'2lfinish by 
Friday. 
@ v + &  

,pull a t h  to'gdher 1 to make dl the dWetent 
parts of an organization, an act ivie  etc. work 
together in  a successful way: His mpired h&r- 
shtppulkdthemrty top:ether2 toorganizeavar- 
iety of ~deas, etc. in a logical and &ul way: 
This Iecturepulb iopther sevmlrecent theories. 
Qv+n/pmn+adu * v+adv+n 

,pull yoursa f f  t onge the r toga in  mntrol of  your 
feelings and start to act in a calm and sensible 
way. She m d e  a great &%I? lo PUN herself 
together o Stop crying and pull yourseEf 
together! 
+v+pmn+edv 

,pull s b t s t h  ' u n d e r  to make sbtsth become com- 
pletely cove& m water He felt the wauesprrIling 
h ~ m  uluiet 
Q v + ntpron + adv 

,pull "up (of a vehicle, or i ts driver) to stop, espe 
cially for a short tlme: HepulM up alongside me 
a t  the tr&?c Iighis. o A taxipuI1Bd 1.p outside. 
EE) draw up 
+v+adv 

,pull sb ' u p  1 (Brm{onlfor sth) (infwmaDtocriti- 
clze or correct sb  for sth they have done badly or 
wrong Shepulled him up on hisuntidy handwrit- 
ing. o I~uaspulled upfir notusingtkcorrectpra 
cedure. 2 tomakesbstopdoingorsayingsthvery 
suddenly: The shock of his words palled me up 
short. o The esrpuwion of Musfly ws pulled 
up sharply by an mnorniccrisrs. draw sb 
UP 
3 S = U ~  DRAW YOURSELF UP 
Qv+dpmn+adv + v+actv+n 

,pull s t h  'up 1 to move sth from a lower to a 
hlgher position: ShepuILcdhershorts up ondput 
a T-shirt on. 2 to remove sth from the ground 
with force: Kids hadpulled all thma shrubs u p  3 
(to sth) to bring sth such as a chair closer to 
sblsth: Pull up a chair and sit down. draw 

UP 
Qv+rdpmn+adu * v+adv+n 

pull your 'mks up (ErEj to try to develop a 
more serious, responsible attitude to  your work: 
to Improve your behav~our  He'll haus topull his 
socks up if he suonls 6oposstht  exam. 

. . 
every morning. 

,pull y o U W l f  'up 1 to move your body into an 
upright position, m i a l l y  by holding sth 
firmly and using force: Julia pull& herser up 
from the sofa, o Ipulled myseFf up to my f i l l  
heightcuuiglaredangrilyal Dan. 2 to stop doing 
or saying sth very suddenly I sfurted to ask 
about herfamilx but puZIed myself up sharply 
when Isatoshe wasgetting u r n .  
EE) draw ywmelf up 
-tseeaLwPc~~ ss UP 
@ v+pmn+adu 
IEl pull yourself up by your (-1 'bobtram 
(informn to improve your situation yoursel' 
without help from other people 

pump /PAWI 

, p u m p  sth 'In; , p u m p  8 t h  'Into ?Ah to give 
lace amountsof money or  resouroes to sth: Mil- 
lions have been pumped into rhh indwt~ 
EE monq )81H) Inject sth (~nto sth) 
@ v + nlpron + adv 4 v + adv + n + v* nlpmn + prep 

, p u m p  b u t ;  ,pump 'out of sth; ,pump sth 
'out. ,pump s t h  "ut of s t h  1 (of a liquid) to 
come out of somewhere or to be pruduwd from 
somewhere wlth force and in large amounts: 
Blood was pumping out@ the wound. o Cars are 
pumping out tom of mllutants every y@ur 2 ~f 
music, sound, etch pumps out or  sb pumps it 
out, it is produced h m  somewhere very loudly 
and for a long time: Heavy mehl  was pumping 
out of hwespmkers. 
Qv+adv r + a d v + m  r v+sdv+n + 

v+nlpmn+adv 4 v+nlpmn+adv+m 
, p u m p  8 t h  ' ou t ;  , p u m p  sth ' o u t  of sth to 

remove a gas, liquid, etc. from inside sth with a 
pump: Thefire briga&pumpedout the basement. 
o Thefire brigade p u m H  the tvoler out of the 
basement. 
Qv+n/pmn+adv r v+edu+n + 

Y nlpmn + adv + prep 
,pump sb 'up: , p u m p  yourself  'up (mrnmal ,  

especiulb A m  to make sb feel more excited or  
determined about sth: Izuas reallypum@ unfor 
t h e m .  
W Pump ~b up is often used In the passive. 
6 u+adv+n 4 v+dpmn+adv 

,pump 8th 'up 1 to 6U a tyre, etc. with air uslnga 
pump: Pump your tym UP befom you set on: 2 
(iqformai, espw&lIy BrEj to hcmase the 
amount, value or volume of 5th: They alwuys 
pump f h e f r p r m  up Wore Chrismas. 

v+nlpmn+adv * v+adw+n 
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p u n c h  'inhut; , p u n c h  sb 'Intout YlrnE) to 
rccord the time that you arrive at or  leave work, 
by puttinga card lndo a machine; to do this for sb 
rlse: He punched in ten minute3 late. o I was in 
such a hurry to h u e  thnt Ifirgot topunch out. o 
Wouldyoupu~ch me in?K'm gorng lo be late. 
IEfC clock inlon, clock sb Inlon (Brm, clock 
olflaut (BrE) 
Qv+achr + v+nlpmn+adv 
u n c h  sW 'In; , p u n c h  sth 'Into sth to put 

Pinh-matlon into a computer, etc by w i n g  
keys: She pun&& in the securiy code and the 
door o p e d  
@v+adv+n * v+nlpmn+sdv 4 v+nlpmn+prep 
u n c h  'out; , p u n c h  sb 'out (ArnE) = PUNCH 
IN~UUT,  PUNCH 3R ~N/OUT 

sb 'out (AmE, informdl to hit sb  r ep i -  
edly: much my m r a n d  IZIpunchyoll Out. 
lE9 beatahup 
4 S@@ ah0  PUNCH INlOWT, PUNCH SB INhUT 
Q v + nlpmn + adv 

P u n c h  sth 'am 1 to press a combination of but- 
tons or  keys on a mmputer, telephone, etc: He 
picked up the p h n e  and punched ouF Donna's 
numb 2 to hit sthvery hard and make ahole in 
It or  make sth fall out: The burglar hdpunched 
outapaneof glass .mopen the window, 
@ v +edv + n v + nlpron +adv 

I , p u s h  sb a'boul (mm3ally BrE) = PUSH se 
Al<OUhlD 

, p u s h  a 'headl ' forwardPon (with sth) to con- 
linue with a plan in a determined way: TW 
pushed ahead with the modernization pra 
xmmme. 
4 Lwaiso PUSH ON 

6%+2 a n r o u n d  ( n h  ,push sb i- up 
( mily BrE) (informal) to ordersb to do things in a 
t h ~ a t e n i n g  or  unpleasant way: Don't kt him 
prrsh you around. 
Q v + nlpron+ adv 

m u s h  sb&th a ' s l d e  t to move sbkth to a pos- 
I I !on where they do not prevent you from going 
stjmewhereor doing sth: Hepushed herastdeand 
rrwnt into theroom o I p u s M t h e c u m i n  asidelo 

get a better uiera 2 to treat sblsth as if theylit are 
not important: to avoid thinking about sbisth: 
When hts sisfer brought home a scAooIfrknd, he 
~2ltpushed L L S ~  and ahndoned. o Emma z m m  
dmfelypushd the unpleasant thoughd aside. 
@v+rdpmn+a& r v*adv+n 

, p u s h  sblsth a'way to remove sblsth h r n  in  
front of you with your hands or  arms, to show 
that you do not want themlit: He Mered to hip, 
bu F she pushed him caw. o She pushed her plate 
away. 'Ih not hangry.'~ (figumfrw) Had he lied 
lo me?Ipushed the thong& away. 
ev+ntprcn+adv v+adv+n 

, p u s h  sb 'back 1 to use form to make sb move 
backwards, especially by using your hands or  
arms: Themlrce pushed theproteslers bock. 2 if 
sb pushes soldiers, an army etc, back, they 
force them to move away from a place: 1Wamrss's 
army wasgmduallypushed k R  into ca defensive 
circle, 
Qv+nlpmn+a& hr. v+&+n 

, p u s h  s t h  'back 1 to make sth move backwards 
by using your hands, arm, legs, etc: Hepushed 
hischirbocknndstdup. 2tomakethetlmeor 
date of a meeting, etc. later than origindy 
planned: The r e h o f  their new album has been 
pushed imck until early nerlyeul: 
Qv+dpmn+adv v+adu+n 

, p u s h  'byl'pask ,push 'byl 'past sb touse f o m  
to go past other people, rudely making them 
mow to one side: Shepushad by without sayinga 
word. o H e ~ o l l o d  me to the door and p w h d  
past me into the house. 
@v+adv+v+prep 

'push for s t h ;  ' p u s h  sb for sth to keep asking 
for sth, or asklngsb todo sth, because you think 
~t is very important: We are pwhzng hnrd for 
electom1 mform. o They 'repushing mefora deci- 
sion on thematter 
BE) press for~h ,prs~sbkr8 th  
6 v+ prep + v + nlpron * prep 

, p u s h  'fornard 4 to move forwanl through a 
group of p e ~ p l e  until you are near the front: She 
pushtd forward through the crowd. 2 = PUSH 
A ~ ~ E A ~ ~ ~ ~ R W A R D ~ O N  3 if soldiers, a n  armx etc, 
push forward, they move forward against the 
enemy, especially with some dimculty 
+v+adv 

,push sb/yournelf 'forward to  try to make sb 
notice sbpmurself, especially in order to obtain 
sth such as a job or  a move to a more important 
job: He'snot thesortof pemn whopush h i m e l  
forward. 
Q v+ nlprun + adv 

, p u s h  'In (BrE, in$mnuOtornwe in i h n t  of other 
people who are waiting in a line: They thought f 
was trying t a p u ~ h  in at the hed  c!f the queue. 
F50 cut In (Am@ 
+v+adv 
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,pwsh 'off 1 (inj%rml, cspciully BrEE used lo tell 
sb rudely to go away: Push of f  nnd b v e  m in 
pwce! 2 to leave sWa place, especially in order to 
gohme: It's t imlpushedoff  ~nddidsomework. 
3 (from 6th) to move away from the shore in a 
boat, or from the s~de of a swimming ~ 1 :  He 
pushedoff from the bankand rowwldownstreuna. 
.@v+adv 

,push 'On 1 (to...) to mntinue l rmll ing some 
where: We decided to push on to Kobe. 2 = PUSH 
AHRADIPORWARDIONI 
+v+adv 

'push sth onlonto sb toby  tomakesbacmptor 
buy 5th they do notreallywant: He keepsprrshing 
h*i e tfmtionson her 
@ v+ nlpmn + prep 

,push ~b 'Out: ,push sb 'Out d 8th tomakesb 
leave a place or an organization: He m f u d  lo 
sesiRn, so his mlleQgues pushed him out. o 
Pntrents are being pushed out of hmpitnl b@re 
they are really &p 
~v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n o 

v+dpmn+adv+pw 

,push sblsth 'out to make sWsth less important 
than before; to replaw sblsth with sblsthelse: My 
pamnts didn't want me to feel pushed out by my 
younger brother o 'Harry Wfier' is pushing out 
more IraditwnalcRildren'sstorres. 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,push sblsth 'over to make sWsth fall to the 
ground, to make sth fall onto its side or turn 
over: I was pushed over In thephygmund. 
Qv+ntpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
b 'pushover n (qforma0 1 a task that is easy to 
do: a contest that you win easily: The gum 
a g n i m  S m l d  will k a pushover: 2 a person 
who is fssy to influence or persuade 

,push 'past ,push 'past sb = PUSH RYkAST, 
PUSH BYIPAST SR 

,push 'through; ,push through sth to use 
force to cross a barrier, especially one formed by 
a crowd of people: Hepushed his way I h u g h  
to the front of t h e m u d .  
&v+adv + v+prep 

,push sth 'through; ,push dh  'through sth 
to get a new law, plan or proposal officially 
accepted: We're trying to ptrsh through th@ 
rgforms as quickly RS possible. o The Prrrne Min- 
kter promised lo push the bill through PQrIia- 
mentquickly. 

blll, relorms, leglslatlon 
Q v*nlpmn+edv r v+adu+n * v+nlprm+prep 

,push 8th 'to if you pusha door or a window to, 
you close it or almost close it by moving it away 
from you: I p w h e d t k  door b 
EZ3 onlydow, wlndow E?W ahut ath 
P3 pull sth to 
@ v+ nlpmn + adv 

,push to'rmrds sth to make progress towards 
achiwlng an aim: We am pushing somrds full 
m o n e t w  union rn Europe. 
4 V + P ~ ~ P  

,push sb towards sth: ,push sb to'wards 
dolng Mh to make sb try to do or achieve 5th. 
TFaa need for ad fiwIIy pushed l k m  towards 
coopmilon with the USA. 
@ v +  nlpron * prep 

,push sth 'up to make sth rise or increase: A 
s11artageoJ h n d p u s h d p r o p e r t y p ~  u p  
EEi prices, raten, costs 
@v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

put I ~ u t l  IPU~+IW, put, put) 

- abcut - in for - abwe 223 -into - a m s  -off 
221 -aside 224 -on 

-at -onto - e w  -out 
-back 225 -over 
-before - over on - behiM -Past 
-bv -through 
-down 226 -to 

222 -dormas - t m e r  
-down for -towards - down to -under 
-forth *UP - fornard 227 -up to - In -upwith - rnlinto - u p  

,put a ' h t  (WhnimO if a ship puts abont, i t  
cham- diretion: The ship put about and 
kuded k k  to port. 
Qv+adv 

,put sth a'bout (fnformnr, espaciolly B ~ E )  to 
spread information, stones etc. among a gmup 
of people: Someone has been putting if a h a t  
flrnlyou're Zmuing. o Thh was on &putabut  
by the government. o Rumours were put about 
that theshop luas thing. 
EEl rumour, Idea, It 
lEj@R Put sth  about is often used in the passive. 
6 v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

'put sb/sth above sblsth =PUT SBlSTH BEFORE 
S I ~ ~ T H  

,put sth a'eross ( a h  ,put rth 'over) (to ub) to 
comrnuntcate your ideas, feehgs, etc. to sb 
clearly and suocessfwlly: The mrnwigm JaiW to 
put the message m s s .  o She's very gad atpun- 
ing across her ideas. 

mesaage, Id-, mint EBE) gel ath acmm 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

put one a'cmsl sb (fnfirmal) to deceive or 
trick sb 

a2 
PC ............................ 1_ ...... .. . ......................... . .... .... ..... .. 
m r s s l f  a'oross ( a h  ,put youmeff 'over) 

(to ab) ( B E )  to make sb understand your ideas, 
ynur personality, etc: Sheputs hmlfnross we![ 
or In!erviews. 
+v+pmn+adu 

P ut sth a'slde 1 to place 8th to one side: She put 
the newspuwr aslife and slood up. lw SWI 
aside 2 to keep an item for a customer to collect 
lntcr: Imked them ioput the dress as& for me. 3 
(~1.w ,put sth 'by mmially BrE, ,prrt sth a'way) 
to save some money to use later. He hrad been 
ptirting some money mrde ewv month. ESi 
money 4 to decide to keep a p e r i d  of time for a 
particular task or activity: We md to put mule 
some lime to deal with thrs. EGi tlme 5 to ignore 

nr forget sth: Doctors have toput their personal 
J w l i n ~ s  as& o They decrded to put as& their 
diflerences. IEE) ael 8th aside; disregard stk 
(moreforma D 
@v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

put sthEsb al sth to calculateorestLmatesome ' thing t o h a  pwtiedarrize amount, etc: m p u t  
hisageaiabouts&y o I'dgut hirnufaboulsixtjr 
o The cost of the pmj& k put 111 #M million 
pounds. 
m figure, coat 

rp@ v+ dpmn + PW + n 
ut sb a'way(irbformaD1 tosendsbtoprison,to 
n hospital for people who are mentally ill, etc: He 
ruas put away for 15 ymrs. o If you're fouAd 
gullfy, t ~ " l p u t y o u  awayfor a Eong time. 
Put sb away is often used in the passive in thls 
meaning. 2 ( A m E ,  slang) to kill sb: He was 
ordered to put the h o s t a g e a ~ .  
~v+n lpmn+abu + v+adv+n 

rp:put ath a'way 1 to put sth fn abox, drawer, etc. 
because you have finlshed using it: He m h e d  
the dishes andpui ihem a u w  o I'm just going to 
put the car away (= in the garage). o Kids - will 
YOU PUt UUlttyYOUr ?10U172 .PUT STA ASIDE 3 
Sha'sputting some m o w  away for college, o I 'm 
putiinE something awayfor a rainy day (= for 
d~fficult times). 3 ( inJ i~mOtoea t  or drlnklarge 
quantities of sth: Thgr put a w y f i w  bottles of 
wine hemem themlo I don't know how he man- 
a R e S t 0 p l l Z i ~ ~ l ! a ~ a y ! 4 ( ~ m E )  =PUT STH DOWN 4 + I,Zv+ntprm*adv + v+adv+n 

3 v t a d v t n  + v+pmn+& + v + n + a d v ( h  
Irepwnt) 

but sth 'back 1 to return sth to its usual place; 
to return sth to the place i t  was before: He uses 
my IhrngS and never puts them b k .  o Put the 
h k  back on the shelf wrJl you?o She mrefully 
pr~t !he Ieiters back where she'dfound them. EZEl 
replace sth (moreforma0 2 (to ... ) (aka .put sth 
'back ...) to move 8th to a later time or date: The 
nrwtwllng has been put bQck to next m k .  o The 
gamehasbeenputhck24hou~ EB) postwne 
sth (more forman )gpp) brlng sth toward 3 to 
cause sth to be delayed: The Wrke h m  haspul back 

our deliveries $y wsr o month. BE) PBt sth 
back 4 to move the hands of a clock back to give 
the correct earlier time, especially at the end of 
summer We forgot to put the clocks buck Eclst 
night. E l l  the cloeks, your watch E B  put 8th 
torward 5 (uformal) to drink a large quantlty of 
alcohol. I had just put k k  my sixth beer 4 f  the 
ewening. knock 5th back 6 (Into stb) to give 
sth to ordo sthfor an organuatlon, asoclety,etc. 
that has glven you sth: The schwl has been so 
gwd to me. I really m i  lo put something t m k  
into it. E E  wmthing E i O  glve ath back 7 to 
spend more money on sth in order to make ~t bet- 
ter or more successful: The government isn't 
putting enough money back into the economy. EEd 
money 
Q 1,2,4v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

3,5v+adv+n + v+dpmn+adv 
put the 'clock twck to return to a situation 

that existed in the past: I wish I muSd put the 
clock buck adgiveour mrriageanother chance. 

'put s b ~ s t h  before sbMh ( a h  "put sblsth 
ahme sblsth) to glve s b t h  more importance 
than sbtsth else: Heputs his chi [dm Befortaw 
one else. o They have always put business before 
pleasure. o Some young men put their own career 
above thefrparmer 3. 
Q v + nlpmn + prep 

,put sth be'fore s M h  topresent sth to sbisth: 
She wrli be able lo put her arguments W m  the 
mrnrnzttee. o The new evidence wmput Wore the 
court. 
EE pmpesal, mvldenee, plan 
6 v + n l m + p r e p  

,put t h  be'hind yau to try to forget about sth 
unpleasant that has happenedand not allow it to 
affect your future: She tunW lo gut the pasf 
&hind her 
€?El y w r m  past, your pmblemm 
6 v + rdpmn + prep + pron 

,put s h  'by (r?.YpecklllymE) =PUT STH ASIDE 3 He 
puha fewpounds by every week. o W s g o t m m  
moneyput bjr 

,put 'down (especially ErEj if an aeroplane or its 
pilot puts down, the plane mmes down to the 
ground T'?u pIane put down at Munchester air- 
port o He had lopul down rnafield. 
lE9 se4 down, sst sth d m :  lend, land sth 
+v+adv 

,put sb 'down 4 ( a h  ,put youmlf ' d m )  to 
critic~ze sb and make them feel stupid, espe- 
clally in front of other people: to say something 
that suggests that you have a low opinion of 
yourself: She's always putting pwple down. o 
Don't put ~1ourse2J down! dm sb down, do 
youlaalf down (BrE, inform00 2 {Brm (of a bus, 
etc.) to aUow sb to get OW The bus stopped toput 
down some pmengem. o Ask the driuer to pill 
you down outside the Ciiy Hall EZ wswngen 
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IEE) 4 ab dDwn (espmhlfy Bh') plek sb no. puf your 'heed down to go to sleep: Why don't 
up 3 t o w t  a baby to bed: She'sjlrstpui thebaby youputyourheaddawn fora while? 
dotun, E~EI baby , p d  sb 'down as sth to think that sb is a par- 
Q 1,3v+nlprnn+adv * v + a d v + n ( m j  titular type of person, especially when you do 

Xv+dpmn+adv +v+adv+n not know them very wek Iput the h y  down es a 
'putdwwn n (inlorma0 a m a r k  or an action tmubkmker  as mm as I saw h i m  o I w o u ~  

that is intended ta make sb look stupid: Sheprp ww,h,prrlywdown an offszefe! 
dracess~m ~ ~ n d e ~ u l p u t d o w m .  4 v+n/ornn+adv+~mn+n 

7 7 7 -r 
,Put ~oum*lf 'down 9 =PUT $8 DoWM 12 =PUT ,put sb 'down for sth to write down that sb is 

SR~STH DOWN,PUT YOURSELF DOWN walling or wishes to buy sth, give an amount of 
,put sbmth 'down to place sbtsth that you are money, etc: Put me down for three ticketsfor the 

hold~ng onto the floor or another surface: 5he Seturdav s?ta.?u. 
put her bag down by the dwx o h t  me down!o @ v+nlprm+adu+prep 
w~urat iue> It's Q grmt book. I couldn't put it 'put ath d m n  to sth to mnsider that sth 
down!(= stop reading it) caused by sth: Shetends toputeverythingdown to EE9 plck sWsth up fate. 
Q v+nlpmn+adu * v+adv+n atMbuta rth to sth(f3tma0, chalk ath up 

,put sb/sth 'down: ,put yourself 'dawn 1 to sth(informaf) 
(borlas sth) Ito do slh) to add your name or some- Q v * Womn + edv+ nrnn 
one else's to a list, etc. in order to arrange for 
youfthern to do slh: Shegut herself downfor an 
oerohics c k .  Q I '  put Jack's mrne down fur 
the local s c h l .  o We" h e n  put down togo to a 
class at 4 pm. 2 (as 8th) to write sth down; to 
make a note or 8th: I'llput the mmng down in 
my diaryiary o He put himser down on theform as 
'u@i ir: o I'ue put some idem down on p ~ p e ) :  o 
Cerrld you put down in ruriring what youfwl?o 
I've put you (= your name) down where if says 
hartof kin'(= on a form). 
Qv+ntprwr+adv + v+adv+n 

,put sth ' d m  1 toreplacethereceiverof a tele- 
phone and end your conversation: (BrEj She put 
the phone down on me! EXi only the phone, the 
mcoiver 2 to pay p a r t  o f  the costof sth: 1"uaput 
down a deposit on w r  t r i p . m  deposit 5 to 
move sth from a higher to a lower pnqition: The 
sun"sinmyeye-con Ipulthehlinddown?~ Put 
yourfwt down, p h !  (= off the tabletchair) 0 

Themin stopped soshe put her umbrella dorun. 4 
(AmE also ,put sth akayj to kill an animal 
because it is old or sick: The horse wrs hjured 
and had to beput down, o We hud to have our cat 
put down. Put sth down is often used in 
the passive in this meaning. 5 to stop sth by 
force: Tnemll luasswfl Iy~,ut&wn EQi rebel- 
Ilon, upflsfng, rewon EZ) supprens 8th; crush 
sth 6tospreadsthan the floor orground: Wedec- 
orated the room andputa new mrpel down, o I'm 
gozng to put someporson downfor the mu. 7 {in a 
game of cards) to play a card: She put down the 
ace of o Each p b e r  puts down a mrd in 
turn. cad,  ace, etc. 8 to present sth form- 
ally for discussion bv a mrlzament or a commit- 

- - -  r -r 

,put ~ t h  'forth & r m l  or litemry) 1 = PUT STH 
OUT 9 The plantputforth mew leaves. 2 (apeciulb 
A@ = PUT STH FORWARD 3 3 (A@ to make a 
smngphysimcalor mentalaort todosth: Hekn't 
putting forth t h e m s o t y  e m .  effort 
&v+adv+n v+n/pmn+actv(mre) 

,put s b t h  'forward; ,put yourself Torward 
Iforlas sth) to suggest somebody or yourself as a 
candidate Tor ajob, aposrtion, etc: CmIputyour 
nameforwrdfor the job7 o Only one womQn has 
put hersev forward as a candtdnle. o We u.ould 
lrke to put you forward as kmd of department. o 
My name was pu t f i rm&for  the schohrship by 
iheprinciwl. 
E S l  name 
@v+nlprcm+adv + v+adv+n 

,put sth 'fornerd 1 to move sth to an earlier 
time or date: We've put the m t i n g f o r m r d  a 
mu& of @VS. EEB brlng 8th forward 2 to 
move the hands of a clock forward to give the 
correct time, especialIy at the beginning of sum- 
mer: Weforgot toput theclocksforward Icsstndght, 
o Fmnw Is an b u r  ahead, so you'll hnw to put 
your watchfornard when you get there. ths 
clocks, your watch FIE3 put sth back 3 (also 
,put sth 'forlhforma1,especmIlyA~ tosuggest 
an idea or a plan so that it can be discussed: She 
put forward several idmsfornetupi-ojwts. o Thas 
theory was origtnarlly put forwaH by Darwin, 
EZ3 argument, proposal, Idea lB9 brlng sth 
forward 
e l  u+nlpron+adu v+adv+n 

Pv+ntprm+adv + v + a d v + n ( m )  
~ v + e d v + n  * v+nlpron+adv 

tee: lo put down a ki ion!an amend-t ,put 'In {at ... ), ,put 'into ... (BrQ (of a ship or its 
table sth firma0 sailors) to stop in pan for a short time: Tha ship 

v + nlpmn + adv • v* sdv+ n put in at Llsbn, o The mptain rws fmmcted to 
put your 'foot darn 1 to drive faster; put in@ Gabisfir -win. 

to drive very fast 2 to be wry firm in opposing putout (t-m...) 
sth: You'Iljt*nhawtopulyourfootdownanrl~y v+PreP 

F. 

,put 'In; ,put 'In 8th to intempt another speaker 
In order to say sth: 'But what a h &  us?"nPput in 
~ r ~ r r k l y  o OouldIplrfina wrd7 

lnbrject sth (mreforml) 
+v+adv+speech + v+artv+n v+nJpmn+adv 

,put sb 'in (especiully BrE) to elect a political 
pnrty as  the government; to choose sb officially 
In do a particular job: The uoiersput the Comr-  

I tmrives in with a .kr,q.ern'ority. + v+nlpmn+adv + v+abu+n 
,put sb 'inrlnto sth 1 tornakesbgo toapartlcu- 

-- Inr Institution, suchasa school, hospital, etc: He 
smsput in prison forfwyears. o An mident put 
him in hospiial for three weeks. o We had lo put 
granny inlinro a nursing home. W When th ls  
meaning of the phrasal verb is used with hos- 
pltsl and prison, in is usually used rather than 
Into. 2 togivesbaparticularjob todo: Weput her 
b~ltntosalesandshedid reaIly wlelS. + v + nlpmn + prep 

pul sb In thtl 'picture (fnfornaa0 to give sb 
llic information they need in order to under- 
~tnnd a situation: You shouldput Mi& irl l h c p b  

The sehao1 hasput a Zot of m o w  Into (bw-) 
new equipment. money, resaumm 
Inrsst sth 
gv+nlpmn+adv v + a b + n  4 v+r~lpnm+preP 
b 'Input n [C] IU] time, knowledge, ideas or  work 
that you put intoapmj~t,&c.inotdertom~it  
succeed: Nurses should haw more input Into the 
way patients are treated. o Thank yau for your 
input lo the dIscmfon. 

There is also a verb Input sth m e a n b  to 
put information into a m p u h r  and a related 
noun input. 

,put 'In Tor sth (a-tfy BrE) to apply formfly 
for sth. Are you going lo put in for !Rat job?o 
She'sgoing topul in fur a irans* 

transfer+W 
@ v + adv + prep 

,put shMhryoumelf 'In Or sth to enter 
sthlyourself for a competition: She 3 put k&f 
rn for Ehe IW mm. o YousRouldput thatphoio 
infot thecompetition. + v+ nlpron + adv+ prep 

,put 'Into ... ( B r a  = PUT IN (AT ... ), PUT INTO... 

tilre as soon m l b l e .  put sb *err 'Woe to ,put sb sth =PUT sB IN,INTO STH 
make sb feel stupid or embarrassed when they 
hnve shown too much confidence put yourself in ,put sth 'id0 sth 'I toadd a qualitytosth: D P ~ U  

sb's ah- to imagine that you are m another ~ ~ ~ u t s o m e e x ~ i ~ t  mtoyour l*?2 =PUT 

prson's s~tuation, especially when it 1s an STH 1N.PUT STA I N ~ N T O  STH 

unpleasant or dU3cult one: Don? k angry wish V+n/FfMt Prep 

.w~itr brother Try mputyoumIf in hisshoes. put sth into doinn sth = PUT STH IN, PUT STH 

C ut sth 'in 1 to fit a piece of equipment, Wni- 
lure, etc. into a p a r t i d a x  place: Steve put the 
shower in & himselJ o They had mtral heating 
gut m w h  they m o d  into thepat. I % 9  install 
ath (moreformal) 2 to officially make a clalm, a 
wquest, etc: I'ueput In a reguest for some m t m  
ft~rrding, o They 'veput in an offer on the h o w  (= 
t hry've said they would pay a particular amount 
I l ~ r  it).EE offer, clalrn 3 to give sth, such as 
t Ime or monea morder to helpsblsth: We ellput 
Injiuepounds forLucy'spreseni. 4 t o  plant sth in 
thc ground. Have you pul any bulbs in this 
nrilumn? Ell bulk,  seeds 
+v+rdpmn+adu 4 v+a&+n 

put In an ap'peamnca to go somewhere for a 
rhnrt time: Imn ' t  sit& long at t h e m  h t  I'd 

I Iwtterpuf inanappearance. 
,put sth 'In; ,put sth 'intlnto sth 1 toinclude 

~t h in a stom a letter, etc: Hedidn'lput mything 
En his Eetter a h u :  mming to stay o you 
id~rlte the report, make sure yuu put in the hiest 
ji~ures. 2 to pay money lnto a bank awunt:  He 
prfl EXh7 inlo his account. money EEl pay 
mth m, pay sth into sth; depwlt sth SIaIso put 
mth lnta dolng 8th) to give a lot of tlIne or effort 
III ath ortodoingsth: She'sputa lotof f lort  into 
lrnproving her French. o Thank youf ir  ail the 
Itord work you've put in IETI effort 4 ( a h  put 
0th lnto doCng sth) to provide money for sth: 

lN/lNTO STA 3,4 

,put 'off doing 3th =PUT STH OFF 1 
,put sb 'off 1 to cancel a meeting or 8th you had 

arranged with sb: He was supposerd lo arm yes- 
temlny, but I pul him ofl o Teil her you writ to 
mlk lo her and don4 k put o f l 2  (BrE) (of a 
vehicle, a driver, a ship, etc.) to stop in order to 
allow sb to get off: Iasked thebus driwrtoputme 
o g  near tloe town centre* 
g v + n i ~ ~ m + a &  ~+zdv+n(kfrequenO 

,put sb 'off; ,put sb 'off sblsth; ,put sb 'off 
dofng s t h t o  make sbstopliking sblsth: to make 
sblose interest msblstb: Hkmanner tendstoput 
pmpIe o n  o Your stoly is putting me OR my fd! 
o The accident put her fl drzving for Eve. 0 The 
way he trecrled his wife really put m of him. o 
Don't beput fl by herappwranm - she's really 
w!y suwet. 
+v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n(mrp) 

v+r!lpron+prep 
b 'd-puttlw d j  ((fleforml, @ I @  BrE) 
unpleasant; rnak'mg sb dislike or not be Inter- 
ested in sthlsb: The mmputer made a (IbllzzinB 
noise that she foundon-putting. o If ind it wry off- 
putting lo hauesomwne walchingme all the time. 
o HLS mnnner is very ofiputting 

,put sb 'off,,put sb 'off sth todisturbsbwhois 
trying to give all their attention tosth: Don'tput 



mc# when I'm trying lo concenhnb?. 0 T h e s a  
dm noisepatheroff hrgome. 
EEE) dls'lractsb (fmm sth) 
@v+nlpron+adv r v*adv+n(mrv) + 

v+ Wpmn + prep 
,put Sth 'off 1 ( a h  ,put 'H dolng 8th) to change 

sth to a later date or time: We'll haw bpu t  the 
meetingoff untiInextuleek. o llekwpsputtingofl 
going to the dentisl. ,avH, delay stb 2 {espectnly 
BrE) toswitch sth o f f :  Cou[dyouput the IighLsoff 
h$omyou IwvevEEl Hghb, the televFslon, etc. 
rn rrwltch *off, turn 5th off 
4v+n/pron+adv * v+adv+nl alsov+adv+-lng 

,put sb 'On (Am& inlorma0 (usually rrsed in the 
progmsrve tenses) to laugh at sb, especially by 
pretending that sth ~s true thalt IS not: I thought 
you wrepufling meon f 

havesbon(&E) 
Put sb on is not used in the passive. 

v + nlpron + a h  
b 'put-on n tC, usually sing.] (Am, l q f o m l )  an 
act of laughing at sb b y  telling them that sth is 
true that is not; ajokeortrick: &n't lakeitmser- 
W I y  - it loes just aputdn. 
* ~ e e a h  PUT-ON at PUT STA ON 

, p d  sb Boa; ,put sb 'an 8th to glvesb thetele 
phone so that they can qwak to the person call- 
ing Sheput Timonthephone. o PutJmonfora 
minute, will you? 
Qv+n/pmn+adv + v*nlpron+prep 

,put sb 'on sth 1 tomakesuretRatsomeonegets 
on a plane, train, etc: Weput Ruth on the bus $0 
Curlisle. 2 to make sammne follow a particular 
diet, take a particular medicine, etc: The W r  
put him on antibiolrcs. o Tim's beenput on a Iorp 
far diet. 3 to decide that someone should do a par- 
ticular job: They 're going fo put someone else on 
that project. 
Q v +  rdpmn + prep 

,put sth 'on 1 to put an item of clothing, etc. on 
your b&:Am'tpugo~ngputyourcoadon?o 
Hang on, I& ioput my g h s  on. o IcanTfiIml 
anything cieura to put on! o Have you put your 
seal bell on (= in a car)?o Could youputhisshoes 
onfor h irn?m comt, shoes, glasm, etc. ED 
take sth off 2 to apply sth to your sk~n: She's 
putting her make-up on. oMake sure you put 
som sun c m m  on m r e  you go out. EEi Ilp 
stick, makeup, perfume app!y stb 
take 8th off 3 (@specrally BrE) to switch sth on: 
Shall I put t h  helight on - it seems very dark in 
herelo Let's put the katb  on and have rr cup of 
tea EEi the light. (he- tmaHng, the radlo, the 
kettle IEE) swltch sth on; turn Sth on E E 3  put 
ath off, gwltch sth off: turn sth off 4 to been to 
cook food I need lo get horn and put the dinner 
on. lsvHE get 9th on 5 to make a tape, a CD, etc. 
begin to p1ay:Doyou mindzf Iputulmemusicon? 
o Sheput on a Bob Ma* CD. IEF some music, 
CD, tape, vldeo % to operate the brakes on a 

vehicle (=a dwice for slowing or stopping the 
vehicle): h n ' t + ~ % w  to put the handbmke on, o 
She put on the brnkes s ~ l q :  EEi the brakes, 
the handbrake I33 apply 5th (moreformi) 7 
to grow heavier b y  the amount mentioned: He's 
put on u [lot of weifht sznce I lasl saw him o I'w 
p i ~ t  on lluo k i h  in tm weeks. EQ weight ,svH1 
gain sth (mre form0 ,oPn loss sth EEEi Put 
sth (m isnot used~nthepassive in this meaning, 
8 to prov~de sth specially: T h q  put on eX6m 
trains during the holiday p r l d  o A spIendid 
lunch was put onfir the visitors. k r s ,  traln 
EEDJay ~ t h O n t a k e s n h o f f 9 t o p r d u c e  
or present a play, an exhibition, etc: Tha I m i  
drum g r o w  ore patting on "Macbeth: o The 
m k w m  put on a specSnl exhibition abut  dtno- 
saurs. E@l play, exhibItlon, show stage 
sth (morefirma0 take 8th off 10 to pre- 
tend to have a part~cular feeling or quality: He 
put on a hurt expressLon. o Can you put on on 
Amerimn a n t ?  o She isn't really upset - she's 
just putting l? on. o He seemed furious, bur I 
think it ~ u a s  021 put on. IGJ accent. enpmsslon 
,srrr, assum a h  lformai) 
@v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv*n 
b 'puton n [C, usually sing.] ( A d ,  Wormal) 
somethingthat isdone to trick or deceive pwpIe: 
Kak's shabby appwmnce is jllsl a put-on. Her 
pnrents are bolh lawyers. 
~ S ~ ~ U ~ P U T - O N  ItTW 5 8  ON 

,put sth 'on I h  I to add an amount of money to 
the price or cost of sth: The new tcucput mjwnce 
on theprimof a pncketof cigawfles. IE% knock 
sth off 8th 2 to bet money on sth: I'vepur .k'I#on 
Sultan k Pmmrse (= the name of a horse) in the 
next race. bet (on am), money 
@ v + ntpmn +prep 

,put sb 'onto sb!sYh ( o b  ,pul ab bn ta sW8th) 
1 to tell sb about a person, an organimtion, etc. 
that could help them, or something that they 
might like or find useful: Cbukbyouput me ontoa 
m d  acrounlant7 2 to connect sb by telephone to 
sb else: Could you put me onto the manage,: 
please?3 to Inform the police, etc. abwt a crrme 
or a criminal: W you kmw who put the poltce 
onto the hackem' 

v+ nlpmn + prep b v +  nlpmn + adv+ prep 

,put 'out 1 (toRhorn. ..) (BE) (of a boat or a crew) 
to move out to sea h m  a harbour, port, etc: The 
shipputout t o m  by night. o Wepuf outfmm Liv- 
e m ! .  put In (at ...) 2 (AmE, slang) (of a 
woman) to agree to have sex with sb: She won't 
put out on a firsl dale. -Some w p l e  wn- 
sider put oat offensive in thls meaning. 
Qv+adv 

,put I b  'out 1 to make trouble, problems, extra 
work, etc, for sb: I hope ow orrfving lase didn't 
put yw out at all, 2 ba .put 'out to be upset ar 
otrended:J@wasn't atalIputoutby w h t  Iscrtd. 
o I was a brl put out that I hndn't bem invited 

225 put through - ....................................................................... ~ 
" ,,......,.. -----.. 

(ln$orman to make sb go to deep or bewme 
~~nconscioua: Thesepills&uldput him outfir a 
JPIU hours. + F#? a h  PUT YOURSELF OUT 
@ v+nlpmn+adv r v+adv*n(Imjkquent) 
ut sth 'out I to make sth stop burning E h  r ~ h t e r s m n p u t  thefire out o Heput hiscigaretle 
011f with his Jmt. flro, cI@rntttl, candle 

extlngulsh sth (more formas) 2 ( ~ p i a f L y  
ijrj.3 to switch sth ofT Put the Izght out before you 
mrne to bed. El the Ilght DW put sth off; 
mlteh ath oft turn sth off 3 to take sth out of 
yuur house and leave it, oRen for sb to collect: 
(Ilm Remember lo put the dwtbimImbbish out 
tonight. o (Am0 Remember to put the gar- 
h ~ l l r a s h o u t  o Sheput !he mwhing out to dm. 
Em!) brlq 5th In 4 to place sth where it will be 
nottced and used: Haw you put out c h n  tow& 
fi~r the guests? 5 to stretch part of your body 
nway from yourself towards sb else: He put his 
hnnd out to shake mine. ESIl hsnd, toagua 6 
(n1.w ,pul sth "out of sth) to make sth, especially 
part of your  bod^ mme out through a door or 
window to the outside: She opened the window 
nndput her h d o u t .  o Sampul the cut w t o f  the 
rloorroughly. 7 (BrE, to broadcast 5th: to publish 
or issue 5th: The programme w~lI &put out on 
Chnnnd Four o The CD was put out fir the 
Amerrcan mar& o The police put uul an urgent 
rrppwI fir wwlttaews. B E  appeal, rtatMnent 
BW broadcast nth 8 (informan to produce sth: 
T ~ P  factory puts out 5M3 new wrs a ~oeek. o They 
put out a new soflluarepackage last month. IEW 
produce SM 9 ( o h  ,put sth Yortk morefirma0 
(of a plant) to develop or produce new leaves, etc: 
The roses amputllng out new shoots already 
nowem, shoots, leaves 1 Q  to make a fifglt+e, a 
~vsult, etc. wrong: A price rracre~se put our esti- 
motes out by a thousand pounds. 11 {to sb) to 
~ l v e a  job,a task, etc, toa worker who is not your 
rmployee or to another company so that the 

,put yowmlf 'out to make a spedal effort to do 
sth for sb: Pleas? &nY put yourself out on oclr 

ownunt. o Sheml[jrput herself out for the visitors. 
+ S @ ~ @ ~ P U T S B O U T ~  
Qv+pmn+arhr 

b , P ~ ' O ~ = P U T S B O U T ~  

,pvt yourself 'over (to 8b) = PUT YOURSELF 
ACROSS (TO SR) 

,put 9th 'over = PUT STH ACROSS 
put one ' m r  on sb {spoken, i l b f o m O  'l to 

persuade sb to accept sth that is not me: to 
deceivesb: Noowisgo lng lop~one~wronhim.  
2 to show that you are tetter, stronger, etE. than 
sb else by defeating them: We'd low 50 put one 
oueron t h  WeLrh tmm. 

,put s th  'past sb (to de 8th) (inform0 ( a l w s  
used in mgatlve sentences wfth m ~ l d n ' t )  to be 
surpr iA that someone has done something 
wrong, illegal, etc: I muIdn't put zt past him to 
use form f~gei what he wan&. o 'She won't tell the 
Iwchec will she?' ' I  wuldn't put it papast k ! ' o  
Personally I wouldn'tputanythingpasl him! 

only It, anything, that 
Put sth p ~ ~ t  sb 1s not used in the passive. 

Q v + nlpmn +prep 

,put sbwurself 'through sth I to make 
sblyourself experience 8th unpleasant or diffl- 
cult: Heput hispamnts through M I .  o Whyput 
yournelf through it?+ She neverfowot the ter- 
ribleordeal ha hadput her through. 2 to pay for 
sb to attend a schwl, oollege, etc: She worked 
part-time topui herself ihmugh uniwrsi2y. 
Q v+ nlpmn + prep 

,put s h t h  'through(bablto ... )toconnect sbto 
sbelse by telephone: Gouldyovpul me through h, 
the managel; plense? o The call was put through 
to the wrong extension. o Hold the fine, Im put- 
ting you through. 
B v + nlwon + adv 

work will be done in another place: A Iol of edit- shth Yhmgh sth to test sb,sth to 
rs put Out The 'Iean'w N~hat they to do: We put the M m  

rmcl wus put out to tedw (= mmpanies were thmwh series The team are put 
nsked to make offers to supply these servimj. thmughafililnessprogram 
EBl work 1 2  (informal) to push a bone out o f  its A $,, n,nmn + r*ran 
nurmal gosition: Shefill ofl her horse and put 
h ~ r  shouIdtr out. o You'wgoing to put your back 
orit lifflng those h e s .  your back, shoulder 
FEZ) d l s l d e  sth (form0 
+v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 
h 'output n [U] [sing.] 1 the a m m t  o f  some- 
thing that a person, machine, cornpaw etc prp 
d iices: Thcompany aims m i ~ o u t p u t  in the 
mming ymr: o His mu-I output has dimin- 
rshed In mntgeurs. 2 (mmputingj the informa- 
t ion ~r0duoed bv a comnuter: data out~ut  W 

. . .r.-. . ,. -,. 
put sblsth thmugh h l r h  'pacw to give 

someone or something tasks to perform in order 
to findout what they areable todo: Heputlhecnr 
through its paces. o She watched the m m  king 
put through their-. 

,put s th  'through: ,put s th  'through sth to 
compFete a plan, programme, etc. successfully: 
Thk was the East deal Jamesput through. o Has 
the legrslalion beenput throughprliament? 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+pmp 

l h e k  is also a Gerb output sth, related to this , w t  sth 'through 8th to change sth byusinga 
meaning. 3 the power, energy, etc. prduced by  a machine, a process, etc: She put s o m  oranges 
p ~ c w  of  quipment: an outputof 1W wtts through thejumr o Thefish is then put through 

thesmokingprorzss (= to produce smoked ah). 
@ v + dpmn + prep 





'quarrel with sthrsb ( ~ S W ~ U Y  S~E) IWIIY 
ured in negatiue Senb-) to d i s a e  with 
sthfsb: Feu' w u M  ~uarrel with the prim&{@ of 
IreeeducationJoralI. 
ev*prep  

queue Mu:l (queulng or gumlng) 

,queue 'up (hr sthlto do 8th) (Brm to wait or 
stand in a line with other people in order to get 
sth or  do sth: They spmtfour hours queueing up 
for trckek o We had loqueue uptogetourvisrrs. 

Queue is often used with the same mean- 
mg. Wespndfour hoursq~ueingfor txkeIs. 
+s+vafso~~~le  UP 1 
Q v+adv 

be ,queuing 'up far sth: be ,quoulna 'up to 
do sth if you say that people are queuing up 
for sth or to do 8th. you mean that a lot of people 
are very eager to have sth or do sth: Actors are 
qlleuingupto worX withihlsmmpany. 
9 be+v+adv+prap be+v+attv*b~nf 

quiet IArnE31'kwamtl 

,quid ' d m ;  ,quiet ~b 'down = Q ~ I B T E H  

DOWN, QUIETEN SR DOWN 

quieten ( ~ r m  I'kwamtnl (AmEqulot) 

,quieten 'down; ,quletm ab 'down to 
become, or to make sb, calmer, less noisy or less 
active: We 'w h n  m l l y  busy at work during the 
sumfner but thin~sshould quieten &urn now. o 
It took a long tsmefbr the baby to quieten down. o 
Canyouqureten thekidsdown? 
E l V l  Quietedquiet and quieten!qaiet sb are 
also used with the same meaning, especially in 
more formal language: The class grriereturd, 
@ v + adv v + nlpmn + adv + v + adv* n (lessfre. 

'2Uenf) 

'quit on sb MmE, ir(iormaQ 1 to stop helplng, 
working with or  supporting sb when they need 
you most: Ican't believe he quit on thetmmltfler 
only twogames! o You can*tquitonmenow, tue're 
aImost Ihere!ZiP amachine, avehicle,etcquits 
on you, it stops working at a time when you 
really need it: The airmnditioning quit on us in 
mrdJuly. 
9 V+P"BP 

rabbit rr=brt/ 

,rabbit 'on (about sblath) ( B E ,  informnl, d* 
provrng) to talk about sthfor a longtime In a bor- 
ing way: What'shemhbztingonobo~t? 

go on (about sblsth) 
Qv+adv 

,nek 'up sth; ,rack lMhem 'up (tftfwrmal, 
especioify AmE) to get or collect a large amount 
or  quantity of sth, such as profits or  lwses in a 
business or points in a competition: The cum- 
pnny mked up $20 billion in sates, o Bush has 
racked up ~ktories in anotherfivestales. 

A noun must always follow up, but a prp 
nuun comes between the verb andup. 
@v+adv+n + v+pmn+adu(Ie~sfrequenO 

raffle ~'treflt 

,raffle sth 'off to offer 5th as a prize in a rame (= 
a way af making money when people buy tickets 
w ~ t h  a number on and some of the numbers are 
later chosen to win prizes): TW mke wrll be ra3 
fled ofS mmLwmoneyfor theschool. 
-Raffle sth i s  used more frequently with 
this meaning. 
Qv+adv+n * v+ntpron+adv 

rail IWIII 

'rail agalnstrat s h t h  wmr) to protest about 
sblsth in an angry or  bitter way: 50 mil w i n s t  
the gouernmenilauthoritks 0 Them's no point 
ra~lfng against rhedecisioh 
e'v*PreP 

rain /rem/ 

,mln 'down ( o n m p ~  swath), ,rain ath ' d m  
(onlupon swsth) to fall or  to make sth fall on 
sblsth In large quantities: Huge boulders 
down on us. o He mined blow qller blow down on 
my skull. 
+v+aciv e v+nlpmn+adv v+adv*n 

be ,rained 'off (&A7 (AM b ,rslnsd 'out) 
(ir@orrnaf') i f  a n  went such a s  a sports game is 
rained off, it stops or i t  does not take place 
because of rain: The game was mined OIT o It 
looks as if #hemmers isgoing to kminedofl 
&be+v+sdv 

rake IWIW 
,m ke 8th 'in (in$orma[) to earn large amounts of 

money without difficulty: The mmprsny rakes in 

EIW R ~ I ~ W K  o sim s ~ e  4 to London 
sh's been raking It in. 
e v + a d u + n  * v+pn+adu  v+n+adv(lsss 

rnW1 
,rake 'wer $th (BrE, lrlformal, dWpmviw) to 

examine sth that happened in the past in great 
detail and keen talk in^: about it, when i t  should - - - - - - - 

be forgotten: T ~ e r e ' s  rk point in raking ouer the 
awn& of the past. 
Em the past + v + prep 

rake ovw OM 'eoaldashm to discuss & 
that happened in the past in detail, when It 
should be forgotten rake sb over tM ' E O Q ~  

(AmlP) (BrE haul sb over the 'coals) to criticize 
sb severely because they have done sth wrong 

,rake sth 'up 1 to talk about sth unpleasant that 
has happened in  the past, which people would 
11ke to forget: I didn't corn hem to wke up old 
arguments. 2 to collect sth into a pile usmg a tool 
with a long handle and a row of metal mints at 
theend(arakeV I mkdupal l  the h u e s .  
e v * a d v + n  4 v+nlpmn+a& 

d l y  ~mlif (mllles, tallyin& mllld, rallld) 

,rally a'roundr'mnd: ,rally a'roundtround 
sb if p p l e  rally around or rally around sb, 
they work together to help and support sb who is 
in a difficult or unpleasant situatron: W k n  she 
was ill, the neighbours all rrrIlied round lo help 
her and bring her MLP.  o Hrs friends rallied 
umunb him as soon they b u d  the mri~s. 
+v+adv * v + w p  

ram /mm/ (-mm-) 

,ram 'Into shttr: ,ram sfh 'Into sth to hit 6th 
violently; to make sth hit sth violently: He was 
gozng. ~wfast and rnmnmed Into the her infronl. o 
The ihreues mmmed their truck into thejewelier's 
wrndow. 
@ v + prep v+ nlpmn + prep 

ramble ~'riembit 

,ramble 'on (abwtsWsth)(BrE) to talkor writea 
lot ahout sblsth in a confused and boring way: 
W t  rsshemmblingon about? o There's meram 
blmng on, andyou haven't to& me your nemsyet. 
Q v+adv 

range tremdg~ 

be ,ranged a'galnsWlth sblsth; ,range 
yourself a'gainswwith sblsth 4f~tmuO to 
join a ith other people to oppose sblstk He felt 



though the wholefami& ruas ranged ogoinst him 
o She ranged &If more 1~1th her parent3 than 
with her brother 

,rap a h  'out to say sth quickly and sharply: The 
o~i-mp!wdoutorders .  
E E  command, order XfE) bark .th out 
Q v+a&+n + v+pron+adv o v+n+adv(rrrm) + 

v+adv+speech 

'rat on slr (imrmnl) to give information to 
mole in authority causing trouble for sb: Sqv 
whrrtyouIikeaboutAU but hhnsneuermtledon 
h k f r h d s .  * v + prep 

'rat on sth (BrE, imrmnk) to fail to keep a pram- 
ise you have made: They d the government 
of mtting on promises to fhedisabld. 
Eli pmmlae, pledge 
9 V+PWP 

ratchet rr-I 
,mt&het sth "up to make prices, etc. increase a 

little at a time: Th intemt rates haw been 
ratcheted up sftawlp o The hormone mhes 
around the bmtn, mscheting the herrn rate up 
from 6&?0 lo ahut  a hundred. o (egurnrlw) The 
governmnt have mlcheled up thagmsureon the 
profwt o@anizers. 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

ration tnrzfi/ 

,mtlon sth 'out to divide 5th that there is not 
very much of lxtween a graup of people in such 
a way that everyone gets a small share: They 
nztioned the wuteroutama~ thesururuors. 

fod,wster 
v+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

,rattle a'round;,mttle a'munrl sth(i*ormm 
to Ime, work, etc, somewhere that is much too big 
for your needs: There are only two of w, mtlIhg 
amund in this massive ojfice. o They're mtthng 
ornumithat hownow that thechildren haw left. 
+v+adv * v*prep 

,mttle nth 'oft to say or repeat sth fram m e w  
qulckly and without any efTort: She rattled off 
t?@ names of the movies Hitch& huddirecled. 

rWl5thoW 
Qv+adv+n * v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv(mre) 

,rattle 'on (about 5th)  (fqfonnan to talk quickly 
and for a long time about 6th that is not import- 
ant or Interesting: He rattled on abut hi$ jobfor 

owran hour 
BE) waftla on (about s?h) 
e v + a d v  

,rattle 'through ath (BrE, fwrmal) to do some- 
thing very quickly: He rattled thmugh hi .  horn 
work then wen! out. 
<b v + prep 

reach / rku/  

,reach sth 'down ((or sb) to pt sth down fmm a 
hlgh place: Could you rwch that uase downfor 
me? o S k  m h e d  down a box from thetopsher 
!EEiil In informal spoken language reach sb 
down 6th is also used: CouMyou reach me down 
f h o b w ?  
ev+nlpron+adv a v+adv+n 

,reach 'out ,reach sth 'out to stretch yourarm 
or your hand in order to touch or get something: 
He m h e d  out to swrtch on the light. o I reached 
out a hand to touch herfke. o The c h i M  reuched 
out for her hand. 
e v + a d v  v+a&+n + v+pmn+adv + 

v*  n+advlmre) 
,reach 'out to sb to show ab that yw are inter- 

ested in them andEor want to help them: to try to 
get people's interest or attention: The organira- 
lion istryIngioswchoutto~pkofallagesand 
fmm alllewhof smiety o The party hasfarkfro 
rwch out to young people. o Tht makers qf this 
moviehaw trredto r ~ ~ ~ h o u t  lo an older audience. 
Qv+adv+prep 
t 'outreach n [Ul the activity of an organization 
that provides a service or advice to pop le  in the 
community, especially those who cannot or are 
unlikely ta wme to an omce, a hospital, etc. for 
help: a rum1 o u f m h  programme o o u t m h  
work 

read Irkdl (mad, 4 /red/) 
,read sth 'back to read a message, a letter etc. 

aloud m order to check that i t  is correct: I g o t b  
t O r w r l l h e ~ b r r c k t 0 ~ 1 0 ~ ~ ~ e ~ t ~ ~ ~ s  
right. 
&v*nlpmn+adv e v+adv+n 

,read sth 'Into sth to think that something has a 
meaning or an importance that It probably does 
not have: It's a mistake to mad too much in.& the 
results of one opinion mlL o You a n  and  any- 
thing you m t  into horoscopes, o Her voice w m  
w.ldandIwasn't sure what lo read inio it. 
.E!E too much, sornethlng, anything 
Q v + rdpmn + prep 

,mad 8th 'off to look at the measusement shown 
on a machine or other memuring device: The 
speed can be mlculoW or read from the 
graph. o IhIcedat thethmnome&randadoff 
the tempemuTr. 

v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

,mad 'on to continue reading: The b w k  lucrs so 
mciting he mad on until dawn. o Th@ idea is tQ 
m k e  the reader want 60 m d  on. o r g o u  want to 
findout more, mad on? + v*adv 

,read 8th 'out (to sb) T to mad read aloud, e w  
cially to other geople: SW mad out the M W O ~  

the winners. o The teacher r e d  my poem out to 
thecEass. o Them'saletterJhm Tom Shai[lr@ad 
it oul loyou?2 (espchILy An&, c0mpuIzng) to get 
back information that isstoredonacomputer, to 
p d u c e  a d~splay of the information on a s c m n  
Q v t a d v t n  v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+speech 
b 'mad& n (computing) a rec~rd or display of 
informatlonon acomputer scrren: Thecomputer 
will work out the best mulefir you andgive you 0 
rwdaut on the screen. 

,read sth 'through ( a h  ,d ath ' m r  h*- 
puent) to read something fmm the beginning to 
the end, usually in order to find any m~stakes: I 
red through my mnsIntlot& checking gfor mfs- 
takes. o When sherendher letter thmugh the m t  
dw, she decided m t  to send it. o When she'd fin- 
isW, Em~mrty read over whol she'd writlen. 
@ v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,mad 'up on sbluth; ,rend s'brsth 'up(alw ,mad 
"p about sblsth tess fvqwnt)  to read a lot about a 
particularsub~ect in order to learn about it: Haue 
you been readtng up on !he history of the heW?o 
I'M been reading bhiSpIm up in the Ifbmm 
+v+adv+prep + v+adv+n o v+nlpron+adv 

"re a t t h  on 8th to gIve apemon or an animal 
a particular type of f a d ,  entertainment, etc. 
when they are young: I was reared on fan, but 
hler dismven?d rock. 

Rear sblsth on stl.l Is usually usd in the 
passive. 
@ Y + nlpmn + pwp 

,rear 'up 1 if a horse, etcrears up, it standson its 
back legs with its h n t  legs in the air: Ths home 
reared upandshefefl ofl2 if abuildin~ cliff, etc. 
rears up, it seems to lean over you in a threaten- 
ing way: The c l v  reared up Wore them 

Hear IS also used with these rneanhgs, 
especially meantng 1: The horse reared and she 
fell ofi 
+v+adu 

,mason 5th 'out to think carefully about same- 
thing in a l o g i d  way in order to undersland it: 
Let'strybnrrssonrrut why hehhavedashadia 4 
Reason it out foryoursew- why do you Ihinlc~h? 
didn't say whereshe luasgoing? 
EL) flgum sbkYk out; work sth out 
ev+nlpmn+adv r v+a&+n 

' ream with sb to talk to sb border  toperswde 
them to be more sensible: It's inapmible to ma- 
son wrth her whenshe's in this W. 
W Reason with sb can be used In the passive: 
H e  can't be rwsoned with. 
0 v + v w  

rebound ~ r t h m d t  

re'bound on sb ( o h  m'bwnd upat sb more 
formal, less frequent) if slh that you do, espe- 
cially sth that is intended tobe unpleasant for sb 
else, rebounds onlupon you, Et has a bad or 
unpleasant effect for you instead: His little trick 
seems to b v e  rebounded on him o These mew 
ures could rebound on the pwmt f a m i l k  I =  
affect them instead of the pople they were 
intended to affect). 
Q v + prep 

reckon vrekan/ 

"ken on sblsth; 'rackon on doing sth: 
'reckon on sbkfh dolng 5th to rely on 
sblsth or on sth happening, lo expect sb to do 5th 
or sth to happen: WP wre reckoning on aprofitof 
a b u t  hv a millton. o Youmn reckonon my SUP 
port. o We hadn'l reckonad on them arriving so 
ear@ o YOU mn't oIwcys reckon on having good 
weather in June, o The wmpzny thought they 
would w i l y  get permission to build a hotel, but 
they hadn't reckoned on, the h e l  pwple. 
ES count on sblsth, c a n t  on doing Jth, 
count on sb/srlr doing ath 
QV+PWP 

,reckon sth 'up(apda1lyErE) to add figures or 
numbers together That'll k fM.50, il I've 
reckoned ii up currectlp 
BEl add sth up; calsulat. sth thmrefimraO 
+v+nlpran+adv v+adv+n 

'retkm with s h t h  1 (-lly &In negative 
s e n t e m )  to consider sWsth as  a m i b l e  prob- 
lem that you should be pmpared for UrlforlU- 
m!eiyn w hudn't m k ~ d  with Emily, o We must 
mkon with the possibility of failurn 2 to can- 
sider ordeal with sWsth as a serious opponent or 
pmblm: He hod Eo reckon with a great dm1 of 
oppositioh o The ream are still a jiom to be 
reckomdwith (= they wlLlbeaifFicult todefeat]. 

In thismeaningreckm with sblstheanbe 
used in the passive. 
O r + prep 

'reckon dttmut s h t h  (espzcinIQ B r a  to not 
consider sWsth as a possible problem and there 
fore not be prepared for ~ t :  We aflolwdun hourto 
get there, but we'd reckoned withmi the f?'t!!c (= 
it took us much longer). 
@ Y + prep 



reconcile r ~ k -  

'rewnclle sb/youmelf to dh; 'reeonells 
sbrnurself to dolng sth to make sblyour- 
self accept an unplea~ant situation because 
there is nothing you can do to change it: They 
werereconciled to thqhct thtkwouidn't kcom 
ing back. o rue reconciled rnysev to having m 
mney while I'm a student + v + nlpmn * prep 

reduce I ~ ~ ~ W ~ . - W E . ~ ~ W S ~  

m'duee Sblsth to sth tobringsbto a particular 
state, especially a worseone: She was red& to 
tears by their critufsm o The building luas 
r e d m  lo a hasp of rubble. o Her gwstiuning 
reduced hlm to a stute of coqfwion. + v +  nlpmn + prep 

re'duce sb to dolng sth to make sb do some 
th~ng they do not approve o f  or are ashamed of 
because there is no other choice for them: I wap 

rpduced 0 b m w i n g  m o w f m m  friends. 
EEIEi Redace sb to doing sth Is nearly always 
us& in the ~ s s i v e .  + v + ntprm + prep 

re'duce sth to 8th to change sth into a simpler 

re'fer to sbMh 1 (m ath) to mention or talk 
about somebody or something: She newr 
W r m d  to the ~nctdent amin. o Prwsenprs are 
MW mJ#red toas 'customem'. 2 to desaibe or be 
mnnectdl to sblsth: Thispamgraph ?@em to the 
events oJ lastyeor e Thwphenomnon as &erred 
60 m detail in chapier nine. o The term 'visually 
handicQp~'ref irs0studenls  w h  hnue serious 
d~&u ftw in seeing 
W Refer to sWsth can bewed in the oasshre. 
@ v + P ~ ~ P  

re'fer to sth to look at sthfor information: You 
don ' tnd  to m@r to a diclwmry for this txemfse. 
t3E book, dtctlonary, manual, Instructions 
I 5 3  consult sth ( m o r e ~ r m ~  

Refer to sth can be used in the passive It is 
imporran! ioproutdea m r d  thalmn beMemdto. + v *  prep 

m'fer sblsth to shth  to send sWsth toa differ- 
ent place or person in order to get help, advice or 
a decision: The mpp luas r @ e d  ta t t ~  he~ourt of 
Appeal. o My tulor referred me ?Q a c o ~ Z I o , :  o 
Ifimab) I w&you lo my letter cf 2 June. 
Q v + dpmn + prep 

or more general form: His argumenls mn h? 
redwed tofourpoina 

+ nlpron + prep 

reek Irkkt 

'reek of nth (disappwvhg) 1 to smell very 
strongly of sth unpleasant: His breath =Waf 
lohcm. 2 i f  sth reeks of sth unpleasant or sus- 
picious, it sukgestsverystrongly that thereissth 
unpleasant or susp~cious about it: His srotmnent 
reeks of hypocrrsy. o The whok place reeked of 
16egh. 

+v+pren 

reel I&V 

,MI sth 'IW'oUt to wind sth anloff a special 
round dwice (a reel), for example on a fishing 
mi: Heslowly mkd theBh in, o The-hters 
mkd out the hose. o The Iine mughi on some- 
thingin theurc~lerashemleditin. 
+v+nlpron+a& + v+adv+n 

,reel 8th 'off 1 to sap a l ow  list of things quickly 
and w~thout having to think about it: He mEed 
off the mms of thepeopk he'd invited. Ilst, 
names, figures ZEB rattle atk off 2 (Irllbrmal, 
eswio l l y8rE)  (in a sports competition) t o  wln a 
series of games or a number of polnb: The Bulls 
reeM ofl nzne consecufiw jwrnls. o Henman 
mred ofl t h m  stmight games. EGi points, 
games chalk up sth 
+v+adv+n + v+pmn*adv v+n+sdu(k f i -  

nuen!) 
,reel 8th 'Ow= REEL STH INIOUT 

re'flect on sblsth ( a h  r e W  u p n  sWstk 
more formal) to make sb haw a particular opin- 
ion of sbfsth: When the department pedorm 
badly, it re jk ts  on me me asmger (= it makes 
people think 3 am a k d  manager). o Thls tncf- 
dent Mecls W I y  on euetyom ~nuolved. o When 
our s t d n l s  are smxqful it ~~ well on the 
whole school. 
mRef lec t  an sWsth is often used with 
aherbs, especially badly m WI. + v + prep 

retlect gTeat cmdH on &sth to show that 
shtsth 1s very good or hasdone 5th very well: The 
line condition of the cars rqlects great credit on 
their owners, o The young orchesim's perform- 
a m  rejlecledgreat crediton fheirtmtnt~g. 

regale /ringed/ 

re'gale sb wlth sth toentertahsb withstories, 
jokes, etc: She lucrs regaling w with l h b  @ her 
youth. 
+ v + n l p m n + p ~ e ~  

rein /rem/ 

,mln 'In; ,rein sth 'In (akw ,mln 'back, ,rein sth 
'back hfrepuen#)  to pullon the reins of a horse 
(= the leather bands that go around its neck) to 
make it go moreslowly or stop: FeIipreilPedkk 
and r d e  beside her o Shem'd in her horse and 
woited$or John tomlch up 
e v + a d v  r v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

,rein sb/sth 'In ( o h  ,mh W8th ' bck  Zess* 
quenfl to control sb or sth more strictly: We wed 
to rein mpublicqwnding. o The new Pri?siderU is 

with the ask of mtnfnginthemilita~. o He 
was unabk to rein back his impatiem. 
&v+adv*n + v+pmn+adv + v * n + a d v ( l m  

fresww 

relate /nnlert/ 

M a t e  to sbnth 7 to feel that you can under- 
stand a person, a siluation, sth that sb d m  or 
feels, etc. and have sympathy with t h d i t :  She 
w u n a h k  torehie to her youngest chtM o ffind 
him veryd~ficult Drelateta. o I~~stCO~ldn'tn?hW 
to that m u i e  at all, o She wuld rela& to hlsfeel- 
imgs of guilt about hbchiMm 2 to be mnneckd 
tosblsth; torefertosblsth:AIltkdocumnlsreInt- 
ing to the matter uwre d e s R ~ d .  o The new I ~ w  
mlatmon& tochildren born &?r 1996 
+V+PMP 

re'lleve sb of dh  1 ybPnaa0 to carry out a m -  
cult or unpleasant W k  ior sb else, m instead of 
them:Mbotsmn r e l i e u e ~ p [ e o f d u l l a r a d x p ~ w  
~ r k o C c l n I r ~ l r e w y o u q f s o m ~ y w r t r a g s ( =  
carry them Toryou)?Z ~brman to d i i s s s b  from a 
lob or mponsibility. He cws wi&vtuI of h k m o s  
mmager In this memmg, relieve sh of 5th 
is often used m the passive. 3 (informal, tmnicl to 
robsbof 5th. TReth~wlieDedhim 4 f  hkwollel. 
@ v+ nlpron + prep 

rely I?!flar/ (mlles, relying. rolled+ d e d )  

m'ly on s b t h  (aka m'ly upon s&th m f o r -  
ml) 1 (fw 8th) ton& or be dependent on sblsth: 
She gill hns lo rely on her ~ m l s f o r  mow o He 
hosn'tm a car and mIiesonpubt1~ rnmwrl mgm 
arnund. o We relied on Anna to hsnshsefor us. o 
Before they gat a piped wafer suppIx hwl  w p b  
hud lo rely on getflng their wnlerJmm mils and 
bnks. E 9  depend onlupmn Wsth (for sth) 2 to 
trust or have confidence m sWsth You mn &!y 
rely onherju&emni. o Yo~cunmlyon Jon l o tm 
up hi%! (= he always daes) o For thefirst time In 
yearsshehudsomeoneshe~~uMreIy on. o WereIied 
on the aduiceof our mlicitix E 3  count onlupvn 
sWsth: d q m d  ortrupon ddsth =Rely 
onlupm sblsth can be used in the passive in this 
meaninp: Shemmt be reliedon m lelllhe truth. 
& V + P W  

mWtember sb to sb (BrEj (no# used in thegrc- 
gressive tenses) used to ask sb to gIw your @- 
i n g  and good wishes to sb e M  R e m e m k  m to 
your mother 
@ v + nlpmn + prep 

remind In'mamdl 

nt'rnlnd sb of sbisth (not used in #he progres- 
siue lenses) if sblsth reminds yoa ofsblsth, they 
make you think or sWsth b u s e  they are simi- 
lar: Tht smell of b m d  h k h g  reminds me cf 
home. o when CEare $mil& she reminded me of 
her mother o Watching his serious face, with its 
bigroundgSasses, she was m M d o f  an OWI. 
m R e m I n d  sb of sblsth can be used in the 
passlve: Listening lo her; he was reminded of 
Helen. 
@ v + dpmn + prep 

rent /rent/ 

,mnI sth ' w t  (ta *a) to allow something that you 
own to be used by someone else in return for my- 
ment: They rented the h o w  out lo studenls. 0 
Most of these h o w  am renhiout. 

m m ,  hwae, clte. FE) Mre rth wl (to sb); 
let rth out (to sb) (BrE) 
m Rent 6th can also be used wlth the same 
meaning. You could renta room lo a student. 
&v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

repair /n'pea(r);~m~ -'per/ 

re'palrte ...@ 17~~iorhw~mus)togatoap~a~e:  
After din?wc thqr r a p a i d  to the lovwfor  m ! .  + V + P ~ ~ P  

re,port 'back 1 (tu sb) (on 1~8th)  to glve a 
spoken or written account of some information 
that you were asked to find out about: I h u e  60 
repor? back to the mnager on o w  p m g m .  2 

... {to )to return to a place, especially in order to 
start work again: When do you have to reporl 
k k & r  duty? 
+v+adv 

re,port 'in (to s M )  to contact sb to let them 
know where you are or what you are doing: The 
o w r  b r w  ~ e p o r t d  in (to thepolicasfatwn). 

re'port to sb (b-) (not wed in thepro@+@.+ 
srve rew) i f  you report to sb in a wmpany or 
an organization, they are responsible for yoyour 

work and tell you what to do: She repor& direclly 
to the chief mecutiue. o A new learn will be put 
together for thepmjd, rrporting lo Julia Hwley. 
Q v+ prep 

re'side In sblsth vormal) to be in sblsth; to be 
causpd by sth: The attraction of rhe hook resides 
in it? illrrslmtwm. 0 The irliet&sof IhechlMreS- 
idem getting the bestpossibl@ education. 
e v  + prep 



m'slde IrYwith nbtsth Worn0  to be present in 
or belong to sblsth: Sup- autftmity midm 
with the President. Q Paliticalpowrmms h res- 
ide inemsingly in the South of England 
& V + V ~ P  

resign In-1 
re'slgn yourself to sth: re'slgn yourself to 

dolng sth to be ready to accept sth unpleasant 
because you cannot avoid it: She resign& her- 
seZf to her fate. o They resigned themeIups to 
bemg defeakd o I've resfgned mysew to shying 
in again tonight. 
Qv+pmn+pmp 

resolve /nnzolv; A& wmlvl 
rebolve lnto 8th: re'solve sth lnto sth to 

separate or to be separated into its parts: The 
desqn resolved into u number of difl~renf pa& 
larns. o a Iatuyer's abilzW fo WIW facts into 
their leguImtegoriPS 
Qv+prep + v+pron+prep 

re'sohre into sth: re'sohre Rseltlthern- 
s e l w  Into f h 1 if sthyou see orhearat adis- 
tance resolves lnto sth or resolves itrself into 
sth, you gradually we it or hear it clearly as a 
particular thing: The g w  shape m i t r e d  info o 
gmupof walkers. o The white Zteht resolved itseIf 
into th-$ headlight3 of a car 2 to gradually 
become or be understoad as sth: The dmussion 
emdually resolued itself into two main issues. o 
The q W h n  m l w s  ~ls@lf inlo whether indiuid- 
uu is shouId be alIowerI to choose such a course of 
ac?im. 
+ v + p m  * v+pmn+prep 

re'sort W 8th; ra'sort to doing sth to make 
use o f  something, especially something bad or 
unpleasant, as a way of achieving sth, often 
k a u s e  no other course of actlon is possible: 
They should beoble tos t tk the ird f lem with- 
out resorting m uiolenw. o They resorted 60 brrb- 
ery w get whal they wanted. 
EETi violence, bfibery 
W Resort to s tMo doing sth mn be used in 
the passive: Vurrous measures ruere mrtadta 
0 v +  prep 

rest /rest/ 
'rest on nbktth ( a h  'rest uupDn sb/sth mom for- 
mal) 1 to depend on sblsth: Britain's hopes of a 
medal mw mt OR Henderson 2 if your eyes rest 
on sblsth, you lmkat them1it:Hereyesmsladona 
ghotogmph on t h e b k .  B e y e s ,  gaze 
@ v +  prep 

'rest on sth ( a h  'real upon a# -formal) to 
be based on sth: The whole mse W o n  one man3 
.eu&nm. o His argument seemed to W o n  apLPe 
mumprkn.  * v +  prep 

,rest 'up (inj%rmal). 1 (OM-fmhioned, especihlly 
Brm t o  rest after an illness or injury: He was 
adviwd to mf upfor a week @r RisfulI. 
Rest is usually used with this meaning. 2 Its@- 
cblly AmEj to rest in order to gain energy and 
strength, for example after an illness or before a 
sports competit~on: You sIEDuM rest .up V you're 
going to be f i t  for the fleame. o The clermbers 
decidd lo sesr up for a couple of ahys before con- 
tinu~ng up to the summit. = Rest can also be 
used with thls meaning. 
Q v + a &  

"st with sb (to do Ith) (bmul) (not urad in t k  
progressive terms) to be sb's responsibility: The 
deciswn mLS entirely with you. o The sespomi- 
blllty for bringing up chiIdmn mh with thepar- 
enrs. o It rests with the heus company to prove 
they wre not responsiblefor theaccident. 

Ik wlth sb (to dosth) 
(4 v + Prep 

result /lTznlt/ 

re'eult in sth to havea particular effect; to make 
sth happen: The accident resulted in 6Poleah.  o 
The a~reemenl will result in ernpbyers working 
more closely wfthdudents and teachers. 
ESJ death, Increase, loss 
0 v+  prep 

retail /'ri*u 

'retail aMor 8th (bwiness) to be sold at a par- 
t~cular prim: The vidms mil at f15ench. 
4 v + prep 

return IflQn;AmEn'b.m/ 

re'tum to sth T to go back to a previous state: 
T m i n s e r u f c e s h v e ~ ~ ~ b o m r m a t a f i e r t h  
strrke. ES go back to sth 1 to start discussing 
asubject you were discussing wlier:  He returns 
to this topic later ern the report. lE3 come back 
to sth 
+v+prep 

,rev 'Up: ,W a h  'Up if the engine of a vehicle 
r e w  up, or sb revs it up, It runs quickly 
although the vehicle does not move: The cur 
mvued up and roared rrmj 

Rev and rw 8th are also used with this 
meaning. 
@ v+adv v+n!pmn+ab + v+aUv+n 

,rev 'up (for ath), ,m shth'up (for s*) (w- 
cially A m  to become, or to make sWsth, more 
activeor excited: Thetwmmmuvhi? upfirnerl 
weekbgome, o It's hbjob tomv up theaudiew 
M r e  #heshowstart% 
e v + a d v  4 v+nlpmn+adv a v+adv+n 

'revel In 5th: 'revel la h l n g  sth to eNgr a 
situation or an experience very much: I chink 
he's secmtly revelling in all the a t ten tw~ 0 She 
saems to revel inannoying h e r m n t s .  
@ v + prep 

re'vert Zo sb Clara) (of property and land) to 
return legally to the owner: M.er his death the 
house reverted i% its OrigirrcsIowner: 
4 v+PreP 

re'vert to db; re'vert to dolng sth (Torma0 1 
to go back to a previous condition or activity, 
especially a worse one: When the p m u r e  is on, 
playen revert 0 bad habfrs. o 4fter a good w a r  
the team reverted to type in their last gn# (= 
they played badly agarn). oqfser BD ywrs crs a 
school. the burlding has reverted baEk to king a 
h o w  again. 2 to start talking or think~ng again 
about a subject you were considering earller: Tb 
reveri loyovourmsJierqmtion ... 
+ V + P ~ P  

m'wlve amnd sblsth re'volve around 
dolng sth (also revolve round nbfsth, revohre 
round dolng nth especially BrE) to have sblsth as 
the main sub~ect or interest: His whole !re 
reuoIued round curs, o You think ihe whole world 
reuolues around yox o Much of u dolphin's lve 
reuulvesaro~ndfindhgand a l i n g f d .  
4 v + p r e p  

re'volve around 8th (also rn'volw round a~ 
especm1Iy BrE) to move around sth in a circle: 
Theenrth rt.volves amlrnd #hesun. 
Q v+ prep 

'rld sb!sthlyourself of s h t h  (format) to 
remove sthlsb mpleasant from a person, a plaw 
or an organization: The g m e r n m t  gk&& lo 
rid the munhy of nuclear weurns o How muid 
she rid hemeif of Charlas? 

This phrasal verb is usedmainly in written 
English. 
& v + nlpron + prep 

rlddle / h d ~ /  

'riddle sbrsth with sth to fill sWsth withbullets 
or w~ th  holes: His M y  was riddled wilh bulk&. 
o woaden bmms riddled wilh holes Q a bullet- 
MdIedurr 

Riddle sbEsth with sth is oRen used in the 
passive. 
+v+Illpron+pmp 

be 'rlddled wlth 8th to be full of sth, especially 
sth unpleasant or bad Th@ wholeorganizalwn is 
rrddled with cormptlon. 
@ be+v+prep 

'ride on sth [uswlly used in the progressiue 
 to dependon sth: My whokfutmis riding 
on thisinteruiew. o There'sa lot of money ridiw 
on this deal. o She has a lot riding on thhfilm 
afderthefaerlureof thelosttwo. 
@ V+PEP 

,ride sth 'out to manage to surviw a difficult 
pericd or s~tuation without sufferLng serlous 
harm. Do you think theppresident wifl be able to 
rlde out tha lalest crisis? o 01 course your par- 
ents were angry, but you should have s t o H  to 
rf& out thestom. 
EBI stonn, recession 
Qv+adv+n v+nlpron+adv 

,ride 'up if an item of clothing rides up, tt grad- 
ually moves upwards, out of position: His waist. 
coat wasriding upover hrs stomach. 
Q v+adv 

,rifle 'through sth to search quicklythmugh sth 
such asdrawem, cupboardsor papers, inorder to 
find or steal 8th: Sat& rCfled through ward- 
YOL% looking for something to wea,: o The room 
looked as if .o burglar had rNed through it (= it 
was very untidy). 
m Rifle through 5th can b used in the pas- 
slvc.: The drawers had been rind throwh. 
t3 9 + PrsP 

'rlg sbmth ' od  (1- ath) (old-fbhioned, M 
to provide sWsth with clothes or equipment: 
They fook the ktds to a big store and rigged them 
outporn top to bodlorn (= bought them a set of 
new clothes, shoes, etc.). o The ship laad been 
rig& out mffh srote-4f-thaart equipment. 
B kit sblsth out (lrrlwlth sih)(BrE) 
IEBTd Rig sb out is offen used ~n the passive. 
@v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 



,rig sth 'up d to Ex a piece of equipment into 
@ace: W'w riggd up !&hi% In thegarden for the 
p r b  o He wm rigged up lo ca machines0 t W  the 
nurses wuld check his hwrthl .  2 to make or 
build sth quickly, using whatever materials are 
available: He had rigged up a sort of lent, wing 
hrsjmkel andshirt. 
@v+adv+n 4 v+n/prm+adv 

dng Iwl l m w  lr~eulrune Ira/)  
W lb ring is not used in American English to 
lnean'to telephone'. To call is the most common 
verb for this in American English. It Is also used 
in Britlsh Englfsh, as well as to phone. 

,rfng a'roundrraund; ,ring a'roundfround 
sb#th (BrQ to phone several pwple or p l a m  
to find out information or drscuss sth: I'wspent 
the mornmgringing round tmvel agen& tofinria 
fright. 
Qv+adv  + v+prep 

,ring 'back; ,dng sb 'back (BrE) to telephone 
sb agaln or to telephone sb who telephoned you 
earlier: I'ilring you back later with moredeiaik 
o Your mother caller3 whik you were out. She 
wnndsyoutonriagback. o I'ueonIygotafewwins 
for thbcall(= from a public telephone). Canyou 
ring me k k ?  o he phones while I'm out, tell 
him to h# back Ietm 
Qv+adv + v+nlpron+adv 

,dng 'in (BrEj 1 to telephone the place where you 
work: She fellsoexhrrustdshe rnng In sick (= to 
say shemuld not come to work). o The boss r h g s  
in m m l  times a dojl, even when he's on holiday. 
2 to telephone a radio, television programme, 
etc: Listeners mre asked lo sing in with their 
opinions. 
Q v+adv 

,rFng 'off to end a telephone mrsat ion ,  
and put the telephone down: He rang o r  befotw I 
couldexp[nin. 

hang up 
Qv+adv  

,dng 'out to be heard loudly and clearly: H I s c h r  
voice mng out mmss the hull. o Suddenb shots 
mngoul marby. 

v+adv 
,ring 'round; ,ring 'mud sbtsth (&r& = RrNc 

AROUND~OUND,  RING AROUN~/ROUNQ SB/STH 

,ring 'through (to sblnth) (Brm to make a tele- 
phone call to sb, especially wlthin the same 
buddmg: Reception mng through lo say my vls- 
itor had arrived. 
e v + a d v  

, h g  'up; ,dng sbMh 'Up (Bra to telephone 
sblsth: He mng up to apolagize. o We musl ring 
Jenny up mnwht. o Can you ringup thesturion lo 
check the train r i m ?  o My dad wm o m  sung up 
byso~c ln imrngloh?JohnLennon.  

Ring and rlng sb are also frequently used 
wlth this meaning. RLng up and rlng sb up are 
very common in spoken English. 
@v+sdv e v+nfpmn+adv + v+adv*n 

,ring ath 'up to record the cost of g& being 
bought in a shophtore on a mach~ne (a cash 
register); to make sales of the value mentioned: 
She mtw up thedrinks on the till. o Thecummny 
rang U ~ ~ L S  of $160 miHion ktyecsl: 
6 v+adv+n v*nlpmn+adv 

rinse lrmsl 
,rinse sth 'out 1 to make sth clean by washing It 
In water RutAJFnisM herrnfl~ and rinxdout 
hercupout u&r Ihe tap. o Rinwyour m u t h  out 
togetridof the he. Rinse 8th is aI80 used 
with the same meaning: 3~ quickly nn& her 
cup and phi@. 2 (also ,rime sth 'oul of 5th) to 
remove sth such as  soap h m  sth else with 
water: Learn the mndrliom on your hair (or 
lhseeminutesandthennnee~tout. 

wash Sth out 
Qv+nlpmn+adu + v+a&+n 

Zalsov+rdpmn+adv+prnp 

'tip ei sth toattack sthnolently and tear it or cut 
it: The bird rip& at its rim['$ t h m # .  o VFgura- 
liw) The hurricane Ore rrt their skin and rip& 
at their ctolhes. 
e v +  prep 

,fip 'Into sb/sth (wUh *)Ifor sthhr dolng sth) 
linformD to criticize sb in an angry way for sth 
they have done or said: He ripped inlo m for 
k i n g  late. 
FEE) lay Into sbMb (with nh) (hr sthlfDr dolng 
sth) 

Rip into sblsth can be used in the passive 
Q v + m  

,tip 'into!'through sbMh to go very quickly or 
violently into or through sblsth: An ccplosion 
rip@ thmuaA njaws&rey aparftnenl building. 
Q v +  prep 

,rip sb 'ofF(imfoml) to cheat sb, for example by 
charging them too much forsth, selling them sth 
of poor qua lit^ etc: The h n k  was& of rip 
ping off its cusmmers. o The tickets rwre wry 
expemiue, but the play wrns terribte. We felt we'd 
been r i p W  oa: 

Rip sb off is oflen used in the passive: The 
law prok t s  tenants fm beiw r i p e  off by 
landIords. 
+v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 
b 'rlM n [usually sM.1 (I-0 a situation 
where you pay too much for sth: sth that is not 
worth what you pay for it: They chawtdyou a 5  
for a T.shirt? What a riwB!o The mwl roas a! 

lotalrip+ff o ripoffprim 

+see a h  RIP-OFF ai RIP SBESTH OFF; RIP-OFF at 
RIP STH OFF 

,dp sblsth " ( i m r n o  to mw sWsth, by steal- 
ing ideas, designs, etc. especially in order to 
make money for y o m K  Another h n d  has 
rrppdoff owsong. o She maccllsedof ripping 
ofl other ~ p k ' s  ickw. 
g v + a & + n  + v+nlpn+adv 
b ' r l m ( o f  sth) n (tn$ormaO a copy of sth, espe 
ciaIly one that is not as good as the original: He 
haso stail ShatxZhdeslgner r i p f f s  (= clothes). 
-I S W c l h  RIP-OFF at RIP SB OFF; RIP-OFF at RIP 

STH OFF 

'rlp sth 'off (slang) to steal sth: Thieves broke in 
and ripped offfiuemmplrters. 
m nlck ath W E ,  slang) 
Qv+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 
b ' r l f ~ f f  n (informaP) an act of stealing 5th: It 
was a scandalous r ipof l  ofpublicfunds. 
+S@,?a!SaRIP-OPFaF RIP SR OFF; RIP-OFF& RIP 

SBlSTH OFF 

,dp sth 'off; ,rip sth 'off sbrsth to remove sth, 
especially clothing, verg q u i w  by pulling 
sharply: TkeJans m t y v i n g  fa ria hIsc[otks~$ 
o Sher ippd the~s twof f  the waIL 

War stR offoffar nth off sb/8* 
@v+nlpron+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,rip "through sth =RIP INMPPHAOUGH STH 

,dp sth 'up 1 to tear sth to pieces: I ripped #he let- 
ter up wrfhout d i n g  ft. 2 to pull sth quickly O r  
violently from the flwr or ground: A grrw 4f 
teenagers ripped up (awes and p l a n k  o We've 
rip& up theold carptsandplin.kf the walk. 
E3 tear 8th up 
+v+nlpmn+adv r v+adv+n 

,rise a ' h  sW ( w d t m )  4 to not be affected or 
lunited by problems, insults, etc: to be able to 
deal with problems: Shew@& lorkabbownPr 
dwobii~@. 2 to be toowise orgood todo sth wrong 
or to think or behaw ln the way other people do: 
He had an unusuaf rrbiliiy lo riw a b w  thepreju- 
dices of hls generation. o Them will always be 
gossip. You haw to try and rlseaboue ti. 3 to be 
better than other similar things: Her ar f rcb  
neverrise o h u e  She kwlof agossip column. 
e v + p r e p  

'rise to sth 1 todeal successfully with a situation 
or problem that you do not e m  or do not usu- 
ally have toface: Thejob luasn'tmsy but Sam w m  
ready to rise to the challenge. o ThegIny was a 
challenge for the attars but they ruse to ?he acre- 
slon. 2 to m c t  when sb is deliberately trying to 
make youangryorgetyou mterestdinsth: I d  
lrse to rm to that sort of comment. o I dectded to 
filter him and he rose lo the buit (= he reacted 
m the way that I wanted). 
0 V+PWP 

,rim 'up 1 (against sblsth) (formal) to start to 
fight a g a h t  or refuse to obey people in author- 
ity, for examplea government or king: T h w p l e  
rose up against the inmdem. E9 rebel (against 
sblsth) 2 (Iiremry) toappear as a tall shape above 
the surroundings: A magn@mnt palace rose UP 
before her 
g v + a d v  
t 'uprfslng n a situation in which a gmup or 
people join together to fight against or to refuse 
to obey people in author~ty: The uprising W 
ruthlessly sarpp&. 

,roll a'round (BrEalso ,roll 'round) (irbforma0 
(BrE also ,roll a'bout) to be laughing so much 
that that you Ean hardly control yourself: Her 
speech had ewryone rolling around with laugh- 
t e ~  2 (of a regular went) to arrive; to happen at 
the usual time: We haw to w h n  election 
time rolk around again. lEW come round, 
come around 
Q v+adv 

,roll sth 'back 1 to reduce the amount of influ- 
ence, power or importance that sth has; to 
change sth so that it is the opposite of what It 
was: They m determind to roll back union 
p o w  2 toreduce prim, wages, etc: Wemust roll 
b m k  injlution. E3Ql prlc~s 3 to make sth go back 
or further away: to roll back the frontiers of 
spacefscience o The former rnternational fooihl[ 
player rofIedbacktheywrs witha brillinntper- 
f o r m a w  h t  night (= he played as  he dld when 
he was younger). @FI frontiers 
&v+adv*n + v+pron+adv 4 v+n+adv(nrm) 

'rolltrack (of sth) n 1 (espxbUy AmE) a reduc- 
tlon or derrease m sth: a 2% rolI6nck in laxes 2 
(mmputing)areturn to the condition that existed 
before there was an error in a computer System 

,roll sth 'down 1 to open out a piece of clothing, 
etc. t hat has beenfolded over and over: Sherolled 
down her sleem. sleeves 2 to lower sth; to 
open a window in a car, espxially by turning a 
handle: He rolW down the car window and 
wavedlo us. ESJ car wlndOw 

roll sth up 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,roll 'In (iflormal) 1 to arrive in great n u m b  or 
quantibes: Wers of help mnlinlse to roll in. 2 to 
arrive somewhere, usually late and without 
being worried or sorry: Robfinally miled in at 
lunch lime. 
Qv+adv  

,mH 'on 1 (of time) to pass steadily: As W years 
rolled on thepuirtful memories began lo fa&. 2 to 
continue without changing very much: For the 
nexdfew U w e h  t k  debale r0lI.d on. 3 roll on... 
(BrE, i?&rmal) used to say that you wish sth 
would come soon: Rollonsmmer! 
+v+adv 
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,roll s b t h  'oUtIW-l, ewcinIlyAWta uee handle; toraisesth: Skt.rolledup thewimbwand 
sblsth to help you achiwe 5th: He rolZed out all droueofl EFLi car wlndow mll sth down 
his oldfriends to help him win the elmion, o The + v +a& + n + v + nlpron + adv 
Moscow Circus mlled out dancrng beum lo b 'toll-up n @rE, informi) a cigarette that you 
announce ikarrlvoi in North Ammica. make yourself by rolling tobacco in special 
$.v+adv*n + v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv wpm S r m n  lita roll-up. 

,roll sth 'out I to make a suhtance such as pat+ 
try flat and thinbymllingsthwer it:Rollautth romp / m ~ ; - m m p /  
Wiry With a roiling Pi% past? ,romp a'headla'way (Brm to make progress, 
dough 2 to unfold 8th that is in a mll and put ~t ,,,,, ,in q u i ~ y  and easily: ~k horn 
flat on the gmund: I roll& out my ~ l e e ~ l n g  bag mm to win by 3gwh. and crawkd in. E!PB roll Stt~ up 3 to officially 

 hi^ 1s mostly used in nmspapers, make a new product ava~lable to the public: The + Air Fom will rold out its newplarres in N o u e m k  
launch st+ ,romp "through sth WrE, infomat) to do sth 

v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 
EPl roll out the rscl 'mrpet (for 8b) to treat sb 
llke a very fmportantvisltor 
F 'rol l~ut II  an occasion when a company in& 
duces a new product: o roll.outoerensnny 

,roll 'over: ,roll sbisth 'over 1 (of a person) to 
turn fmm lying on one side of your body to the 
atherside; to move sb in this way: Sherolkdowr 
onto her back. o ImlIed the baby overand saf up. 
2(of avehicle+aboat, etc.) to turn onto i ts  sideor 
upside down; to move sth In this way: T h  cur 
rolled over into a ditch. 

turn mwr,hrrn sbhth over 
Qv+adv v+nlpron+adv 

,roll 8th 'war 1 W n o e )  to allow money that sb 
owes to be paid at a later date: Thgouernment 
Q@ to roll over the debt. BEZi debt, loan 2 
(BrR to add the prize money in a competition in 
a particular week to the prfze money the next 
week, if no one has won ~ t .  lrni. rueek's lottery 
jmkmt will h rolledwer untilnexi week. 
e v + a d v + n  + v+Wpmn+adv 
b 'rolbnr m 1 [CJ ( B r a  a prize of money in a 
competition that is formed by adding the prize 
from one week when no one has won it  to the 
prize for the next week: This uwek there is a 
rollaver of $14 million. o a roNowrjaekmttlwek 
t [U] Wraanoe) the act of allow~ng money that is 
owed to be paid at a later date 

,mil 'round (BrEj =ROLL AROUND 
,mil 'up li&rmaD to arrive: Hefirmlly m W  up 

nn Inour late. o Roll up! Roll up fir the gtwlest 
show on mrth! (= used to invite people who are 
passing to comeand form an audience) 
4 v+adv 

,roll 8th " P I  toturntheendof apieceof cloth- 
ing over andover to make it shorter He rolled up 
his sleeves and slarled w h i n g  the dishes. 
sleeves, tmusan EE3 mll 5th dwvn 2 to fold 
sth to make the shape of a tube or a ball: She 
mI& up the sleepln~ bag. mil sth out 3 to 
close the window in a mr, especially by turning a 

easily and quickly: S h e r o w  tfzmugh themrn 
~uestions. 
l5H Thls verb is mostly used in newspapers. 
Q v+prep 

root /ru*/ 
,mt a'mund; a'mndrthrough sth 

(BrErrlso , w t  a'bout, ,M a'bout sth) (for 8th) 
to move things around or turn them overto try to 
find sth: He m rwtingaround in t h d r a m o r  
his keys. 0 Somath~ng or somaone had been m P  
rng Ihmugh thepiksof rubbish. 
@v+adv*v+prep 

"ol for sbtsth ( i ~ i - m a b )  (rrsuully llsed in the 
progressIw lem) to support or encourage sb in 
a sports competition or when they are in a difi-  
cult situation. Good I&-I'llbe motingfiryou! 
Q v + m  

,root sb/sth a t  1 to Rnd the person or thing 
that is causing a problem and m o v e  or get rid 
of them. TlaegowrnmentIKIspmmisedmmotout 
police wrruption. o The h u b &  naQkers seem to 
have ken  rooted out. comptlon 2 (infor- 
m~tofindsb!sthwhenit tsnoteasy orittakesa 
long time: They eventually rw&d out two wit- 
ness&. o I'vegor some instructlonr forthe m m m  
somew- - I'll see ff I wn root them out. o I'll 
root out thephofo(oryou. E B  dIg sth th; hunt 
sth downlrmt 
Qv+adv+n v+pmn+adv v+n+adv(kssjk+ 

quertt) 
,d YhrouBh ~ t h  = ROOT AROUND, ROOT 

A R O U N D ~ H R O ~ G H  STH 

'M sb to sth if fear, shock, etc. nnrh mu to a 
pIaoe, it makes you unable to move: She stood 
mted ta the spot in horror + v + nlpmn + prep 

,root sth 'up to dig or pull up a plant. tree, etc. 
with its roots: Kids how bem rmting up plants 
and mmiw their namesan the m. 
Qv+adv+n + v+nrpmn+adv 
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,rope sb4In:,mpe sb'into sth;,mpe rb 'Into 
doing a t h ( i ~ o m ~ t o ~ u a d e s b t o ~ e ~ r t  
in an activity or to help you, even when they do 
not want to: We'll rope Colin in to help w. o l g o t  
roped inlo washingall the dirty dkhes. 
=This phrasal verb is often used in the 

.. ... 

'mud-up n [usually sing.] 'I a brief summaw 
of the mmt hpor tan t  point3 of news or sport, 
for example on a television or radio news pro- 
gramme: a news round-up 4 n mud-up  of the 
day's events 2 an act of bringing pmple or ani- 
mals together in one place: a m u d - u p  of wiid 
ponies o a round-upof swmts 

.round sth 'u.prdwnn (ta sth) to in- 
pdsbiw. 
Q v + nlpmn + a& + v+ adv + n v +dpmn + prep ' decrease a number to the next highest or lowest 

,mpa sth ,of to warateone 
whole number: He mundd the price down lo 
$900. o lblalsshould be rovn&d up fa thenearest 

with ropes, in order to stop people h m  entering urhoh numhr 
it. Tha scene of the crime had been row o g  

area 
@ v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

Rope sth off is often used in the passive. FUb ,mAbl 
+v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

,rub a'galnsi sbnth; ,rub 'up against sMth 
rot /mt:AnaE m?/ (4) If an an~mal rubs (up) against sblsth, it moves 

backwards and forwards and presses itself 
lwt a'wey towaduaXly decay: against themlit: The cat rubkd (up) ogrrinst her 

hadrotted aw4v. leas. 

,rough sth 'wt to draw or write the main parts 
of sth without including all the details: She 
roqhed out thedesign on rhe back of on enwbm. 
o I've roughed outafew &us for the h k .  
e v + a d v + n  v+pmn+adv r v*n+adv(&S 

fWU@W 
,mwgh sb 'up ( * r f m [ )  to hurt sb by hitthg or 

kicking them, especially in order to kighten or 
warn them. They didnY want lo kill hlm, j u t  
rough him up a little. o Lkmonstmtars chimed 
they had Lwn roughed up by the police. 
Q v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

round /ramdl 

,pound sih 'down (to 8th) = R o m n  STH U P ~ O W N  
im GTU\ ,"- -, 

,round sth ' d l  (AmEalso ,round sth 'oul)(wflh 
5th) toendoroomplete sth ina  satisfactory way: 
We rounded off the m l  with wflee. o The Iwm 
rowrdedofl a s m u l  w o n  with another bril- 
liant vrctory o The evening was mlrndedofl with 
a disco. EQi the day, the evenlng 2 to give a 
smwth curved shape to the edge of sth: I 
rounded off thewmen with s a n d p o w  
+v+adv+n v+nlprwr+adv 

'mund on sb to suddenly $@ angrily Eo $band 
criticize or attack them: He rounded on her 
angrily and told her to keep her mouth shut. 
Q v + P ~ ~ P  

,round sth 'out (AmE) =ROUND STH OFF 1 

~ - v + m p  + v+a**prep 
,rub a'long (wsth sMog&her) (BrE, inform0 to 

live or work together with sb in a satisfactow 
way: We rubalong aU right mith the neighbows. 
E!T) get &along (wlth sbhguther) 
+v+adv 

,rub sb/sth 'dwm; ,rub p ~ r s e H  'down to 
rub the skin of a person, an anlrnal, etc, with sth 
such as a towel, to make it clean and dry: She 
rubbed herself down with a lowel. omer a e r -  
cbrewch horse must berubhddown, 
Qv+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 
b 'rub-dm n [usually sing.] an act of rubbing 
sblsth you13eIf witha towel,forexample 
-#s~~?~!soRUB-DOWN at RUB STH DOWN 

,rub sth 'down 1 ( ~ ~ i a l l y  BrD to make sth 
clean by wiping it with a cloth, etc: Rub fh M~L% 
down welt blow puiniing them. 2 to make the 
surface of 5th smooth by rubbing it with special 
paper, etc: He r u b M  the urwdwork down wllh 
sandpapr 
Qv+dpron+adv + v+&+n 
b 'madown n [usually sing.] (esp@cially Ern 1 
an act o f  cleaning the surface of sth with a cloth, 
etc 2 an act of rubbing the surface of sth to 
make it smooth 
+ S W U ~  RUB-DOWN at RUE SBlSTH DOWN, RUB 
YOURSELF DOWN 

,rub sth 'In to say sthto sb which reminds themof 
sth that they feel embarrassed or guilty about 
and would like to forget: I a l d y  know it my 
fault - there's no nmd to mb it In, o Wms he hy- 
ingngmb in thefact that hedidrr't iikeme? 
mlt 

,round sbMh 'up to bring together a number of Rub sth in is not used in the mssiw 
pwple* animals or objects in one place: i% @ + nlpron +a& + v + adv + n 
up cattklsheep o 5% gang were r o u d d  UP and 113151 rub &"s 'no- In R to remind sb of sth they 
put mjafl. 0 (humorow) ~ e ' u e r o ~ ~  upsom tee]. ernbarsassed or guilty about and would like 
goad speakers for the mnfemm. to forget 
Qr+abr+n  + v+nlprnn+adv 





,run a'wey with sth * to win sth clearly or tlrepjecbmhl: 
easily: Their ream are running aurtry with the +see also R U N ~ O W  at a u ~  DOWN, RUN STH DOWN 
champlomhip o She m n  away with the show & v + oreo r v + r d m  + nrnn - - -  7 - F  

(= she was easi?v the best mrformer). 2 (ape- ,run s b t h  'down 1 (of a vehicle or itsdriwr)to 
C ~ I ~ Y  ( a h J  ,run 'off wwh Sth) to escape h ~ t  a person or an animal and knmk themlit to with 9th that you have stolen or taken without theground: ~ony, asking: The treasurer ran ornay with all the yo, neor~y - down t h t  -trian, fmds. 3(in&rmaO to bellevestb that is not true: knmk sb do*vn; knock sb -r this mnY araaY with the fdw *hat e m t h i n g  meaning run sbtnth down is often used In the 
luas perfm in Our nrarria@ Idea, Impres- passive. It can also sumest that the driver of the -Ir.. m,w, + l$v+adu+pmp 
3 v + a&+ prep + noun 

,run sth 'byrpest S b ( i ~ m r ) t o s h o w s b s t h o r  
tell them about an 1dw, a proposal, etc. in order 
to get thelr reaction to it: I'ue got a m  jdeas I'd 
like to run by you. o Run that past meagain. 
@ v+ nlpmn + prep 

,mn 'down; ,run sth ' d m  1 to lose wwer or 
stop working; to make sth do thk lthink the h t -  
h i e s  are runnlng down. o @  you h u e  your 
headlkhts on, you'll run the hebnnery down. IBwjl 

battery 2 to stop hnctioning gradually or 
become smaller in size or number; to make sth 
do this: Oil supplies in tRewghn wilIsiar6 to run 
down in the next M, o The company am run- 
ningdown their operaflow in the UK. 
+v+adv v+dpron+allv + v+adv*n 
b 'mndown (Inlaf sth) n [usually sing.] (BE) 1 a 
rrductlon in the sue, number, amountorkmr t -  
ance or sth: ThpubIica~mpIainingabout the 
rundown N health services. 3 a description or an 
explanation of sth, especially the maln potnts: a 
rundown of thehistory of tnch team 
9 WU!SO RUNDOWN at RUN DOWN STH, RUM BTH 
DOWN STH 
b , r u n - ' d m  m$i 1 (of a building or an area) in 
poDr condition; that has not k e n  lwked after a 
rundown a m  of lhst  London 2 (of a business, 
etc.) not as busy orasactive as lt used to be3 [not 
Wore noun1 (of a p m n )  tired, weak and not in 
gwd health after having worked too hard, etc: 
I'mfeeIinga bit run&wn. 
* S e e t r h  RUNDOWN at RUN DOWN STH, RUN STH 
DOWN STH 

,run "own sth H a liquid runs down a surface, 
it n o w  downwards over It: Tears uwe mmkg 
down hischeeks. 
c8 v+omn - r -r 

,run ' d m  sth; ,run sth *down sih 1 to look 
quickly at a list: to quickly read and mention the 
items on it: Her eyes mn down thefigurns on fhe 
po~e. o She mn her wm down thepage. 2 topass, 
or to make sth pass, downwards over a surface: 
She tun herfinger down the mRe. 

vehicleintended to hlt the person or animal: The 
oficerchiiewed Ihe thlef and tried to m k e  the 
curstop, but thedtrwr run hlmdown. -t s w a b  
RUN SB/STH OVER 2 to Critiche sblsth in an 
unkind way: She 3 alzuays running her husband 
down in ~%nt of their friends. E?B disparage 
sblsthIforma~kREU In thlsmeaningmn sWsth 
down is not used In the passwe. + see nko Run 
YOURSELF DOWN 3 to find sblsth after looking for 
a long t h e :  WnoIly m n  the book down zn the ml- 
lege libram IF5  track shim d m ;  trace 
sblsth W In this meaning run sblsth down is 
not used in the passive. 
+v+n/pron+adv v+adv+n 

,run yourself '@own to criticize yourseK, onen 
unfairly: You "re always mnningyourse~dom! 
~ S # ~ L S O R U N  SBlSTH DOWN 2 
Au+nrnn+arhr " ".-. --. 
,mn 'in; ,run 'Into sth (AmE+ imrmtrl) to visit sb 

for a short time in an informal way; to go wme- 
where quickly on yout way to somewhere else: 
1'11 run in on my way home. o Con you run into 
IhedrycIarner's on your way to wrk? 
@v+adv * v+prep 

,run sb 'In (okdfashIonerl, i&-mnIj to arrest sb 
and take them to a police station: She was nur in 
l o t  shoplifting. 
@v+nlpron+adv + v+BdV+n(m) 
b "run-in n 1 ( W h  sb) (itformal) an argument or 
a quarrel: Ihnd a run-in with my mum thtsevan- 
iw. 2 2also 'IIIMIP) (to 8th) (BfEj a period of 
preparation just before an event takes place: the 
finnl run-in to the WorM Cup 3 the action of 
approaching sth or the distanoe you cwes: the 
final run-in lo the target 

,run sb 'In;,run sb 'Into athr... t o t a k e s b b y w  
to the centre of town, etc: I &logo &to town. 
Con you run m in? 

v+ nlpmn + adv * v + nlpmn +prep 
,run sth 'hl (BrE) Eh the past) to drive a vehicle 

slowly and carefully when it is new so that you 
do not damage the engine: I h  not going on 
molormysunt~dl 'uerunthmin.  
&v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

'rundown (on/of ~ t h )  i [ u d y  sing.] an ,run 'into sb tomee t  sbbychan~e: C ~ ~ S S  t t h o ~  

explanation ora description of  sth: Imngiwyou into M a ~ ? o  You mmb ~ J - J  inlo wP* w 
a brief rundown on each of the job a p p l m a .  o know in London 
We would like aJull rundown on the progress of bump Into *b (mrman 

Q V + P ~ P  

!z43 run out 
,,,, ,,I.l-...... _ .. .+ .......I.....................II-,............. -. ---............ 

*run Into b t h ;  'run sth lnto sb/sth to acci- ficult to write, such as a pwm, speech, etc. 
dentally crash lnto sblsth; to make a vehicle do quickly and e a s m  She mn fl afiWtkrrpeech 
this: The mr wen1 out of mntrol and ran 1nCo a in m t i m a t  all. 
h . 0  TklonykhindmninlothebXkof me(= +r+adv+n r v+nlpmn+& 

my car). o He mn hrs cur inio a tm. ,run 'off with sb; ,run 'off together = RUN 

+ v + p ~ p  + v + @ m n + p ~ p  AWAYIUW WITH SB, RUN AWAY~OFF TOGETHER 

'run lnto sth 1 to meet or enter an area of had ,mn 'off sth =RUN RrITH 2 
weather while travelling: We m into n m h  of 
thkkfog just cw&fd& the cily. bed vreather 2 
to experience difficulties or problems: We ran 
inloproblems rightmrn the kginningof shepro- 
ject. EE3 trouble, dlfficuttles, pmblems, oppo* 
I o n  3 to reach a partlcularlevel or amount' Th@ 
bill w ~ l l  sun info hundredsof fmund% 4 If things 
run into each other, or sth runs into sth else, 
theyjom so that they canonly beseparated with 
diff~culty: Itrted toexploirr, but my wrdsaI1 ran 
znto each 0 t h ~  
O V + P ~ P  

,run sb 'hh d l  =RUN SB IN,RUN SB 1NTO STH 

'lwn sth into sbl~th =RUNINTQ SBlSTH, RUN STH 
INTO SRlSTH 

,run 'off 1 to mow quickly may h r n  sbh place: 
to escape from sWa place: The $hi.$ mn q(f dawn 
a side streel, o  the^ ran off Inwhing. + see a h  
RUN AWAY 12 lo leave a place secretly: Shemn fl 
tn the middleof thnight. +see o h  RUN AWAY 2 
+S@@a!S0 FUN AWAY~OFF,RWN AWAY~DFF WITH S A ,  
RUN AWAY~OFF TOGETHFJR 
e v + a d v  

,run 'otf; ,run 'off dh  if a road, path, etc. runs 
off or runs off a place. it leads away Erom it: Can 
you see that road running off ta the rjgkt?o SW 
mldoors ranafl thecorridor 
+v*achr + v + p q  

,run 'oft ,run 'off wlth sb; , ~ n  'off together 
= RUN AWAYhPP, R U N  AWAY~OPF WITH S H ,  RUM 
AWAY~OFP TOGETHER 

,run 'off sMth to drain or flow sWsth: 
Water er oolf thefields inlo the ~ 1 1 ~  o S W  
wasrrmnlngoflk  
mwater ,  sweat 
e v + w e v  

' r u n 4  n [CJ (tmhniaro rain, water or other 
liquld that runs off land and into rivers, e t t  

,nun 'off sth; ,run sth 'off sth (of a machine, 
et t )  to use a part~culartype of power in order to 
operate a machine: The oulbwrd motor rum off 
an ordlna?~ cur battery 
+see also RUN ON STH, RUN STH ON STH 
+v+prap + v+nlprwr+prap 

,run ~ U I  'off 1 to prodm copiss of a piece of 
wcltmp, etc, on a machine: They mn OF hun- 
dreds of wpiap of the leq(Ie1. o Can you run thae 
l e t m  off for met- In informal spoken lan- 
guagemsboff s t h a n d m n s b s t h  offareah 
used' I'll just run you og  a mpr- o I'lI run you a 
copy fl nom X to produce sth that 1s usually dif- 

,run 'on 1 to continue to m in the same dime 
tion: I'II stup here, you run on ahead. 2 to arn- 
tlnue longer than is necessary or e: I 
don't w l  the meefing to run on. 3 ( a b u t  sib) 
(espeanlly AmE) to continue talking for a long 
t i e  about unimportant things: She does 6rmd io 
runon!o Sheranon withgraarenthwinsmabout 
her htmt project 4 [+ advlprep] (of a mad or a 
track) to m t l n u e  in the same dmction: The 
road m o n  ~ n m  the-rl. 5 (of a line of text) to 
continue into the next line: This l i n e m  on into 
the next verseof thepaem. 
Isr*) goon 
Qv+adu 

'run on if your thoughts etc. ran on a p%r- 
t ~cu la r  subject, you think or talk a b u t  it  a lot: 
Her thoughts kept running on their h i  meting. 
Q v + prep 

'nm on sth 'run 8th on ath to use a parH& 
type of power or fuel to make a machine or a 
vehicle work: You mn run l h ~  m r  on any @@ of 
unhukdpttrol. 
3 SrWol.90 RUN O W  STH. RUN STH OFT 6TH 
+v+prep v+nlpKm+pmp 

,run 'out 1 if a supply of 8th rnna oat. It is fi- 
ished or used up: I'm gotw t~ h p  
until mymoneyrunsout. o Wr??kweto~tq~k.kb  
assime~smnn&qour o Onedayhlshck wiil nm 
out. o M y  pattern wilh her suddenly mn out. 
B rnone)., ptml, Zlw, luek, pallen- 2 ( a h  
,run 'out of sth) if a person or a machine 
out of a supply of sth, they finish lt or use it all 
up: We're running out of m o w .  o Could you @ 
some mom mllk? We'ue run out. o I've run out of 
patiencewilhher: o You'uemnoWof s p m o n h  
disk. o The hnd sewrs lo haua run out of ideas. 
EEi money, ideas, m, patience, tkme 3 if a 
contract or other legal document runs out, it i s  
no longer valid: His mntma 1~~1th the club ruW 
out at the end of the mmn.  EE) explm Emom 
f i rma0 
~v+adv2a l sav+&+prep  
UZl ,mn out d 'steam (ii@muO to have IESS 
energy and enthusiasm and stop doing 5th or do 
it less well: Im oa of steam ham up thehehill. 
o Thecampofgn semu to haue run out of steMlteMl 

,run sb 'out: ,run sb 'out of stht ... (eswriolly 
A m  to force sb to leave a place: He wrwd io run 
them out of bwn.  + v+nlpron+adv e r+cllpmn*adv+prep 





,sack 'out f&-tzl%, i d o m 0  to lie down bo rest or 
relax: We swkd out on the much and wickd a 
video. 
gv+adv  

saddle p d j  

,saddle 'up; ,saddle sth 'up to preparetoride a 
horse by placing a leather seat (a saddle) on it: 
have yo us odd^ UP the homyetPo Saddle up, 
we're leaving rightaway. 
F5Ei horse 
&v+adv v+adv+n b v+nlpmn+adv 

'saddle sb&ourself wlth sbEsth; "saddle 
sb!yourself with doing 8th to give sbmur- 
seK adimcult or  unpleasant task ormsponsibil- 
ity to deal with. I've hwn seddIwI with my 
brother's kldsfir the m k e d  (= I have to take 
care of them). o He had saddled himsew with 
huge deb&. o I'ue b m  &died w&th organizing 
the cuderem, 
E9 land s b l y o u d  wfth sblsth, land sb/ 
youraeK wlth h l n g  ath 

Sadale sb with sWth is often used in the 
passive. 
0 v* nlpmn + prep 

salt / $ 3 : 1 t , ~ r ~ a ~ ~ m i t /  

,salt sth a'way to save m o n e ~  etc. for thefuture, 
often secretly or  dishonestly: He c l n M s h e  hnd 
salted mow otwy in m i l ,  o $10 billion had 
bemalt& a m y  in banks. 
EZi  money 
+v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

sand /*nd/ 

,sand sth 'down to make sth smooth by rubbing 
it withsbmng,mugh paper: Sandlhedwrsdown 
beforeyoumint t h m .  

Sand sth can be used with the same man- 
inp: Sand the abrs  bq3rayouwhtlhem. 
6 v+nlpmn+adv * v+adu+n 

sandwich p a n m ,  -wrd3/ 

'sandwleh sbBth ImWaen s b t h  to fit 
sth/sb intoa wrysrnall spacebetween twoother 
things or  m p l e :  I lwrs sandurichad &ween lurr 
large men on the hwk seut. o The shop is mRd- 
ruiched beiween a bunkanda mfi. 
=Sandwich sbtsth between sWsth is 
nearly always used edn the passlve. 
Q v+ nlpmn + prep 

,aandwleh A and B to'gether(with ahltonut 
safeguard /'mJ~a:B:AmE-ga&/ sth between two things To join them: ~ondu%h 

thecakes together wtth c m m .  
,safeguard awht 8th: ,sateguard Qv*nlpmn+adv*v+adu+n 

sbtsthyoyoumelf a'galnst sth(formafi topre- 
vent sth had from happening to sth; to keedsth 8aVe lservl " - .  safe from harm or damage: Safigunrd agaiwt 
ihpfl msiorIiwcr buefor aInrm, The 'Sam on sth;'aave eth on fihtouselessof sth 
SIIOWS mu how to m ~ e g u a d  your bm wains 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ ? C f ~  electrical danmm and accidpnk + v+ Prep v +  nlpmn + prep 

sail I&/ 
,sail 'through; ,sail 'through sth tosu-in 

an examination, a test, etc, very easily: She 
miIBdthrough h m m l  mms. 
E L  exam 
Qv+adv r v + p w  

sally t d i !  (sallies, sallying, ra~i~ed, U ~ I I I ~ )  

,sally 'forth (also ,sally 'OM Cess frcqwnt) (OW 
firshbned or  l ikmry) to Ieave a place in  a deter- 
mined or enthusiastic way: &fm lunch s h  
salIiedforfhfor a short m l k .  
Qv+adv 

save s o n  thewsf of an adult ticket. 
&v+prep * v+nlpmn+pmp 

,save 'up: ,Save 8th 'Up (for 8th) to kern rour 
money instead of spendl& it, especially because 
you want to buy a particular thing: She'ssnviw 
up for a new mmputeK o I xswd up all my wages 
to buy mypamnssnpresenf. 
=Save and save 6th are used more fre 
qucntly with this meanlag, esp~cially in  more 
formal English. 
Qv+adv a v+adv+n 4 v+n/prm+adv 

,save ath 'up to keep sth to use or enjoy in the 
future: I save up the week's n e m p m s  bo read at 
weekends. 
W Save sth Is used more frequently with this 
mcaning, especially in moreformal English. 
@v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

Saw /w:/ (&, rawn I d ,  AmEaLm ,Mare sbhm 'off =SCARE ~ & T H  AWAY~OFP 

s a d . & )  .scam 'up 8th; ,scare It, him, etc. 'up(AmE+ 

,saw 5th 'dowil to cut sth down and bring it to 
the ground, using a tool with a long blade and 
sharp points along the &e (a saw): We had io 
saw down two trees. 
m tres 
+v+adv+n + v+dpw+adv  

,saw sth 'oft: ,saw 5th 'off s4h to m o v e  sth 
from sth by cutt~ng ~t with a tool with a long 
blade and sharp polnts along the edge (a saw): 1 
s a d  the lower branches off tlreqpple tm. 
EE branch 
@v+nfpmn+adw v+adv*n v+nlpmn+prep 
b 'sawnoff (Bra  ( A M  's- [only before 
noun] (of a gun) having had thc long tube 
through which the bullets are  fired, (the barrel), 
cut short: asawnoff shobfln 

,saw s th  'up (into ) tocut  sth i n t D p i m  using a 
toolwitha long blade and sharppaints alongone 
edge (a saw): All the tm uwresawn up into logs. 
&v+adv+n r v+nlpron+sdv 

' 1nf10-D to find sblsth or  to  make sth by using 
whatever is available: I'll m if I mn scare up 
enough chnlrs for us all. o 171 f?y tomre up soma 
friends #a m m e a d  help us. 

A noun must a lwap  follow up, but a p m  
noun comes between theverb and up. 
@ v + adv + n + v + pmn + adv ( l e s s f w m t )  

SCOOP Iskwpl 

ascoop sth 'Out 1 (also ,scoop 8th 'out of h ) t o  
remove sth from the inside of sth else using a 
curved tool, such as a spwn, or your hand: Smop 
aIlthe&outof thafrurt. El d s , f l e s h 2  to 
make sth hollow by m o v i n g  the inside with a 
curved tool such as a spoon. Frrst s m p  out !he 
melon using a spwn EE) hollow sth out 
4 1 v+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n + 

v +nlpron +adv + prep 
Zv+adv+n r v+nlpron+adv 

,scoop sbfsth 'up to move or lift sWsth wing a 
quick continuous movement: J mP?d up 0 

scale Iske~lI hndfuifu~ of sweets. c She m p e d  the baby up tnlo 
her arms. 

,scale 9th 'down IAmEalso ,-Is uth 'back) to 
+ adr + + nlpmn + adv 

reduce sth in size or  importance. The company 
has a . ~ e d  &wn ik mining program- ,SCOOP sth 'UP to win or get 8th easily, especially 

yea,: o PoIh are -ling down the w r r h  for the a large sum money Or a prize: * Demmmt 

attacker. o Jonnie's mis were a sca!&&wn wr- ~ r 4 Y  QMO& Wforrrmhof theseah. 
swnof hisfath@r's. EEi d s ,  prlzw 

programme, proleet mh Hh up EEU Scoop ~ t h  m also b used with the same 
(less frequent) mcnnin~ The mouiesc0o~nineC)scars. 

&v+adv*n +v+nlpmn+adv @v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

.scale sth 'up to lncreasethesizeorimwrtan~e of =enfit ,ck,l.t, 
' sth: ~ e ' r e d & i d i ~ h o m t o m ~ e u p o ~ o ~  -----'-"-' 

scale sth down ,scoot 'over ( A d ,  *IformnD to move alW On a 
@v+adv+n +v*nlpmn+adv seat to make mom for another person: Scwl wer  

nnrl mkp m m  for VOW sister o ~ m t i w )  . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Scare lskea(rhAmEsker/ Scwt ouec men! Women golfem are on the 

,scare s h t h  a'wayrofCt~makesWsthka~ or  increme. 
stay away by frightening them: She &a w h b  z+z- 
tle ta smre away her atfutkm o The now? =red 
the birdsofl 
SEX) frighten sblsth awaylBn(esp?&lly BrE) 

iskaup;AmEskoupl 

&v+adu+n + v+nlpmn+adv ,Scope s h t h  'Out (AmE, wormall to Iwk for 

asare sb into Isam sb ["to doing sth s'blsth interesting or  attractive; to search out 

to make sb do sth by frightening them: Her Sblsth: WeXQ@o~tap lnceb  S@ theweekend. 
I h t s p n a l l y  s c a d  him into miion. c He was *  ad^+" v*nlPron+adv 

scared into signing a mnfmion. score / S W ~ ) I  
Qv+n!pron+prep 
,Ware sb 'off to accidentally make sb  m i d  of 'score off Sb (esmially Brm to show that you 

or  nervous about sth they were planning to do: "e better than sb, e s ~ e c i w  bp making clever 

M~ hutlstom mm m& off 4~ remarks, for example in a n  argument: He's 

Don'tact ctloo ~n#mtedoryou'IImrehim og (=  a ~ [ w a y s  t t r y i n ~  lo m m ~ f l  his ~o[.kWues 

boyfriend). Q V + P ~ P  

)BXII) M g M  8b aff(espcinlly BrEj ,sore 8th 'ouVthmugh (Bre) todrawal inem 
Q v+nlpron+adv * v+adv+n linesthroughsth m a  text toshowthat youdenot 
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want it: The laPtparsgmph had km mredouL ,serapa 'through: ,scrape 'through sth to 
o He Reallyl;mrcd through #he word 'impossibk'. succeed with difficulty in doingsth, especially in 
W cross 8th wWhrough;deIeto sth passing an exam: I mghf  m p e  through (the 
@ v+adv+n 4 v+n+adv(rare) wrn) !f Jh lucky. 0 She just scrnped thmwh 

lawschool. 
scout tskautl EQ exam 

,scout a'rwnd; ,scout a'round sth C&Eab  * 
,-vt 'mud, ,scout 'mund d h )  (for mbhth) to ascrape sth ~ ~ ~ e r @ ~ , s f m ~  Mh 'UP k . ~  
search an area or different plafes to ~ l y  to find f ~ w n t )  to obtain or Cdect sth such as an 
sblsth: I?Igoundmut aroundfiorsom water: amount of money with dficult~: TIMY m m g e d  
Qv+adv 4 v+pmp toscmw ik1g@th~r$lZ~Wandprin.kd3~~mp~ of 

,s~out SMI 'out to out what eth 11 1 ~ o  or ~y~~~~~ lCmpd mOugh muy 
where 6th is, by searching: A &am imvelled to 
Momw 10 m u t  orrlpossiblephws for a meeting * '+ wv*n/m+adv 
o Thewmmny ismutingout husimopportun- 
~tles nn VieIraam scratch 1-1 
+v+adv+n + v+n/prwr+adv ,scratch a'round @ r E a h  .scratch anbout) (for 

a h 1  to search for sth in a bay that is not '&y 
sera bble /'skrebI{ organized. by looking at dtfferent things, look- 
,wra b ble s'raund (BrE a b  .s~ratrble a'bout, i"p '" the He wuScMtch@umrurd 

,sotabbb 'round) (hr 8th) to use your fingers to OnthegmuMfir cLues. 
search For sth quickly or with difficulty: She Qv+adv 

mbbledawund ~n her h g f o r h e r n h .  ,scratch ath 'off; .scratch d h  'off sth to 

,scrabble at sth to scratch at ~ t h  with m n d ,  
burslpd momentg:  She was scrabbling at t h  
wr lh  with herfingem. 
@ v +  prep 

scrape t s l a e ~ p t  

,arcrape 'by (on ah) to manage to live on the 
money you ham althouph you donot have much: 
Imn jus twage by on what myparenrsgiw me. 
+v+adv 

,*rape 'In: ,scrape; 'Into sth (i9r.E) to manage 
to pet a job, a posit ion, a place at college, etc, but 
withdficu1ty:Ijusf managed doscrape into uni- 
versity. o H e x r a w d i n  with 1BDuofes. o Ourteam 
jusiscmpedfntothesemi-JTnals. 
+v+adv + v+prep 

.scrape sth 'off, ,scrape 8th 'off sth to 
remove sth from a surface by moving 5th sharp 
and hard Irke a knife a-s it: He spent all doy 
s c r u p i ~ p a i n t o ~  the mlb 
@v+nlpron*adv * v+adv+n + v+n/pron+prap 

,serape sth 'out 1 ( a h , ~ r a p e  sth 'out of sth) 
to removc sth fmm the inside of 5th else using 
sth sharp and bard like a knife: IscmpedalI the 
ma3 out of the melon. o He scraped out the bow[ 
I= removed everything from it) with a tempoon 2 
(AmE) to just manage to make enough money ta 
live: He scraped oat a living by dmwing cur- 
loonsfor h l n e w s p a m .  E E  Iklng, e x l s h c e  
e v + a d v + n  r v+n/pron+adv 

1 ~ov+nlpron+a&+prep 

- .  
remove 8th from a surfaoe by rubbing with your 
nails, etc: She scmtckRd the paint off lo see w h t  
LmS ~ ~ ~ n e a s h .  
ev+nlpmn+adv r v+adu+n + v+n/pron+prep 

,scratch ~ t h  'out to remove a word, esgPcially a 
name,fmrnsth written,usually by puttinga I n e  
through it: Their names had been srroicherIout. 
+v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 

scream iskrlml 

3Cream 'out (fw sth) to be very obvious or 
noticeable; to demand attention: The m k & h  
j r r s r m m o u t a t y m .  o Themke mxream~ng  
out to beeaten. 
gv+adv  

screen  ISM^^ 
,acreen sth 'Off to separate or hide an area of a 
room etc, from another area by putting a tall 
piece of furniture or equipment in front of it or 
around it: Part of the room had been screenad@ 
with a curtain. 

Screen sth off is often useU in the passive. 
6 v+adv+n 4 v+n/pron+adv 

,Screen s h t h  'out to decide not to include 
shlsth,ornot to allowsb tofoinan organization, 
enter acountw etc. because you think they may 
not &suitable or may cause trouble: Unsuitable 
mndldntes were srraened wt. oHis  job to 
scmn out inqulrfes unlikely to result fn u saQ o 
Imumnw mmmnies often screen o u l m p k  
are high risk. 
&v+adv+n + v+n+adv(hs )kqmt )  

v+pm+abv 

,=n sth 'out to prevent sth harm h m  , s c m  sb 'Up(slang) tomakesbpoupset or con- 
entering or going through sth: H is essential lo fu&ed that they are unable to deal with problems 
m n  out ultraviolet mys. o A window blind mill in life: Herparents haw reully s c t e d  her up. 

' scmnoub loo much light. BFQ mess sb up  

@v+adv+n 4 v+n+adv(IacsfPwuent) • +v+nlpton+achr + v+adv+n 

v + pion + adv b , $ e m - ' u p  ad] (inforrrml) upset and arm- 
ious, especially because of sth bad that has hap 

,screw a'round (A, sfang) 1 to have s e ~  with a 
lot of ditYeent people aem A more polite, infor- 
mal way to say this ~sstcep around. 2 W  to 
waste time dolng siUy or useless activltles: Slop 
screwingaroundanddu some t u o r k l m  A mom 
mlite, l n f o r d  way to say this is mess around, 
or, in British English, mess about. + v+adv 

,screw sb a'mund (BrE, A . s W t o t r e a t s b  in 
a way that is deliberatelynot helpful to them or 
wastes their trme: Stop srrpwing me around and 
tell me the truth1 

A more polite, informal way of ~ y l n g  this 
is mess sb abouUmnd (BrG). 
Q v + nlpmn + adv 

,screw sth Wown to attach sth 13rntly to sth else 
us~ng  screws: .%r@zu the heid of the box down 

pened to you in the past: a screwed-up kid 
+ seel~lmsc~~wsn-v~atsc~sw srn UP 

,screw sXh 'up 1 (Brmto squeeze Sth into a tight 
ball: She screwed rap the note and threw it away 

paper, letter E?R I E N ~ C ~  sth up 2 if you 
screw up your eyes or your face, you tighten the 
muscles beeause you are In pain, the lrght is too 
brlght, face. eyes etc: Hescrewed h b f m i n  dwmt Eid 

@v+a&+n + ~+nlpmn*adv 
screw up ywr  'cwrago ( e s r n l &  BrE) to 

force yourself to be brave enough to do sth: I 
finally m u r e d  up my couragennd m t  lo the 
den t is l  
b ,serewed-'up udj (BrE) squeezed and *ed 
into a ball: a scmwad-up sheet ofpper 

see also SCREWED-UP at scuaw sR UP 

securely. 
@v+nEpmn+adv + v+adv+n ,scribble sth 'down to write sth qulckly and 

.screw sth ,on; mtofa ~m carelesslyy: hor m d  She scribbhd down bhe directions on 

the top on a mntainer by twisting it around: Is '&t+-aa*+n v+ nlpmn + 

the tou s c m d o n  tighify? 
Bl lid, top 
+r+nlpron+adv + v+artu+n 4 v+nlpmn+prep 

have your head sc- on (dgMnhe rIgM 
way) (irlformafl to be a sensible person 

,screw sb 'ovt of sth (slang) to cheat sb and 
prevent them from having sth that they should 
have: She tried lo screw him out a f  his wlnniflg~. 
-A m o p  polite way to say this is cheat sb 
out of sth. 
Qv+dpron+adv+prep 

,screw sth 'out of sb (skmg) ta form sb to give 
you sth, to get sth from sb with great difficulty: 
They screzmd themoney out of her by IhreUt-HliW 
to hLt her 
4 v + nlpmn + &+ prep 

, s c m  sb 'over WmE, A, slang) to trick sb in 
order to obtain 8th valuable from them: to treat 
sb badly, especially by deceiving them: He 
s r r e d  her over and LDDk a11 her mow: 
& v + n / p + a d v  + v+adv+n 

,screw 'up: , s c m  9th 'up (slung, evmhIlu 
Am&') to dosthbadly or spoil sth: IruapSryinglo 
be helpful, but I screwed up again. o She screwti 
up upfl t l  bhemngemenk 
Isvu) mess up, mess sth up  
g v + a d u  + v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 
e 'sc-pn (slang, especiafly ArnE)asituation 
that has been dealt with very badly; a bad mis- 
take: There am a mwup OW the bookings. 

,acmll 'd0~U'up (rwnputingl to move downlup 
orbackwards(forwards in the text onammputer 
scmn so that you can read dillerent p ~ - t ~  of It: 
S h e m l k i  down to theendof t h e d ~ m n l .  
+v+adv 

scrounge /skramW 

,scrounge a'round (fM 8th) (AM, itlforml) ta 
search around in diprent places for sth, e s w  
cially if it is difficult to find or there is not much 
available: He scroungd around in his &k 
dmwr for amper clip. 
@ v + &  

,scrub 'in (AmE) =SCRUB UP 

,scrub 8th 'oft: ,%rub sth 'off sth to remove 
sth from the surface of sth by mbbhg it hard 
wi tha  brush,etc: ~mbalffRrrSmudqfSUleraolls. 
&v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 4 v+nlpron+prep 

,scrub sth 'out to dean the inside of sth by wb- 
bing it hard with a brush and u s d y  with SMp 
and water: HescnrBWoul thewm and Wt them 
to dmin. o The cupBwrds rrm srru bbed out e ~ f Y  
week. 
@v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adu 



,scrub 'Up Iwcc ia l l~  Bri!J (Am us*runlIy ,=rub See sb out, see sb oat of sth are wed 
'In) (of a doctor. nurse. etc.) to wash your hands much more &n than these verbs. 
and arms vem thoroughly before performing a +see a h  SEE sstour, SEE SB/YOURIELF OUT OF STH 
medical operation: The s u m n  m b M  up wid 6 v + nl~mn + edv r v +  nloron + weo - .  r -- 
~ ~ t o n h i s g ' m ,  ~ ~ ~ ~ k i d  toscrub i n f o r s h ~ .  ,Me dh  'In If you see Inan -~ion such as New 
+v+adv Year, you are there when it happens: They saw in 

scrub '"pwa'llE s b l s t h ~ ~ u ~ ~ l l + ~ ~  IheNew Yearwithfriends. o He Hwdlong@nough 
look very attractive when they are cleanand tidy lo see in hnaw milleno-, 

scrunch I S I W A ~ ~ J ~  

,scrunch sth 'up lit(forma0 1 to squeeze sth 
into a small round shape in your hands: He 
scrunchedupthepieceof papwandthmw itot me. 
ESl papet, l%*r 2 to twist your face or part of 
it into a duTeren t shape: He m m u p  h b m ,  
t rym~ to cancenimte. fa-, eyes + v+adv+n + v+nlpson+adv 

seal ISPJ~ 

,Seal ~ t h  'In to keep 5th inside a container so that 
none of it can e p e :  Thefoilpmket seals in the 
Jamar: 
e v + a d v + n  r v+nlpmn+adv 

,-a1 sth 'off if the police, the arm% etc seal a 
Place or an area off, they put barriers there to 
~ r e w n t  anyone h m  entering ik ~ k p ~ ~ i c e  haw 
smL?doff the lown centre. o h l  off all the exits! 
E L  area, mad, bulldlng 
@ v+adv+n + v + n + a d v ( h h m t ) ,  

v+pmn+adv 
,seal sth 'up 4 to close an envelope, etc. by stick- 
ing the edges or the ogenIng together: He =led 
UP the sflue!O@ and wrote the address rm it. 2 to 
close sth completely sa that nothlng can get in or 
out: Isealed UP the windows to few out the f u m .  
DXGlSeal 9th is used more frequently with 
thesememings. 
Qv+actv+n + v+nJpmn+adv 

,search sbt~th 'Out to laok for sWsth until you 
find them: He's mrchingoui some otd pictures to 
show LLS. o She luQnlad to search out her reafpr- 
ens. o John searched meout andgaveme a ML 

seek sbldh out 
+v+adv+n + ~+n+adv(hJrepuent) + 

v+pmn+adv 

'see about dh; 'ses a b u t  dolng sth todeal 
with sth: to make arrangements tbr sth to be 
done: I?I ga ond B about Iunch.01 must see 
aboutgettingmmne to help you with thekid$. 
( ~ V + P W P  

'See sth In s h t h  to believe that sblsth has a 
particular quality or characteristic, espcialIy a 

one: 1 don't kmur ulhot she sees in him {= I 
can't understand why she like8 him or finds him 
attractive). o Heseesgood in everyone. o lcwr 
mlue m each argument 

v + nlpmn + prep 
,see sbfsth 'off 1 to go to a station, an a m r t ,  

etch to say w d b y e  to sb who is going on a jour- 
ney: We all went to the airport m see her a f l 2  
(Brm to f o m  sb to leave a place, for example by 
chasing them: The dogs soon saw o n  the 
buwlam. 3 to defeat sb: Shemw ofl heropjmmnt 
and nolugaes into thefinal. 
@v+nlpron+adv + v+adu+n 

,see sth 'off (Brm to be strong enough to resist 
sth: Themmmny srrmoff thethmtof amkmwer 
+v+adv+n + v+Wpmn+adv 

,see sbiyourself 'ad, ,see sbryaursslf 'out 
of 8th to go with sb out of a building, etc. to make 
sure that they findthe way: J a y x w  thelasfguests 
out and locked the door oDon't get up 1'11 see 
tAg$elfOUf. ~ ~ a h S R E  SB IN,SEh SR JYTO STH 
Qv+rilpmn+adv + v+adv+n + 

v + nlpron +a& + p p  
,me sth ' od  (not wed in theprogressive #mms) 4 

to stay in the same place, do the same things, or 
survive, untll the end of sth: SheflromW to see 
out the m t  of her contract. 2 to last until the end 
of sth: We Yehave enough fuel tosee the winter out. 
W See 8th out L not used in the passwe. 
@ v+adv+n + v+nlpron+& 

,see 'wen'mund sth ( B E )  to visit andlook at a 
place carefully: We'd like lo seeowrthejhtagain 
More zue rent it. 

toab over sth; look around atti 
@ v * prep 

,gee 'through sbt~th (not used in thepmgms1ve 
lenses) to realize the truth about sblsth so that 
you are not deceived: We saw through him 
straight awe9 o 1 con See through your little 
@me (= trick). 
e v+ prep 

,we sb 'through ,see sb 'through a h  to 

,see *b #in; ,see sb po with sb into a g~ve sb support to enable them to survive a dim- 

mom, buikding, etc. to make sure that they get cult experience a a particular perlod of tune: 
there safely: mrseeing her in (= m h e r  home), coume saw him t b r s g h ,  

o Shesaw him through the mnnths @er his a d -  
dent. o Ionlyhaue $2010 seem through the week. + v +  nlpron + wfv + v + nlpmn + prep 

,me sth 'thmugh (not usudly in the p m  
gressrvelenses) tonot fiveup a task, project, etc. 
until it i s  completed: She's determined to see ihe 
job through. 
EBl wlSa, lob 
Q v+ rdpron + adv 

'see to sbmth to deal with sblsth that needs 
attention: I'll sw io the kids. o Lin was great and 
saw loewrythlng. oDOn'f worn I'lls€-+?So it! 
,avH, attend ta swath Vormal) 

See to sth can lx used 111 the passive: We 
musf get thoi door seen io. 
B V * P ~ ~ P  

'see ta it that ... to make sure tM sth happens: 
Can you see lo it that ewryone knows the dale of 
themt ing?  
Q v +  prep 

,seek sbmth 'out to look for and h d  sblsth, 
especially when this means using a lot of effort: 
He sought her out to ask her aduim. ooShe's 
aImys seektngou t nsw business opponunilies. 
EGl opportunltles, Informatton 
E37 track sbtsth clown(Iessfom0 
@ v + a d v + n  v+n/pron+adv 

seep ISL-PI 

,seep a'way to £low m a y  slowly and in small 
quantities: Waier had &ft sbwb  apirrg awOY 
from the pond. o ffismtlw) My anger begon lo 
seep a WOY 

g v + *  

segue I'SWIWI 

,segue 'into 8th to move smoothly from one 
song, subject, place, ete, to another: a spiritwl 
that s e g d  into a sirrgnlorrg chorrrso HE then 
segued Into a discussion of children's righis. 
& v + prep 

'seize on sth (also 'rdw upon nth m r e f ~ m b  
to suddenly show a lot of interest in sth, e s p  
c i w  became youan use ~t to your advantage; 
The scadul m immediuttly seized upon by the 
p m .  o Pefer se&& eagerly on ail o~prlunities 
for wnwrsation. 
E 3  pounca on ath 
-Seize ompon nth can be used In the 
-...."..,A 

(ligumtiw) Th@ urhok city seized up (= no tramc, 
etc was able to mwe) during the bfiuamt. 2 if a 
part of your M y  seizes up, it becomes stiff and 
you are unable to move ~t easily: My legs wre 
beginning lo seize up and J d e d  a rest. 
Q v + &  

sell /sell (sold, sold /wid; AmEsouldl) 

,sell sfh 'off 1 to sell a14 or part of an industry a 
company or a piece of land: Unwtmfd land m t  
to the farm was soid of. o The government 
d 6 x W  to sell off stab? companies. EE assets, 
land, business, company 2 to sell things 
cheaply because you no longer want them or 
because you need the money: Themnore b selling 
alf the old stock. o Thefamily silver was sold ofl 
lo puy the debis. 
Qv+adv+n + v+rrlpmn+adv 
b 'sdl+W n (BrEj 4 the sale by the government 
of an industry or a m i c e  to individual people 
or private companies: I h p r o m e d  sell-ofl of t h  
mil cumpny o sell~fl  plans 2 (AmE, bpbsiness) 
the sale of a large number of shares in a wm- 
pan% &r which their value vsually falls 

,sell d h  'on (to sb) to sell sth to sb else that you 
have bought not long before, usually in order to 
make a profit: She managed the bwimsfor  a 
ywr  and then sold it on. 
Qv+nlpmn*actv r v+sdv+n 

be 'sold an sth ( infotml)  to be convinced that 
sth is very god:  I muld see she lmms sold on the 
idea 4 I'm, not really midon American music. 
rn Idea 
+be+v+prep 

,sell 'out, be ,SOU 'out1 if ticketsfor aconoert, 
a game, etc. sell out or are mld out, they are all 
sold and there are none left: The tfcketsm the 
game will wl1 out quickly. o Tonight's pm7brm- 
a m  is compktely soldout. o Thefirst 5~Wcopm 
of t h  bookhaw soldout. X (also,sell 'nut of sth, 
be .-Id 'od of 5th) If sb sells out of 5th or is 
sold out of sth, they have sold all of it and have 
nothing left I'm sorry, we've soid oui of milk. o 
We are a l d y  sold outfor lonight's c o m t .  
Q v + a d v  * be+v+adv 

Xalsov+adv+prep r be+v+adv+prep 
t 'sdlout n [usually sing] a plax concert+ etc. 
for whichalllheticketshave&nsold: Thegigis 
asll-out. o a sell-out tourlmwd 
-,see also seLbauT at SELL OUT (TO SB~STH) 

,sell 'out (w sW&l (dIsappmuing) 1 to k n o ~  or 
change your principles or beliefs, especially to 
gatn an advantage for yourself. Th@ mt of the 
gang& him of sellingout to the law. o a tal- 
enled British m u 1 2  dimlor who 3soldo~ttoHoG 

p*Ja,"c.. 

6 V + P ~  
&wood 2 to sell your business or a part of your 
business: Thecompany sold out to its riml. .seize 'up 1 if a machine or a part d a machine 
+ + seizes up, it stops moving or working correctly: 

The engine sek'id up & only three weeks. 4 



sell out 252 *................ _. ..... _....... .............=.......... 4 . .  -. ............................................................................... * 

b WFout n [usually sing.] a situation in which 
sb betrays sb who trusW them, by not d o h g  sth 
that they promised to do, or  by doing stb that 
they promised not to do: a dreadful selll~.out of 
t h e r r m m  o Theden1 wasseen asa  union sell-out 
to management 
+ seealso SELLOUT at SELL OUT, BE SOLD OUT 

,sell sbMh 'out (to tbEah) to betray sb: They 
d w v e r e d  who hodsold Ihemowt lo theenemy 
+v+nlpron+adv r r+adu+n 

,Sdl 'OM of sth; be ,sold 'OM of Sth =SELL 
OUT: R P  SOLD OUT 2 

,sell 'up; ,sell 8th 'up to  sell your home, gasses- 
sions, busmess, etc., usually because you need 
the money, are moving to another place or  stop- 
ping work: They soM up and moved lo Fmm. o 
Wedecrded ta self up euerylhingand buyafaim. 
Qv*adv v+adv+n * v+prcn+adv 

send Isendl (sent, mnt /sent/) 

,send sbktsth a'head to arrange for shth to po 
or  be taken to the place you are going to, before 
you arrive there: T h  m t  of the equipment uma 
sent ahmi by a i r  
(b v+ nlpmn + adv 

,send a'wayfbr Mh) =SEND OFF IFOR STH) 

,send sb a'way to  tell sb to laave: The reporters 
were sent away empty-handed (= without any 
news). 2 (to...) toarrange for sb to go somewhem 
away from home: He was sent away to k r d i n g  
school at the age of 7. + v + nlpron + adv v+ adv + n Ik~frequent) 

,send sbtsth 'beck(aosblath)toreturnsWsth to 
where theytit came h m :  The Mugm were sent 
back to their own muntm o You mn send the 
goods back d w u  're not satisfiad. 
Isr*, return sblsth (to sblsth)  moref form^ 
Qv+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,$end sb 'down (Brm 1 (injbrmal) to send sb to 
prlson. He luas sent dournfir lan y e ~ m  IEB put 
sb away 2 (oldfmhloned) to make a student 
leave a universiN espec~ally Oxford or Cam- 
bridge, bemuse of bad bebavim: She was sent 
downfrom O*ord. E9 expel sb 

Send sb down is often used in the passive. 
Q v+nipron+adv + v+adu+n 

'send for s b  to send a message to sb to ask them 
to come and see you, especially in order to help 
you: &&for adoclol: 
EEl doctor, pollee IEE) call l b  In 
a Send for sb can be used in  the passive: Has 
t h ~  doctor been sent for? 
0 V + P ~ ~ P  

'send for 9th to ask sb to bring or  deliver 5th to 
you: Send foranambutnnce. o Haveyousent fora 
c a t a l o m  (= by post/mall)P 

Send for sth  can be used in the passive: 
More equipment has been sentjiol: 
&v+prep 

,Send sb 'In 1 to order sb to go te a place to deal 
with a dWcult situation: T ' p s  wem send in to 
reslore ordm EBl troops, pollce. ermy 2 to tell 
sb to go into a room, where sb else is waiting to 
see them: Smd the nextcandidore t n , p h .  
@v+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

,send 4 h  'in to send sth by poswman to a phce 
where it will be dealt with: 5# wfmb sent in 
entriesfir the ompetifion. o Viewem we invited 
lo send in their suggest~onsfor theprogmmme. 
Qv+nlpmn*adv + v+adv+n 

,send 'off ( a h  ,send away espacially AmE) (for 
sth) to write tosb andask them to send you sth by 
postlmall: lf you saw enough packets, you mn 
send ofl andget afree loy. o You mn send anfor a 
free bwkkt. 
)51.) wrlte away/& (to sb) (for 8th) 
@v+adv  

,send sb 'off 1 (for ath) ( B r 9  (In a sports game) 
to make sb leave the field b u s e  they have 
broken the rules of the game: He was sent ofl for 
afiul. o ThmpInyemgotsentofl in thefinr hog 

player In this meaning send sb off is 
oflen usedin tllepassiw. 2(to ... )toaskor tell sb 
Zo go somewhere: The t ank  sent him offforfour 
months study nt Haword. 0 I allvoys send the 
kids off to school Iooking cdaan and tidy. o The 
men weresent off tofind ~ t e r  
Q Q v+nlpron+adv * v*sdv+n 

2 v +  nlpron + adv 
b ,sending-'off n EBrE) (in a sports game) a situ- 
ation w h ~ n  a player k told to leave the field 
because they have broken the rules: It'shis third 
sending-ofl thhymt: o Tk ma& saw three pen- 
alties and tmoosending~fl 
b 's%nd+ffn(infirrnai')an occasion when people 
mme together to say goodbye to sb who is leav- 
ing. She wasgiven a d  sendm by of1 her cob 
Icugues. 

,send sth 'off (to sb) to send sth by pmthnail: 
Hausyousent t h r  Settwofl W? 
E J  latter, parcel ,sr*, mall sth off (to sb) Mm9, 
post sth off {to sb) (Brm 
@v+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

,send sth 'on 1 (to ... ) tosendaletter.etc.that has 
arrivcrl at sb's old address to their new one: 
J'w asked a wighbour lo send on any important 
1etf-m. letter E m  fornard 8th (ta sWsth) 
(morefirma0 2 (to sWsth) to send sth you have 
received to sb else for them to see or deal with: 
I'fl send the photos nn to you. 3 to send sth to a 
place so that it arrives before you get there: We 
sent ourfurnituse on by ship. 0 We'w arranged 
foryour klongings lo be sent on. 
Qv+nlpmn+adu 4 v+adv+n 

,send sb 'Outtosend sbsomewherehr aparticu- 
lar purpose: I'11 ask them .to send someone out 
~ t r n l q h l Q ~ ~ ~ y D . ~ ¶ x P r i h p l : o ~ ~ ' m m f b n c k @  
midnt~h6, sendouta ~ r r h p a r l y ?  
@ v + nlpron + adv v+ adv+ n 

,.end sth 'out 1 to send 9th to a lot d different 
p p l e  or  places: I rant out invltathns. o 
Have we sen6 ktm out to all Ihe app l imnts?m 
letter, lnfonnatlm IEQ mall sth OU12 to pro- 
duce sth, such as light, a signal, sound, etc: afire 
sending out m u m  of warmth o His bmin was 
sending out warning signals leIling him to $e 
carefuI. BEl  slgnal emit ath ((moreJorm~ 
ev+n/pron+adv v+adv*n 

,send 'out for sth to ask a restaurant or  
shoplstom to deliver food to you at home or a t  
work: Wemuld sendoutfora takealuaj 
@ v+adv+prep 

,.end sbtsth 'up (BrE, irybrml) to make pwple 
laugh, especially by mpylngthemlit inanamus-  
ing way: o TV p m m m  that seMLP up mlil- 
icmns o Ewryone was sending her up. 0 T h  
ieacherheurd mesendin$ up h e r m n t ,  
+v+a&+n * v+pron*adv v + n * a d v ( m )  
F 'sendup n (BrE, informal) an act of making 
sblsth look silly by oopying them in a n  amusing 
way: The mouie is a h ~larious xnd-up of the Hol- 
lyruood m t e r n .  

separate ~'sepmat 

mSeparate sth 'oft (fmm ah) to xemove sth from 
a larger thlng or  group; to keep sth apart: The 
promrly agency hns Been seplrated @from the 
marn brasmess. 
e v + a d v + n  + v+pron+adv + v+n+adv(mm) 

,separate 'out; ,sepnrate sbtsth 'out (M 
sth)todlvide lnta different parts; todivlde sWsth 
into different park or  groups: Thrnirtmsepns- 
ares out Into Inyers. o Plcrsr~cs must be S@PQmt& 
out into drfmnt types for mpcItw. o We need lo 
seprrmte out fact from speculation. o The process 
s e ~ m t e s o u t  thedfffewntguses. 

Separate and separate sblath canalsobe 
used with thls meaninp. 
ev+achr+n v+pron+adv c v+n+adv(mre) 

serve 1 8 3 ~ ;  ArnEsxnl  

% e m  esMor sth to be uwd instead of 5th else 
when there i s  nothing MAer available: An old 
box =red as a table. o Small iemfmrary build- 
ings had t o m e  for o m .  
)SIR) act as sth 
6 v+  prep 

'serve sth on sb ( a h  ' n e w  sth u p  sb more 
forman 'serve sb with sth ( h w )  to give or 
send sb an omcia1 document, especrdly one that 
orders them to appear in a court of law: T h  
~ l i w  haw served a summons on Mr Jackson. o 
Themlice haueseruwf Rim wrlh a summons. 
EB3 swmmons,mtlce, wrlt 
@ v+ nlpmn + prep 

,serve sth out 1 to continue doing sth until the 
end of a bed period of time: She served out the 
mtof herxnlence manopen prima. E E I  Wce, 

3 set agalnsl: 
---..,, ..... , 

sentam,  town W In this meaning rserve s th  
out cannot b~ used in the passive. 2 (esmcially 
B?m =SERVE STH UP 
+v+adv+n + v+pmn+adv v+n+adv(MW) 

,serve sth 'up 1 ( a h  ,-we sth 'out esp~chlb 
BrE) to put food onto plates and glVe It to  people: 
Heserved up a delicious m i .  EZE) dlsh ath out; 
dlsh up, dlsh sth up 2 (disapprouing) to glve or 
omer 5th: All the TYchannek served up !he usual 
old movies during the holidays. 
ev+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

, s e w  sth u'pan sb =SERVE STH ON SB, SERVE 
SB WITH STH 

'serve sb with sth =SERVE STH ON SB, SERVR SB 
WITH STH 

set /set/ (mtting, rn set) 

- abwt - ihnto 
-against 255 -off 

254 -ahsad - oA against 
-apart -on 
-aside - oul 
-back -to 
-down -UP 
-forth 258 -upss 
-1n - u r n  

'set about sb (VIM sth) @rE, old-fashfoW to 
attack sb: He setabout m@ with a stick 
ev+prep  

'set about sth: 'a abod doing 8th 1 to 
hegin a task or  a n  activim especialiy with 
energy or  enthusiasm: We set about th+? iosk of 
cleaning the ~ ~ W m e n t  2 to approach a problem 
or task ina particular way: You'vewt about this 
problem #he wrong way o How shouId IwtubouI 
finding a job?- go about sth, go abod 
dolng sth 
0 v +  prep 

'set sb a'galn* sb to make sb o p p w  a friend, 
relat~ve, etc: The ciuil mr sei brother against 
brother: 
+v+nlpmn+prep 

,set sth a'gainst sth 1 to consider 5th by cam- 
p a r ~ n g  good po~nts withbad ones: Setagalml the 
beneJits of the new technology b the possibility 
that jobs will be lost. EEl balance A against B 
2 (also 'set sth '& against sth) Nnnnce) to 
record 8th as a buslness cost as a way of redu- 
cing the amount of tax you must pay: The cost of 
looking for oil can k SP! ogain~ t  tax as business 
expenditurn. 3 be set agalnst sth if sth is set 
against 5th else, It ~s placed near it or  next to lt 
so that the dflerenm btween the two is very 
not ~aeable: views of rocky rslnnds set againsEfwry 
sunsets o Sel agarmt her white drm, her ha tr 
seemedawn dnrkez 4 be set agalnst sth if as tow 
a fdmhovle, etc. is set against a particular time, 



set ahmad 25 ..................................... " ~ 

event orplaoe, the action happens at that time or 
place: It is a love story set q a i w t  u tmkdrop of 
rum[ Irish life. 
EEEW In meanings 3 and 4 set sth against sth is 
only u s d i n  the passive. + 1.2 v + nlpmn + prep 

3,4b+v+prep 
,setsth a'head(AROE)tOchangeaclockor watch 

to show the correct later time: h n ' t f o ~ t  tosd 
yourcbacksahwd tonight (= because the time has 
officlal1y changed)+ 
E E  clock, watch EB put  at?^ lomard (BrE) 
ES3 set sth baek 0, put rth bnck(BrE) 
6 v + nlpmn + adv 

,set sblsth a'part (from sblsth) to make sWsth 
drfferent from or better than others: His m@- 
dence sets him apart from his classmates, o it's 
lhe serum at themslaumnt thatsets it apart. 
@ v + nlpron + adv r v+ adv + n ( h . h q u e n t )  

,set sth #part (Brm (also ,M nth a'slde A M ,  
BrE) to keep sth such as money or time for a spe- 
cial use or  purpose: A room uws sat apurl for 
quiel rmdmg. 
Qv+adv+n + v+pmn+adv 4 v+n+adv(les$fre. 

writ) 

, s d  sth a'slda 1 to place sth to one side: Isel her 
I e m  aside. meaning to mad It hter put ath 
aslde 2 to save or keep sth for a partinrlar pur- 
pose: She sets aside ffi0 e w y  month for her 
daughterer'smilegefees. o WertpplISo set asidesome 
timefadealwith fils. ERJ money,ttme E3 put 
ath asIde 3 toignoresthsuchas your feelingsor 
opinions, because other thlngs are important: 
We decided m set our dlflerences aside. o Let's set 
as& my p m n a l  feelingsJor now. E?!!l put sth 
aslde 4 = SET 6rH APART ReslaumnLs m u t  set 
aside an rrm for non-smokers. area, roDm 
IE3 put 8th aslde 5 ( law)  to reject a previous 
dcc~sion made by a court of law: The nerdfa m 
sat aside by theApml Cnurt. lE!!l declslon, con- 
vlctlon BE) overturn sth (more form0 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+& 

'a&-aslda n KJl a system in which the gwern- 
ment pays farmers not to use some of their land 
for gmwing crops: the land that the farmen are 
paid not to use: 750acm of setaide 

,set sb 'baek sth (inform0 to cost sb a large 
amount of money: That new mr must haue set 
her buck a bit, o This wakh set me WBW. 
IE3 knock sb h k  sth ( B E ,  W o r m 0  
=Set sb back sth cannot be used in the 
passwe. 
Q v+dpmn+adv+n 

,set swath 'baek todelay the progress of sblsth: 
The rain set the buiIdingprogmmme back by sev- 
em1 wk. o He was stariing 0 piuy very well, 
but his inju~y hns m l t y  $el him back. 
Qv+ntpron+adv + v+adv+n 

P 'setback n a problem or difliculty that delays 
the progress of swsth: Paw% bruken ankk was 
a major sethckfor the &am, 

,set sth 'baek (Am0 to change a dock or watch 
toshow the mrrpct earlier time: I fomt  losetnpv 
welch back lnst night (= when the tlmeomcially 
changed) 
ESl clock. watch PE) pul WI t h h  (Brm 
EE3 put sth toward (&IT), sef sth a- ( A m  
@ v+ ntpmn + adv 

be ,set 'back (from 8th) if a building is set back, 
~t is a long way h m  sth, m i a l l y  a mad: Their 
house i~ the only one that's set back lfmm the 
mad). 
+bebe+v+adv 

,set 'down; ,d 8th 'dawn (of a plane, a pilot, 
passengem etc.) to land: We set down on the 
beach. o Thsp~lottrieoIto set theplanedown in a 
@Id. 

put dmrvn (espciolly BrE)> land, land sth 
6 v+adv hr. v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,Bet sb 'down (BrEj (of a vehicle or i ts  driver) to 
stop and allow sb to get oflout: The toxi set me 
downat theendof t b d .  

drop sb/sth off IF0 plck sb up + v+nlpron+adv + v+adv*n 

,set sth 'down 1 (on sth) Eli&mry) to phce an 
object down on a surface: He & his glass down 
b#orehespoke. o Shemade spme so ihnt Jmuld 
set the tmy down on the table. E67 put sth d m  
2 to writesthdownonpaper In order toreoord it: 
Imantedtosetmy lhoughbdownonpapeK o II'sa 
good idea to set down your mmpbint in writiw. 
,avH, put s2h down 3 to give sthas a rule, etc: lo 
set down g~~ldelineslmks a qgwsllfying standaards 
set down by the Athietm Asmciotion 

1,2v+nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 
Sv+adv+n r v+prm+adv v+n+adv(m)  

,set 'forth (litermy) to start a journey: They @t 
forth for Crete. 
IEFl set out (lessformu0 
+v+adv 

,set Yorth sth; ,set ltlthem 'forth (form0 to 
state 5th clearly; to make sth known: The 
PresMent M@nh his wwws in a long teleuision 
brwdmsi 

This phrasal verb  an be used in the pas- 
stve. Her &Ii.$$ haw been clearly &firth. + A 
noun must always follow forth, but a pronoun 
comes betmwn the verb and forth. 
@ v+adv+n + v+pmn+adv 

,set 'In if had weather, an unpleasant feeling, an 
illness, etc. sets in, it begins and seems likely to 
continue: I need to mend the mJ befam winter 
sets in. Q Panicset in w h e n s h e r w l i z e d h o w m ~  
work there was So do. o He ewntually agrped 60 
stay in kd but it was too hte-pneumnin hnd 
MI in. p n l c ,  wlnter 
Qv*adv 

rn tha 'mt a d  etk used to describe the fact that a 
s~tuation has becomevery bad and will oontinue 
like that: She hadproblems at k r m l  school, but 
when shechangedschmls theml reaih wt in. 

,#t  sth 'Inf Into 5th to fix sth in a spacesothat it 
does not stick out beyond the surface: A s m l l  
safe had h n  set into !he wall. 
.-Set sth Winto sth is usually usel in the 
passive. The verb inset sth has a similar 
meaning. 

v + dpmn + prep 
c 'inset n 1 a small picture, map, etc. inside a 
larger one:BmdPittat thepremiem, and his wffe 
(inset) (= abouta photograph in a newspaper) 2 a 
piere of material, a small stone, etc that is added 
on to sth else or put inside sth else: n silver 
brwcR with ruby inseIs 

,net 'off to begin a journey: I set oflfor m r k  at 
seven. o CfteckyouroiI beforerattingfl on a long 
journey. o When areyou planning Eo set o!? 
@ v*adv 

,set sb 'off; ,sel sb 'OH doing sth ( i ~ r m a l ,  
@specidly Bra to make sb start doing sth such as 
laughing, crying or talk~ng: Tho?.ephot~salws 
set her fl ((rryrrsg). o Jusl seeing him laughing 
sets meoff)(= makes me start laughing) 
E9 start sb off,start sb of( dolng sth + v + nlpron * adv 

,set sth 'off $ tomakea bomb, etc. explode: toset 
ufl firetuorks o They set the bonah fl us swn as 
they lww a we distanoe away. EQ bomb, fire- 
work 2 to make an alarm (= a loud warning 
noise or srgnal) start: The burglam set thealarm 
off a If you burn the toast you'll sel the smoke 
alarm off D L  alarm 3 to start a p r o w s  or seP 
ies of events: The news set on a wave of mnicon 
~ u o ~ ~ e & ~  0 Theglrl'sdmthset ofl a terrible 
c h i n  of events. EZi panlc, chaln/serles of 
events + s~ also SET STH UP 4 4 to make sth 
appear more attractive by being placed near it: 
Thatsmrf setsoff the blueof her eyes. 
Q l,Zv+nlprnn+adv r v+adv+n 

3,4v+ adv + n + v + nlpmn + adv 
, S d  ~ t h  '& &gainst sf    SET STH AGAIUST STH 2 

The verb offset 6th (against sth) has a 
similar meaning Them ore certain mpen.s@s that 
you can onset against ia3c 

'set onlupon s'b VornaeO to attack sb: I WQS M 
umn by agang of youths. 
D T l  Set a m p o n  sb is often used in the passive, 
Q v + prep 

'set abtsth on sb to make a person or an animal 
attack sb: The farmerthmalenedta set hisdogson 
us if wedidn't Iwvealonce. 
@ v +  nlpmn + prep 

,let 'out 1 to leave a place and begin a journey, 
especially a longjourney: T h y  set out on the last 
smgeof theirjourney. o Wesetout at dawn. 2 ,set 
'out to do sth to begin to do sth with a particular 

almor-: Shesetoutlobmktheruorld 
record o TheJlmxwdd inu~hat theyhadsetout 
lo do, 
~v*adv2a lsov+adv*  toinf 
b 'outs4 n the bgInnlng of sth: We knew the 
dangeratUfom the outset. 

,set sth 'Wt 1 to arrange or display sth: She 
began setting out p l o t s  and ghses.  0 Set out 
your anwen naoliy. 2 to present ideas, facts, etc. 
in a clear, organized ww, in inspeech or writing: 
This document sets out o w  objdions to thepm 
posal. terms, mason=, p6ltcies, condltlons 
9 1 v+adu+n v+nlpron+adv 

2v+adv+n v*pron+adv v+n+adv(mm) 

,s6i 'to (oldfQshionedJorrno1, &pecinlly BrEj 1 to 
begin doing sth in a busy or determined way: She 
set lo wilh axrubbing b m h  (= she started clean- 
ing). 2 to begin fighting: Thq tmk off their 
jackets a d s e t  lo. 
Qv+adu 
b ,&'to n fsing.] ( i~ormal ,  especinlly Brm a 
fight or an argument: He had a set-to with one 4f 
his workmtes .  

,set 'up; ,set sth 'up to make a machine, some 
equipment, etc. ready to use: He heI@ me lo 
carv my equipment in ondsel up o It look hours 
to set upalI theequipmnt. 
+v+adv v+adu+n v+nlpmn+adv 

,set 'up; , s d  yournelf 'up to start running your 
own business: He left thefirm and set up in busi- 
ness on his own. o She set herse,Jf up as rr heir- 
dressel: 
&v+adv + v+pmn+adv 

,#t sb 'up 1 to prwide sb with the money they 
need, for example to stari a business, buy a 
home, etc: A bank h n  h e l d  tu s ~ t  her up in 
business. o He set his dulrghter up in her own 
mrtment. 04 you win tonight'sfight, you'll be 
set upfor Ilfe (= have all the money you will wer 
need). 2 ( f n f o r m ~  to trick sb, especially by mak- 
ing themappear tobeguikyaf sth that they have 
not done: He claimed he had been set up by the 
poiice. 3 (infoorma0 to make sb fee' healthiet 
stronger, more active. etc: A gmd breakfusi will 
set you up for the dny. 4 (wlth sb) (i?lJ%rmtan to 
arrange for sb to meet sb so that they can have a 
romantic or sexual relat~cmship: He set me up 
with hissism 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 4 v+n+adv(less 

m w n o  
F '&p n [usually sing.] (I?&mmn 1 a situ- 
ation In which sb triclrs you or makes it seem as 
if you are guilty of sth that you have not done: I 
dldn'l do it, this k a  set-up! 2 a situation when sb 
arranges for you to meet sb in order to bean a 
romantic or sexual relationship: a =&up date 
+ S& a h  SET-UP atSET STH UP 

,set sth 'up 1 to create &I or start a busfness. an 
organization, etc: Shegaw a tulk on Mting up a 
business. o A commit& was sel up lo inuestfgote 



thepmbkm. oyoungwpk whg up homefor ,settie 'in; ,settttla 'Into sth to become used to 
th8first tima business, cornmi*, system, something new+ such a s  a new home, school or 
company 2 to build sth or  put sth somewhere: job: She soon settled Sn a t  schwI. oIt look her a 
Thepo ldwt  up roadbI~cIcp on ail  w i n  &s. 3 whfk towtile into her newjob. 
toorganizeor arrangesth; to make the arrange- EJ mutine, schd,Job 
ments Tor 8th to happen: 0 s t  up a meetingo 4 v+adv - v+prep 
We'll set up the transwrt arrangements. m 
mmtFng4 to starta process oraserles of events: 
The crisis set up a chain rmction in other Eum 
p w n  mnrkete. F3K3 chain reaction, chaln of 

+ i;eeal.S0 SET STH OFF 3 
Qv+adv+n 4 v+nlpmn+adv 
b 'setup n [usually sing.] ISnJ?rmal) the way sth 
1s orsanizedorarranged: a system: l'ueonty ken 
herea weeksoldon't m l l y  know theset-up. 
+ s w a b  SET-UP at SET SR UP 

,Set ~ u r S # l f  'Up = S E T  UP, SET YOURSELF UP 

,set yourself 'up as sth to cIaim to be very 
important, know a lot about sth, etc: Heset him- 
sew upasan authorityon modern art. 
@v+pmn+adv+prep 

'set upon sb (fwmak) =SET ON~IJPON SB 

settle I ' S ~ ~ I I  

,settle 'down l (orso ,SOW* youma 'dorm) to 
net yourself intoa cornfortable position when you 
arc sitting or lybng: She seitled down in an n r m  
chair 10 read 0 7bm settied himself down a t  ihe 
iable. 2 to start to have a calmerrrr quieterway of 
life+ without many changes, especially living in 
one place: He got -red and settkd down. 3 to 
h m e  relaxedand confident in a new situation; 
to get used to a new way of Ilfe, job, etc: She's set- 
tling down well et her new scRool. o H e  just 
rnukh't settledown h the@ *to become calmer 
and less actlve: I've been m l l y  b w  ul wrk, but 
things should N k  down again swn. o Their 
spe& settkd down too staadyjif& m i h  an how. + v + adu 1 alsa v+ pmn + adv 

,settle 'down; ,settle sb 'down to become orto 
make sb become calmer, less excited, etc: The 
chrldrenjinally MtIeddown and started d. o 
The tWcher h d h o u b l e  selsling thecInssiiown. 
Q v+ adv r v + nlpron + adv 

,nettle yourself 'down = s s r r ~ s  wm 
,settle 'down to 5th ( a h  'ssme t o  sth BrE) to 

b e ~ i n  to think about s thor  give your attention to 
d o ~ n g  sth: T@ had just settled down to dinner 
whenthephommq.  o I h m  worriedthatlcon't 
settle lo anything. 
+v+adv+prep v + m  

'settle tor 8th; 'settle for dolng sth toaooegt 
sth that is not quite what you wanted but is the 
best that you can get: Both iwm were happy to 
settle furadmu4 o He'd hoped t o m H  CWfirthe 
car but had foMkfira bl less, 0 Prefwtose6tb 
far (being) second k t !  
m less 
ov+prep 

'settle on nth (akm'reme upon ah m o w f i m ~  
tu choose 5th; to make a decision about sth: We 
couldn't b i d e  where lo go bul we euentrurlly set- 
tled on ltaly. 
Lsvr) deflde onlupon sth 
BEm Settle onlapon 8th mn be used in the pas- 
sive Adnte wasfinallysettledon. 
Q v+prev 

'settle sth omupon sbcfoml, lruo) t o a r m p e  
to give property ormoney tosb, for exampleafter 
your death: HesestIed hisentim es2ate on his son. 

money, estate 
v + nlpron+ prep 

"settle to sth (BrQ =SETTLE DOWN TO STH 

,settle 'uprwith sblto w s b  themoney youowe 
them: We need D W l e u p  mith themfir t h  himof 
t h e m .  o I Z l m m w - w e r n n s e t t b u p b k r  
Qv+& 

'settle upon sth =SETTLE ON STH 

'settle sfh upon sb = SRTTLE STH ONIuPON SB 

,s8w sth 'up I tojoinormendsthusinga n&e 
and thread: Sew up the ieor W r e  it gets any 
worse. o TheycleMed Ihe uhound andsewed It up 
EEi seam, bar,  wwnd 2 (informa0 to arrange 
sth in a satisfactory way; to bring sth to a favour- 
able concIusion: They'd sewn the dml up by mid- 
day. EEi deal 3 (Informa0 to have control of sth; 
to belikely towin 8th: Hermmpnny hvegot the  
morket sewn up. o By half lime they Itnd the 
gamesewn up. p. mmsrket,game, election 

In meanings 2 and 3 sew sth up is often 
used In the passive and m the phrase have (got) 
6th Bewn up. 
6 u+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

shack /SAC/ 

,shack 'up with sb; be ,shack4 'up wlth 
sb ( a h  .shack 'up together) Islong. disapprov- 
ing) to live with sb you are having a sexual rela- 
tlonship with but are not married to: He5 
stracked up wtth somsirl he met in Berlin. 
Qv+adv+prep * be+v+adv+prep + 

v+adu+adv 

shade lserdl 
,shade sth 'In to make w+t of a picture darker, 

eltber with colours or  using black: X e s M  m 
pcsrt of thegmph. 
Qv+adv*n  v+n!pron+& 

,shade 'into sth to gradually change into sPh 
else so that you cannot tell where one thing ends 
and the other begins: The blue gmduaily shades 
into purple. o Somtimes nmwllsness can shmk 
IntoJmr 
& V + P ~  

shake l ~ e r k l  (shook jhklshaken ~ " $ e ~ k a n ~  

,shake 'down (informnl) to bernme comfortable 
and confident Ln a new situation: Once the ream 
shakes down, resuils should improue. 
+v+adv 
t 'shakedown n MmE, llbformaF) the test of a 
vehicle or  an aircraft before it is generally used, 
to we If there are any problems and to make the 
crew familiar wlth it:ashakedownlIight 
 SHAKEDOWN ~ ~ S H A K R  58 DOWN; 
SHAKEDOWN at SHAKE SBISTH DOWN 

,shake sb 'down (AM, sInng) to threaten sb In 
order to get money RPm them: T ~ ' u e ~ u n d  the 
guy who shook George down. o miice who shake 
down matorists for b r l h  
~ v + n l p m n + a d v  + v+adv+n 
b 'shakodown n (ArnE, shng) an act of trying to 
get money from sb with violence or  threats: He 
was stahhed during0 shakedown. 
+S&?a.!S0SHAKEDOWN at SHAKE WW; SHAKE- 
DOWN at SHAKR SBISTH DOWN 

,shake sblsth 'down ( A d ,  i M m n  to search 
a person or place in a very thorough way: Police 
shook down the duh lmkilagfordrugs. 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 
b 'shakedown n (AmE, i n ~ r m a f )  a thorrmgh 
m h o f  sblsih:opol~shok@downof t h e m  
+ W? akw SHAKEDOWN at SHAKE DOWN; SHAKE- 
DOWN at SHAKE SB DOWN 

,shake sb 'off1 toe~capefmmsb:togetridof sb 
who i s  following you: He twisted wrd turn& in a 
despemte oltempt lo shake off h& p u m w  o f 
thmk we've shaken t h  ofi 2 to escap? lrom sb 
who i s  holding you and wlll  not let go: Sheclung 
lo him, but heshook her40: 
Q v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,shake sth 'off to get rid of sth, such as an ill- 
ness, that is causing you problems: Imn'tshoke 
off ihis mid. o She struggled to shake oJT her 
rmagem Q hum with no Brains. 

(a) cold 
&v+adv+n + v+ntprm+adv 

'shake on sth to shake hands withsb In order to 
show that youagree tostl-flet'sshakeonit 
E E l  deal, agreement, It 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

,shake sth 'out 1 to open or  spreadsth by shak- 
ing it: He shook the blanket out and sprwd it on 
thegmss. 2 toopen sth by shaking it in  order to 
get rid of bits of dirt, dust, etc: She ml oulside 
lo shake out the tablecloth. 
- B $ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ S H A R B - O U T  at SHAKE STH UP 

@ v * n / m + a d v  v+adv+n 

,shake sb 'up I ta shock orupset sb: She has km 
badly shaken up by tlae txwrielg~e. Shake 
sb up is onenu& in themssiw In this meaning. 
+ Shake sb is also used frequently with thls 
meaning S h e w  h d b s h k e n  by the mprience. 
2 to surprise sb in order to make them think or  
behave m a different w q +  become more active, 
etc: He luas asked to shake the s@R w a brl. o 
Shaken up by the mrly g w l  agarnst tthem, the 
team k g a n  b&h# beck. 
@v+n!pmn+adv r v+adv+n 

,shake sth 'up to make important changes In an 
organization, a profession, etc. in order to make 
it more efffcient: Thewmmny lraerds shakingup + v + nlpron + adv v + adv+ n 
t ' shakeup (also 'shakwut) n a major change 
to a company or  an organht ion in  order to 
improve it. The palm Jom is facing the btggesl 
shakeup m ilshistory. 

shame /semi 
'shame sb into sth; 'shame sb Into dolng 

sth topersuadesb todosth by making them feel 
ashamed not to do it: T h g  shamed him Into 
apdoglzing. 
@ v + nlpron + prep 

,shape 'up (InformnO 1 [t advlprep] to develop in 
a particular way, often in the way that you had 
hoped for: Our plans are shaping up niceJp o 
How's the ww tenm shaping up? 2 to  imp- 
your work or your behaviour: you don't sham 
up, you'll lase your job. 3 (especially BE) to 
become slim and physically At: It's time lo slim 
down and shape upfortha summer: 
&v+adv 

shape up or shlp 'out (Am& i l t f o m r )  used 
to teU sb that if they do not improve their work 
or their behaviour they will have to leave their 
job, etc. 

share /Jea(r);AmE$erj 

,share sth 'out (aman- m) to divide 
something such as money, food or  work and give 
an amount to each person: The work tlms shred  
out equalix 0 How cm we shore out the pizza 
h t w n  tlaefiw of us? 
&v+adv+n + v+nlpn+adv 

sharpen ~ 'sa~an;  AmE 'Saxpan! 

,sharpen 'up; ,sharpen sblsth 'up to b m e ,  
or  to make sblsth, better, more s k i ,  more 
effective, etc. than More: She needs to sharpen 
up before nexl month's competition. o This met- 
clse wlR help students sharpen up their d i n g  
skill% o Dtsciptine hassharpened them UP. 
(4v+adv + v+adu+n + v+nlpm+adv 



shave /.tern/ 

,shave sth 'off to remove hair from your faoe, 
head, etc: Dad's shnverd his h m l  ofloshe 
shocked e u w n e  byshuuingoB herhairofl 
tZZi beard, moustache, halt 
Qv+n!pmn+adv + v+abv+n 

,shave sth 'off ,shave 8th 'off sth 1 t ocu t  
vcry t h ~ n  pieces lmm the surface of a piece of 
wood.etc:IMfoshuwa bitoflthedwrtanaQke 
it shut. o Use a s h r p  knre tt~ shave off thin mIIs 
DS chmxIEl#e. 2 to make something smaller or  
lower by a very small amount: We mnnugtd to 
shave 5% off the @st, o He shaved haw o smnd 
off the mrld mrd. 
Qv+n/pmn+adv + v+adv+n + v+dpron+prep 

shear /~m(r ) ;~mEl r r /  (sheared, shorn IJxn: 
RmE Sa:rn(or sheanrd) 

be 'shorn of sth (iitemry) to havesth important 
taken away from yw: a political mrty s h  of 
PO- + be+v+prep 

,shear 'off: ,shear I h  'off (tmhnimo (espe- 
cially of sth metal) to break under pressure; to  
cut through sth and make i t  break: The bolts 
holdlw Ihe wheel f n p k  shearedofl 
+v+adu v+nlpmn+adv 4 v+n+adv 

sheer /.tra(r); A M S ~ ; ,  

,sheer a'wayPoff to suddenly move away in a dif- 
Cerent direction, espec~aUy to avoid hitting sth: 
IThemrshcered wikllya~uav, j w t  missingtheimk. 
o HermMsheeredawayfrom Imnm shd id  naf 
wkh i% d w i l  on. 
BE9veeroff,veeraway(fmmsth) 
+v+adv 

shell /sell 
,Shell ' ~ t  (for Sth), ,shell sth 'out (for 8th) 

I l n I o m O  to pay for sth, especially when it is a 
lot of money or you do not really want to:l'mrnr 
sheliing outfor anothermmputer o Ihad to &!E 
out $500for the airfare. 

fork out(forsth),fork sth out(forath) 
+v+a& + v+adv+n b v+pmn*adv + v+n+adv 

( h f w u e n t )  

shin (BrE) /Jm/ (-nn-) (AmEshlnny) 

,ahin  'downrup: ,shin Wdownrup sth ( ~ r m  
(inform0 to climb down or  up sth,  using your 
hands and legs to hold it tightly: He shinned 
down #he herainph o You rnzght k able to see if 
you shin up that tm. 
El dmlnplpe, rope 
&v+adv 4 v+prep 

shine /Jam/ (*~OM, shorn* Ism; A m E J m )  

,shine 'out I to shine brightly: A light shone our 
across the&d. 2 if a person or  a thing shines 
out, you notiw them because they are very 
much better than the others: Sheseemed lo sh~ne 
oulfrom the rest. 
Qv+adv 

, s h i n e  'through; , s h l n e  "through sth to be 
seen clearly andeasily: In the Inngamehertalent 
reaily $shone rhmugh. o His low of life shines 
through themges of hS book. 

v+adv v+prep 

shinny ( A & ' )  /'Jmi/ ~shlnnka. ahlnnylna, 
shinnied, shlnnfed) 

, sh inny  'dowrv'up; ,shinny 'downtup &I 
(AmE) =SHIN D O W N ~ P ,  SHIN DOWNlUP STH Burg. 
krrs broke into the art g a l b y  through the twJ 
shinnkd down the row and slole five uaIuab& 
paintings. 

, s h i p  I b  'off (&...I ( W o r n 0  to send sb away 
somewhere, especially when they do not want to 
go: They shipped the chiMren fl fl summer 
MW. 

Ship sb off is often used in the passive: I 
w o s s h i p p d o p l t ~ m ~ & .  

v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
,ship sbisth 'off (to...) to send gmds or people 

somewhere by ship: TheyshipWnEl l h e i r p o m -  
sions ofl to Austmlh. 

Ship sblsth omis often used in the passive: 
771egoods~ueteshippaloff M w k .  
&v+nlprwr+abv v+adv+n 

, s h i p  s b r s t h  'out (h ...I to send gods or  peopIe 
somewhere, especially by shlp: They shipped the 
sculprureour to the Sium 
5 l l  Ship sbisth ou t  1s often used in the pas- 
slkc Freshsupplies wemship@out. 
@ v+rdpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

shape up or shlp 'out  AM+ Normal) used 
to tell sb that if they do not improve their work 
or their behaviour they will have to leave their 
job, etc. 

shoot I h T /  (shot rmot /Jot; AnaEJaql) 

,shoot 3bhth 'down f to shoot at sWsth and 
make themlit fall to the ground: wereshot 
domn in rnld b l d .  o They shot down o civilian 
aim@ by mistake+ 2 ((rr&raa0to strongly criti- 
cize sb or their ideas, etc: When I made a sugges- 
rmn they shot me down in flames, o My ideas 
wemshotdorunonebyom 
+v+adv+n 4 v+n/pmn+adu 

'#hoot tor sth (AmE, i r t f o m 0  (usunlIy u d  in 
theprogmiuetenses) to try to get or  achieresth 
d~fficult: They W s h i i n g f o r  anotherucc~ry this 
m n .  
e'v+prep 

,shoot 'OW ( W o r m 0  to leave somewhere very 
quickly: She had w s h t  fl to meti somaone. o 
I'mylrTy, I'vegottoshwtoflC 
+v+adv 

,shoot sth 'off ta remove sth by shmtinp: They 
shot ihP loCkoJj? 
+v+nlpron+adv r v+&vdv+n 

,shoot 'through Iinfo-l, e s d l l y  AwtrnlE) 
to leave* especially in order to avoid sWsth: I w m  
onlyJiw when my DQdshtthmrrgh. 
+v+acIu 

,shoot 'up I (to sth) to rise or increase very 
quickly: The Inflatton mte hasshot up lo20%. 2 
to grow taller in a short time: Sheksohob up in the 
lastfew months. 
&v+adv 

,#hoot 'up: ,shmt 'up 8 t h  (slang) to inject an 
~llegal drug 
IBZ heroln, drugs 
&v+actv v+adv+n 

,shoot sbMh 'up to injure sb or damage 9th 
severely by shwting:Anarmedgangsho! u p t h  
nighfcdu h. 
E@ZI house, bar, club 
Q v + a d u + n  v+nlpmn+adv 

,shop a'round(hr sth),,shop a'mund 8th (for 
sth) to look at different shopslstoreg to cornpare 
the prices of goods or  services so that you can 
buy the ones that are the best value: B you're 
buying a new hi-fi, shop around for the k t  price. 
o 18% worth shopping around the haw1 agents lo 
find the h l  deal. o When you open a bunk 
acmunl. it'sagood itfeu lo shop amundfint. 
+v+adv + v+prep 

shore /Ja:(r)/ 

,shore sth 'up 1 to support part of a building or 
other large structure by placing large pieces of 
wood or  metal against o r  under i t  so that it daes 
not fall down: Engineers sho& up t h  tunnel 
wlth m e n  bmm. o The building was shored 
up lo mnke it scfe. 2 2 strengthen or  support sth 
that Is weak or  failing: lo shore up the m n -  
omyllboliarlp~land 
+v+adv+n + v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv(hJ% 

w e n t )  

,shout sb 'down to shout to prwent sb who is 
speaking from being heard, because you do not 
like them, or you disagree with what they m 

sayinp: I hied to exthin but they just shouted me 
down. o The s m k e r  wasshouted dotun by a g ? ~  
prohlers. 
~ v + n l p m n + a d v  + v+&+n 

,shout but (ta sb), ,shout I h  'out (to sb) to 
suddenly say sth in a loud volce: I shouted out io 
them but they didn't heor me. o Sheshout& outa  
wrning. o HeshouMout. 'Over here1' 
SEK) call out (to sb), call nth out (to sb) 
Qv+adu  + v+a&+n v+nlprm+adv 

v+adv+speech 

,shove 'off (BrE, spoken) ysed to tell sb rather 
rudely to away Just shove off and leaw me 
alone! 
,avH,pwhon 
e v + a d v  

, s h o v e  'up(BrE,s~~)usedtoashsb tomove to 
make a space for sb else to sit down: We can get 
one more in f you show up, o Shove w rr bit! 
FZE) hdge  up (BrE), mom up 
Qv+adu 

9   OW /JW; A ~ E J ~ /  ( s h d ,  shwvn IJaun: 
A r n E J m l  or. rarely, s m d )  

,show sb a'mund; ,ahow sb a'roumll 8th 
(BrEah,ahow sb 'round, .show sb 'mud sth) 
to go with sb when they visit a place for the first 
time, showing them what is interesting: There 
are guides m the pllace who wzlI show trisilors 
around. o I'll arrange fur ormeom to show you 
around theschuol. 
,av*, take sb around, take s b  around * 
4SMakOSHOW SR OVER STB 
@ v + ntpron + adv 4 v + nlpron+ prep 

,show ab 'in; ,show sb 'Into I h  to lead a v l s  
itortoaplacewhere they canwait,ortotherwm 
where sb i s  watting to  see them: Scrmh s h a d  
thauisftors h. o I wasshown into a waitingroom 
Ei?B show sb out, show sb out d sth 
6 v+nlpmn+adv r v+adv+n + v+nlpron+pp 

,show 'off (irhfibrmnl, d h w p m i n g )  to try to 
impressother mptedthyourabilities.mlth, 
~ntelligence, etc: Sfop showing OR! o BonnD m 
showsng o r  to herfrtmds, doing handslands on 
the ~ T S .  

+v+adv 
b 'ah- n (informal, d h p p r w i w l  a m n  
wholikesto impress otherpeople with theirabil- 
ities, wealth, etc: You're such a showfl! 

,showsbisth 'o f f ( tosb)1 mtrytomakepeop'Ie 
pay attention to sblsth because youare proud of 
themlit: He wasshowing his CD collection o n  to 
hrs friends. o She brought her new troy/i-tmd 
along to show him ofl 2 to make sWsth l w k  
attractive or  seem interesting or excitmg by 



show oul Zt ............... 

showing their best featurn: The bluck sweater 
shursd off her Fgtrre to fil! aduansnge. o The 
musfcshows the hnd off in their h t  light. 
+v*nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,show Sb 'out; ,show sb 'ad of dh  tolead a 
visitor to the dwrout  of a rwm, a building, etc: 
I'll showyou out. 
EB 1h8w sb In, show sb Into .th 
~v+nlprcn+adv r v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+pp 

,show sb 'Wer sth (Brm to take sb around a 
place they are visiting and show them what is 
interestmg: Thqrshowed mover  thehow. 
3 See a!S0 SHOW SB AROUND, SHOW $8 AROUND STH 
.(4 v + nlpm + prep 

,show sb 'round; ,show sb 'round sth WE) 
=SHOW SB AROUND, SHOW 38 AROUND STH 

,show 'through: ,show 'through sth to bevis- 
ible through something or behlnd 9th: This 
pp?rrsso thin rhe inkshours through. o Hisskull 
s h w d  through hls lhza hnir o When he s p k e ,  
his bilternessshowed f h m ~ h .  
+v+adv+ v+prep 

,show 'up (iMorma0 to arrive or appear a t  the 
place you have arranged: S h e f i ~ l b  s h o d  up 
at  Iunchtlm. o I arranged lo meel him but he 
didn'l show up 

turn up 
@v+adu 

,show 'up; ,show 'up to become or to make 
sth easy t o  see: His siripzd lie s h o d  up well 
against his dark red shirt. o Something odd has 
shown up on the X-rau, o Her lack of experience 
was shown up by the test. 
Qv+adv v+a&+n v+nlpron+adv 

,show 8b 'up (idbrmal) to make sb else feel 
embarrassed by behaving Mdly or by dohg sth 
better than them: He said I'd shown him up in 
fmntqf hisfiiends. o fiuwllysholwdmeup&v 
snoring during the mmrt! o Dan'i worry a b u t  
being shown up by the ki&- they'uealways used 
cumputem. 
Qv+n/pmn+adv + v*adv+n 

,show sblsth 'up ashr sth to show what 
sbtsth rs really I r k ,  when this is worse t h a i  
people thought: The h k  shows her upfor what 
she really w: a&&. o We were shown up as the 
second-rate team that we wen. 
e) v + Wpmn + a&+ prep 

shower r~aua(r)/ 

,shower ' d m ;  ,shower ' d m  on sbrsth; 
'showar on sb~sth: ,shower 5th 'down on 
sbrsth: 'shower sth on sbMh to fall onto 
sbtsth, especially In a lot of small pieces: Vol- 
canic ash showered down on the town ufter the 
wupilora. o The bottle broke aM' shoiumd glass 
fmgmentson us. 
+v*adv *v+adv+prep+ v + w p r  

v+n/pmn+adv+prep + v+nlpmn+pmp 

'shower sb with sth to drop a lot of small 
things onto sb: The bride and grwm were 
show& with r k  as they lqft the church, o The 
roof collapsed, showering us With dust and deb 
ris. o (fgumttue)Heshoweredher withgifts. 
@ v + nlpron + prep 

shdnk /$mk/ (.hmnk /lrmk/shrunk 
ISrhukl or shrunk, shrunk) 

,shrink a 'wayt 'baek (from sb/ath) tornweback- 
wards or away from sblsth, especially because 
you are fr~ghtened or disgusted: She shmnk 
ornoyfhm hrm in horror + v+adv 

'shrlnk from sth; 'shhrlnk h m  doing ath 
(often used in negative s e n t e m )  to be unwilling 
to do or accept sth that you find frighten~ng, 
unpleasant or immoral: Ske rewgaized her 
mposibiIf@ and dM not shrink from I!. o He 
shrnnkfi-om cot&fronting his son face 0 face, o 
She never shmnkfrom difiuit tosks. 
E B  bsk,duly Eg back away fmm 8th 
5 t i  Shrink fmm sthlfrom doing sth areusu- 
ally used in written English. 
@ v + prep 

,shrlvd 'up to -me dry and wrinkled (= hav- 
ing many small lines or folds) b e u s e  of heat, 
lack of water, etc: The apples [eft on the he hod 
shrfuelkd up. 

Shrivel isused witha similar meaning. 
+v+adv 
b ,shriveted Up dj d r y  and andwrinkled (= with 
many s m a l l  lines or folds): 8hriwlW-upapples 

shroud lsraual 
be 'uhrouded In sth 1 to b e m r e d  or hidden 

by sth: The city was shmrrded in mist. ofumiture 
shrouded in dust sheets 2 if information, etc. is 
shrouded in mystery, it is hidden or kept secret: 
HisJamlfy bockground is  shrouded in mystmy. 
o Their work i s  shruuded in secrecy. 
& be+v+prep 

,Shrug ~ t h  'owl (also ,shng ath a k a y  less* 
qwnt) to push sth back or away with your shoul- 
ders. She shrw& qfl her jacket. o She put her 
hamion hisshouIder buthshmggea'itamy 
jacket, hand 2 ( a h  ,shrug sth a'slde lessfre- 
quent) to treat sth as if it is not important: He 
shrugged fl all the objections I misd. o Barnes 
k tqing lo shrug of f  an onkle injury. Ei l  injury, 
criticism 
+v+adv+n + v+nlprm+adm 

26 ...... " ............................................................................................. 

shut /JM/ (rhuttlng, shut, shut) 

,shut sblsth to put sb/sth in a place where 
other people cannot see or 5nd them(it: He shut 
the l i l esaw in thesqfe. oprisomshutaumy in 
jail for a Iong time 
E3 lock sb uplmvay: lock sth uplaway 
Qv+nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,shut yourself a'way (from sME to stay in 
your room or go somewhere where you wdl be 
completely alone: He shut himself away in his 
study to finuh the book o You can't jusl shut 
yournif away from the uwrkirkl 
E9 lock yoursdf m y  

v+pron+adv 
$hut 'down; ,shut sth 'down t to stopopening 

for business; to stop sth from opening: The mine 
shul dn~un lust month. o The club was shut down 
by thepolre. ,aru, clesa d m ,  close ath down 
2 if a machine shuts down, or sb shuts  i t  
down,  itstops working: ThemncAineshufsdown 
tf there'san overload. o The compukrsyslern will 
be shul down over the weekend. 
&v+adv +v+adv+n * v+nlpmn+adv 
b 'nhuMown n 1 the act of dosing a factory or 
business. either temporarily or permanently: 
The shutdown hos put hundreds out of work. 2 
the act of stopping a large machine from work- 
ing, either temporarily or permanently: Thew 
u ~ s s  a fault an the nuclew reactor's emergency 
shutdownpmures. 

,shut sbMh 'in; ,shut sWlsth 'In 8th; ,shut 
yourself 'in; ,shut yourself 'in sth to put 
sblsth In a room, a vehicle, etc. and keep them 
there; to go into a room, a building, a vehicle, etc. 
and stay there: They shut the animals in at nighl. 
o Liz rushed out of the kitchen and shut krseif in 
her room. 
@v+n/pmn+adv v+adv+n r v+n/pron+prep 
b 'shut-In n (AnaE, old-fashwmd) a person who 
cannot leave their home because they are ilUsick 
or cannot move easily 

'shut sth in sth to trap or injure sth by closing 
sth t~ghfly around it: I shut my- in thecar 
door 
E3Ei flnger 
@ v + nlpmn + prep 

,shM 'off; ,shut sth 'off 1 if a machine shuts 
off, or sb shu- i t  on ,  it stops working: Thecen- 
Em1 hwting shuts off outomntimIly at 9.30. o l 
s m p W  the car and shut off the engine. 
swltch oft wlteh sth off: turn off. turn mth off 
E?B swltch on, swltch sth m;fum on,tum attt 
on 2 If a supply of gas, water, electricity, etc. 
shuts off orsblsth shuts it off, it stopsflowing. 
The wter shuts ofl auhmnticalIy when the tank 
is full. o A mIw shuB off  the gas when the lid is 
closed. 
@v+a& hr. v+nlpmn+& v+edv+n 

b " h u t 4  n 4 a device that stow sth working or 
stops powec water, gas, etc h m  flowing: a shut- 
off d u e  2 a period when V e r ,  water, gas, etc. 
is preventdfrom flow ingashut-~ff  of the water 
SWP~Y 

,shut sblath 'off (from ah) to keep sbhth separ- 
atehmotherpeop1eorthings:Arnngeof moun- 
Dins shuts Bosnia o g f m  the Adriatic. o The 
kalchm arm could be shut o f f f m m  the rest of the 
mom. 
+v*nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,shut youmeR 'off (from sWstb) to deliberately 
separate yourself physimlly or socially from 
other people 4fkr her son died. she just wanted 
to shut hemIf offfrom the world 
IEB wt ywrself off (from sblsth) 
Q v+pmn+adv 

,shut sb 'out 1 (ah ,shul sb 'out d ath) to ref- 
use to allow aperson toshare your thoughb,fwl- 
ings or activities: Wn'l  shui me out (= Tell me 
about your problems) - I want lo help you o P 
was shut out @ the deckion-making p m ,  o 
When he saw hw with the babV hefill shut out. 
IEB exclude sb (moe formal) 2 (AmE, imr-  
ma0 to stop an o m n e n t  from w r i n g  in a game 
or contest: They shut out the Mets in W i r  Insl 
Brim. 
+v+ntpm+adu v+adv+n 

1 also v + ntpron + a h  + pmp 
k 'shutsut n WmE, Itformal) a game in which 
one team does not w r e  

,shut sbisth 'out; ,shut rblsth 'out of sth to 
stop sblsth h m  entering a place: He closed the 
d~rf irrnly,  shutting us out of the mm. o Idrew 
t k  curtains to shutout the light. 

Ilght, nal- 
e v + a d v + n  v+nlpmn+adv + 

v + nlpmn + adv + prep 
,shut 8th 'out, ,shut ath 'out of ath to stop 

yowelf  h m  havlng particularfwlings or from 
thinking about particular things: She trW 60 
shutout all lhep~inful memories. 
BEIl paln, rnemorles EEl block sib wt, Mock 
nth out of sth 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv + 

v + nlpmn + a h  + prep 
,shut p ~ m n  'out: ,shut yww ' a ~ t  of 

Sth to bc unable toenter your home becauseyou 
have clo& the door and leR your keys  inside: 
I'veshut rnygelf oul of the houseagum! 

Imk youmlf out, lock ywrrwrlout d sth 
6 v+ pmn + adv + v + pro" + sdv + prep 

,shut 'up (spoken, iaformol) used to tell sb rudely 
to stop talking or rnakinga nolse: Shut upandgo 
away! o lfyoyou'd shut tin I could hmr what sWs 
saying. = UP /BE) 

v+adv 



,shut ~b 'up(iIzformnl)tornakesbstoptalkingor 
makinga noise: YmuHn't shut thekids up! 
9 v+ nlpron + a& 

,shd sbisth 'upon sth), ,shut yournelf 'up(h 
sth) to keep sWsth in a place and prevent them 
from gome anywhere: to stay in a room and not 
go out: He had hen shut up in a cellfir ten years. 
o Shut thedog up in the shed. o Myfither uwd lo 
shut himself up with hbbwksfibrdnys. 
@v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

,shut sth 'up (especially Br.5') to dose a room, 
house, etc. and not use it for a period of time: We 
shut the summer house up for anotheryear 

close sth up 
Qv+n/pron+adv * v+adv+n 
OTJ shut up 'shop (BrE, ln@rml)to closeabusi- 
ncss permanently: to stop workhg for the day: 
h'stimetoshut upshopandgohome. 

shy IJW (shles, shylng, rhled, rhled /Jard/) 

,shy a'way (horn sthlfmm dolng nth) to mid 
doing sth because you are nervousor frightened: 
She shies u w y  from c h  friendships. o Don't 
shynwayJ+omsoyIng whatyou think. 
Qv+adv 

SIC (also skk) /slk/ kc-) 

'slc sth on 4b UM, irlfornUl0 to tell a dog to 
attack sb: BacK off orl'I1 stc thedogonyou. 
EGi d q  E N  sel sth on sbIBrEl 
Q v+ dpmn + prep 

,alck ath 'up ( B E ,  immn to bring f d  up 
from the stomach: The imbysi&d up her milk. 
EF9 throw sth wp;vomlt sth (moreformal) 
@v+adv+n 4 v+nlpmn+adw 

'Slck sth on $b (AmE, iqformao = src mn ON SB 

sicken rslkml 

'sicken for sth (BrE) (usually used in the p r o m  
siw tenses) to show signs that you may be becom- 
ing illlsick: Jfmlas if I'msickeningSor something. 
o You Imkas if you're sickenmngforjlu. 
EER go cbww wlth sth; get sth 
O v + prep 

side I M I ~ I  
'slde with sb (aphst mb) to support sb in an 

argument, a dispute, etc: The children a l w y s  
sided with theLrmother(oga inst their father). + v + prep 

sidle rsardl~ 

,sidle 'Wedup (to sb) to approach sb in a shy, 
uncertain or secretway: Shesidiedup fu himand 
whispwd in hisea,: 
@ v+adv 

sift /SIP~/ 

'slft sth from sth; ,sift sth 'out from sth to 
segaratesth, w u d y  sth you want, fmma group 
of things: to sift (out) thegmdfrorn #he bad 
+v+nlpron+prep+v+adu+n+pnrpr 

v+ nfpmn + a& + prep 

,SIR sth 'out to segarate sth, usually sth you do 
not want, h m  a group of things: We need lo sift 
out unsuitabie applications. o He helped ??ie sift 
out the badsongs I'd written. 
+v+adv+n + v+n/pm+adv 

,SIR Yhrough sth ( f o r s t h ) t o ~ ~ d U y e x a m i n e  a 
large amount of 6th in order to find sth import- 
ant or decide what is useful and what is not: I 
s~flBd thmwh his pope= for clws. o The judges 
sifted thmwh 80W entries ondJnaIly picked the 
winner 

Sift through sth can be used in the pas 
sive Thispileof mwns~tobe$&dthmugh 
by theendof this week. 
O V + P ~ ~ P  

,sign sth a Way to give up your rights, prape9 
etc. by signing a document: The artist h l  mil- 
lions by Signing away his rights to the cartwn 
characier he creaM.  
m r l g m  
Qv+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

'sign for s?h .I ta sign a form, etc. as  pruof that 
you have received sth: The postman asked me to 
slgnfor t h e p k e t .  W Sign for 6th can beused 
In the passive in this meaning: This Idler h n Y  
been signedfot 2 if a football player signs for a 
club, he formally agrees to play for that team: 
When did Ccrntona sign for Unzled? 
Ov+prev 

,sign 'in; ,sign 8b 'In to write your name or the 
name of a guest when you amve at an ofliw, a 
club, etc: AII visitors must sign in on arrival. o 
You haus lo k signed in by a member: 
IEB slgn out, slgn sb out 
Qv+adv v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,sign 'off 4 (BrE) to end a letter, a postcard, etc: 
I'll stgn ofl now andm this. 2 to end a broad- 
cast by saying goodbye or playing a piece of 
music: 11l sign ofl with a remnder to tune in 
again lomorrow. 
*v+sdw 

,slgnsb 'off ( B W  to say officially that sb ls tw 
ilvslck to work for a particular period: The doc- 
lorsignarihimofffira we&+ EBTdoctw 
ev+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,sign sth 'off (BrE) to give your formal approval 
to sth, by signing your name: She signed ofT all 
the inuorces. 
+v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+adv 

,ilgn loti on sth @n&, W o r m f i  to express 
your approvalof 5th formally and definitely: The 
President hnnr't yet s i d  ofl on this remrt. 
Q v+adv+prep 

,sign 'on I (SrE, infirman to sign a form stating 
that you are unemployed so that you can receive 
payment from the government. He had to sign on 
when the fmoryclosed. 2 (oM-fashwned,dmg to 
announce the start of broadcasting for the day: 
Tha isJmk Gruinger siRnm,: on. 
@ v+adv 

@gn 'on; ,sign sb 'on =SIGN UP, SIGN SB UP Eric 
has been. signed onfir  the team as gaolhwper: o 
S h d l  Ilstgnnyou onfir thepaintingchs? o I I r a  
so sign on as a mediculassistunl. 

,dgn 'out; ,sign sb 'out to write your nameor the 
name of a guest when you leave an &oe, a club, 
etc: Don't f o ~ ~ e t m  sign oul whenmugo. o You must 
swyourgaresIs out when they leave theclub. 
FE) slgn In, algn ab In 
e v + a d v  * v+nlpron+adv 

,sign sth 'out to sign a document to say mcially 
that 9th can be remowd from a place w that you 
have taken it: Thm? is M mrd OJ thefile being 
sag?& outagah. + v+ nfpron + a& + v +adv + n 

,sign sth ' w e r ( ~ s b ) W @ v e y o u r r l g h t s o r p ~  
erty t o  ab else by signing a document: He signed 
thehouse over to his daughter 
(4v+nlpmn+adv v+aciv+n 

,sign 'up: ,sign ab 'up (also ,sign 'on, .*gn sb 
'on hfrequenl )  1 (wlthhr sb) to sign a docu- 
ment saying that you agree to work for sb, play 
for their team, etc.; to persuade sb to do this: 
She's sigraed up wrth an employment agew. o 
We'ue signed up uphm mtu pluyers. o Who has 
beensigneduploslar inthenawmovie?2(for 8th) 
tomange todoacourseof studybyaddingyour 
name or sb else's name to the list of pmple doing 
it: I've signed up for a poflery m u m .  o Shall I 
sign you up for the lvorkshop lw? 3 to agree to 
become a member of the armed forces; to per- 
suade sb to do this: He tried tu sign up when he 
wasonlyfiflwn. 
+v+adv + v+adv+n b v+nlpmn+adv 

,slM 'up; ,silt affi 'up to k o m e  blocked with 
sand, mud, etc. that has been brought by flowlng 
water; to blmk sth in this way: The old harbour 
has silted up. o Mud is silting up the st- 
&v+adv +v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

simmer ~'srma(r)/ 

,simmer '%wn (inJbrmal) to become calm after 
a per~od of anger, excitement, violence. etc: Just 
srrnmerdourn and we'll discuss this calm& 
E3 cool down, calm down 
@ v + s d u  

,sing a'lomg (with nwsth), ,sing a'lmg (to ah) 
to sing together with sb who is already singing 
or while a record, radio, or musical instrument 
IS playing: He sung along with the CD. o Wesang 
along loall thesongs. 
Qvradv 
b 'singalong n an informal occasion at which 
people sing songs together: We had a gnmt sing- 
along in lhepub last night. 

,sing 'out: ,slng sth 'out to sing or say sth 
clearly and loudly: Sang out so ihar mryone can 
hwr o If you need anything. justsingout. 
&v+adv + v+adv+speech + v+adv+n + 

v+ nlpmn + ~ d v  

,sing 'up (BrE) to sing more loudly: Sing up. I 
can't hearyou. + v+adv 

single I ' s K , ~ ~ !  

,single s h t h  'out (for stwas sblsrh) to choose 
sblst h from among a group for special comment 
or treatment: They singled her o u t f o r ~ i c u l a r  
pram. o He rwssmnglen: oul ras Me kstsfudenL 

Single sbisth out is often used in the pas- 
sive Why had Aidan been singled out for sp?cial 
turn tment? 
+v+adv+n * v+dpmn+adv 

sink /sqkl (mnk /~~enk/runk /snqk/).or (less 
frequent sunk, sunk) 

,sink 'back (Into sth) to move or fall backwards, 
or lie down, especially when you are feeling 
tired.: She sank back into her c h f t  o He mnk 
bock against thepiilows, &us?&. 
Qv+adv 

,sink 'in; ,sink 'into a h  1 (of Iiquids) togodown 
into another substance: Apply the moisturiser 
and let rt smk in. o The rain sank into the dry 
ground. ,sx*, be absorbed (Into 8th) 2 (of 
words, etc.) to be fully undemtood or M i z e d :  
I t m k a w h i k f o r t h e ~ w s  UJsInkin. o H e g a u d  
so let hls words sink into her bruin. IEZEl words, 
n w s ,  meanlng 
e v t a d v  

b "sunk In am to be in a state of unhappi- 
ness or deep thought: She just sat them smk In 
thought. 

'#ink into sth to go gradually into a less active, 
happy or ple-t state: She sank: into a deep 
s k p .  o Hesankdeeper Inio depression. 

dapresslon doseend lnto afh ((more 
forma0 
O v + m  

,sink 'Into sth: ,sink sth 'Into sth to go deep 
into sth solid: to make sth sharp do this: Sharp 
teeth sank into his arm. o The dog sank I ts  twth 
mto my leg. + v+ prep e v+ nlpmn + pnep 



$Ink 8th 'rnto sth to spend a lot of money on a 
business or an activib for example in order to 
make money h m  it in the future: We sank all 
oursauings into thenew mmpany. 
EQi a fortune IET) plough sth into 8th + v+ nlpmn + prep 

'sip al ~ t h  todrink sth sIowly, takigavery small 
amount each time: Shesippadat her flee. 
l3E drink 
Q v +  prep 

siphon (&o 1-1 I%&/ 

,lphon dh  'off Ifran .th) (fnformi) to mow 
money or resouroes from one plam to another, 
usually illegally: Shesiphomfoffprplits into her 
own h n k a m u n t  
BEl money, funds IEB dlvwt sthImowfofmal) 
+v+adv+n v+nlpron+achr 

,sit a'round; ,+It a'round sth (BrE o h  ,,sit 
a'boutl'mund, ,aR aaboWmund sth) to spend 
time sittlng down doing very little: I'm far foe 
b q  lo srl around here all day. o We sat ohu t  
tatkingfir msi of themorning. o Ail wemulddo 
lurss slt around and wait. a They wre srtfing 
around #he Rowchatting. 
*v+adv * v + w p  

,sit 'back 1 to sit or lean comfortably in a chalr: 
H e s ~ t k k h h i s c h a l r ~ c l o s e d h i s ~ ,  2(and 
do sth) to relax, especially b y  not getting too 
involved in or m i o u s  about sth: Now all the 
work's done we mn sit back and enjoy things! o 
Areyougoing bsit backand k t  medoeueiyihing? 
+v+adv 

,slt 'by to do nothingto stop sth bad or unpleasant 
happenin& I'm not going tosit by and Ietan hi-m 
m t  m n g o  tojug. 
EZ9 stand by 
@ v+adv 

,sit ' d m  t to lower your body until you are sit- 
ting on a chair, etc: Plwra d t  downro We sot 

,sit 'sb down to help or persuade sb to sit down 
either for a rest or to discuss sth: She sat him 
down in font of thepw. 0 We nsed to sit him 
down andtxplain Ihesituntion. 
I5Il Sit sb down is not used in the passive. + Y + nlp~on + adv 

,slt yourself 'down IWrmaO to lower your 
bcdy until youares~ttingonachair, etc: mmin 
and sityoumlf down. 
+ Ses?~.k0 SIT DOWN 1 
+v+pmn+adv 

'sit for sblsth to be a mdel  foran artist or a phe 
tographer She sad for some of the most Jamus 
urlistsof h e r b  
e V + P ~  

,sit 'in (on sth) to attend a meeting, aclass, etc. to 
watchit,notto takep8rt:Iwasallolwdlosit inon 
the hat ing.  o f sat in on someEnglish c-, 
ev+achr 
b 'slMn n a form of protest h which people ref- 
use to Ieave a factom a buildbg, etc: Workers 
d e c W  tostage adbin. 

,sit 'In for rbb dosb'sjob orperform sb's duties 
whlle they are away: The chi@ reporter @ma sat 
in for Ceorgeas edifor 

stand In Cr  sb 
Qv+adw+prep 

'sft on st41 1 to be a member of a group of people 
such as a committee: How many m p l e  slt on the 
commit&? o My mother sat on the jury during a 
famous murder trmL BKi m m l t t g s ,  counell2 
(nmrmd) to do noth~ng about a lener, report. 
etc. that sb has sent you: They'ue heen sitting on 
my applimtionfor a month nom 

v + prep 
El sk on the 'fence to m i d  becoming involved 
in deciding or i ~ u ~  something: You can't 
go on sitting on the f .  trying not io upxi any. 
Mr (be) sMng on a 'fortunergold mlns &for-  
mal) to own sth very valuable, often when you do 
not realize it: Hispaintings am I n m t  deman$, 
Byouhuusone. youmuldbasitlingonagoldmine. 

,sR 'Out to sit outsidesomewhere rather than inside: 
It'stcmwldnowlos~out. o Let'ssitoillon thebakuny. 
A v + n r b  " -- 

down on the soh. 0 When evewne urns duiw ,sit sth #out to not take part in a dance, game or 
down, he begwr. +We ah0 SIT YOURSELF DOWN 2 
(and do to give time and attention to sth in otheractivlty: IthlnkIWgoingOsitthkoneout. 

E E  #mce 2 to stay in a place a n d  wait for 5th 
order to try to a problem or achieve sth: unpleasant or to to our a -$. 
We'ue drurily lyr 'luI s~oonlslumplwnr o We'lIjust haw b sit It out here 
prob&m throu#gh. 
@v+adv until things improve. , msltdown a strike, demonstration, pro- mil Sit 5th out is not used in the mssive. 

test,etc. imlvingpeoplesittingdmandrefus- @ * '+ pmnf v+n+adv(ram) 
ing to leave a place: lo slage a s8aown 0 a 'sit Over ~ t h  to haw a meal or a drink in a slow 
slt&wn protest 2 [sing.] (BrE, fqfornml) a short relaxed way: We sat O J X ~  breakfast and P h M  
rest whilesitting: I&asitdawn. t h h y  OM. 

EZi breakfast, dlnner, etc. 
0 v+prep 

,sit 'mund; ,sit 'round sth (BrEj =SIT AROUND, 

SIT AROUND STH 

'"It through sth to stay until the end o f  a per- 
formance, speech, meeting, etc, that yw think Is 
borin~ or too long: We had to sSt through a whole 
dinner without a clgamrle. o I cun'l sit through 
four houn of Shahpeare! + v + prep 

,IN 'up 1 to be or to move yourself into a sitting 
position, for example, from lying d m :  He sot 
un turned the lighton.and h k e d a f  his umtch. o 
Doyoufeetwllenough losftrrpyet?2 tonot go to 
bed until later than usual: We scrl up lala watch- 
ing a movie. stay up 3 (and do sth) to sud- 
denly give yaur attention to sth: We & an 
advert thar wrIl make people sit up and take 
notice. o This will make them srl up and IWn. 
@ v * &  
b 'sltup n an exercise in which you move from 
lying down to a sitting position: I do about sixty 
sit-ups a &. 

,sR sb 'up to mow sb from lying to a sitting rn 
ition: Shesat the baby up in thepram. 
Q v + dpmn + adv 

,$lze W h  ' up  (iqfornaal) to form a judgement 
or an opinion o f  sblsth: T h  tw oppownts were 
sizing each other up. o I sized up the situation 
wry quick$ 
E$Zl sltuat4on rsmR sum rblsth up (assMsth) 
+v+nlpron+artu*v+adv+n 

skate (skertl 

,skate 'mrla'mund sth (BrE a h  ,sMa 
'round sth) to talk about sth dimcult or embar- 
rassing quickly, wrthout giving attention to 
details: She skated ouer the next purl of her story. 
QV+WP 

sketch {sketJl 

,sketch sth 'In to give more information or 
detalls about sth: He sketch& in the buckgmrurd 
do rh~cllse. o lZIskeWl im thedetuils Inter foryolr. 
o Y ~ u n e a I l o s M  In hischaractera littiemum. 
@iJ backgrwnd, hlstory 2 to add 5th to a draw- 
ing quickly or roughly: She sketched in e fern 
more trees. o Isketched in theoutlineof thehow. 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,sketch sth 'out 1 to draw all the main features 
of sthwwlthoutshowingexactdetaUs: HeskeYched 
out sum preliminary designs. 2 to give a brief 
general description of a plan or an idea: She 
sketched out the plots cf her novels in an exercise 
book. EE) outline sth (marefom0 
Qv+adv+n + v*nlpmn+adv 

,skim sth 'off1 to removeasubstancesuch asfat 
from the surface of a liquid: Skim ofi thefat and 
r e h t  ths!ew. 2 to take the best  pa^? of sth for 
yourself, often in an unfau or dishonest way: 
She" ken skimming off a percentam of the 
~ r o f i ~ & ~ b r y w t s .  
+v+adv+n v+ntppn+adv 

,skim 'thmgh sth to read sth very quickly in 
order to get a general impression or to And a p w  
ticular point: Ioniy had rime to skim through the 
remn. o He skmmed through the article trying 
tofind his name. 
ERi b k , l e t t e r  
+v+prev 

skimp w m p ~  

'skimp on 8th to spend less money artimeon sth 
than is normal or neces?,ary: Older plople 
shonZdn't skimpm f i o r  heading. 
EB hold back m 5th 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

,s klp 'off (Brm l a b  ,skip 'out AmE, BrEj (illfw- 
rrsno to l e m  a place secretly or suddenly# espe- 
clally for a dishonest reason. for example to 
mold paying for sth: They skippd off without 
pay iw + v+adv 

,skip 'out on sbmth ( A d ,  informal) toleave sb, 
espxially when they need you, or when you have 
a responsibility towards them; to try to avoid a 
dficult  situation by leaving a plaoe: He just 
skipped out on his wre leaving her with four kids 
lo toke cure of o He umfound 12 ymrs after he 
skipped out on dnrgscham~. 
EBO run wt on s b ( m i n f l y  BE) 
&v+adv+prep 

,skirt a'rownd sth ( R r E a h  ,skirt 'munt! &)I 
to be or move around theedge: Weskir;irtedarowMt 
the pand und crossed the bridge. 2 to avoid dis- 
cussing or dealing with a dimcult or embarrass- 
ing subject: S k  tactfully skirfed around the 
subject of mongr subject, question 
Sk i r t  aroundlround sth can beused in the pas- 
sive in thls meaning: The issue wm skirted 
around foryeam. 
M S k L r t  8th is also uwd with both these 
mmnings: the road that skirtedthelnke o io skirt 



,sklw '&, ,ski- 'off 8th (BrE, Mown@ to 
avo~d work or schwl by stayingaway or leaving 
early: Icanskiveoffforafew hours. o Idacidedlo 
skive fl school and &I1 my mum I had a bad 
h e .  
EE school, wm'k EEL) bunk off, bunk of! rth 
(Brm 
EEltl Skive can also be used, but not skive sth: 
U'ti~re's 3 b m ? l ~ t h e ' S ~ k i ~ I R &  worn! 
9 u+adv v+prep 

slack /sla?k/ 

,slack ' d t o d o  sthmoreslowly orworkless hard 
than before: We mn't slack off until everythtt&g is 
pnwhed. 
)BYH) easa OPf 
+v+adv 

slacken rs~&m/ 
,slacken 'off to k m e  less busy or active: 

We've been rwlly B q ,  bui thingsum starting to 
slacken now. 
<3r+adv 

slag  IS^! (sg.1 
,slag s h t h  'off(BrE,shng)tocritfcizesblsthin 

a cruel, unk~nd way: He's dways shgging hk 
brotherofl 

tun sWsth down (BrE), cut rblath down 
VlM, m o r e f o m 0  
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+edv+n 

slam tsleemi (am) 

,slam a'galnsl sbMsih:,slam sblsth a'galnsl 
sb/sth = SLAM INTOlACAlNST SBlSTM, SLAM 

SH~STH INTO/AGAIMST SBlSTH 

,slam sth 'dorm (odonta sth) to put sth down 
witha lat of force, especially when you are angry: 
S h  slummed the book down on the habIe. 0 I 
slammeddown thephone(= put thereceiver down 
and ended the phone con-tion) in a mge. 
EZEi phone, meelver 
Qv+dpron+& * v+edv+n 

,slam 'inton'gainst ssblsth; ,slam sbkth 
'intola'galnst $b/$th to crash, or tomake sth 
crash, into sth with a lot of force: The jeep 
slammed inlo the wall. o l n  the crash she was 
sIamnmed agaiwt the back oy t h  smt. + v + prep v+ nlpron + prep 

,slam 8th 'On if you slam on the brakes o f  a 
vehicle, you press your foot very hard on the 
brake and make the vehicle stop very quickly: A 
child suddanly mn out into the road and I had to 
sbm on the brakeses 
EE only brakes EB Jnm mth on 
+v+adv+n + u*nlpron+adv 

slap 18-1 (-P) 

,slap sb a'boWa'round (ltlfirmaE, e s p ~ i ~ l l y  
BrE) to hit sb regularly or often, used especially 
of a man hitting a woman: He & to m m  h c k  
drunkandslap his wifeumund. 
kZE) knock sb amund 
Q v +  ntpmn + a& 

,slap Sb 'down (irlfornaal) to criticize sb or their 
ideas or suggestions in an unfair wa~: often in 
public: He trred to obj~cl, but mas irnmedin&Iy 
slapped down. o f l  you rrPk a puestlon, she just 
slupsyou dawn. 
,sv*, E U ~  sb down WmE) 
&v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

$lap Sth 'down (onEonto sth) to put sth onto a 
surface ina quick andoftennoisy w a ~ :  especially 
because you are angry: Heslappddown a copy of 
t h e h k o n  the table. 
Qv+nlpmn*adv + v+adv+n 

,slap sth 'on; 'slap s h  on sblsth ( i r l f o r ~ n  to 
announce suddenly that sb must have a punish- 
ment, olxy a new rule etc., often when this is 
unfair Judges Iaaw been shpping on Ionger 
prison sentences. o The government slapped a 
new laxon high earners. + v+ nlpmn + prep 

,slap sth 'on: ,slap ath 'onronb sth (irtfor- 
mal) to spread a substanm on a surface quickly 
and carelessly: I'd &tier slap some make-up on 
before I g 0  out. 
EEi palnt, makeup 
@ v + nlpron + adv + v +adv + n Y + nlpron+ prep 

,Slap 8th on sth (infurmal) to increase the price 
o f  sth suddenlv: They've slappad 5Gp on lheprice 
of ctgarettes. 
@ v + nlpron + prep 

,slap 8th 'onto sth = SLAP STH ON, SLAP STH 
ON~ON'PO STR 

slash isleeji 

'slash at sblsth (with ah) to attack sb violmtly 
with a knife, etc, and try to cut themlit: He 
slashedat hisopponeni's face wlth a knife, 
Q V+PBP 

,slave a'way (at sth) (usually u.W in &progres- 
sive tmses) used to emphasize how hard you are 
working, especially when you think pmple do 
not recognize this or feel grateful: I've been slaw 
rng away ail day trying toget this workpn~hed. 
e v + a &  

sleep /sli.pt (shpt, shpt/dept/) 

,sleep a'round (tnformnl. dlsappmving) to have 
sex with many difPerent m e r s  
Qv+adv 

,sleep 'in to remain In MI longer than usual in 
the morning: She -I& s k p s  in on Sundays. 
,sv*, Ile In ( B E ,  i q f o m l )  

Compare oversleep, whlch meam to sleep 
loilgerthan you intended. 
+v+adv 

,sleep sth 'off to get better after sth, especially 
drinking Wo much alcohol, by  sleeping: He'sstill 
sleeping o f f  y w r d a y ' s  hangove~: o Co homeand 
sleep is on 
Q v + a d v * n  + v+dpmn+adv 

'sleep on sth to delay W i n g  a decision about 
sthuntil thenext day so that youcan thinkabout 
it: Sleep on it amf ktmeknow Sommul 
14v+pwv 

,sleep 'out to sleep outdoors: We slept out most 
nights when we mr@ in G m .  
Q v+adv 

,sleep 'over to stay the night at sb else's home: 
Thekidsareshpingover withfriends. o It's uery 
latenow-whydon't~usleepowr? 

Compare wedeS?p, which means to sleep 
longer than you intended. 
Q v + a h  
b 'slmpover n a party for children or young 
people when a group of them spend the night at 
one house 

,sleep 'through 8th to not be woken up by sth 
such as a loud noise or a lot of activity: She slept 
right through the thundernorm of 'm qfraid I 
slept through the alarm. o Did he skep through 
the whole incident? 
e V + P ~ ~ P  

'sleep together; 'sleep w lh  sb ( imrma0 to 
have sex with sb, especially sb you are not mar- 
ried to: They h u e  been sleeping together for 
mnlhsnolu 
Qv+adu + v + m p  

slice ISMS! 

,slice 8th 'off; ,allee sth 'off sth 1 to remove a 
thin piece of 5th from sth larger by cutting The 
top of hislinger luas sliced off in on mfdeni. o 
Shaslicedaprmof mwtoff  lhe./oint. 2 to reduce 
sth b y  a particular amount: Hesliced twosec~nds 
off  the world m r d .  
+v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv + v+ntpron+pp 

,slice 'through sth (espchlly Brm to pass 
thmugh sth very easily: Th@ axe sliced through 
the wood like butter o CISgumtiw) He s I W  
through all my objecttons. 
+'+PEP 

,sl?ca sth 'up to cut 8th into flat thin pieces: 
Woukl you ~Iiwtkcecucumber up? 
+u+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

slick 
,slick a h  'backrdown If you slick your hair 

baclo'down you make it lie flat by putting oil, 
water, etc. on it: His hair roas slicked k k .  o He 
stiIlslicksdown his hair with oil. 

hair 
Slick 8th d m  is oftenused in the passive. 

+v+nlpmn+adu + v+adv+n 

slim / s h /  (-mm) 

,slim 'down to become thinner, for example as a 
resultof eatingless: Sheslimnreddown lo 60kilos 
before her w i n g .  

M m d m  
Q v+adv 

,slim 'down; ,sllrn sth 'down to make sth, such 
as an organizatfon or a cornpanx smaller by 
employing fewer people, reducing the amount of 
work done, etc: Them!  indurhv has had to slim 
down, o Thefirm had to slim down its luorkj%rce. 
o a sIimmd down curriculum 
EB) trlm down, trlm ath down 
Qv+adv + v+adv+n r v+nlpron+adv 

,slip eWay 1 (aLw;sllp 'off) toleave quietly with- 
out attracting attention: I slip& away lo my 
room lo write some letiers. o He managed lo sElp 
OR alonefor an hou,: 2 (also .slip 'by) i f  a period 
of time slips away, it passes more quickly than 
you realire, She could see her chiMhoad slipping 
away. o The sfiernoon slrpped n w p  3 (fmm sb) 
to d~sappear: to die orto stop existing. He slipped 
away (= died)pwcefulIy during the night. o Ifelt 
thegame was slipprg awayfrom me (= I was los- 
ing). 
@ v + &  

,slip ';by =SLIP AWAY 2 T l m J u s t d t o s l i p  by. 
2 if an opportunity; etc. slips by, it passes and 
you do not use it: I try neuer to let a cham to 
trauel slip by. 
Qv+adv 

,slip sth 'in; ,slip sth '[do sth to add 9th to a 
speech, conversation m written text quickly or 
secretly: He usually siipsa coupleof jokes rntohis 
lectures o She slipped in a few mmmenls h u t  
her boyfriend. 
<4v+adv+n * v+nlpron+adr + v+nlpmn+pmp 

,slip 'Into ath to put dotheson quicklyand eas- 
ily: I'I1just slip into something more mrrlfortobk. 

dm-, shoes, etc. lE!9 sllp out of sth + w 
nko SLIP STH OFF; SLIP STH OM 2 to pass into a 
particular state or situation, especially a dim- 
cult or unpleasant one: Thepatient sirpH inlo a 
m m  o The mmmy has slip@ info recession. 
EZEl coma, sleep, racas#lon, debt 
e v + prep 

,dip 'off =SLIP AWAY 1 



s~tp off a . .  

,slip sth 'off to take clothes or shoes off quickly 
andeaslly:ShePipppdhershoesfl by thedoor o 
Sl ipof fwur cmtandI'lI mnkewmetea. 
FZEI coat, shoes, ate. E E l  slip nth on 
+ S B ~ U ~ S L I P  INTO STH; SLIP OUT OF STH 
e~+n lp ron+adv  v+adv+n 

,slip sth 'on to put clothes or shoes on quickly 
and easily: Hold ona I'll just slip my mat on, lhmr 
rvlr beready. 

Sb,j=ket,ete,  EFB 8lfp ah oW 
3 seealso SLIP INTO STH; SLIP OUT OP STH 
+v+ntpmn+adv * v*adv+n 
b 'sllpan n [u$ually PI.] a shoe that you can put 
on and take ofT quickly and w i l y  without hav- 
ing to tie or fasten anything: a w i r o f  cheap slip 
ons o slipon shws 

,slip 'out Ii&rmO tf sth slim oat, you say it 
when you do not intend to: I didn't maan lo Cell 
him - St jwts[ippedout. 
+v+adv 

,slip 'out of sth to h k e  of€ clothes quickly and 
easily: She slipped out of her clothesand got inlo 
theshowr 
EE cloth-, dress, etc. EB sllp lnto nth 
+See SLIP STH OFF: SLIP STM ON + v+prep + v+adv*prep 

,slip 'Over to slide a short distance and fak He 
slippwfoueron the Ice& h k e  his kg. 
6 v+adv 

,slip 'through; ,slip 'thmugh sth if sth or sb 
slips through or slips through a system, etc., a 
person or a system fails to find and deal with 
itlthern: Mistakes occaswnaily slip thmugh. o 
Somehow he slip& through the company's 
s c r e e n i n g p m .  
Qv+abv  + v+prep 

(let ssth) sllp through your Wnwn if s'blsth 
sltps throngh your fingers, you hi1 to keepor 
use itlthem: The thld had slip@ through their 
fingers yet wain. o You've wasted yow time at 
co llegeondlet your chancesslzp through yourfin- 
gers. slip thmugh the 'net when sbFsth slips 
thmugh the net, an organization or a system 
falls to find them and deal with them: We tried to 
contact all lheJormm students, but wme dipped 
lhrough thenel. 

,slip 'up {war ath) (informcl0 to make a careless 
mistake: Islipped upowr #wda& of them&ing. 
o He slipped up in his mkukztlons, o We slipped 
up there. ddn't we? 
+v+adu 
t 'sllpup n lirlformtrl) a careless mistake: One 
small s l ipupmuldmt us theektion. 

slob /s l~b:dmEslmb~ (-bb-) 

,slob a'roud'ovt, ,$lob a'round sth (BrE, 
slang) b spend time bang lazy and doing noth- 
mp: We just sbbbed aul in fmnl of the teily last 
nrghi. o Are you going ta sbb wound in your 

pyjamcrs all marwing? o I &tided lo slob wound 
ihemmpsite instadof going swimming. 
e v t a d v  r v+prep 

,slog a'way (at sth) (tnformar) to work hard and 
steadily at sth, especially a boring or difficult 
task, for a long time: He shggcd a m y  at that 
mpori for weeks. 
+v+adv 

,slog H 'wt (BrE, irlformal) =SLUG IT OUT 

,dog 'through 8th (informal) to work haml and 
stead* at nth, especially a boring or aimcvlt 
task, for a long time: Iseem tohawdewrsbgging 
through this W k  for weeks. + v +  prep 

.slop a'bwtra'mund 1 (In 8th) lo€ a liquid) to 
move around in a container, offen so that some 
liquid comes over the edge: Water warr sloppirag 
about in the bottom of the k t .  E 9  slosh 
amundlabaut 2 (In 8th) tomwe amund in water, 
mud, etc: Shesloppd around in tbmlingwatal:  

slosh aroundlam 3 (BrE, i?@rml, dis- 
approurng) to spend timerelaxing or being lazy: 
Slw used lo slup around all day in old jeans and 
swwlsharts. EE) slouch about/-nd ( B t o ,  
hang around 
+v+adv 

,slop 'out (Brm when prlsonea 8lop out, they 
empty the ccmtainers that they use as tollets 
@ v + a d v  

,slop 'over; ,slop 'mar sth (of a liquid) to mwe 
around in a container so much that some liquid 
comes out over the edge: Some iea hod shpped 
ouer into Ihesamr o Watwslop&ouer theedge 
of thehuth. 
Q v+adv r v+prep 

slope islaup;AmEslmp/ 

,slope 'off (BrE, in@rmnt) to go awaJr especially 
w~thout being noticed, in order to avoid doing 
work, talking to sb, etc: He a l w y s  slopes ofl tf 
thew's any work to be done. o Where we you try- 
ingtoslopeoflto? 
*v+sdv  

,slosh a'round (also ,slosh a'lrrmt apcfn t l y  
BrE) (In sth) (irbformal) 1 (of a llquid) to move 
around nolslly in a container: The water was 
sloshing a b u t  in the bucket. slop 
ahuUamund 2 to mow around noisily In sth 
Eiq~ud: The chi [dm were sloshing around in the 
puddh.  EB@ slop  boutl la round 3 (Rrm 

(especially a€ money) to be present in large 
quantities: There seems to be W o J  mow slosh- 
ingaround inpmfessionnl tennis. 
&v+actv 

,slot 'In; ,slot 'Into sth if sth dots in or slots 
lnto sth, it fits easily and exactly into a $woe, 
especially the space made or designed for it: This 
blt shfs in neatly jllsl hm?. o Thrs prece is meant 
to sht into this grooue. o (&urntiw) E cbidn't 
understand everything at the lime, but btet rt all 
slotted hloplace. 

~CeakO SLOT STH IN, S W T  STH INTO STH 
Qv+adv + v+prep 

,dot sbisth 'In to manage to find a time to see sb 
or to do sth: Imn slotyou in lomorrowatfolour 
EBB fit sWsth In 
Qv+n/pron+a& + v+adv+n 

,$Id sth 'in; ,sld 9th 'into sth to put some- 
thing into a space that is available or designed 
for it: He slotted a coln into the hahiachine. o I$R 
urntive) The final pieces of the puzzle had been 
slotted into plum and I understand what was 
happening 
+We a h  SLOT IN, SLOT INTO STH 
Q v + nlpron + a& + v+adv + n + v+ nlpmn + prep 

,slot te'gethec ,slot A and B tongether if 
two th~ngs slot together, or sb sloh them 
together, they fit together easily and exactly: 
The base cumes in two secihm that srmply slot 
to+yiher o T h e p m  am p w t  ready to he shl-  
red l o g e t k  
@v+edv + v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

,slouch a 'hWrwnd;  ,slouch a'boutr 
a'round sth (BrE, disappmvrn@ to spend time 
relaxing or belng lazy: He slouches around all 
day rending comics. o She wasted the dw slouch- 
ing~bout  thehouse. 
ETQ slop abouffamund (Brh'), hang around 
+v+adv  4 v+prep 

slough lslnfl 

,slough sth 'off 1 to remove or get rid of a layer 
of dead skin, etc: Slough ofl diyskfn omrr w k .  

shed sth 2 (formal) to get rid of sth that 
you no longer want: He wm not abk lo sbugh off  
the memories the pasl, o Resp~nsibiliIles ore 
not siouglaedoff $0 wstl jr  
Qv+adv+n + v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv(m(rore) 

,slow 'down; ,slow sblsth 'down (also , a h  
'up, ,slow sblsth 'up less frequent) 1 to go, or to 
make sWsth go, at a slower speed: Slow down, I 
can't keep up with you. o The bus slowed up as it 

89 smash down .,.. ~ ........................................................... *,,....+ ,,.... ....... ,,." .... ,,, ..... ,,. 

approached the junction. o The h w r  slowed us 
down. o The rooOrmrks are slowing the hqfJic up 
in the mornings. 2 to lx less active or develop 
more slowly; to make sWsth do this: He h k s  ill, 
he shouId slow down. o The mmnqv h slowed 
doron, o Thq clatm they mn slow up the ageing 
P- 
e v + a d v  + v+nlpmn+adv + v*adv+n 
b 'slowdown n I adecrease in the rate of activity 
or production: a slowdown in the mommy 2 
(AmE)a protest that workersmakeby doing their 
work more slowly than usual: The unwn threat- 
ewdaslowdownlfthelr demantdswemnotmf. 

,slug f l  'Out (BrE a h  ,slog It 'out) (irtfbrmal) ta 
fight; to compete until sb has won: The two com- 
panimslugged iloutfi~therrshnreof the market 
o The D e m m t s  and the Republicans will k 
slugging itout In Nouemkr 
Q v+ft+adv 

sluice jsim! 

,sluice sth 'downrout (especially Brm to wash 
or clean the surface of sth with large amounts of 
water: They shim the streets down e m  morn- 
i q .  o An attendant was sluiczng oui i& than- 
g 1 g  rooms. 
Qv+adv+n + v+rdpmn+adv 

smack /-kl 
'smack oi ath to seem to contah an unpleasant 

altitude orquality: H t s m m m e n l s ~ k o f  racism. 
@ Y * P ~ P  

smarten Irma*: AmE 2mwrtnj 

,smarten 'up 1 ( a h  ,sma&n you-U 'up) to 
make yourself neater, tidier, or more atmctive: 
You need to srnurlen IyourseU) up Wore you go 
out. EE) sprwe yourself up 2 (especialhy AmE) 
to become more clever and aware of things: 
You'll have to smarten up if you u n t  lo pms 
thoseexams. 
@ v + a d v l  afsov+pmn+adv 

'smarten sW&h 'up (especicElly BrE) to make a 
person or a place neater, tidier or more attract- 
ive: The hotel h a  been smorrened rap by the new 
owners. o She did her best to smarten her bus- 
band lip. 
FE) spruce sblrth up 
Q v+ adv + n v+ nlpron + adv 

smash I S ~ J ~  

,smash sth ' d m  to make sth fall by hitting it 
very hard and breaking it: Tkpol iw  decided to 
smash the doordown. 
B E  door 
6 v+nlpron+adv v+adv+n 



smash In 2i 

,Smash sth 'in to make a hole in sth or  destmy it 
by hitting it very hard: The doll's fm had 
smashad in. o (irlformal) He threntemd lo smash 
my k d  in(= hit my head very hard). 
D d  door, W, heed EE? bash sth In (infor- 
mal, e s ~ h l l y  BrE) 
ev+nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,smash sth 'up to damageor destroy sth by hit- 
tlng ~t very h a d  A bunch of thugs bmke in rsnd 
s m h a d  the p h  up. 0 He smashed his mr up 
last uwek (= he had a crash). 
EGi car, Zhlngs, place 
Qv+rdpmn+adv v+adv+n 

smell /smel/ ( s m * ~ ~ ,  smelled, BrEaLw 
smelt. smell /smelt/) 

'smell of 8th to have the smell of sth: The baby 
smelIed of m p  and milk o Can put your c&- 
aretteout? Tdon't rmnt my mrnmll inguf  smoke. 
O v + m  

come uplout of 8th mdllng of 'msw 
(informa0 to still have a good reputation, even 
though you have been involved in sth that might 
have given people a bad opinion of you 

,Smell slNsth 'out 1 to be aware of feac danger, 
trouble, etc. Ln a situation. He could smell out 
w e u k m  inofhers. 2 (of dogs) to detect sblsth, by 
smelling: The dogsure trained tosmeIiou1drugs. 
,avH, sniW sblrlh out 
+v+adv+n 4 v+ri/pmn+adv 

,smell sth 'out (Bra (AmE ,smetl sth 'up) tom 
a place with an unpleasant smell: Thatfih m l t  
the whole houseout. 
IZF) stlnk 8th out (Rrm, stlnk sth up 0 
Qv+nlpron+adv + v*aW+n 

smile /marl/ 

'smile OnNpOn a h t h  v o m l  or  I&#emiy) if 
fortune, fate, etc. smiles on you, you are very 
lucky and suc&ul: Fortune smiled on us that 
night and theplune landed snleiy. 
+ S W U ~ P R O W ~ ~  O N  SBlSTH * v + prep 

smoke /smauk;AmEsmwk/ 

,SmDke sbMh 'out 1 to make sWsthmme w t o f  
a place by filling it with smoke: T h e m  i s  llsed lo 
smoke the k s  out. 3 to find sblsth that is causing 
a problem; to make sth that is secret publlcly 
known: The police are determined lo m k e  out 
the leaders of the gang. + v +adv + n + v + nlpron + adv 

smooth /smwb/ 

,smooth s t h  a'wayrout to rededuce or remove 
problems and diRiculties: The group was set up 
to smooth n m y  local d@kulties. o His anxieties 
wrequickly s m o o t h e d a w  
@v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,smooth sQh "down to make your hair or  your 
clothes smooth and flat with your hands.. He 
smlheddown hishair 
EZlI halr, skirt 
Qv+adv+n + v+rrlpmn+adv 

,smooth sth 'out 1 to make sth such as a piece of 
pppr or cloth smooth and flat with your hands: 
She trtad so s m l h  our the cnvnplad ktlec E E  
WblklOS, p a p r  2 = SMOOTW STH AWAY/OUT We 
are here lo s m t h  out any pmicalproblems.tor 
you. E3l differences, problems 
+v+adv+n t v+nlpmn+adv 

,smooth sth 'over to make a problem or diff- 
cnlty seem less serious or  easier to deal with, 
especially by talking to the people im1ved: She 
&red lo calm her mmrs down and smwth 
things o m ,  o The lIeaders managed io smwth 
over Wkdifferem. 
FE dlffamnew, things 
+v+adv+n + v+n/pmn+a& 

snack / snek/  

'snack on sth to eat mall amounts of fmd 
between or instead of meals: It's healthier ro 
snackon fruil mlherthan c b h t e .  
Q v +  prep 

,snap 'back(into sth)(AmEj (i?formaO =BOUNCE 
BACK [FROM S T H ) ~ ~  the tniiiatshmk, h e m n  
snapp?dbmkoShampp?dhwkmmherdnfly 
mutine swn uftm the opemlion. 

racomr I f  mm sth) 
Q v+adv 

,Snap Bth 'out to say sth in a sharp or  unpleasant 
way: Theser@ntsnapp8doutanorder 

Snap sth can be used with this mming:  
S l ~ e  snapped a n s w i o n s  to the lecura. 
Qv+adv+n + v+pron+adu v+n+adv(ksfrp 

q w l )  v+adv+spe%dr 

,snap 'out of &h; ,snap sb 'out ot s th( lnBr-  
ma0 to  make yourself, or help sb else, stop feel- 
ing upset, in a bad m o d ,  etc.; to wake up from a 
day dream: Come o n  Joe. Stlap our of it. o She 
w a s s m p p f o u l  of her m r i e  bythe soundof the 
door ofinlng. 
&v+adv+pmp * v+nlpmn+adv+prep 

,snap 'to l4 (i@ormaR uwdtotellsb to start work- 
1 n ~  harder or more quickly: This place bus 60 k 
clean by fhisewnlnglco snnp to it' + v+prep+~t 

,Snap SbMh 'up to buy or seize sth quickly and 
eagerly: Fans quickly snnpp?d up #he tickets, o 
(figurnlive) He wcrs snap@ up by Unrted 
6 v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,snarl 'up; ,snarl sth 'up if sth snarls up, or  sth 
snarls It up. ~t beoomes so confUsed, twisted, 
etc. that no part of ~t can mow: Thedog's -got 
s w M  up sn a bush. o The M c  snarls up aE 
$hot junction awry evening. o The miden t  
snarled up thp-fir the whole day 

Snarl 8th up i s  often used in the passive 
wlthgel: Thecrlycentregetssmrladup withlour- 
isrs in thesumnet 
&v+adv + v+adv+n v*nlpron+& 
r 'snarlup n ( B E ,  irlforml) a situation in 
which traffic i s  unable to move 

match /snets/ 

'match at sth 7 to try to take hoId of sth: SRe 
snalched at the letter in hls hnnd 2 (BrE) to take 
an opportunity to do sth eagerly and quickly: 
They snatched a t  ihecRrrnw to be happy. 
e v + prep 

sneak /snkk/ 
Theusual past form is sneaked, but muck 

is now very common in  W o r d  speech in 
American English andsome people use it in  Brit- 
ish English too. However, many people consider 
it incorrect and it should not be used in formal 
writing. 

,sneak ' up  (on nb) to approach sb very quietly, w 
that they do not see or  hear you until you reach 
them: He Iows sneaking up on me io scare ma. o 
Shesnuck up behind them andsuaXenIyshouled. 
Q v+adv 

sniff /snrf/ 

,mnlff a'mund; ,anW a'mund sthrsb (BrE 
olsa ,sniff "mund, ,snW "round sthlsb) (infor- 
mal) to go somewhere to try to find secret infor- 
mation about dhlsb or  to look for a particular 
person or thmg: Repmnlatrws from thstudIo 
were snmng  around for new lalent. o It won't be 
Iong before the press mme snifing around the 
dub. 
+v+adv*v+prep 

'sniff at d h  (i i@rmO to show a lack of interest 
in or resped for sth: AtJrsl he snfled of herfor- 
eign mays. 
e' V+PWP 
EEi not to be ' m W  at I i ~ r m n B  good enough 
to be acoepted or  c o n s i d e d  seriously: Her 
achrevement is not to besnrffeat. 

,snm s'bisth 'out 4 (especially of dam) to h d  
sbrsth by smelling: These dogs mn snfl out 
s rp los tm ,avH, smell sblath o u t 2 ( z n j o m ~  to 
find lnforrnation about sblsth: jownalisls 
t m i d  lo sntfJ' out a senwrfron or rr scandal o 
They're quich fa s n w  out a deception. D no- 
l th  wl 
@v+adv+n 4 v+nlpron+abv 

n soak up .................................... ~ ....................................... ........ ..--.. ,,..- .... , .... , 

,snltf 'round: ,snW 'round 9th (Brm = SNIFF 
AROUND, SNIFF AROUND STHlSB 

be/gd ,snowed 'Inrup to be unable to go any- 
where or leave a place because of heavy snow: 
WegotsmwPd in for thraedays. 
4 belget+v*adv 

belget  ,snowed 'under (wkh sth) to have so 
much work that you have problems dealing with 
~ t :  We'resnowed under with workat the momrit. 
Q belget + v + adv 

&/get , s n d  'up 0 1 = sE/GGAT SPIOWRD 
tu~up 2 (of a mad, etc.) to betbetame blocked 
w ~ t h  snow: Thedriwwsy wrrss t i l l snodup.  
@ betget+ v +  adv 

snuff 
,snuff sb 'out (ep&ulIyAmB to kill sb: He was 
snytxed out by the M@. 
@ v+n/pron+adv 4 v+adv*n 

,snuff sth 'out 1 to stop a flame h m  burning: 
She snt@ii& out #he mndles. EQ candie, name 

Snuff sth can a h  be used with this mean- 
 in^. 2 (mrrften) to suddenly end or  destroy sth:A 
moment of mindless violence snuffed out h.k life. 
o The revolution was quickly snIc(fed out. ESi 
Ilfe, h o p  
+v+adv+n c v+prm+adv 4 v + n + a d v ( h  

fwwnt) 

,snuggle 'down to make youmIf warm and 
mmCor table in your bed: He snuggld down and 
lwnt to sleep. 
@ v+adv 

,snuggle 'up (Wagalnat &!ah), ,~nuggle 'Up 
(in 8th) t~ get into a warm and comfortable pos- 
ition close to sbtsth or  in sth: Shesnuggled rrp io 
hrrn on the sqfa. o I'd hue 0 snug& ~ r p  in hd 
right now! 
F3 cuddle up (Wagalnst sb) 
&v+adv 

,soak 'Fn; ,soak 'Into sth (of a liquid) to pass 
into sth: Apply the oil to the wotd and h v e  it to 
soak in. 0 Thewinehadswkedinia themrw. 
+ v + &  + v+prep 

,soak Wthmugh; ,soak 'through sth (of a 
liquid) to  pass into or  through 8th B W  had 
waked through the bandage. 
g v + a d v  r v+prep 

,soak sth 'up 1 to  take in or absorb sth, espe- 
cially a liguld: Use a pzpzr lowl lo sorJr Up the 
wcess oil. o r n t i v e )  Thefarmers soak w (= 
use up) £1 billion of gowrnment aid a yea,: BEQ 
water, debts 2 to absorb sth into your senses, 



your body or your mind: ~a walked amuM the sort lsa* ,4inEsant/ 
*Own swkUng up Ihe ,sort sb 'OM (lqformat, espmblly B r a  to deal the atmosphem 

absorb 8th (moref3rmal) with sb who has been causing tmuble: They sent 

v + adv + n + v + nlpron + a h  (Iessfrequent) thelndsrouradtosonhimout 
deal wHh sb 

sober l 'swba l rk~mE'wr1  Qv+rdpmn+adv r v+a&+n 
. -. , - - . , . - . - - - - , 

,sort sblyOumelf 'out ( B E ,  it&rmat) 1 to find 
,sober 'up; ,sober sb 'up to becometor to make a solution to sb'slyour own pmblems, etc: It m k  

sb, no longer drunk: Idffi&d lo mlk h, months lo sort hemif out after #he diuom. 
sober up, 0 I rmd a b b k  mfllee to sober me w. o HH, was so upset it 6wk us an b u r  $0 mlm him 
( h 7 m r i u ~  apeCbl l~  BrE) we bwM at do, and mrt him out. BE) stratghton sblywr- 
m h t  Lmm but *n UP (= became MK out 2 to organize sb or ynussplf. You i d  the 
ser~ous) when wesa w his w ~ e ! ~ w m i o  m r  and I'll sort the kids out. o She's in k r  m m  
&v+adv v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n sort@kne(f outfor the trip (= packing clothes, 

,sock sfh a h y  (AIM, irbformu0 to save money 
by putting it in a bank or by buylngshares in a 
company, etc: She ofready tam $5DO mked away 
for college. o He mh oway half his salary eumy 
monthfor the how. 
Em monq 

v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

'sock It to sb ( i@rml  or hunwrous) used to 
encourage sb to do or say sth that will have a 
strong eEect, for example before an Interview, a 
sports game, etc: You'll befine. Jwt get in there 
a n d m k  i f  Yo them 

Sack it to sb js not used in the passive. 
Q v+1t+prep 

sod / s a d : ~ m ~ ~ ~ d l  (a) 

etc ). 
& v + n i ~ + a d v  

,sortsb 'out wlth sth (*bfwmal,~pcful@BrE)rE~ 
toprovidesb w~thsomething they need: I'msure 
wemn sortyou out with somedry clothes. 
& v + rdpmn + adv + prep 

,wrt sth 'out 1 to put sth in order; to tidy and 
organizesth: Ispent theoprmnsorl ingout  my 
stud3 room, atuff 2 (esmhlly BrEl to organ- 
m or arrange s2h. F h t  you have to sort out a 
IUD* perm it. 3 ( w m i ~ l l y  f3r.Q to decide on sth: I 
fmd to sort out whut c h t h a  to take withmeon the 
trip. El details, pr ior l t lesm In this meaning 
sort sth out is usually used w ~ t h  question words 
such as what, *re, etc. 4 to solve a problem: 
W@'uesorted t h e p m h h  out. EEi pmblem, meas 
5 (fmm sth) to separate sth from a larger group: 
50rI out the r@ pears from the rest. o sorted 

,sod A, shwl - to teU sb to go away: o ~ t ~ ~ c l o t h e s  IhatshdMn'twenrany more. 

Justsodoff andbm in-! ~v+n lpmn+adu + v+adv+n 

@v+adu 'ed n (BrE, Ir(form0 an act of arranging 
or oman~z im things in a neat and tidv way and 

soften r s n f n ; ~ m ~ ~ m ~  getting r ~ d  ofthin& you don't want 
,sort Itsen 'out (esjmiallv Bra if a problem 

,mfien gb 'UP (*rfwmn to try to make& more sorts itself out, It  stops being a problem with- 
willing to do sth for you by being very to out anyne havmg to do anything: He w k e  up 
them first: I k m w ~ u ,  YQu'reiwl t w n g  mm@n feeling ill ,  but thought ihe problem would soon 
me up! o They mftened the m&rs up with prom- sort riser out. 
iw they h d  no ~ n W i o n  of keeping. m!~ work ~wlf  aut 

mt sb up &v+oron+adv - .  
@u+adu+n v+n(p~on+adu ,sort 'through 8th to look through a number of 

,mmn s m h  'up to make an enemy weaker th ing  either In order to find a particular thing 
and easler to attack: It'll take t h  a few or to put them in groups: Slnemrt& through her 
bruises lo solen him w o TheartilIery wardrob for something lo wear: o They sorted 
tosoflen up theadvancingenernj thmueh thousandsaf o!d~hotos 

saldierl .wuld3a(r):~m~'90ul-1 sound !saund/ 

,soldier 'on (m MthE to wntinue with 5th You ,sound 'off (abut ah) ( iqfoml,  dhppmuing) 
arc doing although it is dlflicult or unpleasant: to express your opinions loudly or in an aggres- 
ShesoId~redon with thehemum 1nspffeOf herper- way: HC shouId &k his facfs Wore m u d -  
soml problems. o IZA having do midim on Q b M  ing of like i&. 
since BrlI kfl. @ v + &  
&v*adv 
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,round rblath 'Out (aboutton sth) to try to dl% 
cover sb's views, opinions, etc. on sth, especially 
in an indirect way: Iwarrl lo sound him outabout 
apmrblejoh o Weshouldsoandout opin tom On 
these changes. 
+v+adu+n v+pron+abu + v+n+adv(less 

fwuenl) 

soup lsuql  

,soup sth 'up ( i q f o m n  if you soup up a car, a 
computer, etc,, you makechangesto it so that it is 
more pawed or excrtlng: He makm a Uuing 
buying oidmrs andsouplng them ulx 
&v+adu+n v+pron+actv r v+n+adv(hs 

fmmo 
c 'aoup&up mfj [only before noun] (imrma0 a 
souped-up car, computer, etch bas been changed 
to make it more powerfhl or exciting: a souped- 
up M ~ n i  

space lspersl 
,space 'out: ,space sb 'out (slang, mwcklly 

AmE) to be confused, unable to think dearly, or 
not aware of what is happening around you, for 
example as a result of takingdrugs; to put sb in a 
state like this: I was sup@ to met  herfor 
lunch but J sprced out andforgot o The dm@ I 
rum taking for my illness spaced me out so I 
couldn't think clear&. + v + a& + v +  nlpmn + adv 
F ,spaced 'wt a& (shng) confud, unable to 
think clearly and not wmpletely conscious of 
what is havwnlng around you, for example 

,spark 'up (informal) I if you spark up a 
conversation, a debate, a ftiendship, etc., you 
start one, often suddenly: lsot down besideHelen 
a n d t r i d h s p w k u p a  wnvemtion withher 2 to 
add interest or excitement to sth: Spark uppmtu 
dishes with f m h  herbs, o Send a cnrd ond $pork 
up someone's W ,sr*, lplce 5th up 3 spark up 
ath, spark IWtkem up to light a Are, etc: {shw) 
Time to spark up a cluure!ie. a Vigumtiue) Them 
Is nothInR in the book to smrk  up the reader's 
interest. A noun must come after up, but a 
pronoun comes between the verb and up. 
(bv+adv+n + v+proru+adv + v+n+adv(mm) 

speak !SP~-AI cpasr &O jspauk; A ~ E  
spouk/spDken /'spaukan;A~'spou-1) 

'rrpeakforabl tostatethewishesorviewsofsb: 
to act as arepresentative for sb: Imn't spmkfor 
the others, but I'd love lo corn. o She speoksfor a 
whnk pnerufhn of disillmianed youngsters. 
m answer fer sb2 tegiveevidmce tosupport 
sb in a court of law: M m y  peoplespokefor her at 
the trial. 
e v + prep 
DJ speak fur WwUlthsm'selrss if something 
speaks for  Itself it is so clear and easy to under- 
stand that it does not need to be explained: The 
facts speak for themselves. 

,speak for your'setf to express your o m  opin- 
ion, although you know that others might not 
agree w ~ t h  you: Speakimg for mywlf, I'dpwer 
lo go by tram. o He speaks for himseu when he 
says we need a smokingarea. 

because of -&king drugs: He sat in the c o r w  Qv'p*P"P 

bmkingcompIefe!y spaced out. lmZd speak fo* m y ' ~ l f m & w t l m l m ' a ~ m  

,space sth 'out to arrange thing with a regular 
'sews ta express your opmion yourself, rather 

distance or between them, espeEwy a 
t l~an  sb else doing it for you: I can spwk for 
myw# thank you f s p a k  for ywt'self Ismken, 

large Try spaerng words Out in~ormrs2) used to tell sb that sth they have said is 
more On them. ShouM I s m o u t h e  not true of you: We 're tired, 7 'SpwkJbryour. 
feeds over 24 hours? ~ d f  - Vm finor' 

spark jspd;dmEspmrk/ ner'already: You can forget abut him he's 
spoken for! 2 to l~ set aside for a particular p w  

,spa* ~ t h  '0ff1infOmO to muse something to pas,: Half the mne~ isatrwrdy swkenfor: 
suddenly happen or develop: TIra incident @ be+v+adv 
. ~ o r k e d  off riots moss  mww. 0 oh resi~- sth Crormol or liretary) to be wldenoe 
nation smrkdoff amlitid crisis. of sth, to suggest sth: The plclum and ornn- 
E E  dots, debate, Incident, pnrteat,crlsls m t s  in the room spoke of dreams of famww W Spark sth is also used with this meantng: 
The T lrprogmmmsparkeda storm of protest. 
+v+adv+n + v+pron+adv 4 v+n+adv(!ess 

frequent) 
,spark 'up if a fire sparks up, it starts to burn 

brightlyagainafter a period when it was almost 
out. TheJim isslil~smok~nga~muIdspark upnl 
any moment. o (fgumtiue) T f ~ y  sparked up (= 
became more Ilvelv and interested) when thw 

p-ch 

e v+ Prep 
,speak 'out (agalnwn favour ofion 8th) to say 

what you think clearly and publicly, often criti- 
cizing or opposing sblsth, in a way that needs 
cot~rage: Ropie are no longer cafmid to s w k  out. 
o Shespokeout w i n s t  the regime. 
@v+adv 
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t outrpoken d saying openly exactly what 
you think, wen if you know other people will 
disagree or be offended: Her outspoken vkws 
oftenget her in& troubk, 

,speak 'up 1 used to ask sb to spak louder: 
Plearespmkq-wmn'thearyouattheback. 2 
(forsblsthlyoumelflto say what you think clearly 
and freely, especially to support or defend sblsth: 
Several piuyers spoke up Jbr their manager o 
She3 lmr~ad to speak up for twmIf o It 3 lime to 
speak up about what Fr happening in our xhook 
(= to say we do not like it). 
Qv+adu 

speed lsptd/ ( s ~ ~ s d ,  speeded, o r ~ p a d ,  
sped) 

,speed a'waytb&b leave very quickly, usually 
' in a vehicle of some kind: The m r  spsd away 
fmm the house. o She sped ofl on her bike to get 
he!p 
E E T l  Sped is usually used as the p s t  tense and 
past participle of this verb. 

v * 8 &  

,speed 'up: ,speed 8th 'up to start to move or 
happen faster; to make sth do this: The tmln 
started lo sp& up o Farkang restrIclions w m  
introduced 0 try lo speed u p  the twtXc. o Thev 
worked slowby at s&iw .up & they g; 
used lo it. o The n m  lool h r  on the screen Mn- 
iteiy speedi things up. 

S m d e d  is used as the past tense and past 
part lciple of this verb. 
@v+adv v+adv+n * v+nlpmn+abv 

,spew 'up; ,Spew Sth 'up (BrE, slang) to bring 
food fhm the stomach back out through the 
mouth: H e s p e w  up all owrmyjacker. 
,srrr, throw up, throw ath up:lmmlt, vomM nth 
(moreform0 
+v+adv * v+n/pron+adv r v+adv+n 

spice I S P ~ S ~  

,spice sth 'up toadd spice to foodinorder to give 
it more flavour and make it more Interesting: 
Cassemteswn hspicedup wi thu thho f  t n W  
sauce. o Ifipldmtive) Heexug~eroied the delalk io 
spice up lheslory. 

,spiff 'up; ,spH y0umW 'up WmE, 
mnforrrml) to make sblsthlyourselC look more 
attractive: We went home to Ref sp#M upfor the 
p a w  o Here are mme wrsv ways to sp l r  up 
spmdsheets. 
@v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+edv + v+n+adv(lass 

frepwnt) 

,spill bod; ,spill ' od  of s t h  T to accidentally 
flow out of a container: The contentsof her h g  
spilkd out everywhm. o Watar had spilkd out 
onto iIhelroob 2 to come out in large numbersar 
amounts: The theatre mLudF spillad out onto the 
pouement. o The children spilled out into the 

spell /spel/ (=pelt, s-lt /$pelt/ or spe~led, yard. EE) pour out, pour out d 8th 
@ v+adv s~elled) . , 

,spell sth 'out 1 to make sV1 clear and easy to 
tmrierstand: to explain sth in detail: His w n s  

for leaving are sp i t  out in deLrr~i in his Letter o 
Surely I don't haw lo spell B outP (= it should be 
obvious)2 to say or write the letters d a word in 
the correct order: huld you spell t h t  wrd  out 
firmagain- Spell sthis usually used with 
this meaning. 
@l v+adv+n v+pron+adv * u*n+adu(lm 

f .*~l,onll  

,Spew but; ,spew sth 'Out to flow out quickly 
In large amounts; to make sth do this: law spew 
mngoutorpr a wlmno o furnessmwed out by cars 
a& tmh 

Spew and spew sth are also used with this 
meaning: n wIcamspewingcloudpof ash 
6 w+adv + v+adv+n 4 v+nlpron+adv 

,spill 'out: ,spill sth *out to tell sb a m t ,  your 
fears, worries, etc. in a hurried and unplanned 
way: When she star6ed to speak, the words just 
cam spilling out. o Shespiiledoul her troabfes 
i% hermrenfs. 
Qv*adv 4 v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+adu 

,spill 'Over{lntoAoah) tostart inonesituation w 
area and then have aneffect on another situation 
or in another area: Unrest has wilt over into 
areus outside the c@ o d w  spilled over into 
t~hlell~e Ut p~ia&@~'s d m n s t m t w n o H e r  
ex~i.temtspfEkdoverOthemtof thegroup 
+v+adv 
t 'mrsplll n (U1 [sing.] (BrEj people who move 
fmma town or city because it is toocrowdedand 
go and live somewhere else: towns mere 
built to h o w  ouerspl Il populatiol~sfmrn the big 
cities. 
t 'splllarw lITj 1 something that is too large 
or too much for the place where it starts and 
spreads to other places: a spilhver of riots o a 
spi l low rwmfbr guests and friends (= a room 
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where eKtra guests and friends mn go) 2 the 
results and effects of sth that have s p m d  to 
other situations or areas: 0 t h  m r t s  muld 
ben&ffram the spfI[over (of tourists}. o spillover 
efl~~slbenefrn 

,spill 'over; ,spill 'wer I h  toilowover theedge 
of a container that is too full: The WOW spilw 
owr the rim of the ghs. 0 Her Wfe smfder1$ 
sp~iled ouer (- she started to cry), o The 
were spilling o u e r m m  the shops onto the mwrue- 

spirit lnsprrrtl 
,spirit sbtsth a'wayfoff (to 8th) to remove 
sblsth quickly, secretly or as if by maglc: He tlms 
spirited away by his friends w o r e  the mlolice 
arrrved. o An erwrmoIIs amount of m o w  had 
k e n  s@irfiM away in only luxl months. 
ev+ntpmn+adv r v+adv+n 

spit /sPlt/ (.prmras,sPat, wat l w t l  orspw 
t i n a . s p l t , r u i t , e s ~ l l v A d  

meats o (figumtiue) HLT emotwm suddeniy - 
spirledouer ,spit it but (spoken) used to tell sb to reveal a 

@v+adv * v+prep plece of information or tosay sth when they a n  
feeling nervous or unwilling to speak: Come on. 

spin /spm/ ~spfnn~ng, spun. spun Isp~nl) 

,spin a'round; ,spin sturpth a'round W E a h  
,spin 'round, .sph sblsth 'rwnd) 9 to turn very 
quickly to face in the opposite directLon; to tUrn 
sblsth in this way: Shejummd when she heard 
her nameandspun around lo- Ihespeakm o He 
spun her mund toface him. 2 to turn round and 
round quickly; to make sth do this: Tlnepmpzlkr 
srarted to spin amund, o The room Sma?d to be 
spzmingm~nd, o tospfn a bail/coin 
+v+adv r v+nlpron+adv 

,spin 'off (from sth), ,spin sth 'off (fmm sth) 
 specially BrE, business) to p d u w  a new &- 
uct,material, servlce, etc. that isconnected with 
sth successful that already exists; to beproduced 
in this way: C a h u b n  ond diaries spinntnr: o f f  
fmm farnilinr books and TV shorn are almys . - 
popu$t: o # Dlflrent World' was spun 4fJ from 
'The O ~ b y  Show: o Their rwarcf~ has spun o f f  
many wfuIappiimtions. 
+v+adv 4 v+adv+n r v+pron+adv v+n+adv 

Irare) 
t 'yrln-off n 1 an unexpected but useful result of 
an activlty that is designed to produce sth else: 
commercial spin-offs fmm medim1 research + 
spinilff erects 2 a product ora book, €hhnwie, 
etc. that 1s b a d  on a verg successful book, 
Rlmhnovie or television &es: 'The CosbYShoW' 
ond i& spin@ # Different World'o a spin-off 
mouD 

,spin sth 'off(especicrS&AmE, bwi~ess] to sepsr- 
ate part of a company or an organization h.om 
the main part in order to form a new one: The 
fad food chain muld be spun of f  RS a sepamte 
mnqpanJt 
@v+adv+n 4 v+pron+adv + v+n+adv(mm) 

,spin 5th Wt tomake sthlast aslong as paasible: 
I managed lo spin my talk ouf lo on hour o She 
l a a d t o s p i n o u t ~ r m w u n t l l p 4 ~ ~ ~ 1  
Qv+adv+n +r+nlpmn+adv 

,#pin 'round; ,spin sbfsth 'round Wh') =SPIN 
AROUND, SPIN SRISTH .%ROUND 

spit it out! Who did it? 
Qv+lt+adv 

,spit dh "out 1 to force sth out of your mouth: It 
tosrtdso had& he had tospit i f  out 2 to say sth 
very angrily: 'Men!' 3he spat t k  he& out. EECl 
word 
Qv+nlpron+adv * v+adv+n 
2 alsov+adv+speech 

,s@ 'up; ,spit stil 'up (Am@ if a baby spita up 
or spit$ sth up, it brings milk back from its 
stomach out through its mouth: Prst this cloth on 
your shoulder In case she spits up. o lots of 
babies spit up a bit of milk@r.i&ing. 
+v+adv 4 v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv*n 
,srw, vomr vomlt ah; k skk W E )  
k ,spIt-up n the milk that a baby brings back 
out of itsmouth 

splash I&$/ 
,Splash a'bold (mE, =SPLASH AROUND 

,splash sth a'bowa'round (informal, esw 
cmliy BrE) to spend money freely or careIessly: 
Hesplashes hit; mgesaboutjwt I v s  her 
Q v + nlpron + adv + v+ adv + n 

,splash sth a'cmwo'ver sth to publish a 
photograph, a news story, etc in a place where a 
lot oC pwple w ~ l l  see it, especially in a new% 
paper: The m t  day her nome rn splash& 
across all the fmnl pages o I don? UUUU my p n  
wte lifesplash& dl o w  the [nhloIds. 

Splash sth acrosslover sb is &en used in 
the passwe. 
Q v + nlpron + prep 

,splash a'mwnd ( B E  o h  , s m h  a a W )  (in 
sth) to meve about in water lnakiig it fly every- 
where: The chiMmn spkrshed about In the r i w  
ali&rnoon. 
Q vradv 

pplash ~ t h  a'round =SPLASH STH ABOUTlAROUHD 

,splash ' d m  when a spa- splashers 
down, it returns to earth and lands in the 
s~a~wean: The mpsuk phhed down m the 
Pacrfic. 
+v+adv 
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b 'splashdmvn n [GI IU1 the return oP a space 
craft to earth when it lands in the Wocean: 
Splashdwwn is apmtd 300 tilometm west qf 
Val&3rufso. 

pplash 'out (on sih), ,splash 8th 'out ( o m r  
sth) (iqrtorml) to spend a lot o f  money on sth: 
She splashed out on a new pair of shoes. o Why 
don? we s~lash  out md go out fir a M I ?  o The 
bnnd splashed out lhorrsands of mu& on new 
epu fpmt .  o Don'tsplash it all out a t o m !  
+v+actv r v+adv+n r v+pmn+adu + v+n+adv 

,splash sth 'over 8th = SPLASH STH ACROSS1 
OVER STH 

,split a'wayfoff {fmm sth), ,split sth 
a'wayl'off (from a h )  to separate from, or l~ 
separated from, a large objed or a group: The 
bmnch had sp1It a w y  from the main hunk, o 
T h  wind split the door away Fom irpfmme. o 
Some of the m e m k s  split atmy to form a new 
party. o  OShouId theownership of the mil track k 
splitofJJrom the running of t h  hein semices? 
4 v+adv + v+adv*n + v+nlpmn+adv 

'splt on sb (to sb) ( B E ,  IWofml) to tell sb in 
author~ty about sth lmd or wrong that sb has 
done: Pmmk you luon'tsplit on me. 
D tell on sb 
U9v+prep 

,spill 'up I m h m  sb), ,splH irb ' up  (iqrtarml) 
to end a relationship or a m m a g e ;  to make two 
people stop having a relationship with each 
other: He low me he had spilt u p  wflh his girl- 
friend. o  The h n d  split up at the height of their 
fume. o My friend is doing her ht to split Maria 
and me up. 
ESj break up (wfth sb), b& sb up 
Qv+achr + v+nlpmn+sdv + v+adv+n 

,split 'up (lnto ah), ,split sW1b 'up (Into ah) if 
a group of people or a farnlly splits up, or sb 
splits it u p ,  the members separate and do not 
stay together: Wesplit up into groups lo discuss 
the question. 4 Theclass m split up intogoups. 
o Wegot spIlt up in themwd. 
ssvu) break up,  b m k  sblsth up 
e v + a d v  r v+Wpmn*adu v+adu+n 

,split ath "p (Into 8th) to divide sth into smaller 
parts: The dny was split rap into 6 omhour 
classes, o Wesplit theprofits up between us. 
@v+nlpmn+sdv + v+adv+n 

spoil / spd/IspolW, W l e d  Jspoddl, BrE 
also sp0llt spoilt Isp3rltl) 

'spoil far 8th linformal)Ionly usedin thepmgrm 
siue t e r n )  to be very eager to fight sb: He ~ v a s  

spoiling for apght. 
aflght 

Q V + P ~ ~ P  

sponge ls~nnag/ 
,Sponge sbMh 'down towash sWsth wIth a wet 

clothorasoflmaterial: Ispongedthemtdownl~ 
remove the mud, o She tried sponging the baby 
down lo bmr his iemperatum 
~v+n lpmn+adv  r v+adv+n 

'sponge off sb (also 'qpongs on sb lessfreqwnl) 
( imrmai,  dlsoppmuing) to get money, food, etc. 
from other pwpIe, without doing anything for 
them or offering to pay. He'scvnstantlv sponghg 
fl hbfliends. 
Q v + prep 

,sponge sth 'oft* ,sponge zth 'off sth (esps- 
cmlbBrEl toremweamarksomedirt, etc. w~th 
a wet cloth or a piece of a son material: R was 
itApossibl@ to smwe the m r k  oEo 1 muIdo't 
smwe theslain ofl my d m .  
@ v+nlpron+adv * v+adv+n + v + n l p m n * m  

'sponge on sb =SPONGE OFF SB 

,spout 'off,'oa (about 8th) (hformal, d i s a p p m  
ing) to talk about sth in a boring or annoying 
way: He's always sfluting ofl aabot the 5ehm 
iourof youngpeople todw. o What are you smut- 
ing on about now? 
Qv+adv  

sprawl /spr~:i/  

,sprawl 'od  tosit orliedown with yourarms and 
leps spreaa out in a relaxed or awkward way: He 
mme horn a d j u t  spr~~~ ledou t  on the sola. 
W Sprawl is used more frequently with the 
same meaning: Tbmspmwkd in the armhuil: 
Qu+adv 

spread ~ ~ p r e d f  ( S P ~ ,  ~ p d )  

,spread 'out 1 to gradually cover a wider area: 
The crty has spwd out in& what weti lo bemut- 
tryside. o The r ippb spreadoutarross the water 
o Vigmtiwj A bright future spmd out wore 
him. Spread is also hquently used with 
this meaning: The fields sprmdfir miles along 
the rtut.~: 2 (also ,spread y o u r s s b  'wt) to 
move away from others in a group so as to cover a 
wider area: The search may sprwd out over the 
mooz o Don't nll sit fogelhez Sprwd yourse lv~~  
out. When this phrasal verb is used wlth a 
reflexivp pronoun, the pronoun is always plural: 
ourseIves, yourse(ws or themselves. 3 (also 
,spread ywmetf 'out) to stretch your bcdy or 
arrange your things wer a large area: Thew's 
more room to sp& out in bus~ness c h ,  o lk 
you have iospreadyourseW out all over thesofa? 
0 I v+adv 

2,s also v+ pmn + adv 

, a p d  'ovt: be ,spread 'out to wver a wide 
area: The ualky s p d  out hneath us. o We 
hkeddown at thecrty sprwdout Mow us. 

This verb 1s onen used in descriptions of 
crt~cs, views, etc. Spread and be spread are 
also h-equently used with thismmning: ThevaL 
Iey lay s p d  before w. 
Qv+adv be+v*a& 

,spread sth 'out 'I to arrange a g r w p  of objects 
on a surface so that you mn see them all clearly: 
Spread out all the p iem by%reyou b@gin the jig- 
saw O A ! ~  the brochum were s p m d  out on the 
&or 2 to unfold 5th and put it down on a flat sur- 
face: They spread the bhnket out on t f i e g m .  5 
The map had been spread out on the inbk.loarl 
map, nswspaper, blanket 3 to stretch your fin- 
gers, arms, etc so that they are apart: The h y  
s p d  out his arms, prelending lo be an aem 
plane" BE arms, hands Spread sth is also 
Trpquently used with thls meaning. 4 (over 8th) 
to separate sth mto parts and arrange them o w  
a period of time or divide them between dfler- 
ent people: The mst can be spread out o w  bum 
years. Q I'll try lo s p d  out the work evenly. E d  
cost, work ISYO dlvlde sth (morelormf) 

Spread sth (aver sth) is also frequently 
wcd with t h ~ s  meaning:I'uynzentswn bespread 
(ov~rfivayears). 
&v+n/pron+adr + v+adu+n 

,spread yourself 'out =SPREAD o m  3 

,spread y0uR3el- 'Out =SPREAD OUT 2 

spring I S P ~ J  (sprang ~sprre~~rprung 
Ispmul. A r n E a b  sprung, sprung) 

'spring for sth (AmE, slnng) to pay far sth for 
other people: fllspringfor lunch. 
9 V + P ~ * P  

'spring from sth 1 (written) to be mused by sul: 
to start from sth: The tdea for the muel sprang 
from a lrtp to India. o -'on often springs 
from fm,: 2 (Worn@ (usually llsed in questfom) 
to appear suddenly or unexpectedly from some 
where: Whereon eunh did you spring from? 
e'v+ prep 

'spring sth on sb to suddenly do, say or suggmt 
sth that people do not expect: f hate to sp'ng this 
on you at suchshorl notice. o They wereplanning 
to spring a surprmeon us. o Ididn't know a thing 
about Rob's new job until he spmng it o n  rn thls 
morning * v + ntpmn + prep 

,spring 'up to a p w r ,  dwelop, grow etc quickly 
or sufldenly: Weeds m smwing UP every- 
~uhere. o SeumI new mfffspmng up in the a m  
o A cool breeze had sprung up. o New idushies 
mspringing up olI ouer the country 
+v+adv 

spruce /spmsl 

,spruos sblath 'up; ,spruce youmelf 'up to 
make s b / s W y o ~ ~ ~ e I f  tldy and clean: We spruced 
up the mom with a mat of paint, o He spnroad 
h i m v  upjior the inleruieul 
2 3 3  marten up, marten mlf ~rp; 
smarton sblsth up 
+v+adv+n v+pron+adv * v+n+adv(lesr 

Iwuent)  

,spur sb 'On (to sthtto de sth) to encourage sb to 
act in a particular wax especially to work harder 
or to !IY to achieve sth: Her difj5cult childhood 
spurred her on to s d .  o Hi$ parerlls'enmur- 
agenaent spurred him on So gmter @om. o 
Spurred on by this u r c l o ~  we went on lo win the 
champiomhlp. o Their shouts of mmuragemenf 
spurred us on. 
E33 enwursgm rb 

S p u r  sb on is oAen used in the passive: He 
was spurred on by hyw hope. Spur sb followed 
by  an ~nfin~tive or a phrase beginning with a 
preposit~on is also used with this meaning: His 
critrcmn spur& me lo hy harder 
@v+nlpron+adv + v*adv+n 

,spurt 'Out, ,spurt 'Out of sth; ,spurt 8th 
'out; ,spurt sth 'out of sth to come out of sth 
in a sudden or fast stream; to pour out a sudden 
fast stream of liquid ortlames: WaierspurledouI 
OJ thehole. o The whno wasspurlingoul riuers 
of molten l a m  
+v+adv v+adv+prep 4 v+edv+n * 

v+nlpron+a& 4 v+nfpmn+adv+pep 

spy /spar/ (~plsq mng, Wd. s P W  

'spy on s M h  ( a h  'spu upon sblrth more 
forman to watch sbMh m t l y :  He hi& a 
detectivetospyon his wi(e. 
W Spy on sblath ran be used in the passive: 
He knew he uxls king spkdm.  
Q v + P ~ ~ P  

,spy 8th 'out (BrE) to go mmewhere secretly to 
tryto hdout inPormat ion:I~~~idear~y  tospy 
out the lund (= collect information before decid- 
ing  what do do). o He studied the and spied 
out the qutcM mut'?. 
@v+adv+n v+pron+adv * v + n + a $ v ( m >  

,square st f~  a'way ylrnE) to gnish dealing with 
sth; to put 8th in order: We rwerd lo get eumylhing 
squaredawy Wornyou leave. 
=Square sth away is &n used la the 
passlve. 
Q v+nlpmn+adv + v+adu+n 











, d c k  Sth 'O* ,Stick 8th 'Out of sth to make 
sth, especially prt of yourbcdg come through a 
hole: If you wunt to turn right, stick out your 
hand. o Isluck my hmd out of the w i m w  lo see 
what ~ v a s  hapjmm$. 
EFZI heed, tongue p k e  rth out, poke sth 
out of sth 
Qv+edv+n v+nIpm+adv + 

v + dpmn + adv+ prep 
stick rolrr 'neck out ( irsfbmb to do or say 

sth when there k a risk you may be wrong: I'm 
going to strck my nwk out and say that we'll have 
a dry summer 

,stick ltrsth 'out Zomntlnue doing sth diffirmlt or 
boring until it is Rnlshed: I&nl like beingon my 
own, But 111 stick it out until my p e n i s  mme 
back. o I'm omnzedthatsk'sshackthemurseout. 

v + nlpron + a& 
,stick 'out for 8th (BrE, Wfonmi) to re& to 
glue u p  until you get what you want: They're 
stickingorrtfora higherpoy rise. 
EZJ hold out lor sth 
@ v + adv + prep 

,stlek 'through: ,stick 'through sth if sth 
sticks thro~igh or sticks through sth, It goes 
from one sidp o f  sth to the other and ~t is partly 
outside: Hrs hmdrvosstickrng thmugh themilings. 
e v + a d v  + v+prep 

'stick to 8th 7 to conthue doing 9th even if it is 
dfficult or you have problems: HeJbwd it dm- 
cull lo stick lo n dfPL + see o h  STICK WITH STH 1; 
STAY WITH STH 2 to continue doing or using sth 
and not want to change it: I'm strcking to my prp 
vious statement. o That's her story and she's 
Stick* fo it. + See a h  STICK WlTH STH 2 3 tO 
kwp inside thelimitsof a particular subject, etc: 
I'm not inwaled inyouropiraiorts -just stkk io 
the facls. 
QV+PP 
Dl stick to ywr 'pns to refim to change your 
mind about sth even when other people are try- 
lng to persuade you that you are wmng 

,stick to'gether (iaformal) 1 toremam fmndly 
and loyal to onemother; to support each other: 
The farnr!y shouM sick together at a time like 
lhfs. o The children fmm the village tend& lo 
stick dogether 2 ItnfornrclO to stay physically 
close to each other: Let's aI[ sf&k together until 
tuefindthe Z#yOU. + % t 7 b S T l C K  WlTH S R  1. 
@v+adv 

,stick 8th Wgethertoattach things or parts of 
things to each other: Cut out theshnpes andstick 
them togaher tomnkea bird. 
&v+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

,stick 'up to point upwards; to be upright: The 
b m h  was sticking up out of the waler o Is my 
hairsricking up? 
Q v+adv 

,stick 'up lAmE, iqbrrna0 =HOLD SB/STH 
UPHestuckupa 1ipuorstoreinQmgon. 
b 'sHckup n (AmE, i&rmal) an act af robbing 
sblsth using a gun: Thfs ~s a stick-un nohdy 
moue! 

,stick sth 'up to attach sth to a wall, a notice 
board, a window, etc. so that people can see it: 
They had stuck up psLm ewrywhere advertising 
theshow ovyou wcmt Cosellyourbi~,e,jwtsttck 
a norm up in theshop window 
EE9 put sHl up + v+adv*n  c v+nlpmn+adv 

,stick sth 'up; ,stick sth 'up stbIinfmmk) to 
placesthina hlghposit~on;tomovesthupwards, 
e~pec~ally inside sth: Stick your hand up V you 
krw~u theanswer o Jflstuck hhhandup theprpe 
lo see what was bIocking it. 
EZE hand, flngw E 3  pl sth up 
@v+nlpron*adv * v+adv+n 

,stick 'up for sblyoumeHisth (Wrmal) to 
support or defend sb, yourself or sth, when they 
are being criticized She always s t k h  up for her 
frttk sister0 You musf stick up for whnt you 
believe in. o Don't be so weak -mu should slick 
up fur yourself 
*v+sdv+prep 

'stick wlth sb 1 (Infwmal) to stay physically 
close to sb: Stick with me uniil wget out of the 
f 0 m L  + ,W a h  STICK TOGETHER 2 2 (iMWm(3b) 
to remain in sb's memory: His mrds will stick 
with me for ever: 
e V + P ~  

'stick wlth ath (*lformaO 1 to continue to do sth 
in spite o f  difficulties: V uw st&k wlth it .me 
slaouMfinish by Ridap o Iawk loilk the job for 
as Ion8 as Icould, although I didn't enjoy it. 2 to 
continue doing or using sth and not want to 
change it: I've derided # st&k with my usual 
~plethod. + S e t a h S T l C K  TO STH 2 
@v+vrep 

be@& 'stuck wlth W h  (jrlroml) to be 
forced to do sth, take care of  sblsth, etc, that you 
do not want to: How did I get stuck with aB the 
claaniw? o IT we're suck with each other for the 
taexttwo weds, wemightrms wIl btplile. 0 JgoF 
stuck with defmdi~nay brother's wild behauhur 
(= but I really thought he was wrong). 
Q belget + v + prep 

sting ~smt (stung, .rung /stnu/) 

'stlng sb bor 8th ( t dorm0  1 tatrjckorcheatsb 
into paying more money than they should or 
than they eKpected to: Moloristsam being stung 
for another L25 rwd tax. 2 (BrE) to barrow 
money from sb, especial& when they are unwill- 
Ing to give it to you: Can Islingyoufor e p m  (= 
five pounds)? 
+v+nlpmn+pmp 

stlnk /st~nkl (stank Istawkldunk /stah/ or 
. mtunk, stunk) 

,dink sa 'out (Brm WmE ,dnk sth 'up) (iMor- 
man to fdl a m, a building, etc. with a very 
unpleasant smell: He stunk the whole p W  out 
wlth h b  cignmttes. 
EE the place EE) smell th (BrE), smell 
sth up(AmE) 
+v+nlpmn+a& + v+adv+n 

,r8r 4th 'in: ,stir sth 'Into sth tomix one sub 
stance into another b y  moving a spoon or 8th 
simllar in circles: Stir in the cream. o Slir the 
posh into thesauce. 

mlx sth in (wIth sth), mlx s€h lnta sth 
v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv + v+nlpmn+prep 

,stir sb 'up to enmurage sb to do sth; to make sb 
fwl they must dostb: He ~wsoaus@dof stirrim? 
up the shuesagairsst their masters. 
Qv+adv+n + v*nlpron+adv 

,stir sblsth 'up T to muse trouble, especially by 
making people feel strong emotions: Idon'i want 
lo stir up any more trouble. o Thegowrnmt h w  
been mu$& of slirring up ruciul hutred. EZl 
hatred, trouble, thlngs, contmversy 
mum sWsth 2 to make sb have a particular feel- 
Ing or att~tude: Her siory stirred up n lo! of old 
memories for me. o I can't seem to stir up any 
interest in the campaign. E E  memories, Inter- 
est, ernotlons 3 to make sth such as sand or dust 
move around in water or air: The heliwpter 
st~rred up o cIoud dust. EE dust 
ev+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 
DXi stlr up a 'ham& nest to caw a diERdt 
situation in which a lot of pwple get veryangry: 
H~crrttcIsmsoJrhepmidentstirred~~~rwl3 
nest. 

stitch lstrt~ 
,stitch ab 'up(BrE, informal) to make sbappear 

to be guilty o f  5th they have not done, for 
example by givingfalse information: to cheat sb: 
Ididn'tdo ttll've been stttched up! 
)svn) frame sh 
+v+nlpmn+adu + v+adv+n 

,stitch 5th 'up 1 to join things together using a 
needle and thread: This wound has to be stitched 
up urgently. EEl wound 2 (BrE, infoman ta 
arrange sth; to complete a busmess deal: He has 
managed to stitch up mujor desk all ouer the 
world. o Thecompany hns the U.Tmai-ketstttched 
up. IBl deal 
m sew sth up 
+v+adv+n + r+nlpron+adv 

,stock 'up(onMsth)tobuyorget alotof sthso 
that you can use it Eater: The shopsure wry busy 
with pvple -king rapfir t h  holiduys. o I need 
to stock up on fwd Wore011 thefimlfyarrive- 
+v+adv 

,stock sth 'up ( o m  sth) to iiU sth with goads, 
f o d ,  etc: Mum st& up the-rfir us Worn 
she went lo the cunferem. 
&v+adv+n v+nlpron+adv 

stoke /stauk;drnEstotouk/ 

,stoke 'up ( o n w  sthl ( h f o r m l )  to eat a lot of 
5th so that you will not feel hungry later: We'd 
betier stoke up now - we'vegoto long journey in 
.front of 14s. 
Qv+adv 

,stoke sth 'up 1 to keep a Are, etc. burning by 
adding more fuel: He staked up the Jim Worn 
gomg to 10 bed flm 2 to make people feel sth 
more strongly: Hecontin& toslob up hatred in 
hlsspeechas 

Stoke Bth can also be used with the same 
meanings. 
+v+adv+n + v+n/p-m+adv 

stoop /stu.-/ 
'stoop to sth: 'stoop to dolng sth to do sth 

bad or unpleasant in order to gain an advantage 
for yourself: J mn't biteue he would stwp to 
$luckmail. o He's the kind of person who umuld 
stoop lo makingpwnal amtkson a rival. 
E B  descend to sth {moreformal) 
Q V + P ~ * P  

,stop a'round ,stop a'round sth @mEj to 
make a short vlsit to sb, usually at their home: 
I'll stoparoundthisewning when Ifznish work. o 
Let's stop around the Smiths' house for a quick 
drink. 
,avH, drop round; pop w e r h n d  {both B r a  
+v+adv v+prep 

,$top a'way to deliberately decidenot to go some 
%here: Many of the pwple invilsd to the dinner 
hndstoppedawuy inprotest. 

stay m y  
-Stay away is uwl  much more m u e n t t y  
than slop away. 
Qv+adv 

,stop 'back ( A m  to return to somewhere that 
you have visited earlier I'llstop badr on my m y  
home. 
Q v + &  

,stop be'hind (Mer sth) {informal) to remain 
somewhem at the end of an went after other 



people have l e f ~  She stop& hhind qfler the 
meeting to talk lohim. 
IEEl stay behlnd (after sth) 
=Stay behind is used more frequently than 
stop 'behhd. 
Qv+adv 

,dop ", ,stop 'by sth to make a short visit to 
sblsomwhere, especially when you are on the 
way to somewhere eke. Stop byfttra &ionyour 
way home. o CuuId you stop by the storefor some 
mrik? 
,sr*, mby,eomebyrth ,dmpby 
6 v+adv v+prep 

,Stop 'In ( B E ,  i@ormal) to stay at home rather 
than ga out: W've d e c W  ta stop in tonight 
&muse it 'smining. 
BZ) stsy In 

Stay la is used much more frequently than 
stop in. 
Q v + a d v  

,Stop 'off (aun ... ) to stop somewhere for a short 
tlme when you amontheway to somewhere else: 
We slopped m f o r  lunch just north of Paris. o I 
mopwdoff at tfwsuparmarkd on the m y  ham. 
@ v * a b v  
b 'ewpoff n 1 a short stay mmewhere during a 
trip.astopoff fnSydwy2aplace where youstop 
for a short time durlng a trip 

,stop 'on I* advtpmpl (BrE, i ~ & m d  ta stay 
somewhere longer than you planned or after 
other m p l e  have left: I'Il be Inle Rome tonight - 
the boss wan& me to stop on an hour qfler work 
and help tidy upaqlershe meeting. 
FEE) atay on 
DUH Stay on is used more frequently than stop 
on  
@v+adv 

,Stop 'out W E ,  imrmal) to stay out late at night 
or all nlght instead of going home: H e o m  slops 
out till three in the morning. 
E?m stay out 
-Stay out Is used much more ftequently 
thanstopout. 
&v+adv 

,Stop 'OverClnlat ... ) testopsomewhemfora short 
time when you areon a longjwmey, q~ecially a 
journey by plane: lsiopped ouer in M&ri$n on the 
wuy to Ha-. 
(4 v+adv 
b 'stopowern 1 a short stay somewhere duringa 
long purney: We hod a t h e  sxbpwer In 
Hawaii. 2 a place where you stay for a short time 
during a long journey 

,stop 'up (BrE, imrmal) to not go to td until 
later than usual: Shestappadup Gosee Ihe fmtball 
match. 

Stay up is used much more frequently 
than stop up. 
@ v+adv 

,stop $th 'uptowver or ma hhole,amck, etc. so 
that nothing can get through: Islop& up all the 
h o h  to keep out ihe dmught. 
IED block rth up 
Qv+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

,stom e t l ~  akray to put sth in a d e  place and 
keep it there so that you can use it later: Weshred 
away the babyciothm untfl we had anotherchild 
0 If's amazing how much kmowhfge he's got 
sbmd away In hfs r n v  o I stored away the 
i~rmation~orfu!rueuse. 
Qv+adv+n + v+ntpm+adu 

,stom 'up Sth; ,store It 'up to not express 
strong feelings or deal with pmblems when you 
have them, often mnkrng trouble for yourself in 
future: Smokers may he s f o r i q  up health pmb- 
k m f o r  rherr unborn children. o Children who 
slow up thew bad feelings often develop he&- 
achmorstomnchpains. 

pmblems, troubltl 
W A n o u n  must always follow up, but a 
prvnoun mmes between theverb and up. 
Q v+adv+n v+pmn+adv 

,store sth 'up 1 to keep 5th so that it m be & 
later animals storing up fd for the winter o 
The batterks &re up enough energy for a w k .  
W Store sth is also used with this meaning. 2 
to  keep information or facts in your memory to 
use later: He siorad up all the amwing and inter- 
estrnR t h in s  that h a p w  durang the day to 6ell 
hisfnmily in the heventng 
ev+adu+n  + v+nlpmn+adv 

,storm 'off to leave a place or a person suddenly 
because you are very angry: We had a big argu- 
ment ond he smm& ofl 
+v+adv 

,stow a'wey (on sth) to hide on a vehicle, espe 
cially a ship or a plane, in order to travel without 
paying or without beingseen: Heslowedaluayon 
o ship hundfor Vm. 
+v+adv 
b 'stowaway n a person who hides on a ship or a 
plane in order to travel without paying or with- 
out being seen 

,stows* a'~toputsthinap1acewhereitwW 
IE safe or will not be fovnd: He stow& his pess- 
pr;  away safely in a drawer 
~v+nlprwr+adv + v+aUv+n 

straighten ystrertnt 

,straighten 'oud. ,stratghten sth 'out to 
become or to make sth straight: After the bradge, 
the mad ssmtghtens out. o attempts to stmrghten 
out the river 
g v + a d v  + v+adv+n + v+n/pron+adv 

,straighten sb 'out; ,stralgMen yourself 
'out to helpsbdealwithproblemsor understand 
a dlmcult situation which may be making them 
bchavebadly, to help yourself in thisway:A few 
sessions hiking ta a wunselior should slrokhfen 
hrmout. 
DYE) sorl sbtyounetl olrt 
+v+nlppon+adv 4 v*adv+n 

9tralghten sth 'out to deal wlth problems or a 
d~fAcult situation; to organize things that are 
confused: 1 was I& to straighten out the mess. 0 
Hek frying to sfmighlen out h i s f i n a m .  

sort sth OUI 
@ u+adv+n * v+nlpmn+adw 

,#tralghten 'up to stand up straight from a bent 
position: She ~Zowly sfmfghtened up and nrbM 
her back 
&v+adv 

,straighten sAh 'up to make a room, etc. neat 
and trdy: We'd betW stmighten up the howe 
hJoretlrqrget Lmk. 
B% Udy sth up 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adu 

strain /strern/ 
'ntraln ai sth to pull very hard on sth: The dog 

wos stminfngat its lead. 
0 v +  prep 

slraln mt th. '1-h (hfornaao to want to do 
sth very much, especially when sbl?Al~ is wing 
to stop you: He's straining at the I m h  10 & on 
with his wgwmh. 

,strain 8th 'off to separate a liquid from sth solid 
by pouring ~t through sth that has wry small 
holes in it: Strain off m y  aces$ liquid. 
(bv+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

strap IS-PI 

,strap sb 'In; ,strap yourself 'In; ,strap 
sbtyoumelf 'into sth to fasten sb/yourself in 
a seat, etc. using straps: All  ~ r s  m the 
plane must be securely m p p d  In o Make sure 
you stmp Ihe baby firmly mto the high chair o 
I fam you strap)wdyourselves zn? + v + nlpron + adv r v +  nlpmn + prep 

,strap sth 'on; ,strap sth 'onto 8th to attach 
sth tosthelse wlth straps: Hestmppedon his he[- 
met and rode Q ~ .  o She shnpped the sui- 
onlothero4fofIhewt: 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpmn+pmp 

,strap 8th 'up to tie strips of cloth (a bandage) 
around sth, espxially an injured part of the 
body, to sugpork it or prevent it from moving: 
Your &I needs to beshapperd Up. 
ev+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

,stress sb 'out (infirml) to make sb wry anx- 
lous and tired so that they are unable to relax: 
My job really stresses me our. o My Dad stressed 
me out by crzlkizhg me all the time, 
Q v +  nlpmn + adv 
b ,stwssd but ndj too anxious and tired to be 
abletorelaw: When I S n s f m s d w l ,  Itrytog~Jor 
a long walk. o stmssed+ut aecutiues 

stretch ~ s t r e t j ~  

,stretch a'waylbout I+ advlpwpl to spreadowra 
large area of land, especialky away from where 
you are: The momlains stretthed away into the 
dlslance. o &m plantations stretched army 
us fiaraszhewewuldsee. 
BEY e*d 
@v+adv 

,stretch 'auk ,sbtch youmelf 'od to lie 
down, with your arms or legsout straight, BW 
c~al ly  in order to relax or sleep: He stretched out 
on lhejkmr rrnd fea a s h p  
@v+adv. v+pmn+& 

,stretch sth 'out 1 to put your arm or leg out 
straight. especialty in order to reach sth: $he 
stretched out a hand lo touch hls-. o He leant 
k c k  and st&& h b  legs oul in front of him 

arm, hand, leg 2 to make sth last as long as 
poss~ble by not using very much at a time: It's 
hard to stretch my m o w  out m the end of the 
month. spln sth out 

v + nlpron + adv v + adv+ n 

strew I S ~ ~ U ~ I )  I S ~ : I  I-, - orstrerm 

be 'strewn wHh sth to be covered with alot  of 
things: ThafFmr ~ w l s  strewn tuith clothes. o flp 
urative) The way ahead isstrewn with d t f f i c u l ~ .  
Q be+v+pmp 

9tdke /stra~k/ (struck, wkuek Istrhkl, AmE 
also struck strlcken /%Man/) 

'strike al sbtstb 1 to try to hit sblsth, especially 
w ~ t h  a weapon. She -??zed and struck at the 
wou with n strck. 2 to cause damage or have a 
serious effect on sblsth: Thepropawis struck # 
the roots of community Ire. o This legkiution 
strikesat the most wuInernbiepeopIe In socielv. 
O v + prep 



,sttlke 'back (Magainst sblnth) to criticize or 
attack sb who has c r i t l c ~  o r  attacked you: 
Snmh&fhanfcleiostn'kebackather&tics, 
E 9  hlt beck (at sbisthj + v+adv 

,strl ke sb 'down firma0 1 if a disease strikes 
sh down, it kills them or  makes them seriously 
ill: She lvnsstruckdourn bymihoi theageoflour 
o I was SImk &wn by flu and And io m! the 
trip. Z to hit sb  very hard so that thev fall to the 

h ? e g m  ~hO&6 0 i ? U M  #hat I&ih? Out all 
Me- to hislhmil~r 
EEY cms sth oirVthmugh 
Q v + s d v + n  v+nlpron+adv 

,strike 'up (wlth sth), ,stHke 'up 8th if a band or 
an orchegm strike up, they begin to play: 
Euetyone was midingfor the hnnd lo strike up. o 
The orchesbu struck up a huely tuna. 
@Gi tune 
& v+n& 4 v+utIv+n - - -  -- 

&und; to kill sb:&hrshmke oua&r theshop ,*trike sup ~h furah sb) to begin a fiienwp, a 
andOnegirImshwkdown bYahnndh& the relationship, a conversation, etc, with s'b: My 
spot where Kennedy wm shuck down mother wilisfrike u p a m n m t l o n  with anyone 
m" Strike sb is often used in the T ~ Z  meek o Children of the same age don't - - - . - - krnb>lve. aiways strike upfriermdships (with mch other). 
Qv+ntpmn+adr + v+adv+n E&I conversation,Mendshlp, wlatlonshlp 

, ~ r i k e ~ ' d o r m ( e s p e c l n l @ A m E ) t o ~ s t h :  +v+adv+n 
to make sth no longer valid: Only the Supmm 
Coun has the power to strike dottm thls legisks- 
tion. o &rents trW to haw the d a m  bnn struck 
down 
@ v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+sdv 

,strike 'Off =STRIKE OUT 3 
,strike s h t h  '&, ,strike sbtstb "off sth 

(Brm to remove sb's name from the list of mem- 
bers of a profession so that they can no longer 
work in that profession: She wus sin& flfllor 
professbm! misconduct. o TAPse dclclors should 
b? struck off  t h  medical register 0 I h  going to 
SlrikeAshokoff my guest list forthemrly. 
Qv+n/pmn+adv* v+adv+n + v+n/pmn+prep 

,strike sth 'Off f i r m 0  to remwe sth with a 
sharp blow: to cut sth off: They s t m k  ofl hS 
h m d  with a sword. 
EE9 chop rth oW(kss f o m l )  
e v + a d v + n  * v+nlpmn+adv 

,strfke 'out 1 (at sblath) to aim a violent blow at 
sb He struek out a1 me mfth his fist. hM ollt 
(at sWsth) 2 to start being i n d i m d e n t  and d a  
sth new: Sanjay &ft thefirmand struckouton his 
own. 3 (also ,9Mke 'oflLmpquenfl[+ advlpmp] 
tostart togosomewhere inadetermined way: He 
struck out across the ,k& lowards the furm- 
house. 4 ((with sb) WmE, imrmah to fail; to be 
unsuccessful: I tried to get a job but struck out 
mmpletely oHe mud haw simck out with her 
bemuse he mme hornearl 5 (at sblsth) to critl- 
cize sblsth, espxially pubiicly: strikrng out at 
yourcritics BE) hlt out (f sblsth) 
(Br+adv 

#trike 'out. ,strike sb 'out IAmE) (in baseball) 
to fail to hit the ball successMy three times and 
so finish your turn; to make sbdo this: Hestruck 
out in the third inning. o The pikher struck out 
#hm baEiWs, 
&v+adv + v+sdv+n + v*ntpron+adv 

,strike sth 'outfthrwgh ( e l l y  BrE) to 
remove 5th Rnm a text or a list by drawinga lime 
through it: I shvck out some w o w  to make the 

stdna ISWI wrung, strung i s k n r ) ~  

,string a'long (with sb) (i@rmtrl) to  go mme- 
where or  do sth wrth sb else, especially because 
you have nothingelse to do: IZR fm #his morning. 

Can I slrlng ahng with you when you go to the 
shops? 
lavH) tag along Cbehlndlwith sb) 
<4v+adv 

,string sba'long(~rma~toallowsbto believe 
sth that lsnot trr~efor alongperiod of time,espe- 
crally when you encourage them to have false 
hopes: They never really indendtd to glue her a 
job. Th@y wre j w t  stringing her along. o He 
~huw her along (or years and t h  rrmrried 
somehdy else. + v + nlpmn + adv 

,String 'out (acmsWalong sth) to spread out in a 
line. As we climbed, rw tended t~ string ou#, with 
Ihefittestmple &king the W. 
& v + &  

,String ~ t h  'od to make sth last longer than 
expected or necessary: ldidn't lvant io strhgout 
the argument. 
e v + a d v + n  + v+nlprwr+adv 

,string gth to'gethsr 1 to mmbine word% 
phrases, sentences, etc. toforrnsth that has some 
meaning: I wn $are& string tagether turo words 
of Germn. o The report should b w r l m  by 
somebody who can string lw sen tmm lo~dthet 

words, a sentence 2 to join a series of 
things together:pearls simng together on a neck- 
krce o The student of kung fu learns uariow 
rnowmenlstht am then strung together 
@v+rdpron+edv v+adv+n 

,string sb 'up (ir@JrmaR to I r i  sb by hanglrlg 
them, especially illegally: They'll slrh.g Rim up 
il t hey mtch him. 

v+n/pmn+adv + v+adv+n 
,Strhg sth 'up to hang or  tie 5th in place: Sfw 

stnangupa banwrmyt~ 'Xnppy 4MhBirihduy: 
ev+nlpron+a& a v+adv+n 

,strip sth a'way 1 (fmm ah) to completely 
remove a layer of 8th that is covering sth else: 
Strip away the paint lo reveal Ihe d under- 
nmth. o The hwk hus ken strip@ awayfmm 
Ihe tree. 2 to remove anything that is not h u e  and 
necessary to rcveal what sbisth i s  really like: 
When you strip uruay the jargon, he m l I y  has 
nothimg sensible lo sax o The progmmme 
strrppdaway the mjrslery surrounding t h  royal 
family 3 to remow or  get rid of sth that has 
existed fora longtime: Ow hasicrighaare hing 
mlppdamy by these Iaws. 
@v+adv+n + v+nipm+adw 

,strip sth 'down to sepmte a machine or  an 
engine into parts, especially in  order to clean or 
reparr it. We had to strip down the engine and 
replace the urorn pnrls. o The mr wm strip& 
down andm~forpans .  
,sr*, dismantle 8th (more f o m n  
@v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,strip 'down to 5th to takeoff your clothes until 
you are only wearing the items mentioned: I 
strwpd down i% my underwwrfir tke mamge. 
Qv+adv*prep+nown 

,Itrip Sth ' h m  8th = STRIP STH OFF, STRIP STH 
O F F ~ R O M  STH 

*strlpsb/sth of sthtotakeawayasightaprivil- 
ege, property etc. that sb has, as a punishment: 
H e m  strrppd of his titlefor Musing lofight In 
Brifuin (: for example, in hxlng). o T W  
strrppedme oJ my citrzenshM frortd dernnedme. 
,avH, d i d  uUsth of ath ( T o m 0  

Str ip  s b  of 9th i s  often used in the passive. 
@ v + nlpron +prep 

,strip 'off, ,strip sth 'otf(BrE, ilafomZ) if you 
s t r ip  off, or strip sth off, you take off all or  
nearly all your clothes: She stripped off  and 
diwd inio the wateK o Strip fl your M cEoIhes 
and put on thew dry OM.  

+v+abu + v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 
,drip sth 'off; ,strip sth 'o f f fhm sth to 

remove a layer of sth: It washard w r k  strzpping 
the old roallmpr ofloAll the h u e s  hud heen 
strippedoff the bmnches. 
+v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n + v + n l p m n * m  

,strip sth "out to completely remove things you 
do not want; to remove everything from a place 
and leave it empty: They had strip& out all the 
original f m t m  of the how. 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

struggle ~ ' s w ~ g i t  

,struggle ahlongran to manage to mntinue in 
spite of great difficulties: Thewuntry'swnomy 
w dill struggIi?&q ahng. o Thegovernmentstnrg- 
gl& on with a tiny mqjorilj. 
Qv+& 

,stub 5th 'auttostopacigaretbe,etc.burning:He 
stubbed thecigw-etZeout wilh hisfwt. 
EZi cigarette, elgar grlnd 5th output nth 
out: ewtlngulsh sth (mreformaLj 
Qv+nlpmn+adv v+adv*n 

,stuff 'up; ,stuff ath 'up (BrE, slang) to do sth 
very badly; to fatl at &I: Iha &rid 1st- up 
ngarn. o I'm not huuing t h m n l f l  up myplans.  
I S 9  mesa up, mess 5th up + v+adv r v+adv+n 4 v+nlpmn+& 

stumble ~-stnmbil 

,stumble a'cmWonu'pon sblsth to And 
sWsth unexpectedly or  by chance: We stumbEed 
on the sofutwn by accident o 1 stumbled acmss 
an oldscRooI friend loday. 
ev+prep  

'stumble into sth to became involved in sth by 
chance: She stunmbki inlo engimewttw becrrm of 
her loueof maths. 
ev+m 

,stump 'up (for ah), ,stump 'up 5th (far sth) 
(RrE, informal) to pay the amount of money for 
sth that sb asks, o k n  when you do not want to: 
He had m money so I had to stump w f o r  his 
llrk~t o We had to stump up am extra five hun- 
dredpounds for insurance. 

the cash EFD cough up,cough sth up 
6 v+adv + v+adv+n 

subject I S ~ W ~ ~ ~ M I  
sublect s b r s t ~ u r a e l f  to sth Wormal) to 

make sblsthlyaurself experience, suffer or  be 
affected by sth, usually sth unpTeasant: tosubjwl 
sth lo srmii~dyIonalysiso All our prudW are 
subjected lo thorough wsls. o Co LA? subjjecled lo 
c r i t ~ c I s m l ~ n i l a b u S a r t a r l u r ~  4 Why did I 
subject mysdf to another ewning of m u m n t s ?  
o 'I'hecity wassubjee!edmre~ledbornbings. 

Subject sblsthlyouraelf to 6th IS offen 
used in the passwe. It 1s mainly used in wrltten 
English, 
e ~ + n f p r w r + p r e ~  

subscribe /sab's!~mb/ 

sub'scrlbe to sth ~ormnl)  to agme with an 
opinion, atheory, etc: It'snotan 0pinwnJlend.M 
subxrihto. o Thmmpany subscribe to the U ~ W  

that if you wn enmumge children lo rrse yaw 
products, I@ rofllcontinueto use them when they 
are adults. 
EE3 vlew, thpwy, o p l n h  



Subscribe to sth can be ussd in the pa& 
slve: It is not rr thmp that is commonly s u b  
scr&d h. 
@ v + prep 

'substitute forsbMth totake the place of sWsth 
else: Can you substitute for me at the meeting? o 
Norhln,: mn subtrtutefor the uduiceyour doctor 
isable togiveyou. 
@ V + P ~ ~ P  

succeed /sawst:d/ 

suc'ceed In doFng sth to achieve sth that you 
haveken trying todo or get; to havethe result or 
effect that was intended: He sumeded in melting 
lop marks in chemrstv. o The Lubour Party sue 
ceeded in capturing thefemale uow (= they per- 
suaded women to vote for them). o (ironic) Ibied 
lo mend my watch, but only sua%2ded irr brmkrg  
it (= that was not what I intended). 
e r + prep 

suck 
,suck sb 'In; , s u c k  s b  'into sth to g r a d d y  

lnvolve sb in an activitJl a situation. etc., espe 
cially one that they do not at first want to be 
involved in: There is a danger we could be sucked 
inio a lwt: 4 Don't ietyourself gei sucked In. o In 
his youth he had BeeA sucked inlo a hrppy cult. 
=Suck sb &suck sb lnto sth 1s nearly 
always used in the passive. 
Qv+n/pmn+adv + v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+pmp 

,suck 'up to sb (informal dhppmuing) to try to 
pleam sb by helping them, saying niw things to 
them, etc, in order to gain an advantage for your- 
self: He's always sucking up lo t k  hek o We 
don 'f suck up to anyone! 
+v*adv+prep 

, s u c k e r  sb 'Into sth; , s u c k e r  sb lmto dolng 
sth (AWE, worman to persuade sb to do sth 
they do not r e d y  want to do+ especially by using 
their lack of knowledge or experience: He got 
sllckemd into the scheme. o I was suckered inio 
helping. 
EEiil This phrasal verb Jg usually used in the 
pa~sive, 

v + nlpron + prep 

'sue for sth Vorwi)  to formally ask for sth, espe- 
cially in a mutt d Law: lo suefir divorce o The 
rebels wereforced to suefirpeace. 
E!Ei dlvoroe, peace 
e' V + P ~ ~ P  

Q ................................ ............... ....... ........ ........ ......... ...................... - 
5 ~ i f  / su : t~ r~a l sos ju : t /  

'Suit a h  to ssblsth to make sth appropriate for 
sbtsth: He m n  suit his wnwrsatwn lo whoever 
he's with. 
& w+ntpron+prep 

sum /SAW (-mm-) 

,sum 'up; ,wm sth u p l  togive themain points 
of 5th in a fewwords: &$ore wemncludethe mt- 

let tne sum up, o To sum up, there are three 
main ways of tackling the problem ... oJn her 
mncksion, shesummed up what had hen ogre&. 

surnmarlze, aurnrnarla 8th (more forma0 
2 (of a judge) to give the maln points of the mi- 
dmce or arguments in a legal case, near the end 
of the trial: When he summed up, the judge 
reminded thejury of t h e ~ r o u s n w  of t h e e .  
@v+adv + v+adv+n * v+pron+adv + v+n+adv 

(lessfrsguent) 
b ,summInp'up n I a speech made by the judge 
to the jury near the end of the trial, giving the 
main points of the evidence and the arguments 
in the case: Thejudge inill begin her summing-up 
on Mondw. 2 an occasion when sb states the 
main points of an argument, etc: There was a 
~ 3 m l  summing-up by 4 y h  of the spaken. o The 
spwkersgaw bri@ summings-up of their lrrlks. 

,Sum sbkth 'up I to describe or show the mmt 
typical characteristics of sblsth, especially in a 
few words: Hisspmh  summed up t h e m o f  the 
whob counhy. o Tofully Iary - that just ahut 
sums hrm up. 2 (as sbtsth) to decide or express 
what you think about sblsth: The two of them 
slwd &re, summrng each other up o He had 
a l d y  summed her up as m m n e  urho hut& lo 
admit defeat. o I summed up the situntlm h t m e -  
dintely (= realized what was happening and what 
needed to bedoner IEYO aim sblath up 
@ v+adv+n * v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv(hs  

f w m o  

summon PSMMI,J 

,summon 8th 'up I to manage to produce a par- 
ticular feeling in yourself, although this is dm- 
cult: ewntua2ly summaned up the murage to 
k m k  at the dm% o He managed ro summon up o 
smik. o Icm'isurnmon up much enthwhsm for 
gmmmnr!o I don? thhk  I can summon up tfw 
energy lo go for a run. E Z i  courage, smile, 
energy, strength BE) muster sth up In 
this meaning summon 5th up is not used in the 
passive. + Summon 8th is sometimes used with 
this meaning. 2 to make an idea, a feeling, a 
memory, etc. come into your mind: It's a smell 
that summons up mriemories of my c h f M M .  E%J 
rnemorles, wlslon, Imape evoke sth (more 
f i r m 0  
+v+adv+n v+pron+adv + v+n+acb(mm) 

Surge /s3:dg; AmE &3/ ,swallow sth 'up to use sth such as money or - 
resources campletely: Pmctisfng the pima sunrl- 

laurge 'mmgh sb if afeeligsw h w s  up all herfree time. o Pay rises were quickly you. you suddenly feel it very stmngly:A thrill of swadlorwd up 6y prh im* NwIwr excttement sum& through Isok!.FBBTl rellef, mpons milowed up a Iha muntry's 
ereitornewt, anger 
+ s e e a h  SURGC IIP 

def~nce spmding. o The extm mow rn swal- 
Iorupd UD bw debts. 

9 V+PWP 
- . <  

EiJ time, money rwe ath q 
,suWe 'up (limv) if an emotion sarges UP in m m  Swallow sth up is often used in the 

you, you suddenly feel it wry stmngly: h n i c  pas~ive 
suw@d up h i d e   he^ Qu+adv+n + v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv(mm) 
5 i M  Surge up IS usually use4 with another 
adverb ora phrasebeginning withapremition. swan l.swon:~rnE swnt  (+I*) 
3 , W a k O S U R C E  THROUGH SB 

+v+adv 
b 'upsurge (lnlof ath) n [usually sing.] a sudden 
great increase in 8th: There has been a m m t  
upsurge qf violence in Ehe o m .  4 on upsurge N 
interest in s c W n n d  technology 

surrender pa%nctgr)/ 
sufmnder to slusth: s u f r e n d e r  yourself 

to sbmth ( f o r n o  to stop wing to resist a feel- 
Ing, a particular person, etc. and let them control. 
what you do: He surrendered to his ~ t u m l  
instinct lo run a w .  o She sumndered to Lao's 
churm. o He surmndered h im l f  to simp. 
e v + p r e p  + v+pmn+prep 

SUSS /sns/ 

,suss sbtsth 'od (BrE, hformn0 to And out 
what sbkth is really like: to understand the 
important things about sWsth: My classmates 
were s u i n g  me out, seeing how tough I was. o 
We'll ned to s w  out our opp0~11lS Wore Ihe 
game. o I've got him slrssed out now. o Jen had 
sussed out right amy that them w w  something 
stmnge going on. o Simon al~vays did what his 
JamiIy wanbed. Imons&6hatout. 
-Suss sW& mn be wed with a similar 
meanmg: I'vegot him sussed. 
+v+nlpm+adv + v+adv+n 

swallow ~ .WD~XJ :  A& 'smw/ 

,swallow sb/sth 'up to mmpletely m r  sWth 
or absorb themlit, so that they can no l m c  be 
seen or do not exist separately: He wakM them 
walkaway untilthe darkness swallowed them up. 
o She was so embarsrrssed she wished thut the 
ground w u k i  open and swallow her up o M e  
munlryside is rapidly k ~ n g  sluallorwd up by 
building dewlopmenfs. o Many m l l  businaapes 
have k e n  swdlouwd up by iargerwmmnies. 
Bern Swallow sblsth is sometimes u& with 
t h ~ a  meaning: She wished thut lhegmund m l d  
open up a d  swallow het 
(bv+dprm+adv + v+adv+n 

-. . .. , -  . 
, ~ n  a'boutra'mund; ,swan a'boutr 

a'mund ath ( B E ,  in$?rmal, disnpproutng) to 
move around or go from one place to another 
enjoying yourself, but w ith no real purpose: Stop 
swannmng o h t  pretending to be clever o She's 
smnning aroundEurope for the summer: 
&v+adv v+prep 

,swan 'off (to...) (BrE, informal, disappmvLW to 
go off to enjoy yourself with no real purpose: 
He'saIwaysswnnirq olf to S w m  an holiday? 
@u+adv 

swap ( a h  awa~) Iswop: A m E s w a ~ l  (-w) 
,rmap a'roundl'overrround (informal, e s p ~  

ciully BrE) !f two people swap aroundlover/ 
round, they move to where the otherperson was 
berore or start doing each other's jobs: 1'11 driw 
there and you m n  rmd the map We'll swop o w  
0 r r l h e ~ ~ q y M .  
E S j  change omImund (BrE) 

v+adv 
,swap sb l s th  a ' roud 'wer t rwnd (iqformnl, 

especl'ally BrE) to replace sWsth wlth sWsth else: 
At hCf-time the manager sump@ mme of t k  
phyersarowtd.  
,sr*, change sWah mundlarwnd 
@ v + nlpron +sdv r v+ adv + n (ram) 

,swap ' o w r l t o  sth), ,swap sBnth '-(toah) 
to change from one s~tuation, paition, etc. to 
another, to make sb do thls: We swap@ aver 
~ m n n e l e m l c c m k e r t o a g ~ 1 ~ ~ 0 k e r  o Haveyou 
been swap@ owr to the MW wmpwer s y s m  
yet? 
IEB wrlkh -,swbh sth mr,wAtch nb 
over 
+v+adv + v+n/prwr+adv + v+adv+n(less 
mmt) 

'swarm wlth sbE8th (uslmlly us& in t h e m  
siw mses) i f  a plaw is swarming with sblsth, i t  
is very fW of pmple or thmgs moving around: 
The rnweurn ws s m r n i r & q  with murk& o The 
rwm wlls hofand swarming withjlies. 
e Y + P ~ ~ P  



'swear by sb (not us& in t h e p m g m i w  tenses) 
to name sb in  order to show that you are making 
aseriouspromise: IswearbyAlmighty God that I 
will tellthe truth (= forexample, said in a British 
court of law). 
@ v + prep 

' w e a r  by Ihtsb (not wed in  the progmk 
tenses) to believe strongly that sthlsb is very w 
ful and helpw: My brother sluwrs by h n  ond 
honeydrrnksesa coIdrem&p o Why don'tyougo 
and see D% Nagh?My mthethersmrs by him. 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

,swear sb 'In:,-~r sb 'Into 8th tointrosuce 
sb publicly to a new position, responsibilia etc. 
by gettrng them to promlse that they will do the 
job correctk be loyal to the organrzatlon, their 
country, etc: He was swrn  in as President m 
Januarq: o The new PresIdenl was hurriedly 
u r n  inlo once. 
E4ll Swear sb in and swear sb into sth are 
often used in thepassive. 
e v + a d v + n  a v+nlpron+abv * v+nlpron+pmp 
b .swearlng'lri n Wl [sing.] the act of getting sb 
to promise publicly to da their job correctly. be 
toya1 to their organbation or  country, etc. bfore  
they begm a new job or responsib~lity: The 
swmriwin of the new pmident wilI fake place 
lomorrow. o a swearinpin mwmgny 

, w e a r  'off sth (irlformal, especially A m  to 
make a serious promise that you wll1 give 8th up, 
especially sth that is bad or  harmful: He's Intend- 
ing lo s m r  aoIcohol. o Ewr s i m  her bop 
friendkftshehasswornoflmen. 
Q V+PWP 

'swear h sth (informal) to say that sth k defin- 
itely true: Jthink I've met him somewhere Wow, 
but Icoukfn't swear lo  I? (= I'm not completely 
certain). 
G'v+P* 

'swear sb to 8th to make sb promise sth, erpe- 
c~al ly  that they willnot tell other peoplesth: The 
anors know how the serm will end but they am 
S I W ~  SO semcy. o Jeff bld me a b u t  his pro- 
motion and sglooreme to sikm, + v + nlpmn + prep 

sweat lswetl 
,sweat sth 'off to lose weight by doing a lot of 

hard exercise to make yourself hot and produce 
sweat: I swenled q f f  the a t r a  wight  by playing 
squash e m  do3 
+v+adv+n 4 v+prm+a& L v+n+a&(mm) 

, m a t  sth 'out 1 togetrid of a cold, fwer, etc by 
staying warm so that you produce sweat: When- 
e m  Jget u badfever Igo to M and s m t  it out. 

E!El cold, fewr 2 ,-at R 'oul to wait for sth 
:that you feet nervous or  anxiousabout tohappen 
or  to end+ They made ussrwat it outfir tuw hours 
until theresult wasannoun&. 
W Sweat sth oat is not used in t h e m i v e ,  
6 v+pron+adu a v+n+wdv v+sdu+n(Im 

f'uent) 
'sweat over sth (frdbrmol) to  work very hard on 

sth; to spend a lot of time doing sth or  worrying 
about sth. I ' u e k e n  smlingovermy m r o f  m- 
~gmtion forsewmldays. 
U V + P ~  

sweep ~swtp~(swept, wveptlsweptn 

,sweep sb a'longla'way to make ab feel very 
enthusiastic about slh or involved in 5th: to 
affect sb so much they forget everything else: 
Ann luas swept along by herfather's enthusiasm. 
I% carry sb along; belget carried away 
W Sweep sb alongaway is usually used in 
the passive. + Y + nlpron +adv 

,-p sb a'slde to defeat sb easily: United 
swptLiuerpooIaside with wse. + v+ nlpron + adv v +adv + n 

,sweep sth a'slde to  ignore sth: to h a t  sth as 
though it 1s not important: A12 their obj&wm 
uere swept asrde. o She sweeps rn& euev sug- 
geslion 1 make. 

ob&ctlom, protests, restrletlons, oppo5 
Ition, crltlclsrn 
BEmSwepp sth aside is often used in  the 
passive. 
@v+rdpmn+adv + v*adv+n 

,Sweep ~b a ' w y  =SWEEP SB ALONGIAWAY 
,-p sth a'way to  destroy ar get rid of sth 

cn~npletely: The h i d e n t $  sp&~ swept away 
all our doubts. o ?overly wfIl h swept amy! o 
The old may of lge has been m p t  away by the 
electronicreuolution. 

v+adv+n * v+nlpmn+& 
,weep 8th 'baclu'up if you sweep your hair 

hack or  up, you brush or push it away from your 
face: Sheswept her hair buck from herface with 
M A  hands, o Longhaircan hswept up on .?up of 
your head. 
EZTi halr 
O v f  n/pron+adv + v+adv+n 

,sweep sth 'M ,sweep sth 'off ath to remove 
sth from somewhere, especially by brushing 
wlth your hands, a brush, etc: He swept the 
crumbs ofl the table. o olfigrrmtive) The w i d  
swept her hat on 
~ v + n / w n + a d v  r v+adv+n + v+ntpron+prep 
Dll ,weep sb oW thdr Xwt to make sb fall sud- 
denly and deeply in love with you: Maria was 
szueptofl herfeet by Markkcharm, 

a-p dh '&to clean a rmm a cupboard, etc. 
with a largebrush with a longhandle (a bmom): 
Brad was bwy s w p i n g  out thegad .  
g v + a d v + n  + v+nlpmn+adu 

,sweep sb 'up 1 to lift sb with a sudden smooth 
movement: He mn forwad and swpt her up in 
his arms. 2 to make sb -me wry involved in 
5th so that they are unable to think clearly: The 
whIe counhy tws swept up In the m c i i e m t  
EE) belget caught up (in nth) Sweep sb 
up 1s often USKI in the passive In th is  meaning. 
@ v + nlpmn +adv + v + a& + n (rare1 

, ,sweep 'Up; ,-p dh  'up to  remwe dust, 
drrt, etc. from a floor wlth a bmh: We had io 
s w p  up Wore rue 18 .  o We'd L w l f e r m p  up alE 
the bitsof brokenglass quicklx 
e v + a d v  * v+adv+n r v*nlpmn+adv 

,sweeten 821 'up (i-0 to hy to persuade sb 
to help you, agree to sth, etc. by giving them gim, 
k ~ n p  very nice to  them, etc: you sweeten hhrm 
up he'll do the work for yorr. o They s m l e n  up 
customem wllh specioIoflers. 
~ v + n l p r o n + a d v + v * a d ~ + n  

,swell 'up if part of the body swells up, it 
becomes much larger and munder than usual as 
a result of Illness, injury, etc: My foor swelled yp 
so t w m  its normlsize. o (Fgumlive) A feelingof 
admimtm swelled up in her: 
+v+adv 

,d l1  sth 'down (Worm to drink a large 
amount of sth quickly: Hejust s ~ i l k d  down his 
h r  ond mlkedoui. 
e v + a d v + n  v+nlpmn+adv 

,swing a'round: , M n g  sbMh a'round (BrE 
also . d n g  'mund, .swing sblsfh "mund) ? to 
turn around fast to face the other way; to make 
sb/sth do this: Luke sllddenly swung round and 
glared ad me. o I swung the m r  rorwrdonrl dmw 
back down the road. 2 to change from one idea, 
opinion, etc. to another, espxially the opposite 
one: The Labour Party kas now swung mwtd 50 
supporli~Europe, o You should kabk 50 swing 
pwplerolrndtuynwpoint of vletu 
+v+adu + v+nlpmn+adv 

'swlng a4 sk'swlng I h  at sb totry to hitsb: 
ShPswunget me w z t h i h e m n h r  + v + prep + v+ nlpron + prep 

,swing 'by: ,swing 'by 9th (Am& imrmnl) to 
visit aperwn or  place for a short time, especially 
when you are  going somewhere else: She SWUM 
by (= mme here) on her w y  home. o Lei's swing 
$yl)ave's horn aler  themuie. 
r n d r o p b y  
@v+adv r v+prep 

,wing 'round: ,swing sblsth 'round (Brm = 
S W I N G  AROUND, SWING SBISTH AROUND 

switch I S ~ I  

,switch 'off (irbforml) to stop giving your atten- 
tion to sb or sth: I j u t  swilCh off when Jo starts 
talking. o Do youfind it hard lo switch sfl' (= stop 
thinking a b u t  work) w h n  you get home? 

turn ofl 
Q v + s d u  

,switch 'M ,switch sth 'off; ,switch Wlf 
'off to stop an electrical dwioe, a machine or  an 
engine working by presslng a switch, a button, 
etc. Thehmtingswilchesoff at I0.Wpm. o Shall 
I switch the Iighfi off?o The eleclrdty hns k e n  
swuched o n  o (jlguruliue) Her smik swiiched ofl 
suddenly when shesow him am in. 
W turn off, turn itself off, turn sth fl 

switch on, swttch sth on, d t c h  ltlsn on 
&v+adu v+n/pron+adv 4 v+adv*n 

,switch 'on; ,switch 8th 'en; ,anltch Itself 
'on tostart an electrical dwice,a machineor an 
engine by pressing a switch, a button, etc: She 
~valked  in and switched on the light o The 
n a n c h t n e s w i l c h ~ ( i ~ I ~ o n a u t o m u t ~ 1 I ~  0 How 
do you witch this thing on? o @gu~trve)  He mn 
sur~lchon the charm whewuerhe I~kes. 
I S 3  turn on, turn ttseIf an: turn sth on 
EE3 switch off, switch sth off. switch Its& off 
Q v + a d u  

,switch 'over(to sth), ,switch 8th 'wer(to sth) 
f (BrE) to change fmm one television statlon to 
another: Iswitched ouer to watch the news. BE!) 
change over (to sth); turn mrer (to sth), turn sth 
over (to 8th) 2 (also ,&tch sb 'over) to  change 
from one position, situation, job, etc. to another: 
We'vefinnlly swiithed over to a computerized sys- 
tem. 5 The wuntry gradmlly swilched overfrom 
imperial !o meirlc. o 350W cwlorners have been 
swiLh& ouer to the new system. LEB changs 
wer (from sth) (to a h )  
+v+adv. v+nlprwl+adv + v+adv+n 

,swivel a'round; ,swivel sb/sth a'round ( a h  
,mW 'round, ,swivel rblsth 'round e s r n l l y  
Brm 1 to turn or  move your body, eyes or  head 
around quickly ta face another direction: He 
surtueIIedaround lo h k  a! her: 2 to turn or  make 
sth turn around a fixed central point: She 
swiw[l& the chairaround lo face them 
+v+adv + v+nlpmn+adv 



, M p  a'round'werf round = SWAP AROUND! 

OVEF~RROUND 

,swap sblsth a'roundrwerl'round = SWAP 
SAlSTH AROUMD!OVER~OUND 

,swot 'up (on sth)(BrE. inform0 to study a sub- 
ject very hard, especially when you are prepar- 
lng for an exam: I have to s w t  up on phlrrsol 
verbsfor a 6esI tomorrow o It's time .!u sla t l  swot- 
ti?@? upfortheexam. 
EE9 brush nth up. brush up on 8th (especially 
B r a ,  mug UP (on sth), mug sth up (BrE), 
review srh (especially AmKj, revfse sth (BrE) 

syphon rsadhl 

,syphon sth 'off = SIPHON STB OFF 

tack ltaakl ,tall 'oft ( ~ h  ,tall a'wey lesp+??wlent) to become 
smaller. fewerewer weaket etc: Sales taikdofl in the 

ntaek "onbck Ion to (imrmao oulurnn/JklI. o The number of t~urlsfs starts 10 
to add sth as an extra item, especially in a - in SeplemMx Hm aluoJ 
less way: The Insr plragmph seems to have ken .Did you lwnt to see.,. biM 
lack& on at the k t  minute. o An extra day has A .,A -, 
been lack& onlo the New Ymr holiday. o aagorch ' ' ' -"" 
l a ckdon  lo thefront of the house 
I@9 addsthth,abdathontorth 

tallorptda(t)l 
lmJl Tack sth mi and tack ath on to &h are Tailor 8th tmWsb,alh tomakeor adsptskhfor 
own used in the passive. a particular purpose, a particular person, etc: 
+w ofso TAG STH ON, TAG STH ON TO STH Special pmgrammes of study am tuibred to the 
+v+nlpron+adv * v+adv+n + needs of specificstlrdenk 

v + n/pmn+ adv + prep @ Y + nlpm + prep 

tag IWI c+s-1 
,tag a'long (MlnrlEwtIh sb )  (infurmo0 to go 

somewhew with sb, especially when you have 
not been inv~ted: The children tagged along 
behind their mother o Con I tugalongIwithyou) 
when you go to the shops? 
E 9  string along (wlthsb) 
+ s ~ O L M T A I :  ON, TAG ON TO SB 
Q v + &  

,tag 'on; ,tag 'on to sbBl41 (wwcially BrE) lo 
follow sb closely and go somewhere with them, 
although you have not been invited: Kate'sjriend 
lag#& on and smiled the 'heday, o We la& on to 
theend of thepiwtasion. 

take (took Itukltaltcm I'tmkanl) 

-t see uISO TAG ALONG (BEHIND~' ITH SB) 

e r+adv  + v+adv+prep sb a'back to shock or surprise sb: I wm 
taken ah& by his mdenesp. 

nmg d h  'on; ,tag d h  ' 0  5th ~ i l a f o ~ ~  ' 0  - ~ a k e  sb abck is usually used in the 
arld sth as an extra Item to the end of sth, espe- 

nQLcq,m 

cially in a mreless way: An apology was mgged 
on to #Re end of the lemf o Online securrly i s  
king built in lo thesystem, not tagged an. 
BE) add sth on, add sZh on ta sth 
-Tag 6th onand t a ~  sth on to sthareoften 
used in the passive. 
3 ~ E C l l h  TACK STH ON, TACK STH ON TO 
ev+nlpmn+edv + v+adu+n * 

v + nlpmn + adv + prep 

&v*n/pmn+sdv 
,take 'after sb 1 (not llsed in tM progressive 

t e r n )  to lmk like or behave l i b  an older m a -  
bFr or yourfam~ly: ~?ntoidlinke&rrnygmnd- 
m o t h  o Your daughter &m't lake sfter you at 
all. o He's always been shy - he tokes afkr his 
fither 2 (okffashioned, AmE) to begin to follow 
sb quickly inorder to catch them: A m n  rushd  
outof lhe hnkand two men look alei-him o She 

tall /tell/ 

,talr a'way =TAIL OFF 

,tall 'back ( B E )  If hffk tails back. it forms a 
long l i e  that moves very slowly or dws not 
move alt all: mr the accident, mflk hiled Luck 
eight miles. 
Q v * &  

%Itbuck n (Brh') a long line of m c  that 
moves very slowly m does not move at all: T& 
m h  musslolasix-mik tailback. 

ran our inlo the night &he took aler  her 
+v+vrev 

Jake a'galnst sbtsth (~Wfmhiomd, to 
be@ into dislike sblsth: Why h u e  you suhk~hy 
taken againrl Laum? 

tuke to sblsth 
0 v + prep 

,take abtsth a'long (to &) to take sbor sth with 
you when you go somewhere: lbm dodi his s W  
~ I o n g  ro thepar&" o When you mwl wlrh young 
chiIdmn, takeabngsomefawuritetcysor a book. 
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,take sbkth a'part IinfmmT) 1 (in sport) to 
defeat sb easily: He taok th kmerlcan upart in 
thethird& (= in a game of  tennls). o We mktke 
other mrn apnrt, o Touch her again andl'll take 
youa,parf!Z toattackorcrIticizesblsth severely: 
Her second novel was taken apm by the critics. 
@ v + n /pm + adv r v + adv+ n ( I e s s J ~ w n t )  

,taka sth a'partto separates machine, a piece of 
equipment, etc. into its p a r k  She took theclock 
aport undmukln'tput it back logether o You m n  
take the mlxer apart to clwn it. o The police t m k  
#he room apart (= e x m i n d  everything very 
carefully), Iwking for evidem. 
IS@ dismantle 5th (moreformaT) 
)O.P) put sth topthw + v +  nlpmn + adv + v +  adv + n (h&~mfl 

,take sb a'round: ,take sb a'round sth (BrE 
also ,take sb 'round, ,taka sb 'mund 8th) tovisit 
a place with sb; to show sb the interesting or 
important parts of a place: *you'd like lo see the 
town. Imufd take you amrmd. o Wegot agurde lo 
iake us round the temples. 
,avH, show sb around. show ah around sth: 
take sb over sth 

v + nlpron + adv v + nlpron + prep 
,take sb~sth a'round ( e smia l f y  A m 0  = T A K E  

SB/STH ROUND 

,take sb a'slde to separate sb from the rest of a 
group In order to talk to them privately: She mk 
me asideandmpluined thesituation. 
A - I - - - ,  -r. .g V ~ l l l l J l V r l ~ r U V  

,take sb a'way (frwn sWsth) l to remove s b h m  
samewhere; to lead or move sb to another place: 
The injured were taken away kg bymbuknce. o I 
can take you away fmm uI1 thh  (= all thls 
trouble). 2 to remove sb, especially a child, frum 
sb's care: The children were inken nwoy from 
them andput into a children's hums o Myfather 
t w k  me awayffom schwl and taught me h i m g  
3 to take sb with you on a trip or holidaylvac- 
atlon: He lakes the whole furnlly awayfor tum 
weeks in the summer 4 to make it necessary for 
sb to leave a place, especially temporarily: Sum's 
wo* takes him awuyfiwm hisJamilyfor months 
ara time. 
.(B v + nlpron +a& v+ abr + n (Ipssmuenfl 

fake d b  a'way 1 to remove sth and place It 
somewhere eIse. They had 60 lQke the wmputer 
away to& It. o You m to& the book away with 
you 2 (from sWsth) to remove something from a 
person, a pIaceor an organization so that they no 
longer have it: Thew books musf m t  be iden 
away from the library. o They can't take our 
rights amyfrom us. 3 to make a feeling, pain, 

etc. disappear: These 6 n W  should help bke  the 
pain away. o That m dlsgustlng!Ineedn drink 
of mter lo take the hete away. paln, taate, 
appetlb 4 (fmm 5th) ( m a t ~ l i c s i  to take one 
number from another N you take your away 
from ten, that h u e s  sir. o Ten rake away four 

huessix (10-4=6). 5 (BE) (AmE,bke rth 'out) 
I~~sualIy lrsed in the infinitive with 'lo') to buy a 
cooked dish at a restaurant and carry it away to 
eat at home, In the street, etc: A che@seburgm and 
a coffee 6 0  take a w y ,  pZm$e. o Is thut to eat here 
or take away? 6 (from sthj to form an opinion or 
impression of sWsth that is stltl there when you 
go away: We didn't fake a w y  a wryfavourable 
impression oJ the hotel. o Whnt do LW want stu- 
dents to Fakeawy (= to learn)from thls course? 
+v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

take sbC 'breath away to Swprlse or please 
somebody very much: TheBrstsightof thewater- 
falliakesyour brwfhulvay 
b 'takeaway (Brm n 1 a restaurant that cooks 
and sells food that you eat somewhere else: a Chi- 
neSetIndton takeuway o a lakmzmy restaurant 2 
(AmE 'takeout, 'carry-mit) a meal that you buy 
from this typeof restaurant: WecouMgesa wke- 
amay tonight. o u lakeawy pizza 

,take a'way from sth tomaketheeffectorvalue 
of sth seem less: I don't wish ta mke awayfrom 
hts achieuemmts, but he coukln't Rave done it 
without our help. 
DZ) detract from 8th (mor@Jiormi) 
Qv+adv+prep 

,taka sb aWay from sth to take sb's attention 
away from what they are trying to do: T k s e  
minorproblems are taking us awayfrom the real 
issue. 
E m  dlstmcl Sb (from 8th) + v + nlpran +adv + prep 

,take sb 'back 1 (to ah) to go with someone to 
the place where they were or to yowltheir home: 
Cnn you take me back to the hotel? o 171 IQke the 
kids back now - they'regeftlng t W ,  2 to allow 
sb such as your husband, wife or partner to come 
home after they have left h a u s e  o f  a problem; 
toallow sb to return to theirjob: Iagrped lo iake 
her back if shepromised to h fait!ful infuture. o 
An ewloyer mnmt  bef i red  lo lake you M. 
EZB have nb back 3 (to sth) to make sb"s 
thoughts return to a past time: Tha smeil of the 
sw took him W k  to hn  chikbhood. o That song 
takes me back o  bit! ZB carry sb back (to 8th) + v + nlpron +adv 

,take sth 'baclk 1 (to s M )  if you take stb 
back to a shoplstore, or a shoplstm takes 8th 
back, you return sth that you haw bought 
because it is the wrong size or does not work, for 
example: The sweater hod a hole in it so I look it 
back. E3X) Mum 8th (mreformut) 2 to return 
sth you have borrowed, hired, etc: Iforgot lo take 
my h o o k s  hzck so the library. o it's your turn lo 
lake the videos k k .  return mh (mre for- 
mn0 Bern In informal spoken language take sb 
back sth, or, less often, take sb sth back can 
also be used: I look hlm bock his CIl o I twk him 
his CD back. 3 to take something you have 
bought, etc. home with you aRer you have been 

away: We s p t  a lot of the hoIi&v [ooktnglor 
presents lo take backfor #he kids. In infor- 
mal spoken language take ab back sth is also 
used: We look the kids back some presents. 4 to 
receive or take sth that you own from sb who has 
tarrowed ~ t :  When I'd rend the [elter he tmk it 
b w k  and put it in his packel. o No o i t e w t  was 
ever m d e  to hke  back the land (= to take w n m l  
of It again). 5 to admit that 8th you said was 
wrong or that you should not have satd ~ t :  I take 
brrck what I said about you h h g  lazy. EE) 
retract sth; wlthdraw sth ( h f h  more formal) 
+v+nlpron+adv * v+adv+nSr+adv+n 

v + pmn + adv 4 v + n + adv (lessfkqtlent) 
,take sbtsth 'down; ,take sblsth 'down sth 

t o  go withsWsth toalower level, toamoresouth- 
ern partof acountmetc.,or toadiffewntpartof 
abuildlng, town, countq etc. The nurse willtake 
you down in the liff. o The injured climbers were 
&ken down the mountain on e sledge. o You 
promised to lake medown toLondon nexttimeyou 
went! o Tony 'sjust teklng the cardrrwn fo thegar- 
mge-he'll& backsoom. 
BE0 taka sblslh up, take sblsth up sU? + v +  nlpmn + adv * v + a& + n (less fmquent) + 

r + nlpmn + prep 
,take sth 'down 9 to remove 8th h m  a high 

level: She look a bmkdown fmm the bps&&? 2 to 
remove sth that is hangingonawd, etc: Willyou 
b l p  me take the curtains down?- eurtalns, 
pictums)OPP) PWf ath up 3 to m o v e  a struc- 

t&, meeting. etc. that you have when you go to a 
hospital or have an interview for a job or d m l ,  
etC. Set OkO INTAKE at TAKE STH I N ,  TAKE STH 
INTO STH 

,bke sbmth 'In (toah), ,take sbtsth 'Into sih 
to go wlth sb or to take sth into a building or 
another place: I'mgoing intolotun, soi'il Sakeyou 
in i f  you like, o I took Jack into the kitchen for a 
quiet chat, o I'll wkeyou in Fo meet the m a m r  
now, o If you hke  your m m  In (lo the shop), 
shw'l[havealookatzffirpu. o M y M  hasbmn 
taken inlo hospital. 

In informal spoken language take sth in 
(for sb) can also be used in the patterns take sb 
In sth and, less often, take sb sth in: I took him 
macupof iaa.oItookhimocupof feain, 
+ W L I ~ T A K B  STH IN,TAKE STH INTO STH 
@v*nlpmn+& r v+adv+n + v+nlpron+prep 

,take sth 'In 1 to notice sth with your eyes: He 
t m k  m every dehiE oJ h.w appx~rance. o She 
s tar~6ore~odmkeinhersurr0undIngs .  2 to 
understand or absorb sth that you hear or read; 
to accept sth as true: I rwd the w h l e  m e  with- 
out taking anything In. o He just couldn't lake in 
what hud hnppened. 3 to include or cover 8th: 
T h  trrp tukes in six Eumpwn mpilals. o The 
study tukes In rvomenfvm 15diffmnt wwrWia. 

In this meaning take sth Ln ls not used in 
the passive. 4 (1nformn0 to go to see or visit sth 
such as a filmlmwie, especially when you are in 
a nlace for a different reason: She always tries lo . . 

tvre by separat~ng it into pi-: They were tuk- 
ing their tent down as we I$n. a tent, 
scaffolding put 8th up 4 to pull down a 
plece of clothing worn below the waist, without 
actually removing it: She look hm lmlrsers down 
lo show the dmtor her k g  wund. Eli tmus%n, 
pants 5 to write sth down: She look down my 
name, addwss and phone number BEl dahlls, 
(telephone) number BFX) note 5th d m  
Qv+nlpron+ach, + v+adv+n 

,take sb 'In 4 to allowsb to stay in yourhome: She 
takes in pa)rlng guests. o Men my purents died, 
my uncle took me In and brought m u p m  
guests, laclgen 2 if the police take sb h, they 
take them to a pol~ce station to question them 
about a crime: ? b o  young mnhuve k n  iuken zn ,I 
forqmlionlng. 3 (of an organization, an instltu- 
tion, etc.) to accept sb as a member, a student, a 
patient, etc: The mllege tmk In more studen& 
thunewr Worn krstgwr 4 to lnakesb belleve sth 
that isnot true:HowwukiIhavebeen token Inby 
his chnrm?o She tmk me in complelely wrlh her 
stow. PE) d w h  sb (more f o m 0  En 
this meaning take eb in IS usually used In the 
passive. 
+v+nlpson+ahr v+adv+n 
c 'Intake n 1 [C] F.Jl the number of pwple who 
joh a college or other organization at a particu- 
lar time: a new intukeof studenaFX(AmE) afirst 

h i e  in a show when she's in New York Ei3 a 
show+ the sights -In thismeaning take sth 
in IS not used in the passlve. 5 to make a prece of 
clothing narrower or tighter: This dress needsto 
be taken In a1 the w w t .  EEl a dress, a sklrt, etc. 
IEB let sth out@ i f  a boat takes In water, water 
comes in to it, usually through the bottom or 
sides E&i only water 7 (oId fashlon~ to do par- 
tlcular kinds of work for other people in your 
home, in order to earn money: My grandmother 
rrsed lo take in tuashing weshlng, Ironlng, 
sewing 8 (ArnE) to recelve or earn an amount of 
money.Howmmhdidfheshowlakein? 
@v+adu+n v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv(less 
mud 

:eke sth 'fn; ,take sth 'Into sth to absorb sth 
into the W y  b y  breathingor swallowing it: FSsh 
iuke In clrygen through their gills. o She tmk in 
deep breaths of sm otr o When we braathe we 
tukemBen into the body. 
(b v+adv+n 4 v+nlpron+adw b v+nlpmn+prep 
F 'Intake n 1 lCTj [C] the amount of food, drink, 
etc. that you take into your body: a high inmke of 
vitamin C o to reduce your mlarie intake 2 EC, 
usually sing.] an act of taking sth in, espedally a 
breath: a sharp intakeof b m l h  
+ S ~ ~ U ~ $ O I N T A K E  atTAKE SR IN 
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'talk a sb to speak to sb without listening to 
what they say in reply: Myfa tkra lmys  l i s k d  
l o o u r p o r ~ o f u k w - h m ~ ~ j & ~ W a t u s .  

Talk at sb can be used in the passive: I rws 
beingtalkedat rather than talk& ta. 
0 v + prep 

,blk a'way (to sb) t o m  without stopping for a 
ppriod of time: They were s w n  talking away to 
wcholheras if tlrey'd known each otherforymrs. 
Q Morie was talking away nineteen to I k  
dozen (= talkinga lot without stopping). 
Qv+adv  

,talk 'back(to sb) toreply rudely tosb in author- 
ity: She was sent out for talking back to the 
feache~ 
E9 answer back, an- sb back (mpeaally 
BrE) 
Qv+adv 
b 'back talk n IIT] (AmL irliormtrl) a rude reply 
orwmment. Isaidno, anddon't@'vettzeanymm 
beck lalk. 

,mlk sb 'down 4 to talk b sb who Is threatening 
to k ~ l l  themselves and persuade them not to 
jump h m  a tall buildhg, a bridge, etc: The 
police were t~y tng  to talk down a youth thmten-  
IW tojumpfrom t h e m  of thcarmrk .  2 topre- 
vent sb from speaking by talking loudly or 
without stopping. I tried to argue but they lalked 
medotun. 
@v+dpmn+adv + v+abv+n 

,talk sbtath ' d m  1 to helpapilotbrhgaplane 
to the ground by giving detailed ~nstructions 
from the ground: The p i M  were talked down 
through &fog by t h  Ground Contmlkm. o to 
lalk a p l a n e ~ % m  2 lo persuade sb to lower their 
prrces: He's asked for $I m. Ccrn w tulk him 
domn anyfurther7 3 to talk abut sth in a way 
that makes it seem less important or s u m s M  
than it  really is. The opposrtion was attacked for 
mlking the muntry down o He knch lo talk his 
achievententsdown. 

talk sblsth up 
Qv+ntpmn+adv v+adv+n 

,talk 'down to sb to speak to sb as if they are 
younger or less intelligent than you or than they 
veally are: He makes the mistakeof talking down 
lo hrs students. 
IE3 patmnts sb 

Talk down to sb can be used in the pas  
sive Ihule kinglalkeddown ta 
@ v + adv + prep 

,talk sblyoumelf 'Intorout af sth; ,talk 
sbwurself 'fntw'avt of dolng 8th to per- 
suade sblvourself todolnot to dosth Why didyou 
let James talk yoyou Into this crazy xheme?ol 

talk& m m I  indo believing I was happy. 0 I'm 
leaving now rmndhn't lry td lalk meout of it. + v+nlpmn+prep + v+nlpmn+abu+prep 
m b l k  your way out of mthlof ddng .th to 
make excuses and give reasons for not doing sth: 
to manage to get yourself out of a difficult situ- 
at ion: I mmged to talk my wuy out of having to 
g i w  a spewh. o His wife's found out about every- 
thing! I'd like to see hrm lolk his m y  out of this 
one! 

,h l  k a h  'out to discuss 5th thoroughly until you 
find a solution, an agreement, etc. or make a 
decision: to Ialk out your thouglrbs~mIhgslpmb- 
!ems with sb o Itmight help m talk thmgsouL 

Blngs, problsm 
Q v+ nlpmn + adv v +adv + n 

,talk yourself 'out to talk unffl you have noth- 
ing left to say: T h q  spmt all the heeuening d k m s -  
mn thepmbkm mil l  they lalked themwives out. 
Q v+pmn+adv 

,talk sbryourself 'out d &,,talk sblyour- 
sew 'out of dolng sth = TALK SE/YOURSRLP 
INTO/OU'[ OF STH. TALK sB/YOURSELF lNTO/DUT OF 
DOING STH 

,talk 9th 'over(wlth sb) todiscuss sththomughly 
with sb in order to h d  a mlution, make a dwi- 
slon, etc: I W 6 o  #uIk i twer with mypurenls: o 
You'll find it helnful to talk things over miih a 

friend. o Y w  rind Len both need to lalk over what 
kppened. 
!EE thlngr, feelings, problem 
&v*nlpron+adv *v+adv+n 

,$ark 'round sthprm =TALI AROUND STH 

,talk sb 'round (to 6th) (BrE) to persuade sb to 
accept sth or to agree to 8th: My pomnts didnl 
want me to go fa study in Brilrrin but Imamged 
to talk them round (lo t h e m ) .  
ev*nlpron+adw 

,talk sb 'through dh  to explain sth to sb in 
detail su that they understand it: The t&niml 
supmn star wiN talk you through any dmcuC 
tws you have with the sofluram. Q I Imn talk you 
thmugh the appl~mtion form 
,sr*1 walk sb through stb(AmiT) 

v + nlpron + prep 

,talk sth 'through to discuss sth thoroughly so 
that you can understand it, come to an 
rnent, or make a dwision about it: Throughout 
t k i r  marriage t h q  have always hiked thrngs 
rhrough. 011's help-ful to talk the problem 
l h r o ~ h  with a c o m l h r  o We m k d  through 
what had h u ~ ~ ~ .  
EEi things, problems 
@ v+n/pron+adv * v+adv+n 

rn tart up 
,. _ .......................,,,..llll...... ~ 

.*.. ..................... ~ ............. ,,...--. ----- 

... . . . 

have acon&rsation with sb 2 td speakto sbser- sb for sth to sb 
iouslx especially about sth wrong that thgt have to give you sth, especwy money: mut you tap 
done, or sth that they have not done: I'd like vflur father for a loan? lo sb for m f y m t i o n  
lalkioyou ~nmyoJJicenow < -  , 

2 I A ~ E  in>ormnn to choose sb far a krt inrlar  - - -  -, ,. . - 
+ V * V ~ P  role orjob:A ~ritisish actress has been &p?d fora ' Yalkin*to (immo a serlws part in t h  m u k  B P ~  ~ a p  sb for sth 1s usually 
with sb who has done sth wrong: hgiwsbugood used in the mssive in this mean,ng, 
talking-to 

,b l  k sbtsth 'up to praise sWsth in order to make 
other people mterested in themlit: to descrite 
sblsth in a way that makes them mund better or 
more successful than they really are: They talked 
up rhe lourkt anructions ta emuruge more visit- 
ors. o Hewashingtnlkedupasa fuIur@preSann 
tiaial candzdale. 0 If's Urn early to tell if the new 
M n t  will talk thedolbr up ordown. 
mPP) talk sWsth dwrn 
Qv+n/pmn+adv * v+adv+n 

'tamper alth sth to do something to sth to 
change it without permission: Tu@ poltcemn 
were accuPed of tampering with the evidence. 
EJ evidence, ~ontroln, brakw SEEY Intortere 
with sth 

Tamper wIth sth can be used in the 
passive The lock has &en t a m m  wzth. 
O V + P ~ P  

tangle ~ ' t w g i j  

,tangle ath 'up; bget  ,tangled 'up (lwlth 
sth) to twist sth into an untidy mass; to become 
twisted in this way: My long skirt got &rigled up 
in the wheel oJ my bike. o ~ g u m i i w )  Kun didn't 
wont toget .!angled up with a girl while he wastry- 
mg to study. 
=Tangle eth up is usually used in the 
passwe. 
+v+nlpmn*sdv v+adv+o betp3t+v+adv 

Yangle with sb (Wormal) to become involved in 
an argument or a fight with sb: You'uechosen the 
wmng man lo tangle with. 
'3 V + P ~ ~ P  

tank I - U ~ I  
,tank 'up; ,tank sth 'up(AmE, informal')tofdl a 

vehicle with fuel: We'd better 1Qnk up befom w 
gel on the thruway. 
+v+ad\r + v+rdpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,tank 'up (on ah) (slang) to drink a lot of alcohol: 
Tlre lads had spent all evening Snnking up on 
scotch. 
Qv+adv 
c ,tanked 'up very drunk: She got totally 
tanked up and cuuldn'i drivehorn. 

Q v + nlpron + prep 

,tap sth 'Inroutto pu* information, numbem, let- 
ters, etc. into a machineby pressing buttons: Tqp 
in your pzssword. o 1 picked up the phone and 
sapped aul Jw's n m b w  
= TAP STH OUT 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

,tap 'Into sth I to use a computer to obtain infop 
mation from another mmputer: Hehadmanaged 
to tap into she rompany's dumhw.  2 to use sth 
from a supply of energy! knowledge, etc. for your 
own advantage: ScRoolsshould tup into theknow- 
k&@anriex~rience ofpwple m the h l  mrnmu- 
n i b  o His talk about bullying l a p H  into 
parenls'anrieties. + v + prep 

,tap sth 'out t to hit a surface lightly, making a 
rhythm: He Eappedovl the rhythm with hisfmt. 2 
= TAP STH lN/OUT 
@v+n!pmn+adr + v*adv+n 

tape FterPl 

,tape sfh 'up 1 to fasten tape around 8th Arrnly: 
Prrt it in a t u x  and tow 11 up secur&lp 2 IAmm to 
tie a long strip of fabric (a bandage) R ~ M ~ Y  
around an injury or a wound: That's a nasty cut 
-mme on, uw'Ilg@l ii all ta@ up. 
W Tape sth can also be used: P U S  it in rr hx 
and iap it securely. 
Qv+rilpmn+adv r v+adv+n 

taper ptmr)! 

,taper 'off to gradually become smaller in s W  
volume, amount, etc: Our prsfits haw begun lo 

&per 0.r. 
&v+adu 

tart j t o ; t ; ~ m ~ t a e l  

,tart sth 'up (BrE, ir&rmal) to decmte or 
improve the appearance of sth, often in a way 
that other people do not think is attractive: 
~hey've tarlPd up the restaurant but the food 
hasn't ~mprou@d. 
Qv+a&+n + v+nlpm+adv 

,tart yourself 'up W E ,  Informal, disappmitrg) 
(especially of a woman) to try andmake yourself 
more attractive by putting on special clothes and 
jewellery, and putking 3ubstances on your face 
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(mak~np): S h s ~ a g c s t u r r k g h e m ~  up* ,tear Itself, themselves, dc. a'pa*t =TEAR 
a nightout. SB/STH APART 1 
IEQ doll yourself up (in sth) 
@ v+pmn+adv 

task ~tmsk: ~ m ~ t z e s k l  
'task sb wHh sth to glve sb a task to d o : f m s  

task& with kwptngthepace 
DZW Task sb with 9th is usually used in the 
passive. You can also use the pattern task sb to 
do sth: sold~ers iaskedtopmvidemedicalsupport 
Q v + nipron + prep 

'tax sb wlth st41 (formal) to accuse sb of doing 
sth wrong: Crilicsmxed thegovernment with not 
U C ~ n g ~ U i t k l ~  enough. 
& v * nipron +prep 

team juml 
,team 'Up(wrth &}towork together withanother 

person or  group in order to do sth: The two cum- 
mnieshaw lenmdup toproduce newmjaruam o 
We've mmed up with XL Remrds to glue oway 2.5 
win of tickelsfor the liue COW. o How dtd the 
ituoofyou cvme lo team rap? 
+v+adv 

,tear a ' h t :  ,tear a'bout sth (BrE) = TEAR 
AROUNI),TEAR AROUND STH 

$ear sbtyoumelf a'part to make sblyoumlf 
sufPer very much or  fee1 very unhappy: Being 
separated fmm the children w m  lwring her 
apart. o h n ' f  tearyourself upan thinkingabout 
t h e p m .  
& v + nlprm +a& 

,tear s M h  a'part 1 (ah ,toat W, them. 
selves. etc. a'part) to  separate people in  a fam- 
ily, an organizatron, a mun- etc. and make 
them argue wlth or fight against each other  The 
caufl uwr LS Wring  the muniry apm.  o Thefarn- 
iIy ~ v a s  torn apart by conflicting byatth. o The 

. . . . . . . . - 

,bat  a'mund; ,tear a'round sth ( B E  a h  
.tear a'boutrround. .tear e'boutrmund sth) to , - 
move very quickly kom place to place, being 
very busy: The chiMren were tmring around 
shmttlyr. o No umnderyouk tlred, tmring&ut 
Uketh t  all the ifme. 
EE9 run around, run amuml awrurh amund, 
rush around nth 
+v+adv + v+prep 

'tear at sth(wlth sth)toattackslhviolently,espe 
cially by pulling piecesoff it: The bmmbh tore 
a t  her legs. o He tom at the meal with hhrs h r e  
hnnds. 
Q V * P ~ P  

,tear sblpourseH!sth a'way (from s ~ )  to 
make sblywrself stop dolng sth theymou enjoy 
In order to do sth else: I can't tmr rnyseCf a w  

from this book. o Come and visit us. II you can 
tear BiU aworfrorn h b   computer!^ He wuIdn'l 
reur his eyes army from (= stop looking at) 
M l m .  

drag iblsthfyourrslf away (fmmsblsth) 
v + nlpron * a& 

b 'maraway n ( i l l f o m l )  a young person who 
behaves In a wild way or  who is not responsible 
or reliable: Her son's a bit of a taaramu o Tha , - -  
11-year*~ l e ~ r a m y  had bu&edmwml houses, 

,tear sth a'way to pull sth violently h t n  the 
th~ng ~t is attached to: ThefEoods had torn m y  
the baseof the bridge. 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+&+n 

be'tom betwean Aand Btohavetomakea 
very dficult choice between two things, people, 
etc: I was torn betwen myparentsand my friend 
o Jenni was mrn bet- staying a t  rrchwl or  
going to rnusiccolkge. 
& be+v+prep 

,tear 5th 'down to pull or knock down a building, 
a wall, e k :  T ~ ' r e ~ r i n g d o w n s o m e o l d h ~  
to burld o new o m  block. 
El3 buffdlng, house, t- I B  pull rth dorm; 
demollsh sth (morefotml) 
O v + a d v + n  *v+rduron+adv 

W k  t@Qring itself 0 J @ ~ w  t o y  ,tear 'Into sbtsth to alttack ~Yllslh physically or 
them apart. 2 to destroy or defeat sW8th: to Crdl- alth words: He urm im Jed hs~&its. She cize sWstb severely: We lore the olher t m  awn low into th, bf mm la&, 
in the smnd ha,T o YOU -~ou'll ti,,) They tore into theirfood(= starled eathg)crs 
be lorn apart. if they WIT siarvfng. 
e r+n /pmn+adv  v+&+n & v + prep 

,tear sth a'patt 1 to destroy slh by pulling it vk- ,tear sth 'off; ,tear st)l 'M sbbth to rernow 
l e n ~ y  so that it breaks into pieces: dogs ~ t h  qu~ckly by pulling vio1ently:AlicemorJ Iaer the fox omrf. @ prey rlP sth to  nng and threw it on the ground" o The door was 
destroy a building, etc: Hund& of homes UW@ m r t y  torn off its hingm. o Bgou neala p m x  of 
torn aprrt by the hurricvrne. o The p0lm tom the mper f l ~  &rrromeoff nzymd" 
mrn apart h k r w  for drugs. Qv+ntpmn+adv + v+adv+n 4 v+nCmn+prap 
& v + n t m + a d v  * v + a d v + n ( m )  

t w r  rb 'ofl a sklp; tmr a 'strlp otl sb (BrE, 
in forno to speak angrily to sb you think has 
done sth wrong: boss tom him qfl a strip. 

,tear 8th 'out; ,tear sth 'out of sth toseparate 
sth from sth ~t is attached to, especially with 
your hands: Swml  pages hnd hen torn out of 
the h k .  
+v+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n 

v+nlpron+a&+prep 
mtmr ywr 'hdr out (i!tfornO to show that 
you are very angry or very worried about sth: Im 
lenrini: my hairout tyyzngto uarkout what lodo. 

,teat 'round; ,tear h u n d  5th (Bra = TEAR 
AROUNn,TEAR AROUND STH 

,tear ath 'up 1 to destmy apiece of paper, a letter, 
etc.by pull~ngitintopieces:S&~upafltlnelet- 
ters he had sent  he^ o (figurative) The wion 
accuwd the m n n ~ ~ t  of twn'ng U p  I =  IgnOI? 
ing) $he agreement. BEi letter* agreement, 
treaty W rlp sth up 2 to destroy or  damage 
sth, especially by removing it violently h m  the 
ground: Trees and bushes muere torn up by the 
slorm. trms EB pull sth up; flp sth up 
&v+nlpron+adv 4 v*adv+n 

tease /ti:d 

,base sth 'od, ,tease sth 'wt of sth 1 to try 
to find some information or the meaning of 
sth when this is hidden or not clear: teasing 
out mwnings from texfs o w W e  inform- 
tionlthe trulh out of somebDdy ElQ Information, 
ansrmrs, truth 2 to remove sth such as knots 
from ha& wool, etc. by gently pulling or brush- 
ing it: Lisa dried her hair urreftrlfy, t m i n g  ct out 
belrwen herfingem 3 to separate 5th careflllly 
from sth else: binis teasing out ripe smds (from 
plants) o He took a s c r e d r i w r a n d  W o u Z Z h e  
remaining screws. 
ev+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 4 

r + nlpmn * adv+pmp 

,tee 'offto start a game of golf by hitting the ball 
for the Arst time: The players eventrurliy feed fl 
two hours We. 
Q v + &  

,tee sb 'off (AmE, W3rman to make sb angry or  
annoyd 

This phrasal verb i s  usually used as an 
adlective teed ofP. 
Qv+nlpron+adv r v+adv+n 
b .teed 'd d l  (AmE, iqformafi annOW or  
angry: Hwfriend~vasteed~aboutwhntshsaId. 

,tea 'up; ,tm sth 'up to prepare to hit a golf ball 
by placing ~t on a s m a l l  piece of plastic or  wood 
stuck in  the gmund (a tee). The crowdfell sileni 
as he teed u p  
@v+adv + v+nlpron*adv 

teem I ~ I  
,teem 'down to rain hard: It wmabmlulely tmn- 

iw&urn. 
IsuaJlonlythraln,&ZE?B -dorm 
Em3 You can also say: It loas teeming with mfn 
Qv+adv 

'teem with sblsth ( W l y  optmving) (lamUy 
used in theprogresstue t@=) to hawe large num- 
krs of people or  things mov~ng around: citiep 
teeming with Iifeipmple o The Inke was t m m g  
wilhfih. 
Q v + P ~ ~ P  

,tell a'galnst sb (formal, mpecial& BrE) to be a 
serious disadvantage to sb: Her luck of -1- 
e m  mld ago inst he!: 
)SYM) count agalnsl s b ( h f W m D  
O v + prep 

,tell sbMh a'part to beable todisthgukh sWsth 
from other similar people or things: I can Rewr 
tell the twins a m .  
Qv+n/pmn+& 

tell sblsth tram ~b!8th to d i i k h  sMh 
from another pemon or thing It needsskill Zo tell 
a real diamondJlv??! afnke. o Can wu tell 7bm 
from his twin brother? 
ma Tell sWsth from 5 W  is not used in the 
passive. 
Qv+ntpron*pmp 

'tell of dh  ( B m l  or 1ItemryE to make 9th 
known: to glve an a ~ c o u n t  of sth: The *L,W lold 
ofrrseries@designmm. a Thestorylelk~Vtfw 
low betureen u p r i m a n d  ayounggirl. 
9 V+PP 

,tell sb 'd (for sthlfw ddng sth) (tnformal) to 
speak angrily to sb, especially a child, because 
they have done sth wrong: I tokl the boys ofpr 
making su much noise. o You'll mt told off if 
you'remught doing that. 

tkk  sb off, mprlmand ab;scofd sb(bLh 
f o r m 0  
+r*n/pron+adu 4 v + a d v + n ( I e s s ~ u e n O  
t ,t6lllng-'oft (Tor sWror ddng 8th) n IC, usually 
sing.] (mformal, especially RrO an act of s ~ e a k -  
h g  angr~ly to sb. especially a child, -use they 
have done sth wmng: You'ue a l d y  had one 
tdling-ofl W y !  o How many leIliws-ofl have 
you hod t h b w k ?  

'tell on sb 1 ( iq fomdj  ( & m h I y  ty chikiren) 
to tell a teacher or sb in authority that sb has 
done sth wrong: Don't lerlon me, wi!Iyau?2 Uur- 
man to have a bad effect on sblsth: The bng  wit 
ruas telling on his nerves 
QV+PEP 



tend /tend/ t h a w j h t  

'tend to ~ b j ~ t h  to care for sbkth, especially ,thaw 'out if ice or snow h w s  out, it becomes 
when there is a problem: I'll h k  afler :he child water again: Britain is thawing out aftm the big 
- you tend lo the mot: o The irV'W were freere (= there has been a lot of snow and ice). 
UWY b e l ~  hndedto. 4% u+arhr 
I B  atlendto sblsth; rsa to sblsth 

Tend to ablsth can be used in the w i v e  + 
Tend sbtsth Can also he used: farmars tending 
thatrmttie 
Q v + prep 

'tend towards sth; tend towards dolng 
Sth (ksslmquent) to take a particular direction 
or have a particular opinion; to have a lot of a 
particular quality- We're iendirrg towards thp 
view that allsludentsshouldstudy Engiwh. o His 
vrews tedtowards theextreme. 

lnellne tohwards rth 
Q ~ + P B P  

tense /tens{ 

,tense 'up: ,tense sth 'up if you tense up or 
tense 6th up, you make your muscles stifF and 
tight kcausc youarenot re1axed:Hyou fedthat 
you're teming up, take ~ J e w  mornends to teh*. o 
T e w  up your arm and leg muscles and then let 
them go. 
m T e n s e  and teme sth are used with the 
same meaning. 
@ v+adv r v+adu+n + u+pron+adu + v+n+adv 

test /test1 

Y e s t  for sth; 'test sbtth for ath to examine 
sblsth to see if a particular substance, ete. is 
present: They are testing for oil in tkareu. o She 
zuas tesk3fior kputitrs. o The mflware has been 
lessedfir v i r w .  
Qv+prep v+nlpmn+pmp 

,test sb 'out to try to find out what qualities sb 
has, how theywillreact in a mrticularsituation. 
etc: MY new h g o w  methe-mostdmu~t die& 
lo dml with. I felt he turn m i I y  lyresting me out .to 
seelf Iwouidmpe. 
+v+nlpron+adv v+adu+n(hfreqwnt) 

fed  sth 'out (on rWsth) to try an idea, a 
machine, a product, etc. to see if it works well w 
if people like ~ t :  Letme h t  Ihb idea our onyou. o 
When you buy a M, lpsl it oul in theshop. 
E E  Idea, theory, equipment EE) try #Uah 
out (on sblsth) 
EfZW Test sth can also be uwl with the same 
mpanlng. 
Qv+nlprm+adu v+adv+n 

testify I'testxfml (aestmes, *tiwng, wtl- 
Red, testified) 

Y e s t i  to sth to show or Be evidence that sth is 
t rue  V ~ g a y ' s s c h o o l r e p o r t s ~ t ~ ~ t o  hisabrlilJl 
6 v +  prep 

- 
,thaw 'od; ,thaw 8th 'out t to become, or tolet 

frozen foad become, soft and ready to cook: He 
took the mi out of the freezer and Iep it lo lAnw 
out olo thaw out m i & R  defrost, 
defroslsth 2 lirtfwm0 to become, or to let sth 
bwme, warmer d e r  being very cold: Come in 
and thaw out by thehepw! o My JM are frozen! I 
needto thawthehemout. o Ilrgumtiw)Shewas very 
shy otfirsi, but she m n  t h n d  out. 

Thaw and thaw sth can dm be wed with 
these meanin@. 
Qv+adv r v+nlpron+& + v+adv+n 

thin /emf (-nn-1 
,bin ~ t h  "own (wfth sth) to make a liquid less 

thick or strong, for example by adding water to 
it: Thepuint nee& lo h thinned down mith water 
h$oreyou use it. 

Thin sth is used more frequently 
+v+adu*n v+ntprm+adv 

,thin 'Owl to become fewer in number, or less 
thrck: Thecrowdhadthimnedout and only lrfew 
mop& were kR. 0 O m  they were clew of the citx 
the tw starledfo thin out. o The trees bgm lo 
thrn out as we dimbed higher 
m c r o w t l ,  Woes, trafRc 
e)v+adv 

,thin sth 'Out to reduce the number of sth so that 
there is more space M e e n  them: Thin out the 
sedings lo about lucm apurt. 
EZZI plants 
Qv+adv+n r v+nlpmn+adv 

'thlnk about sbtsth 1 to have ideas or Image in 
yourmind, toremembersblsth:IwnYsloplhink- 
rn~about hm o ANheewrthinbabwtbnwnq! 
o It dac~n'l bear thinking about, o When I lvas 
alone, I ~ u s t  sat and thoqhi about things. 2 ( a h  
'think of sbtsth) to cons~der sbrsth: 12's timeyou 
stopped being so selfih and starled thinking 
ahout other pmple! EB take sWsth Into 
account 
0 ~ + P W  

Iffwhen you mlnk about rt used to d m  
attention toa fact that is not obvious or has not 
been mentioned before: IF rnlrsrhnw ken  terrible 
whmyouthinkabout~t. 

'think about sth; 'thlnk about doing 8th to 
use your mind to wnsider sth, such as your 
future plans, to try to solve pmBlems, etc: I'll 
thinkabout itand lelyou know lomorrow, o She's 
th~nkhg ahbout changing her job. o Haw you 

Umught h u t  what you'll do you &nZ get a 
pIace at mi&? o 'What dld I do wrong? 'Just 
thinkaboul il!' 
Q V + P ~ ~ P  

thlnk 'lwka about S W U M  rlolng Sth to 
think carefully before you decide to do sth: I'd 
t h ~ n k  miceohui calling him i f  luxreyou. 

,think a'head (to sth) to thlnk caref~Uy about 
what might happen in the future; to plan for the 
futurr. Eum when their children are wr)l y o m a  
parenis are thinking  head to @mmsnnd~obs. 0 
P~Iolsare trained lo think ahead. 
+v+adv 

,think 'backtto 8th) toremember or thhkabout 
sth that happened in the Wst: She thought back 
ta the day they first mt. o Thinking &back, I b i  
stre I noticed there wasmmthing sbmnge. 
A ., r *A" .+, " ' a u r  

"think for youf self to makeyow own decisions, 
form your own opmions, etc. w~thout depndhg 
on other w p l e  You nead lo h r n  to think for 
purse8 o Our pnrenfi always enmuraged w lo 
thinkfor ourselves. 
e v + Prep+ Pmn 

'think of sb/sth 1 to have an imaw or idea of a 
particular person or thing in your mind: Wh=m I 
said that, I wmn'i thinking of r f p m  Inpaeicll- 
I ~ K  o He thought of how hnppy hrsmrents luould 
kLo seehim. 2 = THlNK ABOUT SB/STH ZJl& lhink 
of the consequences if you give up yow job.3 to 
create an idea in your imagination: Who first 
thought of the tdaaa Can you lhink of anyone 
who could help70 Hasn't this idm euer b@m 
thowht d belom?rl(da&iIy with mn) to 
rem&hrsblsth: I m ' i  thinkof h b  nameatthe 
moment. o I was just thinking of the wonderful 
irip we Rrrd. 5 (as sblsth) to consider sWsth from 
aparticular point of view: Isiill thinkof W o r d  
as my home. o Franm thought of his Inndlady as 
his 'Englirh motlner! o I don't really think 7 
myself ps a busirtaswman. o Jenni ha&$ k h g  
thought of asa littlegirl. 
ImEIThinkot ~Wsthcanbeused in the passive, 
especially m meanlngs 3 and 5 
Q u + prep 

come to 'thlnk of It used when ynu suddenly 
remember sth or realhe that it might be import- 
ant: Omto thinkof it, hedidmentionSBeInRyou 
yesterday not thlnk much of sWsth to not havea 
very high opln~on of sblsth: I didn't thznk much 
of ller new boyfrrend. thlnk 'better of Wof doing 
sth to decide not to do sth you had planned to do 
after you have thought about it: I wasabout lo td l  
him the huth, but I thought bet* of it. think the 
'world of 8b to have a wry h ~ h  oplnlon of sb; to 
love sb very mu& He thrnks the world of his 
daughret. 

'thln k of dolng 8th 1 to consider that you might 
do sth: They're thinkhgof moving tadmerim, o 
I did think of resigning, but I decided agUW it. 

IEW eontemplate (m fimr) 2 to 
imagine an actual or a possible situation: I'd 
never haw thought of &ire ihutlo I cwukln5 
think of Ieniw you Sake the blame (= I wouldn't 
allow you to do this). =In this meanlng 
think of doing 6th is o R ~ n  used in negatlw sen- 
tences 

thlnk 'notMng d dolng sth to consider that 
dulng sth is normal and not very dimcult: She 
thinksnolhingof tuolkingalIthemy home in the 
rain 

,think sth 'out to wnsider all the details of 5th 
carefutlx esppcially in order to find an answer or 
a solut~on to a problem: She m&d &i be a m  lo 
think things out. o 1 though8 out l h l  I Lcvms 

go~ng ta say wore Iphoned o a wel6thought+ut 
t m r n i n g p m ~  
+v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,think sth Wer to consider sth m r e W  espe- 
clally hefore making a decision: P h  #hink 
ouer mhar I've said o I'd like more time to thbk  
thIngS  OVW. 

mull ah owr 
Q v+adv+n + r+nlpmn+adv 

,think sth 'through toconsider aproblemfully: 
Careen udvisers m n  help you thhk through y w r  
chow.  o Take my advice and t h h k  thlm 
through hforeyou do anything. 
+v*adv+n + v + n l p + a d v  

,think sth 'upEiwfnt~0 totmate an idea, a plan, 
a story, etc. m your mind: We Ve need think up a 
new nnmfor the group 4 CM't you lhtnk UP a 
battar ercusethon thnr? 

ddse sth (morefimd),  I d  nth Imre 

'thirst for sth ( l ihmq) to be Bager for sth; to 
want sth very much: Our o g ~ m b  urere fiirsl- 
i q p r  rpww. 

4 v+prep 

,thrash a'mund (also ,thrash mabout 
Brm to mow about in a violent, uncontmlld 
way: He thrashed oi-Ound In the waler;gasplWf~r 
breath. 
@v*adv 

,thresh ath 'out todimmsth thoroughly and in 
an open and honest way to try to And a solution: 
He mIkd o m t g  60 thmsh out the p m h  o 
Ewnlwlly  they t h m s h a d o w a n ( ~ g m t .  
m proMem, details, ag-en% deal EZ!i3 
hash 8th & W E ,  Infirma0 
+v+adv+n *v+pmn+adu *v+ l r+adv(k f rp  

qwno 
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'thdll ZO Sth (tbrrrmb to feel very excited at sth: 
Audiences thrillalto hhpe?fmmnm in Macbeth. 
e v + prep 

thrive 14r-i (thrlw, thrtved, AmE also 
thmveI~AmE&owlthrlvenI'Bnvnl) 

'thrive on sth to enjoy or be succesM in a situ- 
ation or condition that other m p l e  would not 
Ilke: He i h r i u ~  on hard wrk. o Sue and Jack 
seem to thriveon awments. 
Q V+PV 

throttle /'5mtl,~m~'@rufl/ 

fhmnle 'back (m . m m o  'down les~ 
quent) to control the supply of fuel orpDwer to an 
engine in order to reduce the spxd of a vehicle: 
Theprlotgot wry low Wore he thronEed M. 
+v+adu 

,throttle 'upImm) to m n W  thesupply of fuel or 
power to an engine in order to increase the speed 
o f  a vehicle 
@ v+adv 

-abut 312 -1nto - aroulsd -off 
-aside 313 -on 
-at -onto 

311 -away -out, wtd 
-back -wer - back at 314 -round 
-back on - W h e t  
-down - UP 
-in - upon 

,throw sb/yoursetf a'bout; ,throw sblyour- 
self a'bout Sth (espt?cmlIy BrE) = THROW sat 
YOURSELF AROUND, THROW SBIYOURSELP AROUND 
STH 

,throw sth a'bout (especially BE) =THROW STH 
AROUND 

,throw sth a'bout; ,throw sth a'bwt sth 
(es.uecInl1y BrEj = THROW sm AROUND, THROW 
STH AROUND STH 

,throw sth awund (BrEaLso ,throw SWI a m )  
1 to say sth, discuss sth, etc in a genwal. way: 
You mn'tjwtthmw mumiions around like t h t !  
om's have on initkl meeting ta throw sonw 
i&as h u t  EiQ accumtlons, Mms EX) toss 
slh amund 2 to spend time thmings th  such as 
a ball from one person to another. In a not very 
serlous way: They were in the yard throwing a 
ball around. EE3 ball 3 to move part of your 
b o d y  around violently: She was swktng  
txc1tedl~ throwing her arms around. EEI arms, 
head 
&v+nlpron+adv 

thmw your 'monq amund to spend a lot of 
money in a wry careless wax often in order to 
impress people: John hales w p l e  being welI off 
and throwing their money about. thmw your 
'welght amund(informo0 to use your authority 
too aggressively to achieve what you want: She 
enjoys throwing her wezght about and making 
pwpledo whni she wunls. 

,throw sth a'round: ,throw sth a'round sth 
(oko ,throw sth a'bouVround, ,throw sth 
a'boutl'round 8th especially BrE) to send 5th 
from your hand in different directions, offen 
because you are angry: How do you slop bables 
throwing their fbod around? o J@ got so angry 
that he started throwing firniturn about. o 
People mthmwingglasses round the rwm. 
@ v + nlpron +adv v + nlpron + prep 

,throw sth a'round sblsth (BrEalso ,throw sth 
a'boWmund sblstk) 1 if you throw your arms 
around sb, you hold them tightly to show that 
you love them or wish to thank them for sth: 
Diana rushed up to her fathe< trhre~cl her arms 
around himlhbmkand kissed him. 2 to  put 5th 
quickly around sblsth: We threw blankeLsaround 
o ~ l ~  lo keep worm. o a silk swq thrown 
mual ly  wound the s h o u k  3 to put a barrier 
around a place so that people cannot enter or 
leave. A security cordon had h n  thrown around 
the a m  
@ v + ntpn+ prep 

,throw sth a'slde .1 to put sth quickly to one 
side, often because you are angry or in a hurry: 
She read theletter and immerihteljl thew it aside. 
EX) cast 8th aslh Iformab, toss 8th aslde 
VormnD 2 to reject sth such as an attitude, an 

nthrow sth a'bout smh IBrm = STH idea, a way of life, etc: AII loyalties w r e  thrown 
AROUND SBISTH 

mid@ once the mmp&itbn storfed. o lo throw 
,throw sblyourself a'round; ,throw sb! aside sentiminlityInerw11~ne~~ o 50 throw 

yourself a'round sth ( B E  uLw ,throw sW asideawstem IEw cast 5th mslde(Formah 
yourself a'bout, ,throw sblyoutaen a'bout sth 4 v+ nlpron +adv + v + a& + n 
espectali~ BrKi to make sWourseK move about ~hrow sth at sb 1 todirect sthsuch as a remark, suddenly and violently, often causing injury: The , qu,tl,nr etc, at ~ b ,  O R ~  in an aggressive 
wrsersgers were thrown around in t k  crash. she threw a look of contempt at me. o lo throw 
The child ruas -mi@ and throwing himself i ~ z ~ ~ ~ c ~ t i o n s  at somaMy o He has an around o The band threw t ~ d u e s a r o ~ n d  the fw any g m i o n  can throw hi,,,. 
stage like madmen. question, look, aeeusatlon You can 
Q v +  nlpmn + a& + v + nlpmn +prep also say: She threw ma Iwk of contempt. 2 to do 

nth or give sb sth that tests their abilities and 
&dl$: You wver know what life'sgoing to throw 
at you o We can cape with anything our opmn- 
enh throw at us. @El ewrythlng, anyrhlng, 
WhaMWr 
ev+nlpron+prep 

;throw sth at stuath to throw an object in the 
d~rection of sbtsth, tryingtomake it hit them: He 
threw smm at  the window lo try O mich their 
attention. 
4 v * n i p  + prep 

thmw the 'bodr at sb (informan to punish 
sh who has committed an offence very severely 
thnm 'money al sth (disnppmving) to try ta 
solve a difficult situation or problem b y  spend- 
ing lots of money on it rather than considering 
other ways of dealing with it: You mn'lsolw the 
problem by throwing money at it. 

'throw yourse2f at sb (infirmal, disappmuing~ 
(usually of a woman) to be too eager to try to 
attract sb, bemuse you want to have a romantic 
relat~onship with them: He war jlnttemd that 
such an nttractiw woman as Fell was throwing 
hersew athim. 
IEQ fllng youmU at nb + v * pron + prep 

'throw yourself at sWlsth to rush or jump v i e  
lently towards or onto slslsth: The &gs threw 
themlumut thegate. 
CJ v + pmn + prep 

,throw sth a'way t {also ,ttmw 8th ''out) to get 
rrd of sth that has no use or that you no longer 
need: Sfw nenewr throws anything aruax o The 
awmge holrsehoM throws away 3 k i h  of wmle 
euety week eek. dlrcattl 8th (more@rmnO 2 to 
fail to make g o d  use of sth; to waste sth: She's 
throwiq away a grml opponunitx o The mrn 
threw a w a ~  a 2-0 h d  I =  they were winning, but 
then lost the game). chenes, Irwd, monsy, 
~pP--nlty 
6 v+nlpron+adv *v+adv+n 
b 'throwaway ad] [only before n m l 1  a throw- 
away prduct is intended to be used only once, 
or for a shart tlme and then to be got rid of: a 
thro~~awrry  lighterlmzor o our Ihrotlmway cul- 
turelsaciety ((- we exped to USI? things once and 
then throw them awavl2 a throwaway remark, 
line or comment is 6th you say casuall~: without 
careful. thought, often in order to be funny: Some 
pwpk ouerreacEed to what was only a throwaway 
remark. 

,*row yourself aWay (on sb) to have a reh- 
t~onship withsb, or work for sb, who is not good 
enough for you or does not deserve you: Don't 
throwyourseJf a m y  on somebody like him. 
@ v+pmn+adv 

,throw 8th 'back 1 to return sth with a sharp 
movement of your arm or wrist: Cnn yorr throw 
the ball hncR to m?2 to put sth quickly and care 

l e d y  in the place where it was ME Just 
throw those MA k k  in the dmmr  when 
you'w$nished with them. 5 i f  y o u t h m  back 
your head or your shoulders, you move them 
backwards suddenly: She threw k k  her head 
and htighed. head, shoulders 4 to pull or 
fold back a covering, especially on a bxl. He 
t h m  back the kIk-Iothes and jumpd wt of M. 

covars,'bedclothe% 
@v+nfpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 
b 'throwback (to 8th) n [C, usudly sing.] ~Wsth 
that is very simrlar to sWsth that existed a long 
time ago: Thrs muslc is a real throwback lo the 
seuenties. 

,throw sth 'back at sb 1 to remind sb of sth 
they have said or done in the past, esw5aUy to 
upset or annoy them: His u n w b  m r k  waS.fb 
quently thrown backai him by h i s m l h w .  EEl 
words, remark 2 to reply angrily to sb: 'fl w 
your faultf'he threw back ather 
& I v+ nfpmn + a&+ prep 

2 v+ speech + adv + prep 
be ,thrown bee k on sth to be f o r d  to rely on 
sth which you have not needed for a while 
because nothing else is available: The television 
broke down so we were thrown h c k  on our own 
resources (= we had to entertain ourselves). 
etw+v+adv+prep 

,throw sbtsth 'down; ,throw sblsth ' d m  
sth to send sblsth from your hand suddenly and 
v~olently downwards: ELI.& thmw the h k  down 
on the !able. o Jed thww her down on the sofa. o 
Throw the resl of the medicine down the srnk 0 
Her husband threw herdown theslairs. 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n r v+nlpm*pr%p 

,throw sth 'down 1 to drop orput your weawns 
down to show that you do not wish to fight any 
longer The rebels haw thrown down tfwir arms. 
EZi -pons, arms 2 to eat or swallow food or 
drink very quickly: He threw hls dinner down in 
two rninules and mCed out of the howlLSe 3 to sug- 
gest that sb should do sth you think they will not 
be willing or able to do: She threla down a dim2 
chalfen~efor him lo Eel1 them the truth. EGl only 
challenge 
Q I,Zv+adv+n 4 v+pmn+adv+ v+n+edv(m) 

3 v + a d v + n  + v+n+adv{mre) 
thmw down thsa~untlettoinvitesbtoAght 

or compete with you 
,throw yourself ' d m  to mow suddenly and 

violently so that you fall down to the ground She 
threw hemw down on t k g m  
+SW[lLSOTHROW SBkTH nOWN 
gv+pmn+a& 

,throw sb 'Inrlnto sth ( m l l y  & ln thm 
slue) to Force Or order sb to enter a prison and 
stay there: 1'12 haveyou thmmn h jai6for that! 0 
He WQS thrown inlo apollce cellovernight. 

v + ntpmn + prep 
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"throw sbMhmmeH 'In; ,throw skstht 
yournelf  'infinto sth to push or  move sblsthl 
yourself roughly or violently into sth, such as 
water or a buddmg: Som opmed the d m r  of the 
shed and threw his bike in. o Did Eva thmw her- 
self in then'wror wasshepushed? 

v+nlpmn+adv + v+edv+n.(lesrfrequenO + 
v+ nlpmn + prep 
throw sb In at the 'd-p end ( I n i r m t )  (wu- 

alEy wed in the passive): to  introduce sb to the 
most dlfAcult part of an activity or job, e s p  
clally an activity they have not beeriprepami for 
r Wmw-In n (in football and rugby) the act of 
throwrng the ball back onto the playing Aeld 
after it has gone outs~de the area 

,throwsth 'in 1 toincludesthwith whatyouare 
selling or offering, without increasing the price: 
Thejobpays £25QW, with a wmpany cur thrown 
in. 2 to add a remark, comment, etc. casually or  
unexpectedly: Jnck threw in theoddenroumgln,y 
comment o 'I w~!Edn'l mind comfngx'she threw 
in casual[y. 
&v+adv*n + v+nlp-m+adv 

2 alsov+adv+speech 
throw In p u r  'lot wftk sb/& (infirmut) to 

decide to joinsblsth and shareall their successes 
and problems throw fn the Yownl: thmw In y w r  
'hand IrnformO to admit that you are defeated 
and stop trying to do sth: Decomting my amrt- 
mmt  kn't wsy, but I'm not rmdy to throw in the 
tolueiyet. 

'throw sb into sth =muow SB IN~NTQ STH 

,throw sbtsth 'Into sth to  put sblsthsuddenly in 
a particular state, especially a bad one: His 
announcement threw euetyone into co@sIon 
o Her arrivcrl rhrem him into a p a n t  o 7"r&% 
rws thmwn ittto chaos by lhemcident, 

r + nfpmn + prep 
m t h m  sth lnto 'dnubtrqusstlon to make 
people wonder whether sth is file. correct, 
appropriate, etc.or whether it wi l lkabletomn- 
tinue: Thefufutumof thewmpnny has ken thrown 
into question by recent euents throw a# tnto 
(sharp) rellef l to make an object more notice- 
able than others around it: The sunlighi threw 
theobjects in the raom into sharp reIieJ2 to make 
a particuhr s~tuation, problem, etc. morenotlce- 
ablc than before: Their dflerems have been 
thrown intosharp wizef by thepresentcrisis. 

,throw s ~ ~ u * s e f f  'into sth =THROW SBI 
STH/YOI~HSELP IN, THROW SB/STII&OURSELF IN1 
INTO STH 

,throw sth 'Into sth 1 to use a lot of energyor 
resources to try to make sth successful: He's 
thrown all hfrenergy into thisprojd. 2 = THROW 
SB/STHhOURSELF IN, THROW SR/STH/YOURSELP 
INhNTO STH 
@ v + dpmn + prep 

,throw yourself  'Into sth I ( o h  ,thmw your- 
self 'Into dohg srh) to begin to do sth with 
energy and often enthusiasm: Laum threw her- 
sey inlo her work lo try and forgti him o He 
threw hiwmlf into writing his remrt. EZE) Rlng 
YDUBdf  Into Sth2 =THROW SB/STH/YoURSELF IN, 
THROW SB/STH/YOURSELF INhNTO STH + v + pron +prep 

,throw sb'off; ,throw ah 'oPf s thtoordersbto 
leave a place: Farmers are Mng thrown fl their 
land. o If hejindsgou on h i s p r o w m  W l l  ihmw 
you 08 
6 v+rdpmn+adv + v+adu+n(Iess&qumt) + 

v + Wpron 4 prep 
,thm s blsth 'oft; ,throw sbfsth 'off sth t to 

get rid of sblsth that ~s making you suffer, annoy- 
ing you, following you, etc.; to h e  yourself from 
sWsth: to throw o g  crffpression/dom inatton o to 
throw ofT ungerlfomily wr r i e s l t roubhme  
thoughlso They waded through a stream to 
lhmw the do,@ on (= so that they could not 
folllow them). o Itriedeuery way Jcould think of 
to throw him oa: o She wants to thmw off her old 
image and sturi aguin. o Ican'l seem to throw ofl 
this cold. 2 to disturb sWth who is trying to do 
sth, makingthem fail ornot behave as usual: The 
dirtxtor mme in while I was speaking and that 
lhrewmoflabit.)glR) ptsbof f<  p u t n b ~ f f  3th 
@ v +  dpmn + adv + v +a&+ n 4 v + nlpron + prep 
OXi Wtow sb off 'balartco 1 to make sb unsteady 
andlikely to fall: Imasthmwnoff hlanceby the 
sudden gust of wind. 2 to make sb surpr ixd and 
no longer calm: The senator w a  thrown OR bal- 
a n c ~  by the unexpected question throw sb off 
'wurse I if sbtsth is thrown om course, they 
are f o r d  away from the direction they should 
be travelling in: Theplane lvns thrown o r  course 
in dense fog. 2 to force sb to change the direction 
in whlch their ideas or actions are movlng The 
gouernmnt was thrown ofl course & IaboLlr and 
ewmmicpmbkms. throw sb off the 'scent to do 
8th to stopsbfinding youor discoveringasecret: 
She changed EMLS fu throw her p m u e r s  off the 
scent, o Lrnr told lrar parents she was going ta a 
fiend's house to throw t k m  fl the scent I =  she 
was really going somewhereelse). 

,throw sth 'off to remove your clothes or sth 
covering your body quickly and carelessly: 5he 
threw ofl herclothes and Iwpl into the r r w  
E??3 fllng sth ofiEE3 thmw sth on 
e v + a d v + n  + v+n/pmn+adv 

,throw sblsth&ourself 'off; ,t)lmw sbsstht 
yourself  'off sth to send or  push sWsth vio- 
lently from a high place; to jump h m  a high 
place: Ed was threatening to throw h i m b f  fl 
!hem$ o Thesiedfie hi ta  bump and threw meofl + v + nlpron + adv 4 v+ nlpron + prep 

$hmw sth 'on to put on a piece of clothing 
qulckly and carelessly: He threw on his clothes 
and ran &wnstairs. o I'll Jus! throw a coat on 
a n d t h e n l ? i k d y .  

nlng sibon E D  throwsthuff 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adu 

,throw s M h  'on: ,throw s M h  'onramto 
sth; ,thruw younelf 'orv'onto sth to send 
or push sbtsth violently o n t o  sth. Jamie angrily 
threw the b m k  onto the iabk. o Thefim wasn't 
burniw well, so uw threw on more d. 
+ v+ adv + n + v+ dpmn + adv * v + nlpron +prep 

'throw sth on sblsth ( a b  , thw sth u 'pn  
sblsth rnorefomb) I If sWsth throws doubt or  
suspicion on sblsth, people start to wonder if sth 
is true, is what ~t m m s  to be, willcontlnue, etC: 
New euidenm threw doubt on Tom's i n m n c e .  o 
This wnirouersy throws doubt on her polrtical 
future. o The murder wus &ully planned to 
throw susptchn on the mman's husband (= to 
make him appear guilty). o They Irred to thmw 
swpieion on us. EZi doubt, susplelon 2 ( form0 
to cover sblsth in llsht or  shadows: The lamp 
threw st?unge shadows on hb face. El Ilght, 
shad- 
Q v + n + p e p  

thmw 'Ilght on nth to make a problem, etc. 
easier to understand: Ithoughtyou might &able 
to throw some light on the matier o Recent 
m r c h  has thrown new light on the caw of fie 
disew?. 

'throw yourself  on smth ( a h  Vhmw wur- 
self onto sbisth Iessff@qwnl) to run towards 
swsth and fall onto them: She threw km!f on 
him and bursi into taors. 
3 seeah  THROW SWSTH ON, THROW sslsm 
ONIONTO STH,THROW YOURSRLP ONIONTO STH 
+v+pmn+prap 

throw yvursotl on sb's 'mmrcy (Format) to 
put youmlf in a position where you must rely 
on sb to be kind to you and not harm or punish 
you: He threw himself on themew of hiscapturS. 

throw sblsth~purseff "to 8th =THROW S B ~  
STH ON, THROW SBlSTH ON/OHTO STH, THROW 
YOURS RLF ONIONTO STH 

,throw sb Uut; ,throw sb 'out of sth to force 
sb to leave a place, their home, a job, etc: Tim's 
parents ihmw him out when he was I &  o WAan 
the mtnec[aseddown, SOpeaple were thromoutof 
their jobs, o When she fulled her mums, she was 
thrown out of mlkge. o Manyfamiiks h h n u e  bwn 
th-ou~lt out into the streel (= made to leave their 
homes). 
IEE) Mmbout ,boo t sboutds fh ;~ksb .  
out, klck sb out d sth [ b l h  *u'ormQb 
W Throw sb out is often used in the passive. 
@ v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n + 

v + nlpron adv+ prep 

,throw sblsth 'out to confuss sblsth; to make sb 
make a m~stake: to make sth wrung: O m  of the 
f igurn was wrong and it threw m o u t  wmplele[y. 
o Som u-td wslrj threw our mkulatbns  
out by f 4  DW. 
EEl caleulatkwta 
Qv+nlpron+adv L v+adv+n 

, t h M  ~ t h  'Out 1 =THROW STH AWAY 131.5 t1119e We 
threw that old chair out. 2 to reject sth such as a 
proposal, an idea, etc: The committee h u e  
I h r o w n o u l t h e p r n ~ l f a r  a newsupermrkef. 0 

Thecasewasthmw~out ofcourt(= i nawur to f  
law). E E  bill, case, pmPosals Throw s t b  
out is often used In the passive In this meaning. 
3 to mention sth, usually in  a casual way, for 
people to thlnk a b u t :  She threw our a few ideas 
for us lo consider o We are throwing out o chal- 
l e m  to residents to help clean up our nerghbour- 
hmd. Idea, challertge 4 to produce sthsuch 
as heat. light, smoke, etc. Theftre throws out u lot 
of heut. o The lamp threw outjusl enough llght to 
rwd  & EEl heat, llght emlt ath 5 to move 
a hand or arm suddenly away from your body: 
She threw her arm out lo proiect herself asshefell. 
EW hand, arm 
+v+sdv+n  r v+rrlpmn+adv 

throw the baby our WWI t+~a 'bathwater 
(~nformao to lose 6th that you want at the same 
timeas youare trylngtoget rldof sththat youdo 
not want 

,throw sbtsth 'out ,throw yourself 'out; 
,thraw sb~sth 'out of sth; ,throw yourself  
'out of sth to push or send sbtstWyourself for- 
ward and ou t of a place' FWnkguickIy opaned th@ 
w~ndow and threw his cigareiL? out. o He threw 
himseIf out of the window and war killed. 
ev+nlpmn+adv + v+a$v*n + 

v + nlpmn+adv + prep 
,throw sb 'over (oId-f~~~hioRed) to end a relation- 

ship with sb. His girlfriend threw him o w f o r  
somehxiy else. 
EF) chuek ab(BrE, slang), dump ab ( i q f ~ m n f i  
Qv+n/pmn+a& + v+adv+n 

,throw sksth 'over: ,throw purseH 'over; 
,throw s b r s t h w u r s e l f  'wer sth to move or  
push s b l s t h  so that they move over the top of sth 
and land on the other side of it: to move yourself 
violently in this way: Thmw a row over and I'I! 
catch itnn theotherside. o Ithmw mysdf o w  the 
w l l  to escupfrom the dog. o Jay t m k  off his cmt 
and threw it ouw a dtai r  (= so lt reated on the 
back of a chair). 
@v*nlpmn+adv 4 v+adv+n(laapfhyue?afi + 

v+ n l m  + prep 
~thmwrthaverpur'shwldwif youthrow 
a remark,acomrnent, o r a l m k w e r  your shoul- 
der, you turn your head to say sth tosb or  to lmk 
at sb: And don't bother phoning me!" sh@ threw 
overher shoulder asshe left. 
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,throw sth 'ovrtr(ta sbjb)infun~i) to -8th to  
sb in a casual way: He #Rrew thpaperowr lo merne 
o Willyou throw over those keys? 

You can also use t b  sb m r  sth and 
throw sb sth over: Will you throw me o w  the 
prrper? o Will you throw me themper ouer? 
ev+n/pron+adv v+&4n 

, t h ~  ~ t h  'Over s h t h  to quickly place 8th so 
that it covers sbfsth: I threw a blankei over the 
b o g  to keep him warm. o He threw a mat over 
Rrsmjamas and ran out into the street" 
@ Y + nlpmn + prep 

,throw 9th 'round: ,throw sth 'round s*l = 
THROW STH AROUND,THROW STH AROUND STH 

,throw sth 'round sblsth (esmial!y BE) = 
THROW STH AROLlNn SBISTH 1 We t h ~ w  b h k &  
round oumiues to keep warm. o She thww her 
arms round mermy r~eck. 

,throw sth 'round sth (Brm 
+ S W U ~ O T H R O W  STH AROUND,THROW STH 
AROUND STH 

,throw sb to'gether to bring people intocontact 
with each other, often casually: Foie hnd t h r o w  
them logether 
W Throw sb together i offen used in the 
passive: We were strungem, thrown together by 
c r r c u m n c e .  
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,throw sth tobether to make or ppmduce sth 
roughly or quickIy, offen with things that you 
can find easlly: I'IIjrrst throw -her a q u r k  
supper oCun you throw a repon together by 
lomorrotu morning? 
@ v + & + n  a v+dpmn+adv 

,throw "up (also phmw ah 'up less fivquenl) 
( inform0 to bring food you have eaten back out 
of your mouth: The smell made me want lo throw 
up. o He ate t h e m t a d  immediately ihrewif a11 
UP. 
EZ@ brlw sth up; vomlt, vomit w* 
Q v+adv 4 v+adu+n + v+nlpmn+adu 

, t h ~  sbisth 'up to lift sblsth and make them 
move upwards into the air by moving your hand 
quickly The bohy hued being ihmmn up tndo 
th'?afr. 0 
+v+n/pron+adr 

,throw sth ' M p l  toplPducesth: toshowormake 
people notice sth Her m r c h  has thmrun up 
some interesting frcfs. o The competition ihrew 
up somepromisingplayeis. EQ pblsms,  qu- 
tlom, Ideas, hers  2 (&A', r ~ r m a n  to leave 
your job suddenly and aften unexpectedly: He 
threw up a hrghb paid job to tmwl round the 
world. Job EE5 chuck sM Inlup(BrE, iqfor- 
m0, give sth up (infoma0 3 to build sth sud- 
denly or quickly. and often carelassty: These 
buildings were thrown up hurriediyafter the W E  
W bulldlngs 4 if you throw u p  your arms or  
hands, you raise them quickly in the air: He 
threw up his hands toprotect hisfom as he fell. 0 

She threw her arm up in horror W hand, arm 
5 to make 8th suchas dust or  water rise up into 
theair: Thtmheelsthm up& s h a w o f  mudand 
wale,: EEi dufi, mud 
@v+adv+n * v+nlpmn+adv 

thrust m~at! ( t h ~ r t , ~ h r ~ a )  

,thru& sth a'slde to refuse to listen to sb's oom- 
plaints, comments, etc: AII our obj&iuns were 
rhrmt aside. 
@v+nlpron+arhr. v+adv*n 

'thrust ssbtsth on sb ( e b  'thnwt aWsth upon 
sb moreforma0 to form sb to accept sbisth or  do 
sth that t hey do not want to: Respomibi1ityfor fk 
family uras thrust upon himat an, eurlyage. o She 
was annoyed at having thm exm gum& sud- 
dandy thrust upon her 

mle, reswmiblllty, change 
EEiW Thrus t  sbjsth ontuwn sb Is  often used in 
the passive + v + nfpmn +prep 

thumbte~l 
,thumb 'through 5th to turn the pages of a 
book, a magazine, etc. looking at them quickly: 
She ihumbed through herdiary. 

book, pages LEQ Ulck thrwgh sth 
Q v + prep 

tick /hk/ 
,tlek a'-, ,tick sfh e 'wy  rr a clock t icks 
away or  ticks the mrnutes or  seconds away, it 
makes wntinuous short l ~ g h t  regular sounds to 
ma& time passing: The clock ticked away in the 
s i lem.  o We woited m the clock ticked owcy the 
Insl feur m n d s o f  theold mrlhnium. 
e v + a d v  + v+adv+n v+nlpron+adv 

,$lck a 'way l ' by~ 'pas t  (of the)  to pass, espe- 
cially when you feel ~t is passing too quickly or  
too slowly: The sewn& ticked by as I tried to 
think of something to say. o Ruo long rninuw 
trckedmt. IEUI minutes, sncondm, t h e  
e v + a d v  

,trek sb 'off I (for s t h h r  dohg ah) ( B E ,  War- 
man to speak angrily to sb, eswially a child, 
because they have done d h  wrong: I was ticked 
olf for forgettmg my h X s .  tell sb off; 
scold s b  (more fommb) 2 EiWormal, espedally 
AmB to annoy sb This type of thing m I I y  ticks 
me off- hack sboff(Br@ 
Qv+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
b ,ticked 'off ad] (infbrmal, especirrIly 
annoyed I w  really ttckdof abut it. 
b ,tlcklng 'off (for sthlfor dolng 9th) n [sing.] (old- 
fashioned, BrE, h formI)  the act of speaking to 
somebody angrily because they have done sth 
wrong: Hegaue me a licking off for being l n m r  
cIars. 

,tlek sbtsth 'off(BrE) ( A M  , e W k  sblsth 'offl 
to put a mark neKt to sth on a list to  show that it 
hasbeende~twlth:ALtickedo~thenom#qftk 
people who had replied. o Ewrsthing on the l~ 
hod k e n  ticked off o She trcked the point9 ofl on 
herfingers. 
EEZl polnts, ltnms 
g v + a d v + n  + v+rdpmn+adv 

,tick 'over ( e s m l l y  Brm (usually u?& tn the 
progmsszvetenras) 1 if an engine is ticking wgr 
it is running slowly but the vehicle is not mov- 
ing: Don? Imve the engine ticking over while you 
ore in the shop o (fgumtive) Learning Japnese 
keeps my brain rickrng ouer!EEli englne EE) 
Idle 2 to continue slowly without produc~ng Or 
achieving much: 'Ry and keep things trcktngowr 
w h i I e J h a w .  m t h l n g r  
+v+adv 

,tick ' p a s t  =TICK AWAY~BYPAST 

,tide sb 'over; ,tide slr 'over sth to help sb 
through a difficult period by providing what 
they need: We'wgotenoughmoneylo tideusover 
until next monlh. o Our savings should Iide us 
ouer the wt coupleof months. lauaJlmoney, toan 
W T i d e  sb over is usually used In the infini- 
tive form. It cannot be u s d  in  the passive. 
Q v + nlpmn * adv + v + nlpron + prep 

tidy /'mail (tfdles, tldylng, Bdled, tidfeded) 

,tidy sth a'way (BrB t epu t  things in a particu- 
lar place where they cannot be seen so that a 
r m ,  etc. appears tidy: HUT tom b . ~ '  tidying 
owcry hbpapersintheofiw. 
IS3 elmr away, clear sth sway 
&v+adv+n r v+nlpron+adu 

,tidy a\h ' O M  (BrEj to make a mom, a cupboard, 
etc tidy by removing things you do not want and 
arranging the rest neatly. I t ' s t imto tidy out the 
kitchen cupboards. 
EEi cupboard, dmwpr, room lBE) clear ath 
aut 
Q v + s d v + n  r v+rdpron+adv 

Pldy 'up;,tldy sth ' up (~px in l lyBrE)  tornakea 
room, a group of thmgs, etc. tidy by arranging 
thingsneatly In the correctplaces: Don'tforgetto 
tidy up when y o u ' u e f i n M .  o The whole place 
naeds tidying up. o I'uejrrstmt rr biz of tidy- rap 
to do. o I'd better ttdy my desk up. 
EB clear up, clear ath up 
@ v + &  + vfnlpmntadv + v+&+n 

,tidy sb up: ,tldy yourself  'up (especially BrB 
to make sblyourself look cleaner and smarter: 
How a b u t  tidyingyovourseIf up u bit worn  wego 
out? 
&v+nipmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,tidy sth 'up (mm 1 to finish sth such as a piece 
of written work by dealing with the last details 
wellor correctly:lyylacturestillneedstWy~up. 
EE morn, mess, hwse )91M) clear sth up 2 to 
make sure that things are dealt with correctly: 
He had to go to Boston 0 trdy up hhis brother's 
uffafrs (= after his brother had died). 
~ v + n i p r m + a d v  v+adv+n 

tie /tar/ (ties, tylng, tld, HA) 

,tie ab 'down 1 ( o h  ,tle ywrwlf 'dorm) (ta 
sthtbdolng sth)towstrict sb'sactivitiesorfree- 
dom, for example by making them accept par- 
ticular conditions or by keepurg them busy: We 
managed to tie himdown to a dare for themeeriw. 
o She didn't want to be tied down by a fufl-time 
job, o Idon't want to be tieddown to wming back 
at a particular t rm,  o Do you m l l y  l v t  to tie 
yourself downot l8wltha husband,ahomeondo 
baby? 2 to do sth so that an enemy force 1s kept 
busy and has to stay in a particular area: 
Guerrilla acfiuity kept the army tierd down in the 
mounlnim. EEd lmormops, police 
$t1 v+nlpmn+adu 

Zv+adv+n e v+nlpmn+adv 
,tie 'In (with &)to fit or  be in agreement with 

Thk new evidence tiaF in with the wftess'ssiate 
meni. o That doesn't tie in with what you said 
yesterdw. 
+v+adv 

,tie 'In (with sth), $18 9th 'In (with sth)telinksth 
orbe linked to sth; to happen orlo arrange for 9th 
to happen at the same tlme as sth else: The hook 
was lnlended lo tie in with the T V s e r k .  o Jack: 
mukln't k tiad In with the mu& o The release 
of theirnew album, will be tie$ in with the tou,: 
.4)v+adv * v+Wpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
t ' t laln n I (BrE) a product such as a book or a 
toy that ia sold in close connection with a 
film(movie, television programme, etc: i'elevi- 
swn.@Im tie4n.o tie-in hMtoyslsa[es 2 ( e s p  
cially AmE) a link or  a relationship with s t k  rr 
fre-in to the m i n  subjet  

,tle 8th 'off to putaknot in the end of sth; to close 
sth with string, thread, etc: to tie 4ff a ropelon 
artery 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+ adv 

$ie 'up: ,We sth 'up 1 to attach a h a t  to a Axed 
point witha rope: T h e h r g e t k i u p a t t h e q w y  0 
B m t i e d t ~ b w t u p ( 1 n d j u n n p e d a r h o r e . 2 t o ~  
or  fasten sth with aknot: t o k  closed or fastened 
in  this- Jhso fatmy bathrobewon't lkuplo 
t o t i e u p a $ a r h ~ ~  
e v + a d v  * v+nlpron+adv r v+adv+n 

,tie sb 'up 1 to tie sb's arms and legs tightly sa 
that they cannot move a r  escape: The gang tied 
up~hesecurityguamlaImdputagaginhismoutk 
2 to keep sb so busy that they have no time for 
other things: I'm tied In a meting until thtee. 
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@v+nlpmn+adv v+actu*n 

,We sth 'up 1 to make sth secum by putting 
string, rope, etc, around it, or attaching it to sth 
else: He tied theptcel up with a ribbon, o He tied 
thedo~upoulside. 2(with sth) toconnector link 
sth to sth else: Her behaviotrr is tkcl up with her 
feelings @ guilt. o Do you think these two inci- 
denlsamtkd up7 W Tie 8th up is usually used 
in the passwe In this meaning. 3 (In sth) to invest 
money so that it is not errslly available for use: 
Most of our mpltal is tied up m properg 
monty, capltal, resourerts, asseta ,sr*, loek 
sth up Tie sth up is often used in  the pas- 
sive in t h ~ s  meanlng. 4 to deal with all the 
remaining details of sth: lo tie up a dwl  o We're 
hoping to tie up alS tlre loose mrds us quidrly as 
possible. deal, loom en& 5 to bring sth to a 
stop, to prevent sb f h m  doln~: sth or usfna sth: 
The nnke ti& up lpi-cduetrk for a &k. o 
Hauen't youfinlshpd ye17 You 'oe k n  lye up the 
phonefor hours! 
@v+nlpmsl+adr * v+adv+n 
b ' t fwp n 1 Ewbh sblsth) (BrE) a n  merit 
between two companies to join together: Tw'm 
negottaling a lieup with Ford, 2 (betwwn A and 
B) ( B r a  a connection between two or  more 
things: a tie-up betmeenpolitics and mmim 3 
(espwial1yAna.E) a situation in which sth, espe 
ciaUy traffic, slops movlng: A tie-upon the high- 
way mused m j o r  delays. 

,tlgMen 'up; ,tighten sth 'up 1 to b m e  or 
lo make 6th tight or tighter: H i s f m  rnuscIps 
ti~hlaned up In ongm o to tighten up o m w t  
wheeUmuxle nghten and tighten skh can 
also be used w ~ t h  this meaning2 to k o m e  more 
careful o r  strlct about sth; to make 5th more 
strict: haws on gambling haw rightenmi up 
recenrl~l o The police are 1I~htenirrg up on 
drinkdriviw. o Ku ttghten up latuslmleslkgisla- 
ttontsecwity 
e v + a d u  + v+adv+n v+pmn*adv + v+n+adv 

(kfWr@~O 

,thker a'mnd (also ,tlnker a'bout mpeciolly 
Brm Iwlth sth) to make small changes to slh in 
order to repalr or  improve it, espec~ally in  a way 
that may not be helpfhl: He's outside tinkerhg 
around with his brke. o Thw hnwn't made any 
realchanges t~ Yk system - they've jusl been lin- 
kming amurrda btt 
Q v+adv 

warning about 5th which will affect them and 
which they should know about especially sth 
Illegal: The poiice were t i p H  of f  atrout the bank 
robbe0 
Em pollca 
e v + a d v + n  v+pmn*adv + v+n*adu(kss 

f r e s ~ t )  
b Wblpoff n (informu0 a piece of useful or secret 
information that sb gives, for example to the 
pol~ce, to warn them about a n  illegal or mex- 
peckd activity: Thepoltce tewived an anonym- 
ous tip@ about the attuck. 

,tip 'over: ,tip 8th 'over to become unstable and 
f d  over; to make sth do this: The bottle tipped 
over and all fh m t e r  spiil[eol out. o Watch you 
don't tzp thejugover 

overturn, overturn ah (mom formal) 
Q v+adv v+nlprm+adv * v+adv+n 

,tip 'up; ,tip sth 'up to  become unsteady and fall 
forwards, backwards OF sideways; to makesthdo 
this: One after another the canoes lipped up. o 
The pile of bwks on the end of tk hebie nearly 
tipped it up. 
Q v+adv + v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,tip sth 'up to change the angle of sth so that it 
leans to one side: She tip& her g h s  up and 
d m i d  id. o He tipped hrsface up towards the 
i1,qht. 

'tire of ~b/sth; 'tlm d dolng 8th to become 
bored w!th sWsth or  begin to enjoy thewit  less: 
T W m n  tired of the b w h  and wenipra walk. 
+v+paev 

never tire oi dolng sth to do sth a lot, espe- 
cially ~ n a  way that annoysmple:  J&trawIIerd 
all owr tk mrld when he was a s t m h t ,  as he 
neuer tirep of tellang us. 

,tire sb 'ON ,tlm youmetf 'Out to make 
sWyourseEf feel very tired: I tmk  the ch iMm to 
the bwch lo trre them out. o Try not 10 tire your- 
sehf out too soon in the rarcp. 

w a r  sb@mr+etf out (wfth 8th) 
v + nlpmn + adv 4 v + adv+ n (less freqwnl) 

b ,tlW 'out ndj very tired: Wefinally reached 
home l i d  out. 

toddle p t d ;  A ~ E  ~ d l j  

Coddle Wf WrX, i?&ml ,  Rwnorom) toleave; to 
depart: If's  late- it's timeyou W M u t  lo bed. 
6 v+adv 

berget ,weed "up (In sth).(BrE, informon to 
be wearing clothes for a particular acfivitym occa- 
sion. Hego! togged up in a suit and itefor the inter. 
view. o We werealltoggedouimour k t  clothes. 
~ M g e t + v + a d v  

$031 (at sth) to work extremely hard at sth 
difficult or boring: He toiled army at his home- 
wrkoll theevening. 
@v+adv 

tone / t ~ ~ m ~ t ~ t  

,tone 9th 'dawn T tomake sth such as a d , a n  
oplnlon, etc. less oflensive, critical or harsh than 
~t was originally: He hod 0 torte down hi. article 
wore it was published. 2 to make sth, especially 
yourclothcs.icss bright,colourfulandnot~wable: 
She tomi dourn her style of dress when she started 
her new job. 3 lo make a colour less bnght: We 
toned down the yeilow paint with a little while. o 
Pelm usedmuder to torte down her rosy cheeks. 
@v+adv+n  r v+pron+adv + v*n+adv(iess 

frepuent) 
,tone 'In (with ah) (BrB to match or At with the 

colour or style of sth else: The cwhi~ns tom in 
well with the -1. o The new brrdge dmm't 
tone In with the buildings around it. 
Q v + a d v  

,bone 'up;,tone sth u p  tomake yourmusclesor 
a part of your body firmer, stronger, and health- 
ler: It's timItoned up and slimmeddown, o This 
exercise will tone up your s 0 m h  rnuscIes. 
BSJ body, muscles 
@v+adv v+adv+n + v+pron+a& hrr 

v + n + adv (lessfreqmt) 

tool /tu:l/ 

,tool 'up; ,tool t h  'up [for s tMo do 8th) ( B E ,  
techmice0 to get or  provide sblsth with the equip- 
ment, machines, etc. necessaty to do or  produce 
8th: It took seuemI months 50 ZDOI up to produce 
thenew model. o AnewplantinScvflandishIng 
tooled up to produce fhsescmws 
+v+adv + v+adv+n * v+pron+adv + 

v+n+adv[mw) 
F ,tooled 'up adj  (slang) I having the equipment 
necessary for a particular job 2 (BrE) carrying a 
gun 

,top sth 'off (wlth srh) to  complete sth in  a s u c  
cessful w pleasant way, espxially by adding one 
final thing: Jane wus wring o uery mlollrful 
oulfit, ioppedoff wilhadrnmntlchrrt. 

Top sth off is often used ln the passive. 
Qv+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

7 tom away 
"...* ,..-. 

,top 'out (at 8th) no stop inmsing after reaching 
a high level: Your annual m m  will lop out at 
seventy shomnd ddEaK 
e v+adv 

,top sb 'up (Brm to $1 sb's glass or  cupby adding 
some moreliquid: Con Ilopyou up? 
Qv+nlpron+adv r v+adv+n 
b 'topup n (BrE) an amount of liquid that you 
add to  some already in a glass, cup or  other con- 
tainer: Can Igiveyou a lopup? 
+See a1.W TOP-UP at TOP STH UP 

,top sth 'up (espechl[y BrE) T (with ath) to add 
some more l iqu~d to some already in  a glass, cup 
or  other container in  order to fill it: Can I top 
yourglass up? o We s h u M  lop the car up with 012 
wore weset OR glass, cup 2 to  mcreme the 
amount of sth, especially money, to the level you 
want or  need: She reIles on lips lo lop up her 
wuges. EEl Income, penslon 
+v+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

repup n ( B E )  a sumof money that isadded to 
what you already have in order to increase it to 
the amount that you need: a snlary lop-up 4 a 
topup loan o fopup@s [= extra money that uni- 
versity students must pay, in  addition to the 
money that they already pay, inorder to provide 
the university with the money itneeds1 
-b s e e a h w ~ - u ~ a t  T O P  SB U P  

b 'topup card n a card that you buy for a mobile 
nhone that enables you to make calls to the value 
i f  the card 

topple / ' tupl ;~rn~ ' taql l  

,topple 'orer to become unsteady and fall over: 
T ~ P  LW wobbld and then loppledover 
Qv+adv 

,toss 8th a'round ( a h  ,tom sth .'hut w e -  
ciully BrE) to discuss ideas in  a casual or general 
way: Wesat and lossed around a few suggestiom. 
o This is a problem that has k e n  lossed oround 
for more than a century 
,arH, throw stk araund 
+v+nlpmn+adv v+a&+n 

,toss sth a'side 1 to put 5th quickly to oneside 
because you are angry or in a hurry: He lossed 
aside the newspapw angrily and stood up. o Ifie- 
umtive) When he'shred withpwpkhejut.tmossps 
them as&. cast sth aside (lbrman, throw 
sth sslcte 2 to reject sth such as an attitude, an 
Idea, a way of llfe. etc: The Idea of buying a new 
car was guickly tossedaside. )6YH) cast sth aside 
VormaD. thmw sth aslde 
Qv+n/pmn+adv 4 v+adv+n 

,toss 5th a'wey to throw sfhaway carelessly: She 
finished her drink and tossed the mn a w .  o VIP 
umtive) He's tossedawso  many opparfunfttes. 
(3v+adv+n 4 v+ntpm+adv 



toss back 3 ......... ............................................ 

,toss #th 'back (also ,tors sth thdorm Ipssj+e- 
q m t )  to drink 5th very q u i c k l ~  especially. alalop 

hol: She tossed baEk glass ctfter glass of 
champa@. o H e ~ h c k I h e m l ~ h i s & i n k  
and walked out. drlnk, whlaky, wlne, etc. 2 
to move sth, especially your head, qulckly back- 
wards, especially when you are angry or  impa- 
tient: Sam lossed back his head in d e h w .  o She 
toss& back her harr and smiled. EQ halr, head 
Qv+adv+n v+dpmn+adv 

'toss for sth: 'toss sb for ath (wpscially &E) 
W E  a h  ,.toss 'up (for sth)) IAmE o h  'Alp for 
sth, ?lip sb lor tth) to makea decisionabout 6th 
by spinn~ng a cotn in the air and seeing which 
side 1s on top when it lands: We can't borh go, so 
why don't we toss for itP o There's only one ticket 
left - HI tossyou for it. 
-B seealso FLIP FOR STA 

+v+prep v+nlpmn+pmp 
,toss 'off, ,toss sb 'oft; ,toss yeu*self 'off 

fBrE, A, skry.) to glue youpself sexual pleasure 
by rubbing yoursex organs; to givesb else sexual 
pleasure In this way 
@"+a& v+ntpmn*abv + v+adv+n 

,toss sth Mf offesp~~ihlly BrE) to do sth quickly, 
easily and often with little care or effort: He 
tossed this now1 Q@ in hwJ months. 
&v+nlpron+adv r v+edv+n 

,toss 'Up (fM ~ t h )  (BrE) = TOSS W R  STH, TOSS 60 
FOR ST11 They Gassed ~ ~ f w f b  h t S 4 R L  
+v+adv 
b 'toss-up n [sing.] (i?@rurOa situation where 
I t  i s  d f i cu l t  to decide between two things, or 
where there are two possible results: I t  IJJUS a 
loss.up betweenspending the night in the mn and 
walking ten milesfir heIp. 

tot /tnt&lslEtaA/(.4t-) 

$d Mh. 'up (i&~ml, especinlly BE) to add 
together several numbers or  amounts in order to 
get a total: C M w u  lot up how much loweyou? 
lE3 flgures,the number of sth ndd sth up 
@ v+adv+n r v+pmn+adv r r+n+adu(less 

fWrnt1  

,tdal 'UP (to 8th) to reach a particular total: The 
wsls hlalup toowra millfon. 
Qv+adv 

.total ~ t h  'up to add amounts together to get a 
kotal:Ut$total up what rw'uesflenb. 
e v + a d v + n  + v+nlpmn+adv 

touch I ~ A ~ J ,  

,touch 'down 1 (of a plane, a spacecraft, etc) to 
land: Theplnne touched down safe@ a t  Efennedy 
Airportnt a h u t  rnwj o (&urative)A tor& 
touchid down in Colomdo, iRiurtng Jfiw people. 

ESJ plans, alrclrff, hellcopter IXYE? Iand B 
take off 2 (in rugby) ta smre polnts (a try) by 
putting the ball on the ground behind Ule other 
team's goal line: Wllicfms louched down in the 
first6w minulesof thegame. 
@ v + a h  
b 'touchrkrm n 1 the moment when a plane o ra  
spacect* lands 2 (in rugby) an act of scoring 
wints  by putting the ball down on the area or  
ground behind the other team's goal line 3 (in 
American fmtball) an act of 9Corlng points by 
crossing the other team's goal line while carry- 
ing the baI1, or  receiving the ball when you are 
over the other team's god line 

"touch sb for Sth (BrE, iICforml) to persuade sb 
togiveor lend yournoney:HalrIedtoOwhmfir 
twenfypounds. 
Qv+nlpmn+prep 

,touch sth 'off to make sth begin, especially an 
e q l w i o n  or a violent or  dimcult situation: The 
exphion was towhedoff by asingksmpark o His 
arrest t o r n o f  a riot. 
Qv+adv+n r v+pmn+adv r v+n+adv(ram) 

'touch onlllpon H h  to mention or d e d  briefly 
with a topic, a problem, etc: He towhed on t h  
needfir increusedfundlng, o Someof tWhues 
m m  touched on in Chapter Z 
Em subject, plnt,  issue 

Touch owupon sth can be used in the 
passive. 
@ V + P W P  

,touch ab 'up (BrE, InformnO to touch sb in an 
unpleasant sexual way 
Qv+adv+n * v+nlpmn+adv 

,touch sth 'up to improve slh by making small 
changes or  additions: He hud to touch up the 
palntluark ta rover thesmrches. 9 Thephotohad 
k e n  touched up. 
e v + a d v + n  * v+pmn+adv 4 v+n+adv(& 

m u e n t 1  
'touch upon eth =TOUCH QN/UWN STH 

,tough sth ' a t  to stay &manddeteminedin a 
difficult situation: He deciakdnotro mign, but& 
stayand tough f t  out. 
e v + n + a d v  v+pmn+adv r v+adv+n(less 

f ~ u e n l )  

toughen l ' t~h/  
,toughen 'up; ,twghen sb up to become 

stronger and better able to deal with dimcult 
slturrtlons; to make sb stronger in this way: He 
had towhened up during military w u h .  o His 
wren& sent him a w y  to boarding school to 
lowhen him up 
Q v + a d v  r v+nlpmn+adv r r+adv+n 

,toughen sth 'up to make sth such as a law or a 
, rule mare strict; The legislalion on this hrrde 

n e e d s b o ~ ~ o u g m w .  
g v + a d v + n  r v+nlpron+adv 

tout ,taut, 
,tout sth a'mund; ,tout sth a'round sth (BrE 

a h  ,taut sth 'mund, .tout sth 'mund sth) to take 
sth to many different places or mmpanles in the 
hope of selling it: He's been touti?w  hi^ MWI 
amundpu blfshersfor years. 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v*adv+n r v+nlpmn+prap 

'tout for sth (especially B r m  to try to get busi- 
ness, work, etc. by asking pwple d k ~ t l y :  cnb 
drivers routingjbr business at the heatrpfl 
E Z i  business, trade, custom + V*P=P 

*OW /tau;dmEtou/ 

,?ow d h  a'way (from 8th) to remove sth, esp- 
cially a veh~cle, from a place, by pulliigit behind 
another one: They'll tow your car clwy you 
pork it here. 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,tower a'-? aver sbMh I to be much higher 
or taller than other things or people that are near: 
The ww O I  t o m  nbove the rest of the town. o 
Amy towers over her mother 2 to be much better, 
more famous, etc. than other people or things He 
lourersaboveaI1 oiherpoetsof htsgenemtion. 
@ v+prep 

toy It311 
'toy wlth 8th 4 to considersth but not very ser- 

iously orfor very long: HehadtoyedwithtIheidw 
of Irving in Germany E!Qi the Idea of 2 to play 
with 5th; to move sth around carelessly without 
really thinking about it: Stop toyrng with your 
f n d !  o Vigumtiue) He & the younr: mon of 
toying wllh hisdaughterr'saflec1rons. 
IEE) dally with sthlsb 
W Toy with sth c m  be used in  the passl~:  
Th~possabilidy hed been toy& mith but ? ~ k ~ l e d .  
Q v + prep 

,trace sth 'back (to sth) to 6nd the origin or  
came of sth by following dues or  evidenoe back- 
wards from the present time: Many difewnt 
chiidhood illnesses can be lmGed bock to certain 
f&&. o &ton haso  largeiwpuhtlon thut Pam 
trs mots back to Ireland. o She can trace h r  fam- 
ily buck as f a r m  the 13th century. 
ES4 rcmts, orlglns, hlsbty 
g v + d p m n + a d v  r v+adv+n 

,trace ' a u t t o  draw a shapeora mark clearly: 
I mrcwf out our  mule on the mop o flgwrrtiw3 
Shetrmedouthow workingpatlerns had c h a m  
in tk h t  MWE.  
g v t  dpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,track sbMh 'down (m row) to And sWth after a 
long and difficult search: Wefznally tmcM Solan 
down to his mrents '  how. o It has taken ten 
yean Lo tmck down the- wreckageof theplarte. 
&v+ntprcn+adv v+adv+n 

trade itred! 

,trade down (to sth) I to spend less money on 
things than youused to: Pmpkareldingdown 
and buying chmperfowl. 2 to sell 5th large o r  
expensive and buy sth smaller or less expensive: 
They traded down to a home wlth fewer bed- 
mm. E B  trade up (to sth) 
e v + a d v  

,track sth 'In (for nth) to give sth that you have 
used to sbyouambuylngsthnewkm~~part of 
your payment: He tmded his motorbike infor a 
new mn. 
+r+niprcn+adv *v+%dv+n 
F x d e - I n  n a method of buying something by 
giving a used item as part d the w e n t  for a 
new one; the u s d  item that you give: the trade-in 
v ~ l w  of a cor o Do you have a t h i n ?  

,trade ath ' d ( a g r m s t s t h )  to balance two things 
or situations that are opposed to each other: The 
gowrnment w r e a m p t l n g  50 trrrdem in&tioion 
against unemployment o TRay wre willing to 
trade olf information to keep the hostages aIrue(= 
 to give informat1011 in exchange for their Ilves). 
@ v + & + n  v+pmn+adv 4 v+n+adv(Iess 

Steqrnt) 
cWadd(kwmnathandsth)ntheact of bal- 
ancing two t h i n g  that you need or want but 
which are oppwed to each other: a f w d  
&ween inflation andanempbyment o There is a 
hrrde-ofl ktellwen the &?@its of the drug and the 
risk of side effecIS. 

Ira& on sth (ah'trada upDn ath momfoml, 
less frequent) IdisuppmuinK) to unfaMy make 
use of sth for your own advantage: He fmdeal on 
hrsfather 3 name toget h i m r  a job. 
,avH, explolt nth 
O "+prep 

,trade 'up (to 9th) to sell 8th small or not expen- 
s~ve  in orderto buy sth largerormoreexpensive: 
Hetraded upfoa hgercm 
)I)PP) tmcb down (to sthF 
+v+a& 

'trade upon st41 =TRADE ON STH 



traffic I'!mefikr' (&-) 

'traffic In sth to buy and sell sth, especially 
drugs or weapons, illegally: He was accused of 
tmff!cking in stokn mrooriisof art. 
E%ZI drugs, weapons 
@ v + P ~ ~ P  

trail 
,trail a'wayf off if sb's speech trails awayloff, it 

gradually becomes quieter and then stops: 
Mark 3 mice hniled away lo a w h f s ~ ~ r  o 'I on[y 
hope ...' She tmiMofl  
DS2lwlce 

train jtreml 

Wain dh  onnrpon sblirth (Torma0 to point sth 
such asagun, a m e n ,  a light, etc. atsblsth: The 
mike markmen trained their m p m  OR the 
building. o She tmined the camem on the brtde 
andgmm o He kepi his em m m ~ o n  the road 
ahead. 
t33 gun, camam, eyar 

This phrasal verb L used mainly in written 
English. 

,Mck sb 'Into sth: ,trick sb 'Into dolng sth 
to manage to get sb to dosthby deceivlngthem or 
not telling them the truth: She felt she'd been 
trrcked rnto mrrioge. o He trick& me i n h  lend- 
ing him EIllO. 

Trick sb into sthAnto doing sth is omen 
used in the passive. 
Q Y + nlpron + prep 

,trick sb 'owl of sth to takesthaway fhmsbby 
dcceivlng them: An 81Lw old W Q ~  was 
drickedoutof herlifesavings. 
& v + nlpron + adv + prep 

,trfekre 'down (especially of money) to spread 
from rich to pwr people through the ewnomic 
system of a country: lf the m l t h y  pay Iess lax, 
the benefits should trickledown mpwpkon Iowr 
incomes. 
.(4v+adw 
b 'trickle dmvn n the thmrythat i f  the rich- 
estpeople in socielykeamericher this willhave 
a g o d  eflect on poorer pwpIe as well, for 
example by rreatingmorejobs 

6 v + nlpmn + prep 
,train sb 'up to make sb ready to do a job or an trifle ~'traffll 

activity by teaching them the skills they n& 'Mfle wlth s h t h  (used esmiallv in nemtlue 
We need lo troh up extra s W @ r  the Christmas s en t em)  to treat sbtsth without -G as ff 
period. they are not very important: He is not a ~IM to be 
ev+adv+n + v+n(pnxl+a& t r w  with. o H e  mas e m n  who tmd wlth 

traipse I ~ M ~ S I  

,traipse #round: ,traipse a'rouad sth ( B ~ E  
also ,tlhpae 'round, ,traipse Vomund sth) (infor- 
ma0 to walk from place tu place slowly because 
you are tired and unw~lllng: I've been tmipsing 
amundallday wtlh Jenny tryinglo buy a matfor 
her 0 We spent the afternwn tmipsing amund 
the town. 
&u+adv * v+prap 

trample rtrrernpl/ 

trample onlover s h t h  to Ignm sb's feelings 
or rights and treat them as if they are not 
important: The government b trumpling on the 
vlews of ordinar), people. o WnZ let Jack tram 
ple all overyou! 
& v + m  

treat 1 ~ 3 1  

'treat sb to sth to entertain sb with sth special: 
Vuilors will be treated lo a sprfaculrrr shorn o 
(rronic) We roere W l e d  to (= we had to d r )  rr 
tmhour k ture .  
Eill Treat sb to ath isonen used in the pmssive. 
Qv+ru'pmn+m 

trim t t r r m / ( + ~  

,trim ath a'way~ofltocutoff a smallpartof 8th 
because ft is not needed: My hair i s  tm long rwur 
Can you trim ofl ahuttwo centimem? 
@v+a&+n + v+ntprm+adv 

,Wm 'down; ,trim sth Vldwnn to become, or to 
make sth, smaller In size: He's trimmed down 
from 90 kihs to 70.0 The muie was frimmed 
down lo25 hours. 
E@ slim down; dlm down. sllm am down 
Qv+adv + v+adv+n + v+dpron+adv 

,tdp 'mr: ,trip 'over sblsth to fall or almost 
fall because you have awldentally hit your foot 
against sth while you are walking or running: I 
trip@ o w  the rug a d  f i l l  hmvlljt o He kept 
tripping o w  o mumtiue) He Pip@ over hls 
mrds 8n hisexcitemen!. 
Qv+adv + v+prep 

,trip 'up: ,Mp sb 'up I (espaclally BrE) to faU or 
almost fall because you have accidentally hit 
your foot against sth while walking or running; 
to make sb fall or almost fall b y  catching their 

fmt while they are walking or running: Itrip@ 
up as lmn m s s  the mm. o She trip& him up 
with her stick. 2 to make a mistake; to deliber- 
ately make sb do this: I knew I had lo think care- 
fully in t ? ~  interviewor Jmrght trip up. o She tuas 
trying to rrrp me up with her quesIi0m. 
@v+adv a v+nlpm+adv + v+adv+n 

trot /tmt:AmEtm;t/ (-tt-1 

,trot 'off to go somewhere, walking quite quickly: 
she trot td  off to s c h d  happily with her new 
Iunch $ox. 
@v+adv 

, a t  8th 'out (irtformtrl, disapprovirap) to say or 
repeat 8th such as an excuse, anexplanation, etE. 
without thinking abut  it or being sincere about 
it: The airline trotted out the $am old e x c m  to 
mplatn the dehys. oHe's just Im t f i n~  out the 
pony line agoin (= in politics). 
&v+adv+n + v+prmi+adv(lessfr@@wnO 

trump ~trnmpl 

,hump 8th 'up to make up a false stow about 
sblsth, especially accusing them of doing sth 
wmng: Several of his wEhgues tnunped UP a 
awnplaint toget him mnwvwl from the job. 0 She 
wm arrestedon frwnm-rrp charges. 
EZQ chaWs)  
+v+adv+n + v+pran+adv + v+n+adv(mm) 

trundle tmndll  

you: I slurnbkd a h g  in the dark, i , i n g  to 
luck tofind the rightdoor 
m luck 
e v +  prep 

'trustsbwith sblsthtogiwsWsthtoapersonto 
take care of because you believe they will be 
carem with themlit: Wouldyou trust herwith the 
chiIdren?o I'd trust hrm wllh my 1?7-& 
Q v + dpmn + prep 

,try 'back; ,try sb 'back MmE) to telephone sb 
agaln when you have already telephoned them 
but have not managed to speak to them: Can you 
fry back laterPo She's ml there. J ' I I  have Fo t q  
her back afler lumh. 
IEB phone back, phone sb hack E e ~ ~ ~ t n ! b  
BrE), call back,mll sb back 
@ v+adv r v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 

'try for ath (mpecially Bra  to make an attempt to 
get  or win sth: Areyougoingto hy forZhntjob?o 
They've km trying for a h b y  for s e w 1  y a m  
now (= the woman has k n  t ryhg  to become 
PIpgMtr 
EE a baby 
O v + prep 

,try it 'on (wlth sb) (irllormal. dIslrppmuing, ape 
ciafly Brm to behwe badly towards sb or try to 
get sth from them just to see what you can do 
before they become angry or stop you: The klds 
sometimes fry iron with a new brrbysitter 

, t~ndl.  ~ t h  lout (dlsappmutn~, @ S W ~ ~ I Y  Brm flzna$Brm an an or Wing to behave 
to mention sblsth or do sth that you have onen ,d hoping that noonewLUstopyou 
mentioned or done before: Thegovernmt Irun- 

om c l k m  lo juslifi ,try sth 'on toputonapiewof dothingto~if  it 

m t w m  fits and how it looks: Onn I tyu on the blue onelo 

e v + a d v + n  v+dpmn+& If you Iike it, why don'tyou try It an? 
+v+aclv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 

,truss sWsth 'up (OM-fashioned) to tie a person 
or an animal up vwy tightly so that they cannot 
move or escape: The victim had been C r d  up 
with rope end beaten. 
-Truss sWsth up is often used in the 
passlve. 
Cjv+nlpmn+adu + v*edv+n 

trust ltrnstl 

'trust In sbtsth ~ r m a O  to have confidence in 
sWsth: to rely on sb completely: I was =red 
before iRe operation, but I trusted in the skill of 
the doctorsandnums. o He urgedthem to wustin 
God. 
m God 
& v + prep 

'trust to sblsth to leave the result or gmgress of 
events to be decided by luck, chance, ek, 
because there is nothing or no one else to help 

,try 'out (krsth){especUIIyAmE)to compete for a 
place m a sports team, a part in a play, dc: He 
tried out for the s c h 1  hnd.  o It's a pretty good 
team Ilhinkl'lllryout. 
Qv+& 
b 'lry-out n (AmE) a test, ete. to choose players 
for a team, actors b r a  p w  etc: The &urn is bid- 
ing try-auts thlnis Thumday. o Rid you h u e  a try- 
out for the schoolpla~? 
+ S ~ ~ U ~ T R Y - O U T  at TRY SBlSTH OUT (ON SB) 

,try sbisth 'out {on ab) to test sWsth to see how 
good and useful they are or how suitable for a 
particular tssk or purpse Wore you decide to 
use themlit: We've been trying out somenew mmi- 
cmns for our band. o He couldn't wait to by out 
hrsnew inwnllon. o l'uegotan IdeaI'dItkemfry 
out on you. o The drug has not beeA tried out on 
humnswt. 
m t e a  a h  out (on sb!sth) 
@v+nlpmn+Etdv + v+adv+n 
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F wy-mtn an act of testinghowgcd orsuitable 
sWsth is More you decide to use themlit: The 
pIuyhndanoutdf-town bry-out in word.  

a h  TRY-OUT at TRY OUT (FOR STH) 

tuck {MI 
,tuck sth away I bs fuckd away to be in a 

quiet or hidden place where not many people go: 
The h o w  is lucked away right at the and of a 
rough trackk EQ hlde sth away Be 
tucked aww is usually followed by a phrase 
with a preposition: The N e  was tucked nluaj. in 
the basement. 2 (in sth) to put sth in a safe place, 
especially sth valuable: She tucked the photos 
away in her wl ler .  o We've got mme mow 
tucked away @r mergeflck EDi) stash sth 
away S(BrE, inlormat) to eatalot of food: Hecan 
~ertainly luck it away! put nth away + P b + v + a d v  

2,3 v+nlpm+achr + v+adv+n 
,tuck 'In: ,tuck 'into 8th ( i d o m l ,  e s p ~ h l l y  

BrKj to eat food, especially qufcWy or with 
enthusiasm: We tckked in hungrily. o He was 
tucking into a huge plateful of pasta. o Tuck in. 
euerybody! 
E 3  dlg in: dl@ Into rth 
@r+adv +v*prep 

,tuck sb 'iWup to cover sb, especially a thud, 
comfortably h kl by pulling the covers around 
them: WlI you mme and tuck rn in, Mummy? o 
The chrIdren were olltmkd UP in bzd by 80m. 
@v+n/pmn+adv + v+adv+n 

,tuck sth 'in; ,tuck sth 'Inb sth 1 to push or 
fold the Imse end of a piece of clothing, a sheet, 
rope, hair, etc., Insth, tomakeit tldy or hold~t in 
posit~on: Tom, tuck YOW shirt inlo Why don't 
you t ~ y u u r t r o ~ r s  inloyouraks?o Tuck the 
lInp qf the enwhpe in. shlrt 2 to pull a part 
of your body inwards, especially by making your 
muscles tight: Stond up stmight und tuck your 
bottoms In! o Keepyourchrn tucked in, 
+v+nrpron+adv 4 v+adv+n 4 v+nlpmn*pm~ 

,tue k ab 'up =TUCK SB INIUP 
,tuck ath 'up to move or put sth in a small space, 

especially to hlde it or W p  it safe or comfort- 
able: Shc kidred ofl her shws arrd tucked herf& 
up under her 
m legs, t& 

Tuck sth up is &n u& in the passim 
She sot wrth her legs I w M  up uradex  he^ 
+v+n/pron*adv + v+a&+n 

'tug Mh to give sth a quick, strong pull: h n i e l  
tug& at my s k e w  
EEi sb% arm, sb'a halt, aVa sl- IEfB pull at 
sth 
QV+PP 

turn ble ,wnmbi/ 

,tumble 'downlo fall suddenly to the ground ina 
dramatic way: One push and t b  LWII aune turn 
bling down. o Her Iong dark hafr turnbkd down 
arourwI her Jbw. o VFguratiue) She felt hersew 
tumbling down into the hoie. 
@v+adv 
b 'WmMedmn adJ [usually before n m  a 
tumbledown building is old and in a vwy bad 
cond~t~on, wrth parts falling down: He lived in a 
small, tumbIedown hut. 

,tumble 'over to fall to the ground: She Rnacked 
the shtueand it trunbledom 
&v*adv 

Yumble to sblsth (BrE, i&=maf) to suddenly 
realize, understand, or become mare of what 
sWsth k really like: l'w turnbIed to Isabel now. o 
I'wlumbMlawhathishy~nglo&. 
@ v+ prep 

tune ltiwn: A ~ E  tunl 

,harm "n (to nth), ,tune 'Into sth 1 to turn on the 
radio or television in order to listen or watch a 
particular programme or channel: We tunedin 60 
luarch the football. Q 5 % ~  into (= watch) next 
week's ercifing episwIet 2 to be aware of or 
understand other people's thoughts, feeThgs or 
n&s: You must tune into the timi3 of themple  
you love. 
@v+adv + v+pmp 

,tune stb 'in f to adjust the controlson a radio or 
television so that you can hear w see a partlcu- 
Iar programme or channel clearly: The mdw 
i sn ' lpro~~ly  tuned in. o Ikwp themdio t W  in 
to the BBC World Service. 2 2Am.K) to turn on the 
radioor television in orderto listen to or watch a 
part~cular programme: ? h e  m our TV special 
tonight at nine. 
+v*a&hr+n 4 v+n/prm+adv 

be ,tuned Vn(to sth); be ,tune(l 'fnh sth tobe 
aware of or understand sth, especially other 
p p l e ' s  feelings: Parenis should be tuned in to 
the n& of their child. o fm tuned in to what I 
have to do. 
Q be+v+adv * be+v+prep 

,tune 'out; ,tune sbl8th 'out (informl, e s p  
curllyAmF) to stop listening to sblsth; to Ignore 
sblsth: Whetl Lee slarkd &!Ring abut her pb, 
Tim just tuned oul. 
&v+adv + v*n/pm+adv 4 v+adv+n 

'tune sth to sth to adjust the controls of a mdlo 
or telw~sion so that you can listen to or watch a 
particular programme: AII the TVs in the store 
were tuned lo the somechannel. + v +  nlpron + prep 

,tune 'up when an orchesm tun- up, the play- 
ers adjust the instruments so that they can play 
togethec We mu[d hear the orcheslm tuning up. 
o The gunnet tuned up and begun lop[ny. 
+ v + a d v  

'turf / t j % ~ m ~ k r f /  

,turf sblath 'aW%,turf sbrsth but& ofathalso 
,tud sb 'off, ,tud sb 'Wf sth) (BrE, IdormO to 
force sWsth to leave a particular place or an 
organization: We need ta turf the JIernOaDtlc 
porw out. o Sewmifarniites havebwn tudedout 
of their homes. o The boys shmld haue been 
tuMed o r  the bus. 
IEE) kloksb oul,kkk sbaut of sth:throW 
sblsth out, thmw sblsth out of nth + v + nlpmn + adv + v + adv+ n ( lmfwmf)  

v+ nlpmn + adv+ prep + v+ rdpmn + prep 

@;turf sth 'oul (BrE, iMomd) to get rid of sth you 
do not want: The shop k full of beauriful c l o ~  
thtpeople hnw tuMed out. 
a)vtadv+n 4 v+nlpmn+adu 

Zurn 1 t j ~ ; m t 7 : m /  

- a m  325 -df 
- aga~nst -on 
I- around - o n b  - as~ds -wt,wtd 

324 -away 326 -over 
-away fmm 327 - ~ b  
-back - m u d  - d0vm -to 
-in q UP 
-In on -upon 
-inside out - ups~de down 
-into 

',turn a" (mpecklIy Bra  to turn m u n d  
quickly so as to face in the opposite direction: 
She turnedaboutand mt into the kttchen. 
+ W ~ ~ S O T U R N  AROUND,TURN SBESTH AROUND; 

TURN AROUND, TURN STH AROUND + v+adv 
F a,but-'tumn(BTE) 1 anact of turningaround 
quickly so as toface in theopposite direction: He 
drd a m p H  about-turn when he saw mond went 
back imide. 2 a complete change of opinion, 
plan or behaviour Houn hter the -tU 
didan a b u t - t u r n a n d ~ 0 0 u r ~ n d s .  0 0 

dramatic about-turn in government mlky 
c 'hrrnabout n [sing.] 1 an ad  of turn~ng around 
qulckly so as to face in the opposite direction 2 a 
suddenand mplete change inatt~tudeoropinion 

,turn a'galnst sb/ath; ,turn sb awlnst 
skist41 to stop, or to make sb stop, being 
fr~endly towards sb; tostop, or to make sb stom 
supporting sblsth: Her o l d p i e d  mre turning 
against h~ o He's trying to turn his farnrly 

against me, o W h ~ c  has ??m&them turn agaIrPsl 
thegownment7 + v+prep + v+dpmn+pmp 

,turn a'mund (BrE elso ,turn 'mund) if sb turns 
around and d m  8th. they do sth un-edly 
and d e n  unfairly: What will uw 40 if he t u r n  
around and says it luas a11 ourfault? 
&v+actv 

,turn a'round: ,turn sb~sth a'round (grEalso 
#turn 'round, ,turn sbhth 'round) to move your 
head and shoulders or your whole body so that 
you face in the opposite direction; to make sblsth 
change position in this way: She turned around 
to stare cat the m a  behtnrI h o He walked away 
withaul turning round. o I t u r d  the h t t f e  
mundtolookatthelukl. 4 Tfunuxseturnedhlrn 
around loface the wzndolu 
+ s e e 0 . b  TURN ABOUT 
e v t a d v  + v+rdpron*adv + v + a d v + n ( h  

Irepu@nt) 
t 'turnaround (BrE also 'turnround) n ~USU~I~Y 
sing.] P the amount of time it takes to unload a 
plane or ship at the end of a Journey and load i t  
ready for the next one2 the amount of time that 
it takes to do a piwe ol work that you haw been 
glven and return ~t 5 a complete change in sb's 
opimon, plans, behwlour, etc. 
-B s * U h  TURNAROUND at TURN AROUND, TURN 
ST11 AROUND 

,turn a'round; ,turn sth a'rwnd (BrE also 
,turn 'round, ,turn sth 'round) if a business oran 
economy turns araund, or sbhuns  It  around, 
it becomes successful after it has been unwc- 
cessful for a t [me: The economy ~5 sbmly tUtnlttg 
around. o His job IS &I hy lo turn the mmpany 
around. 
Qv+nlpmn+& 4 v+adu+n 
b rumaround ( B E  also turnround) n LC, usu- 
ally sing.] a sudden improvement in a business, 
an economy, etc: The predictmi mmL turn- 
amundJaifed to happen. 
+ seealso TURNAROUP~D at TURN AROUND, TURN 
SBESTHAROUFlD 

,turn sth a'ro~nd (BrEah  ,turn sth 'round) to 
deliberately understand sth that sh says 1n the 
wrong way, especially for your own advantage: 
You turn evgythingIsqy aroundto makeme Iwk 
stuprd. 
+v+ntpnm*adv + v+adv+n 

,turn a'slde to change direction and go to one 
side, especially in order to avoid sbkth: He 
turnedaslde in amhrmwnmt. 
Qv+edv 

,turn sblsth a'slde to make sbhth move to one 
side, especially in order to avoid sth dmdt Or 
dangerous: As he bent to kiss her she t u r d  her 
hwd aside. 0 Cfgumtiw] He cl@wdy turned all 
herqmlionsaside (= he did not answer them). 
@ v+niprDn+adv + v+adv+n(lessf"eqrrent) 





turn out 326 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . . . . _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . - 
couldn't have gone mywax as 51 turn& out. o turned Adam o w  onm his buck. o Turn thepan- 
ThechiIdren haw turnedout well inspileof their coke wer when one side is muked. o Vigumlive) 
upbn'ngiw. 3 So be diswvered to be; to prove to Thesmell mademy stomcrch turn ouer 
be: It turned out thut she wasaj7iendof my sis- v + a h  v + nipton + a& + v+ adv + n (Iess 
ier o MY decision turned out to haw h e n  a mis- frequent) 
take. o Ruth's i l d m  turned out not to he serlourr b "turnorar n a small piece of  pastry fillpd with 
after all. fruit or jam, folded over and baked 
&v+adv + S ~ ~ U ~ S O  TURNOVER at TURN OVER, TURN STH 
b 'turnout n [C, usually sing.] IU11 the number OVER; TURNOVER at TURN STH OVER 
of people who to take gart in at+ watch an ,turn 'mr; ,turn 8th ' m r  1 (of an engine) to 
activlt~:Therew~ugoodi~mUforthemncert. -steadi]yatalowspeed;tosM:Ftw&th 
2 the n-kr w p l e  who vote in a particular RW and t h  engine t u r d  over guiet~po  he election: a hdghllowlmr turnout e n g h  was turnmg over mofisst. W tlck aver 

,turn 'out: ,turn d h  'mUt to point, ortomakesth 2 {to 5th) (&E) to change to a different channel 
point, outwards: Hisfeet turn out as he waZis, o when watching television: Can I lurn ouer to 
She turns her ioes out when she wa lk  Chnnnel Four? o This is boring. Let's turn it we,: 
+v+adv * u+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n W change owr {to sth): swltch over (to sth) 

,turn sb 'out (fmm ath), ,turn s b  'out of sth to 
force sbtoleaveor go out of a place: The hndlord 
turnedthem ou td  their hollsejur Wore theNew 
Ywr: o You mn't turn usout in thhstorm! 
EZ) chuck sbout, chuck sb out of sth: kkk 
sb out, klck sboul of sth: hlrl sbout. tuH sb 
out of sth (BrE, informal) 

v +  nlpron +adv r v+nlpron+adv+pp 

,turn M l s b  'out to produce sthlsb: Thefi toty  
turns out 9W cum a m k .  o This school has 
turn&out seuemi well-knownwimm. 
@ v + a h  + n + v + nlpron + adr I& fwuent) 

,turn sth 'Out1  toswitchoff sthsuchasalfghtor 
a source of heat: Remnaber io turn out the heights. 
IE37 only Ilght, gas BY@ swltch 8th off= 
turn sth on + seealso T ~ R N  STH O F F  2 (ttrE) to 
clean a mom, a cupboard, etc. thornughIy by 
removing the mntents and organizing them 
again: She turnedthe kitchen c u p h e  outatthe 
beginning of theyeuz o I'm going to turn out my 
bedroom during the holidays. EE) char sth out 
3 to remove the contents of sth; to empty s t h  
completely: I turned oulo21 the drawers looking 
for my keys. o Turn out your pockets. o She 
t u r d  the rice out of thepacket inta a $owl. EED 
empty sth 
e v + a d v + n  + v * n m + a b v  

be ,turned 'out [+ advtprepl to dress sb/yourself 
with special care or ef€ort: The chfIdren were 
aituoys bmat&Ily fumed out. 0 She wmfmh- 
ionably turned out in cream trousers and a red 
s m t e z  
RI3W This phrasal verb is always used in the 
passive. 
@h+v+adw 

,turn 'mr: ,turn s b l ~ t h  'we? to change your 
position, or the position of sblsth, so that the 
other side is fachg outwards or upwards: He 
turmdoueronlo his back. o The van skidddond 
turned o w  o Jack was dn'ving loo fist and 
turned tfw mr o m  on the h R d .  o The nurse 

switch sth - (to sth) 3 to move a page or a 
piece of paper so that you can see the other side: 
Turn ouer ( t h e m e )  for more m i l s .  lmil Turn 
or turn sth is used more frequently m this 
meaning: I t u r d  the m e  quickh. o Turn lo 
page 23 4 to sell goods and replace them; to be 
sold and replaced: Large supermrkets turn over 
their stock m y  rupidlj. o This brand turns over 
twice asfmt as the others. 
&v+adv + v+nlpmn+sdv v+adu+n 

Zurn over a new 'leaf to change your way of 
Ilfe to h m e a  better, more responsible person 
b 'hrrnwer n [sing.] q the rate at which employ- 
ees leave a company and are replaced by others 
a h g h  turnoverof sW2 the rate at which goods 
are sold in a shoptstore and are replaced by 
others: a fast turnover of slack 
+s-eecrlsaru~~ov~~ at T U R N  DVER,TURN SBESTH 
0VER;TURNOVEA at T U R N  STH OVBR 

,turn shsth 'aver (to SM) to deliver sblsth to 
thecontrol and care of gb Inauthority especially 
the wl~ce :  He was turnad over to the Be[- 
police at the hr&r 
@v*nlpmn+adu + v+adv+n 

,turn 5th 'wer 1 (tosb) togivetheres~nsibility 
for sth important to sb else: He hod h turn over 
some of h u  dutm to hhls assbtmt. o She's phn- 
ning lo turn the business o m  lo her dnlsghtm 
EE) b n d w r t o ~ b , h a M s t h o v w t o s b P I f  a 
business turns over a particular amount of 
money, it deals with that amount i n a  particular 
period of ttme: The company turned aver a mzl- 
Zion mum3  in itsfirslywl: 3 to think about sth 
carefully: Diam t u r d  over lohat Jams had 
said in her mind o He Iay in the dark, turning 
over the day's exlmordinary evenis. ZEB chew 
sth over; mull 5th orar 4 (BrE, shng) to enter a 
place illegally and steal valuable things h m  it: 
The burglars had turnad the how over 
Turn sthover isoftenused inthe passive in this 
meaning. 5 EBrE) to search a place very thor- 

maghlx making it very untidy: His room had been 
twned o w  by t h p o l k .  W Turn ~ t h  over is 
often used in the passive in thls meaning. 
Q 1,3,4,5v+adv+n v+nlpmn+adv 

Zv+abu+n + v+prwr+adv 
c 'turnover n IC, uaually sing.] KIl the total 
amount of goods and services sold bya company 
during a part~cuIar pried of time: a n  annuul 
turnouerof twenty million 

~ ~ L F O T U R N W E R  at TURN OVER,TUAN SBESTH 
OVRR: TURNOVER at TURN OVER, TURN STH OVER 

,turn 'over to 8th: ,turn sth Mover to sth if an 
area, a factory, etc. turns over or sb turns it 
wet to sth, ~t starts to be used Tor sth different: 
Thewholeam has turnadowrlo rtEepduclion. 
o The factury ~uas  t u r d o u ~ r  io t h e p m i ~ t z o n  of 
aircmftpnrts. 
& v + adv + prep + v + nlpron +a* + prep 

,turn 'round lBrEj =TURN AROUND 
,,turn 'round ,turn sbMh "mund (BrE) =TURN 

AROUND, TURN SBISTH AROUND 

,turn 'round; ,turn 8th 'round (BrD = TURN 
AROUND, TURN STH AROUND 

,turn sth 'round (Bra =TURN STH AROUND 
Yurn to sb 1 to move your heador body so as to 

face sb: He t u r d  lo me adsmiled, 2 (Cr sthE to 
approach sb for help, syrnwthy or advice: Sue 
turns lo herfrrendsfor support rather thun her 
farnib. o You're t k  only person I can turn &for 
udvice, o She has nobody she can iurn lo. 
&V+PP 

'hrm to sth to start to become involved in sth or 
start to do sth, especially sth illegal or harmful, 
oflen because you are in a diPIIcult situation: He 
wasforced to turn io crime lo pay of f  his debts. o 
Peogle o f i n  mpe with stress by turning t o f d J 3 r  
mm$ort. 
e y + v r e p  

'Cum to sth; 'turn sth to 8th toturnyour atten- 
tion, your thoughts. etc, to a new subjed: Ow 
mnu@rsotionmntud50thekindof rnwC1Rat 
weliked o Lal's turn ourattentian tonext week's 
cofleremr 
IZI attention 
Qv+prep + v+nlpm+pr%p 

,turn 'up 1 (of a person) to arrive: He finally 
turned up at three o'chk. o The iini didn't turn 
up so we walked. B!El show up (i@rmcrfE 2 to 
be found, especially by chance, aRer being lost: 
The missing letter turn& up in t h  h e t e  bnskel. 
3 (of an opportunity) to happen, especially unex- 
pectedly: I haven't got a job at the moment, but 
I'm surethatsomethingwill turn ufl o Rgerenm 
lo Irlrina turn up in m n y  of hispwm. 
Qv+adv 

turn up(come up Yrurnps to do more than 
p p l e  expect and so make a situation vwy  suc- 

turn upstde down ...... .+ .............................. IXI ----- .... - ......... ......... 

cessfuk The tmm3 mmp[nyer tarried up trumps 
and scmpd t h m  gwls. o Thot was a wond@~l 
mealJ You'w tumed up trumps again. 
b rumup n [sing.] (ErE, i?$ormul, A m u s )  
something surprising or unexpected that hap 
pns: Nick's handed his luork m on lime? Thot'sa 
turn-upfor the books! 
+S~J?O~SOTURN-UP at TURN STH UP 
b 'upturn n an improvement or an increase in 
sth: on ugiurn in theemnomy 

,turn 'up; ,turn 8th 'up to point, or to make sth 
point, upwards: Her nose turns up at t h  end. 0 
She turned her f m  up tom& him, 
23!0 turn clorm; turn sth down 
+v+adv + v+nlpmn+adu + v+adv+n 
F 'Wrnedup adj [only Wore noun) pinting 
upwards: a turned-up nose 
b 'upturned adj [only before nounl painting or 
faclng upwards: a n  u p t u d  nose o upturned 
faces 
+ S W ~ I ~  UPTURNED  TURN STH UPSIDE DOWN 

,turn sth 'up I to adjust the controls of a piece of 
electrical equipment in order to increase the 
heat, noise,etc: TurnIheTVup, Imn't hear what 
she'ssaying, o Let 3 furn thehenling up, l'mfreez~ 
ing. o The m m k  was turnad up loud. E3El hmt- 
Ing, mualc. r u d i o h t w l s l o n ~  turn ath 
dowi 2 to make a piece of clothing, or part of a 
piwe of clothing, shorter by fold~ng it backand 
sewing it: The sIeeves were too long and had lo b8 
turned up. o Wiiigou lurn the hem up for me?m 
hem EE3 1st sth down 3 to discoversth, such as 
~nformation or sth hidden: Their enquiries 
turned up a nurnher of m-ing fncls. o Our 
eflom lo truce him turned up mthlng. + l ,Zv+n lpmn+a& + v+adv+n 

Bv+adv+n + v+n/pmn+adv 
Yumvpn(SrQthebottomdthelegof apair 
of trousersrpants that has k e n  folded over on 
theoutside: Turn-upsseemtobewrning~kIn10 
foshron. 
4 w a b  TUAH-UP at TURN UP 

'tUm U r n  ~ t h  (JkiTlUfi =TURN ON STH 

'turn ~ t h  Upon ~ b l ~ t h  =TURN STH ON SBlSTH 

,turn upslde 'dwvn;,tum ath upslde ' d m  
to move 5th so that the bottom is faclng upwards: 
Thecas hit a wall, turnedupsuledown. andended 
up in afield. o I t u r d  the box upside down and 
euerything fellout. 
@v+adu+adv + v+ntpm+adv+adv  

,turn sth upslde ' d m  I tomakeaplacevery 
untidy whlle youaresearchingfor sth: The bum- 
lam turned t h e a t  upsrde down. 2 to make large 
changes and confusion In sb's life: The diwrce 
turned his whok world upside down. 
EI9 lurn sblsth Inslde out + v + nlpmn + adv + adv 



b 'upturned &j [only before noun] !umd 
upside d m :  u p t u r d  chairs o We sat on an 
w t u r e d  b x .  
+SWO~OUPT'URNED~~TURN UP,TURN STH UP 

twist ,MI 
, W s t  ~ t h  'off; ,twist sth 'off sth tomwesth 

or break sth off by turning and pulling it with 
your hand: He twick? off the IM and looked 
mi&. o She tw&d the cap off the bottle and 
took a mouthfulof warn  
&v+mEpmn+adv v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+mp 

typeltarpl 
,type sth 'in: ,type sth 'hbc 8th to put data 

into a document using a computer or a type- 
writer: Type in rhefik name then press Mum. o 
Type thereiewont detaik into the boxespmvlded. 
EED kny sth In, key sth Into sth 
@ v+adv*n + r+nlpmn+adv * v+dpron+prep 

,type sth 'OuW'up to produce a wpy of sth on a 
computer (or word prcrcessor) or a typewriter: 
I'mtyp~nguptherepwl thismorning. oItzOokme 
ages Eo &p@my no& out. 
e v + a d u + n  + v+ntpron+i& 

urge ~ d 3 :  A d a & /  

,urge sWMh 'on (to sthm do nth) to encourage 
sb, to support sb so that they can do sth better 
The s u p p o r n  were urging the Iwm on. o Urged 
on hy the Prim Minisfer thepolice tried toend the 
strike o The driver urged the h o w  on. 
BE) encourage sblsth 
+v+nlpron+adv + v+adr+n 

,use nth 'up to use all  of sth until no more is left: 
I've wed up all the milk. o These eggs need lo be 
LLSL?ZI up quickly. o This progym will use upa  lot 
of m r y  on theharddisk. 
(av+nlpmn+adv. v*adv*n 

usher I ' A J ~  

,usher sth 'In (formar) to mark or be the start of 
sth new: TheelscSions ushered in amwperiodof 
change in the counim o Rwmrk displays 
u.~hereS in the New Year 
m psrlod. era EED herald .(h VormalE 
+v+adv+n + v+pmn+adv 



,veer 'off; ,veer 'off sth ( a h  , m r  a'way Ifrwn 
sth)) 1 to suddenly change direction: The tor 
suddenly veered OJY to the kft. o The truck u d  
ofl the he and cmshed into a tree, o Thephne 
was going stmight towards t h  mountain, but 
were$ oway at the last minufe. 2 (of a conversa- 
tion or a way of behaving or thinking) to change 
in the way ~t develop: The mnwrxstion veered 
OR inlo m o m ~ m n n l  matters. o Throughout hts 
mreer he's veered atuay from jazz into other 
areas. 
&v+adu + v+prep 

vyhgfor t h  S e a c k ' s  a16eraiion o The Ws were 
wfng with m h  other to impmht*: o There twre 
several msfaumnls vying with each other for 
CUStUmerS. 
'9'"' corn* (wsth sb/sth) (for sth) 
-You can also use vte to do sth: The boys 
werewlng bimpr~ssher 
e V*PBP 

visit ~'rwtl 

'Visit with SbOLmE, infom1)to spendtime with 
sb talking in an inforanal and casual way: I 
ulsited with my neighbur while the kidP were 
playlng. 

veg /veal hma-, wglng, wgged, vesged) Q v + prep 
=Although these forms are spelt with gg-, be 'vlslted on s b t h  ( a h  be kkW upDn 
they are all pronounced (ved3-/. sbtsth) (old-fash&m&, f i r m 0  to be punished 

,veg 'out (spoken, i n f o r m 0  to relax and do very with sth: He listed the horrors uisiled upon the 
httle: Allshedws is uegout infront@ the telly, W o n  during the m ~ f r k t  o Each new lndim~ty 

laze aboutlaround; lounge abuUamnd visited on her tlms worse than the~re~iousonc.  
6 v+adv @ be+v+ prep 

'venture Intoton sth (also hntum upon rth 
moreformaD to dare to do sth that could be dan- 
gerous or involve risk: As mn as he arrived in 
the county, he vemured on a Pip up the Amazun. 
o This is thefirst time the mmpany laas mtured 
into mouieprodwtiora. 
U ~ V + P ~ P  

'verge on sth (also 'verge upon sth mreSormal) 
to be very close or simnar to an extreme state or 
condition: I ~ v a s  treated with swpiclon that 
vereed on hostiliw. o Her hair wns dark bmwn, 
wrg1ng on black. 
IEE) border on sth 
e v+preo 

vest /vest f 

'vest sth In sb/sth:'wrst sb with s t h ( f m 0  
I to omclally or  legally g~ve sb the power or  
authority to do 5th: I t  rs unwise a, uest abmiute 
Pourer In a single instrtvtion. o Themurl is med 
with certain ugh&. 2 to make sb the legal owner 
of land or property Vest 8th in sblath and 
vest sbwlth sthareoften used In the passive. 

v*  nlpmn + prep 

vie /v@ (vhs, vyinw I 'wq/vled,  wid) 

'vle with sblsth (for Mth)to do sth), 'vk for nth 
(form0 lofin lrseri in the progre9sive tenses) to 
compete strongly with sblsth: There?! bea Iot of 
w p l e  wingfor those wls. o The chiklren uwm 

vote Naut; ~ m e v w t i  
,v;ote 8-h 'down to reject or defeat a mndi- 

dateora proposal by voting: TheSemle has mred 
down Qo& lo mise tar& of l  Mr Smith 
de-7 too mwh, the uaioras wfll uoie h ~ m  
down. 
Qv*n/pmn+adv r v+adv+n 

,vote sb 'In; .vote sb 'IntoPento sth tochnocp ........ 
sb Tor a particular position by voting: I r w s  uo td  
in as treasurer o When was this government 
wtBd into oficelo Who wled her onlo the Bmrd 
of Couermrs' 

e W  sb (to8thth)ImorefomT) 
WiH Vote sb in and vote sb IntoEmta 8th are 
often used in thepassive. 
*v *adv+n  + v+pron+adv + v + n + a d v ( m )  + 

v + nlpm + prep 
, w e  sb 'off sth = VOTE SB OUT, VOTE SB OUT OF/ 

OFF STH 

'vote on ath to make a dedsion about sth by vot- 
mg: The mmmitlw b uolimg on the p r o w l  
tontght o Workem haw begun voting m whether 
to holdaseriesof o~edcsysfr~km. 
E E i  prownrl, resolutbn, Issue 

Vote on sth can be used in the mssive: The 
proposal w m  uotedon and agreed. 
0 V+PMP 

,Vote ~b 'ofit0 d h  = WYrE Ss IN, VOTE SB INTO! 

ONTO STB 

,vote sb 'out, ,vote sb 'out offoff sth to 
decide as a gmup to r e m m  sb &om a particular 
pasition by voting: Thegwernmt  m a y  be wled 
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o u t o f o f f i o e a t t ~ ~ e I e r l i n r n o ~ l a a t l v i ~ ~ h d o  V O U C ~ I V ~ W ~  
6f mh7d was 'Ihe 'vouch for sWdh 1 to say that youknow sb, that 
Board. you believe they have a good character and that 
Fm gwernmed, plty 
ma vote fi out and wte sb mt ofiof~ sth am 2;: ~ ~ ~ J w k ~ ~ E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
often used in the passive. youch (or him. o You shou[d give the hem 4f 
6 v+nlprnn+adv + v+adu+n + two pmple who nur much for your honesfy and 

v+nlpron+adv+pp r v+rdpfCm+prep reIinblli&. o 1 I oanuollfor h f w t  thut ha b a  
,wte sth 'thmughbapprovesthorbfigapm- good ~ l l o ~  m an-r for ath 2 to my that 

pasal, etc. into force W mhg for it: mm you know sth is true because you have seen It 
voEed the bill through without a dew& yourself. f wasin bed withflu. My lavecan wuch 

bill, proposak f i r  thatlme, o Icun'i much for this hole8 (= I have 
W passive. Vote sth through is often Used in the no dqfuIfmm persond th.e experience brochure. of ~ t )  but it looked luon- 

Qv+nlpron+adv + v+adr+n =Vouch for sbkth can be used in the 
passlve: I had ta k vouchedfor by a mmnsible 
person. 
0 v + prep 



wade /wer@ 

,wade 'in; ,wale 'Into sth (infirmar) to get 
involved in a discussion, an argument, a difffcult 
situation, etc. in a forceful and not very sensitive 
way: She wa&d in with an atwck on rnmmny 
mliq o The&- luaded intoa WmargumenK 
over de$mcespnding + v+  adv v + prep 

,wade 'Into Sb (Worm0 to  attack sb physically 
orwithwords:Marbysurrsh~-hjmtded 
into the skmhmds without a thought. o She 
rvaded stmight into her m'tim with h r  opening 
remrks, 

launch lnto sb; altack sb ( m f o r m a ~  
Q V + P ~ P  

,wade 'through stb to spend a lot of  time and 
effort read~ng 8th or  dealing with sth I Isad to 
uwde through pages mdpages of s ta t is th .  
B E l  pages EE) plough through sth 
Q v + prep 

on them hahand amdyiwi (= doing everything far 
them, like a servant). 3 (AIPnE) to m e  custom- 
ers in a shoflstore: Is onybot$v uxritingon you lo  
There is nn one in thefurniturn d e p o m t  to 
waitanme. 
@ v+prep 

'wait on sbkth (Wrmal, mpxi~l ly  Arm) to  
wait until sb arrives or  until sth is available: 
Jlldd l~.os hteandshewasskkof mir ing on him. 
o I'mstlIl m i t i w o n  themull of the M d  lest. 4 
She rws waitinRon my decision. 

In British English, wait (for nblath) is usu- 
ally used. 
Q V + P ~ P  

'wait on sth (especially A ~ E )  =WAIT ON SB 1 
,wit Sth 'out to stay in a plam until sth dimcult 

or unpleasant has passed or  finished: We shel- 
te& in a d o o w  lo m i t  out the storm. o It lues 
dilficult lo wait out the hours until I couldphone 
her lo hear t k  news. o Their stratem has been lo 
wait the m e n  out. 
@ v + & + n  v+r&mn+& 

,waffle (abaut fib) (irtformnl, aperially ,wait 'UP 1 (for sb) to  not ga to bed untu sb mm- 
to talkorwrite a lot about sth without giving any home or  arrives: Wlr'l wait u p w m e ) ,  Imay k 
useflrl iofomat,on: He onfor wm aht la*. E m  Mar UP 2 (inlbrml, especial& AAmE) 
hisficlrden. uSed to tell sb to stop so that you can reach them 

and talk tothem or  gowith them: Woitup!I'lIbe 
on *)' On *h) r i ~ h t  them. o H.wguys, mit up, h.ng on +v+adv + v+adv 

wait /W&/ 'Wit Upon sb = WAlT ON SB 2 

,ml t  a'round (BrEoLw , w a ~  s'bout) (for ~blm) 
to stay In a place without doing anything, wait- 
lng for sth to happen or  for sb to arrive: I 
wouldnl bodher waiting around for hfm. o She 
drdn'l wail about to hwrhis wply. 
,1YH, haw arnund 
&bv+adv 

,wait be'hlnd (especially BrB tostay &other 
p~op le  haw gone, especially m order to speak to 
sb prrvately: Heasked herto waif bthindqfzerthe 
meetinn. 
& v + a d u  

,wake 'up: ,wake sb 'up; ,wake yournelf "up 
1 to stop sleeping: to make sb stop sleeping: How 
many t r m d m  t h e h h y m k e u p  in thennght?~ 
Ilssualiy makeupearly an thesummer o You look 
as rf you've onlyjrrst luoken upEo Can you woke 
me up at 8? o He was wohn up by the sound of 
bmkityr glass. Wake and wake sb can 
also k used w~th thls meaning, but usually only 
in mow forrnaI language. Wake uu and wake 
sb/yourself up are much mom common than ,wait 'In (for sWm) (BrB to stay at home-use 
-~IBWB& sb, m k e n l a w ~ b n  sb and youare sb to aMveortelephone: wkenlwaksn sb, which are formal and uaually g o f ~ w o i ~ i n f o r t ~ T V ~ ~ i r ~ ~  0 Shewaited 
only used in writing. 2 tobecome, or  tomakesb, mallahyinc~4ehemlled. 

A ,, .b m A 0  more I~vely and interested. You need lo woke ua 

'wait on r b  f ( a h  wait on #I esmbl1yrrlnt.g to 
bring food and drink to people a t  a table, usually 
in a restaurant: My dnughfer w M  w i t  on us this 
euening!~ When I started, I didn't kraow any. 
thingebwt walftng on t&m. o We m m i t e d  
on bya ue!ypoliteyoung man. 2 (also 'wit upon 
sbmorelormnOto bringsbeverythlngthey want 
ornee& ShasmiIed thechitdren, always matilng 

and start m i n g  attentiun. o Wake up! I don't 
m n r  lo have to mpmt all this, o The c W  i -~&  

waking up. 
+v+adY v+nlpmn+adv v+adu+n 
b 'wakwp udj [only Wore noun] that L 
intended to wake you up: What rime m l d  you 
likeyour wakeup mI1 (= for example, in  a hotel)? 

,wake 'up to sth to become aware of sth: to rea- 
i m  sth: People orepmlly m k l n g  up m thef(~ct  

833 wall In ...................................................................................................... ..,. ....................................... ............*................................*.................. 

that the mmml wrld must k wnserwd. o The ~ I T H  sm2 Who'swalkedoLf w i l h w p e n ? o  That 
hospituls have woken up to She value of wi- dog's just walked of with our bail! 

cnced nurses. o He hasn'tget ruoken UP to the ser- ,walk 1 ( o h  ,walk 'out d sth) to 1- a 
wusm of the situation, meeting, a performance, etc. suddenlybefore the 
+v+adw+prep end, because you do not like It or  are angry: S?@ 

emf students um1W out of the debate Wow the 
walk l w ~ k l  

,walk a'way (m nblsth) 1 to leave a aficult or 
unpleasant situation in order to  avoid it, instead 
of staying to deal with it: to walk crmylmm a 
situotlonldeal o You can't jusl wafk a m  from 
the problem. o He just walkad uwwfrom every- 
thing - his joh his home and his$arnily. 2 if you 
walk away from a n  accident, etc. you are not 
seriously injured: Bofh d r ivm walkad away 
with mrmr cudsand b r u h "  a He m l k e d  away 
unhllrr. Walk away is usually used wlth 
an adjective o ra  phrasebeginningwith a prepos- 
ition In this meanmg. 
e v 4 a d w  

,walk a'wayhff with sthl to whsthveryeas- 
ily. The team walked awqy with the Fhnmpion- 
ship. 2 to steal sth; to take sth without the 
owner's permission: The thkf walkedawy with 
jewellery worth M4 OW. + v+adv*prep 

,walk 'In on s h t h  to go lnto a rwm and see 
what sb Is d o ~ n g  when  the^ did not expect you 
and did not want anyone to see them: & r m  I 
didn't m n  to walk in on you. o I'd obuwuslu 
walk& in om a wry serious mnversatwn. 
+v+adv+prep 

,walk 'Into s h t h  to crash into sblsth whL\e you 
are walking. Look whem you're going! YOU 
walked stmight intom. o Hekeeps bumping Into 
things and walking Into walk  
Q v + prep 

,walk 'into sth (informal) 1 to become caught in 
sth that you are not e-ing, esgeeMy 
because you are not careful: He realized he'd 
walked into amp. T to  succeed in gettlng a job 
wlthout having to make an effort: She walked 
straight into ajob ingrsblishing. 
c4 v +  prep 

,walk 'OW ,walk 'off sth to leave a place or  a 
person suddenly because you are angryor Upset: 
She furnedand walked off without a mrd. o Xh@ 
restof the teom walkedofl thefild inprolestlest 
@ v + a b , *  v+prep 

,walk sth'&togohrawakinordertogetridof 
the feeling that you haw eaten too much or a n  
emotlon such as anger E need to walk ofl that 
Iunch. 0 It'll do fur@ m walksllmeof her &tern- 
wr 08: 

WaIk sth off isnotused in thepassive. 
@ v+adv+n v+dpmn+& 

,walk 'off with ~ t h  ( i n f o F ~ 0  1 =WALK AWAY/ 
OFF WITH STH 1 They've m l k e d f l  with mOSt Q f  
thefilm aw~rds. 2 (hamrrrous) =WALK AWAY~OFF 

vole. o Some of the audience rwlked out tn dw- 
gust. 2 (of workers) to stop working and go on 
strike: The cammen have ~ v o l k d  oui over 
working conditions. 3 (on sblsth) (iMormn0 to 
leave sb you have a close relationship with and a 
responsibility for He walkedout on h h  wifeimnr- 
riage rlffer Eyeass. 
+v+adv l  a l s o v + a & + m  
t 'walkovt n 1 a sudden strike by workers: The 
smff smged a one-day walkout. 2 a protest in  
which you leavea meeting, a performance, etc, to 
show your anger or  disappmval 

,walk 'wet sb (ir@rmn 1 to treat sb badly and 
not consrder their wishes or  feelha: We're not 
prepnred lo let t h e m n a g e m t  walk all over us. 
2 to defeat sb easlly in a competktion: Thw'll 
walk alf overyou on S o l u r d ~  

Walk over sb can be used in the passiw: 
Dnn't let yourselus h? w l k & o ~ ~  
A v + o r e o  - r m  

b 'walkover n (Infonnafi an easy victory in a 
game or  competition; a situation in which you 
are considered to have won a game although you 
did not in  fact play: The race was no twZkovet (= 
it was not easy to wink o The other team dtdnS 
turn up so w had a walkover Into thefinal. 

,walk 'through 9th (especially A m  1 to prac- 
tise or perform a play in  a simple way just using 
basic moves and positions 2 to practise a televi- 
sion programme without the cameras 
@ v + prep 
b Walk-thmugh n [usually sing] 1 a pmctice of 
a play without costumes or the objects you need, 
to practise basic moves and posit~ons 2 a pmc- 
tice of a television programme without the 
cameras 

,walk sb 'through sth 0 to show or tell sb 
how to do sth by carefully explainingar showing 
each part separately: S k  walked me through the 
complmreddwumnt. o He'll walk you thmugh 
Iheprocedure. 
W talk sb through + v + nlpmn +prep 

,walk 'up(to swsth) toapproach sWsth inaconfi- 
dent way: She walked stmight rrp lo the desk and 
nsked to see the manager 
Q v + a d v  

wall 1wa:ll 

,wall sth 'In to  put a wall or a barrier around sth: 
Apartment blocks walkd fn thepIqyground corn 
pletely 
& v + a & + n  + v+nlpron+edv 



,well Sth 'off to build a wall or a barrier around 
an area to separate i t  from another area: Pnrt of 
lheylsrdhud hen wolledofl 
W Wall sth off is of€en used in the passive. 
@v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+arfv 

,wall s b  'uptokeepsbasaprisonerhapLace8~~ 
rounded by walls: a mry of 0 woman who was 
walIed up in a smaUnmm and L$t to die 
EElH Wall sb up is onen Elsed in the passlve. 

v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 
,wall sth 'up to block aspacewith bricksorawall 

sothat ~tcannolongerbeused: Thewtmnwhad 
been walled up in the 17th century 

Wall 8th up IS oRen used in the passive. 
e v + a d v + n  v+ntpron+adv 

'wallow In 5th (@n dIsopproving) to enjoy 5th 
that gives you pleasure, especially when it is sth 
unpleasant and you do it in a way that makes 
other people think you enjoy being unhappy or 
want sympathy from them: Stop wadlowing in 
sewpi@. o She milows in nostulgiafor t h e p t ,  
E E i  seff-plty, nostalgia 
e v +  prep 

waltz / w a : l s ; ~ m ~  waits{ 

,wab  'df(wlth stb) (hforma0 to leave a person 
or place in an annoying way, often taking sth 
without the owner's permission: The terrnnk 
luaI&d ofl with half our possess&ns. o He just 
unrlrzed of and W me! 
EEL) walk awaylofi (with szh) 
e v + a d v  

,wander 'offta'way: ,wander 'fromtoff sth 
to leave the place where you ought to be, or the 
person or group of people you are with, without 
thinking about it: Don't mndm of f  andget lost. 
o The chlM hQd ruanded awayfmm her mother 
o We had tmndmedoff thepath. 
+v+adv v*pmp 

want lwnnt: AmEwant, mmt/ 

'want for sih -0 (usually with a mga- 
tiue wdj to suffer because you donot have sth: I 
work hard so that my c h i k n  rwnt for nothing. 

rmle, nothing 
0 v+ PWP 

,want 'in (on &I) 1 (also ,want 'kto 8th) (infor- 
mnl, esmlelly AmE) to want to be Involved in 
sth. =ially a business deal: Doyou want in (on 
thrs pmject)?~ Does Jadr want into the club? 2 
Itnfbrml, esperiullyAmE) towant towme inside 
apiace: Themt wantsin. Crmyouomthedwr? 
IE3  want nut. want out of sth 
@ v+adv 1 alwv+pmp 

,want 'out, ,wad 'out of sth I l w r m u l )  tono 
longer want to be involved m sth, especially a 
business deal: I wnnt out Wore  we ,yet inm di@- 
cuities. o 1 want out of this  ma^. EEB want In 
(on sth), w m l  Into sth 2 ( in foml ,  especially 
AmE) to want to go out of a place: I wont out of 
hew. EB wanl In 
Qv+adv  + v+a&+pmp 

ward IWXCI; A~EWXIYI I  

,ward sbMh 'otfto prevent sbMh dangemus o r  
unvleassnt from w i n g  or harming you: She 
put UP a hnnd to ward off  the blows. o I'm laking 
uilornin C lo wurd of a mld o He keeps dogs to 
ward ofl unwunled visitors. 
L E  evll, Mows, c ~ l c l s m ,  danger 
Qv+adv+n v+nlpmn+& 

warm /mm; A r n E m l  

'warm to sb tos tar t to l ikeaperson:~m~to  
the !meher immediately 
e v + prep 

'warm to 8th to M i n e  more interested in or 
enthusiastic about sth: Thesgerrker m w r m -  
ingtoh~sthePnemw 
EEJ theme, task. I- 
0 V + P ~ P  

,warm 'up 1 (of the weather, the earth, e k )  to 
become warmer R w r c h  shows t h t  the sw i s  
warming up. o When spring row the mrfh 
begins to m r m  up 2 to do gentle exercise or 
gractlce to prepare Tor an athletic activity or a 
performance: I'm a l m y s  N u l  lo m r m  yp 
More Igo jogm'ng. o P e w  was warming up with 
u fiw mles. E l l  Ilmbr up (for 6th) 3 (of a 
machine. an englne, etc.) tm run for a short time 
in order t o m c h  the temperature at which it will 
operate well: T ~ K S  computer Sakm a long time lo 
wurm up + v+adv 
b 'warm-up n [usually sing1 a s e r i ~  of gentle 
exercises or a short practice to prepare for an 
athletic activity or a p&ormmoe: What do you 
do as a tunm-up? o wurrn-w exerdpes 

,warm 'up;  ,warm Sbmth ' u p 1  to become,orto 
make sbor a part of sb's body feel warmer Come 
and warm up by the fire. o They stumpxi their 
Imt to warn  them up. T to become, or to make 
sblsth, more lively or enthusiastic: By midn&ht 
t h e m  was only just worming up, o HIS mle IS 

lo warm up i h e o u d m  Wore the mafn e m f  
Qv+adv * v+ntprm+actv * v+adv+n 

,Warm sfh 'up 1 to make sth become warmer 
The$relaMtbegunlo w a r m t k r m m  yp 2 toheat 
cooked foodagain before you eat it: Thesoupjust 
needs w m  ing up. 
I E 9  heal ath up 
& v + nlpron + adv + v +  a&+ n 

335 wash up 
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warn Iw3m.AmEwaml .. -.. - - ,  . 
,warn sbrsth a'way to tell a person, a ship, an 

amraft, etc. not to come near a place because it 
is dangerous: The male birds slng to wurn other 
malesalutry. o An rlectricfeme luarmdalarry any- 
one whommetmcEose. 
Q v+n/pmn+aclv r v+adv+n 

,warn s b  'off; ,warn sb 'off sbfsth; ,warn sb 
'off dolng sth 1 to tell sb to leave or not to 
come near a place, oflen in a threatening way: 
Thefirmer mrned rrs off his land when we tried 
lo comp them. 2 to advise sb not to do sth or to 
stop doing sU1: He war w a r d  off smoking qfter 
hisfimi haart attack. o S h  warned him off a mr-  
eer in act~ng. o We rwre warned o n  renting the 
apartment. + v + nlpron + adv r v + n l m  + prep 

wash IWDJ; A& WCJ, WJI 
, w a s h  sblsth a-y If water, a wave, etc. 

washes sWsth sway, it removes or carrles 
themlit away to another place: A f m k  wave 
whed t h  two children away. o The bridge luos 
wushedotvny by lheflwds. 
Q v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

,wash sth a'way to use water to remove a mark. 
dirt.etc. fmm 9th: She~r~tour l r shnwqy  some of 
the dirt and blood from the boy ' s fm.  o mum- 
trve)A hot bath soon w M m y  tiredmouray. 
+v+a&+n + v+nlpron+adv 

,wash 8th "dwv 1 ((wlth ah) to dean sth by 
using a large quantity of water: I washed the car 
down with a hose. 2 (with 8th) to drink sth &r, 
or at the same time as, eat~ng food: We washed 
our lunch down with i& tea. o He had rr huge 
plateof pasta wushpddown withseueral bttles of 
k e r  3 (of a river, a flood, etc.) to w r y  sth down- 
wards away from its original position: Tons of 
earth had M n  washeddown by thestorm. 
+v+nlpron+adv 4 v+adw+n 

,wash 'off; ,wash sth 'oW,wash sth 'off sth 
to be removed from the swface of sth or from a 
fabric by washmg; to remove 5th in this way: 
Hourewr hard you tub, an mk stain w n ' t  wmh 
on o W& of the dirt with soap and wulel: 0 
Wash Ihemudaflyour h t s  Wornyou go in. 
@ v + &  4 v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n * 

v + nlpron + prep 

,wash 'out,,wash sth 'out: ,wash 8th 'out of 
9th to be removed from a fabric, hair, etc. by 
washing; toremovesth in this way: Theh i rmb  
our lsnY permanent. It mill wash out in a few 
weeks o Take care 60 wmh a12 theshampw oui of 
your hair 
+v+adu + v+dpron+adv r v+a&+n r 

v + nlwn+ prep 
b awaahed 'out adj (of fabric, clothes or w l m )  
no longer brightly coloured, often as a result of 

frequent washing: Waphed-vui Jmm were very 
J&shiona& at that time. 
+ seeuh WASHED OUT at WASH sa OUT; wnsHEn 
OUT at WASH STH OUT 

,wash ah 'out  to m&e sb very tired: That long 
walkhas washed meout. 
+v+nlpmn+a& + v+adv+n 
c .washed 'out ad. (of a person) tired and pale: 
You look washed out -@and rest. 
+ S?@ a h  W A S H E D  OUT at WASH OUT, WASH STH 
OUT, WASH STH OUT OF STH; WASHED OUT at WASH 

STH OUT 

,wash s b ~ s t h  'out(to ... ),,wash sbmth'out of 
sth (of water, a wave, etc.) to carry sblsth away 
from thelrElts originalposition: Vyou'dfezkn in 
you wauld have been wasM out to sea. 

v+ nlpmn + adv + v + nlpron + adv + prep 
wash dh  'out 1 (wkh nth) towash the insideof a , - - - -  - 

contamer in order to remove dirt, etc: He mre- 
fully washed the bottks out with disinfmnt 2 if 
rain washes out  a sports game, an event, etc. it 
makes it end early or prevents it *om starting: 
The game urns m h e d  out. 3 ylmE, forma0 to 
end sth: Bolttmre wa~hed out fh I n d i a n s ' s h  
game win streak with en 8 3  win. 
@.1,3v+nlpmn+adv + r+adv+n 

Pv+&+n * v*nlpmn+adv 
b ,washed 'out udj [only before noun] flwded; 
damaged by floods: Washedout lownrarewwl- 
ingfor help. 
-B seeako wAsHsn OUT at WASH SB OUT; WASHED 
OUT  WASH OUT, WASH STH OUT, WASH STH OUT 
OF STR 

b washout n (in$orman 1 an event that stops 
early or does not happen, because of rain: The 
game was a roashout. 2 an event that is a tam- 
pletefallure: The party m a  loial washout. 

,wash 'over sb 1 (also .wash mrough rb) to sud- 
denly affect sb very strongly: A moue of guilt 
wushed over her 2 (inforormall to happen all 
around sb without f i e c t ~ n g  them: All their m'ti- 
crsm seem ro wash owrhrrn. 
Q v + prep 

,wash 'up (AmE) to wash your hands and face: I 
uwni to the men's m m  to wash up. 
@ v+adv 

,wash 'up; , w s h  8th 'up I (BrE) to wash dirty 
plates, glasses, etc. after a meal: It'syour turn lo 
wmh up c. Don'tforget to wash up I h e g h s  as 
well. 2 to be carried along in the water and then 
left on land; to carry sth along and Ieave it inthis 
way:A number of dmddolphsnshnve washed up 
on the shore. o His M y  w ~ s  uroshd up on the 
h c h  twodaysbter 
+v+adv + v+nlpron+adu w v+&*n 
b ,washed 'up ad] ( i M r m 1 ,  espectal[y Am9 to 
be no longer successful and unlikely to succeed 
again ~n the future: rr umshpd-up cuhrei s t g e r  
b ,washing-'up n [Uj IBrE) 1 theact o f  washing 
dirty d~shm, glasses, etc, afIer a meak Don't 
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fwget to do tfte wushing-UP WT& you go out. o W Water 8th down is often used in the 
woshfng-upliquld2 thedirtydishes, @am, etc. passive. 
thathavetobewash~~~amea~:asmkfil~of g v+adv*n + v+pmn+& r v+n+adv(mm) 
wash ing-up b .watered 'down 1 made weaker because 

water h a  been added: watetddown hebeer 3 waste lwe~stl made less strong orcritical in order not to offend 
,waste a'way (of a pmon, part of the my, ate.) peoPte: lLvrlereddown l m M e  It' a 
to grow thin or in an unhmlthy way: He down t ~ ~ ~ i o n  of thorkinul  ~r~msaI. 
was clearly toaPtIng a w .  o The m w k  in her 
arm had wasdedawa+! Wave lwml 

'watch for sbMh -1 to  look and waSt for sth to 
happen or for sb to mme: Mypamts rn tuaieh- 
~ n g  for me wming off the plane, o Watchfor the 
Sen, 2 = WATCH OUT FOR SBlSTH 1 TkR CtreSeV- 
eralpofnts b mtdlfiz 
e U + P ~ ~ P  

,watch 'out ( s p o h )  uatd to warn sb about sth 
dangerous: Walch wl, them's a mr wmlng!o 
He"Il@ m a l @ r ~ b l e m ~ h e ~ ' t m s c h o u t .  
E E j  1-k out 
b v+adv 

,wave 8th a'rourtd(BrEah ,- sth a'bout) if 
you wave your arms, hands, etc, around in the 
air, you move hem violently about, offen m 
order fo  attrad attention: She ran out into the 
yard wauinleherarmahut o Slop wauingihnt 
knifearound! 
+v+nlpmn+edv 

,wave ~ t h  a"lde/a'way to not accept sth 
h a w  you thrnk it ia not important or n- 
sary: Their pmlests were waved aside. o He 
w a d  o w y  my gumtlon without trying Eo 
answer i ~ .  
EZEi objadon, m t  B W  kusb ath wlda; 
dismiss stf~ (moreform@ 
+v+n/pmn+adv v+adv+n ,watch 'out for rblsth 1 (o1.w 'vvlltck for 

sblsth) to be quick to notice or be aware of lWawab'sth "downtoswtosblsthtosbop,4v 
sb,sth, especlel,y sWsth you 

waving your hand: We wailed while Rkhurd 
trouble: The smff w m  asked to w l c h  out for waved down a tart. o The wlim had set up a 
lowed hnkmh. 0 Watch out for thetrstrik; he 

~ * ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ e m ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ ~ -  muldmupeusallmtsof problems.2to beready 
t o m  sWsth new or interestmg: Watch out for a + V*"'Pmn+m 

new feature in nmi mrmnfh's magazine. 
look out for ublsth 

@v+adu+pmp + v+prep 
,watch ' M r  sblsth ( f o m r j  I to take WE of 

sblsth, by king near them; to protect or guard 
sblsth: The child needed lo k uraldred wer 24 
hours a @ o He believed his mother wm still 
watching o w  him, ewn though she had died 
when he U K ~ S  very young. protect sWsth 
(morefomb2 to watchsblsthcarefully to make 
sure that everything is done or happens cor- 
rectly: There rs a commitlee to m t c h  o w  each 
dflemt arm qf government policy. aups~ 
vlse ablsth (mom formi') 
l5ll Watch over sblsth can be used in the pas- 
sive: Idon't ltke being w a 1 F M m  like a child 
Qv+prep 

,water sth 'dom 1 to make a liquid weaker by 
adding water The bsm had hen ma&& &wn 

h r  B3 dllute d h  (more form0 2 to 
change sth such as a qeec& a piece of writin& 
etc. ta make it lessstrongandless llkelytooffend 
people: The ffittclsms had k e n  wnlered down to 
aoord grunng @m. Em pmposal EX) dl lw 
sth (mrefornan0 

,wave sb 'offto wawgaodbye toabas theyleave: 
I waved the chlMrm off lo s c h d  and went back 
imrde. 
4 v + n l p m + a d v  v+&+n 

,wave *lath 'on to dgnd to sWth to go for- 
wards, by wavbng your hand or arm: The poiice 
w u e d  the hewW on, o We stopped, but t k  mb 
drruer mwd us on. 
&v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,wave sblsth 'thmugh; ,ww s b M h  
'thmugh sth to signal to sb to continue for- 
wards through a gate or a barrier, by waving 
your hand or  arm: The mld~rgave us back our 
p2Ssp3re.5 and waw us through. 
Qv+dpron+a& v+adv+n + v+n/pmn+prep 

wean twin! 

be ' w a n d  am ~ t h  to have learnea about or 
experienced 9th h m  m early age: I wcrs w n e d  
on a regukrdacf H o I C y W  fa- 
gbe+v+prep 

Wean sblyoursel 6ffmOm sth to make 
sWy~UrSelf gradually stop doing 8th oruslngsth 
that is bad or harmful: The AospilaI managed to 
lwan her off the d ~ .  o The pntch enables 
mkem to wwrn t h 1 u e p  o r  c i g a m  wry 

gruldually o It can k aimmly d w u l t  do lwan arp& allwrys ssern to -out quick& o I wore 
childrm o f f j u n b w  out two paiff of bwls on the wuIiirw trip o (fig- 
+ v + n / m + p r e p  wxrtrw) Hmptiemflnnlly wore out. 

+v+sdv *v+advtn *v+rdpmn+adv 
Wear /wea(r);AmE werl khm wola ,mrn 'out badly damaged and no longer 

Iw3:(rllworn 1wa:n:AmEw~~nl)  useful because it has been used a lot: mrnirut  . ., . 
clothes/quipm%nl 

, w r  a'waY Iw-E if time away, it + see ah w o R ~  OUT at SSfiOu RSELP OUT 
passea very s h l y :  The @ermn um wring (,,,, STHI 
awy. 
m P W b Y  
6 v+adv 

,wear a'way ,war sth a'- to become, or to 
make sth become thinner, smoother, etc by con- 
tinually uslng or rubblng it: Thepiclum on the 
win had m r n  amy.  o The slaps hnd been Wrn 
away by thelet@ FhO~ndsof  visrtors 
&v+adv+ v+adv+n *v+pmn+adv+ 

v + n + adv(mm) 

,war  a'way at sbmth to slowly and gradually 
make sth thinner or  smmther: rr drop of wrrler 
wmring awoy at a stone o (fgurabiw) Slm can 
maratmy atyour abiligtoIhinkstmighL 
EGl stone E3 d e  sth ( m w f o r m n  
Qvtadv+prep 

,wear 'down: ,wear sth 'down to bewme or  to 
make sth become, gradually smaller, thinner, 
etc. by ccontinuoudY using or rubb~ng it: The 
tym had worn right dowa. o The path hQs ken 
worn down inplaces lo barerock. 
&v+mcb 0 v+adv*n v+nlpmn+& 

,wear sbl~th ' d m  to make 8Wsth weaker or 
less d c t e m ~ d ,  esgedaZly by oonthuously 

,wear sb/yourself 'out {with sth) to make 
sblyourself extremely tired: It's m g d  m r l n g  
yourself out by working so la&. o The kids haw 
worn me out today. 
m tire sb out; WMIIS~ ~ b ( m o w f o r m a n  
Q Y + nlpmn + sdv 

,worn "nut udj [not usually before nwnl 
extremely tired: I went 0 bedfeeling lvorn out 

the bug w k .  o YOU b k  w r n  u u t ! ~  He 
dieda luornou! man o m m e  by the injwi&es of 
[Ve. 
3 $?#?ah WORN OUT at WEAR OUT, WEAR STH OUT 

'weary of sbtsth; 'weary of dolng nth (liter- 
ary) to lose your interest in or enthusiasm for 
sblsth As rhedny wen! on, tus wried of iRe long 
] O U ? q t  

IEE) tlm d sblsth, Hm d do1yl .(h (less 
formar) 
e v + prep 

attacking or  putting pressure on themlit over a 
period of time: Commt ly  being critic.&& 'ou~; ,WBBSOI 'old Of sth ( i M m l ,  

mrjw her down. -r dourn sb's m t m  di=ppmuiw, @peciaIAmmE) to avoid keeping a 
resisSance 

promlse, doing your du& etc: Whnl I did was 

Em grlndsbdorm 
wrong and PshouId bepunishd, I7n not going to 

@ ~ t a d v + ~ + v + p m n + a d v + ~ + n + a d v ( r a r e )  ~ ' ~ a n d - l o u t . o H e ~ t r ~ i n g t o j i g u ~ o u ~ a  
,wear sth '1. ma to wear WS. or s b s  for a ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ + O ~ ~ {  fE:ml. 

short ~eriod of time until they W m e  comfort- 
able: T h m  booes - so tW didn't weed lwi:d, .. - - 
need td k rwrn in at all. - - .  , 

bob, shoes m k  rlh In tweed sblsth ' ad  to remove or get rid of s b M h  
ev+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n that you do not want from a w u p  of people or 

,weer 'off if a feeung or off, it things: a plan intended to weed out POW teachers 

gradually dhp-: T?M of the m i h e  0 weak o r s i c k a ~ ~ ~ l s  .wddou!. 
slowly u o r e f l o  Chrldren love new log$, but the * v + & + ~  v+ nl~mn+sdv 

muelry swn rwon ofl 
Qv+adu welgh 1we1t 

,wear 'on(wrltten)whemtime w e a r s o a , i t w s  ,weigh a'galnst sbrsth (Sormal) tomakesbless 
In a way that seems s1ow:As the evening m m  on, likely to achlcve sth or to be successrul: T h w  
she became moreand more nervous. tho! he's hadfiw jobs in two gears will wrgh 
+v+adu wornst his application. 

,wear b m t :  , m r  sth 'odtobewme,ortomake awlnst sb 

sth become, thin or no longer able to be used, @ '+PmP 

usually teause it has been used too much: Our 



,wfgh sth awgainst sth to considerthe import- Italy this yeat: o It's i m m t  m migh  up all 
ance or  the advantages of sth compared to sth possdbkmursa~of action. 
else: Potential ben&is need to belwighedagainsl g v + adv + n + v + pmn + adv + v + n + adv (mm) 
theobvious risks. ' ~ i g h  Upon s b t h  =WEIGH ON SBISTH 
E B  a& sth against sth 

v + nlpron + prep weight /wert/ 
sb 'down (wfth ah) to make sb feel anx- 

ious or depressed: The rnwn.sibi[[&s of thejob 8th 'down (m ah) to add a weight to 
are weighing her down, H~ wighd down $th " that f t fwls  very heavy, bends down, sznks, 
with Brief etc. Themnoas sheet was~wigh&d down toston it 
="weigh sb down is often used in the 
pas~ive. 
+v+adv+n + v+pron+adw v + n + a b r ( m )  

,weigh sbMh 'down (m 8th) to put a heavy 
welght on sWsth so that it is difficult for them to  
move easily: We were weigh.& down with Lmgs of 
s h o ~ ~ f n g .  o The smw was weighing down the 
branches of thefir trees. 
,8Y", tarden sb (with ah) 
-Weigh sb down is often used in the 

blowmng rrruay. o MymkeLs &re wekhled ddwn 
wrth Iotsof smallmins. 
EEW3Weight sth down i s  often used in the 
passive 
6 v+adv+n * v+pmn+adv + v+n+adv(mm) 

welch /welv, we1$/ 

"feh on s h t h  =WELSH ON SB~STH 

weld l ~ i a t  
pass~ve. ,weld sblsth 'Into 8th; ,weld sb/ah 

vt adv+n v+vmn+adv v+n+adv(mm) to'gdher to unite sblsth into effective 
,weigh 'In 1 (at ah) to have your weight meas- whole: ThemgerhusweI&thepfoyem into a 

urcd,epecially beforearace, acornpetition, etc: strong Zeam. o The crisis helped to weld the mm- 
Both boxers wethed in a t  several pounds k low munrty togethet 
their Urnit. o Baby SaRn uwrghed in a t  4 klbs. 2 Q v + nbmn + pmp + v+ nlpmn + a& 
(with sth) (Wormal) to join in a discussion, an 
armment, etc. by sayingsth important or  doing well {well 
sth to help: We ail miuhed 

with W f u i  ,usll .up .l Pa liquid un rk to the sUr- suggestions. + 1 v+adv faceand starts to flow: Tears wedledup inhiswes. 
2v+adw r v+adv+=h o ~pois of blood began to WZI up on her skin. 2 

b ,wslgbln n the occasion when the weight of a IlnAnslde sb) if an emotion wells up. you start to 
sports such as a boxer is measured just feel it very strongly: Shefelt anger mlling up 
before a fight, a racece etc: The EAnmpion orriM 
fiuemlnutes latefor the muh-in &v+adv 

'welgh on sbrsth ( a h  "Iyh m sbblsth mow 
JorrrmO to make sbfeel worrred or  depressed; to 
bc a dificult duty or  task for sblsth: Therespomi- 
bilities are clearly weighig k v i l y  on his 
shoulders. o The d b t  burden weighs heaualy on 
thegouernmnt. 

burden sblsth 
Q V + P ~ P  

,weigh sth 'out to measure a quantity of sth by 
weight. Weigh out all the kgmiients  kforeyou 
start making themke. 
+v+adv+n + v + m + a d v  v+n+arhr(mre) 

,weigh sb 'up to form an opinion of sb by watch- 
ing them or  talking to them: She M a t  him, 
rwtghing him up. o The two women, werpkedmch 
other up for ofem moments, o He's cerminfv got 
Jefl werghed un 
+v+adv+n r v+pmn+a& v + n + a d v ( m )  

,wigh sth 'Up (against ah) to think carefully 
about a situation before you dedde what to do: I 
wrgM up the pros and cuns (= the advantages 
and disadvantages) of giving up my joh o We 
have to wigA up whether we can afford a tr ip to 

welS h lweljj (also welch) 

'welsh on sblsth (hformI, dhppmuing)tonot 
do 8th that you have p m i w d  to do, for example 
to not pay money that you owe a person: 'I'm not 
in thehabitof we6shingondmls,'saidwn 
b v * ore0 

whale /wed/ 

'whale lnt- sb ( A M ,  Worman to attack sb 
by h~t t ing them againand againwith great force: 
Jo really whaled on Sleue and urns surprised fw 
was still standdng a&&. o I rvasso a m  I 
simp@ whaled into him. o mumlive)  S k  
whaled inlo mefor Wng hteogain. 
4 v * prep 

wheel 
,wheel a'round: ,wheel sbMh a'round (BE 

also .whwrl 'mund, ,wheel sWsth 'round) (liter- 
ary) to turn around very quickly to face the 
opposite direction; to make sblsth do this: I 
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h l l e d a m u n d  50 scraamat Mlles. o He wheeled whittling away their s u v i n g ~  o Our (= in a 
his horsemundand sbnWfor home. sportsmm~ition. for example) was beinggmd- 
E% spin around, spin SWSM amund unlb whi t td  @ m y .  
A u + n d v  r v+nlnmn+a& @v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+adu 
X ' -- 7 - - -  

,wheel smth 'out WE, i @ m l )  to produce ,whittle ab/sth ' d m  to reducethesizeornum- 
sblsth and use them to help you do sth, wen ber of sblsth gradually: T h g o w r m ' s m 1 o r -  
though they have offen 'been used before: Ha ityhesbeen whitfIeddowntoeighL 
wheels out the same old clrguments every time he IEE) reduce sWsth 
makes a speech o The company wheeledoursom Q v + adv + n 4 v + nlpron +adv 
bigguns (= very important people) lo hunch KW 
new C(EK 

* v + n l p ~ n + a d ~  v+adv+n 

,while sth a'way if you while may  a period of 
tlme, you spend it in a pleasant, lazy way: Them 
were plenty of c@Z- in which to while a m y  a 
pleasant evening. o We whiled away t h  time at 
theairport rwdingmagazines. 
+v*adv+n + v+pmn+adv 4 v+n+sdv(mml 

,whip dh  'out; ,whip sth 'out of sth to take 
sthout quicklyand suddenly: He whippdout his 
mmem and sfurted lakingpholos. 
&v+nlpron+adv * v+adw+n 

v+ dpmn + a&+ prep 
,whip 'through sth (Wiormao to do sth very 

quickly: She tuhi& through the mutinepaw- 
wrk. * v + prep 

,whip sb~sth 'up to deliberately make sb feel 
strong emotions or  get excited about or inter- 
ested in 9th: The studloaudiellce u m  whtpwd up 
into afrenzy, o Trhey 're hying to whtp up support 
for tkzr  candidate. 
ESTi crowd, support, reslshnca nmrO .Hr Msth 
up; rouse sblsth (mowformab) 
~ v + n l p r o n + a d v  v+adv+n 

,whip 5th 'up 1 to prepare a meal or  some food 
very quickly: J mn m i &  whip up an omelette. 
Isr*, put sth together; thmw sth bogether 
(nqhrmnt) 2 if the wind whim up dust, waves, 
etc. it makes itnhem rise quickly: The t u r d  
whippped up thesand ingust?.. EEZlwlnd 
6 wtadv+n *v+pmn+advr  v+n+adu(EesP@- 

qwnt) 

whisk Iwlskl 

,whlrt s h t h  a'wayroff to m o v e  sblsth fmm 
a place very quickly: The greskht whisked 
away by his Myguards .  o Thefaod was whkked 
away &@re we hadfinshad. 
Qv+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

whittle I ' ~ I  
,whittle sth a'way to gradually reduce the slze, 

importance or  value of sth: I m t w n  hm k n  

'through sth to do. read sth, etc, very 
quickly: She whizz& through the herk and w 
$nisRed Lyfore lunch. 
Ov+prep  

,whoop It up ( w o m k )  1 to enjoy yourself in a 
noisy and excited way: I"ve been d i n g  h r d  
while you'w been luhmping tt up in Berlin. 2 
(AmE) to try to make p?op1e excited or  enthusi- 
asticabout sbfsth 
BEY IivQltup 

Whoop itupmnnotbe used lnthe passive. + u+lt+adv 

wig ,w/ 
,wig 'out; ,wig ub 'out ( A d ,  slang) to become, 

or tomake sb, veryexcited orveryanxiousabout 
6th; to go, or to make sb, crw oRen 88 a result of 
the &ect of c h g s  
+v+adv + v+dpmn+& 

,wimp 'out (on sMth) ( I ~ l ,  dfmpprwriw) 
to decide not to do sth you had intended to do 
k c a m  you are toofrlghtened: Didyou wimpout 
on any of the hetsstsPoDave wimped out and 
~ & l o d i v e o ~ t h e l o p b o n m t .  
IEO bottle out, bottle out of sth, b& out of 
doing sth; chlcken out, chlcken out of Slh, 
chicken out of dolng sth 
Qv+adv 

win 1-1 ( W I M I ~ ~ ,  -, I W A ~ I )  

,dn  sblsth 'back to get again by your own 
efforts sblsth that you had before: Ihr  hoping to 
minbeckmyplao?inrheteammn,oJ&hd 
tried elwrything to win Martha k k .  o You do 
h w n  cham to win your m o w  back. 
+v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,win 'out (over sW$th) (informan if sth w I n s  oat, 
~t i s  stronger or  more successftd than other 
things: I! Is notclaar if yhearchaeologisFs will win 
out over the buildeAandsclvethetempk. 
,srw, prevail (more formal) 
@v+adv 
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,win sb ' w e r ( B r E a h , w l n  =b 'mund)ltoah).%o 
gain sb's support or approvaI. espec~aUy by per- 
suading them that you are right. My dad's 
againstthe ~dw,butI'msvreIcan win hlmove~ o 
Jenny 'sparents weremn won over by Anthony's 
easy charm. 
W bring sb roundtmmund (to 8th) 
@ v+nlpron+adv r v+adv+n 

,wJn 'through to A n a l l y s u M a f t e r ~ g w r y  
hard: Wearefaced witha Iotof problembut we'll 
win through in the end. o U n i w  won through to 
thefino1 in an acrtfnggmne. 
@v+adv 

wind {warndl (wound, wound lwaundl). 

,wfnd 'down 1 to rekx, after a period of stress or 
excitement: It takes o whik for me to wind down 
qfkr w r k .  EYB unwlnd 2 if a machine winds 
down, it goes sIowly and then stops: TheoIdclack 
had wound right dotun. 3 if a business winds 
down, it gradually reduces the amount of work 
it does until it closes completely: N a f  week the 
mill winds down for0 summer b m k .  
(bv+adv 

,wind sth 'down 1 to bring a business or an 
activlw gradually to an end over a perid of 
time: The g o w r m t  is winding down its 
nucIearprogmmme. E T  bmlness, pmgrarnma 
Isr*l. mduce sth EEB expand 5th 2 to make the 
window of car open and KO downwards bv mov- 

,wind sb 'up (Em, irITorrno0 1 to deliberately 
make sb very angry or annoyed: Areycru deliber- 
ately winding me up? o I m r e  them. Thq'm just 
trying tu wind you up. EE) annoy sb (more for- 
ma0 2 ta tell sb 6th that is not true in order to 
make a joke: Come OR it,you're windrng me up! 
Bl3  tease sb 
ev+nlpron+a& + v+&+n 
b 'wInd-up n ( B E ,  inforrnl) sth that sb says or 
does in order to annoy sb or to make a joke: It 
sounded so crazy I thought it luas o wind-up. 

,wlnd 8th 'up 1 to close a business, a company, 
etc: The mmpaw was w u n d  up lasr pa,: @g 
burlneas, company 2 to close a car window, 
mak~ng it move upwards, by turning a handle, 
presslng a button, etc: I mund up the window 
ond locked thedwr: EEZl car wlndow wind 
sth down 
@ v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adv 
b ,wlndinWoup n the act of officially closbg a 
business, a company, etc: a voluntlr~ uinding-up 
of the mmmny o a ~uindlng-up ordertptiition 

'wink at sth to pretend that you have not noticed 
sth, especially sth bad or illegal: The authorities 
havechosen m wink at the illegal trade. 
~ V + P " P  

ing a handle, pushing a button, etc: She hund  
down the driver's window and mlkd to him. 
car wlndow IER) open sth EEB wlnd sth up 
+v+nlpron+adv r v+adv+n 

,whd 'up; ,wlnd 'up dalng sth (infoman to 
find yourself alter a long ttme m a particular 
place or situat~on: I always mid she muld  wind 
up injail. o BiII wound up mrryimg thegirl next 
doorlor ha isn't more careful, he'll wind trp 

dwd. 
LavsO end up, end up dolng sth flnish up, flnlsh 
up doing 8th 

In this meaning, wind up is nearly always 
uspd with ellher an adjective, a phrase beg~n- 
nmi: with a prepmition, or doing sih. 
Q v+adv 

,Wind 'up; ,wind sth 'up 1 tobringsthsuchasa 
speech, a meeting or a discussion to an end: 
B&reIwindup,l'd lik~tomkeonefimIpoint. o 
If rw all a~ree. kt's wind up the dkussbn .  2 to 
make sth mechanical wark by turning a handle 
several times: Does this clock have o b a t w  or 
does it wind up9 o This is a g m t  Iittk my. You 
just wind i t  w andoff i igm! 
4 v+adv r r+adv+n + v+nlprcm+adu 
b 'wlntl.up adj [only before noun] a wind-up 
mechanism is one that you operate by turning a 
handle several times: a wind-up tIackmy 

,winkle s h t h  'od; ,winkle shsth 'out of 
Sth (Rr.57 toget sblsthout of somewhere slowly 
and with dimculty: The bird uses its sharp beak 
to winkle insects out of tree tmnb, o The termr- 
isLs hnue been wiinkkdout of their hidingplace. o 
Lerla hod k n  workinl: in thelibmryalithe Lwek, 
so wesent Tim lo wrnkIeherout, 
Q v + nlpron + adr r v+ sdv+ n + 

v+nlpron+adv+pmp 
,winkle sth 'out ,wln kle 5th 'out of sb ( B ~ E )  

to get 5th such as information, mone): etc. from 
sb wrth difficulty: She's v e r y g d a t  winhlmgout 
secrets o He wouldn't teli you? Don? worry, I'll 
winkle itoutof him. 
@v+nlpmn+adv * v+adv+n + 

v+ rdpmn + adv + prep 

,wipe sth a'way to move sth, such as dirt or 
tears, w~th a cloth or your hand: Wpe away mud 
splashes with a tuetchth. o He wiped away a tear: 
FZlI tear 
Qv+adv+n + v+nlpron+adv 

,Wipe sth 'down to cleanasurface with a cloth: 
I'll just wipe the tobk down hJom you put your 
books I here. 
@v+ntpmn+adw + v+adv+n 

ppe sth '&,,wipe sth 'ofi I h l  toremove 
sthfrorna swfacew~th acloth: M ~ q f f a a y  Swr- 
pius glue with a rag wore it dries. o Tam hrrd 
mMulIy wipd hkfingerprinboff theglass 2 to 
remove sth that has been recorded on a tape or a 
videotape: He wiped theconversation fl h M p .  
3 to reduce the value of sth, especially shares: 
m r S 5  billion was wipedofJ'sham vaiuesluorId- 
wide today. 
Q v+ ntpron + adv + v +adv + n + v +nlpron + prep 

rw iw  'out (on a h )  (hformcrl, espeinl¶y AmE, 
spof l  to fall or crash in a sport, especially lo fall 
from a hard (a swthard) when you are siding 
the waves: I mughl o huge wave but then rut@ 
out on the mat. 
@v+adv 
b 'wlpe-out n (WOrmal, mpeckzlly AmE, sport) a 
fall or a crash, especially a fall from a board la 
su-) when you are tiding on waves: I had 
so many bad wipwrrts whik I was learning lo 

surf 
rwlpe sb 'Out 1 (ln@rmal) to defeat sb easily in a 

sportscomwtition: The Welsh side was wipdout 
24-3. 2 (informal, osp~chlly Amm to make sb 
vcry tired: All lhnt rmuelling wi@ her out. 3 
(slung) to murder sb 
ev+nlpron+adv + v*adv+n 
b ,wl@ 'out odj inat before noun] (imrma0 
very tired 

:wlw sbtsth 'out to kill large numbers of people 
or animals: The whole vrlhge rn wipd  out by 
t h e f l d .  o Pollution Ras wipLd out hull the s p  
cies affrsh in the riwr 
W Wipe sbisth out is often used in the 
passive 
Qv+adv+n * v+nlpmn+adv 

',wipe 8th 'out 1 to deslmy 8th completely: The 
d m e  has been virtuafly wiped out. o The EOP 
ernmentis wing tu wipeoutdrugmming.  EZl 
memory 2 to remove information from a wm- 
puter, writing from a hard, etc: The virus muId 
wipe out yuw hard dwk. o (figumtiw) I'll never 
k able to w w  out the memory of that dax !EEl 
dlseass 3 to r e m m  or deal with a debt com- 
pletely: He sacured a loan to wipe out the club b 
dehb. o T h i r  lead wus wiped out (= destmyed) 
by four goals h len minutfs o Thisyar's losm 
haw w i p d  out lnsr war's profits. ESd pmRts, 
debts 

. Qv+adv+n r+nlpmn+adv 

,wipe 'up; , w l p  sth 'up (EWE, IrtfimnuD to dry 
dishes witha cloth: You wash and I'll wlpeup. 

dry up, dry 8 f i  up; dry. dry sth 
+v+adv + v+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

,wipe 8th 'up to clean a substance+ especially a 
liquid, fmm a surface with a cloth: Keep a cloth 
handy lv Wlp? upany mess" 
Qv+adv+n v+dpmn+& 

wire pwam(r)/ 

,wire s W h  'up (to sth) ta connect swath to a 
piece of electrical equipment by vsw electrical 
wires: You will be wired up to a machine whkh 
wi l l rew~gowhmrtbwt .  o Thepolicesugge.Tred 
I should k wired up (= to rewrd the conversa- 
tion) before I met the dealer 0 The h n $ k  iwtru- 
menls were all wlrad up for sound. o The 
microphone M n ' t  been w i d  uppmperI$ 

Wire sblsth up isoffen used in the passive. 
&v+adv+n v+dpmn+adv 

,wise 'up (to to) (irIfbrmal, ~ h l l y  A m  to 
understand sth better; to -me mare of the 
unpleasant truth about a situation: ISmp.Wm 
shuid wlse up h u t  how the i n d m  works. o 
Y o u & i o m t s e u ~ m d h e ~ ~ t h n t ~ 5 n e v w c w ~ -  
ing h c k .  o Wise up! Try and see herfor what she 
really rs. o You d a, wise up to how serious this 
situatwm is. 
&v+adv 

,wish s h t h  a'way to i r y  to & rid of 8th by 
wishing it did not exist; towish thatsb was some- 
where else: T M  mmplimtwm mn't jusl h 
w~shed aumx you know. o Don't wish your lire 
away (= said to sb who spends a lot of time look- 
ing forward to sth that is gomg to happen in the 
ruture). 
@v+nlpmn+sdv + v+adr+n 

'wish sb/sth an sb (also 'wlrh swsth upon ab 
more forman (used tn negniive sen&-, e s p  
cia[& wzth wouIdn't) to hope very much that sth 
unpleasant will  happen to sb or that they w ~ l l  
have to deal with sb unpleasant: I loouMn't wrrrh 
thu p l i n  on my uroM m y .  o I wouldn't wLph 
my daughter on rrnyone of Ihe moment - she's 
ver)r dificull! 
+v+nlpmn+prep 

wither I~WIWT)! 

,wither a'way to W e  l e s  or &, e s w  
cially before d i s a p m  completely: All our 
hopesjust withe& away. o Thqv predkbd that 
the had schools wo~tld witheramy 
ev+athr  

wolf /wlf/ 

,wolf 'down (iqformao to eat ath very 
quickly, especially in large quantities: He mved 
down his b r w ~ m t a n d  rushed out of the how.  
,sr*, gobble sth d m t u p  

Wolf 9th is also sornetlmm used with this 
mean!nE wo(ling tea and MW 
+v+adv+n r v+nlpmn+adv 





work up ............... .................................................. 

,work 8th 'up 1 to gradually develop or increase 
sth untll you have enough: We jogged up the hill 
to w r k  up an appetite. o 1 mn'i w r k  up much 
enthwiasmfor5hlssubjmt. o S h m n  w r k d u p  
a s m f .  2 Ilnta 9th) to spend time and effort on a 
piece o f  work in order to unprove or complete it: 
The idw needs a bt 4f urorking up. o You wuId 
w r k  up thw idea intu a story o Some of the 
sketches were w r k d  up intopointings. 
+v+adv+n 4 v+n/pron+adv 

,work 'up to sth 1 to gradually prepare for and 
move towards sth that is more excfting or 
extreme: Hesmiedshwlyand worked up .to mn- 
ning fen mihs a day o The tension works up to a 
c!imm towords the end of thefilm 2 to prepare 
yourseIf to d o  sth difficult ar unpleasant: I 
haven'ttold himyef But I'mwork~nguplo rE.  IEQ 
bulld up(to sth) 
Q v adv + prep 

worm /w3:m; ~ n m ~ w r m {  

,worm your waymumelf 'Into sth (iMor- 
ma!, disappmurng) to gradually make sb like w 
trust you, m i a l l y  in order to gain an advan- 
tage for yourselt Somehow hemano@ io worm 
his way fnto hercorlfidence. 
EX confidence, affectlom. hw*t + v + nlpron + prep 

,worm sth 'out of sb (tnformal) to manage to 
obtain ~nformation from sb, offen by asklng 
them questions In a dever way for a long period 
of time. It took me days lo wrrn the heth out of 
myduught~r 
Q v + nlpron + adv + prep 

'worry at sth (oflen &in thepromsiw unm) 
1 if an anlmal such as a dog worries at sth, it 
holds it in its teeth and shakes it about: a dog 
wrrying at a bone o Ifigumtiue) She worried at 
the knot in the string (= with her fingers). 2 to 
thlnk or talk a lot about a problem and try to find 
a solution: He lay awuke all night, worrying at 
Yheproblem 
(B V + P ~ ~ P  

,wrap sth a'round abtsth 1BrE also .wrap sth 
'round sblstk) toput sthfirm1ymundsthlsb:He 
wmpped his arms tightly around my mlst. o A 
tong scarf was wrapped round her neck. 
Q v + nlpron + prep 

,Wrap 'up; ,wrap It 'up (slang) used to tell sb 
rudely to stop talklng and be quiet: Oh romp up 
and kt s o m e h d y e l s e ~ y  something! 
Qv+adv r v+rt+adv 

,wrap 'up (in dh),  ,wrap sb ' U P ( ~  sth), ,wrap 
yourself 'up (In nth) to put warm clothes, etc 
on yourseWsb: Wrap np warm - it's m l l y  cold 
outs& o l wmpped the twins up before iett~ng 
them go out. o We were aI1 we12 wmppw' up 
against the rueathet o r wrap& myser up 
against themld. 

bundle up, h n d b  sb up (la a h )  
e v + a d v  v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 

,wrap sth 'up 1 {In 8th) to cover sth in a layer d 
paper or other material, either to protect it ar 
because you are giving it to sb as a present: I 
wrapped the vase up in fissuepam o It look all 
the evening to wmp up the Irm' ChrIstmaspres- 
efta o Ifgurutiw) There's a simple e x p I n ~ t w ~  
wrap@ up in all tho* long wrds E?9 do sth 
up (In sth) W Wrap 8th is aften used with t h ~ s  
meaning. 2 tocompletesthinasatlsfactory way: 
Thedmus~ions should fw wrupped up by fii&y. 
o WdI. I Ihrnk Ihnt jusl about wmps  It up for 
m y .  
+v+nlpmn+sdv v+adu+n 
b 'mapup rn @speciadly AmEI 1 a short sum- 
mary of what has gone before, especially at the 
end of a news broadcast: And lo close, here is a 
wmpup of may's  deurrlopmts. 2 the Anal 
actions that complete sth: the wrapup of the 
cammrgn 

be ,wrapped 'up in s h t h  to be w involved in 
a person or an activity that yon do not notice 
other people ar what is happening around you: 
He wasso wrap@ up in his b w k  rhut he didn't 
n o t h  me leaving. o JulIa LS mrnp/eteIy tumpped 
up in her children. + be+v+adv+prep 

wrench /w~J/ 

,wrench sth '@ , m n c h  sth 'off sth to 
removesth from sth by force witha sl~ong twist- 
ing movement: The ttg of the rope m r l y  
wremhed my arm OR 0 He wwnched thepinure 
off  Ehe walland threw it to theground. 
+v+ri/pron+adv v+adv+n + v+nIpmn+prep 

'wrest f h from sb,sth V-0 1 to take sth 
such as power or control fhom sWsth with great 
effort: Therebelstried lo wrest controlof the town 
fmrngwernment&rces, 2 to take 6th h m  sb that 
they d o  not want to glve, s u d d d y  or violently: 
The o&?m m w e d  lo wrest the gunlrom his 
g m p .  + v + nlpron + prep 

wrestle I ' W S ~ I  

Wrestle d h  sth tomggletodedwith sthdif- 
ficult: Farmers are wrestling with the problem of 
the wet weathet o He spent several mare weeks 

wrestling with his mtlscimm and the?& finally 
decIded lo resign. o He wreslk-d with the reins as 
rhe horsegaIlo& towards the cliff edge. 
m grapple wlth nth + v+ adv + prep 

wriggle ~ n g l l  

,wriggle 'out of sth; ,wiggle ' a t  of doing 
sth (snfbrmao to avoid doing sth unpleasant or 
sth that you do not want to do by  making clever 
excuses: i% wriggle out of yaur mponsibililies o 
I've got on apmrnhnenl I can't wrig[e out of o 
W n ' t  let Tom wrrg~le out oJ helpingyou. 
+v+adv+prep 

,'wring ~ t h  frwn &=WRING STH OUT O F ~ F R O M  SB 

,wring sth 'out to remove water or other liquid 
from R cloth, etc. b y  twisting it tightly and 
squeezing it: Rinsethecloth and wring ri out loell. 
o My clofhos got so wet I could wring the water 
out ' 
gv+nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 

W n g  sth o d  oftfrom sb toobtain sth h m  sb 
w ~ t h  difficulty, especially by putting pressure on 
them. She eumtuully wrung an apology out of 
him. o A  few concessions ~vere wrung from the 
government. 
&P v + nlpmn + prep 

Write part/ (mote /raut/wmtsn I'rrtnl) 
,write 9-y (W sb) (for sth) = WRl'lT OFF~AWAY I 

wroteawy lo the compunyfora~sampie. 
,write 'back (to 5b)to write in reply to sb's letter: 

Iwroteandamhgized but henever wro& h c b .  0 
The school wrote back to me saying that all the 
m u m s  rwre full. 
Qv+& 

,write sth W n  Ilnlon sth) 1 to write sth on 
paper so that you do not forget it: I wmle her 
address down in my notebook, o Them is a hand- 
out so you tmdn't write all thts down. take 
sth down 2 (b ines s )  to M u c e  the value o f  
whata company owns when stating It in the com- 
pany's accounts: A12 s i ~ k  over six months o[d 
was written down lo 50%. 
@v+rdpmn+adv r v+adv+n 
b 'wrltwbwn n ( b w i m )  a reduction in the 
value of what a company owns, etc. 

,write 'in (to sbEsth) to write a letter to an organ- 
ization to state an opinion or to ask a question: 
Wn'te in lo the pmgromme and tef1 w your own 
opinion on this. o 5W viewers wrote in lo mm- 
phin a b u t  theadvertisement. 
Q v+adv 

,write a m  'In (Amh') to add an extm name toa 
llst o f  candidates in an election so that you can 
vote for them: She wrote C a m  irn on the bdlol 

paper o Workem were hnlading out s c ~ ~ ~ k  bal- 
lots with their didale 's  name written in. 
ev+nlpmn+adv v+sdv+n 
b 'mfteln LIClj (AmEj a vote Eor sb who ts not an 
official candidate In an election, in which you 
write the~r name on your voting paper: Heqlmli- 
j kd  us o write-in in 15 stoies. o a write-in mndr- 
dolelwre 

,write sbrsth 'In: ,mlQ sbEsth 'Into sth to 
add a character or a scene to a play, a W r n w i e ,  
a regular series, etc: Why drd you write t&pIoM 
crash ~ n ? o  18 was ihefird time a disabLed child 
had been rmim into a T V m p  o He wmle him- 
wlf info the hfstorgbwks by becoming thefirst 
player to win thedmmp~altshrpfive t i w .  
)o wdte sblsth out, WMe sblsth out of sth + v + nlpion + adv + v +  adv+ n v + nlpron + prep 

,write sth 'In; ,write 8th 'Into sth to include 
sth such as a special rule ora condition inadocu- 
ment, a contract, an agreement etc: A M Y  uisid 
lo Imlh familk? wrrs written into their w r l o g e  
mntruci. 
+v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n r v + n l p r o n + m  

,write 'offla'way (to sb) (for &I) to write to an 
organization or acornpanx asking them to end 
you sth: She wroteoff toan wenq f i r  adulce. 
EX3 &end off ( f o r ~ t h ) . s d  away (forsth) 
6 v+adv 

,write s h t h  'off (as 8th) to consider that sWsth 
is a milure or not important: Don't m f t e a h n  off  
trm m n  - he may surprise you! o I wm& of f  my 
symptom as tiredness. 
@v+nlpmn+adv + v+adv+n 
b M a o f f  n [sing.]; Einfirmal) a failure: s time 
when you do not achieve anything: Todrry has 
$een a wrimff  asfaras w r k  ismncerd. 
3 seealso WRITE-OFF at WRITE STH OFF 

,write sth 'off1 (business) to canoela debt: tom- 
ognm that sth is a fa~lure, has no d u e ,  etc: All 
ouEslanding Third World debts should now h 
witten o f l 2  (BrE) to damage a vehicle rn badly 
that i t  is not worth spending money to repair lt: 
That 'sthethirdcark's wsrttenoff thisyear 
Qv*n/pmn+adv r v+adv+n 
t M e - n f l  n 1 (business) an act of cancelling a 
debt and accepting that it will never be paid: a 
f4.9 brll~on debt write-off 2 (BrE, inform0 a 
vehicle that is so badly darnaged that it is not 
considered worth repairing: Thgr d wilh 
minor injuries but the van masa write-od 
-B $&?ah WRITE-OFF Bt WRITE S B ~ S T H  OFF (AS STH) 

,mlW shsih 'oUt, ,write sksth 'out of sth 
to remove a character, a scene, etc. h m  a p l a ~  a 
filmhnw I@, aregular series, etc: Hegot bored and 
asked to be writik-n out of the s@rks. o The censor 
demanded lhnl the mne k wrrtiun out. 
&%3 h e  sb/sth In,wrltm sblsth Into sth 
Qv+dpmn+ah. + v+actv+n 

v + nlpron +adv + prep 
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,write sth 'OM to write sth on p a w  c l m 1 ~ 1  
including all the details: Use symbols and abbre- 
viations ~llsdwdof writiw thin$s out in full. 0 I 
wrote our t h e m  in my best handrmlt@, o 1 
watched hrm wrile out a chequeforfive Ihomnd 
mundsfor her 
EW3 In informal spoken language wrlte sb out 
6th IS also used: He wroteheroul acheqrre. 
+v+adv+n + r+nlpmn+adv 

,mite Ska 'up WmEj to repart sb in writing 
because they have done sth illegal: He wrote me 
up for r!legaZ~rkiw. 
ev+nlpron+a& h, v+adv+n 

,write Sth 'Up 1 to write sth in a complete and 
final form, especially h r n  notes that you have 
made: She writes her k t u m  mtes up mry n ~ h t  
befort go* out. BBi notns, research, tlaperi- 
ment 2 to write a rw~ew of a play, a concert, a 
book, etc. for a newspaper or magazine. She 
wmfethe movie up Inglowing terms. 
&v*nlpron+adv + v+adv+n 
b 'wrfte-up nareview of awncert, a plag: abwg 
etc. in a newspaper or magazine: Thecvnwtgot 
a good w r i t ~ u p  in all the papers. 

yank n = ~ k ~  

'yank at ath to pull at ath hard and quickly: 
Somneyankedat my hair * v + prep 

,yank sth 'oft ,yank sth 'M sth toremowsth 
by pullingit quickly and hard: Heyankdog his 
s b .  o Sheyankad the lidoff the #in. 
@ v+ adv+ n * v + nlpron + adv 4 v + nlpmn+ prep 

,yank sblsth 'out; ,yank s M h  'od  d sth 
(rnfnrmfi to remove sWsth from somewhere by 
pulling hard and quickly: He was yanked out of 
the h o w  and bundIed !nlo a car 
Q v + nlpmn + adv 4 v + nlpm +a& + prep 

'yearn for a b t h  (litmmy) to want sblsth very 
much. especially when this is difficult to get: 
Mraymrned fora child. 

long for sWsth 
e v + prep 

,yeif 'out; ,yell sth 'out toauddenly shout 8th in 
a loud voice: She was yelling out in Wmt: o He 
yeliedout thenamesof #he winners. 
+v+adv * v+arhr+n + v+nlpron+adv + 

v + a& + speech 

yield ~jvldr 

'ylebd to sth ( fo rm0 to be replaced by sth: 
Barges yieldad lo rmd vehiclesfor Itonrportlng 
goods. 
ev+prep  

'yield sth 'up (formal) 1 to allow sb else to take 
sth that you own and feel b very important for 
you: H~SUIOW he ulouId neveryield up the~ylstkto 
f k  EngI~sh. 2 to reveal sth that has been hidden: 
A thororrgh search of tksiteyieIded up only afew 
ancien2corm. 
&v+adv+n + v+nlpmn+adu 



GUIDE t o  the PAK1 ILCtb I 
ZerO I'marau; A&'-, 'zk-j (-, m b  

ing, zeroed, zumed) 

,zero 'In on sb/s?h 4 to aim weapons at s b t h :  
Thw rewed in on the Drget. o (figurative) Chre 
z e d  in on Cmig (= went to talk to him) as soon 
as he enlend the m m .  2 to 5x all your attention 
on sblsth: Wasting no Eimp she z e d  in on the 
main lopic. 
Q v +  adv + prep 

zip 'through Sth to do, reas, etc, sth very 
quickly: Couid you zip through my remri an$ 
chmk it 3 OK? 

v+prep 
,tlp 'up: @p sbmth 'up to be fastened with a 

zlphipper I= a dwice consisting of two raws of 
metal or plastic teeth that you can pull together 
or pull apart); tofasten sth with a zlpl'ripper: The 
sku; zips up at the side. o Will you zip me up (= 
my dress), pIwse? o ImnY Pip myjacket up! 
Qv+adv 4 v+nlpmn+adv v+adv+n 
b 'zlpup d j  [only before noun] fastened with a 
ziplzipw azipup jacket 

,zone h 'off (fw ah) to keep an area of land to 
be u s d  for a a i n r l a r  purpcse: The cfw c@nlrp 
has beenzoned off forWtr ions .  
e v + a d v + n  + v+nlpmn+adv 

pDne 'OM IAlplE, slang) to stop thinking or 
noticingwhat is going on around you:Relaxyour 
rn&> take a deep btmfh, and mne outfor a 
while. 
,8'N, spmca out, sb outfshng) 
O v + a d v  
b 'zoneout n a time when you stop UlJnking or 
noticing what is goingon amund you 
b ,zoned 'out udj ( A d ,  lnforrnak) unable to 
think or to notice what is going on amund you 
because of the effects of drug or ~ I c D ~ o ~  

zonk but; wnk sb 'out (shng, esperinlb 
Am@ to fall asleep, become unconscious or 
unable to think, either becaw you are very 
tired or because of the erwts  of d r u s  or 
alcohol; to make sb do this: He zonked out aJter 
the b g m  o Iluual~yronkoutaboutIlpm. 
&v+adv  v+dwn+adv  
b ,wnked 'out adj (slnng, esparialb AmE) sleep 
ing, unconscious, or unable to think. especially 
from the efFects af drugs or alcohol: Ifee! totally 
zonked out after thednv's 4. 

,zmm 'inrout (on sblsth) If a camera zooms 
iwout, it shows the objed that is being photo- 
graphed h r n  closerKurther aww by using a 
spectallens (a mom lens): The w m  zwmedin 
on her beautiful eyes. 
+v+adv 

,zoom 'off (W-0 to hurry may: He jumwd 
into his car andzoomedofl 
@v+adw 

Introduction 
This Guide deals with the main categories of meaning of the particles that occur most 
frequently in the verbs In this dictionary. Knowing something about the different 
meanlngs of particle can help you learn and understand how phrasal verbs or 
combinations of verbs and particles are formed and help you understand new ones 
when you meet them. 

When you look at verbs used with a particular particle, you can see that one particle 
can have several different meanings. The most obvious starting point is the basic or 
ltteral meaning of the particle since thls often combines with verbs to  produce a 
meaning that you can eas~ly recognize. For example, the basic meaning of the particle 
down invotvm movement from a higher posltlon to a lower position. It can be used 

in combination with a verb as a preposition: 'He climbed down the mountoin.', or as 
an adverb: ' Whot are you doing up there? Come down at onref' 'Put the book down 
there.' This meaning of down can help you to  understand its more f~gurative use in 
other verbs. For example, down can also be used to express the related ideas of 
maktng something lower, or reducing something, (for example Turn down thot radio), 
keeping something low (to keep down the rate of ~nflotron), or removing somebody or 
something from a powerful pos~tian (for example, to bring down the gowrnment.) 

What this also shows is that there is a system to the way phrasal verbs are formed. In 
other words, the combination of particles and verbs is to a large extent systematic and 
not totally random. It also explains how new phrasal verbs come to be created and can 
be easily understood by everybody. For example, the phrasal verb to ruksomething in, 
meaning to  ~nclude something, is a relatively new expression which you might hear. It 
was created In contrast to the phrasal verb to rule somethrng out, meaning to exclude 
sorneth~ng. Both these phrasal verbs are related to the meaning of their particles, out 
suggesting excluding and in suggesting includ~ng. (You can find more about new 
verbs on page 520 - 21.) 

As this last example shows, particfes which have opposite meanings, such as up and 
down , in and out, on and of f ,  can form phrasal verbs which haveopposlte 
meanlngs as well. For example, the opposite of to turn on is to turn off. However, there 
are exceptions. The opposite of to put on your clothes is to toke ojj yourclorh~s. The 
particles on and off are opposlte in  meaning, but combine with d~fferent verbs to 

1 produce phrasal verbs with opposlte meanings. 

The meanlngs of particles that you will find in this Guide are only the main meaningr, 
usually figurative. that accur In groups of verbs. After the explanation of the meaning, 
some verbs belonging to the group are given, hn t  the ones that appear in  the 
examples, and then a few other important verbs, arranged in  alphabetical order. The 
examples that have been chosen to  illustrate each meaning show you the most 
frequent contexts. You will find that xlmetimes one phra-l verb appears in  more than 
one category, for example, build up in 'Increasing and 'Creating and constructing', 
reflecting two different senses of the verb. For more information on how each verb in  
the lists IS used, you should look the verb up in the dictionary. 



Ahut is used rn approximately 120 verbs 2 We spent the afternoon mooching about 
(2%) in this drdionary, as an adverb and a the town and looking in shop windows. 
pceposit~on. It is often used to show the 3 Stop mm'ng about and start dolng your 
connect~on between the verb and ~ t s  objed, homework. 
for example talk about something, worry 
obout something. In some of the verbs, the 
partlcl6 around and, espec~ally in British 
English, round can be uwd instead of 
about without changtng the meaning. The 
most common categories of meanrng are: 

Maving in d i m  dim&ons 
About can be used to indicate that you are 
rnovlng here and thew or rnak~ng rough or 
violent movements The verb shows what 
kind of movement it is. Example verbs are: 

run about c r d  about thrm obout 
1 The kids love running abaut in the park. 
2 1 can hear mmeone crashing about 

upstairs. 
3 She got wry angry and started throwing 

th~ngs obout the room. 

Amund and round can usually be used 
with the same meaning. You can also add 
about to a vanety of other verbs to make a 
sim~lar meanrng: for exarnple,jump about, 
scatter obout. 

Wmg nothing 
About is used w ~ t h  many verbs that suggest 
you are spendtng your time in a lazy way. 
Other verbs refer to a silly way of behavlng. 

hang-abwt mrnder about mess ubout 
1 Groups of youths were hanging obout the 

shopping centre with nothing to do. 

Around and round can usually be used 
with the same meaning. You can also add 
abaut to a variety of other verbs to make a 
s~mllar meaning: for examp'le,fuff about, 
muck about. potter obout. 

Making something happen 
About 1s used wrth some verbs to indicate 
something happening or somebody makrng 
something happen. Example verbs are: 

come about bring about set about 
go about see obout 
1 More and more people are deciding to 

retire early. How has this come a h u p  
2 What do you th~nk has brought about 

this change in publlc oprnion7 
3 In the afternoon he set about cleaning 

the kitchen. 

kmounding and enclosing 
About can be used with some verbs to give 
the Idea of something going around 
something and surrounding or enclosing it. 

throw about hedge abwt 
1 She threw her arms obout me and 

hugged me tightly. 
2 Empioyment rs hedged abut  with more 

and more laws. 

Around and mund am more common with 
this meaning. 

Around rs used in approx~mately 280 verbs many drfferent placm. Example verbs are: 
(5%) In this dictionary, as an adverb and a 
preposition. Its basic meaning is of run oround bwtk around shop around 
movement in  a circle or curve to face in the The plawrnund was full of children 
opposite direction or to  arrive at the other running around and shouting. 
srde of someth~ng, for example, spin oround, 2 He was bustfing busily a m n d  the room 
turn around, go around. Round is often humming a mne. - - 
usedinsteadofamnd,espec~allyrnlBritish 3 ~ouhavetoshopamundif~uwantto 
English. A h t  is also sometlms used. In find the bst prductr at the lowest prices. 
verb plus particle combinat~ons, the most ~~~~d and abut be used in these 
common categories of meaning are: 

verbs except shop around. Amund can be 
M n g  in diffemn~ d i m c k ~ ~ s  used with many other verbs with a similar 
Around Ir used w ~ t h  some verbs to indicate meaning: blunderaround, dancearound, 
movement ~n different d~rections or to rush oround, crash around, etc. 
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bdng d i n g  Round can also be used with these verbs. 

hround can be used in  verbs that suggest 
that you are spending your time in  a lazy 
way. Other verbs refer to  a silly way of 
behavlng. Example verbs are. 

hang around fool around mess around 
1 They spend their time hanging omund 

the streets. 
2 You can't take her seriously because she - 

is always fooljng around. 
'3 Stop mmrng around and find wmething 

useful to do. 

About can also be used with these wrbs. 

Sumnrnding and enclosing 
Around can be used wrth some verbs to 
suggat surrounding someone or mmething. 

crowd around throw around cluster omund 
1 People crowded amund the entrance 

waiting for her to come out. 
2 She rushed up to him and threw her 

arms oround his neck. 

At 1s a preposition used In 87 verbs (I 'A%) 
in t h ~ s  d~ctronary It 1s a common word In 
English and !r often used to show where 
sornething or somebody is in  space or 
time. It has two maln meanings In verb 
and particle combinat~ons: 

Aiming and d i d n g  
At 1s used w ~ t h  many verbs to  give the idea 
of aimlng or directing something a t  
someone or sorneth~ng. Example verbs are: 

laugh at look at store Itt talk at 
aim at nag ot wonder at 
1 I felt everybody was laughing at me so I 

left the room. 
2 When I entered the room she was 

looking at the painting. 
3 She stored ot me in amazement when I 

Being d on d i n g  
Amund IS used as a preposlt~on with some 
verbs to suggest the Idea of something 
having a partlcvlar idea, object, etc. as its 
centre or focus. Example verbs are: 

centre around revolve oround pivot around 

1 Her whole life is centred around her 
research. 

2 Their social life revolws around gorng ta 
parlies. 

M i n g  
Around with verbs can be used to indicate 
that you are avoiding something. 

skirt around get around skate  round 
rmrk around 
1 He skirted around the iaues without 

dixussing any of them in depth. 
2 We'll have to find a way of minx amund 

the problem. 

told her the news. 
4 He rolked at us rather than involve us in 

what he was saying. 

A-king, milring and Wing 
At can be used with verbs to give the idea 
of trying to attack, h ~ t  or hold mrneone or 
mmething. Example verbs are: 

strike at lly at grab ot get oi 
1 He struck at me several times with a 

knife but missed. 
2 She lost her temper and flew at them, 

punching and kicking. 
3 Shegrabbed at my coat and pulled me 

back from the edge of the cl~ff. 
4 My parents are always w i n g  of me 

I= critic~zing me) for not finishing my 
college course. 

Away IS ured in 210 verbs (3%) !n th15 movement, for example, go away, mn 

dict~onary, as an adverb. The basic meaning awoy, hurryaway, drive awoy. O f f  can be 

of away indicates movement to a different used instead of away with a similar 

place and it can be used with most verbs of meaning. Away often combines with 
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another particle, particularly fmrn, for 
example run oway fmm, walk owayfrom, do 
owuy with. The m a t  common uses of the 
particle with verbs are as follow.: 

a d  no) dohg something 
Away 1s used with some verbs to show that 
somebody is avoiding a person, a place or a 
sltuatron or is stopp~ng belng involved In 
sorneth~ng. Example verbs are: 

kaep m y  look owoy bock m a y  
work m y  from shrink army stay awoy 
3 Keep away from the edge of the cliff - 

you might fall. 
2 I looked at her but she looked away. 
3 He moved towards her and she bocked 

oway In alarm. 
4 You can't just wolk awoy from every 

d~fficult situation. 

Sspammng 
Away is used with some verbs giving the 
meaning of becoming separated from 
somethlng or from a group of people or of 
makrng this happen. 

r m e  mvay break m y  tall away 
peel away sheer owmy strip army 

7 The handle of the bag come awoy i n  my 
hand. 

2 They broke away from the rest of the 
group and started to  explore the area en 
their own 

3 The doctor was culled awuy fmm the 
rneetlng to attend to a patient. 

3 We need to  do a w y  with old and 
outdated 1aw. 

Di~ppscrring 
Away IS used with some verbs to give the 
idea of someth~ng disappear~ng gradually 

die mvoy fade awny wmie away 
wear away pars away pine owoy 
f The shouts and cheers gradually died 

away as the President stood up to speak 
2 The excitement of the day began to fade 

awuy as nrght fell. 
3 The animal was wasting oway through 

illness and lack of food. 
4 The rock had been worn o w y  by the 

action of the sea. 
5 She passed away (= died) peacefully in  

her sleep. 

Sroring and hiding 
Away can be used w ~ t h  some verbs to 
convey the Idea of putting something in a 
place either to keep ~t safe or to stop 
people f~nding it. Example verbs are: 

put away file awoy tidy away 
hide m y  tlsar nwoy latk m y  
1 Put away your books - you won't need 

them for the rest of the lesmn. 
2 All the records retating to the case haw 

been flled oway. 
3 Canyou ti&owywerythingontheflmr. 
4 The letter was hidden away where no 

one would f ~ n d  it. 
Working had or rontiinwusfy 
Away can be used to indicate that vou an= 
do~ng something, especially ~ o r k l n ' ~  hard 

MW or doing something drfficult or boring, for a 
Away 15 used with some verbs to give the long period of time. Example verbs are: 
idea of removing samething from a 
particular place because you no longer s 1 ~  m y  mrk w a y  slave m y  

want or need it, or of destroying wmething. bang pld away 
1 I've been sloggingoway at this for dm 

throw aw frighten nwv do my and I still haven't hished. 
blast away drive give owDy 2 He spent hours working away at the 
1 This is all rubb~sh. Please throw i t  away. nroblem. 
2 He is so rude and aggressive that he 3 5 he has been slaving away at the report 

frjghtens customers awuy. all day. 

Back is an adverb and is used In 175 verbs you were before or to an earlier time. Many 
(3%) in this dictionav. The basic meaning of verbs of rnwement use back with this 
this particle IS returning to the place where meaning, for example walk bmk, drive bock. 
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The other most common uses are: 

Wming smmihing 
Back can be used to convey the idea of 
givrng or taking something back to  the 
place it came from. It can alx, mean 
reading or replying to  someone in a similar 
way to the way they have aaed or spoken. 

take ba~k  uive batk write bock 
tall/ring bock fight bntk 
1 I took the clock back to the shop because 

it broke after a few days. 
2 Haveyougiven backall themoney you 

borrowed from him? 
3 You must write bock and thank her for 

her letter. 

M n g  batkwardr: bsing M i n d  or 
ol a dishnca 
Back can be used with verbs to  give the 
Idea of mwing away from the front or edge 
of something or of 'being at a drstance from 
something. Example verbs are: 
fall back stund batk keep back 
puH bark push batk 
1 The British runner tried to catch up, but 

fell back and f~nished filth. 
2 Please stand buck and let the people get 

off the train. 
3 Keep back! The bomb may explode at 

anv moment. 

No) making prmgmss 
Back in some corn binations suggests being 
kept or held in a position without making 
any progress. Example verbs are: 

hold bark w bark keep'batk 

ploy bark ga bark over 
rend back call/phone batk 
1 Can you ploy bock the recordingonce 

more? 1 mrssed part of it. 
2 1 think we need to go bock over i t  so that 

all the details are clear In our minds. 
3 Can you read that h r k t o  me? I want to 

be sure that you wrote it down correctly. 

Rqoining 
b c k  in combinations can be used with the 
idea of getting again samething that was 
lost or of recovering from something. 

win bark p t  buck bounca back claw back 
em back grow batk snap back 
1 We were very lucky. We won bock alF the 

money we had lost. 
2 1 don't think I will werget bockall those 

books 1 lent him. 
3 She's feeling a bit down at the moment, 

but she'rl s w n  bounce h c k .  

Being u& conl*d 
Back In combinations often means reducing 
something or keeping something such as an 
emotion under control. Example verbs are: 
cut bock an force bock choke back 
bite batk hold bark 
1 You need to cut back on the number of 

ciaarettes vou smoke. 
2 H; tried t i  force buck the urge to punch 

him on the nose. 
3 She hoked bock the tears as she told us 

what had happened. 
Looking at the pa& 
~ a c k  can be used to talk about the past. 

1 I feel I'm being held back in class. I want date bntk go toke b t k  
to mow faster. 

2 The fire at the office set the p ro jM  back Imok back 'Iiink bark 

several months. 1 This castle dates back to the 72th century. 
2 lohn and I are areat friends. We ~o bock - 

-Pam a long way. 
Back can be used in  verbs that express the 3 This music tokes me back to the yean 1 
idea of dolng something agaln. lived ~n Parrr. 

Down is used In about 310 verbs (7%) In th~s posit~on, for example, climb down, bend 
d~rt~onary, rnarnly as an adverb It often has down, fall down. Many combinations of a 
rneanlngs that are the opposite of up. The verb and down refer to somebody putting 
literal meaning 1s movement in a downwards somethrng on a surface, for eumple, bang 
d~redion, mov~ng from a h~gher to a luwer down, lay down. It IS alx, used to express 
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figurative ideas related to downward 
movement, such as decreasing, beiog reduced 
or falling. As an adverb rt combines with some 
preposit~onr to make three-word verbs such as 
get down to, louk down on, come down with. 
The most common uses of down are 

Falling a d  m n g  
Th~s use of the particle 1s most closely 
connected to the l~teral meanlng of down, 
and suggests something or somebody tailtng 
to the ground and being destroyed or 
suffering damage. EKamples of verbs are: 

pull down burn down teur down 
knock dwrn run down beat down 
1 The builders were in  the process of 

pullfng down a wall. 
2 The whole forest was burnt down. 
3 The protesters tore down the barriers. 
4 He was knocked down/run down by 

a car. 

Reducing 
Down is used in many verbs that expres 
the rdea of something decreasing in 
amount, strength, speed, cost, importance, 
etc., or of somebody ma king romething do 
this. Examples of verbs are: 

lurn dorm bring down colm d m  come down 
plny down cut down die down narrow down 
put down run down slow down wsor down 
1 Can you turn the rnuslc down, please? 

It" deafening. 
2 We have to bring down our costs in order 

to  remain competitive. 
3 Please wltn down -there's no need to 

get so excited about ~ t .  
4 Fortunately his temperature is starting to 

come down. 
5 The government are trying to ploy down 

the importance of the meeting. 

krpprwsing 
Down a n  be used with verbs to  express 
the Idea of Peeping somebody or 
something under control or ending 
something, often uslng authority or force 
Examples of verbs are: 

keep d m  damp d m  come d m  on 
break down crack d m  pin dorm 

1 The government i s  trying to k ~ p  down 
wage demands. 

2 The police are going to damp down on 
rnotorlsts who break the speed lirnrt. 

3 The teacher said he would come down 
hard on anyone he caught cheating. 

hfadng  
Down can be used to express the idea of 
defeating someone or something or being 
defeated in an argument, a competition, 
etc. 

bring d m  pu! dwrn vote down 
bock down shout down stare dorm 
T The aim of the rebels i s  to bring down the 

government 
2 The rebellion was quickly put down by 

troops loyal to The pres~dent. 
3 Her proposal for str~der sfety measures 

was voted down. 
4 The government bocked down over the 

idea of increas~ng taxes. 

Failing 
Down can be used to expresr the idea of 
sornethrng stopping, falling or not working 
properly Examples of verbs are: 

breok d m  close d m  turn down 
let down wind d m  
1 The lrar broke down on the way to the man. 
2 The company was maklng huge loss- 

and in the end was forced to close down. 
3 !he applied for the job but was turned down. 
4 My PC hasnwer let medown. 

Fnxh 
Down can be used with the idea of fixing 
something f~rrnly to something else. Example 
verbs are. 

tie d m  mall d m  strap down 
banen down screw dorm stick down 
1 Make sure you tie everything down w 

that the wind dwsn't blow ~t away. 
2 This floorboard needs nailing down before 

it caures an accident. 
3 Everything on the boat was strapped down 

so it wouldn't be lost in a storm. 

R&~ng in d n g  
Dawn is used with verbs meaning writing or 
copylng to gnve the idea of recording 
something In writing Examples of verbs are: 

miterdorm g e t d m  n o t e d m  
jot dorm copy down put down 
rat dwrn 
1 Could you write it down for me, please? 
2 He was speaking too fast for me toget ~t 

down on paper. 

I 

3 I'll notedot down the things we have to do keep down stay down wmh dorm 

before Sunday. wolf dorm 

lalkrg 1 She was in such a hurry she had to gulp 
Down is used with some verbs to describe down her coffee. 
way; of eating or drinking. Example wrbs are: o ~ h i s  is delicious; he =id as he 

gulp down gobble down Loll down down another piece of cake. 

For is a prepos~tlon, used in about 11 5 
verbs (2%) In th~s dlctlonary It 1s one of the 
most common words in English. It often 
combines with verbs to link the verb and its 
object, for example, ask for something, pay 
jor something. It has hva common 
meanings when used with verbs: 

Aims and purpom 
For can be used to refer to the aim or 
purpose of an action or to where you are 
going. Example verbs are: 

apply for press fw lire fw 
make for head for 
1 I've applied for mow than twenty jobs In 

the past month. 
2 We'repressingforachange in theway 

animals are transported to markets. 
3 1 ltve for my children. They are the most 

Important thrng in my life. 
4 iVc're makingfor Edinburgh and hope to 

be there by tonlght. 

and gaions in ddm k 
other* 
For can be used with some verbs to show 
haw you feel about sornebdy or samething, 
or to show how you are deal~ng with a person 
or a situation Fxample verbs are: 

feel for foll fw fear for 
root for cars for stand up for 
1 I really fedfor her. She has lost all her 

fam~ly rn the past year. 
2 I fell for her the moment I saw her and 

two years later we were married. 
3. When we heard the sound of gunf~re we 

all feared for our IrvK. 
4 Good luck, we'll be moting for you. 

In is used ~n about 380 verbs (6Yz%) ~n this w~thout anyone noticing. 
dlb~onary, as an adverb and a preposltlon. 3 That'll be Stuart at the door. Can you let 
The baslc meaning is (being) conta~ned him 17 
~nside something or somewhere, or 
movement from outsrde to insrde. It IS M n g  
often the opposlte of out. The preposition In can be used in  verb plus particle 
into can alxl be used with verbs of combinations that refer to a person, a 
movement (Plms~ come in. She mme into vehicle, etc. arriving at a partrcular place. 
the room in a hurry.) The most common 
uses are: dock in check in pull in 

drm in f l ~ d  in 
E d n g  1 What time do you have to clock in in the 
In IS used with many verbs with the literal 
meaning of entering somewhere, for 2 Our flight i s  delayed w there i s  no hurry to 
example, go in, come in, walk in, inviic in. 
(Into has similar uses). 

check do. 
3 We arrived at the station just as the train 

breok in get in let in ask in pulled in. 
hraeze in drop in squeoze in 
1 Thieves broke in and stole all the paintin@. A b M i *  
Z I'll never understand how they got in In can be used with certain verbs to give 
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the idea of absorbing something. 

take in sink in drink in 
breoths in soak in 
1 We had to try and toke in a lot of 

information In a very short period of time 
2 It was only after a few rnlnutes that the 

awful truth started to sink In. 
3 For the f~rst few minutes I drunk in the 

atmosphere of the place. 

lneluding 
In can he used with some verbs that give 
the idea of adding or mixing something in  
something else, or of includ~ng something 
w ~ t h  someth~ng else. Example verbs are: 

stir in throw in take in 
blend in fold in 
1 Stir in the ~ngredienhgradually until all of 

them have heen used. 
2 If you buy the car I'IF throw in the radio 

for free. 
3 While we're in London we could toke in a 

v~sit to the theatre or the opera. 

Puning inside or b 
In can be used with some verbs, giving the 
Idea of one thrng be~ng put Into or going 
into another. Example verbs are: 
plug in put in key in lay in 
pump in punch in type in 

1 First you have to plug i t  in and then you 
sw~tch it on. 

2 I'd lrketoputsomemonpyin my bank 
account. 

3 1 need someone to key in all thls 
information on my computer. 

Bsgirming: inhwludng -ing mm 
In can be used In verbs that gave the idea 
of something start~ng or of wrnebody 
introducing something new. 

sat in bring in phase in 
trsep in usher in 
3 The cold weather has started t o w  in. 
2 The government wants to bring in 

stricter laws to protect the environment. 
3 The new product~on scheme will be 

phased in gradually. 

C m l M n g  
In can be used i n  combinations that refer 
to collecting things* Example verbs are. 

gather in get in pull in 
fetch in pork in 

1 They gathered in the grapes ready for 
making wine. 

2 It's starting to rain. I'd better get the 
wash~ng in. 

3 The band have been pulling in the crowds 
wherever they perform. 

Filling and compleling 
In 4s uswl rn some combrnation~ that refer 
to frlling a drawing, a shape, a hole etc. 
w ~ t h  something and completing it. Other 
r im~lar verbs refer to writ~ng something 
samewhere 

colour in fill in pencil in 
hlotk in ink in shade in 

1 Linen, children. When you have finished 
your drawing you can colour 11 in. 

2 I'd like you to fill in this form 
3 I'll peml in next Wednesday for a meeting. 

Taking p* 
In is, used w ~ t h  many verbs to suggest the 
Idea of joinrng an activity and be~ng 
involved in something. Sometirnfi the 
involvement of the person is not welcome. 

ioin in g~ in for a l l  in 
interfwe in jump in pitch in 
want in 
1 Why don't you join in and have wme 

fun7 Everybody's dancing. 
2 She decided to go rn for the competition 

because she had a good chance of 
winning. 

3 The police were culled in to investigate 
the robbery. 

4 1 don't i~keyou interfexingin my affairs. 

1-pt;na 
In can be used with verbs to express the 
idea of someone interrupting a 
conversation or a meeting when the 
interruptron is not wanted or welcome. 

cut in barge in break in 
1 She cut m while I was talking in order to 

make her own suggestions. 
2 We were talking quretly in the kitchen 

when he borged in and said he wanted a 
drink. 

3 'I'm sorry, but I simply can? agree with 
that,' he broke in. 

Limiting 
In can be used in combinations that refer 
to wmebody be~ng prevented fmm leaving 
a place. Example verbs are: 
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maw in block in lotk in 
box in fence in hem in Damaging, dsWng, k W n g  
1 No planes are flying out today. We are 

In l 5  In combinations that mean 

completely snowed in. 
damag~ng or destroy~ng things, especially 

2 bok at that! Someone has their by making them fall inwards. Other verbs 

car so close to  mine and blocked me in. refer to things falling inwards. 

3 %me prisoners are locked in for twenty smash in kirk in mva in 
three hours a day. 1 The car door was completely smashed in. 

5tuying ins* 
Z The police kicked in  the door and 

entered the aparEment. 
In can be used in cornhinations that mean The whole bullding is going to cave at 
rernain~ng ~nside or at home instead of 
going out somewhere. The particle out can any 

Ibe used with the =me verbs with the 
opparite meaning. In is alw u x d  with 

-ing dh9 dng 
verbs meaning that you in bed later In is used in combination with someverbs 

than p u  usually do. Example verbs are: that mean stopping Wing to resist 
something or giving up something such as 

stay in eat in sleep in lie in stop in wur Example verbs are: 
7 We dec~ded to stoy in and watch a film givB thrm In in in 

on Zelevis~on. 
2 why don't we wt in tonight instead of 1 We will never giw En to threats of violence. 

going out for a meal? 2 I sometimes feel like throwing i t  all in 
3 t was so tired I slept in until 11. and looking for a job abroad. 

lnto 1s a preposrtlan and ~t 15 used In 260 
verbs (4%) in this d~b~onary. The literal 
meaningof inta is movement from the 
outside of something to the inside, so it is 
uwd with many verbs that give the idea of 
of entering mmethlng, for example, He 
walked into the room. It is often used in the 
same verbs and with the same meanings a5 
the adverb in, for example, burst in (on sb), 
burst Into (a place). The partlcle can also be 
used in verbs that expms metaphorical 
meanings, for example, changing or being 
transformed. The most common uses are: 

E w i n g  
knto is used in many combinations meanlng 
to enter somewhere. Example verbs are: 

break lnto get inm thstk into 
crawd into invite into 

f Burglafi broke into my house last night 
and stole all my video equipment. 

2 He got into the car and drwe off. 
3 We checked into the hotel. 
4 Everybody cmwded into the room to 

liqtpn to the Min~ster sneak. 

Out of is often used with simitar verbs as an 
opposite, for example @ out of, hcherk out oj 

Puning in, goiw in 
lnto is used in many combinations referring 
to  puttingor going in or inside something. 

plug info tuck into pay into 
bora intP dip into 

1 You can plug the TV into the socket in 
the wall. 

2 She never wears her blouse tucked into 
her skirt. 

3 1 need to  pay some money into my bank 
account. 

CamMnimg 
Into 4s used in combinations that mean 
mlxing one substance into another m that 
they become one. Example verbs are: 

bland into shade- into mix into 
fade inta fold into 

1 Blerrd the cream into the sauce. 
2 The xarlet of the bird's win@ shades ..- 

5 She invited us into her'room. into pink at the tips. 
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T m n k i n g  d changing 
lnto can be uwd to dexribe th~ngs that 
change or are transformd. Example verbs are: 

turn into grow into make into change into 
1 The discuss~on soon turned into an 

argument about politics. 
2 She grew info a very loving person. 

Persuading and fweing 
lnto is used with some verbs to convey the 
idea of persuading or ma klng someone do 
something that they do not really want to 
do. The verb de~r ibes  the way you try to 
persuade somebodp Example verbs are: 

talk into press into frighten inio 
forte into shame into storve into 
1 She tolked me into going on holiday with 

her. 
2 1 was p r e d  into giving a speech at her 

farewell dinner. 
3 He was frightmed into confming the 

crime. 

Out of is often used with these verbs with 
the opposite meaning: tolksomcbody out oJ 
something. 

W i n g  and meding 
Into can be used with verbs that dexribe 
objects hitting one another, and to describe 
people meeting by accident. 

bong into run into bump into 
1 He didn't put the light on and bunged 

into a chair. 
2 I ran into Steve (= met him by chance) 

the other day. He hasn't changed at all. 

Inwdigdng 
Ento can be used with some verbs that give 
the idea of investigating something in  
detarl In order to discover the truth. 

go imta Iwk into delve into dig into 
1 The third chaprerof the b o o k p s i n t o  

the subject In great detail. 
2 The police are looking into the matter. 

start;ng 
Many combinations with into suggest 
startlng doing something, often suddenly. 
burst into plunge into rush into get into 
1 She burst into tears. 
2 The aircraft burst into flames. 
3 The country was plunged into recession. 

Of is a preposktion It occurs In 55 verbs 
(almost 1%) In th~sd~d~onary .  When 11 IS 

used in verb plus particle combinations i t  
shows the relationship between the verb 
and mmebody or something that IS 

~nvolved in the artlon. The different kinds 
of relat~onsh~p are shown below: 

Communidng and intmpdng 
M with some verbs shows that a particular 
prece of information or knowledge is being 
communicated to  or interpreted by 
somebody Example verbs are: 

hear of know of make of 
remind of speak of 

1 I'm sorry, I've never hwrd of him. 
2 1 know of the place but I t e  never been 

there. 
3 What do you make of her most recent 

paintings? 

Ctmmckirirlies and qualilies 
Of can be used with verbs to show the 
charader~st~cs or qual~t!es of someone or 
mrnething, or what something contains. 

smell of remind of make of consist OF 
1 Th~s soap smells of spring flowers. 
2 The plece of music r~mtods me of 

holidays in Greece. 
3 It's made of cheese and potatoes. 

R d n g ,  lacking 
Of can be used wrth some verbs to indicate 
something i s  being removed from someone 
or something or that they do not have 
samethlng. Example verbs are: 

rob of starve of deprive- of 
dispose- of strip of 
7 They robbed me ofeverything I was 

carrying w ~ t h  me. 
2 She was starved of affection during her 

childhood. 

Oft is used In about 520 verbs (85%) In t h~s  
d~dionary, as an adverb and a preposition 
It has a wide variew of meanings. It IS often 
used with verbs of movement to indicate 
movement away fmm a place, for example, 
run off, dash off, hurry off, march off, where 
the verb shows how wrnebody departs. Off 
can xlmetlmes be replaced by away in this 
meaning. The most common uses are: 

finish OH pay off sell off go off 
polish off  round off work off 

1 I'd lrke to finish off what I'm doing 
before I go home 

2 Our aim 1s to poy off all our debts by the 
end of the year. 

3 They decided to sell ofl their entire stock 
and Invest in a new range of pmduds. 

4 The demonstration went ofl quietly 
without any serious incidents. 

Thc particle off can be used to give the idea 
of somebody starting a journey or leaving a w i n g  bss 
place or of mak~ng wmebody or mrnethrng Off can be used with some verbs to express 
do this. hample verbs are: the idea of something gradually decreasing 

off off see make off in strength or effect. Example verbs are: 

deor off blort off hwd off stori off Wear off level off (001 off fall off 
1 We set off at four in the morning to die off ease off tail off 

climb the mountain. 1 The pain started to return when the 

2 What times does the plane toke oJP effect of the drugs began to w a r  oJJ. 
3 He came to see us oflat the airporl. 

2 The rate of inflation was rising 

4 The robber, made ofl in a blue car. dramatically but now it has started to 
level nff  

*dng 
Off in  combinations can alsa suggest that 
wmethrng is beginning. Example verbs are: 

start off spark off kick off 
lead off touch off 
1 The day started offwell, but gradually 

got worse. 
2 Small things can xlmetimes spark offa 

row between people. 

-,, 
3 Weneed time tocooloff(= become Im 

hot) and have a shower before lunch. 

bierling or dismissiq 
Off IS used with some verbs to suggest the 
idea of relecting, dismissing or trying to  
ignore somebody or something. ZKarnple 
verbs are: 
mite of! loy off shrug off 
laugh off brurh off shake off . - .. 

1 i know he hasn't k e n  playing very well 
Ending: mot happening recently, but we can't write hlm oJI. 
Some verbs can be used wlth off 10 give the 2 The company has had to lay off several 
idea of wrnething ending or being hundred workers. 
cancelld. Example verbs are: 3 It's onlv a cold. I'll soon shrug i t  off. 
b ~ k  off ring OH put df call off 4 She t r i k  to lough offthe whi le matter, 
cvt  off log off switch off but I knew that ~t worried her terribly. 
1 The unions have dec~ded to break ofJ wdng 

their negotiations with management. wm, verbs using the patticle oft indicate 
2 I'm afraid he fang off before I had a that you trying stop something 

chance to ask him what his name war  happening or trying to protm romebody or 
3 We've put ofithe meet~ng till the end of from something harmful or 

next week. unpleasant. Example verbs are: 

rinishing fight off hold off word off bed  off 
Off can be used wlth some verbs to fend off keep off stove off warn off 
emphasize that mmethlng is c o m ~ l e t e f ~  1 I am doing everything I can lo fight off 
fln~shed. Often these are verbs that can also another attack of flu, 
be used on their own with a similar, but 2 we ,nut hold ofithe enemy much longer. 
weaker, meaning. Example verbs are: 3 He put up his hand to wardoff the blows. 
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Off is used with some verbs to give the idea 
of removlng something from mrnewhere, 
for example by cuttkng or chopping. Some 
combinations of verbs have the Idea of 
removing mrneone from your respons~ bility. 

cut off moss off taka off 
p l m  off on bump off rub off 

1 I had to cut a bit off the top of the photo. 
2 I think we can cmsr them offour list. I'm 

sure they won't come to the party. 
3 Take off thase dirty boots before you 

come ~ n t o  the house. 
4 Don't pulm your visitors oj7 on me -you 

should entertain them yourself. 

Dividing and sapamting 
In there combinations off indicates that 
one area is d~vided or separated from 
another, for example with a barrier, to  stop 
somebody or something going into it. 

block nR fence d seul off 
curtain off divide off shut oft 
1 The police blocked the road off to  

prevent anyone from enterrng the city. 
2 The field was fenced off to stop animals 

eatlng the crops. 
3 The area has k e n  mled ojf to stop the 

spread of contamination. 

Buingabsenthinwoukorschool 
Off can be used with some verbs to talk 
about not going to work or school or 
leaving early. Example verbs are: 

toke off skive off slip OR bunk off 
1 She took three weeks off(work) to be 

with her s~ck mother. 
2 As a teenager he was always skiving off 

xhool. 

Off  occurs in combination with came verbs 
that Indicate that mmmne is drawing 
attention to themselves or their opin~ons in 
mme way. Other combinations dmclbe how 
mmethrng draws attention to sorneth~ng else 

or makes i t  easy to see. Example verbs are: 

show Pff set off sound off mouth off 

1 Ignore him. He\ just showing off in  front 
of the girls. 

2 1 think the white background is ideal for 
selting off the rich colours d the painting. 

Using 
Off can be used with some verbs ta talk 
about things that are used, such as money, 
food, etc. Emmple wrbs are: 

live off feed off run off work off  

T Although he's nearly thirty he still Iiva 
off his parents. 

2 The birds fed offthe meat that has been 
left behind by the lions. 

3 You can run the CD player off a battery. 

On can also be used with these verbs with a 
similar meaning. 

Exproding 
This group of verbs is used for things such 
as weapons, that explode or are fired. 

sai off fflmt off go oft Ie! off firs off 

1 The bomb was set ofl by someone using 
a remote contml device. 

2 The rocket blasted off towards space. 
3 The gun went off before he was ready. 

C M n g  
Off is used with some verbs to indicate that 
mmething is done dishonestly or w ~ t h  the 
intention of cheating someone. 

rip off fob off polm oft pass off as 

1 We were ripped off by the taxi driver. He 
charged more than double the normal 
price. 

2 When I said I wanted to buy a good 
watch he tried to fob me off with a 
cheap plastic thing. 

On 1s uwd edn 380 verbs (about 6%) in this thing above or on top of another or resting 
d~ctionary, as an adverb and a preposltlon. Its on mmething. For example: He put the lid on 
basic meanlng de~r lbes the posit~on of one thegot. He put the lid on. It is afso used in 
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combination with verbs of movement, where 
the preposition onto is atso mrnetimes used, 
for example g& on tk bus, get onto the bus. 
With some of thew verbs ~t is the opposite of 
off, for examplegton the bus, @ ooff the 
bus. The most common uses of the pan~cle 
on are as follows. 

Continuing 
The particle on can be used with many 
verbs to show that wmething continues 
and does not stop. For example, if wrneone 
decides to  continue driving instead of 
stopping, we can say the person d m  on. It 
can also mean that you stop for a short 
time and then continue: We spent a f w  
days in Seattle and then flew on to LA. It 
can also be used In thts way to e x p m  the 
idea of continuing to do someth~ng difficult 
or unpleasant, for exarnpte fight on, stru~lt? 
on, bank on, soldier on. In other cases ~t 
suggests that something is continuing for 
too long, for example drag on, drone on, 
ramble on. Other commonly used verbs are: 

carry on hurry an move nn 
1 Many people tried to interrupt him but 

he kept en talking 
2 We liked the town so much we decided 

to stay on another month. 
3 He p a u d ,  then went on as if nothing 

had happened. 

bveloping and cbnrging 
On can be used with some verbs to talk 
about the way things are progressing or 
changing. Example verbs are: 

get on come on move on 
1 She is getting on wry well at ~ h o o l .  
2 How is your new novel coming on? 
3 Technology has moved on and made the 

world a different place. 

Encwmging 
On in combination with some wrbs giws the 
idea of supporting somebody or encouraging 
someone to do wmething. Example verbs are 

lnge on coma on egg on spur on 
1 The team captain urged them on to 

produce their best performance. 
2 Come on! I know you can do it if you try! 
3 They e& him on, telling him to steal 

the apples. 

WAng 
On can be used in  verbs that talk about 
starting an activity or making a machlne 
begin to work. Example verbs are: 

bring on sign on turn on 
switch an put on 
1 The dust in the air brought on an attack 

of cough~ng and sneezing. 
2 He had to sign on at the unernp l~ment  

office. 
3 She turned on the radio. 
4 He put on the kettle to make a cup of tea. 

Off is d e n  used with the xlme of these wbs 
with the opposite meaning For emmpte: She 
t u r d  on the rodio. 5hc turned ofJ the radio. 

Hdding ond c o n d n g  
On can be used in combinations to express 
the Idea of holding someth~ng tightly. Other 
verbs dexri be how t h i n g  are wnnected or 
attached to each other. Example verbs are: 

hnng on hold on strap on latch on 
cling on hsten on strew on stirk on 
1 Hang on to  this rope and don't let go. 
2 Can you holdon (= saidon the phone) 

while I find the information you need? 
3 The luggage was strapped an to the car 

roof. 
4 People are latching on to  the idea very 

qulcklp 
hrsing; 
On can be used with different wrbs to talk 
about ways of getting dressed, 

put on try on pull on slip on 
1 r put on my best clothes for the interview. 
2 1 trkd on several jackets 'before choosing 

one. 

Havinganefktonsomsanem somehing 

On IS often used as a preposition with verbs 
to talk a k u t  what ~ m e b d y  does to a 
person or a thing, or the effect that = m e w  
or something has Example verbs are: 

doteon imprerson d a m o n  hwt on 
dwend on elnbomte on spy on work on 
1 He absolutely dotes on her and gives her 

g~fts all the time. 
2 I want to impress on you the importan@ 

of these new safety ru ls .  
3 I t  suddenly dawned on me why she was 
so angry. 



Uwn can also be used with many of these 
verbs, but it ts more formal: Thr Importanw 
of education was jmprmed upon me from 
on early age. 

Amking 
%me verbs with on indicate that someone 
is belng attacked, either pheically or wlth 
words. Evample verbs are: 

turn on pick on round on jump On 
set on start on 
1 She suddenly turned on me and 

criticized everything I had done. 
2 Why does my boss keep picking on me? 
3 He rounded on me for not supporting 

him at the meeting. 

'Thinking and commenting 
On is used with some verbs of thinking or 
deciding to show what you are thinking or 
talking about. Example verbs are: 

reflad on decide on touch on deep on 
1 I've reflected on what happened and I've 

3 1'11 sleep on i t  and Fet you know my 
de~ision by the end of the week. 

Finding 
On 1s used with some verbs that mean 
flndlng ~ m e t h i n g  or someone suddenly or 
unexpectedly. Examples of verbs are: 

1 We hit on a good idea for making some 
money. 

2 I stumbled on the information while I was 
looking for samething else. 

3 Jill chanced on an old ahool friend at the 
P a w  

w i n g  
On is  often uwd with verbs to indicate that 
one th~ng IS affeded by or decided by 
somethtngelse. On can also indicate the 
person or thing that you trust or feel sure 
about. Example verbs are: 

dapend on rely on count on hinge on 
1 The success of the trip will depend on 

whether it rains or not. 
decided to forgive you. 2 You can depend on James to deal with 

2 We have to  decide on sweral things at the situation. 
today's rneet~ng. 3 Our work relies en voluntary donations. 

Out IS used ~n 81 5 verbs (14%) ~n th~s Seumhing, o w - ,  ~ t v i n g  
drctionary, as an adverb. The basic meaning Out In some combinations g~ves the idea of 
IS of movement from rnside to outside, so i t  scarchlng for somethrng such as a piece of 
combines with many verbs of movement, for Information, the answer to a difficult 
example,stormout,rushout,goout.Many problem,etc.andthenfindingit. 
verbs that combine with out also combine 

find out with the adverb plus preposltlon out of, for dig out make out 

example, storm out, storm out of the room: hunt otd sort nvt 
Don't Imw me out: He was lqfr w t  of the spy out try oui work out 
mm. Out and in a n  sometimes be used with 1 can you find out how many people in 
the sameverbs to express opposite meanings, the company are aged over forty? 
for example, go out, go m. The most 2 1'11 try and dig out some old college 
common uses of this particle are: photos for you. 
Leaving 3 1 can't makeout the handwriting. What is 
Out can be used in verbs that mean starting thrs word here? 
a journey or going away from a person or a 4 Let's wait and see how things turn out. 
place. Example verbs are: 

Diwrmr i f ig :  u f  ng completely 
Ouf pq Out check m* Out can be used in phrasal verbs to suggest 
We set out in the early morning to climb that something is gradually disappearing or 
the mountain. has been used completely so that there is 

2 I'm just going to pop out for a few none Left. Example verbs are: 
minutes to get some milk. 

3 We have to check out of the hotel by die out run Out UP out phw Out 

midday. 1 The change in weather conditions is 
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causing many specis to die out. 
2 1 think wete  run out of petrol. 

Stopping an 
out is used in  some verbs that describe an 
actlvtty being stopped, often by using force 
or authority. %me verbs describe people or 
places being completely destroyed. Other 
verbs refer to a f~re, etc. golng out or being 
put out. Example verbs are. 

stamp out cut ouf wipe out burn oul 
beot out blow out drown out 

1 The rebell~on was quickly stomped out. 
2 I should really try to cut out chocolate (= 

stop eating it)! 
3 The town was almost completely wiped 

out by the earthquake. 
4 The fire had burnt out before the fire 

engines arrlved. 

Stopping being involved 
Out can be used in combinations that show 
that you are no longer involved in  
something OF no longer want to  be 
involved. Example verbs are: 

fall out pull out b o t h  out thick~n OUI 

drop oui opt oui sell out 
1 Mike and Janet have fallen out and are 

not talking to one another. 
Z The company has decided to  pull out of 

the project. 

Aroducing 
out can uwd with verbs to talk about 
thlngs being produced, especially when 
they are produced quickly and in large 
quantitres. Example verbs are: 

turn out churn out spill out pour out 
1 The factory turns out 200 washing 

machines a day. 
2 This magazine churns out the mrne 

stories every week of the year. 
3 All her worries came spilling out. 

Being outs& 
Out can be used in  combinations that 
express the ~dea of somebody going out of 
a place, such as their home, or doing 
something outside. Example verbs are: 

get out camp out eat out 
stay out go ovt lotk out 
1 The prisoners got out through a hole in  

the fence. 

2 we mmped OM in a field in the pouring 
rain. 

3 We like to wt out at least once a month 
4 They stayed out all night and only 

returned in the early morning. 

Appwing 
Out can be used with some verbs that give 
the idea of rornethlng or somebody 
appearing, sometimes suddenly, or of 
mrnething being brought out of a place 
where rt was hidden. Example verbs are: 

leap ovt turn out joke out 
breakout comeout 
1 My name Impt out at me from the page. 
2 Two thousand people turned out to 

watch the parade. 
3 He took out a gun and pointed it at me. 

Spaking or s M n g  Iwdb 
Out can be used with some verbs that 
suggest that somebody is speaklng loudly or 
angrlly, perhaps to call for help or shout a 
warnkng. Example verbs are: 

bark out tall ovt stream ouf 
shout out snap out yell out 

1 She was borking out orders at the children. 
2 Everyane was caJ8ng out for help 
3 People were xrearning out to  the driver 

to tell him to  stop. 

Sharing 
Out can be used to convey the idea of 
something being distrrbured to or shared 
among people. Example verbs are: 

hand out give ovt share ovt 
dish out dole out serve out 
1 They were handing out free samples of 

cheese in the supermarket today. 
2 We need to give out more information to  

our clients. 
3 We shored out the prlze money amongst 

the three of us. 

Finishing 
Out can be used to convey the idea of 
something being completely finished or 
done. Example verbs are: 

henr out dry out talk out tire w t  wear out 
1 Don't interrupt - hear me out. 
2 If the soil rn the garden dria out, this 

particular plant will not sunive. 
3 It might help to  talk things out. 
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Out is often added to other verbs or pan 
participles to create new verbs that mean you 
have completely finished doing mmething 
and can do no more. For example: I'm a// 
purtiedout (= I haw been to so many parties 
that I can't go to any more). 

Out is used with some verbs that mean 
removing something or somebody from 
somewhere, or removing yourself from 
somewhere. The verb tells you how this is 
done, Example verbs are: 

tuke out knock ovt pull out bomb out 
push OM rinse out h o w  out wash out 
1 I'dlFketotukeoutPhmthousand 

pounds from my account. 
2 She was knocked out of the competition 

in the first round. 
3 The army has decided to pullout. 

Exc lud ing  
Out can be used in combinations that 
express the idea that someone or 
something is not included in an activity, a 
list, etc. Example verbs are: 

lwwe OM cross out rule ovt 
f i k r  out bep out w e d  out 
1 We must be sure not to leave anyone out 

when we Invite people to the party. 
2 Cross out the wmng answers. 
3 The government has WM out the 

pmslbility of giving any financial aid. 

w n 9  
Out is used with verbs that suggest helping 
or supporting somebody, especially with 
money or encouragement. 

help out bear ovt bdng out 
drnw out reach out to 
1 I wonder if y ~ u  could help me out. I've 

got a problem. 
2 David will h r  me out and confirm that 

everything I have mid is true. 

Choosing 
Out ran be used to convey the idea of 
something being chosen from among many 
others. EKample verbs are: 

pick out single oout pull out 
mark oui separate out sort out 
1 She was picked out as the person mon 

I~kely to succeed in the company. 

2 Some of the animals were singled out for 
special medical treatment. 

3 Can you sort out all the books you don't 
want any more? 

Out can be used to conwy the idea of 
reststing some kind of pressure or enduring 
a d rfftcult situat~on. Example verbs are: 

hold out sti& out lad out ride out 
1 The unions are holding out for a better 

pay deal. 
Z I don't l ~ k e  the job but 1'11 stick it out 

u n t ~ l  the end of the year. 
3 They say they can't last out much longer. 

They need help now. 

M u c k i n g :  W n g  vidsncly 
Out can be used in verbs that show that 
someone is attacking somebody or reading 
violently to something. Examples verbs are: 

lush out strike out fight out 
hit out kick out shod o h  
1 The lion lashedout if anyof theother 

lions came near him. 
2 As soon as the fight started, he lashed 

out at everyone standing near him. 
3 When the man sad something rude, I 

struck out at him. 

Out can be uswl with verbs mnneded w~th  
wrrting or drawing to give the idea of something 
king r~orded or written down on paper. 

copy out sketch out mop out write out 
1 Could you copy this out for me so it is 

easy to read? 
2 I'H sketch out a few ideas for you on paper 
3 They havemuppedoutthearea where 

they will be digging. 

Out is used with mme verbs that show that 
something or somebody is increasing in  
w e ,  shape. extent, etc. 

krwdan out fill ovt flesh out 
open out spread out 
1 The river broadens out just outside the 

town. 
2 Hasn't the baby fiNed wt now (= become 

fatter)? 
3 Thew points werejleshed out in  the later 

part of the speech. 

Over IS used in approximately ZOO verbs 
(about 3%) In thls dqdionary as an adverb 
and a preposit~on. The bas~c meaning of the 
particle ind~cates movement from one side 
of something to the other, especially over 
the top of wmething, for example' o'imb 
over a wall, fly m r  a ciw, cross over a mod. 
It can also indicate a position above 
someth~ng: bend over something, !eon over 
xlrneone. The most common uses are: 

Having a higher par- 
Over can be used to suggest that someone 
or something IS taller or In a higher 
position than somebody or something else. 
~t can also refer to somebody in a position 
of greater author~ty or responsibility. 

tower ovar stand over rule over 
preside over wotch over 

1 My son is only 15 but he towers over his 
father already. 

2 I don't want my boss standing owr me 
and watching everything I do. 

3 She has ruled over the country for twenty 
years. 

-ng 
Owr can be used in combination with 
verbs to show that something is completely 
covered with something S V C ~  as ice or 
clouds. It is also used in a more figurative 
way to  suggest that a difficulty or the truth 
is being h~dden. Example verbs are: 

f m z e  over cloud oven glnss over 
pint ovar paper over 

1 last winter the lake was completely 
frozen over. 

L What a pity! It's starting tocloud my. 
3 He avoided answering difficult questions 

by glossing over the problem. 

Mavingkthsdda 
A few verbs use over to indicate movement 
to the slde of something. Example verbs are: 

Visiting 
Over w ~ t h  someverbs suggests going from 
your house to somebody else's for a visit. 

ask over drop over come wer 
invits ovar pop over 
1 The neighhours have asked us wer  for tea. 
2 Why don't you drop over this evening? 

examining 
Over can be used with verbs that mean 
thinking about something carefully before 
you make a decision, or I nspecting 
something to see if i t  is correct. 

think over tolk over check over 
go over look over 
1 I'd like some time to think o w  your 

offer before making a decision. 
Z Let's talk it over and see if we can come 

to some kind of agreement. 
3 Can you checkthisoverfor me tosee if 

there are any mistakes? 

kmoining 
Owr can be used to conwy the idea of 
something remaining in the same place or 
be in^ kept to use at a later date. 

stay over hold war be leh over sleep war 
1 She decided to  stay over with her paren& 

for a couple of days. 
2 1 think we should hold that agenda item 

over until the next meeting. 

Changing p o s h  
Over can be used in combination with 
verbs suggesting the idea of two people or 
things changing places, jobs etc., or of a 
person changing their opinion or ideas. 

toke over m a p  wrr win over 
change over hand over smrp over 
1 She is taking over the management of 

the company from next sprlng. 
2 1'11 drive the first part of the journey, 

then we'll s w o p  over. 
3 1 think I've managed to  win her over to  

our side of the argument. 

pull over rnwemer FaIPing 

1 The driver pulled over to  the side of the Over &n be used with verbs to express the 
road to take a short break. Idea of something falling to the ground, 

2 Can you mow over? 1 haven7 got enough usually from an upright position.   he verb 

space. shows what the movement 1s 



fall over knock over trip over 1 She is wry good at putting aver her ideas 
keel over kick over run over to an audience. 

1 l fellwerand hurt my knee. 2 1 thinkwesucceeded ingmtingoverthe 
She knMkedWr the vase as she entered idea that the s~tuation is serious. 
the m m .  3 He came over as rather arrogant in the 

3 f trippedowrsomeone's bag and fell. interview. 

Finidring and mcovwhq Across can be used instead of over with 

Over can be used In combinations that these verbs with a very similar meaning. 

mean that wmething is temporan, and will 
soon end. Example verbs are: 

Over can be u x d  in combinations that 
blow over get war get over with mean that mrnethin~ such as a liauid flavs 
1 It wasn't a seriovs argument. I'm sure i t  wer  the edge of a mntainer. These verbs can 

wilE blowwer and won be forgotten. also have a figurative meaning referring to 
Z She's upset now, but she'll soon gel over it veTy strong feelings. Example verbs are: 

Communicating a m w g s  or an boil over splll over brim over bubble over 

irnprsdrion 1 Please watch this saucepan of milk so 
Over can be used to convey the idea of that ~t doesn"t boilover. 
giving somebody a m-ge or a 2 The enormous crowd spilled over into 
impression. Example verbs are: the neighbouring streets. 

3 Her heart was brimm~ng owr with 
pvt over get over come over happiness. 

Round IS used In approximately 150 verbs 
(2 5 %) in the dictionary, as an adverb and 
a prepos~tion. The basic meaning rs of 
movement in a circle or curve in order to 
face in  the opposite direction or to arrive at 
the other side of something. It ran 
sometimes be replaced by about and 
around with very little change of meaning. 
The most common categories of use are: 

-ng 
Round is used with xlme verbs to indicate 
movement in  different directions. 

move round run round hond round 
phone/coll round 
7 At the first EI~S we were told to  mow 

round the room and talk to different 
people. 

2 It was a cold day so the kids run round in 
the playground to keep warm. 

LPrkdactivityandpurpws 
Round can be used to suggest lack d adivity 
or sperific purpose. Example verbs are: 

stand round hang rwnd sit raurtd 
1 We all s W  round, waiting for 

something to happen. 
2 He hogs  mund bars and talks to  anyone 

who will listen to him. 

S u d i n g  and emlosing 
Round can be uwd to indicate that 
wmethrng is surrounded by something 

mmp round throw rwnd go rovrtd 

galher round 

T Wrap this scad round your neck - it's 
cold outside. 

2 He threw his arms round me. 
3 The belt won't go round my waist now? 

Round can be used with a few verbs to  
ind~cate how something or somebody has a 
particular person or thing as the focus of 
their attention. Example verbs are: 

rmvolwe round centre round 

1 My whole life seems to rmIw round 
cooking, cleaning and shopping. 

2 Our holiday centred round silting by the 
p w l ,  swimming and sunbathing. 

Tvming 
Round IS mmetimes used in  combinations 
with the idea of romethlng turning in 
c~rcles or turning to face the other way. 
Example verbs are: 

spin round wing round wheel round 
1 The car spun round several times and 

then hit a tree. 
2 She swung rotlnd with the hammer in  

her hand and almost hit me. 

Avaiding 
Round can be used with verbs to  express 
the idea that you are avoidlng wrnethlng. 

lolk round s k ~ t a  round 
1 We talked ruund the subjeEt but we never 

really di~ussed it In any real detail. 
2 Politictans tend to s k a t  round most iswes 

without answering any questions directly. 

Persuading 
Round can be used with verbs to express 
the idea of persuading someone to change 
their mlnds about something. The verb 
shows how you do this. bample verbs are: 

tolk round get round tome round win round 
1 I managed to talk them round and they 

finally signed the contract. 
2 At first her parents refused to let her go 

on holiday alone, but she finally got 
mund them. 

VisBiiting infwmolly 
Round 1s used with wme verbs to indicate 

going to  a particular place to  visit a person 
briefly on an informal basis. 

call round drop round pop round 
come round 

1 Cull round any time. We're always happy 
to  see you. 

Z 1'11 drop round later and give you that 
book I mentioned 

Shoring or distributing - 
Round in cornbinat~ons can give the idea of 
sharing or distributing something between 
people. Example verbs are: 

hand round pass round go round 

1 Could you help to hand mund the 
sandw~ches~ 

Z fm the photos round K, that everyone 
can see them. 

3 1 don't think there is enough caketo go 
round. 

-ng 
Round can be used with the idea of 
someone becom~ng conxlous again, for 
example after an operation or after 
fahnting. Other verbs mean recovering from 
an illness. Example verbs are: 

come round bring round pull round 

1 She started to come round three hours 
after the operation. 

2 They tr~ed to brrng him round but he 
remained u nconsclous 

Through 1s used In 150 verbs (Z%%) nn thr you what theactivity is and howmmeone is 
d~b~onary ,  as an adverb and a prepos~tion. domg nt It is ohen used to  suggest dolng 
The bas~c meaning refers to passing from ~ r n e t h i n g  En a logical and thorough way 
one slde of something solrd to  the other and completing it. Example verbs are: 
slde, for example. to go through a hole In a look ,hrough rurh sit +hrough 
wall or to see through a wlndow. It can be 
used with this meaning wtth many other talk through Think through rwd through 
verbs such as to si~ce through, to cut 1 Can you look through this letter for me 

through, and to breok through something and tell me if it's alright? 

The most common categories are: Z Don't rush through your homework - 
take yoyour time. 

Wng d i n g  thwoughly and 3 We had to  sit through a very boring talk 
oomple)eb that lasted almwt bvo hours. 

Through can be used with wrbs to give the 4 If the two of you have a problem then I 
idea of going from the beginning te the end suggest you sit down together and talk it 
of something and finishing it. The verb tells through. 
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Suwiving, mchidng somebody, for example by telephone. It can 
ThrouRh can be used In combinations to alx, be used to talk about atternotr to make 
express the idea of surviving a bad situation someone undwstand a message or an idea. 
or getting past something difficult such as a put ,hmugh get thmugh fmx 
test or a barrier. Examole verhr arp. . - - - -  

I Hello, operator? Can you put me through live through come through get ~hrough to 437 

sail Through pull Ihr~uph 2 H, listen to me. I a n ' t  gm throu~h 
1 My grandmother Iiwd through the to him how serious the probfem is. 

horrors of two world wars 
Z She come through the operation and 

made a rap~d recwer)! 
3 You won't get through the exam if you 

don't study hard. 
4 You won't have any difficulties with the 

driving test. You'll sarl Ihmugh. 

Communicdng 
Through can be used in mrnbinatons that 
express the idea of communicating with 

k i n g  cl-rly 
Through can be used with a few verbs to 
suggest that you can see or understand 
something or somebody very clearly. 

see through shine hrwgh coma ~hmugh 

1 He was able to fool werybdy else, but 1 
sow through him immediately. 

2 Her qualities shine through in everything 
she d m .  

To 1s used In about 170 verbs (nearly 3%) in 
this d~d~onary, mainly as a preposjtlon, 
although ?here are a few verbs where it is an 
adverb (plrll the door to, come to/round.) 
Wlth verbs of mwement, i t  expresses the 
idea of direction, for example, I w l k d  to 
the off~ce; lt fell to the ground. It generally 
shows the relationship between the verb and 
the p e m n  or thing that IS affected by it, for 
example, She is devoted to her chtldren; We 
fixed o rope to the boat. In the verbs in this 
did~onary, the most frequent grouw are: 

Direaing or aiming 
To used with verbs shows the direction that 
somebody or somethlng is going or what 1s 
being aimed at. Example verbs are: 

gravlbte to devote to gear to 
pander to pint to 
1 Manyyoung peoplearegmvitatingtothe 

cities in search of work. 
2 She devoted hemself to her career. 

3 The course is geared to the needs of the 
studentr. 

Showing dahmhip 
To is  uwd with verbs to indicate the 
relationship between people or things. The 
verb itself shows the nature of the adion, 
feeling, etc, and to shows who or what is 
involved or affected. Example verbs are: 

belong to cling to warm to 
resa~ to look up to stick to 
defer to endear to face up to 
fall to surrender to stoop to 

1 Whodwsthis bookbelongto? 
2 They clung to each other for comfort. 
3 1 wormed to Chris immedrately. 
4 You shouldn't need to resort to violence 

to ach~eve your alms. 
5 iack's always /wked up to his older 

brothers. 
6 I'm sbcking to what I mid before. 

The part~cle up 1s the most common movement upwards, from a lower to a 
part~cle rn phrasal verbs. It IS used in  about higher position, so it occurs with many 
15% of verbs In this dictionary, mostly as an wrbs describing movement, such as climb 
adverb. The literal meaning of up is up, jump up, look up, and sit up. It is also 
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used with verbs of lifting to  express the idea 
of raising something to a higher level, for 
example pick up, I r f t  up, snotch up. You will 
also flnd it used to express the related Ideas 
of increase and improvement. As an adverb, 
i t frequently comb~nes with a preposition to 
form three-word verbs, for example, come 
up against, keep up with. The most 
common and Important meaning are: 

I ~ r e c l s i n g  
Up is &en used to give the idea of something 
~ncreasing in volume, speed, price, strength, 
and reputation. brnples of such verbs are: 

go up speed up turn up grow up 
build up speak up play up flare up 
hurry up push up shp up talk up 

1 Petrol is p u g  up next week. 
2 The train started to speed up after it lefi 

the station. 
3 It's freezing in here. Can you turn up the 

heat7 
4 People say that children grow up very 

quickly nowadays. 
5 You need to build up your strength 

before you go back to  work. 
6 I'm sorry, I can't hear you. Can you speak 

up a bit? 
7 The government wants to  play up the 

importance of the meeting. 
The opposlte of the particle up is down, M 
these particles can be used in verbs that 
have opposlte meanings. For example, the 
opposite of turn up the heating is turn 
down thr hmting. 

Improving 
Up can be used to enpress the idea of thingr 
improving, such as the economy, your health 
or your knowledge. Example verbs are: 

look up 'brush up dear up 
smarton up cheer up b r i g b n  up 
dress up jazz up pick up 
1 The year started badly but I think things 

are starting to  look up. 
2 l'd like to brush up my knowledge of 

Italian. 
3 The weather looks as if it's starting to 

c/wr up. 
4 Well, 1 thinkyou couldsmarten up your 

appearance. 
5 They tr~ed to cheer me up by telling me 

funny stories. 

Note that dress down is now used as an 

opposite b r  dress up, and means to wear 
more wsual clothes. 

Up can be ured to give the idea of 
providing support. ExarnpFe verbs are: 
back up shore up spmk up for 
stand up fur bolster up slick up for 
1 Will you buck me up ~f 1 tell them what 

really happened? 
2 The bank took adion to  shore up the 

value of sterling. 
3 Nobody spoke up for h ~ m  when he was 

falsely accused of stealing the money. 
4 It's t ~ m e  for us to stand up for what we 

bebieve in. 

Prsparfng 
Up IS used with a group of verbs to give the 
idea of preparing for doing something. 
drow up set up wnrm up butter up 
fix up limber up soften up tune up 
1 She's busy drawing up a plan of how the 

whole xheme will work. 
2 We are wttrng up a research project to 

Investigate the effeds of radiat~on on 
plant Ide. 

3 He tried to worm up the audience by 
telling them a few jokes at the start of 
h ~ s  talk. 

4 We'd better butter him up before we ask 
h ~ m  to give us so much money. 

C d n g  and corukuaing 
Up IS also used to suggest creating, producing, 
inwntlngor construd~ng something, e~ther 
vhvs~cally or in your mtnd. Example wrbs are: 

moke up dream up build up 
tome up with coniura up put up 
rise up think up 
1 My grandmother was fantastic at making 

up stones for us. 
2 1 would like to  know who drmmed up 

this whole idea. It's complete madness. 
3 She built the business up from nothing. 
4 She has come up with a fantastic tdea for 

solving the problem we're having with 
recruiting people. 

Campleting and finishing 
With some verbs that can be used on their 
own, up adds the Idea of completing 
somethlng. For example, in the sentence I 
ote fish fur dinner, ate means took food. If 



you tell somebody to Eat up, you want 
them to flnish eating quickly It is alm uwd 
in this way in verbs like tidy up, dry up and 
clmr up. Other examples of verbs are: 

end up use up wind up dry up 
dummy up follow up sum up mke  up 
f Althwgh he want& to work in aclvertrsing, 

he ended up working In a bank 
2 We will have used up all our coal 

reservm by the end of the year. 
3 Could I ask you to wtnd up the meeting? 

hmoging and -ng 
Up can be u& to express the ~dea of 
mmethlng be~ng damaged or spoilt in some 
way or not working well. Ewarnple verbs are. 

tear up blow up mess up beat up 
play up slip up smash up 
1 After looking at the letter for a few 

moments, she tore it up and threw i t  in 
the bin. 

2 Explosive experh blew up the building as 
part of a new building programme. 

3 What a stup~d mistake! Now you've really 
m a d  thlngs up. 

ApplPaehing a d  @ng clolsr  k r  
comfofl  

Up can be used to give the idea of 
something or w m e b d y  approaching or 
getting closer to wmebody/mrnething, 
sometime in a rather secretive way. It can 
also be used to give the idea of getting 
closer to somebody or mmething for 
warmth and comfort. Example verbs are: 
creep up loom up snuggle up curl up 
nuzzla up sneok up steal up 
1 The two children crept up close to the 

edge of the grden. 
2 The exams are looming up. 
3 It's lovely to s n u ~ l e  up by the fire and 

listen to the rain outside. 

Dividing and mpmting 
Up can be used to give the adea of 
something belngdivided in some way, for 
example by being cut or chopped into small 
pieces. When rt is used in connection w ~ t h  a 
group of people or a couple, it has the Idea 
of separation. Wrnple verbs are. 

slice up divide up split up breok up 

m i n g ,  Wng and dirruptimg UP chop up 
Up can be used to give the idea of &mething 1 First you need to slice up the tomatoes 
stopping, being delayed or prevented from and add them to the mixture. 
operating normally. Example wrbj are: 2 We've decided to divide UD the monw 

break up give up pull up hold up slow up 
3 Pam and Paul have split up after twenty 

1 The police broke up the demonstration. of marriage. 2 I've decided to give up smoking. 
3 AcarpulEedup in front of the bank. Grttfrwing and c d m n g  
4 I'm sorry wete late. We were held up in 

Up be used with the idea of 
traffic on the rnotorwap th ina or people tmether. Examnle verbs are: - 

Note that S~OW up and ~ E Q W  down have the ,mh up mtk "p + e ~ m  up join ,,,, 
same meaning: to become slower. meet up pair up pile up save up 

wings lhappsning 7 The task 1s to match up all the cards rn 
Up can be used to convey the idea of front of you. 

something happenrng or of something1 2 We had better stork up on sugar as there 
somebody appearing, sometimes is going to  be a shortage. 
unexpectdly. Example verbs are: 3 1 think ~t's tbest if we twm up with 

people from other departments 
turn up come up bring up cropup pop up 
1 To everybody's amazement she turned hmb 

up at the patty and behawd as if Up can be used to  talk about fastening 
nothing had happened. things like clothes or objects. It can be used 

3 Can you come to the office as soon as with the name of an object or a material 
possible? Something senous has come up. to show how something 1s fastened, or with 

4 I'd like to  bring up the question of the name of a container to show where 
installing air conditioning rn the new thingsare placed. Related to this is the idea 
off ices. of restricting the movement of somebody/ 

370 

~f l rne th in~.  Exarn~le verbs are: 2 You'd better zip up your bag so no one . . - 
do up zip up p a d  up tia up steals anything from it. 

boa up bondoge up brick up thoin up 3 l'm going to parcel up the gifts to send * .  
lace up lock up your cousins. 
1 Remember to  do up all the buttons on 4 The mufib' guard was tied UP in a 

your coat. corner of the mom. 

With is a preposition and is used in about 125 moment. 

verbs in the dictionary, wrnetimrs 3 He thinks it? time we did awoy with the 

comb in in'^ with an adverb to form a three- monarchy. 

word verb: such as fail in with, fit in with. It is 
generally used to describe the connections and 
wlat~onshlps between people, thin& facts or, 
situations. The most common User are: 

Rehiionship bb-n  psopk 
With I S  used with verbs that d m r ~ b e  
relationships between people. These often 
involve diff~culties or the ending of a 
relationship. Example verbs a r e  

mea with remn with finish with 
argue with associate with level with 
trifle wijh via with 
1 I wouldn't mas with him. He has a 

terr~ble temper and can get violent. 
2 I've tried r w n t n g  with her, but she 

won't change her mind. 
3 Maria is gomg to finish with Aerre. Their 

relationship just isn? working. 

Verbs plus with often show connections 
between things, such as comparing, including, 
involving or separating. b m p l e  verbs are: 

go with crawl with do mnaywifh 
riddle wifh square with 
1 I wouldn't wear that tie. It doesn't go with 

the shirt. 
t The town is crawling with tourists at the 

Rslathshps bahnssn pea+ 
and things 
With can be used to convey the idea of 
somebody taking adion and getting involved 
in sornethrng, sometimes when they should 
not. Barnple verbs are: 

deal with wrestle with iuggle with 
meddle with catch up with land with 
lumber with tornper with 
1 Ih mTy busy a t  the moment, so I'll deal 

wjth that later. 
2 It's a problem I've been wrestling with for 

months. 
3 In my job I have to j u ~ l e  with several 

different things at the =me trme. 
4 Please don't meddle with thingr you don't 

undestand. 

Giving support 
With is used with verbs that express the idea 
of agreeing wtth a p s w n  or an idea or 
providing support. Example verbs are. 

parm d t h  sidewith hear with bold with 
1 I ogree with everything you've said. 
2 She always sida with her sister in any 

family arguments. 
3 She's under a lot of strain at the moment - 

just bmr with her. 



- S5 Phrasal Verb or Single Word? 
For me, the highlight of the whole holiday was the trip to the temple. Weser offat 
nine in the morning and were soon going up some hair-raisingly steep roads. We got 
to the temple about half ten. We had to wear long-sleeved tops and long trousers or 
they wouldn't have let us in. Of course, we had to take our shoes off before we went 
ifl the temple, too. A local guide showed us round, which was good, because rots of 
questions came up about how we were supposed to behave, and about the history 
of the place. The temple itself was absolutely breathtaking, but that wasn't the best 
thing because we came back through what they call the 'Lost Valley'. Lunch was laid 
on for the people who'd askedfor it, but we'd taken a packed lunch with us and we 
agreed that it was the most spectacular picnic spot we'd ever seen! 

- S6-7 Are You a Natural Born Student? 

Study quiz score 
1 b-0, B-2, C-0 4 A-2, F 1 ,  C-0 7 A-2,52, C-I 10 A-2,&1,C-O 
2 A-I, B-0, C-2 5 b-0, F l  , C-2 8 A-2, 50, C-2 11 A-O,&2,C-2 
3 A-1, F1 ,  C-2 6 A-I, L 2 ,  C-2 9 A-2, E T ,  C-0 12 A-O,&2,C-2 

1 (a) did teachers always pick on you and tell you off for no reason?; 
(b) did kids who meaedamund in class annoy you?; (c) did you ever get kept 
back for extra study? 

Z (a)geton with it straight away and finish it early?; (b) put offstarting it until the last 
possible moment? (d do some work on it immediately then put it aside for a while? 

3 (a) jot down some notes then write it and hund it in?; (b) do it in rough first, and 
then write it wt neatly or it up?; (c] plan it out carefully then write and edit it? 

4 (a) work steadily and soil through your exams?; (b) scrape through your exams 
despite h w r i n g  m y  all year'; (c) just do enough to get by? 

5 (a)mttlethrough it and bend it inearly?; (b)goover each question carefully 
before moving on do the next one?; (c) answer all the questions then check 
through your answers? 

6 (a) as soon as you come across a word you don't know?; (b) only to look up a 
word who= meaning you can" guess?; (c) only after you've read through the 
article once without a dictionary? 

7 (a) sign up for evening classes?; (b) throw away your bmks and find someone to 
talk with In English? (c] swot up on vocabulary every night? 

8 (a) did you study while you were sick in order not to fall khinR: (b) were you 
just happy to have got out of lessons?; [c) did you borrow a friend's notes and 
write them up? 

4 (a) do it as well as you could?; (b) scribble it down as quickly as possible; (c) talk 
a friend into letting you copy theirs at the last minute? 

10 (a) plan out a revision timetable in plenty of time?; (b) read up the subject the 
night before each exam?; (c) just take it easy and hope easy questions 
carne/would come up? 

11 (a) switch over to something more interesting?; (b) shout out an answer quickly, 
even if you're not sure?; (c) get annoyed if the answer doesn't corn to you quickly? 

12 (a) chill out and gaze out of the window?; (b) buy a paper and mtch up on the 
news?; (c) seit/e down with a good book? 

- 58-9 Sport 
Football, and tonight's match in the European Cup ended in controversy after Italy 
come from 2-0 down l o  beat Spain, At 2-2, the Italian goalkeeper Alberti 
appeared to bring down Rajas. the Spanish centre forward. As the Spanish players 
appealed for a penalty, the Italians played an and broke awy to score. The Spanish 
captain Martin was then m t  offfor arguhng with the referee, Italy ended up 
fortunate winners, but their goalkeeper Follo picked up a hand Injury and has been 
ruled out of the next two games. 

The Tolop marathon has been won by Takeshi b i t 0  of Japan. Urged on by the home 
crowd, Saito forged ahwd after just 5 kilometres and built up a 2-minute lead. The 
chasing runners did not give up, and gradually reduced the lead. The hot weather 
and the fast pace caused several leading athletes to drop out hito's recent training 
in the &ham desert paid M a s  he Md ofJ the strong challenge of the Kenyan Daniel 
Nyanga, who caught up w~th 5 kilometres to go, thenfd bock in the final kilometre. 

Tennis, and the unseeded Sofia Adamou of Greece has beaten Russia's lrena 
Markova in three sets to go through to the final of the French Open. Adamou said 
afterwards, "I've never come up against such a tough opponent. Before I came here I 
thought I'd get knwked out in the first round. but now I've got a chance of 
winning." Adarnou, who only tmk up the sport four years ago, will pi& up a cheque 
for $100,000, The loser will have to settle for jurt $50,000 ! 

- S10  Computers 
Down - 
1 click on 7 scanin 5 add-ons 14 typein 

2 pull-down 9 back UP a hack into 15 pop-up 
3 switch on 10 boot up 12 godown 
4 printout 11 login 13 xroll down 
6 shut down 

- 511 Environmental Problems 
The Gmenhoure dftxt 
1 Carbon diox~de and other greenhouse gases are given off when fossil fuels are 

burned. 
2 Greenhouse gases soak up heat that should exape into space. 
3 Temperatures on earth go up. 



Algae 
1 N~taates from fertilizers smk through the soil and end up !n rivers and lakes. 
2 Algae feed3 on the nitrates and multiplies uncontrollably. 
3 The algae uses up the oxygen in the water, and fish die. 

1 Too many trees are burnt or cut down. 
2 Some areas turn into desert. 
3 Some species of anlmals and plants lose their habitat and die out. 
4 Lms carbon diox~de is swked up by trees, which adds to global warming. 

- S12 Phrasal Verbs in Newspapers 

I d  2 k  3 a , g  4 e  5 c  6 j  7 1  8 f  9 h  f O i  

- ST3 Business 
1888 catches on, take on; 1902 teams up, set up, sell off; 1906 turning out; 
1945 takesowr; 1954 comesupwith; 1963 takeoff, bringingin; 1969 buys 
out; 1974 walk out, sparking off, 1987 swallowed up, turned around; 1992 

worn away, falling off, mount up, go under, bailed out; 1999 takes over, caught 
out, shoots up, wind up; 2000 laid off, closes down 

Using this dictionary 

tune out put sb down 

Practice 
The 11 phrasal verbs are: Matching Exercise: 
mQL!@ jack 5th in a beaver away g jack sth in 
mess up swan around b swot un h breeze through 
beaver away muck around c swan around (5th) 
veg out look sb up d jabber away i veg out 
breeze through (sth) catch up with sb e looksbup j rnessup 
jabber away d catch up k muck around 

Sentences: 
a OK, 1'11 level with you. f - they really freak me out. 
b at the last moment he chickened out. g it took him ages to cotton on. 
c We're going to check out the new bar h she just clammed up. 
d I'll be able to rustle something up. 
e we whipped through the last three chapters. 

- Sf  6 -1 7 Using Phrasal Verbs in  Writing 
Exercise 1 
1 refers to 4 drawn up 7 sets out 10 accounts for 

2 reported back 5 gone through 8 consists of 11 deals with 
3 summed up 6 puts forward 9 enlarges upon 

Exercise 2: Sample Repofl 
Thls report refers to the Intermediate English Course, which I attended last summer. 
Firstly, 1 wilk deal with the positive aspeas of the course. The lessons were very 
enjoyable and the teachers were very helpful. I especially liked the opportunity to 
meet other students and speak to them in English. 

However, 1 would also like to polnt out that there were mme problems. The cafeteria 
was expenslve and the meals consisted of only one course. Our opportunities for 
self-study were limited resulting from the fact that there were not enough books in 
the library. In addition, the trips and visits were not very Interesting and I have 
enlarged upon this problem in a report I have su brnitted to the Social Secretary. 

For next year, I s u ~ s t  that a list of events is given to students to go through and 
perhaps they should be given the chance to put Forward their own ideas. The college 
should also draw up a plan of action for improving the cafeteria and library. 

To sum up, it was a positive experience but a few changes would make it even better. 

Exercise 3 
1 b  2 c  3 a  4 a  5 b  6 c  7 c  8 a  

- S18-19 'Using Phrasal Verbs in the Passive 
Exercise 1 Exercise 2 
1 No 5 Yes 
2 Yes 6 No 
3 Yes 
4 NO 

look for 
turn down 

Exercise 3 
Separable phrawl verbs can generally be uwd in the passive, whereas inseparable 
phrasal verbs cannot. 

Exercise 4 
1 She's been charged with shoplifting. 
2 If you carry on like this you'll be kicked out of college. 
3 The building was burnt down In the riots. 
4 No one knows where Jerry is. He hasn't been heard of since the summer. 
5 The twins look so alike that they are often mixed up. 
6 £10 for this? You've been ripped offr 



520-21 New Phrasal Verbs 
Task A 
free up, hype up, tense up, test out. drown out 

Task B 
Suggested answers 
a sports car - flashes past/by 
a buttetfly - flutters bylpastlaround 
a boy with his 1% in plaster - hobbles by/past/along 
a bee - buzzes pastjbyjaround 
a train - steams past/bylalong 
tourists visiting a palace - wander aroundtpast 
a small child in a park - runs around 
a group of boys going to school - muck around 
a teacher going home at the end of a long day - hurries alonglpast 

S22-25 The Most Common Phrasal Verbs 
UP 
i 1 b , Z c , 3 d , 4 a  
ii 1 c, 2 a, 3 d, 4 b 

Down 
i 1 breaks 2 lets 3 turn 
ii 1 sit 2 keep 3 put 4 bend 5 lie 

On 
I c ,  Z d ,  3 b ,  4 a  

Qff 
1 4  2 c ,  3 d ,  4 a  

In 
1 come in 2 check in 3 let sb in 4 breaksin 

Ovf 
1 fall 2 getting 3 broken 4 came 

Verbs whh an adverb and a p r e p s i h  
1 hang on to 4 put up with 
2 looking forward to 5 get on with 
3 run out of 

Further pmdcs: ebss d e s  
1 Work with a partner. See who can be first to remember all the verbs in each 

particle group. Remember to use example sentences. 
2 In groups, make up an oral story using the verbs in two or three of the 

participle groups. One person stam the story with a sentence using one of 
the phrasal verbs and the next person has to continue the story using a 
different p h r a ~ l  verb. Your sentences must show that you understand the 
meaning of the verb. For homework write the story down correctly. 

3 In pairs learn one group of verbs, then teach them, together with their 
context, to another pair in your claa, Then test your classmates by asking 
them to give you correct sentenm using the verbs you have taught them. 

I 

Meaning Oroups 
Daily Routine 
a come from c had .... an e get off g catch up i get back k phone up 
b woke up d set off f met up h got j look after 

Business 
c, h, b, d, f, e, a, g 

Further practice: class wtivify 
Work w~ th  a partner. One of you stark a sentence with one of the verbs in the 
opposites group and the other must complete the sentence using a verb which 
is opposite in meaning. 

Muhi-Meaning Verbs 
1 catch up 3 takes off 5 pick her up, pick it up 7 meet up 
2 fall out 4 glve up 6 come out 

- S26 Test Yourself 

I b ,  S c ,  3 b ,  4 c ,  5 c ,  6 c ,  7 b ,  S a ,  9 b  

Which meaning? 
i increasing or Improving: grow up, bring up, cheer up, hurry up 

completing or finishing: add up, hang up, give up, wake up, shut up 
ii failing: let down, turn down, break down 

movement: sit down, lie down, put down, keep down, bend down 
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